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THE 


BOOK    OF    JOSHUA, 


This  Book  begins  with  an  account  of  the  death  of  Moses  ;  and  the 
narrative  of  Israel's  taking  possession  of  the  promised  land,  which 
extends  to  the  death  of  Joshua,  embraces  a  period  of  about  thirty- 
years. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Joshua  was  the  author  of  this 
Book,  as  far  as  the  28th  verse  of  the  last  chapter;  the  remainder  being 
written  by  some  inspired  person  whose  name  is  unknown— probably 
Samuel. 

In  the  Book  of  Joshua  (the  captain  of  Israel's  victories  and  their 
leader  into  the  Land  of  Promise)  it  is  impossible  not  to  discover  the 
typical  analogy  with  the  triumphs  of  Him  who,  for  our  sakes,  overcame 
all  that  obstructed  man's  entrance  into  blessing. 

A  recognition  of  the  typical  character  of  Joshua's  history  is  essential 
to  the  right  understanding  of  the  Book. 

Here  are  exhibited  the  proofs  of  God's  faithfulness  to  His  promises. 
He  had  given  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob,  the  assurance  that 
the  land  should  belong  to  their  posterity;  and,  after  the  trials  and 
conflicts  of  the  way,  Israel  is  finally  carried  by  their  covenant-keeping 
God  safe  in  to  the  place  of  rest. 


IV  INTRODUCTION. 

The  Book  of  Joshua  is,  as  it  were,  an  assurance  added  to  the  con- 
fident assertion  of  the  Apostle,  "  that  He  which  hath  begun  a  good 
work  in  you  will  perform  it  unto  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ." 
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JOSHUA. 


I.  Now  after  the  death  of  Moses  the  servant  of  the 
Lord  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua 
the  son  of  Nun,  Moses'  minister,  saying,  ""  Moses  my 
servant  is  dead;  now  therefore  arise,  go  over  this 
Jordan,  thou  and  all  this  people,  unto  the  land  which 
I  do  give  to  them,  even  to  the  children  of  Israel. 
^  Every  place  that  the  sole  of  your  foot  shall  tread  upon, 
that  have  I  given  unto  you,  as  I  said  unto  Moses. 
'^  From  the  wilderness  and  this  Lebanon  even  unto  the 
great  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  all  the  land  of  the 
Hittites,  and  unto  the  great  sea  toward  the  going  down 
of  ih^  sun,  shall  be  your  coast.  ^  There  shall  not  any 
man  be  able  to  stand  before  thee  all  the  days  of  thy  life : 
as  I  was  with  Moses,  so  I  will  be  with  thee :  I  will  not 
fail  thee,  nor  forsake  thee.  ^  Be  strong  and  of  a  good 
courage:  for  *  unto  this  people  shalt  ""l^^Zl^^S: 
thou  divide  for  an  inheritance  the  land,  which  I  sware 
unto  their  fathers  to  give  them.  ^  Only  be  thou  strong 
and  very  courageous,  that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do 
according  to  all  the  law,  which  Moses  my  servant  com- 
manded thee :  turn  not  from  it  to  the  right  hand  or  to 
the  left,  that  thou  mayest  *  prosper  whither-  or,doxdseiy, 
soever  thou  goest.  ^  This  book  of  the  law  shall  not 
depart  out  of  thy  mouth;   but  thou  shalt  meditate 
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therein  day  and  night,  that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do 
according  to  all  that  is  written  therein :  for  then  thou 
shalt  make  thy  way  prosperous,  and  then  thou  shalt 
*  have  good  success.  ^  Have  not  I  commanded  or,  do  tdseiy. 
thee?  Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage;  be  not  afraid, 
neither  be  thon  dismayed :  for  the  Lord  thy  God  is 
with  thee  whithersoever  thou  goest. 

'°Then  Joshua  commanded  the  officers  of  the  people, 
saying,  "  Pass  through  the  host,  and  command  the 
people,  saying.  Prepare  you  victuals ;  for  within  three 
days  ye  shall  pass  over  this  Jordan,  to  go  in  to  possess 
the  land  which  the  Lord  your  God  giveth  you  to 
possess  it. 

''And  to  the  Reubenites,  and  to  the  Gadites,  and  to 
half  the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  spake  Joshua,  saying,  '^Re- 
member the  word  which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord 
commanded  you,  saying.  The  Lord  your  God  hath 
given  you  rest,  and  hath  given  you  this  land.  ''^Your 
wives,  your  little  ones,  and  your  cattle,  shall  remain  in 
the  land  which  Moses  gave  you  on  this  side  Jordan ;  but 
ye  shall  pass  before  your  brethren  *  armed,  Heb.^«mrjaHei 
all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  help  them;  'Hmtil 
the  Lord  have  given  your  brethren  rest,  as  he  hath 
given  you,  and  they  also  have  possessed  the  land  which 
the  Lord  your  God  giveth  them ;  then  ye  shall  return 
unto  the  land  of  your  possession,  and  enjoy  it,  which 
Moses  the  Lord's  servant  gave  you  on  this  side  Jordan 
toward  the  sunrising. 

'^And  they  answered  Joshua,  saying.  All  that  thou 
commandest  us  we  will  do,  and  whithersoever  thou 
sendest  us,  we  will  go.  '^According  as  we  hearkened 
unto  Moses  in  all  things,  so  will  we  hearken  unto  thee : 
only  the  Lord  thy  God  be  with  thee,  as  he  was  with 
Moses.  '^Whosoever  he  he  that  doth  rebel  against  thy 
commandment,  and  will  not  hearken  unto  thy  words 
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in  all  that  thou  commandest  hmi,  he  shall  be  put  to 
death :  only  be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage. 

II.  And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  *sent  out  of  ^\:J'l^ 
Shittmi  two  men  to  spy  secretly,  saying,  Go  view  the 
land,  even  Jericho.    And  they  went,  and  came  into  an 
harlot's  house,  named  Rabab,  and  *  lodged  there.  Heb.za^. 

^And  it  was  told  the  king  of  Jericho,  saying.  Behold, 
there  came  men  in  hither  to  night  of  the  children  of 
Israel  to  search  out  the  country.  ^And  the  king  of 
Jericho  sent  unto  Rahab,  saying,  Bring  forth  the  men 
that  are  come  to  thee,  which  are  entered  into  thine 
house  :  for  they  be  come  to  search  out  all  the  country. 

'^And  the  woman  took  the  two  men,  and  hid  them, 
and  said  thus,  There  came  men  unto  me,  but  I  wist  not 
whence  they  were:  ^and  it  came  to  pass  about  the  time 
of  shutting  of  the  gate,  when  it  was  dark,  that  the  men 
went  out :  whither  the  men  went  I  wot  not :  pursue 
after  them  quickly ;  for  ye  shall  overtake  them.  ^  But 
she  had  brought  them  up  to  the  roof  of  the  house,  and 
hid  them  with  the  stalks  of  flax,  which  she  had  laid  in 
order  upon  the  roof.  ^And  the  men  pursued  after 
them  the  way  to  Jordan  unto  the  fords :  and  as  soon 
as  they  which  pursued  after  them  were  gone  out,  they 
shut  the  gate. 

^  And  before  they  were  laid  down,  she  came  up  unto 
them  upon  the  roof;  ^and  she  said  unto  the  men,  I 
know  that  the  Lord  hath  given  you  the  land,  and  that 
your  terror  is  fallen  upon  us,  and  that  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  land  *  faint  because  of  you.  '°For  ^^h.meit. 
we  have  heard  how  the  Lord  dried  up  the  water  of 
the  Red  sea  for  you,  when  ye  came  out  of  Egypt ;  and 
what  ye  did  unto  the  two  kings  of  the  Amorites,  that 
were  on  the  other  side  Jordan,  Sihon  and  Og,  whom 
ye  utterly  destroyed.  "And  as  soon  as  we  had  heard 
these  things^  our  hearts  did  melt,  neither  *did   'B.eb.roseup. 
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there  remain  any  more  courage  in  any  man,  because 
of  you :  for  the  Lokd  your  God,  he  is  God  in  heaven 
above,  and  in  earth  beneath.  '"  Now,  therefore,  I  pray 
you,  swear  unto  me  by  the  Lord,  since  I  have  shewed 
you  kindness,  that  ye  will  also  shew  kindness  unto  my 
father's  house,  and  give  me  a  true  token :  '^  and  that 
ye  will  save  alive  my  father,  and  my  mother,  and  my 
brethren,  and  my  sisters,  and  all  that  they  have,  and 
deliver  our  lives  from  death. 

''And  the  men  answered  her,  Our  life  *for  Y/^outdt 
your's,  if  ye  utter  not  this  our  business.  And  it  shall 
be,  when  the  Lord  hath  given  us  the  land,  that  we 
will  deal  kindly  and  truly  with  thee.  '"  Then  she  let 
them  down  by  a  cord  through  the  window:  for  her 
house  teas  upon  the  town  wall,  and  she  dwelt  upon  the 
wall.  '^  And  she  said  unto  them,  Get  you  to  the  moun- 
tain, lest  the  pursuers  meet  you ;  and  hide  yourselves 
there  three  days,  until  the  pursuers  be  returned :  and 
afterward  may  ye  go  your  way.  '^And  the  men  said 
unto  her,  We  ivill  he  blameless  of  this  thine  oath  which 
thou  hast  made  us  swear.  '^Behold,  when  we  come  into 
the  land,  thou  shalt  bind  this  line  of  scarlet  thread  in 
the  window  which  thou  didst  let  us  down  by:  and 
thou  shalt  *  bring  thy  father,  and  thy  mother,  ^eb.  gather. 
and  thy  brethren,  and  all  thy  father's  household,  home 
unto  thee.  '^  And  it  shall  be,  that  whosoever  shall  go 
out  of  the  doors  of  thy  house  into  the  street,  his  blood 
shall  he  upon  his  head,  and  we  ivill  he  guiltless :  and 
whosoever  shall  be  with  thee  in  the  house,  his  blood 
shall  he  on  our  head,  if  any  hand  be  upon  him.  "'And 
if  thou  utter  this  our  business,  then  we  will  be  quit  of 
thine  oath  which  thou  hast  made  us  to  swear.  "  And 
she  said.  According  unto  your  words,  so  he  it.  And 
she  sent  tliem  away,  and  they  departed:  and  she 
bound  the  scarlet  line  in  the  window. 
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"And  they  went,  and  came  unto  the  mountam,  and 
abode  there  three  days,  until  the  pursuers  were  re- 
turned: and  the  pursuers  sought  tJiein  throughout  all 
the  way,  but  found  tliein  not.  ^^  So  the  two  men  re- 
turned and  descended  from  the  mountain,  and  passed 
over,  and  came  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  told 
him  all  things  that  befell  them:  '*and  they  said  unto 
Joshua,  Truly  the  Lord  hath  delivered  into  our  hands 
all  the  land;  for  even  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  do  *  faint  because  of  us.  neh.meit. 

III.  And  Joshua  rose  early  in  the  morning;  and 
they  removed  from  Shittim,  and  came  to  Jordan,  he 
and  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  lodged  there  before 
they  passed  over. 

''And  it  came  to  pass  after  three  days,  that  the 
officers  went  throuo-h  the  host ;  "  and  thev  commanded 
the  people,  saying.  When  3^e  see  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  the  priests  the 
Levites  bearing  it,  then  ye  shall  remove  from  your 
place,  and  go  after  it.  ^  Yet  there  shall  be  a  space 
between  you  and  it,  about  two  thousand  cubits  by 
measure :  come  not  near  unto  it,  that  ye  may  know 
the  way  by  which  ye  must  go :  for  ye  have  not  passed 
this  way  *  heretofore.  ^^^apki;:!^!;'' 

^And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Sanctify  your- 
selves: for  to  morrow  the  Lord  will  do  wonders 
among  you.  ^And  Joshua  spake  unto  the  'priests, 
saying.  Take  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  pass 
over  before  the  people.  And  they  took  up  the  ark  of 
the  covenant,  and  went  before  the  people. 

'And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  This  day  mil  I 
begin  to  magnify  thee  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  that 
they  may  know  that,  as  I  was  with  Moses,  so  I  will 
be  with  thee.  ^And  thou  shalt  command  the  priests 
that  bear  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  saying.  When  ye 
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are  come  to  the  brink  of  the  water  of  Jordan,  ye  shall 
stand  still  in  Jordan. 

^And  Joshua  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Come 
hither,  and  hear  the  words  of  the  Lord  your  God. 
'°And  Joshua  said.  Hereby  ye  shall  know  that  the 
living  God  is  among  you,  and  that  he  will  without 
fail  drive  out  from  before  you  the  Canaanites,  and 
the  Hittites,  and  the  Hivites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and 
the  Girgashites,  and  the  Amorites,  and  the  Jebusites. 
"  Behold,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of 
all  the  earth  passeth  over  before  you  into  Jordan. 
"^  Now  therefore  take  you  twelve  men  out  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  out  of  every  tribe  a  man.  '^And  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  as  soon  as  the  soles  of  the  feet  of 
the  priests  that  bear  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
of  all  the  earth,  shall  rest  in  the  waters  of  Jordan, 
that  the  waters  of  Jordan  shall  be  cut  off  from  the 
waters  that  come  down  from  above;  and  they  shall 
stand  upon  an  heap. 

'*And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  people  removed 
from  their  tents,  to  pass  over  Jordan,  and  the  priests 
bearing  the  ark  of  the  covenant  before  the  people ;  '^and 
as  they  that  bare  the  ark  were  come  unto  Jordan,  and 
the  feet  of  the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  were  dipped 
in  the  brim  of  the  water,  (for  Jordan  overfloweth  all 
his  banks  all  the  time  of  harvest,)  '^that  the  waters 
which  came  down  from  above  stood  and  rose  up  upon 
an  heap  very  far  from  the  city  Adam,  that  is  beside 
Zaretan :  and  those  that  came  down  toward  the  sea  of 
the  plain,  even  the  salt  sea,  failed,  and  were  cut  off: 
and  the  people  passed  over  right  against  Jericho. 
'^And  the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord  stood  firm  on  dry  ground  in  the  midst  of 
Jordan,  and  all  the  Israelites  passed  over  on  dry  ground, 
until  all  the  people  were  passed  clean  over  Jordan. 
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lY.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  people  were 
clean  passed  over  Jordan,  that  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Joshua,  saymg,  ''  Take  you  twelve  men  out  of  the 
people,  out  of  every  tribe  a  man,  ^  and  command  ye 
til  em,  saying.  Take  you  hence  out  of  the  midst  of 
Jordan,  out  of  the  place  where  the  priests'  feet  stood 
firm,  twelve  stones,  and  ye  shall  carry  them  over  with 
you,  and  leave  them  in  the  lodging  place,  where  ye 
shall  lodge  this  night.  "^  Then  Joshua  called  the  twelve 
men,  whom  he  had  prepared  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
out  of  every  tribe  a  man:  ^and  Joshua  said  unto 
them.  Pass  over  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  your  God 
into  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  take  you  up  every  man 
of  you  a  stone  upon  his  shoulder,  according  unto  the 
number  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel :  ^  that 
this  may  be  a  sign  among  you,  that  when  your  children 
ask  their  fathers  *in  time  to  come,  saying,  What  S?™! 
mean  ye  by  these  stones?  ^  Then  ye  shall  answer 
them.  That  the  waters  of  Jordan  were  cut  off  before 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  ;  when  it  passed 
over  Jordan,  the  waters  of  Jordan  were  cut  off:  and 
these  stones  shall  be  for  a  memorial  unto  the  children 
of  Israel  for  ever. 

^And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so  as  Joshua  com- 
manded, and  took  up  twelve  stones  out  of  the  midst 
of  Jordan,  as  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  according 
to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  carried  them  over  with  them  unto  the  place 
where  they  lodged,  and  laid  them  down  there.  ^And 
Joshua  set  up  twelve  stones  in  the  midst  of  Jordan,  in 
the  place  where  the  feet  of  the  priests  which  bare  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  stood:  and  they  are  there  unto 
this  day. 

"'  For  the  priests  which  bare  the  ark  stood  in  the 
midst  of  Jordan,  until  every  thing  was  finished  that 
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the  Lord  commanded  Joshua  to  speak  unto  the  people, 
according  to  all  that  Moses  commanded  Joshua :  and 
the  people  hasted  and  passed  over.  ''And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  all  the  people  were  clean  passed  over,  that 
tlie  ark  of  the  Lord  passed  over,  and  the  priests,  in 
the  presence  of  the  people. 

''And  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  the  children  of 
Gad,  and  half  the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  passed  over 
armed  before  the  children  of  Israel,  as  Moses  spake 
unto  them:  "about  forty  thousand  *  prepared  °';w^-^ 
for  war  passed  over  before  the  Lord  unto  battle,  to 
the  plains  of  Jericho. 

'^  On  that  day  the  Lord  magnified  Joshua  in  the 
sight  of  all  Israel ;  and  they  feared  him,  as  they  feared 
Moses,  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

'^And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying,  '^Com- 
mand the  priests  that  bear  the  ark  of  the  testimony, 
that  they  come  up  out  of  Jordan.  '^Joshua  therefore 
commanded  the  priests,  saying.  Come  ye  up  out  of 
Jordan.  '^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  priests  that 
bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  were  come 
up  out  of  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  the  soles  of  the 
priests'  feet  were  *  lifted  up  unto  the  dry  land,  ^iMup. 
that  the  waters  of  Jordan  returned  unto  their  place, 
and  *  flowed  over  all  his  banks,  as  they  did  ^eh.went. 
before. 

'^And  the  people  came  up  out  of  Jordan  on  the 
tenth  day  of  the  first  month,  and  encamped  in  Gilgal, 
in  the  east  border  of  Jericho.  '°And  those  twelve 
stones,  which  they  took  out  of  Jordan,  did  Joshua 
pitch  in  Gilgal.  "  And  he  spake  unto  the  children  of 
Israel,  saying.  When  your  children  shall  ask  their 
fathers  *in  time  to  come,  saying.  What  mean  ^.orrow. 
these  stones?  "  Then  ye  shall  let  your  children 
know,  saying,  Israel  came  over  this  Jordan  on  dry 
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land.  '^  For  the  Lord  your  God  dried  up  the  waters 
of  Jordan  from  before  you,  until  ye  were  passed  over, 
as  the  Lord  your  God  did  to  the  Red  sea,  which  he 
dried  up  from  before  us,  until  we  were  gone  over: 
'■^  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  might  know  the  hand 
of  the  Lord,  that  it  is  mighty :  that  ye  might  fear  the 
Lord  your  God  *  for  ever.  Heb.  an  days. 

V.  AxD  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  kings  of  the 
Amorites,  which  were  on  the  side  of  Jordan  westward, 
and  all  the  kings  of  the  Canaanites,  which  tcei^e  by 
the  sea,  heard  that  the  Lord  had  dried  up  the  waters 
of  Jordan  from  before  the  children  of  Israel,  until  we 
were  passed  over,  that  their  heart  melted,  neither  was 
there  spirit  in  them  any  more,  because  of  the  children 
of  Israel. 

''At  that  time  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Make 
thee  *  sharp  knives,  and  circumcise  again  the  ^of}iniT 
children  of  Israel  the  second  time.  ^And  Joshua  made 
him  sharp  knives,  and  circumcised  the  children  of 
Israel  at  *the  hill  of  the  foreskins.  '^And  this  ^iSK' 
is  the  cause  why  Joshua  did  circumcise:  All  the 
people  that  came  out  of  Egypt  that  were  males,  even 
all  the  men  of  war,  died  in  the  wilderness  by  the  way, 
after  they  came  out  of  Egypt.  ^  Now  all  the  people 
that  came  out  were  circumcised:  but  all  the  people 
that  icere  born  in  the  wilderness  by  the  way  as  they 
came  forth  out  of  Egypt,  them  they  had  not  circum- 
cised. ^  For  the  children  of  Israel  walked  forty  years 
in  the  wilderness,  till  all  the  people  that  were  men  of 
war,  which  came  out  of  Egypt,  were  consumed,  be- 
cause they  obeyed  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord  :  unto 
whom  the  Lord  sware  that  he  would  not  shew  them 
the  land,  which  the  Lord  sware  unto  their  fathers 
that  he  would  give  us,  a  land  that  floweth  with  milk 
and  honey.     ^And  their  children,  whom  he  raised  up 
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in  their  stead,  them  Joshua  circumcised:  for  they 
were  uncircumcised,  because  they  had  not  circum- 
cised them  by  the  way.  ^And  it  came  to  pass, 
*when  they  had  done  circumcising  all  the  f!^;jefa7macfe 
people,  that  they  abode  in  their  places  in  Zm!£<^.  ^'  "**' 
the  camp,  till  they  were  whole. 

^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  This  day  have 
I  rolled  away  the  reproach  of  Egypt  from  oif  you. 
Wherefore  the  name  of  the  place  is  called  *Gilgal 
unto  this  day.  Th&i\s,roUivg. 

'°And  the  children  of  Israel  encamped  in  Gilgal, 
and  kept  the  passover  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 
month  at  even  in  the  plains  of  Jericho.  "And  they 
did  eat  of  the  old  corn  of  the  land  on  the  morrow 
after  the  passover,  unleavened  cakes,  and  parched 
corn  in  the  selfsame  day.  '"And  the  manna  ceased 
on  the  morrow  after  they  had  eaten  of  the  old  corn 
of  the  land ;  neither  had  the  children  of  Israel  manna 
any  more ;  but  they  did  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  land  of 
Canaan  that  year. 

'^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  was  by  Jericho, 
that  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  looked,  and,  behold, 
there  stood  a  man  over  against  him  with  his  sword 
drawn  in  his  hand :  and  Joshua  went  unto  him,  and 
said  unto  him.  Art  thou  for  us,  or  for  our  adversaries  ? 
'"^And  he  said.  Nay;  but  as  *  captain  of  the  ov,  prince. 
host  of  the  Lord  am  I  now  come.  And  Joshua  fell 
on  his  face  to  the  earth,  and  did  worship,  and  said 
unto  him.  What  saith  my  Lord  unto  his  servant?  '^And 
the  captain  of  the  Lord's  host  said  unto  Joshua,  Loose 
thy  shoe  from  off  thy  foot;  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
standest  is  holy.  And  Joshua  did  so.  W.  Now 
Jericho  *was  straitly  shut  up  because  of  °«^S"^SS'^: 
the  children  of  Israel :  none  went  out,  and  none  came 
in.     'And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  See,  I  have 
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given  into  thine  hand  Jericho,  and  the  king  thereof, 
a7id  the  mighty  men  of  valour.  ^And  ye  shall  com- 
pass the  city,  all  ye  men  of  war,  and  go  round  about 
the  city  once.  Thus  shalt  thou  do  six  days.  "^And 
seven  priests  shall  bear  before  the  ark  seven  trumpets 
of  rams'  horns:  and  the  seventh  day  ye  shall  com- 
pass the  city  seven  times,  and  the  priests  shall  blow 
with  the  trumpets.  ^And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that 
when  they  make  a  long  blast  with  the  ram's  horn,  and 
when  3^e  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  all  the  people 
shall  shout  with  a  great  shout;  and  the  wall  of  the 
city  shall  fall  down  *flat,  and  the  people  shall  ^eh.  under  u. 
ascend  up  every  man  straight  before  him. 

^And  Joshua  the  son  of  Xun  called  the  priests, 
and  said  unto  them.  Take  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant, 
and  let  seven  priests  bear  seven  trumpets  of  rams' 
horns  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  ^And  he  said  unto 
the  people,  Pass  on,  and  compass  the  city,  and  let 
him  that  is  armed  pass  on  before  the  ark  of  the 
Lord. 

^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  had  spoken 
unto  the  people,  that  the  seven  priests  bearing  the 
seven  trumpets  of  rams'  horns  passed  on  before  the 
Lord,  and  blew  with  the  trumpets:  and  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  followed  them.  ^And  the 
armed  men  went  before  the  priests  that  blew  with  the 
trumpets,  and  the  *rereward  came  after  the  Heb.^9«/;.m7..9 
ark,  the  priests  going  on,  and  blowing  with  the  trum- 
pets. '°And  Joshua  had  commanded  the  people, 
saying.  Ye  shall  not  shout,  nor  *make  ^"^'.oT^Ln""'' 
any  noise  with  your  voice,  neither  shall  ajiij  word 
proceed  out  of  your  mouth,  until  the  day  I  bid  you 
shout;  then  shall  ye  shout.  "  So  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
compassed  the  city,  going  about  it  once :  and  they 
came  into  the  camp,  and  lodged  in  the  camp. 
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''And  Joshua  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  the 
priests  took  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  '^And  seven 
priests  bearing  seven  trumpets  of  rams'  horns  before 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  went  on  continually,  and  blew 
with  the  trumpets:  and  the  armed  men  went  before 
them;  but  the  rereward  came  after  the  ark  of  the 
Lord,  the  ^priests  going  on,  and  blowing  with  the 
trumpets.  '"^And  the  second  day  they  compassed  the 
city  once,  and  returned  into  the  camp:  so  they  did 
six  days. 

'^  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  they 
rose  early  about  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  com- 
passed the  city  after  the  same  manner  seven  times: 
only  on  that  day  they  compassed  the  city  seven  times. 
"^And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seventh  time,  when  the 
priests  blew  with  the  trumpets,  Joshua  said  unto  the 
people,  Shout ;  for  the  Lord  hath  given  you  the  city. 
'^And  the  city  shall  be  *  accursed,  even  it,  and  ov,  devoted. 
all  that  are  therein,  to  the  Lord  :  only  Kahab  the 
harlot  shall  live,  she  and  all  that  are  with  her  in  the 
house,  because  she  hid  the  messengers  that  we  sent. 
'^And  ye,  in  any  wise  keep  yourselves  from  the  ac- 
cursed thing,  lest  ye  make  yourselves  accursed,  when 
ye  take  of  the  accursed  thing,  and  make  the  camp  of 
Israel  a  curse,  and  trouble  it.  '^  But  all  the  silver,  and 
gold,  and  vessels  of  brass  and  iron,  are  *  con-  Heb.  holiness. 
secrated  unto  the  Lord:  they  shall  come  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord. 

^°  So  the  people  shouted  when  the  priests  blew  with 
the  trumpets :  and  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  people 
heard  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  people 
shouted  with  a  great  shout,  that  the  wall  fell  down 
*flat,  so  that  the  people  went  up  into  the  "Reh.  under  u. 
city,  every  man  straight  before  him,  and  they  took 
the  city.      ''  And  they  utterly  destroyed  all  that  was 
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in  the  city,  both  man  and  woman,  young  and  old,  and 
ox,  and  sheep,  and  ass,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

"But  Joshua  had  said  unto  the  two  men  that  had 
spied  out  the  country.  Go  into  the  harlot's  house,  and 
bring  out  thence  the  woman,  and  all  that  she  hath,  as 
ye  sware  unto  her.  ^^And  the  young  men  that  were 
spies  went  in,  and  brought  out  Rahab,  and  her  father, 
and  her  mother,  and  her  brethren,  and  all  that  she 
had;  and  they  brought  out  all  her  *  kindred,  B.eh.  families. 
and  left  them  without  the  camj)  of  Israel. 

''^And  they  burnt  the  city  with  fire,  and  all  that 
was  therein:  only  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the 
vessels  of  brass  and  of  iron,  they  put  into  the  treasury 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

*'And  Joshua  saved  Rahab  the  harlot  alive,  and 
her  father's  household,  and  all  that  she  had ;  and  she 
dwelleth  in  Israel  eveji  unto  this  day;  because  she 
hid  the  messengers,  which  Joshua  sent  to  spy  out 
Jericho. 

'^And  Joshua  adjured  them  at  that  time,  saying. 
Cursed  be  the  man  before  the  Lord,  that  riseth  up 
and  buildeth  this  city  Jericho :  he  shall  lay  the  foun- 
dation thereof  in  his  firstborn,  and  in  his  youngest  son 
shall  he  set  up  the  gates  of  it. 

'^  So  the  Lord  was  with  Joshua ;  and  his  fame  was 
noised  throughout  all  the  country. 

VII.  But  the  children  of  Israel  committed  a  tres- 
pass in  the  accursed  thing:  for  Achan,  the  son  of 
Carmi,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the  son  of  Zerah,  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  took  of  the  accursed  thing :  and  the  anger 
of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  the  children  of 
Israel. 

*And  Joshua  sent  men  from  Jericho  to  Ai,  which 
is  beside  Beth-aven,  on  the  east  side  of  Beth-el,  and 
spake  unto  them,  saying,  Go  up  and  view  the  country. 
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And  the  men  went  up  and  viewed  Ai.  ^And  they 
returned  to  Joshua,  and  said  unto  him,  Let  not  all 
the  people  go  up;  but  let  *  about  two  or  ^S'ai:^:^^^^:::' 
three  thousand  men  go  up  and  smite  Ai;  and  make 
not  all  the  people  to  labour  thither;  for  they  are  but 
few.  ^  So  there  went  up  thither  of  the  people  about 
three  thousand  men :  and  they  fled  before  the  men  of 
Ai.  ^And  the  men  of  Ai  smote  of  them  about  thirty 
and  six  men :  for  they  chased  them  from  before  the 
gate  eve7i  unto  Shebarim,  and  smote  them  *in  ov,inMomd. 
the  going  down :  wherefore  the  hearts  of  the  people 
melted,  and  became  as  water. 

^And  Joshua  rent  his  clothes,  and  fell  to  the  earth 
upon  his  face  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  until  the 
eventide,  he  and  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  put  dust 
upon  their  heads.  ^And  Joshua  said,  Alas,  0  Lord 
God,  wherefore  hast  thou  at  all  brought  this  people 
over  Jordan,  to  deliver  us  into  the  hand  of  the  Amor- 
ites,  to  destroy  us  ?  would  to  God  we  had  been  content, 
and  dwelt  on  the  other  side  Jordan !  ^  0  Lord,  what 
shall  I  say,  when  Israel  turneth  their  *  backs  ^eh.  necks. 
before  their  enemies!  ^For  the  Canaanites  and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  shall  hear  of  it.,  and  shall  en- 
viron us  round,  and  cut  ofl^  our  name  from  the  earth : 
and  what  wilt  thou  do  unto  thy  great  name? 

'°And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Get  thee  up; 
wherefore  *liest  thou  thus  upon  thy  face?  neh./aiiest. 
"  Israel  hath  sinned,  and  they  have  also  transgressed 
my  covenant  which  I  commanded  them:  for  they 
have  even  taken  of  the  accursed  thing,  and  have  also 
stolen,  and  dissembled  also,  and  they  have  put  it  even 
among  their  own  stufl^.  '*  Therefore  the  children  of 
Israel  could  not  stand  before  their  enemies,  but  turned 
their  backs  before  their  enemies,  because  they  were 
accursed ;  neither  will  I  be  with  you  any  more,  except 


JOSHUA,    VIL  15 

ye  destroy  the  accursed  from  among  you.  '^Up,  sanc- 
tify the  people,  and  say,  Sanctify  yourselves  against  to 
morrow :  for  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  There 
is  an  accursed  thing  in  the  midst  of  thee,  0  Israel : 
thou  canst  not  stand  before  thine  enemies,  until  ye 
take  away  the  accursed  thing  from  among  you.  '^  In 
the  morning  therefore  ye  shall  be  brought  according 
to  your  tribes:  and  it  shall  be,  that  the  tribe  which 
the  Lord  taketh  shall  come  according  to  the  families 
thereof ;  and  the  family  which  the  Lord  shall  take 
shall  come  by  households;  and  the  household  which 
the  Lord  shall  take  shall  come  man  by  man.  '^And 
it  shall  be,  that  he  that  is  taken  with  the  accursed 
thing  shall  be  burnt  with  fire,  he  and  all  that  he  hath  : 
because  he  hath  transgressed  the  covenant  of  the  Lord, 
and  because  he  hath  wrought  *  folly  in  Israel,     ^""'nest"^' 

'^  So  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and 
brought  Israel  by  their  tribes ;  and  the  tribe  of  Judah 
was  taken:  '^and  he  brought  the  family  of  Judah; 
and  he  took  the  family  of  the  Zarhites:  and  he 
brought  the  family  of  the  Zarhites  man  by  man ;  and 
Zabdi  was  taken :  '^  and  he  brought  his  household  man 
by  man;  and  Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi,  the  son  of 
Zabdi,  the  son  of  Zerah,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  was 
taken. 

'^And  Joshua  said  unto  Achan,  My  son,  give,  I 
pray  thee,  glory  to  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  and  make 
confession  unto  him ;  and  tell  me  now  what  thou  hast 
done;  hide  it  not  from  me.  '°And  Achan  answered 
Joshua,  and  said,  Indeed  I  have  sinned  against  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  and  thus  and  thus  have  I  done : 
^'when  I  saw  among  the  spoils  a  goodly  Babylonish 
garment,  and  two  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  a 
*  wedge  of  gold  of  fifty  shekels  weight,  then  I  Heb.  ungue. 
coveted  them,  and  took  them;  and,  behold,  they  are 
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liid  in  the  earth  in  the  midst  of  my  tent,  and  the  silver 
under  it. 

"So  Joshua  sent  messengers,  and  they  ran  unto 
the  tent ;  and,  behold,  it  teas  hid  in  his  tent,  and  the 
silver  under  it.  '^And  they  took  them  out  of  the 
midst  of  the  tent,  and  brought  them  unto  Joshua,  and 
unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  *laid  them  b.^^. poured. 
out  before  the  Lord. 

^"^And  Joshua,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  took  Achan 
the  son  of  Zerah,  and  the  silver,  and  the  garment,  and 
the  wedge  of  gold,  and  his  sons,  and  his  daughters, 
and  his  oxen,  and  his  asses,  and  his  sheep,  and  his 
tent,  and  all  that  he  had:  and  they  brought  them 
unto  the  valley  of  Achor..  ^^And  Joshua  said.  Why 
hast  thou  troubled  us?  the  Lord  shall  trouble  thee 
this  day.  And  all  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones,  and 
burned  them  with  fire,  after  they  had  stoned  them 
with  stones.  ^^And  they  raised  over  him  a  great  heap 
of  stones  unto  this  day.  So  the  Lord  turned  from 
the  fierceness  of  his  anger,  wherefore  the  name  of  that 
place  was  called,  The  valley  of  *  Achor,  unto  That  is,  trouiu. 
this  day. 

YIII.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Fear  not, 
neither  be  thou  dismayed :  take  all  the  people  of  war 
with  thee,  and  arise,  go  up  to  Ai :  see,  I  have  given 
into  thy  hand  the  king  of  Ai,  and  his  people,  and  his 
city,  and  his  land:  'and  thou  shalt  do  to  Ai  and  her 
king,  as  thou  didst  unto  Jericho  and  her  king:  only 
the  spoil  thereof,  and  the  cattle  thereof,  shall  ye  take 
for  a  prey  unto  yourselves:  lay  thee  an  ambush  for 
the  city  behind  it. 

^  So  Joshua  arose,  and  all  the  people  of  war,  to  go 
up  against  Ai :  and  Joshua  chose  out  thirty  thousand 
mighty  men  of  valour,  and  sent  them  away  by  night. 
'^And  he  commanded  them,  saying.  Behold,  ye  shall 
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lie  in  wait  against  the  city,  even  behind  the  city :  go 
not  very  far  from  the  city,  but  be  ye  all  ready :  "  and 
T,  and  all  the  people  that  are  with  me,  will  approach 
mito  the  city:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  they 
come  out  against  us,  as  at  the  first,  that  we  will  flee 
before  them,  ^(for  they  will  come  out  after  us)  till 
we  have  *  drawn  them  from  the  city;  for  they  ^eh.puued. 
will  say.  They  flee  before  us,  as  at  the  first :  therefore 
we  will  flee  before  them.  ^  Then  ye  shall  rise  up  from 
the  ambush,  and  seize  upon  the  city:  for  the  Lord 
your  God  will  deliver  it  into  your  hand.  ^And  it 
shall  be,  when  ye  have  taken  the  city,  that  ye  shall  set 
the  citv  on  fire:  accordino-  to  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord  shall  ye  do.     See,  I  have  commanded  you. 

^Joshua  therefore  sent  them  forth:  and  they  went 
to  lie  in  ambush,  and  abode  between  Beth-el  and  Ai, 
on  the  west  side  of  Ai :  but  Joshua  lodged  that  night 
among  the  people. 

'°And  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and 
numbered  the  people,  and  went  up,  he  and  the  elders 
of  Israel,  before  the  people  to  Ai.  "And  all  the  people, 
even  the  people  of  war  that  icere  with  him,  went  up, 
and  drew  nigh,  and  came  before  the  city,  and  pitched 
on  the  north  side  of  Ai:  now  there  teas  a  valley  be- 
tween them  and  Ai.  '"And  he  took  about  ^yq  thou- 
sand men,  and  set  them  to  lie  in  ambush  between 
Beth-el  and  Ai,  on  the  west  side  *  of  the  city.  ov,ofAu 
''And  when  they  had  set  the  people,  even  all  the  host 
that  teas  on  the  north  of  the  city,  and  *  their  ^*!^^' 
liers  in  wait  on  the  west  of  the  city,  Joshua  went  that 
night  into  the  midst  of  the  valley. 

'''And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  of  Ai  saw  zV, 
that  they  hasted  and  rose  up  early,  and  the  men  of 
the  city  went  out  against  Israel  to  battle,  he  and  all 
his  people,  at  a  time  appointed,  before  the  plain ;  but 

p.  3. 
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he  wist  not  that  there  ivere  liers  m  ambush  ao^ainst  him 
behind  the  city.  '^And  Joshua  and  all  Israel  made 
as  if  they  were  beaten  before  them,  and  fled  by  the 
way  of  the  wilderness.  '"^And  all  the  people  that  were 
in  Ai  were  called  together  to  pursue  after  them :  and 
they  pursued  after  Joshua,  and  were  drawn  away  from 
the  city.  '^And  there  Avas  not  a  man  left  in  Ai  or 
Beth-el,  that  went  not  out  after  Israel :  and  they  left 
the  city  open,  and  pursued  after  Israel. 

'^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Stretch  out  the 
spear  that  is  in  thy  hand  toward  Ai ;  for  I  will  give  it 
into  thine  hand.  And  Joshua  stretched  out  the  spear 
that  he  had  in  his  hand  toward  the  city.  '^And  the 
ambush  arose  quickly  out  of  their  place,  and  they  ran 
as  soon  as  he  had  stretched  out  his  hand :  and  they 
entered  into  the  city,  and  took  it,  and  hasted  and  set 
the  city  on  fire.  """And  when  the  men  of  Ai  looked 
behind  them,  they  saw,  and,  behold,  the  smoke  of 
the  city  ascended  up  to  heaven,  and  they  had  no 
*poAver  to  flee  this  way  or  that  way:  and  the  ^^h.hand. 
people  that  fled  to  the  wilderness  turned  back  upon 
the  pursuers.  "'And  when  Joshua  and  all  Israel  saw 
that  the  ambush  had  taken  the  city,  and  that  the 
smoke  of  the  city  ascended,  then  they  turned  again, 
and  slew  the  men  of  Ai.  "And  the  other  issued  out 
of  the  city  against  them ;  so  they  were  in  the  midst  of 
Israel,  some  on  this  side,  and  some  on  that  side :  and 
they  smote  them,  so  that  they  let  none  of  them  remain 
or  escape.  '^  And  the  king  of  Ai  they  took  alive,  and 
brought  him  to  Joshua. 

"'^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Israel  had  made  an 
end  of  slaying  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai  in  the  field,  in 
the  wilderness  wherein  they  chased  them,  and  when 
they  were  all  fallen  on  the  edge  of  the  sword,  until 
they  were  consumed,  that  all  the  Israelites  returned 
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unto  Ai,  and  smote  it  with  tlie  edge  of  the  sword. 
'^And  so  it  was,  that  all  that  fell  that  day,  both  of 
men  and  women,  ivere  twelve  thousand,  even  all  the 
men  of  Ai.  *^  For  Joshua  drew  not  his  hand  back, 
wherewith  he  stretched  out  the  spear,  until  he  had 
utterly  destroyed  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai.  '^  Only 
the  cattle  and  the  spoil  of  that  city  Israel  took  for  a 
prey  unto  themselves,  according  unto  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  which  he  commanded  Joshua.  '^And  Joshua 
burnt  Ai,  and  made  it  an  heap  for  ever,  even  a  desola- 
tion unto  this  day.  '^And  the  king  of  Ai  he  hanged 
on  a  tree  until  eventide :  and  as  soon  as  the  sun  was 
down,  Joshua  commanded  that  they  should  take  his 
carcase  down  from  the  tree,  and  cast  it  at  the  entering 
of  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  raise  thereon  a  great  heap 
of  stones,  that  remaineth  unto  this  day. 

^°Then  Joshua  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel  in  mount  Ebal,  ^'  as  Moses  the  servant  of 
the  Lord  commanded  the  children  of  Israel,  as  it  is 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  an  altar  of 
whole  stones,  over  which  no  man  hath  lift  up  any 
iron:  and  they  oifered  thereon  burnt  offerings  unto 
the  Lord,  and  sacrificed  peace  offerings.  ^'And  he 
wrote  there  upon  the  stones  a  copy  of  the  law  of 
Moses,  which  he  wrote  in  the  presence  of  the  children 
of  Israel. 

^^And  all  Israel,  and  their  elders  and  officers,  and 
their  judges,  stood  on  this  side  the  ark,  and  on  that 
side  before  the  priests  the  Levites,  which  bare  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  as  well  the  stranger, 
as  he  that  was  born  among  them;  half  of  them  over 
against  mount  Gerizim,  and  half  of  them  over  against 
^  mount  Ebal;  as  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  had 
commanded  before,  that  they  should  bless  the  people 
of  Israel.    ^^And  afterward  he  read  all  the  words  of  the 
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law,  the  blessings  and  cursings,  according  to  all  that 
is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law.  ^^  There  was  not 
a  word  of  all  that  Moses  commanded,  which  Joshua 
read  not  before  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  with 
the  women,  and  the  little  ones,  and  the  strangers  that 
*were  conversant  among  them.  ueh.n-aiked. 

IX.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  kings  which 
were  on  this  side  Jordan,  in  the  hills,  and  in  the  val- 
leys, and  in  all  the  coasts  of  the  great  sea  over  against 
Lebanon,  the  Hittite,  and  the  Amorite,  the  Canaanite, 
the  Perizzite,  the  Hivite,  and  the  Jebusite,  heard 
tliereof ;  'that  they  gathered  themselves  together,  to 
fight  with  Joshua  and  w^ith  Israel,  with  one  *ac-  neb.  mouth. 
cord. 

^And  when  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeon  heard  what 
Joshua  had  done  unto  Jericho  and  to  Ai,  Hhey  did 
work  wilily,  and  went  and  made  as  if  they  had  been 
ambassadors,  and  took  old  sacks  upon  their  asses,  and 
wine  bottles,  old,  and  rent,  and  bound  up;  ^and  old 
shoes  and  clouted  upon  their  feet,  and  old  garments 
upon  them ;  and  all  the  bread  of  their  provision  was 
dry  and  mouldy.  ^And  they  went  to  Joshua  unto 
the  camp  at  Gilgal,  and  said  unto  him,  and  to  the 
men  of  Israel,  We  be  come  from  a  far  country :  now 
therefore  make  ye  a  league  with  us. 

^And  the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  the  Hivites,  Perad- 
venture  ye  dwell  among  us;  and  how  shall  we  make 
a  league  with  you?  ^And  they  said  unto  Joshua,  We 
are  thy  servants.  And  Joshua  said  unto  them.  Who 
are  ye?  and  from  whence  come  ye?  ^And  they  said 
unto  him.  From  a  very  far  country  thy  servants  are 
come  because  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God :  for 
we  have  heard  the  fame  of  him,  and  all  that  he  did  in 
Egypt,  '''and  all  that  he  did  to  the  two  kings  of  the 
Amorites,  that  were  beyond  Jordan,  to  Sihon  king  of 
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Heshbon,  and  to  Og  king  of  Baslian,  which  teas  at 
Ashtaroth.  "Wherefore  our  elders  and  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  country  spake  to  us,  saying,  Take  victuals 
*  with  you  for  the  journey,  and  go  to  meet  them,  ^o^fw. 
and  say  unto  them.  We  are  your  servants :  therefore 
now  make  ye  a  league  with  us.  '^  This  our  bread  we 
took  hot  for  our  provision  out  of  our  houses  on  the 
day  we  came  forth  to  go  unto  you ;  but  now,  behold, 
it  is  dry,  and  it  is  mouldy:  '^and  these  bottles  of 
wine,  which  we  filled,  icere  new;  and,  behold,  they 
be  rent:  and  these  our  garments  and  our  shoes  are 
become  old  by  reason  of  the  very  long  journey. 

'^And  *the  men  took  of  their  victuals,  and  S&J^AeJ.t 
asked  not  counsel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lord.  tLrviZah. 
'=And  Joshua  made  peace  with  them,  and  made  a 
league  with  them,  to  let  them  live:  and  the  princes 
of  the  cono^reo:ation  sware  unto  them. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  three  days 
after  they  had  made  a  league  with  them,  that  they 
heard  that  they  ijjere  their  neighbours,  and  that  they 
dwelt  among  them.  '^And  the  children  of  Israel 
journeyed,  and  came  unto  their  cities  on  the  third 
day.  Now  their  cities  irere  Gibeon,  and  Chephirah, 
and  Beeroth,  and  Kirjath-jearim.  '^And  the  children 
of  Israel  smote  them  not,  because  the  princes  of  the 
congregation  had  sworn  unto  them  by  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel.  And  all  the  congregation  murmured  against 
the  princes. 

'^  But  all  the  princes  said  unto  all  the  congregation, 
We  have  sworn  unto  them  by  the  Lord  God  of  Israel : 
now  therefore  we  may  not  touch  them.  ^°  This  we 
will  do  to  them ;  we  will  even  let  them  live,  lest  wrath 
be  upon  us,  because  of  the  oath  wdiich  we  sware  unto 
them.  "'And  the  princes  said  unto  them.  Let  them 
live ;  but  let  them  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
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water  unto  all  the  congregation;   as  the  pnnces  liad 
promised  them. 

"And  Joshua  called  for  them,  and  he  spake  unto 
them,  saying,  Wherefore  have  ye  beguiled  us,  saying, 
We  are  very  far  from  you;  when  ye  dwell  among 
us?  *' Now  therefore  ye  are  cursed,  and  there  shall 
*none  of  you  be  freed  from  being  bondmen,  ^off/roLlir^ 
and  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  the 
house  of  my  God.  ^"^And  they  answered  Joshua,  and 
said,  Because  it  was  certainly  told  thy  servants,  how 
that  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  his  servant  Moses 
to  give  you  all  the  land,  and  to  destroy  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  land  from  before  you,  therefore  we  were 
sore  afraid  of  our  lives  because  of  you,  and  have  done 
this  thing.  ^'And  now,  behold,  we  are  in  thine  hand: 
as  it  seemeth  good  and  right  unto  thee  to  do  unto  us, 
do.  *^And  so  did  he  unto  them,  and  delivered  them 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  children  of  Israel,  that  they 
slew  them  not.  ^^And  Joshua  *made  them  ffuveStoZ'. 
that  day  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water  for 
the  congregation,  and  for  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  even 
unto  this  day,  in  the  place  which  he  should  choose. 

X.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  Adoni-zedec  king  of 
Jerusalem  had  heard  how  Joshua  had  taken  Ai,  and 
had  utterly  destroyed  it;  as  he  had  done  to  Jericho 
and  her  king,  so  he  had  done  to  Ai  and  her  king; 
and  how  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeon  had  made  peace 
with  Israel,  and  were  among  them;  Hhat  they  feared 
greatly,  because  Gibeon  was  a  great  city,  as  one  of  the 
*  royal  cities,  and  because  it  was  greater  than  ^tSkingZm. 
Ai,  and  all  the  men  thereof  were  mighty.  ^AVherefore 
Adoni-zedec  king  of  Jerusalem  sent  unto  Hoham  king 
of  Hebron,  and  unto  Piram  king  of  Jarmuth,  and  unto 
Japhia  king  of  Lachish,  and  unto  Debir  king  of  Eglon, 
saying,  ^  Come  up  unto  me,  and  help  me,  that  we  may 
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smite  Gibeon :  for  it  hath  made  peace  with  Joshua 
and  with  the  children  of  Israeh  '  Therefore  the  five 
kings  of  the  Amorites,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  the  king 
of  Hebron,  the  king  of  Jarmuth,  the  king  of  Lachish, 
the  kino^  of  ED:lon,  crathered  themselves  too^ether,  and 
went  up,  they  and  all  their  hosts,  and  encamped  before 
Gibeon,  and  made  war  against  it. 

^And  the  men  of  Gibeon  sent  unto  Joshua  to  the 
camp  to  Gilgal,  saying,  Slack  not  thy  hand  from  thy 
servants;  come  up  to  us  quickly,  and  save  us,  and 
help  us :  for  all  the  kings  of  the  Amorites  that  dwell 
in  the  mountains  are  gathered  together  against  us. 
^  So  Joshua  ascended  from  Gilgal,  he,  and  all  the 
people  of  war  with  him,  and  all  the  mighty  men  of 
valour.  ^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Fear  them 
not :  for  I  have  delivered  them  into  thine  hand ;  there 
shall  not  a  man  of  them  stand  before  thee.  ^  Joshua 
therefore  came  unto  them  suddenly,  and  went  up  from 
Gilgal  all  night.  '^And  the  Lord  discomfited  them 
before  Israel,  and  slew  them  with  a  great  slaughter  at 
Gibeon,  and  chased  them  along  the  way  that  goeth  up 
to  Beth-horon,  and  smote  them  to  Azekah,  and  unto 
Makkedah.  "And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  fled  from 
before  Israel,  and  were  in  the  going  down  to  Beth- 
horon,  that  the  Lord  cast  down  great  stones  from 
heaven  upon  them  unto  Azekah,  and  they  died :  tliei/ 
icere  more  which  died  with  hailstones  than  tliey  whom 
the  cliildren  of  Israel  slew  with  the  sword. 

''  Then  spake  Joshua  to  the  Lord  in  the  day  when 
the  Lord  delivered  up  the  Amorites  before  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  and  he  said  in  the  sight  of  Israel,  Sun, 
*  stand  thou  still  upon  Gibeon ;  and  thou,  Moon,  ^^ueJ' 
in  the  valley  of  Ajalon.  '^  And  the  sun  stood  still,  and 
the  moon  stayed,  until  the  people  had  avenged  them- 
selves upon  their  enemies.     Is  not  this  written  in  the 
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book  of  *  Jasher?  So  the  sun  stood  still  in  tlie  ^\!^h/'^' 
midst  of  heaven,  and  hasted  not  to  go  down  about  a 
whole  day.  '^And  there  was  no  day  like  that  before  it 
or  after  it,  that  the  Lord  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of 
a  man  :  for  the  Lord  fought  for  Israel.  '^And  Joshua 
returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  unto  the  camp  to 
Gilgal. 

'^  But  these  five  kings  fled,  and  hid  themselves  in  a 
cave  at  Makkedah.  '^And  it  was  told  Joshua,  saying. 
The  five  kings  are  found  hid  in  a  cave  at  Makkedah. 
'^And  Joshua  said.  Roll  great  stones  upon  the  mouth 
of  the  cave,  and  set  men  by  it  for  to  keep  them: 
'^  and  stay  ye  not,  but  pursue  after  your  enemies,  and 
*  smite  the  hindmost  of  them;  suffer  them  not  ^tetau"^ 
to  enter  into  their  cities :  for  the  Lord  your  God  hath 
delivered  them  into  your  hand. 

^°And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  had  made  an  end  of  slaying  them  with 
a  very  great  slaughter,  till  they  were  consumed,  that 
the  rest  which  remained  of  them  entered  into  fenced 
cities.  ''  And  all  the  people  returned  to  the  camp  to 
Joshua  at  Makkedah  in  peace :  none  moved  his  tongue 
against  any  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

"  Then  said  Joshua,  Open  the  mouth  of  the  cave, 
and  bring  out  those  five  kings  unto  me  out  of  the  cave. 
'^And  they  did  so,  and  brought  forth  those  five  kings 
unto  him  out  of  the  cave,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  the 
king  of  Hebron,  the  king  of  Jarmuth,  the  king  of 
Lachish,  and  the  king  of  Eglon.  '^And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  they  brought  out  those  kings  unto  Joshua, 
that  Joshua  called  for  all  the  men  of  Israel,  and  said 
unto  the  captains  of  the  men  of  war  which  went  with 
him.  Come  near,  put  your  feet  upon  the  necks  of  these 
kings.  And  they  came  near,  and  put  their  feet  upon 
the  necks  of  them,    '^And  Joshua  said  unto  them.  Fear 
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not,  nor  be  dismayed,  be  strong  and  of  good  courage : 
for  thus  shall  the  Lord  do  to  all  your  enemies  against 
Avhom  ye  fight.  ^'^And  afterward  Joshua  smote  them, 
and  slew  them,  and  hanged  them  on  five  trees:  and 
they  were  hanging  upon  the  trees  until  the  evening. 
*"And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  going  down 
of  the  sun,  that  Joshua  commanded,  and  they  took 
them  down  oft  the  trees,  and  cast  them  into  the  cave 
wherein  they  had  been  hid,  and  laid  great  stones 
in  the  cave's  mouth,  ichich  i''emain  until  this  very 
day. 

''And  that  day  Joshua  took  Makkedah,  and  smote 
it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  the  king  thereof  he 
utterly  destroyed,  them,  and  all  the  souls  that  icere 
therein ;  he  let  none  remain :  and  he  did  to  the  king 
of  Makkedah  as  he  did  unto  the  king  of  Jericho. 

'^  Then  Joshua  passed  from  Makkedah,  and  all  Israel 
with  him,  unto  Libnah,  and  fought  against  Libnah : 
"'  and  the  Lord  delivered  it  also,  and  the  king  thereof, 
into  the  hand  of  Israel ;  and  he  smote  it  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword,  and  all  the  souls  that  were  therein ;  he 
let  none  remain  in  it ;  but  did  unto  the  king  thereof 
as  he  did  unto  the  king  of  Jericho. 

^'And  Joshua  passed  from  Libnah,  and  all  Israel 
with  him,  unto  Lachish,  and  encamped  against  it,  and 
fought  against  it :  ^'  and  the  Lord  delivered  Lachish 
into  the  hand  of  Israel,  which  took  it  on  the  second 
day,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  all 
the  souls  that  were  therein,  according  to  all  that  he 
had  done  to  Libnah. 

"  Then  Horam  king  of  Gezer  came  up  to  help 
Lachish ;  and  Joshua  smote  him  and  his  people,  until 
he  had  left  him  none  remaining. 

■^"^  And  from  Lachish  Joshua  passed  unto  Eglon,  and 
all  Israel  with  him;    and  they  encamped  against  it. 
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and  fought  against  it :  ^^  and  they  took  it  on  that  day, 
and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  all  the 
souls  that  icere  therein  he  utterly  destroyed  that  day, 
according  to  all  that  he  had  done  to  Lachish. 

^^And  Joshua  went  up  from  Eglon,  and  all  Israel 
with  him,  unto  Hebron ;  and  they  fought  against  it : 
^^  and  they  took  it  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  and  the  king  thereof,  and  all  the  cities  thereof, 
and  all  the  souls  that  were  therein;  he  left  none  re- 
maining, according  to  all  that  he  had  done  to  Eglon ; 
but  destroyed  it  utterly,  and  all  the  souls  that  ivere 
therein. 

^^  And  Joshua  returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  to 
Debir;  and  fought  against  it:  ^^and  he  took  it,  and 
the  king  thereof,  and  all  the  cities  thereof:  and  they 
smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  utterly 
destroyed  all  the  souls  that  were  therein ;  he  left  none 
remaining;  as  he  had  done  to  Hebron,  so  he  did  to 
Debir,  and  to  the  king  thereof;  as  he  had  done  also  to 
Libnah,  and  to  her  king. 

'*"  So  Joshua  smote  all  the  country  of  the  hills,  and 
of  the  south,  and  of  the  vale,  and  of  the  springs,  and 
all  their  kings:  he  left  none  remaining,  but  utterly 
destroyed  all  that  breathed,  as  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
commanded.  ^'  And  Joshua  smote  them  from  Kadesh- 
barnea  even  unto  Gaza,  and  all  the  country  of  Goshen, 
even  unto  Gibeon.  '^'And  all  these  kings  and  their 
land  did  Joshua  take  at  one  time,  because  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel  fought  for  Israel.  ^' And  Joshua  returned, 
and  all  Israel  with  him,  unto  the  camp  to  Gilgal. 

XL  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jabin  king  of  Hazor 
had  heard  those  tilings^  that  he  sent  to  Jobab  king  of 
Madon,  and  to  the  king  of  Shimron,  and  to  the  king 
of  Achshaph,  '  and  to  the  kings  that  ivere  on  the  north 
of  the  mountains,  and  of  the  plains  south  of  Chinneroth, 
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and  in  the  valley,  and  in  the  borders  of  Dor  on  the 
west,  ^ancl  to  the  Canaanite  on  the  east  and  on  the  west, 
and  to  the  Amorite,  and  the  Hittite,  and  the  Perizzite, 
and  the  Jebusite  in  the  mountains,  and  to  the  Hivite 
under  Hermon  in  the  land  of  Mizpeh.  ^  And  they  went 
out,  they  and  all  their  hosts  with  them,  much  people, 
even  as  the  sand  that  is  upon  the  seashore  in  multitude, 
with  horses  and  chariots  very  many.  ^And  when  all 
these  kings  were  *met  together,  they  came  fy%poini!rd. 
and  pitched  together  at  the  waters  of  Merom,  to  fight 
against  Israel. 

^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Be  not  afraid 
because  of  them :  for  to  morrow  about  this  time  will 
I  deliver  them  up  all  slain  before  Israel:  thou  shalt 
hough  their  horses,  and  burn  their  chariots  with  fire. 
^  So  Joshua  came,  and  all  the  people  of  war  with  him, 
against  them  by  the  waters  of  Merom  suddenly; 
and  they  fell  upon  them.  ^And  the  Lord  delivered 
them  into  the  hand  of  Israel,  who  smote  them,  and 
chased  them  unto  *  great  Zidon,  and  unto  ov,  zidon.rahhah. 
*Misrephoth-maim,  and  unto  the  valley  of  ^eh"htnings. 
Mizpeh  eastward;  and  they  smote  them,  until  they 
left  them  none  remaining.  ^And  Joshua  did  unto 
them  as  the  Lord  bade  him :  he  houghed  their  horses, 
and  burnt  their  chariots  ^\dth  fire. 

'°And  Joshua  at  that  time  turned  back,  and  took 
Hazor,  and  smote  the  king  thereof  with  the  sword: 
for  Hazor  beforetime  was  the  head  of  all  those  king- 
doms. "And  they  smote  all  the  souls  that  were 
therein  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  utterly  destroying 
them:  there  was  not  *any  left  to  breathe:  and  '^irealh^ 
he  burnt  Hazor  with  fire.  '''And  all  the  cities  of  those 
kings,  and  all  the  kings  of  them,  did  Joshua  take, 
and  smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  he 
utterly  destroyed  them,  as  Moses  the  servant  of  the 
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Lord  commanded.  '^  But  as  for  the  cities  that  stood 
still  *in  their  strength,  Israel  burned  none  of  ^'^;;j;f^"'' 
them,  save  Hazor  only;  that  did  Joshua  burn.  ''^And 
all  the  spoil  of  these  cities,  and  the  cattle,  the  children 
of  Israel  took  for  a  prey  unto  themselves ;  but  every 
man  they  smote  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  until 
they  had  destroyed  them,  neitlier  left  they  any  to 
breathe.  '^As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  his  ser- 
vant, so  did  Moses  command  Joshua,  and  so  did 
Joshua;  *he  left  nothing  undone  of  all  that  ^'^t'^l'^l"''''^ 
the  Lord  commanded  Moses. 

'^  So  Joshua  took  all  that  land,  the  hills,  and  all  the 
south  country,  and  all  the  land  of  Goshen,  and  the 
valley,  and  the  plain,  and  the  mountain  of  Israel,  and 
the  valley  of  the  same :  ''^eveii  from  *the  mount  ^';nmmtahf' 
Halak,  that  goeth  up  to  Seir,  even  unto  Baal-gad  in 
the  valley  of  Lebanon  under  mount  Hermon ;  and  all 
their  kings  he  took,  and  smote  them,  and  slew  them. 

'^Joshua  made  war  a  lono:  time  with  all  those  kinofs. 

'^  There  was  not  a  city  that  made  peace  with  the 
children  of  Israel,  save  the  Hivites  the  inhabitants  of 
Gibeon:  all  other  they  took  in  battle.  """For  it  was 
of  the  Lord  to  harden  their  hearts,  that  they  should 
come  against  Israel  in  battle,  that  he  might  destroy 
them  utterly,  and  that  they  might  have  no  favour, 
but  that  he  might  destroy  them,  as  the  Lord  com- 
manded Moses. 

^'And  at  that  time  came  Joshua,  and  cut  off  the 
Anakims  from  the  mountains,  from  Hebron,  from 
Debir,  from  Anab,  and  from  all  the  mountains  of 
Judah,  and  from  all  the  mountains  of  Israel :  Joshua 
destroyed  them  utterly  with  their  cities.  "  There  was 
none  of  the  Anakims  left  in  the  land  of  the  children 
of  Israel :  only  in  Gaza,  in  Gath,  and  in  Ashdod,  there 
remained. 
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'^  So  Joshua  took  the  whole  land,  according  to  all 
that  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses;  and  Joshua  gave 
it  for  an  inheritance  unto  Israel  according  to  their 
divisions  by  their  tribes.  And  the  land  rested  from 
war. 

XII.  Xow  these  are  the  kings  of  the  land,  which 
the  children  of  Israel  smote,  and  possessed  their  land 
on  the  other  side  Jordan  toward  the  rising  of  the  sun, 
from  the  river  Anion  unto  mount  Hermon,  and  all 
the  plain  on  the  east :  ^  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites, 
who  dwelt  in  Heshbon,  and  ruled  from  Aroer,  which 
is  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  Arnon,  and  from  the 
middle  of  the  river,  and  from  half  Gilead,  even  unto 
the  river  Jabbok,  n^liicli  is  the  border  of  the  children 
of  Amnion ;  ^  and  from  the  plain  to  the  sea  of  Chinne- 
roth  on  the  east,  and  unto  the  sea  of  the  plain,  even 
the  salt  sea  on  the  east,  the  way  to  Beth-jeshimoth ; 
and  from  *the  south,  under  *Ash-  ^%/i1.5;;,,S;;,tSr'^'^ 
doth-pisgah:  "^and  the  coast  of  Og  king  of  Bashan, 
ichich  teas  of  the  remnant  of  the  giants,  that  dwelt  at 
Ashtaroth  and  at  Edrei,  ^  and  reigned  in  mount  Her- 
mon, and  in  Salcah,  and  in  all  Bashan,  unto  the  border 
of  the  Geshurites  and  the  Maachathites,  and  half 
Gilead,  the  border  of  Sihon  king  of  Heshbon.  ^  Them 
did  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  and  the  children 
of  Israel  smite :  and  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord 
gave  it  for  a  possession  unto  the  Reubenites,  and  the 
Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh. 

^And  these  are  the  kings  of  the  country  which 
Joshua  and  the  children  of  Israel  smote  on  this  side 
Jordan  on  the  west,  from  Baal-gad  in  the  valley  of 
Lebanon  even  unto  the  mount  Halak,  that  goeth  up 
to  Seir;  which  Joshua  gave  unto  the  tribes  of  Israel 
for  a  possession  according  to  their  divisions ;  ^  in  the 
mountains,  and  in  the  valleys,  and  in  the  plains,  and 
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in  the  springs,  and  in  the  wilderness,  and  in  tlie  south 
country;  the  Hittites,  the  Amorites,  and  the  Canaan- 
ites,  the  Perizzites,  the  Hivites,  and  the  Jebusites : 

'  The  king  of  Jericho,  one ;  the  king  of  Ai,  which 
is  beside  Beth-el,  one ;  '°  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  one ; 
the  king  of  Hebron,  one;  "  the  king  of  Jarmuth,  one; 
the  king  of  Lachish,  one;  '"the  king  of  Eglon,  one; 
the  king  of  Gezer,  one;  'Hhe  king  of  Debir,  one;  the 
king  of  Geder,  one;  'Hhe  king  of  Hormah,  one;  the 
king  of  Arad,  one;  'Hhe  king  of  Libnah,  one;  the 
king  of  AduUam,  one;  '^the  king  of  Makkedah,  one; 
the  king  of  Beth-el,  one;  '^the  king  of  Tappuah,  one; 
the  king  of  Hepher,  one;  '^the  king  of  Aphek,  one; 
the  king  of  Lashoron,  one ;  '^  the  king  of  Madon,  one ; 
the  king  of  Hazor,  one;  *°the  king  of  Shirnron-meron, 
one ;  the  king  of  Achshaph,  one ;  "'  the  king  of  Taanach, 
one ;  the  king  of  Megiddo,  one ;  "  the  king  of  Kedesh, 
one ;  the  king  of  Jokneam  of  Carmel,  one ;  "^  the  king 
of  Dor  in  the  coast  of  Dor,  one;  the  king  of  the 
nations  of  Gilgal,  one ;  ^^  the  king  of  Tirzah,  one :  all 
the  kings  thirty  and  one. 

XIIL  Now  Joshua  was  old  and  stricken  in  years; 
and  the  Lokd  said  unto  him,  Thou  art  old  and  stricken 
in  years,  and  there  remaineth  yet  very  much  land 
*to  be  possessed.  'This  is  the  land  that  yet  ^tJT" 
remaineth :  all  the  borders  of  the  Philistines,  and  all 
Geshuri,  ^from  Sihor,  which  is  before  Egypt,  even 
unto  the  borders  of  Ekron  northward,  which  is  counted 
to  the  Canaanite :  ^Y(d  lords  of  the  Philistines ;  the 
Gazathites,  and  the  Ashdothites,  the  Eshkalonites,  the 
Gittites,  and  the  Ekronites;  also  the  Avites:  "^from 
the  south,  all  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  and  *Mearah 
that  is  beside  the  Sidonians,  unto  Aphek,  to  or,  the  cave. 
the  borders  of  the  Amorites :  ^  and  the  land  of  the 
Giblites,  and  all  Lebanon,  toward  the  sunrising,  from 
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Baal-i?ad  unto  mount  Hermon  unto  the  enterino^  into 
Hamath.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the  hill  country  from 
Lebanon  unto  ^lisrephoth-maim,  a?id  all  the  Sidonians, 
them  will  I  drive  out  from  before  the  children  of 
Israel :  only  divide  thou  it  by  lot  unto  the  Israelites 
for  an  inheritance,  as  I  have  commanded  thee. 

^  Xow  therefore  divide  this  land  for  an  inheritance 
unto  the  nine  tribes,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
Svith  whom  the  Reubenites  and  the  Gadites  have 
received  their  inheritance,  which  Moses  gave  them 
beyond  Jordan  eastward,  even  as  Moses  the  servant  of 
the  Lord  gave  them;  ^from  Aroer,  that  is  upon  the 
bank  of  the  river  Arnon,  and  the  city  that  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  river,  and  all  the  plain  of  Medeba  unto 
Dibon;  '°and  all  the  cities  of  Sihon  king  of  the 
Amorites,  which  reigned  in  Heshbon,  unto  the  border 
of  the  children  of  Ammon;  ''and  Gilead,  and  the  bor- 
der of  the  Geshurites  and  Maachathites,  and  all  mount 
Hermon,  and  all  Bashan  unto  Salcah;  '"all  the  king- 
dom of  Og  in  Bashan,  which  reigned  in  Ashtaroth  and 
in  Edrei,  who  remained  of  the  remnant  of  the  giants : 
for  these  did  Moses  smite,  and  cast  them  out.  '^Never- 
theless the  children  of  Israel  expelled  not  the  Geshur- 
ites, nor  the  Maachathites :  but  the  Geshurites  and  the 
Maachathites  dwell  among  the  Israelites  until  this  day. 

'"^  Only  unto  the  tribe  of  Levi  he  gave  none  inhe- 
ritance ;  the  sacrifices  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  made 
by  fire  are  their  inheritance,  as  he  said  unto  them. 

'"And  Moses  gave  unto  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Reuben  inheritance  according  to  their  families.  '^And 
their  coast  was  from  Aroer,  that  is  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  Arnon,  and  the  city  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
river,  and  all  the  plain  by  Medeba;  '^Heshbon,  and 
all  her  cities  that  are  in  the  plain;  '^Dibon,  and 
*  Bamoth-baal,  and   Beth-baal-meon,    ?;^f/,;ti2/^-^^:«a^i-:- 
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and  Jahaza,  and  Kedemoth,  and  Mephaath,  '^  and  Kir- 
jathaim,  and  Sibmah,  and  Zareth-shahar  in  the  mount 
of  the  valley,  '°and  Beth-peor,  and  *  Ash-  ^'' '^ovXtu!''^"''' 
doth-pisgah,  and  Beth-jeshnxioth,  *'and  all  the  cities  of 
the  plain,  and  all  the  kingdom  of  Sihon  king  of  the 
Amorites,  which  reigned  in  Heshbon,  whom  Moses 
smote  with  the  princes  of  ]\Iidian,  Evi,  and  Eekem, 
and  Zur,  and  Hur,  and  Reba,  ivhich  were  dukes  of 
Sihon,  dwelling  in  the  country.  "  Balaam  also  the  son 
of  Beor,  the  *  soothsayer,  did  the  children  of  or,  diviner. 
Israel  slay  with  the  sword  among  them  that  were  slain 
by  them.  ^^  And  the  border  of  the  children  of  Reuben 
was  Jordan,  and  the  border  thereof.  This  ivas  the 
inheritance  of  the  children  of  Reuben  after  their 
families,  the  cities  and  the  villages  thereof. 

''^And  Moses  gave  inheritance  unto  the  tribe  of  Gad, 
even  unto  the  children  of  Gad  according  to  their 
families.  "'And  their  coast  was  Jazer,  and  all  the 
cities  of  Gilead,  and  half  the  land  of  the  children  of 
Ammon,  unto  Aroer  that  is  before  Rabbali ;  '^  and 
from  Heshbon  unto  Ramath-mizpeh,  and  Betonim; 
and  from  Mahanaim  unto  the  border  of  Debir;  ^^and 
in  the  valley,  Beth-aram,  and  Beth-nimrah,  and  Suc- 
coth,  and  Zaphon,  and  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sihon  king  of  Heshbon,  Jordan  and  his  border,  even 
unto  the  edge  of  the  sea  of  Chinnereth  on  the  other 
side  Jordan  eastward.  ^^  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the 
children  of  Gad  after  their  families,  the  cities,  and 
their  villages. 

'^And  Moses  gave  inheritance  unto  the  half  tribe  of 
Manasseh :  and  this  was  the  possession  of  the  half  tribe 
of  the  children  of  Manasseh  by  their  families.  ^°  And 
their  coast  was  from  Mahanaim,  all  Bashan,  all  the 
kingdom  of  Og  king  of  Bashan,  and  all  the  towns  of 
Jair,  which  are  in  Bashan,  threescore  cities :  ^'  and  half 
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Gilead,  and  Ashtaroth,  and  Edrei,  cities  of  the  king- 
dom of  Og  in  Bashan,  were  pertaining  unto  the  children 
of  ]\Iachir  the  son  of  Manasseh,  even  to  the  one  half 
of  the  children  of  Machir  by  their  families. 

^*  These  are  the  countries  which  Moses  did  distribute 
for  inheritance  in  the  plains  of  Moab,  on  the  other 
side  Jordan,  by  Jericho,  eastward. 

^'But  unto  the  tribe  of  Levi,  Moses  gave  not  any 
inheritance :  the  Lokd  God  of  Israel  was  their  inheri- 
tance, as  he  said  unto  them. 

XIY.  And  these  are  the  countries  which  the  children 
of  Israel  inherited  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  Eleazar 
the  priest,  and  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  the  heads 
of  the  fathers  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
distributed  for  inheritance  to  them.  'By  lot  was 
then*  inheritance,  as  the  Lord  commanded  by  the 
hand  of  Moses,  for  the  nine  tribes,  and  for  the  half 
tribe.  ^For  Moses  had  given  the  inheritance  of  two 
tribes  and  an  half  tribe  on  the  other  side  Jordan: 
but  unto  the  Levites  he  gave  none  inheritance 
among  them.  '*For  the  children  of  Joseph  were  two 
tribes,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim:  therefore  they  gave 
no  part  unto  the  Levites  in  the  land,  save  cities  to 
dwell  m,  with  their  suburbs  for  their  cattle  and  for 
their  substance.  ^As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses, 
so  the  children  of  Israel  did,  and  they  divided  the 
land. 

^Then  the  children  of  Judah  came  unto  Joshua  in 
Gilgal :  and  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  the  Kenezite 
said  unto  him,  Thou  knowest  the  thing  that  the  Lord 
said  unto  Moses  the  man  of  God  concerning  me  and 
thee  in  Kadesh-barnea.  ^  Forty  years  old  was  I  when 
Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  sent  me  from  Kadesh- 
barnea  to  espy  out  the  land ;  and  I  brought  him  word 
again  as  it  was  in  mine  heart.     ^Nevertheless  my  bre- 

D.  4. 
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thren  that  went  up  with  me  made  the  heart  of  the 
people  melt :  but  I  wholly  followed  the  Lord  my  God. 
^And  Moses  sware  on  that  day,  saying,  Surely  the 
land  whereon  thy  feet  have  trodden  shall  be  thine 
inheritance,  and  thy  children's  for  ever,  because  thou 
hast  wholly  followed  the  Lord  my  God.  '°And  now, 
behold,  the  Lord  hath  kept  me  alive,  as  he  said, 
these  forty  and  five  years,  ever  since  the  Lord  spake 
this  word  unto  Moses,  while  the  children  of  Israel 
*  wandered  in  the  wilderness:  and  now,  lo,  I  ^eb.  walked. 
am  this  day  fourscore  and  five  years  old.  ''As  yet  I 
am  as  strong  this  day  as  /  was  in  the  day  that  Moses 
sent  me:  as  my  strength  was  then,  even  so  is  my 
strength  now,  for  war,  both  to  go  out,  and  to  come  in. 
'"Now  therefore  give  me  this  mountain,  whereof  the 
Lord  spake  in  that  day ;  for  thou  heardest  in  that  day 
how  the  Anakims  were  there,  and  that  the  cities  were 
great  and  fenced :  if  so  be  the  Lord  will  he  with  me, 
then  I  shall  be  able  to  drive  them  out,  as  the  Lord 
said. 

'^And  Joshua  blessed  him,  and  gave  unto  Caleb  the 
son  of  Jephunneh  Hebron  for  an  inheritance.  '^  Hebron 
therefore  became  the  inheritance  of  Caleb  the  son  of 
Jephunneh  the  Kenezite  unto  this  day,  because  that 
he  wholly  followed  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  ''And  the 
name  of  Hebron  before  was  Kirjath-arba;  which  Arha 
was  a  great  man  among  the  Anakims. 

And  tlie  land  had  rest  from  war. 

XY.  This  then  was  the  lot  of  the  tribe  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Judah  by  their  families;  even  to  the  border 
of  Edom;  the  wilderness  of  Zin  southward  was  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  south  coast. 

'And  their  south  border  was  from  the  shore  of  the 
salt  sea,  from  the  *bay  that  looketh  southward :  Heb.  tongue. 
^  and  it  went  out  to  the  south  side  to  *Maaleh-  ""J^t/Sr^ 
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acrabbim,  and  passed  along  to  Zin,  and  ascended  up 
on  the  south  side  unto  Kadesh-barnea,  and  passed  along 
to  Hezron,  and  went  up  to  Adar,  and  fetched  a  com- 
pass to  Karkaa :  ^from  thence  it  passed  toward  Azmon, 
and  went  out  unto  the  river  of  Egypt ;  and  the  goings 
out  of  that  coast  were  at  the  sea:  this  shall  be  your 
south  coast. 

^  And  the  east  border  was  the  salt  sea,  even  unto  the 
end  of  Jordan. 

And  theii^  border  in  the  north  quarter  was  from  the 
bay  of  the  sea  at  the  uttermost  part  of  Jordan:  ^and 
the  border  went  up  to  Beth-hogla,  and  passed  along  by 
the  north  of  Beth-arabah ;  and  the  border  went  up  to 
the  stone  of  Bohan  the  son  of  Reuben :  'and  the  border 
went  up  toward  Debir  from  the  valley  of  Achor,  and 
so  northward,  looking  toward  Gilgal,  that  is  before  the 
going  up  to  Adummim,  which  is  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river :  and  the  border  passed  toward  the  waters  of 
En-shemesh,  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  En- 
rogel:  ^and  the  border  went  up  by  the  valley  of  the 
son  of  Hinnom  unto  the  south  side  of  the  Jebusite ;  the 
same  is  Jerusalem :  and  the  border  went  up  to  the  top 
of  the  mountain  that  Heth  before  the  valley  of  Hinnom 
westward,  which  is  at  the  end  of  the  valley  of  the  giants 
northward:  ^and  the  border  was  drawn  from  the  top 
of  the  hill  unto  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  Nephtoah, 
and  went  out  to  the  cities  of  mount  Ephron ;  and  the 
border  was  drawn  to  Baalah,  which  is  Kirjath-jearim : 
'°and  the  border  compassed  from  Baalah  westward  unto 
mount  Seir,  and  passed  along  unto  the  side  of  mount 
Jearim,  which  is  Chesalon,  on  the  north  side,  and  went 
down  to  Beth-shemesh,  and  passed  on  to  Timnah: 
"and  the  border  went  out  unto  the  side  of  Ekron 
northward:  and  the  border  was  drawn  to  Shicron, 
and   passed  along   to   mount  Baalah,  and  went  out 
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unto  Jabneel ;  and  the  goings  out  of  the  border  were 
at  the  sea. 

''And  the  west  border  was  to  the  great  sea,  and  the 
coast  thereof. 

This  is  the  coast  of  the  children  of  Judah  round 
about  according  to  their  famihes. 

'^And  unto  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  he  gave  a 
part  among  the  children  of  Judah,  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  to  Joshua,  even  *the  ^""'^it*^' 
city  of  Arba  the  father  of  Anak,  which  city  is  Hebron. 
"^And  Caleb  drove  thence  the  three  sons  of  Anak, 
Sheshai,  and  Ahiman,  and  Talmai,  the  children  of 
Anak.  '^And  he  went  up  thence  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Debir :  and  the  name  of  Debir  before  was  Kirjath- 
sepher.  '^And  Caleb  said.  He  that  smiteth  Kirjath- 
sepher,  and  taketh  it,  to  him  mil  I  give  Achsah  my 
daughter  to  wife.  ''And  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  the 
brother  of  Caleb,  took  it :  and  he  gave  him  Achsah  his 
daughter  to  wife.  '^And  it  came  to  pass,  as  she  came 
unto  him^  that  she  moved  him  to  ask  of  her  father  a 
field :  and  she  lighted  off  her  ass ;  and  Caleb  said  unto 
her.  What  wouldest  thou?  '^who  answered.  Give  me 
a  blessing ;  for  thou  hast  given  me  a  south  land,  give 
me  also  springs  of  water.  And  he  gave  her  the  upper 
springs,  and  the  nether  springs. 

*°  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children 
of  Judah  according  to  their  families. 

"And  the  uttermost  cities  of  the  tribe  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Judah  toward  the  coast  of  Edom  southward 
were  Kabzeel,  and  Eder,  and  Jagur,  "and  Kinah,  and 
Dimonah,  and  Adadah,  *^and  Kedesh,  and  Hazor,  and 
Ithnan,  "'^Ziph,  and  Telem,  and  Bealoth,  '^and  Hazor, 
Hadattah,  and  Kerioth,  and  Hezron,  which  is  Hazor, 
'^Amam,  and  Shema,  and  Moladah,  ''and  Hazar-gad- 
dah,  and  Heshmon,  and  Beth-palet,  '^and  Hazar-shual, 
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and  Beer-sheba,  and  Bizjothjah,  ^^Baalah,  and  lim, 
and  Azem,  ^"and  Eltolad,  and  Chesil,  and  Hormah, 
''  and  Ziklag,  and  Madmannah,  and  Sansannah, 
^'and  Lebaoth,  and  Shilhim,  and  Ain,  and  Rimmon: 
all  the  cities  are  twenty  and  nine,  with  their  vil- 
lages : 

^^And  in  the  valley,  Eshtaol,  and  Zoreah,  and  Ashnah, 
^^and  Zanoah,  and  En-gannim,  Tappuah,  and  Enam, 
^^Jarmuth,  and  Adullam,  Socoh,  and  Azekah,  ^^and 
Sharaim,  and  Adithaim,  and  Gederah,  *and  Gede-  or,  or. 
rothaim;  fourteen  cities  with  their  villages:  ^^Zenan, 
and  Hadashah,  and  Migdal-gad,  ^^and  Dilean,  and 
Mizpeh,  and  Joktheel,  ^^Lachish,  and  Bozkath,  and 
Eglon,  ^°and  Cabbon,  and  Lahmam,  and  Kithlish,  '^'and 
Gederoth,  Beth-dagon,  and  Naamah,  and  Makkedah; 
sixteen  cities  with  their  villages:  '^'Libnah,  and  Ether, 
and  Ashan,  '^^and  Jiphtah,  and  Ashnah,  and  Xezib, 
'*'*and  Keilah,  and  Achzib,  and  Mareshah;  nine  cities 
with  their  villages:  "^^Ekron  Avith  her  towns  and  her 
villages :  ''^from  Ekron  even  unto  the  sea,  all  that  la^/ 
*near  Ashdod,  with  their  villages;  '^  Ashdod  ^piad^f!' 
Avith  her  towns  and  her  villages,  Gaza  with  her  towns 
and  her  villages,  unto  the  river  of  Egypt,  and  the  great 
sea,  and  the  border  thereof: 

"^^And  in  the  mountains,  Shamir,  and  Jattir,  and 
Socoh,  '^^and  Dannah,  and  Kirjath-sannah,  which  is 
Debir,  ^°and  Anab,  and  Eshtemoh,  and  Anim,  ^'and 
Goshen,  and  Holon,  and  Giloh ;  eleven  cities  with  their 
villages:  ^'Arab,  and  Dumah,  and  Eshean,  "and  Ja- 
num,  and  Beth-tappuah,  and  Aphekah,  ^'^and  Humtah, 
and  Ku^jath-arba,  which  is  Hebron,  and  Zior;  nine 
cities  with  their  villages:  "Maon,  Carmel,  and  Ziph, 
and  Juttah,  ^^and  Jezreel,  and  Jokdeam,  and  Zanoah, 
"  Cain,  Gibeah,  and  Timnah ;  ten  cities  with  their  vil- 
lages: ^^Halhul,  Beth-zur,  and  Gedor,  "and  Maarath, 
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and  Beth-anoth,  and  Eltekon:  six  cities  with  their 
villages:  '^'Kirjath-baal,  which  is  Kirjath-jearim,  and 
Kabbah;  two  cities  with  their  villages:  ^'in  the  wilder- 
ness, Beth-arabah,  Middin,  and  Secacah,  ^'and  Nibshan, 
and  the  city  of  Salt,  and  En-gedi;  six  cities  with  their 
villages. 

^^  As  for  the  Jebusites  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem, 
the  children  of  Judah  could  not  drive  them  out :  but 
the  Jebusites  dwell  with  the  children  of  Judah  at 
Jerusalem  unto  this  day. 

XYI.  And  the  lot  of  the  children  of  Joseph  *fell 
from  Jordan  by  Jericho,  unto  the  water  of  Jeri-  ^%'^r^ 
cho  on  the  east,  to  the  wilderness  that  goeth  up  from 
Jericho  throughout  mount  Beth-el,  'and  goeth  out 
from  Beth-el  to  Luz,  and  passeth  along  unto  the 
borders  of  Archi  to  Ataroth,  ^and  goeth  down  west- 
ward to  the  coast  of  Japhleti,  unto  the  coast  of  Beth- 
horon  the  nether,  and  to  Gezer:  and  the  goings  out 
thereof  are  at  the  sea. 

"^  So  the  children  of  Joseph,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim, 
took  their  inheritance. 

^  And  the  border  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  accord- 
ing to  their  families  was  thus:  even  the  border  of  their 
inheritance  on  the  east  side  was  Ataroth-addar,  unto 
Beth-horon  the  upper:  ^and  the  border  went  out 
toward  the  sea  to  Michmethah  on  the  north  side ;  and 
the  border  Avent  about  eastward  unto  Taanath-shiloh, 
and  passed  by  it  on  the  east  to  Janohah;  ^and  it  went 
down  from  Janohah  to  Ataroth,  and  to  Naarath,  and 
came  to  Jericho,  and  went  out  at  Jordan.  ^The  bor- 
der went  out  from  Tappuah  westward  unto  the  river 
Kanah ;  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  the  sea. 
This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Ephraim  by  their  families.  ^And  the  separate  cities 
for  the  children  of  Ephraim  were  among  the  inherit- 
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ance  of  the  children  of  Manasseh,  all  the  cities  with 
their  villages.  '°And  they  drave  not  out  the  Canaan- 
ites  that  dwelt  in  Gezer:  but  the  Canaanites  dwell 
among  the  Ephraimites  unto  this  day,  and  serve 
under  tribute. 

XYII.  There  was  also  a  lot  for  the  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh; for  he  was  the  firstborn  of  Joseph;  to  wit^  for 
Machir  the  firstborn  of  Manasseh,  the  father  of  Gilead : 
because  he  was  a  man  of  war,  therefore  he  had  Gilead 
and  Bashan.  *  There  was  also  a  lot  for  the  rest  of  the 
children  of  Manasseh  by  their  families ;  for  the  children 
of  Abiezer,  and  for  the  children  of  Helek,  and  for  the 
children  of  Asriel,  and  for  the  children  of  Shechem, 
and  for  the  children  of  Hepher,  and  for  the  children 
of  Shemida :  these  luere  the  male  children  of  Manasseh 
the  son  of  Joseph  by  their  families. 

^But  Zelophehad,  the  son  of  Hepher,  the  son  of 
Gilead,  the  son  of  Machir,  the  son  of  Manasseh,  had 
no  sons,  but  daughters:  and  these  are  the  names  of 
his  daughters,  Mahlah,  and  Noah,  Hoglah,  Milcah, 
and  Tirzah.  '*And  they  came  near  before  Eleazar  the 
priest,  and  before  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  before 
the  princes,  saying,  The  Lord  commanded  Moses  to 
give  us  an  inheritance  among  our  brethren.  Therefore 
according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  he  gave 
them  an  inheritance  among  the  brethren  of  their  father. 

^And  there  fell  ten  portions  to  Manasseh,  beside 
the  land  of  Gilead  and  Bashan,  which  luere  on  the 
other  side  of  Jordan ;  ^because  the  daughters  of  Manas- 
seh had  an  inheritance  among  his  sons :  and  the  rest 
of  Manasseh's  sons  had  the  land  of  Gilead.  ^And  the 
coast  of  Manasseh  was  from  Asher  to  Michmethah, 
that  lieth  before  Shechem ;  and  the  border  went  along 
on  the  right  hand  unto  the  inhabitants  of  En-tappuah. 
^ Now  Manasseh  had  the  land  of  Tappuah:  but  Tap- 
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puah  on  the  borders  of  Manasseh  belonged  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Ephraim;  ^and  the  coast  descended  unto  the 

*  river  Kanah,  southward  of  the  river:  these  ^J/rLl^. 
cities  of  Ephraim  are  among  the  cities  of  Manasseh : 
the  coast  of  Manasseh  also  was  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  and  the  outgoings  of  it  were  at  the  sea: 
'° southward  it  was  Ephraim's,  and  northward  it  was 
Manasseh's,  and  the  sea  is  his  border;  and  they  met 
together  in  Asher  on  the  north,  and  in  Issachar  on 
the  east.  "And  Manasseh  had  in  Issachar  and  in 
Asher  Beth-shean  and  her  towns,  and  Ibleam  and  her 
towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Dor  and  her  towns,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  En-dor  and  her  towns,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Taanach  and  her  towns,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Megiddo  and  her  towns,  even  three  countries. 

"Yet  the  children  of  Manasseh  could  not  drive  out 
the  inhabitants  of  those  cities;  but  the  Canaanites 
would  dwell  in  that  land.  '^Yet  it  came  to  pass, 
when  the  children  of  Israel  were  waxen  strong,  that 
they  put  the  Canaanites  to  tribute ;  but  did  not  utterly 
drive  them  out. 

'"^And  the  children  of  Joseph  spake  unto  Joshua, 
saying.  Why  hast  thou  given  me  but  one  lot  and  one 
portion  to  inherit,  seeing  I  am  a  great  people,  foras- 
much as  the  LoED  hath  blessed  me  hitherto?  '^And 
Joshua  answered  them.  If  thou  be  a  great  people,  then 
get  thee  up  to  the  wood  country^  and  cut  down  for 
thyself  there  in  th^  land  of  the  Perizzites  and  of  the 

*  giants,  if  mount  Ephraim  be  too  narrow  for  thee,  %'ahnl 
''And  the  children  of  Joseph  said.  The  hill  is  not 
enough  for  us:  and  all  the  Canaanites  that  dwell  in 
the  land  of  the  valley  have  chariots  of  iron,  both  they 
who  are  of  Beth-shean  and  her  towns,  and  they  who 
are  of  the  valley  of  Jezreel.  '^  And  Joshua  spake  unto 
the  house  of  Joseph,  even  to  Ephraim  and  to  Manas- 
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sell,  saying,  Thou  art  a  great  people,  and  hast  great 
power:  thou  shalt  not  have  one  lot  only:  '^but  the 
mountain  shall  be  thine;  for  it  is  a  wood,  and  thou 
shalt  cut  it  down :  and  the  outgoings  of  it  shall 
be  thine:  for  thou  shalt  drive  out  the  Canaanites, 
though  they  have  iron  chariots,  and  though  they  be 
strong. 

XVIII.  And  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children 
of  Israel  assembled  together  at  Shiloh,  and  set  up  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation  there.  And  the  land 
was  subdued  before  them. 

^And  there  remained  among  the  children  of  Israel 
seven  tribes,  which  had  not  yet  received  their  inheri- 
tance. ^And  Joshua  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel, 
How  long  are  ye  slack  to  go  to  possess  the  land,  which 
the  LoKD  God  of  your  fathers  hath  given  you?  "^Give 
out  from  among  you  three  men  for  each  tribe:  and 
I  will  send  them,  and  they  shall  rise,  and  go  through 
the  land,  and  describe  it  according  to  the  inheritance 
of  them;  and  they  shall  come  again  to  me.  ^And 
they  shall  divide  it  into  seven  parts:  Judah  shall 
abide  in  their  coast  on  the  south,  and  the  house  of 
Joseph  shall  abide  in  their  coasts  on  the  north.  ^  Ye 
shall  therefore  describe  the  land  iiito  seven  parts, 
and  bring  the  description  hither  to  me,  that  I  may 
cast  lots  for  you  here  before  the  Lord  our  God. 
'But  the  Levites  have  no  part  among  you;  for  the 
priesthood  of  the  Lord  is  their  inheritance:  and 
Gad,  and  Eeuben,  and  half  the  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
have  received  their  inheritance  beyond  Jordan  on 
the  east,  which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  gave 
them. 

^  And  the  men  arose,  and  went  away :  and  Joshua 
charged  them  that  went  to  describe  the  land,  saying, 
Go  and  walk  through  the  land,  and  describe  it,  and 
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come  again  to  me,  that  I  may  here  cast  lots  for  you 
before  the  Lord  in  Shiloh. 

^And  the  men  went  and  passed  through  the  land, 
and  described  it  by  cities  into  seven  parts  in  a  book, 
and  came  again  to  Joshua  to  the  host  at  Shiloh.  '"  And 
Joshua  cast  lots  for  them  in  Shiloh  before  the  Lord  : 
and  there  Joshua  divided  the  land  unto  the  children 
of  Israel  according  to  their  divisions. 

"And  the  lot  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin came  up  according  to  their  families:  and  the 
coast  of  their  lot  came  forth  between  the  children  of 
Judah  and  the  children  of  Joseph. 

'"And  their  border  on  the  north  side  was  from 
Jordan:  and  the  border  went  up  to  the  side  of  Je- 
richo on  the  north  side,  and  went  up  through  the 
mountains  westward ;  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were 
at  the  wilderness  of  Beth-aven.  '^And  the  border 
went  over  from  thence  toward  Luz,  to  the  side  of 
Luz,  which  is  Beth-el,  southward;  and  the  border 
descended  to  Ataroth-adar,  near  the  hill  that  lieth  on 
the  south  side  of  the  nether  Beth-horon. 

'*And  the  border  was  drawn  thence^  and  compassed 
the  corner  of  the  sea  southward,  from  the  hill  that 
lieth  before  Beth-horon  southward ;  and  the  goings  out 
thereof  were  at  Kirjath-baal,  which  is  Kirjath-jearim, 
a  city  of  the  children  of  Judah:  this  icas  the  west 
quarter. 

'^And  the  south  quarter  was  from  the  end  of  Kir- 
jath-jearim, and  the  border  went  out  on  the  west,  and 
went  out  to  the  well  of  waters  of  Nephtoah :  '^and  the 
border  came  down  to  the  end  of  the  mountain  that 
lieth  before  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  and 
which  is  in  the  valley  of  the  giants  on  the  north,  and 
descended  to  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  to  the  side  of 
Jebusi,  on  the  south,  and  descended  to  En-rogel,  '^and 


JOSHUA,   XIX.  43 

was  drawn  from  the  north,  and  went  forth  to  En-she- 
mesh,  and  went  forth  toward  Geliloth,  which  is  over 
against  the  going  up  of  Adummim,  and  descended  to 
the  stone  of  Bohan  the  son  of  Reuben,  '^and  passed 
alono;  toward  the  side  over  a<?ainst  *Arabah  ov,the plain. 
northward,  and  went  down  unto  Arabah:  '^and  the 
border  passed  along  to  the  side  of  Beth-hoglah  north- 
ward, and  the  outgoings  of  the  border  were  at  the 
north  *  bay  of  the  salt  sea  at  the  south  end  of  Heb.  tongue. 
Jordan :  this  was  the  south  coast. 

'°And  Jordan  was  the  border  of  it  on  the  east  side. 
This  was  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Benjamin, 
by  the  coasts  thereof  round  about,  according  to  their 
families. 

^'  Now  the  cities  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin according  to  their  families  were  Jericho,  and 
Beth-hoglah,  and  the  valley  of  Keziz,  "and  Beth-ara- 
bah,  and  Zemaraim,  and  Beth-el,  '^and  Avim,  and 
Parah,  and  Ophrah,  ''^and  Chephar-haammonai,  and 
Ophni,  and  Gaba;  twelve  cities  with  their  villages: 
"'  Gibeon,  and  Ramah,  and  Beeroth,  '^  and  Mispeh,  and 
Chephirah,  and  Mozah,  '^and  Rekem,  and  Irpeel,  and 
Taralah,  '^and  Zelah,  Eleph,  and  Jebusi,  which  is 
Jerusalem,  Gibeath,  and  Kirjath ;  fourteen  cities  with 
their  villages.  This  is  the  inheritance  of*  the  children 
of  Benjamin  according  to  their  families. 

XIX.  And  the  second  lot  came  forth  to  Simeon, 
even  for  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Simeon  according 
to  their  famihes :  and  their  inheritance  was  within  the 
inheritance  of  the  children  of  Judah.  "^  And  they  had  in 
their  inheritance  Beer-sheba,  and  Sheba,  and  Moladah, 
^and  Hazar-shual,  and  Balah,  and  Azem,  "^and  Eltolad, 
and  Bethul,  and  Hormah,  ^and  Ziklag,  and  Beth-mar- 
caboth,  and  Hazar-susah,  ^and  Beth-lebaoth,  and  Sha- 
ruen;   thirteen  cities  and  their  villages:  ^Ain,  Rem- 
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mon,  and  Ether,  and  Ashan;  four  cities  and  their 
villages:  ^and  all  the  villages  that  were  round  about 
these  cities  to  Baalath-beer,  Ramoth  of  the  south. 
This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Simeon  according  to  their  families.  ^Out  of  the  por- 
tion of  the  children  of  Judah  was  the  inheritance  of 
the  children  of  Simeon :  for  the  part  of  the  children  of 
Judah  was  too  much  for  them :  therefore  the  children 
of  Simeon  had  their  inheritance  within  the  inheritance 
of  them. 

'''And  the  third  lot  came  up  for  the  children  of 
Zebulun  according  to  their  families:  and  the  border 
of  their  inheritance  was  unto  Sarid:  "and  their  bor- 
der went  up  toward  the  sea,  and  Maralah,  and  reached 
to  Dabbasheth,  and  reached  to  the  river  that  is  before 
Jokneam;  ''and  turned  from  Sarid  eastward  toward  the 
sun-rising  unto  the  border  of  Chisloth- tabor,  and  then 
goeth  out  to  Daberath,  and  goeth  up  to  Japhia,  '^and 
from  thence  passeth  on  along  on  the  east  to  Gittah- 
hepher,  to  Ittah-kazin,  and  goeth  out  to  Eemmon- 
*methoar  to  Neah;  ''^and  the  border  compasseth  ^s'driwn. 
it  on  the  north  side  to  Hannathon :  and  the  outgoings 
thereof  are  in  the  valley  of  Jiphthah-el. 

'^And  Kattath,  and  Nahallal,  and  Shimron,  and 
Idalah,  and  Beth-lehem:  twelve  cities  with  their  vil- 
lages. '^This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of 
Zebulun  according  to  their  families,  these  cities  with 
their  villages. 

'"^ And  the  fourth  lot  came  out  to  Issachar,  for  the 
children  of  Issachar  according  to  their  families.  '^  And 
their  border  was  toward  Jezreel,  and  Chesulloth,  and 
Shunem,  '^and  Haphraim,  and  Shihon,  and  Anaharath, 
^°and  Rabbith,  and  Kishion,  and  Abez,  "'and  Remeth, 
and  En-gannim,  and  En-haddah,  and  Beth-pazzez: 
"and  the  coast  reacheth  to  Tabor,  and  Shahazimah, 
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and  Beth-shemesh ;  and  the  outgoings  of  their  border 
were  at  Jordan:  sixteen  cities  with  their  villages. 
*^  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children 
of  Issachar  according  to  their  families,  the  cities  and 
their  villages. 

"■^And  the  fifth  lot  came  out  for  the  tribe  of  the 
children  of  Asher  according  to  their  families.  '^  And 
their  border  was  Helkath,  and  Hali,  and  Beten,  and 
Achshaph,  '^and  Alammelech,  and  Amad,  and  Misheal : 
and  reacheth  to  Carmel  westward,  and  to  Shihor-lib- 
jiath;  '^and  turneth  toward  the  sunrising  to  Beth- 
dagon,  and  reacheth  to  Zebulun,  and  to  the  valley  of 
Jiphthah-el,  toward  the  north  side  of  Beth-emek,  and 
Neiel,  and  goeth  out  to  Cabul  on  the  left  hand,  *^and 
Hebron,  and  Kehob,  and  Hammon,  and  Kanah,  even 
unto  great  Zidon;  '^and  then  the  coast  turneth  to  Ea- 
mah,  and  to  the  strong  city  *Tyre;  and  the  Heb.  r^or. 
coast  turneth  to  Hosah;  and  the  outgoings  thereof 
are  at  the  sea  from  the  coast  to  Achzib:  ^°Ummah 
also,  and  Aphek,  and  Rehob:  twenty  and  two  cities 
with  their  villages.  ^'This  is  the  inheritance  of  the 
tribe  of  the  children  of  Asher  according  to  their 
families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

^'The  sixth  lot  came  out  to  the  children  of  ISTaph- 
tali,  even  for  the  children  of  Xaphtali  according  to 
their  famihes.  ^^And  their  coast  was  from  Heleph, 
from  Allon  to  Zaanannim,  and  Adami,  Nekeb,  and 
Jabneel,  unto  Lakum ;  and  the  outgoings  thereof 
were  at  Jordan:  ^^and  then  the  coast  turneth  west- 
ward to  Aznoth-tabor,  and  goeth  out  from  thence  to 
Hukkok,  and  reacheth  to  Zebulun  on  the  south  side, 
and  reacheth  to  Asher  on  the  west  side,  and  to  Judah 
upon  Jordan  toward  the  sunrising. 

^^And  the  fenced  cities  are  Ziddim,  Zer,  and  Ham- 
math,  Rakkath,  and  Chinnereth,  ^^and  Adamah,  and 
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Ramah,  and  Hazor,  "and  Kedesli,  and  Edrei,  and 
En-hazor,  ^^and  Iron,  and  Migdal-el,  Horem,  and 
Beth-anath,  and  Beth-shemesh ;  nineteen  cities  with 
their  villages.  ^^This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe 
of  the  children  of  Naphtali  according  to  their  families, 
the  cities  and  their  villages. 

^°And  the  seventh  lot  came  out  for  the  tribe  of  the 
children  of  Dan  according  to  their  families.  ^'  And  the 
coast  of  their  inheritance  was  Zorah,  and  Eshtaol,  and 
Ir-shemesh,  *'and  Shaalabbin,  and  Ajalon,  and  Jeth- 
lah,  '^^and  Elon,  and  Thimnathah,  and  Ekron,  '^^and 
Eltekeh,  and  Gibbethon,  and  Baalath,  "^^and  Jehud, 
and  Bene-berak,  and  Gath-rimmon,  ^^and  Me-jarkon, 
and  Rakkon,  with  the  border*  before  *Japho.  8J:5^;;r'"'- 
'*^And  the  coast  of  the  children  of  Dan  went  out  too 
little  for  them :  therefore  the  children  of  Dan  went  up 
to  fight  against  Leshem,  and  took  it,  and  smote  it 
with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  possessed  it,  and 
dwelt  therein,  and  called  Leshem,  Dan,  after  the 
name  of  Dan  their  father.  '^^This  is  the  inheritance 
of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Dan  according  to  their 
families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

^^AVhen  they  had  made  an  end  of  dividing  the  land 
for  inheritance  by  their  coasts,  the  children  of  Israel 
gave  an  inheritance  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  among 
them:  ^° according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  they  gave 
him  a  city  which  he  asked,  even  Timnath-serah  in 
mount  Ephraim:  and  he  built  the  city,  and  dwelt 
therein. 

^' These  are  the  inheritances,  which  Eleazar  the 
priest,  and  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  the  heads  of 
the  fathers  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
divided  for  an  inheritance  by  lot  in  Shiloh  before  the 
Lord,  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation. 
So  they  made  an  end  of  dividing  the  country. 


JOSHUA,   XX.   XXI.  47 

XX.  The  Lord  also  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying, 
'Speak  to  the  children  of  Israel,  saying,  Appoint  out 
for  you  cities  of  refuge,  whereof  I  spake  unto  you  by 
the  hand  of  Moses:  ^that  the  slayer  that  killeth  any 
person  unawares  and  unwittingly  may  flee  thither: 
and  they  shall  be  your  refuge  from  the  avenger  of 
blood.  '^  And  when  he  that  doth  flee  unto  one  of  those 
cities  shall  stand  at  the  entering  of  the  gate  of  the 
city,  and  shall  declare  his  cause  in  the  ears  of  the 
elders  of  that  city,  they  shall  take  him  into  the  city 
unto  them,  and  give  him  a  place,  that  he  may  dwell 
among  them.  ^And  if  the  avenger  of  blood  pursue 
after  him,  then  they  shall  not  deliver  the  slayer  up 
into  his  hand;  because  he  smote  his  neighbour  un- 
wittingly, and  hated  him  not  beforetime.  ^And  he 
shall  dwell  in  that  city,  until  he  stand  before  the 
congregation  to  judgment,  and  until  the  death  of  the 
high  priest  that  shall  be  in  those  days:  then  shall 
the  slayer  return,  and  come  unto  his  own  city,  and 
unto  his  own  house,  unto  the  city  from  whence  he 
fled. 

^And  they  *  appointed  Kedesh  in  Galilee  •Reh.Bandijied. 
in  mount  Naphtali,  and  Shechem  in  mount  Ephraim, 
and  Kirjath-arba,  which  is  Hebron,  in  the  mountain 
of  Judah.  ^  And  on  the  other  side  Jordan  by  Jericho 
eastward,  they  assigned  Bezer  in  the  wilderness  upon 
the  plain  out  of  the  tribe  of  Eeuben,  and  Ramoth  in 
Gilead  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  Golan  in  Bashan 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh.  ^  These  were  the  cities 
appointed  for  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  for  the 
stranger  that  sojourneth  among  them,  that  whosoever 
killeth  any  person  at  unawares  might  flee  thither,  and 
not  die  by  the  hand  of  the  avenger  of  blood,  until  he 
stood  before  the  congregation. 

XXI.  Then  came  near  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of 
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the  Levites  unto  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  unto  Joshua 
the  son  of  Nun,  and  unto  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of 
the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  ^  and  they  spake 
unto  them  at  Shiloh  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  saying, 
The  Lord  commanded  by  the  hand  of  Moses  to  give 
us  cities  to  dwell  in,  with  the  suburbs  thereof  for  our 
cattle.  ^And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  unto  the 
Levites  out  of  their  inheritance,  at  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord,  these  cities  and  their  suburbs. 

"^And  the  lot  came  out  for  the  families  of  the  Ko- 
hathites :  and  the  children  of  Aaron  the  priest,  which 
were  of  the  Levites,  had  by  lot  out  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon,  and  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  thirteen  cities. 

^  And  the  rest  of  the  children  of  Kohath  had  by  lot 
out  of  the  families  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Dan,  and  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
ten  cities. 

^  And  the  children  of  Gershon  had  by  lot  out  of  the 
families  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  and  out  of  the  tribe 
of  Asher,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  and  out 
of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  in  Bashan,  thirteen 
cities. 

'The  children  of  Merari  by  their  families  had 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  out  of  the  tribe 
of  Gad,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun,  twelve 
cities. 

^And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  by  lot  unto  the 
Levites  these  cities  with  their  suburbs,  as  the  Lord 
commanded  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

^  And  they  gave  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Judah,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Simeon, 
these  cities  which  are  here  *  mentioned  by  name,  Heb.eaWe^. 
'°  which  the  children  of  Aaron  being  of  the  families  of 
the  Kohathites,  who  were  of  the  children  of  Levi,  had : 
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for  their's  was  the  first  lot.  "And  they  gave  them 
*the  city  of  Arba  the  flither  of  Anak,  which  ^''^tt"" 
city  is  Hebron,  in  the  hill  country  of  Judah,  with  the 
suburbs  thereof  round  about  it.  ''But  the  fields  of 
the  city,  and  the  villages  thereof,  gave  they  to  Caleb 
the  son  of  Jephunneh  for  his  possession.  '^  Thus  they 
gave  to  the  children  of  Aaron  the  priest  Hebron  with 
her  suburbs,  to  he  a  city  of  refuge  for  the  slayer; 
and  Libnah  with  her  suburbs,  '"^and  Jattir  with  her 
suburbs,  and  Eshtemoa  with  her  suburbs,  '^and  Holon 
with  her  suburbs,  and  Debir  with  her  suburbs,  '^  and 
Ain  with  her  suburbs,  and  Juttah  with  her  suburbs, 
and  Beth-shemesh  with  her  suburbs:  nine  cities  out 
of  those  two  tribes.  '^And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin, Gibeon  with  her  suburbs,  Geba  with  her  sub- 
urbs, '^Anathoth  Avith  her  suburbs,  and  Almon  with 
her  suburbs;  four  cities.  '^All  the  cities  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Aaron,  the  priests,  ivere  thirteen  cities  with 
their  suburbs. 

'°And  the  families  of  the  children  of  Kohath,  the 
Levites  which  remained  of  the  children  of  Kohath, 
even  they  had  the  cities  of  their  lot  out  of  the  tribe  of 
Ephraim.  "'  For  they  gave  them  Shechem  with  her 
suburbs  in  mount  Ephraim,  to  he  a  city  of  refuge  for 
the  slayer:  and  Gezer  with  her  suburbs,  "and  Kibzaim 
with  her  suburbs,  and  Beth-horon  with  her  suburbs ; 
four  cities.  '^And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  Eltekeh 
with  her  suburbs,  Gibbethon  with  her  suburbs,  ''^Aija- 
lon  with  her  suburbs,  Gath-rimmon  with  her  suburbs ; 
four  cities.  '^And  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
Tanach  with  her  suburbs,  and  Gath-rimmon  with  her 
suburbs;  two  cities.  '''^All  the  cities  icere  ten  with 
their  suburbs  for  the  families  of  the  children  of  Kohath 
that  remained. 

''  And  unto  the  children  of  Gershon,  of  the  families 
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of  the  Levites,  out  of  the  other  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
they  gave  Golan  in  Bashan  with  her  suburbs,  to  he  a 
city  of  refuge  for  the  slayer ;  and  Beesh-terah  with  her 
suburbs ;  two  cities.  '^  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar, 
Kishon  with  her  suburbs,  Dabareh  with  her  suburbs, 
*^Jarmuth  with  her  suburbs,  En-gannim  with  her 
suburbs ;  four  cities.  ^°  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher, 
Mishal  with  her  suburbs,  Abdon  with  her  suburbs, 
^'  Helkath  with  her  suburbs,  and  Kehob  with  her 
suburbs;  four  cities.  ^' And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Naph- 
tali,  Kedesli  in  Galilee  with  her  suburbs,  to  he  a  city 
of  refuge  for  the  slayer ;  and  Hammoth-dor  with  her 
suburbs,  and  Kartan  with  her  suburbs;  three  cities. 
^^All  the  cities  of  the  Gershonites  according  to  their 
families  were  thirteen  cities  with  their  suburbs. 

^"^And  unto  the  families  of  the  children  of  Merari, 
the  rest  of  the  Levites,  out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun, 
Jokneam  with  her  suburbs,  and  Kartah  with  her  sub- 
urbs, "Dimnah  with  her  suburbs,  Nahalal  with  her 
suburbs ;  four  cities.  ^^And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Eeuben, 
Bezer  with  her  suburbs,  and  Jahazah  with  her  suburbs, 
'^  Kedemoth  with  her  suburbs,  and  Mephaath  with  her 
suburbs ;  four  cities.  ^^And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad, 
Ramoth  in  Gilead  with  her  suburbs,  to  he  a  city  of  re- 
fuge for  the  slayer;  and  Mahanaim  with  her  suburbs, 
^^  Heshbon  with  her  suburbs,  Jazer  with  her  suburbs ; 
four  cities  in  all.  ^°  So  all  the  cities  for  the  children 
of  Merari  by  their  families,  which  were  remaining  of 
the  families  of  the  Levites,  were  hy  their  lot  twelve 
cities. 

■^'  All  the  cities  of  the  Levites  within  the  possession 
of  the  children  of  Israel  ivere  forty  and  eight  cities 
with  their  suburbs.  ^^  These  cities  were  every  one 
with  their  suburbs  round  about  them:  thus  icere  all 
these  cities. 
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*' And  the  Lord  gave  unto  Israel  all  the  land  which 
he  sware  to  give  unto  their  fathers ;  and  they  possessed 
it,  and  dwelt  therein.  '^'^And  the  Lord  gave  them  rest 
round  about,  according  to  all  that  he  sware  unto  their 
fathers :  and  there  stood  not  a  man  of  all  their  enemies 
before  them;  the  Lord  delivered  all  their  enemies 
into  their  hand.  ^'^  There  failed  not  ought  of  any  good 
thing  which  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  the  house  of 
Israel ;  all  came  to  pass. 

XX 11.  Then  Joshua  called  the  Eeubenites,  and 
the  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  ^and  said 
unto  them.  Ye  have  kept  all  that  Moses  the  servant 
of  the  Lord  commanded  you,  and  have  obeyed  my 
voice  in  all  that  I  commanded  you :  ^  ye  have  not  left 
your  brethren  these  many  days  unto  this  day,  but  have 
kept  the  charge  of  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  your 
God.  "^And  no\7  the  Lord  your  God  hath  given  rest 
unto  your  brethren,  as  he  promised  them :  therefore 
now  return  ye,  and  get  you  unto  your  tents,  and  unto 
the  land  of  your  possession,  which  Moses  the  servant 
of  the  Lord  gave  you  on  the  other  side  Jordan.  ^But 
take  diligent  heed  to  do  the  commandment  and  the 
law,  which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  charged 
you,  to  love  the  Lord  your  God,  and  to  walk  in  all  his 
ways,  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  and  to  cleave 
unto  him,  and  to  serve  him  with  all  your  heart  and 
with  all  your  soul. 

^  So  Joshua  blessed  them,  and  sent  them  away :  and 
they  went  unto  their  tents.  ^  Now  to  the  one  half  of 
the  tribe  of  Manasseh  Moses  had  given  possession  in 
Bashan :  but  unto  the  other  half  thereof  gave  Joshua 
among  their  brethren  on  this  side  Jordan  westward. 
And  when  Joshua  sent  them  away  also  unto  their 
tents,  then  he  blessed  them,  ^  and  he  spake  unto  them, 
saying.  Return  with  much  riches  unto  your  tents,  and 
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with  very  much  cattle,  with  silver,  and  with  gold, 
and  with  brass,  and  with  iron,  and  with  very  much 
raiment :  divide  the  spoil  of  your  enemies  with  your 
brethren. 

^And  the  children  of  Eeuben  and  the  children  of 
Gad  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  returned,  and  de- 
parted from  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Shiloh,  which 
is  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  to  go  unto  the  country  of 
Gilead,  to  the  land  of  their  possession,  whereof  they 
were  possessed,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  by 
the  hand  of  Moses. 

'°And  when  they  came  unto  the  borders  of  Jordan, 
that  ai^e  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  children  of  Reuben 
and  the  children  of  Gad  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh built  there  an  altar  by  Jordan,  a  great  altar  to 
see  to. 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  heard  say.  Behold,  the 
children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and  the 
half  tribe  of  Manasseh  have  built  an  altar  over  against 
the  land  of  Canaan,  in  the  borders  of  Jordan,  at  the 
passage  of  the  children  of  Israel.  '''And  when  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  heard  of  it^  the  whole  congregation  of 
the  children  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together  at 
Shiloh,  to  go  up  to  war  against  them..  '^And  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  sent  unto  the  children  of  Reuben,  and 
to  the  children  of  Gad,  and  to  the  half  tribe  of  j\Ianas- 
seh,  into  the  land  of  Gilead,  Phinehas  the  son  of  Elea- 
zar  the  priest,  '"^and  with  him  ten  princes,  of  each 
*  chief  house  a  prince  throughout  all  the  tribes  ^IhefSer'!^ 
of  Israel :  and  each  one  was  an  head  of  the  house  of 
their  fathers  among  the  thousands  of  Israel.  '^And 
they  came  unto  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  to  the 
children  of  Gad,  and  to  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
unto  the  land  of  Gilead,  and  they  spake  with  them, 
saying,  '^  Thus  saith  the  whole  congregation  of  the 
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Lord,  What  trespass  is  this  that  ye  have  committed 
n gainst  the  God  of  Israel,  to  turn  away  this  day  from 
folIoAving  the  Lord,  in  that  ye  have  builded  you  an 
altar,  that  ye  might  rebel  this  day  against  the  Lord  ? 
'^  Is  the  iniquity  of  Peor  too  little  for  us,  from  which 
we  are  not  cleansed  until  this  day,  although  there  was 
a  plague  in  the  congregation  of  the  Lord,  '^but  that 
ye  must  turn  away  this  day  from  follomng  the  Lord? 
and  it  will  be,  seeing  ye  rebel  to  day  against  the  Lord, 
that  to  morrow  he  will  be  wroth  with  the  whole  con- 
gregation of  Israel.  '^  Notwithstanding,  if  the  land  of 
your  possession  he  unclean,  then  pass  ye  over  unto  the 
land  of  the  possession  of  the  Lord,  wherein  the  Lord's 
tabernacle  dwelleth,  and  take  possession  among  us: 
but  rebel  not  against  the  Lord,  nor  rebel  against  us, 
in  building  you  an  altar  beside  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
our  God.  ^"  Did  not  Achan  the  son  of  Zerah  commit 
a  trespass  in  the  accursed  thing,  and  wrath  fell  on  all 
the  congregation  of  Israel  ?  and  that  man  perished  not 
alone  in  his  iniquity. 

*'  Then  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of 
Gad  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  answered,  and 
said  unto  the  heads  of  the  thousands  of  Israel,  "  The 
Lord  God  of  gods,  the  Lord  God  of  gods,  he  knoweth, 
and  Israel  he  shall  know;  if  it  be  in  rebellion,  or  if  in 
transgression  against  the  Lord,  (save  us  not  this  day,) 
'Hhat  we  have  built  us  an  altar  to  turn  from  following 
the  Lord,  or  if  to  offer  thereon  burnt  offering  or  meat 
offering,  or  if  to  offer  peace  offerings  thereon,  let  the 
Lord  himself  require  it;  '^and  if  we  have  not  rather 
done  it  for  fear  of  this  thing,  saying,  *In  time  to  f,lrrow. 
come  your  children  might  speak  unto  our  children, 
saying.  What  have  ye  to  do  with  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel?  '^  For  the  Lord  hath  made  Jordan  a  border 
between  us  and  you,  ye  children  of  Eeuben  and  chil- 
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clren  of  Gad ;  ye  have  no  part  in  the  Lord  ;  so  shall 
your  children  make  our  children  cease  from  fearing 
the  LoKD.  '^  Therefore  we  said,  Let  us  now  prepare 
to  build  us  an  altar,  not  for  burnt  offering,  nor  for 
sacrifice:  *^but  that  it  may  be  a  witness  between  us, 
and  you,  and  our  generations  after  us,  that  we  might 
do  the  service  of  the  Lord  before  him  with  our  burnt 
offerings,  and  with  our  sacrifices,  and  with  our  peace 
offerings;  that  your  children  may  not  say  to  our 
children  in  time  to  come.  Ye  have  no  part  in  the 
Lord.  ^^  Therefore  said  we,  that  it  shall  be,  when 
they  should  so  say  to  us  or  to  our  generations  in  time 
to  come,  that  we  may  say  again^  Behold  the  pattern 
of  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  which  our  fathers  made,  not 
for  burnt  offerings,  nor  for  sacrifices;  but  it  is  a  wit- 
ness between  us  and  you.  ^^God  forbid  that  we  should 
rebel  against  the  Lord,  and  turn  this  day  from  fol- 
lowing the  Lord,  to  build  an  altar  for  burnt  offer- 
ings, for  meat  offerings,  or  for  sacrifices,  beside  the 
altar  of  the  Lord  our  God  that  is  before  his  taber- 
nacle. 

^°And  when  Phinehas  the  priest,  and  the  princes  of 
the  congregation  and  heads  of  the  thousands  of  Israel 
which  icere  with  him,  heard  the  words  that  the  chil- 
dren of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Manasseh  spake,  *  it  pleased  them.  ^tflll'rZr'^ 
^'And  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  the  priest  said  unto 
the  children  of  Reuben,  and  to  the  children  of  Gad, 
and  to  the  children  of  Manasseh,  This  day  we  perceive 
that  the  Lord  is  among  us,  because  ye  have  not  com- 
mitted this  trespass  against  the  Lord  :  *now  ye  Heb.  then. 
have  delivered  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  the  hand 
of  the  Lord. 

^*And  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  the  priest  and 
the  princes,  returned  from  the  children  of  Reuben, 
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and  from  the  children  of  Gad,  out  of  the  land  of  Gilead, 
unto  the  land  of  Canaan,  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and 
brought  them  word  again.  ^^And  the  thing  pleased 
the  children  of  Israel;  and  the  children  of  Israel 
blessed  God,  and  did  not  intend  to  go  up  against 
them  in  battle,  to  destroy  the  land  wherein  the  chil- 
dren of  Eeuben  and  Gad  dwelt. 

^^And  the  children  of  Keuben  and  the  children  of 
Gad  called  the  altar  *Ed:  for  it  shall  he  a  wit-  ^^^;^^^:'3.^ 
ness  between  us  that  the  Lord  is  God. 

XXIIL  And  it  came  to  pass  a  long  time  after  that 
the  Lord  had  given  rest  unto  Israel  from  all  their 
enemies  round  about,  that   Joshua  waxed   old  and 

*  stricken  in  age.  'And  Joshua  called  for  all  S/Z^r 
Israel,  and  for  their  elders,  and  for  their  heads,  and 
for  their  judges,  and  for  their  officers,  and  said  unto 
them,  I  am  old  and  stricken  in  age  :  ^and  ye  have  seen 
all  that  the  Lord  your  God  hath  done  unto  all  these 
nations  because  of  you;  for  the  Lord  your  God  is  he 
that  hath  fought  for  you.  ''  Behold,  I  have  divided 
unto  you  by  lot  these  nations  that  remain,  to  be  an 
inheritance  for  your  tribes,  from  Jordan,  with  all  the 
nations  that  I  have  cut  off,  even  unto  the  great  sea 

*  westward.  ^fa^T 

^  And  the  Lord  your  God,  he  shall  expel  them  from 
before  you,  and  drive  them  from  out  of  your  sight; 
and  ye  shall  possess  their  land,  as  the  Lord  your  God 
hath  promised  unto  you.  ^  Be  ye  therefore  very  cou- 
rageous to  keep  and  to  do  all  that  is  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  that  ye  turn  not  aside 
therefrom  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left;  Hhat  ye 
come  not  among  these  nations,  these  that  remain 
among  you  ;  neither  make  mention  of  the  name  of 
their  gods,  nor  cause  to  swear  hy  them^  neither  serve 
them,  nor  bow  yourselves  unto  them :  '*but  ^''c{Zv{/47'^[ 
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cleave  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  as  ye  have  clone  unto 
this  clay.  '  *  For  the  Lord  hath  driven  out  ^''  ^al^;:^''^ 
from  before  you  great  nations  and  strong :  but  as  fo?^ 
you,  no  man  hath  been  able  to  stand  before  you  unto 
this  day.  '°One  man  of  you  shall  chase  a  thousand: 
for  the  Lord  your  God,  he  it  is  that  iighteth  for  you, 
as  he  hath  promised  you. 

"Take  good  heed  therefore  unto  *  yourselves,  ^^^oX!'"" 
that  ye  love  the  Lord  your  God.  ''  Else  if  ye  do  in 
any  wise  go  back,  and  cleave  unto  the  remnant  of  these 
nations,  eve?i  these  that  remain  among  you,  and  shall 
make  marriages  with  them,  and  go  in  unto  them,  and 
they  to  you:  'Mvuow  for  a  certainty  that  the  Lord 
your  God  will  no  more  drive  out  any  of  these  nations 
from  before  you;  but  they  shall  be  snares  and  traps 
unto  you,  and  scourges  in  your  sides,  and  thorns  in 
your  eyes,  until  ye  perish  from  off  this  good  land 
which  the  Lord  your  God  hath  given  you. 

'"*  And,  behold,  this  clay  I  am  going  the  way  of  all 
the  earth :  and  ye  know  in  all  your  hearts  and  in  all 
your  souls,  that  not  one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the 
good  things  which  the  Lord  your  God  spake  concern- 
ing you ;  all  are  come  to  pass  unto  you,  and  not  one 
thing  hath  failed  thereof.  ''  Therefore  it  shall  come  to 
pass,  that  as  all  good  things  are  come  upon  you,  which 
the  Lord  your  God  promised  you ;  so  shall  the  Lord 
bring  upon  you  all  evil  things,  until  he  have  destroyed 
you  from  off  this  good  land  which  the  Lord  your  God 
hath  given  you.  '^When  ye  have  transgressed  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  your  God,  which  he  commanded 
you,  and  have  gone  and  served  other  gods,  and  bowed 
yourselves  to  them ;  then  shall  the  anger  of  the  Lord 
be  kindled  against  you,  and  ye  shall  perish  cjuickly 
from  off  the  good  land  which  he  hath  given  unto 
you. 
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XXI Y.  And  Joshua  gathered  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel  to  Shechem,  and  called  for  the  elders  of  Israel, 
and  for  their  heads,  and  for  their  judges,  and  for 
their  officers;  and  they  presented  themselves  before 
God. 

'And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Your  fathers  dwelt  on  the 
other  side  of  the  flood  in  old  time,  even  Terah,  the 
father  of  Abraham,  and  the  father  of  Nachor:  and 
they  served  other  gods.  ^And  I  took  your  father 
Abraham  from  the  other  side  of  the  flood,  and  led  him 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  multiplied  his 
seed,  and  gave  him  Isaac.  "^And  I  gave  unto  Isaac 
Jacob  and  Esau :  and  I  gave  unto  Esau  mount  Seir, 
to  possess  it;  but  Jacob  and  his  children  went  down 
into  Egypt.  ^  I  sent  Moses  also  and  Aaron,  and  I 
plagued  Egypt,  according  to  that  which  I  did  among 
them:  and  afterward  I  brought  you  out.  ^And  I 
brought  your  fathers  out  of  Egypt :  and  ye  came  unto 
the  sea ;  and  the  Egyptians  pursued  after  your  fathers 
with  chariots  and  horsemen  unto  the  Red  sea.  ^And 
when  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  he  put  darkness  be- 
tween you  and  the  Egyptians,  and  brought  the  sea 
upon  them,  and  covered  them;  and  your  eyes  have 
seen  what  I  have  done  in  Egypt :  and  ye  dwelt  in  the 
wilderness  a  long  season.  ^And  I  brought  you  into 
the  land  of  the  Amorites,  which  dwelt  on  the  other 
side  Jordan;  and  they  fought  with  you:  and  I  gave 
them  into  your  hand,  that  ye  might  possess  their  land ; 
and  I  destroyed  them  from  before  you.  ^  Then  Balak 
the  son  of  Zippor,  king  of  Moab,  arose  and  warred 
against  Israel,  and  sent  and  called  Balaam  the  son  of 
Beor  to  curse  you:  '°but  I  would  not  hearken  unto 
Balaam ;  therefore  he  blessed  you  still :  so  I  delivered 
you  out  of  his  hand.    "And  ye  went  over  Jordan,  and 
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came  unto  Jericho:  and  the  men  of  Jericho  fought 
against  you,  the  Amorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the 
Canaanites,  and  the  Hittites,  and  the  Girgashites,  the 
Hivites,  and  the  Jebusites ;  and  I  delivered  them  into 
your  hand.  '^  And  I  sent  the  hornet  before  you,  which 
drave  them  out  from  before  you,  even  the  two  kings  of 
the  Amorites;  but  not  with  thy  sword,  nor  with  thy 
bow.  '^And  I  have  given  you  a  land  for  which  ye  did 
not  labour,  and  cities  which  ye  built  not,  and  ye  dwell 
in  them;  of  the  vineyards  and  oliveyards  which  ye 
planted  not  do  ye  eat. 

'^  Now  therefore  fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  in 
sincerity  and  in  truth :  and  put  away  the  gods  which 
your  fathers  served  on  the  other  side  of  the  flood,  and 
in  Egypt;  and  serve  ye  the  Lord.  '^And  if  it  seem 
evil  unto  you  to  serve  the  Lord,  choose  you  this  day 
whom  ye  will  serve;  whether  the  gods  which  your 
fathers  served  that  were  on  the  other  side  of  the 
flood,  or  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whose  land  ye 
dwell :  but  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord. 

'^And  the  people  answered  and  said,  God  forbid 
that  w^e  should  forsake  the  Lord,  to  serve  other  gods ; 
'^for  the  Lord  our  God,  he  it  is  that  brought  us  up 
and  our  fathers  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the 
house  of  bondage,  and  which  did  those  great  signs  in 
our  sight,  and  preserved  us  in  all  the  way  wherein  we 
went,  and  among  all  the  people  through  whom  we 
passed :  '^  and  the  Lord  drave  out  from  before  us  all 
the  people,  even  the  Amorites  which  dwelt  in  the 
land:  therefoi^e  will  we  also  serve  the  Lord;  for  he 
is  our  God. 

'^And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Ye  cannot  serve 
the  Lord  :  for  he  is  an  holy  God;  he  is  a  jealous  God; 
he  will  not  forgive  your  transgressions  nor  your  sins. 
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*°  If  ye  forsake  the  Lord,  and  serve  strange  gods,  then 
he  will  turn  and  do  you  hurt,  and  consume  you,  after 
that  he  hath  done  you  good.  *'And  the  people  said 
unto  Joshua,  Nay :  but  we  will  serve  the  Lord.  "And 
Joshua  said  unto  the  people,  Ye  are  witnesses  against 
yourselves  that  ye  have  chosen  you  the  Lord,  to  serve 
him.  And  they  said.  We  are  witnesses.  *^  Now  there- 
fore put  away,  said  he^  the  strange  gods  which  are 
among  you,  and  incline  your  heart  unto  tibe  Lord  God 
of  Israel.  "'^And  the  people  said  unto  Joshua,  The 
Lord  our  God  will  we  serve,  and  his  voice  will  we 
obey. 

''  So  Joshua  made  a  covenant  mth  the  people  that 
day,  and  set  them  a  statute  and  an  ordinance  in  She- 
chem.  ''^And  Joshua  wrote  these  words  in  the  book 
of  th*e  law  of  God,  and  took  a  great  stone,  and  set  it 
up  there  under  an  oak,  that  ivas  by  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Lord.  '^And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people. 
Behold,  this  stone  shall  be  a  witness  unto  us;  for  it 
hath  heard  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  which  he  spake 
unto  us :  it  shall  be  therefore  a  witness  unto  you,  lest 
ye  deny  your  God.  '^  So  Joshua  let  the  people  depart, 
every  man  unto  his  inheritance. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  Joshua 
the  son  of  Nun,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  died,  being 
an  hundred  and  ten  years  old.  '°And  they  buried  him 
in  the  border  of  his  inheritance  in  Timnath-serah, 
which  is  in  mount  Ephraim,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
hill  of  Gaash. 

^' And  Israel  served  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Joshua, 
and  all  the  days  of  the  elders  that  *over-  ^J«V«7Sr'jo'l!;f 
lived  Joshua,  and  which  had  known  all  the  works  of 
the  L.ORD,  that  he  had  done  for  Israel. 

^'And  the  bones  of  Joseph,  which  the  children  of 
Israel  brought  up  out  of  Egypt,  buried  they  in  She- 
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chem,  in  a  parcel  of  ground  which  Jacob  bought  of  the 
sons  of  Hamor  the  father  of  Shechem  for  an  hundred 
*  pieces  of  silver :  and  it  became  the  inheritance  ov,  iambs. 
of  the  children  of  Joseph. 

^^And  Eleazar  the  son  of  Aaron  died;  and  they 
buried  him  in  a  hill  that  pertained  to  Phinehas  his 
son,  which  was  given  him  in  mount  Ephraim. 
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The  aiitlior,  or  autliors  of  tlie  Book  of  Judges  (for  from  internal 
evidence  it  lias  been  supposed  that  more  than  one  inspired  person  was 
engaged  in  its  production)  are  not  known. 

The  probability  is  that  Samuel  was  the  author  of  the  principal  part. 

This  Book  contains  a  selected  histoiy  of  the  children  of  Israel  from 
the  death  of  Joshua  to  EU,  a  period  of  about  300  years. 

This  was  a  period  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  in  which,  for  the  most 
part,  every  man  seems  to  have  done  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes. 
But  the  cause  of  the  misery  into  which  the  people  were  plimged  was 
evidently  departure  from  God  in  heart  and  worship.  The  people  served 
the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Joshua  and  of  the  elders  that  outhved  him,  but 
the  generation  that  arose  after  them  forsook  the  Lord  God  of  their 
fathers  and  followed  the  gods  of  the  people  round  about  them ;  they 
served  Baal  and  Ashtaroth ;  and  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against 
Israel,  and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  spoilers,  and  sold  them 
into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  j  and  they  were  greatly  distressed. 
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But  in  the  midst  of  their  well  deserved  judgments,  God  for  His  great 
name's  sake  remembered  His  covenant,  and  raised  up  Judges  as  de- 
liverers. And  tliis  "  Book  of  the  Judges  "  contains  the  particulars  of 
the  sins  of  backsliding  Israel,  and  the  dealings  of  God  towards  them, 
both  in  judgment  and  mercy. 


The  following  is  a  chronological  arrangement  of  the  contents  of  the 
Book  :— 

Chaj).  i.  ii.  iii.  4  ;  xvii.  to  xxi. ;  iii.  5  to  xvi. 
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JUDGES 


I.  Xr)W  after  the  death  of  Jo^hna  it  came  to  pass, 
that  th«^  cliildren  of  Israel  asked  the  Lord,  saying, 
AVliO  sliall  go  up  for  us  against  the  Canaanites  first,  to 
fight  against  tlioiu?  'And  the  Lord  said,  Judah  shall 
go  up  :  behold.  I  liave  delivered  the  land  into  his  hand. 
^And  Judah  said  unto  Simeon  his  brother.  Come  up 
^vitli  me  into  my  lot.  that  Ave  may  fight  against  the 
Canaanites;  and  I  likewise  will  go  with  thee  into  thy 
lot.  So  Simeon  went  '^'ith  him.  '^  And  Judah  went  up; 
and  the  Lord  delivered  the  Canaanites  and  the  Periz- 
zites  into  their  hand :  and  they  slew  of  them  in  Bezek 
ten  thousand  men.  'And  they  found  Adoni-bezek  in 
Bezek :  and  they  fought  against  him,  and  they  slew 
the  Canaanites  and  the  Perizzites.  ^  But  Adoni-bezek 
fled;  and  they  pursued  after  him,  and  caught  him, 
and  cut  off  his  thumbs  and  his  great  toes.  "And 
Adoni-bezek  said.  Threescore  and  ten  kings,  ha\ing 
*  their  thumbs  and  their  great  toes  cut  SS.t!i\7?4;</;i 
off,  *  gathered  their  meat  under  my  table:  as  or,  guaned. 
I  have  done,  so  God  hath  requited  me.  And  they 
brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  he  died. 

''  Xow  the  cliildren  of  Judah  had  fought  against 
Jerusalem,  and  had  taken  it.  and  smitten  it  with  the 
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edge  of  the  sword,  and  set  the  city  on  fire.  ^And 
afterward  the  children  of  Jadah  Avent  down  to  fight 
against  the  Canaanites,  that  dwelt  in  the  mountain, 
and  in  the  south,  and  in  the  *  valley.  '°And  or,  low  country. 
Judah  went  against  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in 
Hebron :  (now  the  name  of  Hebron  before  was  Kir- 
jath-arba:)  and  they  slew  Sheshai,  and  Ahiman,  and 
Talmai.  "And  from  thence  he  went  against  the  in- 
habitants of  Debir :  and  the  name  of  Debir  before  was 
Kirjath-sepher : 

''And  Caleb  said,  He  that  smiteth  Kirjatli-sepher, 
and  taketh  it,  to  him  will  I  give  Achsah  my  daughter 
to  wife.  '^And  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  Caleb's 
younger  brother,  took  it:  and  he  gave  him  Achsah 
his  daughter  to  wife.  '"^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she 
came  to  him^  that  she  moved  him  to  ask  of  her  father 
a  field;  and  she  lighted  from  oiF  her  ass;  and  Caleb 
said  unto  her.  What  wilt  thou?  '^And  she  said  unto 
him.  Give  me  a  blessing:  for  thou  hast  given  me  a 
south  land ;  give  me  also  springs  of  water.  And  Caleb 
gave  her  the  upper  springs  and  the  nether  springs. 

'^And  the  children  of  the  Kenite,  Moses'  father  in 
law,  went  up  out  of  the  city  of  palm  trees  with  the 
children  of  Judah  into  the  wilderness  of  Judah,  which 
lieth  in  the  south  of  Arad ;  and  they  went  and  dwelt 
among  the  people. 

'^And  Judah  went  with  Simeon  his  brother,  and 
they  slew  the  Canaanites  that  inhabited  Zephath,  and 
utterly  destroyed  it.  And  the  name  of  the  city  was 
called  Hormah.  '^Also  Judah  took  Gaza  with  the  coast 
thereof,  and  Askelon  with  the  coast  thereof,  and  Ekron 
mth  the  coast  thereof.  '^And  the  Lord  was  with 
Judah;  and  *he  drave  out  the  inhabitants  of  %:JZSltt!^ 
the  mountain ;  but  could  not  drive  out  the  inhabitants 
of  the  valley,  because  they  had  chariots  of  iron.    ^°And 
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they  gave  Hebron  unto  Caleb,  as  Moses  said :  and  he 
expelled  thence  the  three  sons  of  Anak. 

*'And  the  children  of  Benjamin  did  not  drive  out 
the  Jebusites  that  inhabited  Jerusalem ;  but  the  Jebu- 
sites  dwell  with  the  children  of  Benjamin  in  Jerusalem 
unto  this  day. 

"  And  the  house  of  Joseph,  they  also  went  up  against 
Beth-el:  and  the  Lord  was  with  them.  '^And  the 
house  of  Joseph  sent  to  descry  Beth-el.  (  Now  the  name 
of  the  city  before  was  Luz.)  "'^And  the  spies  saw  a 
man  come  forth  out  of  the  city,  and  they  said  unto 
him,  Shew  us,  we  pray  thee,  the  entrance  into  the  city, 
and  we  will  shew  thee  mercy.  '^  And  when  he  shewed 
them  the  entrance  into  the  city,  they  smote  the  city 
with  the  edge  of  the  sword ;  but  they  let  go  the  man 
and  all  his  family.  '^And  the  man  went  into  the  land 
of  the  Hittites,  and  built  a  city,  and  called  the  name 
thereof  Luz :  which  is  the  name  thereof  unto  this  day. 

^^  Neither  did  Manasseh  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of 
Beth-shean  and  her  towns,  nor  Taanach  and  her  towns, 
nor  the  inhabitants  of  Dor  and  her  towns,  nor  the 
inhabitants  of  Ibleam  and  her  towns,  nor  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Megiddo  and  her  towns:  but  the  Canaanites 
would  dwell  in  that  land.  '^And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Israel  was  strong,  that  they  put  the  Canaanites  to 
tribute,  and  did  not  utterly  drive  them  out. 

'^  Neither  did  Ephraim  drive  out  the  Canaanites 
that  dwelt  in  Gezer;  but  the  Canaanites  dwelt  in 
Gezer  among  them. 

^°  Neither  did  Zebulun  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of 
Kitron,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Nahalol;  but  the  Ca- 
naanites dwelt  among  them,  and  became  tributaries. 

^'  Neither  did  Asher  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of 
Accho,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Zidon,  nor  of  Ahlab,  nor 
of  Achzib,  nor  of  Helbah,  nor  of  Aphik,  nor  of  Eehob : 
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^'  but  the  Asherites  dwelt  among  the  Canaanites,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land :  for  they  did  not  drive  them 
out. 

^^  Neither  did  Naphtali  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of 
Beth-shemesh,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Beth-anath ;  but 
he  dwelt  among  the  Canaanites,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  :  nevertheless  the  inhabitants  of  Beth-shemesh 
and  of  Beth-anath  became  tributaries  unto  them. 

^'^And  the  Amorites  forced  the  children  of  Dan  into 
the  mountain :  for  they  would  not  suffer  them  to  come 
down  to  the  valley:  ^'but  the  Amorites  would  dwell 
in  mount  Heres  in  Aijalon,  and  in  Shaalbim :  yet  the 
hand  of  the  house  of  Joseph  *  prevailed,  so  b.^\>.  was  heavy. 
that  they  became  tributaries.  ^^And  the  coast  of  the 
Amorites  was  from  *  the  going  up  to  Akrabbim,  ^Ikrabbim.' 
from  the  rock,  and  upward. 

II.  And  an  *  angel  of  the  Lord  came  up  ot,  messevger. 
from  Gilgal  to  Bochim,  and  said,  I  made  you  to  go  up 
out  of  Egypt,  and  have  brought  you  unto  the  land 
which  I  sware  unto  your  fathers;  and  I  said,  I  will 
never  break  my  covenant  with  you.  '  And  ye  shall 
make  no  league  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  land ;  ye 
shall  throw  down  their  altars :  but  ye  have  not  obeyed 
my  voice :  why  have  ye  done  this  ?  ^  Wherefore  I  also 
said,  I  will  not  drive  them  out  from  before  you ;  but 
they  shall  be  as  thorns  in  your  sides,  and  their  gods 
shall  be  a  snare  unto  you. 

"^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
spake  these  words  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  that 
the  people  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept.  ^And  they 
called  the  name  of  that  place  *  Bochim  :  and  'ihs±\s,  weepers. 
they  sacrificed  there  unto  the  Lord. 

^And  when  Joshua  had  let  the  people  go,  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  went  every  man  unto  his  inheritance 
to  possess  the  land.    ^And  the  people  served  the  Lord 
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all  the  days  of  Joshua,  and  all  the  days  of  the  elders 
that  *  outlived  Joshua,  who  had  seen  all  ^'''a^:fSut'' 
the  great  works  of  the  Lord,  that  he  did  for  Israel. 
^And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  the  servant  of  the  Lord, 
died,  being  an  hundred  and  ten  years  old.  ^And 
they  buried  him  in  the  border  of  his  inheritance  in 
Timnath-heres,  in  the  mount  of  Ephraim,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  hill  Gaash.  '°And  also  all  that  gene- 
ration were  gathered  unto  their  fathers:  and  there 
arose  another  generation  after  them,  which  knew  not 
the  Lord,  nor  yet  the  works  which  he  had  done  for 
Israel. 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  and  served  Baalim:  "and  they  forsook 
the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  which  brought  them 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  followed  other  gods, 
of  the  gods  of  the  people  that  were  round  about  them, 
and  bowed  themselves  unto  them,  and  provoked  the 
Lord  to  anger.  ''And  they  forsook  the  Lord,  and 
served  Baal  and  Ashtaroth. 

'"^And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against  Israel, 
and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  spoilers  that 
spoiled  them,  and  he  sold  them  into  the  hands  of 
their  enemies  round  about,  so  that  they  could  not 
any  longer  stand  before  their  enemies.  'HVliither- 
soever  they  went  out,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
against  them  for  evil,  as  the  Lord  had  said,  and  as 
the  Lord  had  sworn  unto  them :  and  they  were  greatly 
distressed. 

,  '^  Nevertheless  the  Lord  raised  up  judges,  which 
*  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  those  that  neb.  saved. 
spoiled  them.  '^And  yet  they  would  not  hearken  unto 
their  judges,  but  they  went  a  whoring  after  other 
gods,  and  bowed  themselves  unto  them :  they  turned 
quickly  out  of  the  way  which,  their  fathers  walked 
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in,  obeying  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  ;  hut  they 
did  not  so. 

'^And  when  the  Lord  raised  them  up  judges,  then 
the  Lord  was  with  the  judge,  and  delivered  them  out 
of  the  hand  of  their  enemies  all  the  days  of  the  judge : 
for  it  repented  the  Lord  because  of  their  groanings 
by  reason  of  them  that  oppressed  them  and  vexed 
them.  '^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  judge  was 
dead,  that  they  returned,  and  *  corrupted  them-  ^fo'JJpl 
selves  more  than  their  fathers,  in  following  other  gods 
to  serve  them,  and  to  bow  down  unto  them;  they 
*  ceased  not  from  their  own  doings,  nor  from  ^Jauo}  their !'^ 
their  stubborn  way. 

"""And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against  Israel ; 
and  he  said.  Because  that  this  people  hath  transgressed 
my  covenant  which  I  commanded  their  fathers,  and 
have  not  hearkened  unto  my  voice;  ^'  I  also  will  not 
henceforth  drive  out  any  from  before  them  of  the  na- 
tions which  Joshua  left  when  he  died :  "  that  through 
them  I  may  prove  Israel,  whether  they  will  keep  the 
way  of  the  Lord  to  walk  therein,  as  their  fathers  did 
keep  zV,  or  not.  ""^  Therefore  the  Lord  *left  or,  suffered. 
those  nations,  without  driving  them  out  hastily ;  nei- 
ther delivered  he  them  into  the  hands  of  Joshua. 

III.  Now  these  ai^e  the  nations  which  the  Lord 
left,  to  prove  Israel  by  them,  even  as  many  of  Israel 
as  had  not  known  all  the  wars  of  Canaan ;  '  only  that 
the  generations  of  the  children  of  Israel  might  know, 
to  teach  them  war,  at  the  least  such  as  before  knew 
nothing  thereof;  ^  namely^  five  lords  of  the  Philistines, 
and  all  the  Canaanites,  and  the  Sidonians,  and  the 
Hivites  that  dwelt  in  mount  Lebanon,  from  mount 
Baal-hermon  unto  the  entering  in  of  Hamath.  '^And 
they  were  to  prove  Israel  by  them,  to  know  whether 
they  would  hearken  unto  the  commandments  of  the 
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Lord,  which  he  commanded  their  fathers  by  the  hand 
of  Moses. 

^And  the  children  of  Israel  dwelt  among  the  Ca- 
naanites,  Hittites,  and  Amorites,  and  Perizzites,  and 
Hivites,  and  Jebusites:  ^and  they  took  their  daugh- 
ters to  be  their  wives,  and  gave  their  daughters  to 
their  sons,  and  served  their  gods.  ^And  the  children 
of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  forgat 
the  Lord  their  God,  and  served  Baalim  and  the  groves. 
^  Therefore  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against 
Israel,  and  he  sold  them  into  the  hand  of  Chushan- 
rishathaim  king  of  *  Mesopotamia :  and  the  ^nakJZT 
children  of  Israel  served  Chushan-rishathaim  eight 
years. 

^And  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  raised  up  a  *  deliverer  to  ueh.  saviour. 
the  children  of  Israel,  who  delivered  them,  even  0th- 
niel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  Caleb's  younger  brother.  '°And 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  *came  upon  him,  and  seh.was. 
he  judged  Israel,  and  went  out  to  war :  and  the  Lord 
delivered  Chushan-rishathaim  king  of  *Meso-  -neh.Aram. 
potamia  into  his  hand ;  and  his  hand  prevailed  against 
Chushan-rishathaim.  "And  the  land  had  rest  forty 
years.     And  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz  died. 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lord  strengthened  Eglon 
the  king  of  Moab  against  Israel,  because  they  had 
done  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  '^  And  he  gathered 
unto  him  the  children  of  Ammon  and  Amalek,  and 
went  and  smote  Israel,  and  possessed  the  city  of  palm 
trees.  '^  So  the  children  of  Israel  served  Eglon  the 
king  of  Moab  eighteen  years. 

'^But  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  raised  them  up  a  deliverer,  Ehud  the 

~    ~  -  —  -  -  _       -         _       he  son  of  Jemini. 

shut  of  his  right  haiid. 


son  of  Gera,  *a  Benjamite,  a  man  left-  g^e'i^t:"" '^•^"""" 
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handed:  and  by  him  the  children  of  Israel  sent  a 
present  unto  Eglon  the  king  of  Moab.  '^  But  Ehud 
made  him  a  dagger  which  had  two  edges,  of  a  cubit 
length;  and  he  did  gird  it  under  his  raiment  upon 
his  right  thigh.  '^And  he  brought  the  present  unto 
Eo-lon  king  of  Moab,  and  Eglon  was  a  very  fat  man. 

'^And  when  he  had  made  an  end  to  offer  the  pre- 
sent, he  sent  away  the  people  that  bare  the  present. 
'^But  he  himself  turned  again  from  the  *quar-  ^•;^^er" 
ries  that  were  by  Gilgal,  and  said,  I  have  a  secret 
errand  unto  thee,  0  king:  who  said.  Keep  silence. 
And  all  that  stood  by  him  went  out  from  him. 
^"And  Ehud  came  unto  him;  and  he  was  sitting  in 
*a  summer  parlour,  which  he  had  for  himself  ^'o/c"i/l'J"'' 
alone.  And  Ehud  said,  I  have  a  message  from  God 
unto  thee.  And  he  arose  out  of  his  seat.  "And  Ehud 
put  forth  his  left  hand,  and  took  the  dagger  from  his 
right  thigh,  and  thrust  it  into  his  belly:  ""and  the 
haft  also  went  in  after  the  blade:  and  the  fat  closed 
upon  the  blade,  so  that  he  could  not  draw  the  dagger 
out  of  his  belly:  and  *the  dirt  came  out.  ""ke^:::!/!' 
'^  Then  Ehud  went  forth  through  the  porch,  and  shut 
the  doors  of  the  parlour  upon  him,  and  locked  them. 

"'^When  he  was  gone  out,  his  servants  came;  and 
when  they  saw  that,  behold,  the  doors  of  the  parlour 
were  locked,  they  said.  Surely  he  *covereth  ^I'JemLt!' 
his  feet  in  his  summer  chamber.  '"And  they  tarried 
till  they  were  ashamed:  and,  behold,  he  opened  not 
the  doors  of  the  parlour;  therefore  they  took  a  key, 
and  opened  them:  and,  behold,  their  lord  was  fallen 
down  dead  on  the  earth. 

'^And  Ehud  escaped  while  they  tarried,  and  passed 
beyond  the  quarries,  and  escaped  unto  Seirath.  '^And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  he  was  come,  that  he  blew  a 
trumpet  in  the  mountain  of  Ephraim,  and  the  children 
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of  Israel  went  down  with  him  from  the  mount,  and 
he  before  them.  '^And  he  said  unto  them,  Follow 
after  me :  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  your  enemies 
the  Moabites  into  your  hand.  And  they  went  down 
after  him,  and  took  the  fords  of  Jordan  toward  Moab, 
and  suffered  not  a  man  to  pass  over.  '^And  they 
slew  of  Moab  at  that  time  about  ten  thousand  men, 
all  *  lusty,  and  all  men  of  valour;  and  there  Heb./a^ 
escaped  not  a  man.  ^°  So  Moab  was  subdued  that 
day  under  the  hand  of  Israel.  And  the  land  had  rest 
fourscore  years. 

^'And  after  him  was  Shamgar  the  son  of  Anath, 
which  slew  of  the  Philistines  six  hundred  men  with 
an  ox  goad :  and  he  also  delivered  Israel. 

IV.  And  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  when  Ehud  was  dead.  ^  And 
the  Lord  sold  them  into  the  hand  of  Jabin  king  of 
Canaan,  that  reigned  in  Hazor ;  the  captain  of  whose 
host  ivas  Sisera,  which  dwelt  in  Harosheth  of  the 
Gentiles.  ^  And  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the 
Lord  :  for  he  had  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron :  and 
twenty  years  he  mightily  oppressed  the  children  of 
Israel. 

"^And  Deborah,  a  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Lapidoth, 
she  judged  Israel  at  that  time.  ^  And  she  dwelt  under 
the  palm  tree  of  Deborah  between  Ramah  and  Beth-el 
in  mount  Ephraim :  and  the  children  of  Israel  came 
up  to  her  for  judgment.  ^And  she  sent  and  called 
Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  out  of  Kedesh-naphtali, 
and  said  unto  him.  Hath  not  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
commanded,  saying^  Go  and  draw  toward  mount 
Tabor,  and  take  with  thee  ten  thousand  men  of  the 
children  of  Naphtali  and  of  the  children  of  Zebulun? 
^  And  I  will  draw  unto  thee  to  the  river  Kishon  Sisera, 
the  captain  of  Jabin's  army,  with  his  chariots  and  liis 
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multitude;  and  I  will  deliver  him  into  thine  hand. 
^And  Barak  said  unto  her,  If  thou  wilt  go  with  me, 
then  I  will  go;  but  if  thou  wilt  not  go  with  me,  then 
I  will  not  go.  ^And  she  said,  I  will  surely  go  with 
thee:  notwithstanding  the  journey  that  thou  takest 
shall  not  be  for  thine  honour;  for  the  Lord  shall  sell 
Sisera  into  the  hand  of  a  woman.  And  Deborah  arose, 
and  went  with  Barak  to  Kedesh.  '°And  Barak  called 
Zebulun  and  Naphtali  to  Kedesh;  and  he  went  up 
with  ten  thousand  men  at  his  feet :  and  Deborah  went 
up  with  him. 

"  Now  Heber  the  Kenite,  luhich  was  of  the  children 
of  Hobab  the  father  in  law  of  Moses,  had  severed 
himself  from  the  Kenites,  and  pitched  his  tent  unto 
the  plain  of  Zaanaim,  which  is  by  Kedesh. 

"  And  they  shewed  Sisera  that  Barak  the  son  of 
Abinoam  was  gone  up  to  mount  Tabor.  '^And  Sisera 
*  gathered  together  all  his  chariots,  even  ^tl^nnJlZ^' 
nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron,  and  all  the  people  that 
vjei^e  with  him,  from  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles  unto 
the  river  of  Kishon. 

'"^And  Deborah  said  unto  Barak,  Up;  for  this  is 
the  day  in  which  the  Lord  hath  delivered  Sisera  into 
thine  hand:  is  not  the  Lord  gone  out  before  thee? 
So  Barak  went  down  from  mount  Tabor,  and  ten 
thousand  men  after  him.  '^  And  the  Lord  discomfited 
Sisera,  and  all  his  chariots,  and  all  his  host,  with  the 
edge  of  the  sword  before  Barak ;  so  that  Sisera  lighted 
down  off  his  chariot,  and  fled  away  on  his  feet.  '^But 
Barak  pursued  after  the  chariots,  and  after  the  host, 
unto  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles:  and  all  the  host  of 
Sisera  fell  upon  the  edge  of  the  sword ;  and  there  was 
not  *a  man  left.  neh.  unto  one. 

'''  Howbeit  Sisera  fled  away  on  his  feet  to  the  tent 
of  Jael  the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite :   for  there  was 
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peace  between  Jabin  the  king  of  Hazor  and  the  house 
of  Heber  the  Kenite.  '^And  Jael  went  out  to  meet 
Sisera,  and  said  unto  him,  Turn  in,  my  lord,  turn  in  to 
me;  fear  not.  And  when  he  had  turned  in  unto  her 
into  the  tent,  she  covered  him  with  a  *  mantle.  %Zl'eL' 
'^And  he  said  unto  her,  Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  httle 
water  to  drink;  for  I  am  thirsty.  And  she  opened 
a  bottle  of  milk,  and  gave  him  drink,  and  covered 
him.  '°  Again  he  said  unto  her.  Stand  in  the  door  of 
the  tent,  and  it  shall  be,  when  any  man  doth  come 
and  enquire  of  thee,  and  say,  Is  there  any  man  here  ? 
that  thou  shalt  say.  No.  ^'  Then  Jael  Heber's  wife  took 
a  nail  of  the  tent,  and  *took  an  hammer  in  her  B.eh.puL 
hand,  and  went  softly  unto  him,  and  smote  the  nail 
into  his  temples,  and  fastened  it  into  the  ground :  for 
he  was  fast  asleep  and  weary.  So  he  died.  "And, 
behold,  as  Barak  pursued  Sisera,  Jael  came  out  to 
meet  him,  and  said  unto  him.  Come,  and  I  will  shew 
thee  the  man  whom  thou  seekest.  And  when  he 
came  into  her  tent^  behold,  Sisera  lay  dead,  and  the 
nail  teas  in  his  temples. 

'^  So  God  subdued  on  that  day  Jabin  the  king  of 
Canaan  before  the  children  of  Israel.  ^'^  And  the  hand 
of  the  children  of  Israel  *  prospered,  and  pre-  ^^d^as^^^''' 
vailed  against  Jabin  the  king  of  Canaan,  until  they 
had  destroyed  Jabin  king  of  Canaan. 

Y.  Then  sang  Deborah  and  Barak  the  son  of  Abi- 
noam  on  that  day,  saying, 

*  Praise  ye  the  Lord  for  the  avenging  of  Israel,  when 
the  people  willingly  offered  themselves.  ^  Hear, 
0  ye  kings;  give  ear,  0  ye  princes;  I,  even  I, 
will  sing  unto  the  Lord  ;  I  will  sing  praise  to  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel. 

*LoRD,  when  thou  wentest  out  of  Seir,  when  thou 
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marcliedst  out  of  the  field  of  Edom,  the  earth 
trembled,  and  the  heavens  dropped,  the  clouds 
also  dropped  water.  ^  The  mountains  *  melted 
from  before  the  Lord,  even  that  Sinai  from  iieh.jiowed. 
before  the  Lord,  eveii  that  Sinai  from  before  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel. 

^  In  the  days  of  Shamgar  the  son  of  Anath,  in  the 
days  of  Jael,  the  highways  were  unoccupied,  and 
the  *  travellers  walked  through  ;by-  S:^;  S-S  ^f ''• 
ways.  ^  The  iiihabitanis  of  the  villages  ceased,  they 
ceased  in  Israel,  until  that  I  Deborah  arose,  that 
I  arose  a  mother  in  Israel.  ^  They  chose  new  gods ; 
then  ivas  war  in  the  gates:  was  there  a  shield 
or  spear  seen  among  forty  thousand  in  Israel? 

^  My  heart  is  toward  the  governors  of  Israel,  that  offered 
themselves  willingly  among  the  people.  Bless  ye 
the  Lord.  '^  *  Speak,  ye  that  ride  on  white  or,  ^leduate. 
asses,  ye  that  sit  in  judgment,  and  walk  by  the 
way.  "  They  that  are  delivered  from  the  noise  of 
archers  in  the  places  of  drawing  water,  there  shall 
they  rehearse  the  ^righteous  acts  of  the  ^l/StoS"" 
Lord,  even  the  righteous  acts  towai^d  the  inhabitants 
of  his  villages  in  Israel:  then  shall  the  people  of 
the  Lord  go  down  to  the  gates. 

'"Awake,  awake,  Deborah :  awake,  awake,  utter  a  song : 
arise,  Barak,  and  lead  thy  captivity  captive,  thou 
son  of  Abinoam.  '^  Then  he  made  him  that  re- 
maineth  have  dominion  over  the  nobles  among  the 
people:  the  Lord  made  me  have  dominion  over 
the  mighty. 

^^  Out  of  Ephraim  ivas  there  a  root  of  them  against 
Amalek ;  after  thee,  Benjamin,  among  thy  people ; 
out  of  Machir  came  down  governors,  and  out  of 
Zebulun  they  that  *  handle  the  pen  of  the  ''^^:Zf!'' 
writer.     /^And  the  princes  of  Issachar  luere  with 
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Deborah ;  even  Issachar,  and  also  Barak :  he  was 
sent  on  *foot  into  the  valley.  Tor  the  S.V.^^t;,o,., 4-c. 
divisions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  *thoughts  fr^.'Jns. 
of  heart.  '^  Why  abodest  thou  among  the  sheepfolds, 
to  hear  the  bleatings  of  the  flocks?  *ror  the  ov,in. 
divisions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  searchings  of 
heart.  '^  Gilead  abode  beyond  Jordan  :  and  why 
did  Dan  remain  in  ships?  Asher  continued  on 
the  sea  *  shore,  and  abode  in  his  *  breaches.  ^I'/Zlic,. 
'^  Zebulun  and  Naphtali  were  a  people  that 
*  jeoparded  their  lives  unto  the  death  in  ^ol'eproach'! 
the  high  places  of  the  field. 

'^  The  kings  came  a7id  fought,  then  fought  the  kings 
of  Caanan  in  Taanach  by  the  waters  of  Megiddo ; 
they  took  no  gain  of  money.  """They  fought  from 
heaven;  the  stars  in  their  *  courses  fought  B.eh.  paths. 
against  Sisera.  ^'  The  river  of  Kishon  swept  them 
away,  that  ancient  river,  the  river  Kishon.  0  my 
soul,  thou  hast  trodden  down  strength.  "  Then 
were  the  horsehoofs  broken  by  the  means  of  the 
*pran sings,  the  pransings  of  their  mighty  Zl',%T/Jf,^J.' 
ones. 

'^  Curse  ye  Meroz,  said  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  curse  ye 
bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof;  because  they  came 
not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord  against  the  mighty. 

'^  Blessed  above  women  shall  Jael  the  wife  of  Heber 
the  Kenite  be,  blessed  shall  she  be  above  women 
in  the  tent.  ^^  He  asked  water,  and  she  gave 
hijn  milk ;  she  brought  forth  butter  in  a  lordly 
dish.  ^^  She  put  her  hand  to  the  nail,  and 
her  right  hand  to  the  workmen's  hammer;  and 
*with  the  hammer  she  smote  Sisera,  seh.  she  hammered. 
she  smote  oiF  his  head,  when  she  had  pierced  and 
stricken  through  his  temples.     '^*At  her  B.eh.  Between. 
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feet  he  bowed,  he  fell,  he  lay  down :  at  her  feet  he 
bowed,  he  fell:   where  he  bowed,  there  he  fell 

down  *dead.  B.eh.  destroyed. 

^  The  mother  of  Sisera  looked  out  at  a  window,  and 
cried  through  the  lattice,  Why  is  his  chariot  so  long 
in  coming?  why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariots? 
Her  wise  ladies  answered  her,  yea,  she  returned 


answer  to  herself,    ^°  Have  they  not  sped? 


Heb.  her 
u-ordif. 

have  they  not  divided  the  prey ;  *  to  every  uafoflman. 
man  a  damsel  or  two;  to  Sisera  a  prey  of  divers 
colours,  a  prey  of  divers  colours  of  needlework,  of 
divers  colours  of  needlework  on  both  sides,  meet 
for  the  necks  of  tliem  that  take  the  spoil  ? 

^'  So  let  all  thine  enemies  perish,  0  Lord  :  but  let  them 
that  love  him  he  as  the  sun  when  he  goeth  forth  in 
his  might. 

And  the  land  had  rest  forty  years. 

VI.  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the 
hand  of  Midian  seven  years.  '  And  the  hand  of  Midian 
*  prevailed  against  Israel:  and  because  of  the  ^?,'i'4;'* 
Midianites  the  children  of  Israel  made  them  the  dens 
which  are  in  the  mountains,  and  caves,  and  strong 
holds.  ^  And  so  it  was,  when  Israel  had  sown,  that  the 
Midianites  came  up,  and  the  Amalekites,  and  the 
children  of  the  east,  even  they  came  up  against  them ; 
^  and  they  encamped  against  them,  and  destroyed  the 
increase  of  the  earth,  till  thou  come  unto  Gaza,  and 
left  no  sustenance  for  Israel,  neither  *  sheep,  nor  or,goat. 
ox,  nor  ass.  ^  For  they  came  up  with  their  cattle  and 
their  tents,  and  they  came  as  grasshoppers  for  multi- 
tude; for  both  they  and  their  camels  were  without 
number :  and  they  entered  into  the  land  to  destroy  it. 
"^And  Israel  was  greatly  impoverished  because  of  the 
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Midianites;  and  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the 
Lord. 

^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  children  of  Israel 
cried  unto  the  Lord  because  of  the  Midianites,  ^  that 
the  Lord  sent  *a  prophet  unto  the  children  of  ^apro'^pZr 
Israel,  which  said  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  I  brought  you  up  from  Egypt,  and  brought 
you  forth  out  of  the  house  of  bondage;  ^and  I 
delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
out  of  the  hand  of  all  that  oppressed  you,  and  drave 
them  out  from  before  you,  and  gave  you  their  land ; 
'"  and  I  said  unto  you,  I  am  the  Lord  your  God ;  fear 
not  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whose  land  ye  dwell : 
but  ye  have  not  obeyed  my  voice. 

"And  there  came  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  and  sat 
under  an  oak  which  was  in  Ophrah,  that  pertained 
unto  Joash  the  Abi-ezrite ;  and  his  son  Gideon  threshed 
wheat  by  the  winepress  *to  hide  it  from  the  ^ttofeT" 
Midianites.  '''And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared 
unto  him,  and  said  unto  him.  The  Lord  is  with  thee, 
thou  mighty  man  of  valour.  '^  And  Gideon  said  unto 
him,  Oh  my  Lord,  if  the  Lord  be  with  us,  why  then 
is  all  this  befallen  us?  and  where  be  all  his  miracles 
which  our  fathers  told  us  of,  saying.  Did  not  the  Lord 
bring  us  up  from  Egypt?  but  now  the  Lord  hath 
forsaken  us,  and  delivered  us  into  the  hands  of  the 
Midianites.  '^And  the  Lord  looked  upon  him,  and 
said.  Go  in  this  thy  might,  and  thou  shalt  save  Israel 
from  the  hand  of  the  Midianites :  have  not  I  sent  thee  ? 
'^And  he  said  unto  him.  Oh  my  Lord,  wherewith 
shall  I  save  Israel?  behold,  *my  family  zs  ^fJ^.rifJSr'' 
poor  in  Manasseh,  and  I  am  the  least  in  my  father's 
house.  '^And  the  Lord  said  unto  him.  Surely  I  will 
be  with  thee,  and  thou  shalt  smite  the  Midianites  as 
one  man.     '^And  he  said  unto  him,  If  now  I  have 
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found  grace  in  thy  sight,  then  shew  me  a  sign  that 
thou  talkest  with  me.  '^  Depart  not  hence,  I  pray 
thee,   until  I  come  unto  thee,    and  bring  forth  my 

*  present,  and  set  it  before  thee.  And  he  said,  ^ojeHug. 
I  will  tarry  until  thou  come  again. 

'^And  Gideon  went  in,  and  made  ready  *a  ^ff!;"J;f,/^ 
kid,  and  unleavened  cakes  of  an  ephah  of  flour:  the 
flesh  he  put  in  a  basket,  and  he  put  the  broth  in  a 
pot,  and  brought  it  out  unto  him  under  the  oak,  and 
presented  it,  ''"And  the  angel  of  God  said  unto  him, 
Take  the  flesh  and  the  unleavened  cakes,  and  lay  them 
upon  this  rock,  and  pour  out  the  broth.  And  he  did 
so.  ^'  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  put  forth  the  end 
of  the  stafl*  that  was  in  his  hand,  and  touched  the  flesh 
and  the  unleavened  cakes ;  and  there  rose  up  fire  out 
of  the  rock,  and  consumed  the  flesh  and  the  unleavened 
cakes.  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  departed  out  of 
his  sight. 

"And  when  Gideon  perceived  that  he  was  an  angel 
of  the  Lord,  Gideon  said,  Alas,  0  Lord  God  !  for 
because  I  have  seen  an  angel  of  the  Lord  face  to  face. 
^^And  the  Lord  said  unto  him.  Peace  he  unto  thee; 
fear  not ;  thou  shalt  not  die.  ^*  Then  Gideon  built  an 
altar  there  unto  the  Lord,  and  called  it  *  Jehovah 
Shalom ;  unto  this  day  it  is  yet  in  Ophrah  ^'^lild^tc^e^"'^ 
of  the  Abi-ezrites. 

'"And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the 
Lord  said  unto  him,  Take  thy  father's  young  bullock, 

*  even  the  second  bullock  of  seven  years  old,  and  or,  and. 
throw  down  the  altar  of  Baal  that  thy  father  hath, 
and  cut  down  the  grove  that  is  by  it :  ^^  and  build  an 
altar  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  upon  the  top  of  this 
*rock,  *  in  the  ordered  place,  and  take  or?i«tS^''«;a«,zer. 
the  second  bullock,  and  ofl*er  a  burnt  sacrifice  with 
the  wood  of  the  grove  which  thou  shalt  cut  down. 
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*^Then  Gideon  took  ten  men  of  his  servants,  and 
did  as  the  Lord  had  said  unto  him:  and  so  it  was, 
because  he  feared  his  father's  household,  and  the  men 
of  the  city,  that  he  could  not  do  it  by  day,  that  he 
did  it  by  night. 

""^And  when  the  men  of  the  city  arose  early  in  the 
morning,  behold,  the  altar  of  Baal  was  cut  down,  and 
the  grove  was  cut  down  that  was  by  it,  and  the  second 
bullock  was  oiFered  upon  the  altar  that  was  built. 
''^And  they  said  one  to  another.  Who  hath  done  this 
thing  ?  And  when  they  enquired  and  asked,  they  said, 
Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  hath  done  this  thing.  ^''Then 
the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  Joash,  Bring  out  thy 
son,  that  he  may  die;  because  he  hath  cast  down  the 
altar  of  Baal,  and  because  he  hath  cut  down  the  grove 
that  was  by  it.  ^' And  Joash  said  unto  all  that  stood 
against  him.  Will  ye  plead  for  Baal  ?  will  ye  save  him  ? 
he  that  will  plead  for  him,  let  him  be  put  to  death 
whilst  it  is  yet  morning :  if  he  he  a  god,  let  him  plead 
for  himself,  because  one  hath  cast  down  his  altar. 
'^  Therefore  on  that  day  he  called  him  *  Jerub-  S'^lS! 
baal,  saying,  Let  Baal  plead  against  him,  because  he 
hath  thrown  down  his  altar. 

^^  Then  all  the  Midianites  and  the  Amalekites  and  the 
children  of  the  east  were  gathered  together,  and  went 
over,  and  pitched  in  the  valley  of  Jezreel.  ^'^But  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  *came  upon  Gideon,  and  Heb.  czo^ei. 
he  blew  a  trumpet;  and  Abi-ezer  *was  ga-  ^^^/terum!'^, 
thered  after  him.  '^  And  he  sent  messengers  through- 
out all  Manasseh ;  who  also  was  gathered  after  him : 
and  he  sent  messengers  unto  Asher,  and  unto  Zebulun, 
and  unto  Naphtali ;  and  they  came  up  to  meet  them. 

^^And  Gideon  said  unto  God,  If  thou  wilt  save 
Israel  by  mine  hand,  as  thou  hast  said,  "behold,  I  will 
put  a  fleece  of  wool  in  the  floor ;  and  if  the  dew  be  on 

B.  3. 


18  JUDGES,    VII. 

the  fleece  only,  and  it  he  dry  upon  all  the  earth  beside^ 
then  shall  I  know  that  thou  wilt  save  Israel  by  mine 
hand,  as  thou  hast  said.  ^^And  it  was  so:  for  he  rose 
up  early  on  the  morrow,  and  thrust  the  fleece  toge- 
ther, and  wringed  the  dew  out  of  the  fleece,  a  bowl 
full  of  water.  ^^And  Gideon  said  unto  God,  Let  not 
thine  anger  be  hot  against  me,  and  I  will  speak  but 
this  once  ;  let  me  prove,  I  pray  thee,  but  this  once 
with  the  fleece;  let  it  now  be  dry  only  upon  the 
fleece,  and  upon  all  the  ground  let  there  be  dew. 
"^"And  God  did  so  that  night:  for  it  was  dry  upon  the 
fleece  only,  and  there  was  dew  on  all  the  ground. 

VII.  Then  Jerubbaal,  who  is  Gideon,  and  all  the 
people  that  were  with  him,  rose  up  early,  and  pitched 
beside  the  well  of  Harod:  so  that  the  host  of  the 
Midianites  were  on  the  north  side  of  them,  by  the  hill 
of  Moreh,  in  the  valley.  ''And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Gideon,  The  people  that  are  with  thee  are  too  many 
for  me  to  give  the  Midianites  into  their  hands,  lest 
Israel  vaunt  themselves  against  me,  saying.  Mine  own 
hand  hath  saved  me.  ^Now  therefore  go  to,  proclaim 
in  the  ears  of  the  people,  saying.  Whosoever  is  fearful 
and  afraid,  let  him  return  and  depart  early  from 
mount  Gilead.  And  there  returned  of  the  people 
twenty  and  two  thousand  ;  and  there  remained  ten 
thousand. 

'^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  The  people  are 
yet  too  many;  bring  them  doAvn  unto  the  water,  and 
I  will  try  them  for  thee  there :  and  it  shall  be  that  of 
whom  I  say  unto  thee.  This  shall  go  with  thee,  the 
same  shall  go  with  thee  ;  and  of  whomsoever  I  say 
unto  thee.  This  shall  not  go  with  thee,  the  same  shall 
not  go.  ^So  he  brought  down  the  people  unto  the 
water:  and  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  Every  one 
that  lappeth  of  the  water  with  his  tongue,  as  a  dog 
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lappeth,  him  shalt  thou  set  by  himself;  like'svise  every 
one  that  boweth  down  upon  his  knees  to  drink.  ^  And 
the  number  of  them  that  lapped,  putting  their  hand  to 
their  mouth,  were  three  hundred  men  :  but  all  the 
rest  of  the  people  bowed  down  upon  their  knees  to 
drink  water.  ^And  the  Loed  said  unto  Gideon,  By 
the  three  hundred  men  that  lapped  will  I  save  you, 
and  deliver  the  Midianites  into  thine  hand  :  and  let 
all  the  other  people  go  every  man  unto  his  place.  ^  So 
the  people  took  victuals  in  their  hand,  and  their  trum- 
pets :  and  he  sent  all  the  rest  of  Israel  every  man 
unto  his  tent,  and  retained  those  three  hundred 
men  :  and  the  host  of  Midian  was  beneath  him  in 
the  valley. 

^  And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the  Lord 
said  unto  him.  Arise,  get  thee  down  unto  the  host; 
for  I  have  delivered  it  into  thine  hand.  '°But  if  thou 
fear  to  go  down,  go  thou  with  Phurah  thy  servant 
do\Yn  to  the  host :  "and  thou  shalt  hear  what  they  say ; 
and  afterward  shall  thine  hands  be  strengthened  to  go 
down  unto  the  host.  Then  went  he  down  with  Phurah 
his  servant  unto  the  outside  of  the  *  armed  men  ^I'/^^^e^ 
that  ivere  in  the  host.  '''And  the  Midianites  and  the 
Amalekites  and  all  the  children  of  the  east  lay  along 
in  the  valley  like  grasshoppers  for  multitude;  and 
their  camels  were  without  number,  as  the  sand  by  the 
sea  side  for  multitude.  '^  And  when  Gideon  was  come, 
behold,  there  was  a  man  that  told  a  dream  unto  his 
fellow,  and  said.  Behold,  I  dreamed  a  dream,  and,  lo, 
a  cake  of  barley  bread  tumbled  into  the  host  of  Midian, 
and  came  unto  a  tent,  and  smote  it  that  it  fell,  and 
overturned  it,  that  the  tent  lay  along.  '"^And  his  fellow 
answered  and  said.  This  is  nothing  else  save  the  sword 
of  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash,  a  man  of  Israel ;  for  into 
his  hand  hath  God  delivered  Midian,  and  all  the  host. 
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'^And  it  was  so^  when  Gideon  heard  the  telling  of 
the  dream,  and  *the  interpretation  thereof,  ^^^- hereof ?^'"^ 
that  he  worshipped,  and  returned  into  the  host  of 
Israel,  and  said.  Arise;  for  the  Loed  hath  delivered 
into  your  hand  the  host  of  Midian.  '^  And  he  divided 
the  three  hundred  men  into  three  companies,  and  he 
put  *a  trumpet  in  every  man's  hand,  TnkVaiT^theL': 
with  empty  pitchers,  and  *  lamps  within  the  ^orfSrX?* 
pitchers.  '^And  he  said  unto  them.  Look  on  me,  and 
do  likewise :  and,  behold,  when  I  come  to  the  outside 
of  the  camp,  it  shall  be  that^  as  I  do,  so  shall  ye  do. 
'^When  I  blow  with  a  trumpet,  I  and  all  that  are 
with  me,  then  blow  ye  the  trumpets  also  on  every 
side  of  all  the  camp,  and  say.  The  sword  of  the  Lord 
and  of  Gideon. 

'^So  Gideon,  and  the  hundred  men  that  ivere  with 
him,  came  unto  the  outside  of  the  camp  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  middle  watch;  and  they  had  but  newly 
set  the  watch :  and  they  blew  the  trumpets,  and  brake 
the  pitchers  that  were  in  their  hands.  '°  And  the  three 
companies  blew  the  trumpets,  and  brake  the  pitchers, 
and  held  the  lamps  in  their  left  hands,  and  the  trum- 
pets in  their  right  hands  to  blow  ivithal :  and  they 
cried.  The  sword  of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon.  '''And 
they  stood  every  man  in  his  place  round  about  the 
camp :  and  all  the  host  ran,  and  cried,  and  fled.  "And 
the  three  hundred  blew  the  trumpets,  and  the  Lord 
set  every  man's  sword  against  his  fellow,  even  through- 
out all  the  host  :  and  the  host  fled  to  Beth-shittah 
*in  Zererath,  and  to  the  *  border  of  Abel-me-  neh.Tp!"^' 
hoi  ah,  unto  Tabbath. 

^^  And  the  men  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  toge- 
ther out  of  Naphtali,  and  out  of  Asher,  and  out  of  all 
Manasseh,  and  pursued  after  the  Midianites.  ''^And 
Gideon  sent  messengers  throughout  all  mount  Ephraim, 
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saying,  Come  down  against  the  Midianites,  and  take 
before  them  the  waters  unto  Beth-barah  and  Jordan. 
Then  all  the  men  of  Ephraim  gathered  themselves 
together,  and  took  the  waters  unto  Beth-barah  and 
Jordan.  ""And  they  took  two  princes  of  the  Midian- 
ites, Oreb  and  Zeeb;  and  they  slew  Oreb  upon  the 
rock  Oreb,  and  Zeeb  they  slew  at  the  winepress  of 
Zeeb,  and  pursued  Midian,  and  brought  the  heads  of 
Oreb  and  Zeeb  to  Gideon  on  the  other  side  Jordan. 

VIII.  And  the  men  of  Ephraim  said  unto  him, 
*Why  hast  thou  served  us  thus,  that  got'.Soi'Si'? 
thou  calledst  us  not,  when  thou  wentest  to  fight 
with  the  Midianites?  And  they  did  chide  with  him 
*  sharjDly .  ^  And  he  said  unto  them.  What  Heb.  strongly. 
have  1  done  now  in  comparison  of  you?  Is  not  the 
gleaning  of  the  grapes  of  Ephraim  better  than  the 
vintage  of  Abi-ezer?  ^God  hath  delivered  into  your 
hands  the  princes  of  Midian,  Oreb  and  Zeeb:  and 
what  was  I  able  to  do  in  comparison  of  you?  Then 
their  *  anger  was  abated  toward  him,  when  he  Heb.s;5m^ 
had  said  that. 

*And  Gideon  came  to  Jordan,  and  passed  over,  he, 
and  the  three  hundred  men  that  were  with  him,  faint, 
yet  pursuing  them,  ^And  he  said  unto  the  men  of 
Succoth,  Give,  I  pray  you,  loaves  of  bread  unto  the 
people  that  follow  me  ;  for  they  he  faint,  and  I  am 
pursuing  after  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  kings  of  Midian. 
^And  the  princes  of  Succoth  said,  Are  the  hands  of 
Zebah  and  Zalmunna  now  in  thine  hand,  that  we 
should  give  bread  unto  thine  army  ?  ^  And  Gideon  said. 
Therefore  when  the  Lord  hath  delivered  Zebah  and 
Zalmunna  into  mine  hand,  then  I  will  *  tear  Heb.  thresh. 
your  flesh  with  the  thorns  of  the  wilderness  and  with 
briers.  ^  And  he  went  up  thence  to  Penuel,  and 
spake  unto  them  likewise  :    and  the  men  of  Penuel 
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answered  him  as  the  men  of  Succoth  had  answered 
him,  ^And  he  spake  also  unto  the  men  of  Penuel, 
saying,  When  I  come  again  in  peace,  I  will  break 
down  this  tower. 

'°Now  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  were  in  Karkor,  and 
their  hosts  with  them,  about  fifteen  thousand  men^ 
all  that  were  left  of  all  the  hosts  of  the  children  of 
the  east:  for  there  fell  *an  hundred  and  ^,S  ,7j;",tf 
twenty  thousand  men  that  drew  sword.  TaxkngalwovL 
"And  Gideon  went  up  by  the  way  of  them  that  dwelt 
in  tents  on  the  east  of  Nobah  and  Jogbehah,  and 
smote  the  host:  for  the  host  was  secure.  '"^ And  when 
Zebah  and  Zalmunna  fled,  he  pursued  after  them,  and 
took  the  two  kings  of  Midian,  Zebah  and  Zalmunna, 
and  *  discomfited  all  the  host.  Heb.  ^erw/^ei. 

'^  And  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  returned  from  battle 
before  the  sun  was  up^  "^and  caught  a  young  man  of 
the  men  of  Succoth,  and  enquired  of  him  :  and  he 
*  described  unto  him  the  princes  of  Succoth,  Heb.tm^. 
and  the  elders  thereof,  even  threescore  and  seventeen 
men.  '^And  he  came  unto  the  men  of  Succoth,  and 
said.  Behold  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  with  whom  ye  did 
upbraid  me,  saying,  Are  the  hands  of  Zebah  and  Zal- 
munna now  in  thine  hand,  that  we  should  give  bread 
unto  thy  men  that  are  weary?  '^And  he  took  the 
elders  of  the  city,  and  thorns  of  the  wilderness  and 
briers,  and  with  them  he  *  taught  the  men  of  ^'\Z^!*' 
Succoth.  '^And  he  beat  down  the  tower  of  Penuel, 
and  slew  the  men  of  the  city. 

'^Then  said  he  unto  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  What 
manner  of  men  were  they  whom  ye  slew  at  Tabor? 
And  they  answered.  As  thou  art^  so  were  they ;  each 
one  *  resembled  the  children  of  a  king.  ''And  ItefZffil 
he  said.  They  icere  my  brethren,  even  the  sons  of  my 
mother:    as  the  Lord  liveth,  if  ye  had  saved  them 
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alive,  I  would  not  slay  you.  *°  And  he  said  unto  Jether 
his  firstborn,  Up,  and  slay  them.  But  the  youth  drew 
not  his  sword:  for  he  feared,  because  he  was  yet  a 
youth.  "  Then  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  said,  Kise  thou, 
and  fall  upon  us :  for  as  the  man  25,  so  is  his  strength. 
And  Gideon  arose,  and  slew  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  and 
took  away  the  *  ornaments  that  were  on  their  %°thTmoon. 
camels'  necks. 

"  Then  the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  Gideon,  Kule 
thou  over  us,  both  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy  son's 
son  also :  for  thou  hast  delivered  us  from  the  hand  of 
Midian.  '^And  Gideon  said  unto  them,  I  will  not  rule 
over  you,  neither  shall  my  son  rule  over  you:  the 
Lord  shall  rule  over  you.  '^  And  Gideon  said  unto 
them,  I  would  desire  a  request  of  you,  that  ye  would 
give  me  every  man  the  earrings  of  his  prey.  (For 
they  had  golden  earrings,  because  they  were  Ishmael- 
ites.)  *^And  they  answered,  We  will  willingly  give 
them.  And  they  spread  a  garment,  and  did  cast  therein 
every  man  the  earrings  of  his  prey.  ''^And  the  weight 
of  the  golden  earrings  that  he  requested  was  a  thou- 
sand and  seven  hundred  shekels  of  gold ;  beside  orna- 
ments, and  *  collars,  and  purple  raiment  that  ivas  ^]iS! 
on  the  kings  of  Midian,  and  beside  the  chains  that 
were  about  their  camels'  necks.  '^And  Gideon  made 
an  ephod  thereof,  and  put  it  in  his  city,  even  in  Ophrah : 
and  all  Israel  went  thither  a  whoring  after  it :  which 
thing  became  a  snare  unto  Gideon,  and  to  his  house. 

'^  Thus  was  Midian  subdued  before  the  children  of 
Israel,  so  that  they  lifted  up  their  heads  no  more.  And 
the  country  was  in  quietness  forty  years  in  the  days  of 
Gideon.  '^  And  Jerubbaal  the  son  of  Joash  went  and 
dwelt  in  his  OAvn  house.  ^°And  Gideon  had  threescore 
and  ten  sons  *of  his  body  begotten:  for  he  ^1^'^^ 
had  many  wives.      ^'And  his  concubine  that  was  in 
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Shechem,  she  also  bare  him  a  son,  whose  name  he  *called 
Abimelech.  ^''And  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  died  Heb.  »et. 
in  a  good  old  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  sepulchre  of 
Joash  his  father,  in  Ophrah  of  the  Abi-ezrites. 

^^  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Gideon  was  dead, 
that  the  children  of  Israel  turned  again,  and  went  a 
whoring  after  Baalim,  and  made  Baal-berith  their  god. 
^■^And  the  children  of  Israel  remembered  not  \ki^  Lord 
their  God,  who  had  delivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of 
all  their  enemies  on  every  side :  ^^  neither  shewed  they 
kindness  to  the  house  of  Jerubbaal,  namely^  Gideon, 
according  to  all  the  goodness  which  he  had  shewed 
unto  Israel. 

IX.  And  Abimelech  the  son  of  Jerubbaal  went  to 
Shechem  unto  his  mother's  brethren,  and  communed 
with  them,  and  with  all  the  family  of  the  house  of  his 
mother's  father,  saying,  *  Speak,  I  pray  you,  in  the 
ears  of  all  the  men  of  Shechem,  *Whether  "^'^,^^^1%^^' 
is  better  for  you,  either  that  all  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal, 
which  are  threescore  and  ten  persons,  reign  over  you, 
or  that  one  reign  over  you?  remember  also  that  I  am 
your  bone  and  your  flesh.  ^And  his  mother's  brethren 
spake  of  him  in  the  ears  of  all  the  men  of  Shechem 
all  these  words:  and  their  hearts  inclined  *to  B.eb. after. 
follow  Abimelech;  for  they  said.  He  is  our  brother. 
*  And  they  gave  him  threescore  and  ten  pieces  of  silver 
out  of  the  house  of  Baal-berith,  wherewith  Abimelech 
hired  vain  and  light  persons,  which  followed  him. 
^And  he  went  unto  his  father's  house  at  Ophrah,  and 
slew  his  brethren  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal,  being  three- 
score and  ten  persons,  upon  one  stone :  notwithstand- 
ing yet  Jotham  the  youngest  son  of  Jerubbaal  was 
left ;  for  he  hid  himself. 

'^And  all  the  men  of  Shechem  gathered  together,  and 
all  the  house  of  Millo,  and  went,  and  made  Abimelech 
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king,  *by  the  plain  of  the  pillar  that  was  in  ^''aifii£"-^ 
Shechem. 

^Ancl  when  they  told  it  to  Jothain,  he  went  and 
stood  in  the  top  of  mount  Gerizim,  and  lifted  up  his 
voice,  and  cried,  and  said  unto  them.  Hearken  unto 
me,  ye  men  of  Shechem,  that  God  may  hearken  unto 
you.  ^The  trees  went  forth  07i  a  time  to  anoint  a  king 
over  them;  and  they  said  unto  the  olive  tree,  Reign 
thou  over  us.  ^  But  the  olive  tree  said  unto  them. 
Should  I  leave  my  fatness,  wherewith  by  me  they 
honour  God  and  man,  and  *go  to  be  pro-  ^t/ot&^l/r" 
moted  over  the  trees?  '°And  the  tree  said  to  the  fig 
tree.  Come  thou,  aiid  reign  over  us.  "  But  the  fig  tree 
said  unto  them,  Should  I  forsake  my  sweetness,  and 
my  good  fruit,  and  go  to  be  promoted  over  the  trees? 
'"  Then  said  the  trees  unto  the  vine.  Come  thou,  aiid 
reign  over  us.  '^  And  the  vine  said  unto  them.  Should 
I  leave  my  wine,  which  cheereth  God  and  man,  and 
go  to  be  promoted  over  the  trees?  ''^Then  said  all  the 
trees  unto  the  *  bramble.  Come  thou,  and  reign  ov.tMstie. 
over  us.  '^And  the  bramble  said  unto  the  trees.  If  in 
truth  ye  anoint  me  king  over  you,  tlwi  come  a7id  put 
your  trust  in  my  shadow :  and  if  not,  let  fire  come  out 
of  the  bramble,  and  devour  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

'^  Now  therefore,  if  ye  have  done  truly  and  sincerely, 
in  that  ye  have  made  Abimelech  king,  and  if  ye  have 
dealt  well  with  Jerubbaal  and  his  house,  and  have 
done  unto  him  according  to  the  deserving  of  his  hands ; 
'^(for  my  father  fought  for  you,  and  *  adventured  ^ktu/T/ 
his  hfe  far,  and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  Midian : 
'^and  ye  are  risen  up  against  my  father's  house  this 
day,  and  have  slain  his  sons,  threescore  and  ten  persons, 
upon  one  stone,  and  have  made  Abimelech,  the  son 
of  his  maidservant,  king  over  the  men  of  Shechem, 
because  he  is  your  brother;)  '^if  ye  then  have  dealt 
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truly  and  sincerely  with  Jerubbaal  and  with  his  house 
this  day,  tlien  rejoice  ye  in  Abimelech,  and  let  him  also 
rejoice  in  you:  '°but  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  from 
Abimelech,  and  devour  the  men  of  Shechem,  and  the 
house  of  Millo ;  and  let  fire  come  out  from  the  men  of 
Shechem,  and  from  the  house  of  Millo,  and  devour 
Abimelech. 

"And  Jotham  ran  away,  and  fled,  and  went  to  Beer, 
and  dwelt  there,  for  fear  of  Abimelech  his  brother. 

"When  Abimelech  had  reigned  three  years  over 
Israel,  ^^  then  God  sent  an  evil  spirit  between  Abime- 
lech and  the  men  of  Shechem;  and  the  men  of  She- 
chem dealt  treacherously  with  Abimelech :  ^^  that  the 
cruelty  done  to  the  threescore  and  ten  sons  of  Jerub- 
baal might  come,  and  their  blood  be  laid  upon  Abi- 
melech their  brother,  which  slew  them ;  and  upon  the 
men  of  Shechem,  which  *aided  him  in  the  ^S^^lltS.'' 
killing  of  his  brethren.  ''^And  the  men  of  Shechem  set 
liers  in  wait  for  him  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and 
they  robbed  all  that  came  along  that  way  by  them : 
and  it  was  told  Abimelech.  ''^And  Gaal  the  son  of 
Ebed  came  with  his  brethren,  and  went  over  to  She- 
chem :  and  the  men  of  Shechem  put  their  confidence 
in  him.  ""^And  they  Avent  out  into  the  fields,  and  ga- 
thered their  vineyards,  and  trode  the  grajjes^  and  made 
*  merry,  and  went  into  the  house  of  their  god,  or,  songs. 
and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  cursed  Abimelech.  '^And 
Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  said,  Who  is  Abimelech,  and 
who  is  Shechem,  that  we  should  serve  him?  is  not  he 
the  son  of  Jerubbaal?  and  Zebul  his  ofiicer?  serve  the 
men  of  Hamor  the  fatlier  of  Shechem :  for  why  should 
we  serve  him?  *^And  would  to  God  this  people  were 
under  my  hand!  then  would  I  remove  Abimelech. 
And  he  said  to  Abimelech,  Increase  thine  army,  and 
come  out. 
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^°And  when  Zebul  the  ruler  of  the  city  heard 
the  words  of  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed,  his  anger  was 
*kindled.  ^'And  he  sent  messengers  unto  Abi-  ov,}iot. 
melech  *  privily,  saying,  Behold,  Gaal  the  son  fr%Tormat 
of  Ebed  and  his  brethren  be  come  to  Shechem ;  and, 
behold,  they  fortify  the  city  against  thee.  ^^Xow 
therefore  up  by  night,  thou  and  the  people  that  is  with 
thee,  and  lie  in  wait  in  the  field :  "  and  it  shall  be,  that 
in  the  morning,  as  soon  as  the  sun  is  up,  thou  shalt 
rise  early,  and  set  upon  the  city:  and,  behold,  when 
he  and  the  people  that  is  with  him  come  out  against 
thee,  then  may  est  thou  do  to  them  *as  thou  fandshliifinl 
shalt  find  occasion. 

^"^And  Abimelech  rose  up,  and  all  the  people  that 
were  with  him,  by  night,  and  they  laid  wait  against 
Shechem  in  four  companies.  ^'And  Gaal  the  son  of 
Ebed  went  out,  and  stood  in  the  entering  of  the  gate 
of  the  city:  and  Abimelech  rose  up,  and  the  people 
that  icere  with  him,  from  lying  in  wait.  ^^And  when 
Gaal  saw  the  people,  he  said  to  Zebul,  Behold,  there 
come  people  down  from  the  top  of  the  mountains. 
And  Zebul  said  unto  him,  Thou  seest  the  shadow  of 
the  mountains  as  if  they  ivere  men.  ^^And  Gaal  spake 
again  and  said.  See,  there  come  people  down  by  the 
*  middle  of  the  land,  and  another  company  come  Heb.  naveu 
along  by  the  plain  of  *  Meonenim.  ''  Then  ^''oJ^UZlt' 
said  Zebul  unto  him,  Where  is  now  thy  mouth,  where- 
with thou  saidst,  Who  is  Abimelech,  that  we  should 
serve  him?  is  not  this  the  people  that  thou  hast  de- 
spised? go  out,  I  pray  now,  and  fight  with  them. 
^^And  Gaal  went  out  before  the  men  of  Shechem,  and 
fought  with  Abimelech.  '^°And  Abimelech  chased  him, 
and  he  fled  before  him,  and  many  were  overthrown 
a7id  wounded,  even  unto  the  entering  of  the  gate. 
^'And  Abimelech  dwelt  at  Arumah:  and  Zebul  thrust 
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out  Gaal  and  his  brethren,  that  they  should  not  dwell 
in  Shechem. 

'^'And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  the  peo- 
ple went  out  into  the  field ;  and  they  told  Abimelech. 
^^And  he  took  the  people,  and  divided  them  into  three 
companies,  and  laid  wait  in  the  field,  and  looked,  and, 
behold,  the  people  were  come  forth  out  of  the  city ;  and 
he  rose  up  against  them,  and  smote  them.  '^'^And 
Abimelech,  and  the  company  that  was  with  him, 
rushed  forward,  and  stood  in  the  entering  of  the  gate 
of  the  city :  and  the  two  other  companies  ran  upon 
all  the  people  that  were  in  the  fields,  and  slew  them. 
'*^And  Abimelech  fought  against  the  city  all  that 
day;  and  he  took  the  city,  and  slew  the  people  that 
was  therein,  and  beat  down  the  city,  and  sowed  it 
with  salt. 

"^^And  when  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of  Shechem 
heard  that^  they  entered  into  an  hold  of  the  house  of 
the  god  Berith.  '^^And  it  was  told  Abimelech,  that  all 
the  men  of  the  tower  of  Shechem  were  gathered  to- 
gether. "^^And  Abimelech  gat  him  up  to  mount  Zalmon, 
he  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him;  and  Abi- 
melech took  an  ax  in  his  hand,  and  cut  down  a  bough 
from  the  trees,  and  took  it,  and  laid  it  on  his  shoulder, 
and  said  unto  the  people  that  were  with  him.  What  ye 
have  seen  *me  do,  make  haste,  and  do  as  I  have  ^^^0,^^""* 
done,  "^^And  all  the  people  likewise  cut  down  every 
man  his  bough,  and  followed  Abimelech,  and  put  them 
to  the  hold,  and  set  the  hold  on  fire  upon  them;  so 
that  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of  Shechem  died  also, 
about  a  thousand  men  and  women. 

^°  Then  went  Abimelech  to  Thebez,  and  encamped 
against  Thebez,  and  took  it.  ^'  But  there  was  a  strong 
tower  within  the  city,  and  thither  fled  all  the  men  and 
women,  and  all  they  of  the  city,  and  shut  it  to  them, 
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and  gat  them  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower.  ^*And  Abi- 
melech  came  unto  the  tower,  and  fought  against  it, 
and  went  hard  unto  the  door  of  the  tower  to  burn  it 
with  fire.  "And  a  certain  woman  cast  a  piece  of  a 
millstone  upon  Abimelech's  head,  and  all  to  brake  his 
skull.  ^^  Then  he  called  hastily  unto  the  young  man 
his  armourbearer,  and  said  unto  him,  Draw  thy  sword, 
and  slay  me,  that  men  say  not  of  me,  A  woman  slew 
him.  And  his  young  man  thrust  him  through,  and 
he  died.  "And  when  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that 
Abimelech  was  dead,  they  departed  every  man  unto 
his  place. 

^^  Thus  God  rendered  the  mckedness  of  Abimelech, 
which  he  did  unto  his  father,  in  slaying  his  seventy 
brethren :  '^  and  all  the  evil  of  the  men  of  Shechem 
did  God  render  upon  their  heads:  and  upon  them 
came  the  curse  of  Jotham  the  son  of  Jerubbaal. 

X.  And  after  Abimelech  there  arose  to  *de-  ^%^.fav7: 
fend  Israel  Tola  the  son  of  Puah,  the  son  of  Dodo,  a 
man  of  Issachar;  and  he  dwelt  in  Shamir  in  mount 
Ephraim.  ''And  he  judged  Israel  twenty  and  three 
years,  and  died,  and  was  buried  in  Shamir. 

^And  after  him  arose  Jair,  a  Gileadite,  and  judged 
Israel  twenty  and  two  years.  ^And  he  had  thirty  sons 
that  rode  on  thirty  ass  colts,  and  they  had  thirty  cities, 
which  are  called  *Havoth-jair  unto  this  day,  "^''pj^!''' 
which  are  in  the  land  of  Gilead.  ^And  Jair  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Camon. 

^And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lokd,  and  served  Baalim,  and  Ashtaroth, 
and  the  gods  of  Syria,  and  the  gods  of  Zidon,  and  the 
gods  of  Moab,  and  the  gods  of  the  children  of  Ammon, 
and  the  gods  of  the  Philistines,  and  forsook  the  Lord, 
and  served  not  him.  ^  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was 
hot  agamst  Israel,  and  he  sold  them  into  the  hands  of 
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the  Philistines,  and  into  the  hands  of  the  children  of 
Ammon.  ^And  that  year  they  vexed  and  *op-  B.eh.  crushed. 
pressed  the  children  of  Israel  eighteen  years,  all  the 
children  of  Israel  that  were  on  the  other  side  Jordan 
in  the  land  of  the  Amorites,  which  is  in  Gilead. 
^  Moreover  the  children  of  Ammon  passed  over  Jordan 
to  fight  also  against  Judah,  and  against  Benjamin,  and 
against  the  house  of  Ephraim ;  so  that  Israel  was  sore 
distressed. 

""And  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord, 
saying.  We  have  sinned  against  thee,  both  because 
we  have  forsaken  our  God,  and  also  served  Baalim. 
"And  the  Lord  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Did 
not  /  deliver  you  from  the  Egyptians,  and  from  the 
Amorites,  from  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  from  the 
Philistines?  '*  The  Zidonians  also,  and  the  Amalekites, 
and  the  Maonites,  did  oppress  you;  and  ye  cried  to 
me,  and  I  delivered  you  out  of  their  hand.  '^  Yet  ye 
have  forsaken  me,  and  served  other  gods:  wherefore 
I  will  deliver  you  no  more.  "^  Go  and  cry  unto  the 
gods  which  ye  have  chosen;  let  them  deliver  you  in 
the  time  of  your  tribulation.  '^And  the  children  of 
Israel  said  unto  the  Lord,  We  have  sinned:  do  thou 
unto  us  whatsoever  *  seemeth  good  unto  thee ;  ^i%nl  eyes. 
deliver  us  only,  we  pray  thee,  this  day.  '^And  they 
put  away  the  "strange  gods  from  among  them,  ^su-'Jigersf 
and  served  the  Lord  :  and  his  soul  *was  grieved  ^tieS. 
for  the  misery  of  Israel. 

'^  Then  the  children  of  Ammon  were  *gathered  ^tfg'ether^ 
together,  and  encamped  in  Gilead.  And  the  children 
of  Israel  assembled  themselves  together,  and  encamped 
in  Mizpeh.  '^And  the  people  and  princes  of  Gilead 
said  one  to  another.  What  man  is  he  that  will  begin 
to  fight  against  the  children  of  Ammon  ?  he  shall  be 
head  over  all  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead. 
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XL  Xow  Jephthah  the  Gileadite  was  a  mighty  man 
of  valour,  and  he  ivas  the  son  of  *an  harlot:  ^tLTr 
and  Gilead  begat  Jephthah.  ''And  Gilead's  wife  bare 
him  sons ;  and  his  wife's  sons  grew  up,  and  they  thrust 
out  Jephthah,  and  said  unto  him,  Thou  shalt  not 
inherit  in  our  father's  house ;  for  thou  art  the  son  of 
a  strange  woman.  ^  Then  Jephthah  fled  *from  ^L^/^r 
his  brethren,  and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Tob :  and  there 
were  gathered  vain  men  to  Jephthah,  and  went  out 
with  him. 

"^And  it  came  to  pass  *in  process  of  time,  ^%f!''' 
that  the  children  of  Ammon  made  war  against  Israel. 
^And  it  was  so,  that  when  the  children  of  Ammon 
made  war  against  Israel,  the  elders  of  Gilead  went 
to  fetch  Jephthah  out  of  the  land  of  Tob :  ^  and  they 
said  unto  Jephthah,  Come,  and  be  our  captain,  that 
we  may  fight  with  the  children  of  Ammon.  ''And 
Jephthah  said  unto  the  elders  of  Gilead,  Did  not  ye 
hate  me,  and  expel  me  out  of  my  father's  house  ?  and 
why  are  ye  come  unto  me  now  when  ye  are  in  dis- 
tress? ^And  the  elders  of  Gilead  said  unto  Jephthah, 
Therefore  we  turn  again  to  thee  now,  that  thou  mayest 
go  with  us,  and  fight  against  the  children  of  Ammon, 
and  be  our  head  over  all  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead. 
^And  Jephthah  said  unto  the  elders  of  Gilead,  If  ye 
bring  me  home  again  to  fight  against  the  children  of 
Ammon,  and  the  Lord  deliver  them  before  me,  shall 
I  be  your  head?  '°And  the  elders  of  Gilead  said  unto 
Jephthah,  The  Lord  *be  mtness  between  ^'\teenlr'" 
us,  if  we  do  not  so  according  to  thy  words.  "  Then 
Jephthah  went  Avith  the  elders  of  Gilead,  and  the 
people  made  him  head  and  captain  over  them:  and 
Jephthah  uttered  all  his  words  before  the  Lord  in 
Mizpeh. 

''And  Jephthah  sent  messengers  unto  the  king  of 
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the  children  of  Ammon,  saying,  What  hast  thou  to  do 
with  me,  that  thou  art  come  against  me  to  fight  in 
my  land?  '^  And  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon 
answered  unto  the  messengers  of  Jephthah,  Because 
Israel  took  away  my  land,  when  they  came  up  out 
of  Egypt,  from  Arnon  even  unto  Jabbok,  and  unto 
Jordan :  now  therefore  restore  those  lands  again  peace- 
ably. '*And  Jephthah  sent  messengers  again  unto  the 
king  of  the  children  of  Ammon:  '^and  said  unto  him, 
Thus  saith  Jephthah,  Israel  took  not  away  the  land 
of  Moab,  nor  the  land  of  the  children  of  Ammon: 
'^but  when  Israel  came  up  from  Egypt,  and  walked 
through  the  wilderness  unto  the  Eed  sea,  and  came 
to  Kadesh;  '^then  Israel  sent  messengers  unto  the 
king  of  Edom,  saying.  Let  me,  I  pray  thee,  pass 
through  thy  land :  but  the  king  of  Edom  would  not 
hearken  thereto.  And  in  like  manner  they  sent  unto 
the  king  of  Moab :  but  he  would  not  consent :  and 
Israel  abode  in  Kadesh.  '^  Then  they  went  along 
through  the  wilderness,  and  compassed  the  land  of 
Edom,  and  the  land  of  Moab,  and  came  by  the  east 
side  of  the  land  of  Moab,  and  pitched  on  the  other 
side  of  Arnon,  but  came  not  within  the  border  of 
Moab:  for  Arnon  was  the  border  of  Moab.  '^And 
Israel  sent  messengers  unto  Sihon  king  of  the  Amo- 
rites,  the  king  of  Heshbon ;  and  Israel  said  unto  him. 
Let  us  pass,  we  pray  thee,  through  thy  land  into  my 
place.  """But  Sihon  trusted  not  Israel  to  pass  through 
his  coast :  but  Sihon  gathered  all  his  people  together, 
and  pitched  in  Jahaz,  and  fought  against  Israel.  "And 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel  delivered  Sihon  and  all  his 
people  into  the  hand  of  Israel,  and  they  smote  them : 
so  Israel  possessed  all  the  land  of  the  Amorites,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country.  "And  they  possessed  all 
the  coasts  of  the  Amorites,  from  Arnon  even  unto 
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Jabbok,  and  from  the  wilderness  even  unto  Jordan. 
^^  So  now  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  hath  dispossessed  the 
Amorites  from  before  his  people  Israel,  and  shouldest 
thou  possess  it?  '"^Wilt  not  thou  possess  that  which 
Chemosh  thy  god  giveth  thee  to  possess?  So  whom- 
soever the  Lord  our  God  shall  drive  out  from  before 
us,  them  will  we  possess.  '^And  now  art  thou  any 
thing  better  than  Balak  the  son  of  Zippor,  king  of 
Moab  ?  did  he  ever  strive  against  Israel,  or  did  he 
ever  fig^ht  ao-ainst  them,  ^Svhile  Israel  dwelt  in  Hesh- 
bon  and  her  towns,  and  in  Aroer  and  her  towns,  and 
in  all  the  cities  that  be  along  by  the  coasts  of  Arnon, 
three  hundred  years?  why  therefore  did  ye  not  re- 
cover them  within  that  time?  '"Wherefore  I  have  not 
sinned  against  thee,  but  thou  doest  me  wrong  to  war 
against  me:  the  Lord  the  Judge  be  judge  this  day 
between  the  children  of  Israel  and  the  children  of 
Ammon. 

'^Howbeit  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon 
hearkened  not  unto  the  words  of  Jephthah  which 
he  sent  him.  '^Then  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came 
upon  Jephthah,  and  he  passed  over  Gilead,  and  Ma- 
nasseh,  and  passed  over  Mizpeh  of  Gilead,  and  from 
Mizpeh  of  Gilead  he  passed  over  unto  the  children 
of  Ammon. 

^°And  Jephthah  vowed  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and 
said.  If  thou  shalt  without  fail  deliver  the  children 
of  Ammon  into  mine  hands,  ^'then  it  shall  be,  that 
*  whatsoever  cometh  forth  of  the  ^^\S  S/^r^tfr'' 
doors  of  my  house  to  meet  me,  when  I  return  in 
peace  from  the  children  of  Ammon,  shall  surely  be 
the  Lord's,  *and  I  will  offer  it  up  for  a  burnt  ^JffeTitc^. 
offering. 

^'  So  Jephthah  passed  over  unto  the  children  of 
Ammon  to  fight  against  them ;    and  the  Lord  de- 

E.  4. 
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liverecl  them  into  his  hands.  ^^And  he  smote  them 
from  Aroer,  even  till  thou  come  to  Minnith,  even 
twenty  cities,  and  unto  the  *  plain  of  the  vine-  OT,Ahei. 
yards,  with  a  very  great  slaughter.  Thus  the  children 
of  Ammon  were  subdued  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

^*And  Jephthah  came  to  Mizpeh  unto  his  house, 
and,  behold,  his  daughter  came  out  to  meet  him  Avith 
timbrels  and  with  dances :  and  she  was  his  only  child ; 
*  beside  her  he  had  neither  son  nor  daugh-  nl' own  either  sl{ 
ter.  ^^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  saw  Seb!"^we//. 
her,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  said,  Alas,  my 
daughter !  thou  hast  brought  me  very  low,  and  thou 
art  one  of  them  that  trouble  me :  for  I  have  opened 
my  mouth  unto  the  Lord,  and  I  cannot  go  back. 
^^And  she  said  unto  him.  My  father,  if  thou  hast 
opened  thy  mouth  unto  the  Lord,  do  to  me  according 
to  that  which  hath  proceeded  out  of  thy  mouth ;  for- 
asmuch as  the  Lord  hath  taken  vengeance  for  thee  of 
thine  enemies,  even  of  the  children  of  Ammon.  ^^  And 
she  said  unto  her  father.  Let  this  thing  be  done  for 
me:  let  me  alone  two  months,  that  I  may  *go  ^fo'diVn.^ 
up  and  down  upon  the  mountains,  and  bewail  my  vir- 
ginity, I  and  my  fellows.  ^^  And  he  said.  Go.  And  he 
sent  her  away  for  two  months:  and  she  went  with 
her  companions,  and  bewailed  her  virginity  upon  the 
mountains.  ^^And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  two 
months,  that  she  returned  unto  her  father,  who  did 
with  her  according  to  his  vow  which  he  had  vowed : 
and  she  knew  no  inan.  And  it  was  a  *  custom  ^laZf' 
in  Israel,  ^""that  the  daughters  of  Israel  went  *  yearly 
*to  lament  the  daughter  of  Jephthah  the  grf/SX'S.'"^'"*"' 
Gileadite,  four  days  in  a  year. 

XII.  AiND  the  men  of  Ephraim  *  gathered  B.eh.werecaiied. 
themselves  together,  and  went  northward,  and  said 
unto  Jephthah,  Wherefore  passedst  thou  over  to  fight 
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against  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  didst  not  call 
us  to  go  with  thee?  we  will  burn  thine  house  upon 
thee  with  fire.  'And  Jephthah  said  unto  them,  I  and 
my  people  were  at  great  strife  with  the  children  of 
Ammon,  and  when  I  called  you,  ye  delivered  me  not 
out  of  their  hands.  ^  And  when  I  saw  that  ye  delivered 
me  not,  I  put  my  life  in  my  hands,  and  passed  over 
against  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  the  Lord  de- 
livered them  into  my  hand:  wherefore  then  are  ye 
come  up  unto  me  this  day,  to  fight  against  me  ? 

'^Then  Jephthah  gathered  together  all  the  men  of 
Gilead,  and  fought  with  Ephraim:  and  the  men  of 
Gilead  smote  Ephraim,  because  they  said.  Ye  Gilead- 
ites  are  fugitives  of  Ephraim  among  the  Ephraimites, 
and  among  the  Manassites.  ^  And  the  Gileadites  took 
the  passages  of  Jordan  before  the  Ephraimites :  and  it 
was  6'6>,  that  when  those  Ephraimites  which  were  escaped 
said.  Let  me  go  over;  that  the  men  of  Gilead  said  unto 
him,  Art  thou  an  Ephraimite?  If  he  said,  Nay;  ^then 
said  they  unto  him,  Say  now  *Shibbo-  ""'^e^.tt^fJ:". 
leth :  and  he  said,  Sibboleth :  for  he  could  not  frame 
to  pronounce  it  right.  Then  they  took  him,  and  slew 
him  at  the  passages  of  Jordan :  and  there  fell  at  that 
time  of  the  Ephraimites  forty  and  two  thousand. 

^  And  Jephthah  judged  Israel  six  years.  Then  died 
Jephthah  the  Gileadite,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the 
cities  of  Gilead. 

^And  after  him  Ibzan  of  Beth-lehem  judged  Israel. 
^  And  he  had  thirty  sons,  and  thirty  daughters,  ichom 
he  sent  abroad,  and  took  in  thirty  daughters  from 
abroad  for  his  sons.  And  he  judged  Israel  seven 
years.  '°Then  died  Ibzan,  and  was  buried  at  Beth- 
lehem. ' 

"And  after  hhn  Elon,  a  Zebulonite,  judged  Israel; 
and  he  judged  Israel  ten  years.    '"And  Elon  the  Zebu-. 
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lonite  died,  and  was  buried  in  Aijalon  in  the  country 
of  Zebulun. 

'^And  after  him  Abdon  the  son  of  Hillel,  a  Pira- 
thonite,  judged  Israel.  '"^And  he  had  forty  sons  and 
thirty  *  nephews,  that  rode  on  threescore  and  B.eh.  sons'  sor.s. 
ten  ass  colts :  and  he  judged  Israel  eight  years.  '^  And 
Abdon  the  son  of  Hillel  the  Pirathonite  died,  and  was 
buried  in  Pirathon  in  the  land  of  Ephraim,  in  the 
mount  of  the  Amalekites. 

XIIL  And  the  children  of  Israel  *did  evil  ^.t^ftX'' 
again  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lord  delivered 
them  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  forty  years. 

^And  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Zorah,  of  the 
family  of  the  Danites,  whose  name  was  Manoah ;  and 
his  wife  ivas  barren,  and  bare  not.  ^And  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  unto  the  woman,  and  said  unto 
her,  Behold  now,  thou  ai^t  barren  and  bearest  not :  but 
thou  shalt  conceive  and  bear  a  son.  "^Now  therefore 
beware,  I  pray  thee,  and  drink  not  wine  nor  strong 
drink,  and  eat  not  any  unclean  tJwig:  ^for,  lo,  thou 
shalt  conceive  and  bear  a  son  ;  and  no  razor  shall 
come  on  his  head :  for  the  child  shall  be  a  Nazarite 
unto  God  from  the  womb  ;  and  he  shall  begin  to 
deliver  Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines. 

^  Then  the  woman  came  and  told  her  husband,  say- 
ing, A  man  of  God  came  unto  me,  and  his  counte- 
nance was  like  the  countenance  of  an  angel  of  God, 
very  terrible:  but  I  asked  him  not  whence  he  icas^ 
neither  told  he  me  his  name:  ^but  he  said  unto  me. 
Behold,  thou  shalt  conceive,  and  bear  a  son ;  and  now 
drink  no  wine,  nor  strong  drink,  neither  eat  any  un- 
clean thing :  for  the  child  shall  be  a  Nazarite  to  God 
from  the  womb  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

^Then  Manoah  in  treated  the  Lord,  and  said,  0  my 
Lord,  let  the  man  of  God  which  thou  didst  send  come 
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again  unto  us,  and  teach  us  what  we  shall  do  unto 
the  child  that  shall  be  born. 

^And  God  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  Manoah;  and 
the  angel  of  God  came  again  unto  the  woman  as  she 
sat  in  the  field :  but  Manoah  her  husband  teas  not 
with  her.  '°And  the  woman  made  haste,  and  ran, 
and  shewed  her  husband,  and  said  unto  him.  Behold, 
the  man  hath  appeared  unto  me,  that  came  unto  me 
the  other  day.  "And  Manoah  arose,  and  went  after 
his  wife,  and  came  to  the  man,  and  said  unto  him,  Art 
thou  the  man  that  spakest  unto  the  woman?  And  he 
said,  I  am,  "And  Manoah  said,  Now  let  thy  words 
come  to  pass.    *How  shall  we  order  the  Heb.  wiiat  shnii  u 

,.,  ,  1*7  in  1  i_l*0     t^e  manner  of,  4-c. 

child,  and    now  shall  we  do  unto  mm.''  or,  what.w/ Ae^o? 

j,.-,-,  ir»ii  T  '  1  ,         Heb.  what  shall  be /ii« 

^And  the  angel  oi  the  Lord  said  unto  ^ork? 
Manoah,  Of  all  that  I  said  unto  the  woman  let  her 
beware.  '"^She  may  not  eat  of  any  thing  that  cometh 
of  the  vine,  neither  let  her  drink  wine  or  strong  drink, 
nor  eat  any  unclean  thing :  all  that  I  commanded  her 
let  her  observe. 

'^And  Manoah  said  unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord, 
I  pray  thee,  let  us  detain  thee,  until  we  shall  have 
made  ready  a  kid  *for  thee.  ''And  the  angel  ^'V.f '' 
of  the  Lord  said  unto  Manoah,  Though  thou  detain 
me,  I  will  not  eat  of  thy  bread :  and  if  thou  wilt  offer 
a  burnt  offering,  thou  must  offer  it  unto  the  Lord. 
For  Manoah  knew  not  that  he  teas  an  angel  of  the 
Lord.  '^And  Manoah  said  unto  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  What  is  thy  name,  that  when  thy  sayings 
come  to  pass  we  may  do  thee  honour?  '^And  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  him.  Why  askest  thou 
thus  after  my  name,  seeing  it  is  *  secret?  '^So  ^XV/S!' 
Manoah  took  a  kid  with  a  meat  offering,  and  offered 
it  upon  a  rock  unto  the  Lord  :  and  the  angel  did 
wonderously;    and  Manoah  and  his  wife  looked  on. 
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'°For  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  flame  went  up  toward 
heaven  from  off  the  altar,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
ascended  in  the  flame  of  the  altar.  And  Manoah  and 
his  wife  looked  on  zV,  and  fell  on  their  faces  to  the 
ground.  "'But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  did  no  more 
appear  to  Manoah  and  to  his  wife.  Then  Manoah 
knew  that  he  was  an  angel  of  the  Lord. 

"And  Manoah  said  unto  his  wife,  We  shall  surely 
die,  because  we  have  seen  God.  ^^  But  his  Avife  said 
unto  him.  If  the  Lord  were  pleased  to  kill  us,  he 
would  not  have  received  a  burnt  ofl'ering  and  a  meat 
ofl'ering  at  our  hands,  neither  would  he  have  shcAved 
us  all  these  things^  nor  would  as  at  this  time  have  told 
us  such  things  as  these. 

'''^And  the  woman  bare  a  son,  and  called  his  name 
Samson:  and  the  child  grew,  and  the  Lord  blessed 
him.  ^'And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  began  to  move 
him  at  times  in  *the  camp  of  Dan  between  ^''neh^.dan'.' 
Zorah  and  Eshtaol. 

XIY.  And  Samson  went  down  to  Timnath,  and 
saw  a  woman  in  Timnath  of  the  daughters  of  the 
Philistines.  ^And  he  came  up,  and  told  his  father 
and  his  mother,  and  said,  I  have  seen  a  woman  in 
Timnath  of  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines:  now 
therefore  get  her  for  me  to  wife.  ^Then  his  father 
and  his  mother  said  unto  him.  Is  there  never  a  woman 
among  the  daughters  of  thy  brethren,  or  among  all 
my  people,  that  thou  goest  to  take  a  wife  of  the 
uncircumcised  Philistines  ?  And  Samson  said  unto  his 
father.  Get  her  for  me;  for  *she  pleaseth  ^j;;;f;;:/,f ' 
me  well.  "^But  his  father  and  his  mother  knew  not 
that  it  was  of  the  Lord,  that  he  sought  an  occasion 
against  the  Philistines :  for  at  that  time  the  Philistines 
had  dominion  over  Israel. 

^Then  went  Samson  down,  and  his  father  and  his 
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mother,  to  Timnath,  and  came  to  the  vineyards  of 
Thnnath:  and,  behold,  a  young  lion  roared  *  against 
him.  'And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  ^t'/j.r''" 
mightily  upon  him,  and  he  rent  him  as  he  would 
have  rent  a  kid,  and  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand :  but 
he  told  not  his  father  or  his  mother  what  he  had  done. 
^  And  he  went  down,  and  talked  with  the  woman ;  and 
she  pleased  Samson  well. 

^And  after  a  time  he  returned  to  take  her,  and 
he  turned  aside  to  see  the  carcase  of  the  lion:  and, 
behold,  there  icas  a  swarm  of  bees  and  honey  in  the 
carcase  of  the  lion.  ^And  he  took  thereof  in  his 
hands,  and  went  on  eating,  and  came  to  his  father 
and  mother,  and  he  gave  them,  and  they  did  eat :  but 
he  told  not  them  that  he  had  taken  the  honey  out 
of  the  carcase  of  the  lion. 

'°So  his  father  went  do^vn  unto  the  woman:  and 
Samson  made  there  a  feast ;  for  so  used  the  young  men 
to  do.  "And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  saw  him, 
that  they  brought  thirty  companions  to  be  with  him. 
''And  Samson  said  unto  them,  I  will  now  put  forth 
a  riddle  unto  you :  if  ye  can  certainly  declare  it  me 
within  the  seven  days  of  the  feast,  and  find  it  out, 
then  I  will  give  you  thirty  *  sheets  and  thirty  ov^surt,, 
change  of  garments :  '^  but  if  ye  cannot  declare  it  me, 
then  shall  ye  give  me  thirty  sheets  and  thirty  change 
of  garments.  And  they  said  unto  him.  Put  forth  thy 
riddle,  that  we  may  hear  it.  '"^And  he  said  unto 
them.  Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat,  and  out 
of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness.  And  they  could 
not  in  three  days  expound  the  riddle. 

'^  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  they 
said  unto  Samson's  wife.  Entice  thy  husband,  that 
he  may  declare  unto  us  the  riddle,  lest  we  burn  thee 
and  thy  father's  house  with  fire:  have  ye  called  us 
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*  to  take  that  we  have  ?  is  it  not  so?  ''And  1%  £/„::S ;;:; 
Samson's  wife  wept  before  him,  and  said,  Thou  dost 
but  hate  me,  and  lovest  me  not ;  thou  hast  put  forth 
a  riddle  unto  the  children  of  my  people,  and  hast  not 
told  it  me.  And  he  said  unto  her.  Behold,  I  have 
not  told  it  my  father  nor  my  mother,  and  shall  I  tell 
zYthee?  '^And  she  wept  before  him  *the  ""i'.^ll'Z;:*  ?/,''" 
seven  days,  while  their  feast  lasted :  and  it  came  to 
pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  he  told  her,  because 
she  lay  sore  upon  him :  and  she  told  the  riddle  to  the 
children  of  her  people.  '^And  the  men  of  the  city 
said  unto  him  on  the  seventh  day  before  the  sun 
went  down,  What  is  sweeter  than  honey?  and  what 
is  stronger  than  a  lion?  And  he  said  unto  them, 
If  ye  had  not  plowed  with  my  heifer,  ye  had  not 
found  out  my  riddle.  '^And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  him,  and  he  went  down  to  Ashkelon,  and 
slew  thirty  men  of  them,  and  took  their  *  spoil,  or,  apparei. 
and  gave  change  of  garments  unto  them  which  ex- 
pounded the  riddle. 

And  his  anger  was  kindled,  and  he  went  up  to  his 
father's  house.  """But  Samson's  wife  Avas  given  to  his 
companion,  whom  he  had  used  as  his  friend. 

XY.  But  it  came  to  pass  within  a  while  after,  in 
the  time  of  wheat  harvest,  that  Samsom  visited  his 
wife  with  a  kid  ;  and  he  said,  I  will  go  in  to  my 
wife  into  the  chamber.  But  her  father  would  not 
suffer  him  to  go  in.  ^And  her  father  said,  I  verily 
thought  that  thou  hadst  utterly  hated  her;  therefore 
I  gave  her  to  thy  companion  ;  is  not  her  younger 
sister  fairer  than  she?  *take  her  I  pray  thee,  ^fethLl'.'' 
instead  of  her. 

^  And  Samson  said  concerning  them,  *  Now  ^liumAetfroi 
shall  I  be  more  blameless  than  the  Philis- ;j:„,f  j'^:''"^** 
tines,  though  I  do  them  a  displeasure.     '^And  Samson 
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went  and  caught  three  hundred  foxes,  and  took 
*  firebrands,  and  turned  tail  to  tail,  and  put  a  or.^ore^e... 
firebrand  in  the  midst  between  two  tails.  ^And  when 
he  had  set  the  brands  on  fire,  he  let  them,  go  into  the 
standing  corn  of  the  Philistines,  and  burnt  up  both 
the  shocks,  and  also  the  standing  corn,  with  the  vine- 
yards and  olives.  ^  Then  the  Philistines  said.  Who 
hath  done  this  ?  And  they  answered,  Samson,  the  son 
in  law  of  the  Timnite,  because  he  had  taken  his  wife, 
and  given  her  to  his  companion.  And  the  Philistines 
came  up,  and  burnt  her  and  her  father  with  fire. 

'And  Samson  said  unto  them.  Though  ye  have 
done  this,  yet  will  I  be  avenged  of  you,  and  after 
that  I  will  cease.  ^  And  he  smote  them  hip  and  thigh 
with  a  great  slaughter :  and  he  went  down  and  dwelt 
in  the  top  of  the  rock  Etam. 

^  Then  the  Philistines  went  up,  and  pitched  in 
Judah,  and  spread  themselves  in  Lehi.  '°And  the 
men  of  Judah  said.  Why  are  ye  come  up  against  us? 
And  they  answered.  To  bind  Samson  are  we  come  up, 
to  do  to  him  as  he  hath  done  to  us.  "Then  three 
thousand  men  of  Judah  *went  to  the  top  of  the  ^'doZ:!'^ 
rock  Etam,  and  said  to  Samson,  Knowest  thou  not 
that  the  Philistines  are  rulers  over  us?  what  is  this 
that  thou  hast  done  unto  us  ?  And  he  said  unto 
them.  As  they  did  unto  me,  so  have  I  done  unto 
them.  '^And  they  said  unto  him,  We  are  come  down 
to  bind  thee,  that  we  may  deliver  thee  into  the  hand 
of  the  Philistines.  And  Samson  said  unto  them. 
Swear  unto  me,  that  ye  will  not  fall  upon  me  your- 
selves. '^And  they  spake  unto  him,  saying,  jSTo;  but 
we  will  bind  thee  fast,  and  deliver  thee  into  their 
hand:  but  surely  we  will  not  kill  thee.  And  they 
bound  him  with  two  new  cords,  and  brought  him  up 
from  the  rock. 
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'"^Aiid  when  he  came  unto  Lehi,  the  Philistines 
shouted  against  him:  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
came  mightily  upon  him,  and  the  cords  that  ivere 
upon  his  arms  became  as  flax  that  was  burnt  with 
fire,  and  his  bands  *  loosed  from  off  his  hands.  ^.tiM^^^ 
'^And  he  found  a  *  new  jawbone  of  an  ass,  and  Heb.  »«o^s^ 
put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  it,  and  slew  a  thousand 
men  therewith.  '^And  Samson  said.  With  the  jaw- 
bone of  an  ass,  *  heaps  upon  heaps,  with  the  ^u-ol'saps'.^' 
jaw  of  an  ass  have  1  slain  a  thousand  men.  '^And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking, 
that  he  cast  away  the  jawbone  out  of  his  hand,  and 
called  that  place  *Kamath-lehi.  ^%^Ue%!^l 

''And  he  was  sore  athirst,  and  called  Thlfa^lZr"' "-^ 
on  the  LoED,  and  said.  Thou  hast  given  this  great 
deliverance  into  the  hand  of  thy  servant:  and  now 
shall  I  die  for  thirst,  and  fall  into  the  hand  of  the 
uncircumcised  ?  '^  But  God  clave  an  hollow  place 
that  was  in  *the  jaw,  and  there  came  water  or,  Leu. 
thereout;  and  when  he  had  drunk,  his  spirit  came 
again,  and  he  revived :  wherefore  he  called  the  name 
thereof  *En-hakkore,  which  is  in  Lehi  unto  '^M^-Mm 

thic;   rlnv  ^^"'^  culled, 

Lllife     Uciy .  ^  or,  cried. 

'°And  he  judged  Israel  in  the  days  of  the  Philis- 
tines twenty  years. 

XVI.  Then  went  Samson  to  Gaza,  and  saw  there 
*an  harlot,  and  went  in  unto  her.  '^726^  2V^t;Lwot"'' 
was  told  the  Gazites,  saying,  Samson  is  come  hither. 
And  they  compassed  liim  in,  and  laid  wait  for  him  all 
night  in  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  were  *  quiet  ^eh.suent. 
all  the  night,  saying.  In  the  morning,  when  it  is  day, 
we  shall  kill  him.  ^And  Samson  lay  till  midnight,  and 
arose  at  midnight,  and  took  the  doors  of  the  gate  of 
the  city,  and  the  two  posts,  and  went  away  with  them, 
*bar  and  all,  and  put  them  upon  his  shoulders,  \ 


eb.  u-ith 
the  bar. 
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and  carried  them  up  to  the  top  of  an  hill  that  is 
before  Hebron. 

'^Ancl  it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  he  loved  a 
woman  *in  the  valley  of  Sorek,  whose  name  ^.t^k!"' 
teas  Delilah.  ^  And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  came 
up  unto  her,  and  said  unto  her.  Entice  him,  and  see 
wherein  his  great  strength  lietJi^  and  by  what  means 
we  may  prevail  against  him,  that  we  may  bind  him  to 

*  afflict  him:  and  we  will  give  thee  every  one  or,  humbie. 
of  us  eleven  hundred  pieces  of  silver. 

^  And  Delilah  said  to  Samson,  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee, 
wherein  thy  great  strength  lieth^  and  wherewith  thou 
mightest  be  bound  to  afflict  thee.  ^And  Samson  said 
unto  her.  If  they  bind  me  with  seven  *  green  ^ehfrnoht."^'' 
withs  that  were  never  dried,  then  shall  I  be  weak, 
and  be  as  *  another  man.  ^  Then  the  lords  of  Heb.o^ze. 
the  Philistines  brought  up  to  her  seven  green  withs 
which  had  not  been  dried,  and  she  bound  him  with 
them.  ^  Now  there  icere  men  lying  in  wait,  abiding 
with  her  in  the  chamber.  And  she  said  unto  him. 
The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he  brake 
the  ^viths,   as  a  thread   of  tow  is   broken   when   it 

*  toucheth  the  fire.     So  his  strength  was    Heb.  smeiiefh. 
not  known. 

'°And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  Behold,  thou  hast 
mocked  me,  and  told  me  lies:  now  tell  me,  I  pray 
thee,  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound.  "And 
he  said  unto  her.  If  they  bind  me  fast  with  new 
ropes  *that  never  were  occupied,  then  ^itt^^^one!" 
shall  I  be  weak,  and  be  as  another  man.  ''  Delilah 
therefore  took  new  ropes,  and  bound  him  therewith, 
and  said  unto  him.  The  Philistines  be  upon  thee, 
Samson.  And  there  were  liers  in  wait  abiding  in  the 
chamber.  And  he  brake  them  from  off  his  arms  like 
a  thread. 
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'^  And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  Hitherto  thou  liast 
mocked  me,  and  told  me  lies :  tell  me  where's\dth  thou 
mightest  be  bound.  And  he  said  unto  her,  If  thou 
weavest  the  seven  locks  of  my  head  with  the  web. 
'*And  she  fastened  it  with  the  pin,  and  said  unto 
him.  The  Philistines  he  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he 
awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  went  away  with  the  pin 
of  the  beam,  and  with  the  web. 

'^And  she  said  unto  him.  How  canst  thou  say,  I 
love  thee,  when  thine  heart  is  not  with  me  ?  thou 
hast  mocked  me  these  three  times,  and  hast  not  told 
me  wherein  thy  great  strength  lieth,  '^  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  she  pressed  him  daily  with  her  words, 
and  urged  him,  so  that  his  soul  was  *  vexed  Keb.  shortened. 
unto  death;  '^that  he  told  her  all  his  heart,  and  said 
unto  her.  There  hath  not  come  a  razor  upon  mine 
head;  for  I  have  been  a  Nazarite  unto  God  from  my 
mother's  womb:  if  I  be  shaven,  then  my  strength 
will  go  from  me,  and  I  shall  become  weak,  and  be 
like  any  other  man. 

'^And  when  Delilah  saw  that  he  had  told  her  all 
his  heart,  she  sent  and  called  for  the  lords  of  the  Phi- 
listines, saying.  Come  up  this  once,  for  he  hath  shewed 
me  all  his  heart.  Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 
came  up  unto  her,  and  brought  money  in  their  hand. 
'^And  she  made  him  sleep  upon  her  knees;  and  she 
called  for  a  man,  and  she  caused  him  to  shave  off  the 
seven  locks  of  his  head :  and  she  began  to  afflict  him, 
and  his  strength  went  from  him.  ''°And  she  said, 
The  Philistines  he  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he  awoke 
out  of  his  sleep,  and  said,  I  will  go  out  as  at  other 
times  before,  and  shake  myself.  And  he  wist  not 
that  the  Lord  was  departed  from  him.  "'  But  the 
Philistines  took  him,  and  *put  out  his  eyes,  ^"ti""'^ 
and  brought  him  down  to  Gaza,  and  bound  him  with 
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fetters  of  brass :  and  he  did  grind  in  the  prison  house. 
"  Howbeit  the  hair  of  his  head  began  to  grow  again 
*  after  he  was  shaven.  ^  ""[^r.wL'' 

^^  Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  gathered  them 
together  for  to  offer  a  great  sacrifice  unto  Dagon  their 
god,  and  to  rejoice :  for  they  said,  Our  god  hath  deli- 
vered Samson  our  enemy  into  our  hand.  '^And  when 
the  people  saw  him,  they  praised  their  god :  for  they 
said.  Our  god  hath  delivered  into  our  hands  our  enemy, 
and  the  destroyer  of  our  country,  *  which  ^.^^/JjUli:"'" 
slew  many  of  us.  '^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  their 
hearts  were  merry,  that  they  said.  Call  for  Samson, 
that  he  may  make  us  sport.  And  they  called  for  Sam- 
son out  of  the  prison  house ;  and  he  made  *them  ^^\em°''' 
sport :  and  they  set  him  between  the  pillars.  '^  And 
Samson  said  unto  the  lad  that  held  him  by  the  hand. 
Suffer  me  that  I  may  feel  the  pillars  whereupon  the 
house  standeth,  that  I  may  lean  upon  them. 

*^  Now  the  house  was  full  of  men  and  women ;  and 
all  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  were  there;  and  there 
icere  upon  the  roof  about  three  thousand  men  and 
women,  that  beheld  while  Samson  made  sport.  '^And 
Samson  called  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  0  Lord  God, 
remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and  strengthen  me,  I  pray 
thee,  only  this  once,  0  God,  that  I  may  be  at  once 
avenged  of  the  Philistines  for  my  two  eyes.  ""^And 
Samson  took  hold  of  the  two  middle  pillars  upon  which 
the  house  stood,  and  *on  which  it  was  borne  ^^olVklZ'^ 
up,  of  the  one  with  his  right  hand,  and  of  the  other 
with  his  left.  ^°And  Samson  said.  Let  *me  B.eb.my8oui. 
die  with  the  Philistines.  And  he  bowed  himself  witli 
all  his  might :  and  the  house  fell  upon  the  lords,  and 
upon  all  the  people  that  icere  therein.  So  the  dead 
which  he  slew  at  his  death  were  more  than  they  which 
he  slew  in  his  life. 
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^'  Then  his  brethren  and  all  the  house  of  his  father 
came  down,  and  took  him,  and  brought  him  up,  and 
buried  him  between  Zorah  and  Eshtaol  in  the  bury- 
ingplace  of  Manoah  his  father.  And  he  judged  Israel 
twenty  years. 

XYII.  And  there  was  a  man  of  mount  Ephraim, 
whose  name  was  Micah.  ""And  he  said  unto  his  mother, 
The  eleven  hundred  shekels  of  silver  that  were  taken 
from  thee,  about  which  thou  cursedst,  and  spakest  of 
also  in  mine  ears,  behold,  the  silver  is  with  me;  I 
took  it.  And  his  mother  said.  Blessed  be  thou  of  the 
Lord,  my  son.  ^And  when  he  had  restored  the  eleven 
hundred  shekels  of  silver  to  his  mother,  his  mother  said, 
I  had  wholly  dedicated  the  silver  unto  the  Lord  from 
my  hand  for  my  son,  to  make  a  graven  image  and  a 
molten  image:  now  therefore  I  will  restore  it  unto 
thee.  ^  Yet  he  restored  the  money  unto  his  mother ; 
and  his  mother  took  two  hundred  shekels  of  silver, 
and  gave  them  to  the  founder,  who  made  thereof  a 
graven  image  and  a  molten  image :  and  they  were  in 
the  house  of  Micah.  ^And  the  man  Micah  had  an 
house  of  gods,  and  made  an  ephod,  and  teraphim,  and 
*  consecrated  one  of  his  sons,  who  became  his  ^/J^Sf 
priest. 

^  Li  those  days,  there  was  no  king  in  Israel,  hut  every 
man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes. 

^And  there  was  a  young  man  out  of  Beth-lehem- 
judah  of  the  family  of  Judah,  who  was  a  Levite,  and 
he  sojourned  there.  ^And  the  man  departed  out  of 
the  city  from  Beth-leh  em -judah  to  sojourn  where  he 
could  hnd  a  place :  and  he  came  to  mount  Ephraim  to 
the  house  of  Micah,  *as  he  journeyed.  ^And  ^^'.j'L^f  "'^ 
Micah  said  unto  him.  Whence  comest  thou  ?  And  he 
said  unto  him,  I  am  a  Levite  of  Beth-lehem-judah, 
and  I  go  to  sojourn  where  I  may  find  a  place,     '°And 
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Micah  said  unto  him,  Dwell  with  me,  and  be  unto  me 
a  father  and  a  priest,  and  I  will  give  thee  ten  shekels 
of  silver  by  the  year,  and  *a  suit  of  g^b^^rtt;":)/;...... 

apparel,  and  thy  victuals.  So  the  Levite  went  in. 
"And  the  Levite  was  content  to  dwell  with  the  man ; 
and  the  young  man  was  unto  him  as  one  of  his  sons. 
''And  Micah  consecrated  the  Levite;  and  the  young 
man  became  his  priest,  and  was  in  the  house  of  Micah. 
''  Then  said  Micah,  Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  will 
do  me  good,  seeing  I  have  a  Levite  to  my  priest. 

XVIII.  In  those  days  thei^e  was  no  king  in  Israel : 
and  in  those  days  the  tribe  of  the  Danites  sought 
them  an  inheritance  to  dwell  in;  for  unto  that  day 
all  their  inheritance  had  not  fallen  unto  them  amono' 

o 

the  tribes  of  Israel.  "And  the  children  of  Dan  sent 
of  their  family  five  men  from  their  coasts,  *men  Heb.  so,>s. 
of  valour  from  Zorah,  and  from  Eshtaol,  to  spy  out 
the  land  and  to  search  it;  and  they  said  unto  them, 
Go,  search  the  land :  who  when  they  came  to  mount 
E]3hraim,  to  the  house  of  Micah,  they  lodged  there. 
^When  they  ice)^e  by  the  house  of  ]\Iicah,  they  knew 
the  voice  of  the  young  man  the  Levite :  and  they 
turned  in  thither,  and  said  unto  him.  Who  brought 
thee  hither?  and  what  makest  thou  in  this  place?  and 
what  hast  thou  here?  '^And  he  said  unto  them.  Thus 
and  thus  dealeth  Micah  with  me,  and  hath  hired  me, 
and  I  am  his  priest.  'And  they  said  unto  him.  Ask 
counsel,  we  pray  thee,  of  God,  that  we  may  know 
whether  our  way  which  we  go  shall  be  prosperous. 
^And  the  priest  said  unto  them.  Go  in  peace:  before 
the  Lord  is  your  way  wherein  ye  go. 

^  Then  the  fiye  men  departed,  and  came  to  Laish, 
and  saw  the  people  that  were  therein,  how  they  dwelt 
careless,  after  the  manner  of  the  Zidonians,  quiet  and 
secure;  and  there  was  no  *  magistrate  in  ^ktr  S/resZl7.' 
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the  land  that  might  put  them  to  shame  in  any  thing ; 
and  they  were  far  from  the  Zidonians,  and  had  no 
business  with  any  man.  ^And  they  came  unto  their 
brethren  to  Zorah  and  Eshtaol:  and  their  brethren 
said  unto  them,  What  say  ye?  'And  they  said,  Arise, 
that  we  may  go  up  against  them :  for  we  have  seen 
the  land,  and,  behold,  it  is  very  good:  and  are  ye 
still?  be  not  slothful  to  go,  aiid  to  enter  to  possess 
the  land.  '°When  ye  go,  ye  shall  come  unto  a  people 
secure,  and  to  a  large  land:  for  God  hath  given  it 
into  your  hands;  a  place  where  there  is  no  want  of 
any  thing  that  is  in  the  earth. 

"And  there  went  from  thence  of  the  family  of  the 
Danites,  out  of  Zorah  and  out  of  Eshtaol,  six  hundred 
men  *  appointed  with  weapons  of  war.  '^And  B.eh.  girded. 
they  went  up,  and  pitched  in  Kirjath-jearim,  in  Judah  : 
wherefore  they  called  that  place  Mahaneh-dan  unto 
this  day:  behold,  it  is  behind  Kirjath-jearim.  '^And 
they  passed  thence  unto  mount  Ephraim,  and  came 
unto  the  house  of  Micah.  ^^  Then  answered  the  five 
men  that  went  to  spy  out  the  country  of  Laish,  and 
said  unto  their  brethren.  Do  ye  know  that  there  is  in 
these  houses  an  ephod,  and  teraphim,  and  a  graven 
image,  and  a  molten  image?  now  therefore  consider 
what  ye  have  to  do.  '^And  they  turned  thitherward, 
and  came  to  the  house  of  the  young  man  the  Levite, 
even  unto  the  house  of  Micah,  and  *  saluted  ^''o/'*^ 


ked  him 


pence. 


him.  '^And  the  six  hundred  men  appointed  with 
their  weapons  of  war,  which  were  of  the  children  of 
Dan,  stood  by  the  entering  of  the  gate.  '^And  the 
five  men  that  went  to  spy  out  the  land  went  up,  and 
came  in  thither,  and  took  the  graven  image,  and  the 
ephod,  and  the  teraphim,  and  the  molten  image :  and 
the  priest  stood  in  the  entering  of  the  gate  with  the 
six  hundred  men  that  were  appointed  with  weapons  of 
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war.  '^  And  these  went  into  Micali's  house,  and  fetched 
the  carved  image,  the  ephod,  and  the  teraphim,  and 
the  molten  image.  Then  said  the  priest  unto  them, 
What  do  ye?  '^And  they  said  unto  him,  Hold  thy 
peace,  lay  thine  hand  upon  thy  mouth,  and  go  with 
us,  and  be  to  us  a  father  and  a  priest :  is  it  better  for 
thee  to  be  a  priest  unto  the  house  of  one  man,  or  that 
thou  be  a  priest  unto  a  tribe  and  a  family  in  Israel? 
*°And  the  priest's  heart  was  glad,  and  he  took  the 
ephod,  and  the  teraphim,  and  the  graven  image,  and 
went  in  the  midst  of  the  people.  "'  So  they  turned 
and  departed,  and  put  the  liftle  ones  and  the  cattle 
and  the  carriage  before  them. 

"And  when  they  were  a  good  way  from  the  house 
of  Micah,  the  men  that  were  in  the  houses  near  to 
Micah's  house  were  gathered  together,  and  overtook 
the  children  of  Dan.  '^And  they  cried  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Dan.  And  they  turned  their  faces,  and  said 
unto  Micah,  What  aileth  thee,  *that  thou  ^gXr\1  ioglthel. 
comest  with  such  a  company  ?  ^'^And  he  said.  Ye  have 
taken  away  my  gods  which  I  made,  and  the  priest,  and 
ye  are  gone  away :  and  what  have  I  more  ?  and  what 
is  this  that  ye  say  unto  me.  What  aileth  thee?  ^^  And 
the  children  of  Dan  said  unto  him.  Let  not  thy  voice 
be  heard  among  us,  lest  *  angry  fellows  run  ^^/iS''' 
upon  thee,  and  thou  lose  thy  life,  with  the  lives  of  thy 
household.  ^^And  the  children  of  Dan  went  their 
way:  and  when  Micah  saw  they  were  too  strong  for 
him,  he  turned  and  went  back  unto  his  house. 

^' And  they  took  the  things  which  Micah  had  made, 
and  the  priest  which  he  had,  and  came  unto  Laish, 
unto  a  people  that  were  at  quiet  and  secure :  and  they 
smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  burnt 
the  city  with  fire.  ^^And  there  teas  no  deliverer,  be- 
cause it  was  far  from  Zidon,  and  they  had  no  business 

E.  5. 
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with  any  man ;  and  it  was  in  the  valley  that  lieth  by 
Beth-rehob. 

And  they  built  a  city,  and  dwelt  therein.  '^And 
they  called  the  name  of  the  city  Dan,  after  the  name 
of  Dan  their  father,  who  was  born  unto  Israel :  howbeit 
the  name  of  the  city  was  Laish  at  the  first.  ^°And 
the  children  of  Dan  set  up  the  graven  image :  and 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Gershom,  the  son  of  Manasseh, 
he  and  his  sons  were  priests  to  the  tribe  of  Dan  until 
the  day  of  the  captivity  of  the  land.  ^'  And  they  set 
them  up  Micah's  graven  image,  which  he  made,  all  the 
time  that  the  house  of  God  was  in  Shiloh. 

XIX.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  when  there 
was  no  king  in  Israel,  that  there  was  a  certain  Levite 
sojourning  on  the  side  of  mount  Ephraim,  who  took  to 
him  *a  concubine  out  of  Beth-lehem-  ""t.^'^^r^^^ll'l^S:"' 
judah.  'And  his  concubine  played  the  whore  against 
him,  and  went  away  from  him  unto  her  father's  house 
to  Beth-lehem-judah,  and  was  there  *four  ^;;;:.iSf 
w^hole  months.  ^^;,^^ht" 

^And  her  husband  arose,  and  went  after  her,  to 
speak  *  friendly  unto  her,  and  to  bring  her  ^  w'i.^"' 
again,  having  his  servant  with  him,  and  a  couple  of 
asses ;  and  she  brought  him  into  her  father's  house : 
and  when  the  father  of  the  damsel  saw  him,  he 
rejoiced  to  meet  him.  "^And  his  father  in  law,  the 
damsel's  father,  retained  him;  and  he  abode  with  him 
three  days:  so  they  did  eat  and  drink,  and  lodged 
there.  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  fourth  day,  when 
they  arose  early  in  the  morning,  that  he  rose  up  to 
depart:  and  the  damsel's  father  said  unto  his  son  in 
law,  *  Comfort  thine  heart  with  a  morsel  of  neb.  strengthen. 
bread,  and  afterward  go  your  way.  ^And  they  sat  down 
and  did  eat  and  drink  both  of  them  together :  for  the 
damsel's  father  had  said  unto  the  man,  Be  content,  I 
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pray  thee,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  let  thine  heart  be 
merry.  ^And  when  the  man  rose  up  to  depart,  his 
father  in  law  urged  him:  therefore  he  lodged  there 
again.  ^  And  he  arose  early  in  the  morning  on  the  fifth 
day  to  depart :  and  the  damsel's  father  said.  Comfort 
thine  heart,  I  pray  thee.  And  they  tarried  *until  after- 
noon, and  they  did  eat  both  of  them.  Mnd  ^^^deau^a'"^ 
when  the  man  rose  up  to  depart,  he,  and  his  concubine, 
and  his  servant,  his  father  in  law,  the  damsel's  father, 
said  unto  him.  Behold,  now  the  day  *draweth  Heb.  is  weak. 
toward  evening,  I  pray  you  tarry  all  night:  behold, 
*the  day  groweth  to  an  end,  lodge  here,  ^tmei/^^'/i';'''"^ 
that  thine  heart  may  be  merry ;  and  to  morrow  get  you 
early  on  your  way,  that  thou  mayest  go  *home.  ^funl 
'°But  the  man  would  not  tarry  that  night,  but  he  rose 
up  and  departed,  and  came  *over  against  Jebus,  ^^^^JL^!^'* 
which  is  Jerusalem ;  and  there  were  with  him  two  asses 
saddled,  his  concubine  also  was  with  him. 

^^  And  when  they  were  by  Jebus,  the  day  was  far 
spent;  and  the  servant  said  unto  his  master.  Come, 
I  pray  thee,  and  let  us  turn  in  into  this  city  of  the  Jebu- 
sites,  and  lodge  in  it.  '^  And  his  master  said  unto  him. 
We  will  not  turn  aside  hither  into  the  city  of  a  stranger, 
that  is  not  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  we  will  pass  over 
to  Gibeah.  '^And  he  said  unto  his  servant,  Come,  and 
let  us  draw  near  to  one  of  these  places  to  lodge  all 
night,  in  Gibeah,  or  in  Ramah.  '"^And  they  passed  on 
and  went  their  way;  and  the  sun  went  doAvn  upon 
them  when  they  icere  by  Gibeah,  which  helongeth  to 
Benjamin.  '^And  they  turned  aside  thither,  to  go  in 
and  to  lodge  in  Gibeah :  and  when  he  went  in,  he  sat 
him  down  in  a  street  of  the  city :  for  there  was  no  man 
that  took  them  into  his  house  to  lodging. 

'^And,  behold,  there  came  an  old  man  from  his 
work  out  of  the  field  at  even,    which   was   also  of 
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mount  Epliraim ;  and  he  sojourned  in  Gibeah :  but 
the  men  of  the  place  were  Benjamites.  '^And  when 
he  had  lifted  up  his  eyes,  he  saw  a  wayfaring  man 
in  the  street  of  the  city :  and  the  old  man  said,  Whi- 
ther goest  thou?  and  whence  comest  thou?  '^And 
he  said  unto  him.  We  are  passing  from  Beth-lehem- 
judali  toward  the  side  of  mount  Ephraim;  from  thence 
am  I  :  and  I  went  to  Beth-lehem-judah,  but  I  am 
now  going  to  the  house  of  the  Lord;  and  there  is 
no  man  that  *receiveth  me  to  house.  '^Yet  li^h.  gathered . 
there  is  both  straw  and  provender  for  our  asses ;  and 
there  is  bread  and  wine  also  for  me,  and  for  thy 
handmaid,  and  for  the  young  man  which  is  with  thy 
servants:  there  is  no  want  of  any  thing.  '°And  the 
old  man  said.  Peace  be  with  thee;  howsoever  let  all 
thy  wants  lie  upon  me ;  only  lodge  not  in  the  street. 
^'  So  he  brought  him  into  his  house,  and  gave  pro- 
vender unto  the  asses:  and  they  washed  their  feet, 
and  did  eat  and  drink. 

^^  Now  as  they  were  making  their  hearts  merry, 
behold,  the  men  of  the  city,  certain  sons  of  Belial, 
beset  the  house  round  about,  and  beat  at  the  door, 
and  spake  to  the  master  of  the  house,  the  old  man, 
saying.  Bring  forth  the  man  that  came  into  thine 
house,  that  we  may  know  him.  ^^And  the  man,  the 
master  of  the  house,  went  out  unto  them,  and  said 
unto  them.  Nay,  my  brethren,  nay^  I  pray  you,  do 
not  so  wickedly;  seeing  that  this  man  is  come  into 
mine  house,  do  not  this  folly.  '"^  Behold,  here  is  my 
daughter  a  maiden,  and  his  concubine;  them  I  will 
bring  out  now,  and  humble  ye  them,  and  do  with 
them  what  seemeth  good  unto  you:  but  unto  this 
man  do  not  ''so  vile  a  thing.  '^But  the  men  ^^tl-:]!^!^!' 
would  not  hearken  to  him :  so  the  man  took  his  con- 
cubine, and  brought  her  forth  unto  them;   and  they 
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knew  her,  and  abused  her  all  the  night  until  the 
morning:  and  when  the  day  began  to  spring,  they 
let  her  go. 

^^  Then  came  the  woman  in  the  dawning  of  the  day, 
and  fell  down  at  the  door  of  the  man's  house  where 
her  lord  icas^  till  it  was  light.  '^  And  her  lord  rose  up 
in  the  morning,  and  opened  the  doors  of  the  house, 
and  went  out  to  go  his  way :  and,  behold,  the  woman 
his  concubine  was  fallen  down  at  the  door  of  the 
house,  and  her  hands  were  upon  the  threshold.  ^^  And 
he  said  unto  her,  Up,  and  let  us  be  going.  But  none 
answered.  Then  the  man  took  her  up  upon  an  ass, 
and  th^  man  rose  up,  and  gat  him  unto  his  place. 

'^And  when  he  was  come  into  his  house,  he  took  a 
knife,  and  laid  hold  on  his  concubine,  and  divided 
her,  togetlier  with  her  bones,  into  twelve  pieces,  and 
sent  her  into  all  the  coasts  of  Israel.  ^'^  And  it  was  so, 
that  all  that  saw  it  said.  There  was  no  such  deed  done 
nor  seen  from  the  day  that  the  children  of  Israel  came 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  unto  this  day :  consider 
of  it,  take  advice,  and  speak  your  minds. 

XX.  Thex  all  the  children  of  Israel  went  out,  and 
the  congregation  was  gathered  together  as  one  man, 
from  Dan  even  to  Beersheba,  with  the  land  of  Gilead, 
unto  the  Lord  in  Mizpeh.  ^And  the  chief  of  all  the 
people,  even  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  presented  them- 
selves in  the  assembly  of  the  people  of  God,  four  hun- 
dred thousand  footmen  that  drew  sword.  ^  (  Xow  the 
children  of  Benjamin  heard  that  the  children  of  Israel 
were  gone  up  to  Mizpeh.) 

Then  said  the  children  of  Israel,  Tell  W5,  how  was 
this  wickedness?  'And  *the  Levite,  the  hus-  ^titr." 
band  of  the  woman  that  was  slain,  answered  and  said, 
I  came  into  Gibeah  that  helongeth  to  Benjamin,  I  and 
my  concubine,  to  lodge.    ^  And  the  men  of  Gibeah  rose 
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against  me,  and  beset  the  house  round  about  upon  me 
by  night,  and  thought  to  have  slain  me :  and  my  con- 
cubine have  they  *  forced,  that  she  is  dead.  ^  And  ^"^^ed!"' 
I  took  my  concubine,  and  cut  her  in  pieces,  and  sent 
her  throughout  all  the  country  of  the  inheritance  of 
Israel:  for  they  have  committed  lewdness  and  folly 
in  Israel.  '  Behold,  ye  ai^e  all  children  of  Israel ;  give 
here  your  advice  and  counsel. 

^And  all  the  people  arose  as  one  man,  saying.  We 
will  not  any  of  us  go  to  his  tent,  neither  will  we  any 
of  us  turn  into  his  house.  ^But  now  this  shall  he  the 
thing  wdiich  we  will  do  to  Gibeah ;  '°  ice  imll  go  up  by 
lot  against  it ;  and  we  will  take  ten  men  of  an  hundred 
throughout  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  an  hundred  of 
a  thousand,  and  a  thousand  out  of  ten  thousand,  to 
fetch  victual  for  the  people,  that  they  may  do,  when 
they  come  to  Gibeah  of  Benjamin,  according  to  all  the 
folly  that  they  have  wrought  in  Israel. 

"  So  all  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered  against 
the  city,  *knit  together  as  one  man.  '^And  iieh.feuow.'*. 
the  tribes  of  Israel  sent  men  through  all  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin,  saying.  What  wickedness  is  this  that  is 
done  among  you?  '^  Now  therefore  deliver  us  the 
men,  the  children  of  Belial  which  a?'e  in  Gibeah, 
that  we  may  put  them  to  death,  and  put  away  evil 
from  Israel.  But  the  children  of  Benjamin  would  not 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  their  brethren  the  children  of 
Israel:  ''^but  the  children  of  Benjamin  gathered  them- 
selves together  out  of  the  cities  unto  Gibeah,  to  go 
out  to  battle  against  the  children  of  Israel.  '^  And  the 
children  of  Benjamin  were  numbered  at  that  time,  out 
of  the  cities  twenty  and  six  thousand  men  that  drew 
sword,  beside  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  which  were 
numbered  seven  hundred  chosen  men.  '^  Among  all 
this  people  there  were  seven  hundred  chosen  men  left- 
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handed ;  every  one  could  sling  stones  at  an  hair 
breadth^  and  not  miss.  '^  And  the  men  of  Israel,  beside 
Benjamin,  were  numbered  four  hundred  thousand  men 
that  drew  SAVord :  all  these  were  men  of  war. 

'^And  the  children  of  Israel  arose,  and  went  up  to 
the  house  of  God,  and  asked  counsel  of  God,  and  said, 
Which  of  us  shall  go  up  first  to  the  battle  against  the 
children  of  Benjamin?  And  the  Lokd  said,  Judah 
shall  go  up  first. 

'^  And  the  children  of  Israel  rose  up  in  the  morning, 
and  encamped  against  Gibeah.  '°  And  the  men  of  Israel 
went  out  to  battle  against  Benjamin ;  and  the  men  of 
Israel  put  themselves  in  array  to  fight  against  them 
at  Gibeah.  ^'  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  came  forth 
out  of  Gibeah,  and  destroyed  down  to  the  ground  of 
the  Israelites  that  day  twenty  and  two  thousand  men. 

"And  the  people  the  men  of  Israel  encouraged 
themselves,  and  set  their  battle  again  in  array  in  the 
place  where  they  put  themselves  in  array  the  first 
day.  '^  (  And  the  children  of  Israel  went  up  and  wept 
before  the  Lord  until  even,  and  asked  counsel  of  the 
Lord,  saying,  Shall  I  go  up  again  to  battle  against 
the  children  of  Benjamin  my  brother?  And  the  Lord 
said,  Go  up  against  him.)  '•*  And  the  children  of  Israel 
came  near  against  the  children  of  Benjamin  the  second 
day.  ^^And  Benjamin  went  forth  against  them  out 
of  Gibeah  the  second  day,  and  destroyed  down  to  the 
ground  of  the  children  of  Israel  again  eighteen  thou- 
sand men ;  all  these  drew  the  sword. 

^^  Then  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  all  the  people, 
went  up,  and  came  unto  the  house  of  God,  and  wept, 
and  sat  there  before  the  Lord,  and  fasted  that  day 
until  even,  and  offered  burnt  offerings  and  peace  offer- 
ings before  the  Lord.  '^And  the  children  of  Israel 
enquired  of  the  Lord,  (for  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
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God  was  there  in  those  days,  ^^and  Phmehas,  the  son 
of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron  stood  before  it  in  those 
days, )  saying,  Shall  I  yet  again  go  out  to  battle  against 
the  children  of  Benjamin  my  brother,  or  shall  I  cease? 
And  the  Lord  said.  Go  up;  for  to  morrow  I  will 
deliver  them  into  thine  hand. 

''^And  Israel  set  liers  in  wait  round  about  Gibeah. 
^°And  the  children  of  Israel  went  up  against  the  chil- 
dren of  Benjamin  on  the  third  day,  and  put  them- 
selves in  array  against  Gibeah,  as  at  other  times. 
^'And  the  children  of  Benjamin  went  out  against  the 
people,  and  were  drawn  away  from  the  city ;  and  they 
beo^an  *to  smite  of  the  people,  and  kill,  as  neh.tosmueofthe 

^     -.  .  .  I  I'l  pi«i     people   wounded    as 

Sit  other  times,  m  the  highways,  ot  which  «^  &o. 
one  goeth  up  to  *the  house  of  God,  and  the  or,  seth-ei. 
other  to  Gibeah  in  the  field,  about  thirty  men  of 
Israel.  ^'And  the  children  of  Benjamin  said.  They 
are  smitten  down  before  us,  as  at  the  first.  But  the 
children  of  Israel  said,  Let  us  flee,  and  draw  them 
from  the  city  unto  the  highways.  ^^  And  all  the  men 
of  Israel  rose  up  out  of  their  place,  and  put  them- 
selves in  array  at  Baal-tamar:  and  the  liers  in  wait 
of  Israel  came  forth  out  of  their  places,  eve7i  out  of 
the  meadows  of  Gibeah.  ^'^And  there  came  against 
Gibeah  ten  thousand  chosen  men  out  of  all  Israel,  and 
the  battle  was  sore :  but  they  knew  not  that  evil  ?/:as 
near  them.  ^'And  the  Lord  smote  Benjamin  before 
Israel:  and  the  children  of  Israel  destroyed  of  the 
Benjamites  that  day  twenty  and  five  thousand  and 
an  hundred  men :  all  these  drew  the  sword. 

^"^So  the  children  of  Benjamin  saw  that  they  were 
smitten :  for  the  men  of  Israel  gave  place  to  the  Ben- 
jamites, because  they  trusted  unto  the  liers  in  wait 
which  they  had  set  beside  Gibeah.  ^^And  the  liers 
in  wait  hasted,  and  rushed  upon  Gibeah ;  and  the  liers 
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in  wait  *drew  themselves  along,  and  smote  °;itrtte''trumpe°s°'^ 
all  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the  sword.     ^'^  Now  there 
was  an  appointed  *  sign  between  the  men  of  Israel  or,  ume. 
*and  the  liers  in  wait,  that  they  should  make  ^eh.icm. 
a  great  *  flame  with  smoke  rise  up  out  of  the  B.eh.eievaUon. 
city.     ^^And  when  the  men  of  Israel  retired  in  the 
battle,  Benjamm  began  *to  smite  and  kill  of  ^ke^wllM 
the  men  of  Israel  about  thirty  persons :  for  they  said, 
Surely  they  are  smitten  down  before  us,  as  i?i  the  first 
battle.     *°But  when  the  flame  began  to  arise  up  out 
of  the   city  with  a  pillar  of  smoke,  the.  Benjamites 
looked  behind  them,  and,  behold,  *the  flame  ^:l;.;itytf 
of  the  city  ascended  up  to  heaven.     '^'And  when  the 
men  of  Israel  turned  again,  the  men  of  Benjamin 
were  amazed  :    for  they  saw  that  evil  *  was  ^%!em.^''^ 
come  upon  them.     '"Therefore  they  turned  their  backs 
before  the  men  of  Israel  unto  the  way  of  the  wil- 
derness ;    but  the  battle   overtook  them ;    and  them 
which  came  out  of  the  cities  they  destroyed  in  the 
midst  of  them.     "'^  Thus  they  inclosed  the  Benjamites 
round  about,  and  chased  them,  and  trode  them  down 
*with  ease  *over  against  Gibeah  toward  Keh'^o^^rf^r^- 
the  sunrising.     "^^And  there  fell  of  Benjamin  eighteen 
thousand  men ;  all  these  ivere  men  of  valour.     ^^  And 
they  turned  and  fled  toward  the  wilderness  unto  the 
rock  of  Rimmon:    and  they  gleaned  of  them  in  the 
highways  five  thousand  men ;  and  pursued  hard  after 
them  unto   Gidom,  and  slew  two  thousand  men  of 
them.     '^^So  that  all  which  fell  that  day  of  Benjamin 
were   twenty  and  five  thousand  men  that  drew  the 
sword ;    all   these    were   men   of  valour.     "^  But    six 
hundred  men  turned  and  fled  into  the  wilderness  unto 
the  rock  Rimmon,  and  abode  in  the  rock  Rimmon 
four  months. 

''^And  the  men  of  Israel  turned  again  upon  the 
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children  of  Benjamin,  and  smote  them  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword,  as  well  the  men  of  every  city,  as  the 
beast,  and  all  that  *came  to  hand:  also  they  set  ^} 


Heb. 


d. 


on  fire  all  the  cities  that  *they  came  to.  ^/Lnr 

XXL  Now  the  men  of  Israel  had  sworn  in  Mizpeh, 
saying,  There  shall  not  any  of  us  give  his  daughter 
unto  Benjamin  to  wife.  'And  the  people  came  to  the 
house  of  God,  and  abode  there  till  even  before  God, 
and  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  wept  sore ;  ^  and  said, 
0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  why  is  this  come  to  pass  in 
Israel,  that,  there  should  be  to  day  one  tribe  lacking 
in  Israel?  ^And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that 
the  people  rose  early,  and  built  there  an  altar,  and 
offered  burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings. 

^And  the  children  of  Israel  said.  Who  is  there 
among  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  that  came  not  up  with 
the  congregation  unto  the  Lord?  For  they  had  made 
a  great  oath  concerning  him  that  came  not  up  to  the 
Lord  to  Mizpeh,  saying.  He  shall  surely  be  put  to 
death.  ^And  the  children  of  Israel  repented  them 
for  Benjamin  their  brother,  and  said.  There  is  one 
tribe  cut  off  from  Israel  this  day.  ^How  shall  we 
do  for  wives  for  them  that  remain,  seeing  we  have 
sworn  by  the  Lord  that  we  will  not  give  them  of 
our  daughters  to  wives:  ^and  they  said,  What  one 
is  there  of  the  tribes  of  Israel  that  came  not  up  to 
Mizpeh  to  the  Lord? 

And,  behold,  there  came  none  to  the  camp  from 
Jabesh-gilead  to  the  assembly.  ^For  the  people  were 
numbered,  and  behold,  there  tvere  none  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jabesh-gilead  there.  ''And  the  congregation 
sent  thither  twelve  thousand  men  of  the  valiantest, 
and  commanded  them,  saying.  Go  and  smite  the  in- 
habitants of  Jabesh-gilead  with  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
with  the  women  and  the  children.     "And  this  is  the 
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thing  that  ye  shall  do,  Ye  shall  utterly  destroy  every 
male,  and  every  woman  that  *hath  lain  by  ?//;,/with11».'' 
man.  ''And  they  found  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Jabesh-gilead  four  hundred  *  young  virgins,  nSnX\vir9ins. 
that  had  known  no  man  by  lying  with  any  male :  and 
they  brought  them  unto  the  camp  to  Shiloh,  which  is 
in  the  land  of  Canaan. 

'^And  the  whole  congregation  sent  some  *to  speak 
to  the  children  of  Benjamin  that  were  in  ^tld^'iS''" 
the  rock  Rimmon,  and  to  *call  peaceably  unto  °%Ccl""" 
them.  '^And  Benjamin  came  again  at  that  time;  and 
they  gave  them  wives  which  they  had  saved  alive  of 
the  women  of  Jabesh-gilead :  and  yet  so  they  sufficed 
them  not. 

''And  the  people  repented  them  for  Benjamin,  be- 
cause that  the  Lord  had  made  a  breach  in  the  tribes 
of  Israel. 

'^  Then  the  elders  of  the  congregation  said,  How 
shall  we  do  for  wives  for  them  that  remain,  seeing  the 
women  are  destroyed  out  of  Benjamin?  '"And  they 
said.  There  must  he  an  inheritance  for  them  that  be 
escaped  of  Benjamin,  that  a  tribe  be  not  destroyed  out 
of  Israel.  '^Howbeit  we  may  not  give  them  wives  of 
our  daughters :  for  the  children  of  Israel  have  sworn, 
saying.  Cursed  he  he  that  giveth  a  wife  to  Benjamin. 

'^  Then  they  said,  Behold,  there  is  a  feast  of  the 
Lord  in  Shiloh  *yearly  in  a  place  which  is  ^^\tyeZ^."''' 
on  the  north  side  of  Beth-el,  *on  the  east  ^'i^ZIng!"" 
side  *  of  the  highway  that  goeth  up  from  Beth-el  oj-,on. 
to  Shechem,  and  on  the  south  of  Lebonah.  '°  There- 
fore they  commanded  the  children  of  Benjamin,  say- 
ing, Go  and  lie  in  wait  in  the  vineyards ;  ''  and  see, 
and,  behold,  if  the  daughters  of  Shiloh  come  out  to 
dance  in  dances,  then  come  ye  out  of  the  vineyards, 
and  catch  you  every  man  his  wife  of  the  daughters  of 
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Sliiloh,  and  go  to  the  land  of  Benjamin.  ''And  it  shall 
be,  when  their  fathers  or  their  brethren  come  unto  us 
to  complain,  that  we  will  say  unto  them,  *Be  uhnZ^m. 
favourable  unto  them  for  our  sakes:  because  we  re- 
served not  to  each  man  his  wife  in  the  war:  for  ye 
did  not  give  unto  them  at  this  time,  tltat  ye  should  be 
guilty.  '^And  the  children  of  Benjamin  did  so,  and 
took  them  wives,  according  to  their  number,  of  them 
that  danced,  whom  they  caught :  and  they  went  and 
returned  unto  their  inheritance,  and  repaired  the  cities, 
and  dwelt  in  them.  '^And  the  children  of  Israel  de- 
parted thence  at  that  time,  every  man  to  his  tribe  and 
to  his  family,  and  they  went  out  from  thence,  every 
man  to  his  inheritance. 

^^  In  those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel :  every 
man  did  that  which  ivas  right  in  his  own  eyes. 
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Abdon,  judge,  35. 

Abimelech,  king,  24-28. 

Adoni-bezek,  1. 

Altar,  one  builded  at  Mizpeh,  58. 

Ammonites  oppress  Israel,  29. 

Angel  of  the  Lord,  appears  at 
Gilgal  and  Bochim,  4 ;  his 
judgment  on  the  disobedience 
of  Israel,  4;  appears  to  Gideon, 
15. 

Bahak,  deliverer,  9,  10. 

Benjamin  and  Israel  at  war,  in 
the  matter  of  the  Levite's 
concubine,  53-57;  the  slaugh- 
ter of  the  Benjamites,  57;  the 
tribe  is  rescued  from  annihi- 
lation, 58,  59. 

Bezek,  1. 

Bochim  (tears),  4. 

Caleb,  offers  his  daughter  to 
the  victor  of  Kirjath-sepher, 
2  ;  receives  Hebron,  3. 


Canaanites,  defeated  after  Jo- 
shua's death,  1,  2;  names  of 
those  who  were  not  destroyed, 
3,  6 ;  the  evil  consequences, 
4 ;  left  to  prove  Israel,  6. 

Chushan-rishathaim,  7. 

Confession  of  sin,  4,  7,  30,  55,57. 

Dagon,  16,  23. 

Danites,  the,  take  Micah's  im- 
ages, etc.,  47,  48. 

Deborah,  prophetess,  9,  10;  her 
song,  11-14. 

Delilah,  her  wiles,  42,  43. 

Eglon,  7,  8. 
Elon,  judge,  35. 
Ephod,  Gideon's,  23. 

Foxes  and  firebrands,  40. 

Gaza,  its  gates  removed  by  Sam- 
son, 42. 
Gideon,  judge,  15-23. 
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Heber,  the  Kenite,  10. 

Ibzan,  judge,  35. 

Israelites,  fail  to  extirpate  the 
Canaanites,  3,  6  ;  the  conse- 
quences, 4 ;  serve  the  Lord 
for  a  time,  5 ;  serve  Baalim,  5 ; 
and  intermarry  with  the  Ca- 
naanites, 7. 

Jabesh-gilead,  smitten,  for  its 
carnal  ease,  58. 

Jabin,  9-11. 

Jael,  10.         ' 

Jair,  29. 

Jephthah, judge,  30-34. 

Jerubbaal,  see  Gideon. 

Jerusalem  taken  by  Judah,  1. 

Joshua,  his  death,  1,  5. 

Jotham,  his  parable,  25. 

Judges  and  deliverers,  raised  up 
of  God,  5  ;  Othniel,  7  ;  Ehud, 
7-9  ;  Shamgar,  9  ;  Barak,  9- 
11;  Deborah,  9;  Gideon,  15- 
23  ;  Abimelech,  24 ;  Tola,  29 ; 
Jephthah,  30-35  ;  Ibzan,  35  ; 
Elon,  35  ;  Abdon,  35  ;  Sam- 
son, 36-45. 

Kenites,  the,  settle  in  Judah,  2. 

Levite,  the,  of  mount  Ephraim, 

and  his  concubine,  50. 
Lion,  slain  by  Samson,  38. 


Manoah,  36. 

Mesopotamia,  king  of,  7, 
Micah,  his  image,    ephod,   and 
teraphim,  45,  46 ;  his  Levite, 
46  ;  he  is  robbed  of  his  image, 
etc.,  48. 
Moab,  king  of,  7,  8. 

Nazakite,  the,  36. 

Oreb  and  Zeeb,  21. 
Othniel,  wins  Caleb's  daughter, 
2;  becomes  judge,  7. 

Parable  of  Jotham,  25,  29. 
Prophet,  one  sent  to  Israel,  14. 

PviDDLE,  Samson's,  39. 

Samson,  his  birth,  36,  38 ;  em- 
powered of  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  38  ;  his  marriage,  38  ; 
the  foxes  and  firebrands,  40  ; 
bursts  his  bonds,  41  ;  slays 
withthejaw-bone,41;  at  Gaza, 
42  ;  Delilah,  43,  44  ;  his  eyes 
put  out,  44  ;  his  death,  45. 

Shamgar,  judge,  9. 

Sisera,  10,  11. 

Spirit  of  the  Lord,  comes  upon 
Gideon,  17;  upon  Jephthah, 
33  ;  upon  Samson,  38,  40,  41. 

Tola,  29. 

Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  22. 


THE    BOOK    OF    HUTH. 


The  Book  of  Euth,  so  called  from  its  relating  the  liistory  of  a 
Moabitess  of  that  name,  was,  it  is  supposed,  written  b^^  the  prophet 
Samuel.  It  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  supplemental  to  the  Book  of  the 
Judges,  with  which  indeed  it  was  once  joined ;  and  it  serves  as  an 
introduction  to  the  Books  of  Samuel. 

The  canonical  authorit}^  of  tlie  Book  of  Euth  is  unquestioned. 

The  principal  lessons  presented  in  this  touching  history  may  be 
these : — 

I.  That  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons ;  but  in  every  nation  he 
that  feareth  Him,  and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted  with  Him. 
Eahab  the  Canaanite  becomes  the  wife  of  the  prince  of  Judah,  and 
Euth  the  Moabitess  the  immediate  ancestor  of  King  David. 

II.  The  adoption  of  this  Gentile  into  the  lineage  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
prefigures  the  reception  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  into  the  Church, 
as  fellow-heirs  with  Israel  of  the  Promises. 

III.  The  redemption  of  the  possession  by  Boaz  points  to  the  greater 
Eedemption  accomplished  by  Him  who  is  heir  of  all  things. 


RUTH. 


I.  Now  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days  when  the  judges 
*  ruled,  that  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land.  ^eh.  judged. 
And  a  certain  man  of  Beth-lehem-judah  went  to  so- 
journ in  the  country  of  Moab,  he,  and  his  A\dfe,  and 
his  two  sons.  '  And  the  name  of  the  man  icas  Elime- 
lech,  and  the  name  of  his  wife,  Naomi,  and  the  name 
of  his  two  sons  Mahlon  and  Chilion,  Ephrathites  of 
Beth-lehem-judah.  And  they  came  into  the  country 
of  Moab,  and  *  continued  there.  B.eb.were. 

^And  Elimelech,  Naomi's  husband,  died;  and  she 
was  left,  and  her  two  sons.  '^And  they  took  them 
wives  of  the  women  of  Moab;  the  name  of  the  one 
was  Orpah,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Euth:  and 
they  dwelled  there  about  ten  years.  ^And  Mahlon 
and  Chilion  died  also  both  of  them ;  and  the  woman 
was  left  of  her  two  sons  and  her  huslDand. 

^Then  she  arose  with  her  daughters  in  law,  that 
she  might  return  from  the  country  of  Moab :  for  she 
had  heard  in  the  country  of  Moab  how  that  the  Loed 
had  visited  his  people  in  giving  them  bread.  ^Where- 
fore she  went  forth  out  of  the  place  where  she  was, 
and  her  two  daughters  in  law  with  her;  and  they 
went  on  their  way  to  return  unto  the  land  of  Judah. 

E.  6. 
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'And  Naomi  said  unto  her  two  daughters  in  law, 
Go,  return  each  to  her  mother's  house  :  the  Lord 
deal  kindly  with  you,  as  ye  have  dealt  Avith  the  dead, 
and  with  me.  ^  The  Lord  grant  you  that  ye  may  find 
rest,  each  of  you  in  the  house  of  her  husband.  Then 
she  kissed  them ;  and  they  hfted  up  their  voice,  and 
wept.  '°  And  they  said  unto  her.  Surely  we  will  return 
with  thee  unto  thy  people. 

"And  Naomi  said.  Turn  again,  my  daughters:  why 
will  ye  go  with  me?  are  there  yet  any  7nore  sons  in 
my  womb,  that  they  may  be  your  husbands?  ''  Turn 
again,  my  daughters,  go  youi^  way ;  for  I  am  too  old 
to  have  an  husband.  If  I  should  say,  I  have  hope, 
*ifl  should  have  an  husband  also  to  night,  ^\tL:"shZt^ 
and  should  also  bear  sons;  'Svould  ye  *  tarry  Ts.tb.  hope. 
for  them  till  they  were  grown?  would  ye  stay  for 
them  from  having  husbands  ?  nay,  my  daughters ;  for 
*it  grieveth  me  much  for  your  sakes  that  ^'\^te:Zr'' 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  gone  out  against  me.  '*And 
they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept  again :  and  Orpah 
kissed  her  mother  in  law ;  but  Ruth  clave  unto  her. 

'^And  she  said,  Behold,  thy  sister  in  law  is  gone 
back  unto  her  people,  and  unto  her  gods :  return  thou 
after  thy  sister  in  law.  ^'And  Ruth  said,  *In-  ^/^ST.! 
treat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from  following 
after  thee:  for  whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go;  and 
where  thou  lodgest,  I  will  lodge :  thy  people  shall  he 
my  people,  and  thy  God,  my  God:  '^vhere  thou  diest, 
will  I  die,  and  there  will  I  be  buried :  the  Lord  do 
so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  ought  but  death  part  thee 
and  me.  ''When  she  saw  that  she  *was  sted-  ^S/ZS;?" 
fastly  minded  to  go  with  her,  then  she  left  speaking 
unto  her. 

'^So  they  two  went  until  they  came  to  Beth-lehem. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come  to  Beth- 
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lehem,  that  all  the  city  was  moved  about  them,  and 
they  said,  Is  this  Naomi?  ^°And  she  said  unto  them, 
Call  me  not  *  Naomi,  call  me  *Mara :  for  the  Sal  is:£r^* 
Almighty  hath  dealt  very  bitterly  with  me.  "  I  went 
out  full,  and  the  Loed  hath  brought  me  home  again 
empty :  why  theii  call  ye  me  Naomi,  seeing  the  Lord 
hath  testified  against  me,  and  the  Almighty  hath 
afflicted  me? 

"So  Naomi  returned,  and  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  her 
daughter  in  law,  with  her,  which  returned  out  of  the 
country  of  Moab:  and  they  came  to  Beth-lehem  in 
the  beginning  of  barley  harvest. 

II.  And  Naomi  had  a  kinsman  of  her  husband's,  a 
mighty  man  of  wealth,  of  the  family  of  Ehmelech ;  and 
his  name  was  Boaz.  'And  Euth  the  Moabitess  said 
unto  Naomi,  Let  me  now  go  to  the  field,  and  glean 
ears  of  corn  after  Mm  in  whose  sight  I  shall  find  grace. 
And  she  said  unto  her,  Go,  my  daughter.  ^And  she 
went,  and  came,  and  gleaned  in  the  field  after  the 
reapers :  and  her  *hap  was  to  light  on  a  part  of  f^pp'enel 
the  field  helojiging  unto  Boaz,  who  was  of  the  kindred 
of  Elimelech. 

"^  And,  behold,  Boaz  came  from  Beth-lehem,  and  said 
unto  the  reapers.  The  Lord  be  with  you.  And  they 
answered  him.  The  Lord  bless  thee.  ^  Then  said  Boaz 
unto  his  servant  that  was  set  over  the  reapers.  Whose 
damsel  is  this?  ^And  the  servant  that  was  set  over 
the  reapers  answered  and  said.  It  is  the  Moabitish 
damsel  that  came  back  with  Naomi  out  of  the  country 
of  Moab :  ^  and  she  said,  I  pray  you,  let  me  glean  and 
gather  after  the  reapers  among  the  sheaves:  so  she 
came,  and  hath  continued  even  from  the  morning  until 
now,  that  she  tarried  a  little  in  the  house. 

^  Then  said  Boaz  unto  Ruth,  Hearest  thou  not,  my 
daughter?  Go  not  to  glean  in  another  field,  neither  go 
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from  hence,  but  abide  here  fast  by  my  maidens :  ^  let 
thine  eyes  be  on  the  field  that  they  do  reap,  and  go 
thou  after  them :  have  I  not  charged  the  young  men 
that  they  shall  not  touch  thee  ?  and  when  thou  art 
athirst,  go  unto  the  vessels,  and  drink  of  that  which 
the  young  men  have  drawn.  '°  Then  she  fell  on  her 
face,  and  bowed  herself  to  the  ground,  and  said  unto 
him,  Why  have  I  found  grace  in  thine  eyes,  that  thou 
shouldest  take  knowledge  of  me,  seeing  I  am  a  stranger? 
"And  Boaz  answered  and  said  unto  her.  It  hath  fully 
been  shewed  me,  all  that  thou  hast  done  unto  thy 
mother  in  law  since  the  death  of  thine  husband :  and 
how  thou  hast  left  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  and  the 
land  of  thy  nativity,  and  art  come  unto  a  people  which 
thou  knewest  not  heretofore.  '^  The  Lord  recompense 
thy  work,  and  a  full  reward  be  given  thee  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wings  thou  art  come  to 
trust.  '^  Then  she  said,  *Let  me  find  favour  in  ^}Jour^ 
thy  sight,  my  lord ;  for  that  thou  hast  comforted  me, 
and  for  that  thou  hast  spoken  *  friendly  unto  ^^leln^' 
thine  handmaid,  though  I  be  not  like  unto  one  of  thine 
handmaidens.  '^And  Boaz  said  unto  her.  At  mealtime 
come  thou  hither,  and  eat  of  the  bread,  and  dip  thy 
morsel  in  the  vinegar. 

And  she  sat  beside  the  reapers.:  and  he  reached  her 
parched  corn^  and  she  did  eat,  and  was  sufficed,  and 
left.  '^And  when  she  was  risen  up  to  glean,  Boaz  com- 
manded his  young  men,  saying.  Let  her  glean  even 
among  the  sheaves,  and  *  reproach  her  not:  ^trlwr 
'^  and  let  fall  also  some  of  the  handfuls  of  purpose  for 
her,  and  leave  them^  that  she  may  glean  them^  and  re- 
buke her  not.  '^  So  she  gleaned  in  the  field  until  even, 
and  beat  out  that  she  had  gleaned :  and  it  was  about 
an  ephah  of  barley.  '^And  she  took  it  up,  and  went 
into  the  city :  and  her  mother  in  law  saw  what  she  had 
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gleaned :  and  she  brought  forth,  and  gave  to  her  that 
she  had  reserved  after  she  was  sufficed.  '^And  her 
mother  in  law  said  unto  her,  Where  hast  thou  gleaned 
to  day?  and  where  wroughtest  thou?  blessed  be  he 
that  did  take  knowledge  of  thee.  And  she  shewed  her 
mother  in  law  with  whom  she  had  wrought,  and  said, 
The  man's  name  mth  whom  I  wrought  to  day  is  Boaz. 
^°And  Naomi  said  unto  her  daughter  in  law.  Blessed 
be  he  of  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  off  his  kindness 
to  the  living  and  to  the  dead.  And  Naomi  said  unto 
her.  The  man  is  near  of  kin  unto  us,  *one  of  ^utolfdeeT. 
our  next  kinsmen.  "'  And  Ruth  the  Moabitess  said.  He 
said  unto  me  also.  Thou  shalt  keep  fast  by  my  young- 
men,  until  they  have  ended  all  my  harvest.  "And 
Naomi  said  unto  Ruth  her  daughter  in  law.  It  is  good, 
my  daughter,  that  thou  go  out  with  his  maidens,  that 
they  *meet  thee  not  in  any  other  field.  "'  So  ^^aTe!' 
she  kept  fast  by  the  maidens  of  Boaz  to  glean  unto 
the  end  of  barley  harvest  and  of  wheat  harvest ;  and 
dwelt  with  her  mother  m  law. 

III.  Then  Naomi  her  mother  in  law  said  unto  her, 
My  daughter,  shall  I  not  seek  rest  for  thee,  that  it  may 
be  well  with  thee?  *And  now  is  not  Boaz  of  our 
kindred,  with  whose  maidens  thou  wast  ?  Behold,  he 
winnoweth  barley  to  night  in  the  threshingfloor.  ^  Wash 
thyself  therefore,  and  anoint  thee,  and  put  thy  raiment 
upon  thee,  and  get  thee  down  to  the  floor :  hut  make 
not  thyself  known  unto  the  man,  until  he  shall  have 
done  eating  and  drinking.  "^And  it  shall  be,  when  he 
lieth  down,  that  thou  shalt  mark  the  place  where  he 
shall  lie,  and  thou  shalt  go  in,  and  *un-  ^.Lf^t^^o^/l/S" 
cover  his  feet,  and  lay  thee  down ;  and  he  will  tell  thee 
wliat  thou  shalt  do.  ^  And  she  said  unto  her.  All  that 
thou  sayest  unto  me  I  will  do. 

^  And  she  went  down  mito  the  floor,  and  did  accord- 
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ing  to  all  that  her  mother  in  law  bade  her.  ^And 
when  Boaz  had  eaten  and  drunk,  and  his  heart  was 
merry,  he  went  to  lie  down  at  the  end  of  the  heap  of 
corn :  and  she  came  softly  and  uncovered  his  feet,  and 
laid  her  down.  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  at  midnight,  that 
the  man  was  afraid,  and  *  turned  himself;  and  ^J/j""? 
behold,  a  woman  lay  at  his  feet.  ^  And  he  said.  Who 
art  thou  ?  And  she  answered,  I  am  Ruth,  thine  hand- 
maid :  spread  therefore  thy  skirt  over  thine  hand- 
maid; for  thou  art  *a  near  kinsman.  ^°And  ^SUredJ^ 
he  said,  Blessed  be  thou  of  the  Lord,  my  daughter: 
fo7'  thou  hast  shewed  more  kindness  in  the  latter  end 
than  at  the  beginning,  inasmuch  as  thou  followedst  not 
young  men,  whether  poor  or  rich.  "And  now,  my 
daughter,  fear  not;  I  will  do  to  thee  all  that  thou  re- 
quirest:  for  all  the  *city  of  my  people  doth  Heb.^a/e. 
know  that  thou  art  a  virtuous  woman.  '^And  now  it 
is  true  that  I  am  thy  near  kinsman :  howbeit  there  is 
a  kinsman  nearer  than  I.  '^  Tarry  this  night,  and  it 
shall  be  in  the  morning,  that  if  he  will  perform  unto 
thee  the  part  of  a  kinsman,  well ;  let  him  do  the  kins- 
man's part :  but  if  he  will  not  do  the  part  of  a  kinsman 
to  thee,  then  will  I  do  the  part  of  a  kinsman  to  thee, 
as  the  Lord  liveth :  lie  down  until  the  morning. 

'"  And  she  lay  at  his  feet  until  the  morning :  and  she 
rose  up  before  one  could  know  another.  And  he  said. 
Let  it  not  be  known  that  a  woman  came  into  the  floor. 
^'Also  he  said.  Bring  the  *vail  that  thou  hast  ^'v;tt^'' 
upon  thee,  and  hold  it.  And  when  she  held  it,  he 
measured  six  measures  of  barley,  and  laid  it  on  her: 
and  she  went  into  the  city. 

'^And  when  she  came  to  her  mother  in  law,  she 
said,  Who  ai^t  thou,  my  daughter?  And  she  told  her 
all  that  the  man  had  done  to  her.  '^And  she  said, 
These  six  measures  of  barley  gave  he  me ;  for  he  said 
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to  me,  Go  not  empty  unto  thy  mother  m  law.  '^Then 
said  she,  Sit  still,  my  daughter,  until  thou  know  how 
the  matter  will  fall :  for  the  man  will  not  be  in  rest, 
until  he  have  finished  the  thing  this  day. 

lY.  Then  went  Boaz  up  to  the  gate,  and  sat  him 
down  there :  and,  behold,  the  kinsman  of  whom  Boaz 
spake  came  by ;  unto  whom  he  said.  Ho,  such  a  one ! 
turn  aside,  sit  down  here.  And  he  turned  aside,  and 
sat  down.  'And  he  took  ten  men  of  the  elders  of  the 
city,  and  said,  Sit  ye  down  here.  And  they  sat  down. 
^  And  he  said  unto  the  kinsman,  Xaomi,  that  is  come 
again  out  of  the  country  of  Moab,  selleth  a  parcel 
of  land,  which  ims  our  brother  Elimelech's:  *and 
*I  thought  to  advertise  thee,  saying.  Buy  Snn"w-r. 
it  before  the  inhabitants,  and  before  the  elders  of  my 
people.  If  thou  wilt  redeem  zY,  redeem  it:  but  if  thou 
wilt  not  redeem  zV,  then  tell  me,  that  I  may  know: 
for  there  is  none  to  redeem  it  beside  thee :  and  I  am 
after  thee.  And  he  said,  I  will  redeem  it.  ^  Then  said 
Boaz,  What  day  thou  buyest  the  field  of  the  hand  of 
Xaomi,  thou  must  buy  it  also  of  Ruth  the  Moabitess, 
the  wife  of  the  dead,  to  raise  up  the  name  of  the  dead 
upon  his  inheritance.  ^  And  the  kinsman  said,  I  cannot 
redeem  it  for  myself,  lest  I  mar  mine  own  inheritance  : 
redeem  thou  mv  rio^ht  to  thyself;  for  I  cannot  redeem 
it.  ^  Now  this  icas  the  manner  m  former  time  m  Israel 
concerning  redeeming  and  concerning  changing,  for 
to  confirm  all  things  ;  a  man  plucked  off  his  shoe, 
and  gave  it  to  his  neighbour:  and  this  was  a  testi- 
mony in  Israel.  ^  Therefore  the  kinsman  said  unto 
Boaz,  Buy  it  for  thee.     So  he  drew  ofi*  his  shoe. 

^And  Boaz  said  unto  the  elders,  and  unto  all  the 
people.  Ye  are  witnesses  this  day,  that  I  have  bought 
all  that  was  Elimelech's,  and  all  that  teas  Chihon's 
and  Mahlon's  of  the  hand  of  Naomi.    ''Moreover  Ruth 
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the  Moabitess,  the  wife  of  Mahlon,  have  I  purchased 
to  be  my  wife,  to  raise  up  the  name  of  the  dead  upon 
his  inheritance,  that  the  name  of  the  dead  be  not  cut 
olF  from  among  his  brethren,  and  from  the  gate  of  his 
place :  ye  are  witnesses  this  day.  "And  all  the  people 
that  were  in  the  gate,  and  the  elders,  said.  We  are 
witnesses.  The  Lord  make  the  woman  that  is  come 
into  thine  house  like  Rachel  and  like  Leah,  which  two 
did  build  the  house  of  Israel:  and  *do  ^'' 'oVX-er^'"' 
thou  worthily  in  Ephratah,  and  *be  famous  ^thyC»ne?'" 
in  Beth-lehem :  '''  and  let  thy  house  be  like  the  house 
of  Pharez,  whom  Tamar  bare  unto  Judah,  of  the  seed 
which  the  Lord  shall  give  thee  of  this  young  woman. 

'^  So  Boaz  took  Ruth,  and  she  was  his  wife :  and 
when  he  went  in  unto  her,  the  Lord  gave  her  con- 
ception, and  she  bare  a  son.  '"^And  the  women  said 
unto  Naomi,  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  which  hath  not 
*left  thee  this  day  without  a  *  kinsman,  Se^/^o^f/X^r!'"'' 
that  his  name  may  be  famous  in  Israel.  '^And  he 
shall  be  unto  thee  a  restorer  of  thy  life,  and  *a  Slni! 
nourisher  of  *thine  old  age :  for  thy  daughter  ^""'iSs^""^ 
in  law,  which  loveth  thee,  which  is  better  to  thee 
than  seven  sons,  hath  born  him.  '^And  Naomi  took 
the  child,  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom,  and  became  nurse 
unto  it.  '^And  the  women  her  neighbours  gave  it 
a  name,  saying.  There  is  a  son  born  to  Naomi;  and 
they  called  his  name  Obed :  he  is  the  father  of  Jesse, 
the  father  of  David. 

'^  Now  these  are  the  generations  of  Pharez :  Pharez 
beget  Hezron,  '^and  Hezron  begat  Ram,  and  Ram 
begat  Amminadab,  '°and  Amminadab  begat  Nahshon, 
and  Nahshon  begat  Salmon,  "'and  Salmon  begat  Boaz, 
and  Boaz  begat  Obed,  ""and  Obed  begat  Jesse,  and 
Jesse  begat  David. 
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The  Prophet  Samuel  was,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  the  author  of 
the  first  twenty-four  chapters  of  the  Books  that  bear  his  name.  The 
remainder  was  written  by  some  other  inspired  person,  or  persons ;  it 
is  generally  supposed  by  the  Prophets  Gad  and  Nathan. 

The  title  given  to  these  Books  in  the  Septuagint  and  Vulgate  ver- 
sions, namely,  the  I.  and  II.  Books  of  Kings,  describes  with  tolerable 
accuracy  their  contents.  Por  although  the  early  part  of  the  first  Book 
is  occupied  with  the  events  connected  with  Eli,  and  with  Samuel's 
own  appointment,  yet  these  circumstances  are  so  closely  connected 
with  Israel's  rejection  of  God's  rule  over  them  as  a  nation,  and  the 
demand  for  a  visible  ruler,  that  they  may  be  said  to  introduce  the 
times  of  the  kings. 

This  demand  for  a  king  was  a  solemn  and  important  epoch  in  Israel's 
history.  It  was  like  the  murmuring  after  flesh  in  the  wilderness.  God 
gave  them  their  desire.    They  were  filled  with  their  own  ways. 
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Nevertheless,  according  to  the  greatness  of  his  mercies,  as  soon  as 
the  king  of  the  people's  choice  fails,  God  chooses  for  them,  and  raises 
up  David,  the  man  after  his  own  heart.  And  these  Books  contain 
the  recital  of  the  patience  and  faith,  the  trials  and  victories,  the  sins 
and  repentance,  and  the  glory  of  the  kingdom,  of  David  the  son  of 
Jesse,  whose  throne  is  yet  to  be  filled  by  Him  who  shall  reign  over 
the  house  of  Judah  for  ever,  and  of  whose  kingdom  there  shaU  be 
no  end. 
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I.    SAMUEL 


I.  Now  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Ramathaim- 
zophim,  of  mount  Ephraim,  and  his  name  teas  Elkanah, 
the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  Elihu,  the  son  of  Tohu, 
the  son  of  Zuph,  an  Ephrathite :  'and  he  had  two 
wives;  the  name  of  the  one  icas  Hannah,  and  the  name 
of  the  other  Peninnah :  and  Peninnah  had  children, 
but  Hannah  had  no  children. 

^And  this  man  went  np  out  of  his  city  *  yearly  to 
worship  and  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  of  ^'^4,7/^''" 
hosts  in  Shiloh.  And  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni  and 
Phinehas,  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  icere  there.  'And 
when  the  time  was  that  Elkanah  offered,  he  gave  to 
Peninnah  his  wife,  and  to  all  her  sons  and  her  daugh- 
ters, portions:  ^  but  unto  Hannah  he  gave  *a  %"£;f' 
worthy  portion ;  for  he  loved  Hannah :  but  the  Lord 
had  shut  up  her  womb.  ^And  her  adversary  also 
*  provoked  her  sore,  for  to  make  her  fret,  be-  ^-\--9ered 
cause  the  Lord  had  shut  up  her  womb.  ^  And  as  he 
did  so  year  by  year,  *when  she  went  up  to  ^ST./fjf" 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  so  she  provoked  her;  ^^^oiH^up^.''' 
therefore  she  wept,  and  did  not  eat.  ^  Then  said  Elkanah 
her  husband  to  her,  Hannah,  why  weepest  thou?  and 
why  eatest  thou  not?  and  why  is  thy  heart  grieved? 
am  not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten  sons? 

r.  2. 
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^  So  Hannah  rose  up  after  they  had  eaten  in  Shiloh, 
and  after  they  had  drunk.  Now  Eli  the  priest  sat  upon 
a  seat  by  a  post  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  '°  And  she 
was  *in  bitterness  of  soul,  and  prayed  unto  the  ^PJ'oiIl'' 
Lord,  and  wept  sore.  ''And  she  vowed  a  vow,  and 
said,  0  Lord  of  hosts,  if  thou  wilt  indeed  look  on  the 
affliction  of  thine  handmaid,  and  remember  me,  and 
not  forget  thine  handmaid,  but  wilt  give  unto  thine 
handmaid  *a  man  child,  then  I  will  give  him  ^o/men^ 
unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life,  and  there  shall 
no  razor  come  upon  his  head. 

''And  it  came  to  pass,  as  she  *  continued  ^^''^rl^f!''^ 
praying  before  the  Lord,  that  Eli  marked  her  mouth. 
'^  Now  Llannah,  she  spake  in  her  heart;  only  her  lips 
moved,  but  her  voice  was  not  heard:  therefore  Eli 
thouo^ht  she  had  been  drunken.  "^And  Eli  said  unto 
her,  Plow  long  wilt  thou  be  drunken?  put  away  thy 
wine  from  thee.  '^  And  Hannah  answered  and  said.  No, 
my  lord,  I  am  a  woman  *of  a  sorrowful  spirit:  ^ofsptiL 
I  have  drunk  neither  wdne  nor  strong  drink,  but  have 
poured  out  my  soul  before  the  Lord.  '^  Count  not 
thine  handmaid  for  a  daughter  of  Belial :  for  out  of  the 
abundance  of  my  *  complaint  and  grief  have  or,  meduauon. 
I  spoken  hitherto.  '^  Then  Eli  answered  and  said.  Go 
in  peace :  and  the  God  of  Israel  grant  tliee  thy  petition 
that  thou  hast  asked  of  him.  '^  And  she  said.  Let  thine 
handmaid  find  grace  in  thy  sight.  So  the  woman  ^v^ent 
her  way,  and  did  eat,  and  her  countenance  was  no 
more  sad. 

'^  And  they  rose  up  in  the  morning  early,  and  wor- 
shipped before  the  Lord,  and  returned,  and  came  to 
their  house  to  Kamah :  and  Elkanah  knew  Hannah  his 
wife;  and  the  Lord  remembered  her.  '''Wherefore  it 
came  to  pass,  *when  the  time  was  come  about  ^uon'oyiu/J'' 
after  Llannah  had  conceived,  that  she  bare  a  son,  and 
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called  his  name  *  Samuel,  saying^  Because  I  '^^"'o/Got''^ 
have  asked  him  of  the  Lord. 

^'And  the  man  Elkanah,  and  all  his  liouse,  went  up 
to  offer  unto  the  Lord  the  yearly  sacrifice,  and  his 
vow.  "  But  Llannah  went  not  up ;  for  she  said  unto 
her  husband,  /  will  not  go  up  until  the  child  be  weaned, 
and  then  I  will  bring  him,  that  he  may  appear  before 
the  Lord,  and  there  abide  for  ever.  ^^And  Elkanah 
her  husband  said  unto  her.  Do  what  seemeth  thee 
good;  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned  him;  only  the 
Lord  establish  his  word.  So  the  woman  abode,  and 
gave  her  son  suck  until  she  weaned  him. 

'^  And  when  she  had  weaned  him,  she  took  him  up 
with  her,  with  three  bullocks,  and  one  ephah  of  flour, 
and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  brought  him  unto  the  house 
of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh  :  and  the  child  ivas  young. 
*'And  they  slew  a  bullock,  and  brought  the  child  to 
Eli.  '^And  she  said,  Oh  my  lord,  as  thy  soul  liveth, 
my  lord,  I  am  the  woman  that  stood  by  thee  here, 
praying  unto  the  Lord.  ''^For  this  child  1  prayed;  and 
the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition  which  I  asked  of 
hhn:  ^Hherefore  also  I  have  *lent  him  jL^S'St^JT.'S- 
to  the  Lord;  as  long  as  he  liveth  *he  g^/; i,^^/,L o.- 
shall  be  lent  to  the  Lord.  And  he  fA^ttr'^'""  *^"'' 
worshipped  the  Lord  there. 

IL   And  Hannah  prayed,  and  said, 

My  heart  rejoiceth  in  the  Lord,  mine  horn  is  exalted 
in  the  Lord;  my  mouth  is  enlarged  over  mine 
enemies ;  because  I  rejoice  in 'thy  salvation.  ""  There 
is  none  holy  as  the  Lord  :  for  tliere  is  none  beside 
thee :  neither  is  there  any  rock  like  our  God. 

^  Talk  no  more  so  exceeding  proudly ;  let  not  *arrogancy 
come  out  of  your  mouth :  for  the  Lord  Heb.  imrd. 
is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him  actions  are 
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weighed.  "*  The  bows  of  the  mighty  men  are  broken, 
and  they  that  stumbled  are  girded  with  strength. 
^  They  that  ivere  full  have  hired  out  themselves  for 
bread;  and  they  that  were  hungry  ceased:  so  that 
the  barren  hath  born  seven;  and  she  that  hath 
many  children  is  waxed  feeble. 

^  The  Lord  killeth  and  maketh  alive :  he  bringeth 
down  to  the  grave,  and  bringeth  up.  ^  The  Lord 
maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich :  he  bringeth  low, 
and  lifteth  up.  ^  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the 
dust,  ojid  lifteth  up  the  beggar  from  the  dunghill, 
to  set  them  among  princes,  and  to  make  them 
inherit  the  throne  of  glory :  for  the  pillars  of  the 
earth  are  the  Lord's,  and  he  hath  set  the  Avorld 
upon  them. 

^  He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  saints,  and  the  wicked 
shall  be  silent  in  darkness;  for  by  strength  shall 
no  man  prevail.  '°  The  adversaries  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  broken  to  pieces;  out  of  heaven  shall  he 
thunder  upon  them:  the  Lord  shall  judge  the 
ends  of  the  earth ;  and  he  shall  give  strength  unto 
his  king,  and  exalt  the  horn  of  his  anointed. 

"And  Elkanah  went  to  Eamah  to  his  house.  And 
the  child  did  minister  unto  the  Lord  before  Eli  the 
priest. 

''Now  the  sons  of  Eli  ivere  sons  of  Belial ;  they  knew 
not  the  Lord.  '^And  the  priest's  custom  with  the 
people  loas^  that^  when  any  man  offered  sacrifice,  the 
priest's  servant  came,  while  the  flesh  was  in  seething, 
with  a  fleshhook  of  three  teeth  in  his  liand;  '"^and  he 
struck  it  into  the  pan,  or  kettle,  or  caldron,  or  pot ;  all 
that  the  fleshhook  brought  up  the  priest  took  for  him- 
self. So  they  did  in  Sliiloh  unto  all  the  Israelites  that 
came  thither.     '^Also  before  they  burnt  the  fat,  the 
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priest's  servant  came,  and  said  to  the  man  that  sacri- 
ficed, Give  flesh  to  roast  for  the  priest;  for  he  will  not 
have  sodden  flesh  of  thee,  but  raw.  '^And  if  any  man 
said  unto  Iiim,  Let  them  not  fail  to  burn  the  flit 
*  presently,  and  timi  take  as  much  as  thy  soul  ^/^^^r/" 
desireth ;  then  he  would  answer  him,  Nay ;  but  thou 
shalt  give  it  me  now :  and  if  not,  I  will  take  it  by  force. 
'^Wherefore  the  sin  of  the  young  men  was  very  great 
before  the  Lord  :  for  men  abhorred  the  offering  of  the 
Lord. 

'^  But  Samuel  ministered  before  the  Lord,  being  a 
child,  girded  with  a  linen  ephod.  '^  Moreover  his 
motlier  made  him  a  little  coat,  and  brought  it  to  him 
from  year  to  year,  when  she  came  up  with  her  husband 
to  offer  the  yearly  sacrifice.  '''And  Eli  blessed  Elkanah 
and  his  wife,  and  said.  The  Lord  give  thee  seed  of  this 
woman  for  the  *loan  which  is  lent  to  the  ^^^riSfr^ 
Lord.  And  they  went  unto  their  own  home.  "And 
the  Lord  visited  Hannah,  so  that  she  conceived,  and 
bare  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  And  the  child 
Samuel  grew  before  the  Lord. 

"  Xow  Eli  was  very  old,  and  heard  all  that  his  sons 
did  unto  all  Israel ;  and  how  they  lay  with  the  women 
that  *assembled  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  ^^IZt!"" 
of  the  congregation.  '^  And  he  said  unto  them,  AVhy 
do  ye  such  things?  for  *I  hear  of  your  evil  "^oJd'T^^ 
dealings  by  all  this  people.  ^^  ^ay,  my  sons ;  for  it  is 
no  good  report  that  I  hear :  ye  make  the  Lord's  people 
*to  transgress.  "'If  one  man  sin  against  another,  ^'"'Jul'''-^ 
the  judge  shall  judge  him:  but  if  a  man  sin  against 
the  Lord,  who  shall  entreat  for  him  ?  Xotwithstanding 
they  hearkened  not  unto  the  voice  of  their  father,  be- 
cause the  Lord  would  slay  them. 

'^And  the  child  Samuel  grew  on,  and  was  in  favour 
both  with  the  Lord,  and  also  with  men. 


6  1    SAMUEL,    IT. 

'^  And  there  came  a  man  of  God  unto  Eli,  and  said 
mi  to  him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Did  I  plainly  appear 
unto  the  house  of  thy  fiither,  when  they  were  in 
Egypt  in  Pharaoh's  house?  ''^And  did  I  choose  him 
out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Lsrael  to  he  my  priest,  to  offer 
upon  mine  altar,  to  burn  incense,  to  wear  an  ephod 
before  me  ?  and  did  I  give  unto  the  house  of  thy 
father  all  the  offerings  made  by  fire  of  the  children 
of  Israel?  '^Wherefore  kick  ye  at  my  sacrifice  and 
at  mine  offering,  which  I  have  commanded  in  my 
habitation ;  and  honourest  thy  sons  above  me,  to 
make  yourselves  fat  with  the  chiefest  of  all  the  offer- 
ings of  Israel  my  people?  ^°  Wherefore  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel  saith,  I  said  indeed  that  thy  house,  and  the 
house  of  thy  father,  should  walk  before  me  for  ever : 
but  now  the  Lord  saith.  Be  it  far  from  me :  for  them 
that  honour  me  I  will  honour,  and  they  that  despise 
me  shall  be  lightly  esteemed.  ^'  Behold,  the  days 
come,  that  I  will  cut  off  thine  arm,  and  the  arm  of 
thy  father's  house,  that  there  shall  not  be  an  old  man 
in  thine  house.  ^'And  thou  shalt  see  *an  enemy  in 
my  habitation,  in  all  the  icealth  which  ?Ji;JtX'1t\t?hl 
God  shall  give  Israel:  and  there  shall  '^^^etis^""''^'' 
not  be  an  old  man  in  thine  house  for  ever.  ^^  And  the 
man  of  thine,  whom  I  shall  not  cut  off  from  mine 
altar,  shall  he  to  consume  thine  eyes,  and  to  grieve 
thine  heart :  and  all  the  increase  of  thine  house  shall 
die  *in  the  flower  of  their  age.  ^"^  And  this  shall  B.eh.men. 
he  a  sign  unto  thee,  that  shall  come  upon  thy  two 
sons,  on  Hophni  and  Phinehas ;  in  one  day  they  shall 
die  both  of  them.  ^^And  I  will  raise  me  up  a  faithful 
priest,  that  shall  do  according  to  that  which  is  in  mine 
heart  and  in  my  mind :  and  I  will  build  him  a  sure 
house  ;  and  he  shall  walk  before  mine  anointed  for 
ever.      ^^And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  tltat   every  one 
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that  is  left  in  thine  house  shall  come  and  crouch  to  him 
for  a  piece  of  silver  and  a  morsel  of  bread,  and  shall 
say,  *Put  me,  I  pray  thee,  into  *one  ^«lt/L^^k;3'''' 
of  the  priest's  offices,  that  I  may  eat  a  piece  of 
bread. 

111.  And  the  child  Samuel  ministered  unto  the 
Lord  before  Eli.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  was 
precious  in  those  days;  there  was  no  open  vision. 
^And  it  came  to  pass  at  that  time,  when  Eli  loas  laid 
down  in  his  place,  and  his  eyes  began  to  wax  dim, 
that  he  could  not  see;  ^and  ere  the  lamp  of  God  went 
out  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  where  the  ark  of 
God  was^  and  Samuel  was  laid  down  to  sleep ;  "^  that 
the  Lord  called  Samuel:  and  he  answered.  Here 
am  I.  ^And  he  ran  unto  Eli,  and  said,  Here  am 
I;  for  thou  calledst  me.  And  he  said,  I  called  not; 
lie  down  again.  And  he  went  and  lay  down.  ^And 
the  Lord  called  yet  again,  Samuel.  And  Samuel 
arose  and  went  to  Eli,  and  said.  Here  am  I ;  for  thou 
didst  call  me.  And  he  answered,  I  called  not,  my 
son;  lie  down  again.  ^*Now  Samuel  ,°;',:;;t;??i^^rom^^^^ 
did  not  yet  know  the  Lord,  neither  f£^;;ltr;l£\t^'''' 
was  the  Avord  of  the  Lord  yet  revealed  unto  him. 
^And  the  Lord  called  Samuel  again  the  third  time. 
And  he  arose,  and  went  to  Eli,  and  said,  Here  am. 
I;  for  thou  didst  call  me.  And  Eli  perceived  that 
the  Lord  had  called  the  child.  ^Therefore  Eli  said 
unto  Samuel,  Go,  lie  down :  and  it  shall  be,  if  he 
call  thee,  that  thou  shalt  say,  Speak,  Lord  ;  for 
thy  servant  heareth.  So  Samuel  went  and  lay 
down  in  his  place.  '°And  the  Lord  came,  and 
stood,  and  called  as  at  other  times,  Samuel,  Samuel. 
Then  Samuel  answered,  Speak ;  for  thy  servant 
heareth. 

"And  the    Lord  said  to   Samuel,   Behold,   I  will 
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do  a  thing  in  Israel,  at  which  both  the  ears  of  every 
one  tliat  heareth  it  shall  tingle.  ''In  that  day  I  will 
perform  against  Eli  all  things  which  I  have  spoken 
concerning  his  house:  *when  I  begin,  I  will  ^tJerM!^"^ 
also  make  an  end.  ''*For  I  have  told  him  ^Jj/^t.Vc"" 
that  I  will  judge  his  house  for  ever  for  the  iniquity 
which  he  knoweth ;  because  his  sons  made  themselves 
*vile,  and  he  *  restrained  them  not.  ''And  froJe7votipon  fhtu 
therefore  I  have  sworn  unto  the  house  of  EU,  that  the 
iniquity  of  Eli's  house  shall  not  be  purged  with  sacri- 
fice nor  offering  for  ever. 

'^And  Samuel  lay  until  the  morning,  and  opened 
the  doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Samuel 
feared  to  shew  Eli  the  vision.  ''Then  Eh  called 
Samuel,  and  said,  Samuel,  my  son.  And  he  answered, 
Here  am  I.  '^And  he  said.  What  is  the  thing  that 
the  LORD  hath  said  unto  thee?  I  pray  thee  hide  it 
not  from  me:  God  do  so  to  thee,  and  *more  B.eb.soadd. 
also,  if  thou  hide  any  *  thing  from  me  of  all  ov,word. 
the  things  that  he  said  unto  thee.  "And  Samuel  told 
him  *  every  whit,  and  hid  nothing  from  ^^^^  orfioJf '•'^■' 
him.  And  he  said,  It  is  the  Lord  :  let  him  do  what 
seemeth  him  good. 

'^And  Samuel  grew,  and  the  Lord  was  with  liim, 
and  did  let  none  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground. 
'"And  all  Israel  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba  knew 
that  Samuel  was  *  established  to  he  a  prophet  ov,fauhfui. 
of  the  Lord.  "And  the  Lord  appeared  again  in 
Shiloh :  for  the  Lord  revealed  himself  to  Samuel  in 
Shiloh  by  the  word  of  the  Lord.  And  the  word  of 
Samuel  *came  to  all  Israel.  ^'eClZs!'^''''' 

IV.  Now  Israel  went  out  against  the  Philistines 
to  battle,  and  pitched  beside  Eben-ezer :  and  the 
Philistines  pitched  in  Aphek.  'And  the  Philistines 
put  themselves  in  array  against   Israel:    and  when 
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*they  joined  battle,  Israel  was  smitten  before  ^S'asff^read!^ 
the  Philistines:  and  they  slew  of  *the  army  in  ^arrJy.^ 
the  field  about  four  thousand  men. 

^And  when  the  people  were  come  into  the  camp, 
the  elders  of  Israel  said,  Wherefore  hath  the  Lord 
smitten  us  to  day  before  the  Philistines?  Let  us 
*  fetch  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  ^^Ih*!' 
of  Shiloh  unto  us,  that,  when  it  cometh  among  us, 
it  may  save  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies.  "^  So 
the  people  sent  to  Shiloh,  that  they  might  bring  from 
thence  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
which  dwelleth  between  the  cherubims :  and  the  two 
sons  of  Eh,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  were  there  w^ith 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God. 

^And  when  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 
came  into  the  camp,  all  Israel  shouted  with  a  great 
shout,  so  that  the  earth  rang  again.  ^And  when  the 
Philistines  heard  the  noise  of  the  shout,  they  said, 
AVhat  meaneth  the  noise  of  this  great  shout  in  the 
camp  of  the  Hebrews?  And  they  understood  that 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  come  into  the  camp.  ^And 
the  Philistines  were  afraid,  for  they  said,  God  is  come 
into  the  camp.  And  they  said.  Woe  unto  us !  for  there 
hath  not  been  such  a  thing  *  heretofore.  'Woe  S!?/.SSl' 
unto  us !  who  shall  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  these 
mighty  Gods  ?  these  are  the  Gods  that  smote  the 
Egyptians  with  all  the  plagues  in  the  wilderness. 
^Be  strong,  and  quit  yourselves  like  men,  0  ye  Phi- 
listines, that  ye  be  not  servants  unto  the  Llebrews, 
as  they  have  been  to  you:  *quit  yourselves  iieh.hemen. 
like  men,  and  fight. 

'''And  the  Philistines  fought,  and  Israel  was  smitten, 
and  they  fled  every  man  into  his  tent :  and  there  was 
a  very  great  slaughter;  for  there  fell  of  Israel  thirty 
thousand  footmen.     "And  the  ark  of  God  was  taken; 
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and  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hoplini  and  Phinehas,  *were 

slain.  Heb.  died. 

'''And  there  ran  a  man  of  Benjamin  out  of  the  army, 
and  came  to  Shiloh  the  same  day  with  his  clothes  rent, 
and  with  earth  upon  his  head.  '^And  when  he  came, 
lo,  Eli  sat  upon  a  seat  by  the  wayside  watching :  for 
his  heart  trembled  for  the  ark  of  God.  And  when  the 
man  came  into  the  city,  and  told  it^  all  the  city  cried 
out.  '"^And  when  Eli  heard  the  noise  of  the  crying, 
he  said,  What  meaiieth  the  noise  of  this  tumult  ?  And 
the  man  came  in  hastily  and  told  Eli.  '^Now  Eli  was 
ninety  and  eight  years  old;  and  his  eyes  *were  Heb.s^o^. 
dim,  that  he  could  not  see.  '^And  the  man  said  unto 
Eli,  I  am  he  that  came  out  of  the  army,  and  I  fled 
to  day  out  of  the  army.  And  he  said.  What  *is  ^%%f' 
there  done,  my  son?  '^And  the  messenger  answered 
and  said,  Israel  is  fled  before  the  Philistines,  and  there 
hath  been  also  a  great  slaughter  among  the  people, 
and  thy  two  sons  also,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  are  dead, 
and  the  ark  of  God  is  taken.  '^And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  he  made  mention  of  the  ark  of  God,  that  he  fell 
from  ofl"  the  seat  backward  by  the  side  of  the  gate, 
and  his  neck  brake,  and  he  died :  for  he  was  an  old 
man,  and  heavy.    And  he  had  judged  Israel  forty  years. 

'^  And  his  daughter  in  law,  Phinehas'  wife,  was  with 
child,  near  *to  be  delivered:  and  when  she  ov,tocryout. 
heard  the  tidinsrs  that  the  ark  of  God  Avas  taken,  and 
that  her  father  in  law  and  her  husband  were  dead, 
she  bowed  herself  and  travailed;  for  her  pains  *came 
upon  her.  ''And  about  the  time  of  her  death  ^^;::r 
the  women  that  stood  by  her  said  unto  her,  Eear  not ; 
for  thou  hast  born  a  son.  But  she  answered  not, 
*  neither  did  she  rei^ard  it.  "  And  she  named  ^'tr  w"' 
the  child  *I-chabod,  saying,  The  glory  ^""t^^^l^i^llr' 
is  departed  from  Israel:  because  the  ark  of  God  was 
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taken,  and  because  of  her  father  in  law  and  her  hus- 
band. "And  she  said,  The  glory  is  departed  from 
Israel :  for  the  ark  of  God  is  taken. 

y.  And  the  Philistines  took  the  ark  of  God,  and 
brouo^ht  it  from  Eben-ezer  unto  Ashdod.  'When  the 
Philistines  took  the  ark  of  God,  they  brought  it  into 
the  house  of  Dagon,  and  set  it  by  Dagon.  ^  And  when 
they  of  Ashdod  arose  early  on  the  morrow,  behold, 
Dagon  teas  fallen  upon  his  face  to  the  earth  before  the 
ark  of  the  Lord.  And  they  took  Dagon,  and  set  him 
in  his  place  again.  '^And  when  they  arose  early  on 
the  morrow  morning,  behold,  Dagon  teas  fallen  upon 
his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord; 
and  th.^  head  of  Dagon  and  both  the  palms  of  his 
hands  icere  cut  off  upon  the  threshold;  only  *  the  stump 
of  Dagon  was  left  to  him,  '  Therefore  neither  ^'''  *l'£t^ 
the  priests  of  Dagon,  nor  any  that  come  into  Dagon's 
house,  tread  on  the  threshold  of  Dagon  in  Ashdod 
unto  this  day.  ^But  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  heavy 
upon  them  of  Ashdod,  and  he  destroyed  them,  and 
smote  them  with  emerods,  even  Ashdod  and  the  coasts 
thereof.  ^And  when  the  men  of  Ashdod  saw  that 
it  loas  so,  they  said.  The  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel 
shall  not  abide  with  us :  for  his  hand  is  sore  upon  us, 
and  upon  Dagon  our  god. 

^They  sent  therefore  and  gathered  all  the  lords  of 
the  Philistines  unto  them,  and  said,  What  shall  we 
do  with  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel?  And  they 
answered.  Let  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  be  carried 
about  unto  Gath.  And  they  carried  the  ark  of  the 
God  of  Israel  about  thither.  ^  And  it  was  so^  that,  after 
they  had  carried  it  about,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
against  the  city  with  a  very  great  destruction :  and 
he  smote  the  men  of  the  city,  both  small  and  great, 
and  they  had  emerods  in  their  secret  parts. 
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'° Therefore  they  sent  the  ark  of  God  to  Ekron. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  ark  of  God  came  to 
Ekron,  that  the  Ekronites  cried  out,  saying,  They 
have  brouglit  about  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  to 
*us,  to  slay  us  and  our  people.  ''So  they  ^teanhtf"^ 
sent  and  gathered  together  all  the  lords  of  the  Phi- 
listines, and  said.  Send  away  the  ark  of  the  God  of 
Israel,  and  let  it  go  again  to  his  own  place,  that  it  slay 
*us  not,  and  our  people:  for  there  was  a  ^t;J,»r''' 
deadly  destruction  throughout  all  the  city;  the  hand 
of  God  was  very  heavy  there.  ''And  the  men  that 
died  not  were  smitten  with  the  emerods :  and  the  cry 
of  the  city  went  up  to  heaven. 

YI.  And  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  in  the  country 
of  the  Philistines  seven  months.  '  And  the  Philistines 
called  for  the  priests  and  the  diviners,  saying.  What 
shall  we  do  to  the  ark  of  the  Lord?  tell  us  where- 
with we  shall  send  it  to  his  place.  ^  And  they  said.  If 
ye  send  away  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel,  send  it  not 
empty ;  but  in  an}^  wise  return  him  a  trespass  offer- 
ing :  then  ye  shall  be  healed,  and  it  shall  be  known  to 
you  why  his  hand  is  not  removed  from  you.  "^Then 
said  they.  What  shall  be  the  trespass  offering  which 
we  shall  return  to  him?  They  answered,  Five  golden 
emerods,  and  five  golden  mice,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  lords  of  the  Philistines :  for  one  plague  was 
on  *you  all,  and  on  your  lords.  ^Wherefore  ye  seh.them. 
shall  make  images  of  your  emerods,  and  images  of 
your  mice  that  mar  the  land :  and  ye  shall  give  glory 
unto  the  God  of  Israel :  perad venture  he  will  lighten  his 
hand  from  off  you,  and  from  off  your  gods,  and  from 
off  your  land.  'Wherefore  then  do  ye  harden  your 
hearts,  as  the  Egyptians  and  Pharaoh  hardened  their 
hearts?  when  he  had  wrought  *  wonderfully  ""  ' 


Or,  reproach- 


fully. 


among  them,  did  they  not  let  *the  people  go,  or 


,  them. 
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and  they  departed  ?  ^  ^^ow  therefore  make  a  new  cart, 
and  take  two  milch  kine,  on  which  there  hath  come 
no  yoke,  and  tie  the  kine  to  the  cart,  and  bring  their 
calves  home  from  them :  ^  and  take  the  ark  of  the 
LoED,  and  lay  it  upon  the  cart ;  and  put  the  jewels  of 
gold,  which  ye  return  him.  for  a  trespass  offering,  in  a 
coffer  by  the  side  thereof;  and  send  it  away,  that  it 
may  go.  ^And  see,  if  it  goeth  up  by  the  way  of  his 
own  coast  to  Beth-shemesh,  then  *he  hath  done  ov,if. 
us  this  great  evil :  but  if  not,  then  we  shall  know  that 
it  is  not  his  hand  that  smote  us ;  it  was  a  chance  that 
happened  to  us. 

'"And  the  men  did  so;  and  took  two  milch  kine, 
and  tied  them  to  the  cart,  and  shut  up  their  calves  at 
home:  "and  they  laid  the  ark  of  the  Lord  upon  the 
cart,  and  the  coffer  with  the  mice  of  gold  and  the 
images  of  their  emerods.  '"And  the  kine  took  the 
straight  way  to  the  way  of  Beth-shemesh,  arid  went 
along  the  highway,  lowing  as  they  went,  and  turned 
not  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left;  and  the 
lords  of  the  Philistines  went  after  them,  unto  the 
border  of  Beth-shemesh.  '^  And  they  of  Beth-shemesh 
were  reaping  their  wheat  harvest  in  the  valley:  and 
they  lifted  up  their  eyes  and  saw  the  ark,  and  rejoiced 
to  see  it.  '"^And  the  cart  came  into  the  field  of  Joshua, 
a  Beth-shemite,  and  stood  there,  where  there  ivas  a 
great  stone :  and  they  clave  the  wood  of  the  cart,  and 
offered  the  kine  a  burnt  offering  unto  the  Lord. 
''And  the  Levites  took  down  the  ark  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  coffer  that  ii'as  with  it,  wherein  the  jewels  of 
gold  ivere^  and  put  them  on  the  great  stone :  and  the 
men  of  Beth-shemesh  offered  burnt  offerings,  and  sa- 
crificed sacrifices  the  same  day  unto  the  Lord.  '^And 
when  the  five  lords  of  the  Philistines  had  seen  it.  they 
returned  to  Ekron  the  same  day. 
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'^And  these  are  the  golden  emerods  which  the 
Philistines  returned  for  a  trespass  offering  unto  the 
Lord;  for  Ashdod  one,  for  Gaza  one,  for  Askelon 
one,  for  Gath  one,  for  Ekron  one;  '^and  the  golden 
mice,  according  to  the  number  of  all  the  cities  of  the 
] Philistines  belonging  to  the  five  lords,  both  of  fenced 
cities  and  of  country  villages,  even  unto  the  *  great 
stone  of  Abel,  whereon  they  set  down  the  ark  ^^:Ze.'* 
of  the  Lord  :  wliicli  stone  remaineth  unto  this  day  in 
the  field  of  Joshua  the  Beth-shemite. 

'^And  he  smote  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh,  because 
they  had  looked  into  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  even  he 
smote  of  the  people  fifty  thousand  and  threescore 
and  ten  men:  and  the  people  lamented,  because  the 
Lord  had  smitten  many  of  the  people  with  a  great 
slaughter.  "'And  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh  said. 
Who  is  able  to  stand  before  this  holy  Lord  God  ? 
and  to  whom  shall  he  go  up  from  us?  "And  they 
sent  messengers  to  the  inhabitants  of  Kirjath-jearim, 
saying.  The  Philistines  have  brought  again  the  ark 
of  the  Lord  ;  come  ye  down,  and  fetch  it  up  to  you. 
YIl.  And  the  men  of  Kirjath-jearim  came,  and 
fetched  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  brought  it  into 
the  house  of  Abinadab  in  the  hill,  and  sanctified 
Eleazar  his  son  to  keep  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  'And 
it  came  to  pass,  while  the  ark  abode  in  Kirjath- 
jearim,  that  the  time  was  long;  for  it  was  twenty 
years. 

And  all  the  house  of  Israel  lamented  after  the 
Lord.  ^  And  Samuel  spake  unto  all  the  house  of 
Lsi-ael,  saying.  If  ye  do  return  unto  the  Lord  with 
all  your  hearts,  then  put  away  the  strange  gods  and 
Ashtaroth  from  among  you,  and  prepare  your  hearts 
unto  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  only:  and  he  will 
deliver  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines.    ^  Then 
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the  children  of  Israel  did  put  away  Baalim  and  Ash- 
taroth,  and  served  the  Lord  only. 

^And  Samuel  said,  Gather  all  Israel  to  Mizpeh,  and 
I  will  pray  for  you  unto  the  Lord.  ^And  they  gathered 
together  to  Mizpeh,  and  drew  water,  and  poured  it 
out  before  the  Lord,  and  fasted  on  that  day,  and  said 
there.  We  have  sinned  against  the  Lord.  And  Samuel 
judged  the  children  of  Israel  in  Mizpeh. 

^And  when  the  Philistines  heard  that  the  children 
of  Israel  were  gathered  together  to  Mizpeh,  the  lords 
of  the  Philistines  went  up  against  Israel.  And  when 
the  children  of  Israel  heard  it^  they  were  afraid  of  the 
Philistines.  ^And  the  children  of  Israel  said  to  Samuel, 
*  Cease  not  to  cry  unto  the  Lord  our  Godi  f^f^^  J^,},:^',! J.y-^^\ 
for  us,  that  he  will  save  us  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines.  ^And  Samuel  took  a  sucking  lamb,  and 
offered  it  for  a  burnt  offering  wholly  unto  the  Lord  : 
and  Samuel  cried  unto  the  Lord  for  Israel;  and  the 
Lord  *  heard  him.  '"And  as  Samuel  was  offer-  ov,  answered. 
ing  up  the  burnt  offering,  the  Philistines  drew  near 
to  battle  against  Israel :  but  the  Lord  thundered  with 
a  great  thunder  on  that  day  upon  the  Philistines,  and 
discomfited  them ;  and  they  were  smitten  before  Israel. 
"And  the  men  of  Israel  went  out  of  Mizpeh,  and  pur- 
sued the  Philistines,  and  smote  them  until  tJiey  came 
unto  Beth-car. 

'^  Then  Samuel  took  a  stone,  and  set  it  between 
Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and  called  the  name  of  it  *Eben- 
ezer,  saying.  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  ^lotie'o/hd^p. 
us.  ''  So  the  Philistines  were  subdued,  and  they  came 
no  more  into  the  coast  of  Israel :  and  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  against  the  Philistines  ail  the  days  of  Samuel. 
'"^And  the  cities  which  the  Philistines  had  taken  from 
Israel  were  restored  to  Israel,  from  Ekron  even  unto 
Gath;  and  the  coasts  thereof  did  Israel  deliver  out  of 
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the  hands  of  the  Philistines.  And  there  was  peace 
between  Israel  and  the  Amorites. 

'"And  Samuel  judged  Israel  all  the  days  of  his  life. 
'^And  he  went  from  year  to  year  *in  circuit  ^ci'auutl' 
to  Beth-el  and  Gilgal,  and  Mizpeh,  and  judged  Israel 
in  all  those  places.  '^And  his  return  was  to  Ramah ; 
for  there  was  his  house;  and  there  he  judged  Israel; 
and  there  he  built  an  altar  unto  the  Loed. 

yill.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Samuel  was  old, 
that  he  made  his  sons  judges  over  Israel.  ^  Now  the 
name  of  his  firstborn  was  Joel;  and  the  name  of 
his  second  Abiah :  they  were  judges  in  Beer-sheba. 
^And  his  sons  walked  not  in  his  ways,  but  turned 
aside  after  lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and  perverted  judg- 
ment. 

''  Then  all  the  elders  of  Israel  gathered  themselves 
together,  and  came  to  Samuel  unto  Ramah,  ^  and  said 
unto  him.  Behold,  thou  art  old,  and  thy  sons  walk  not 
in  thy  ways :  now  make  us  a  king  to  judge  us  like  all 
the  nations. 

'But  the  thing  *  displeased  Samuel,  when  ^J;;:7J;;Lr;//" 
they  said,  Give  us  a  king  to  judge  us.  And  Samuel 
prayed  unto  the  Lord.  ^And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Samuel,  Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  people  in  all 
that  they  say  unto  thee:  for  they  have  not  rejected 
thee,  but  they  have  rejected  me,  that  I  should  not 
reign  over  them,  ^According  to  all  the  works  which 
they  have  done  since  the  day  that  I  brought  them  up 
out  of  Egypt  even  unto  this  day,  wherewith  tliey  have 
forsaken  me,  and  served  other  gods,  so  do  they  also 
unto  thee.  ^  Now  therefore  *  hearken  unto  their  or,  o%. 
voice:  *howbeit  yet  protest  solemnly  ?:^,;t:"1S:'::rTr:^ 
unto  them,  and  shew  them  the  manner  *^of.iS'^eJ'?:: ''"' 
of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over  them. 

'°And  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  unto 
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the  people  that  asked  of  him  a  king.  ''And  he  said, 
This  will  be  the  manner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign 
over  you:  He  will  take  your  sons,  and  appoint  thent 
for  himself,  for  his  chariots,  and  to  he  his  horsemen ; 
and  some  shall  run  before  his  chariots.  '"And  he  will 
appoint  him  captains  over  thousands,  and  captains  over 
iifties ;  and  luill  set  them  to  ear  his  ground,  and  to  reap 
his  harvest,  and  to  make  his  instruments  of  war,  and 
instruments  of  his  chariots.  '^And  he  will  take  your 
daughters  to  he  confectionaries,  and  to  he  cooks,  and  to 
he  bakers.  '"^And  he  will  take  your  fields,  and  your 
vineyards,  and  your  oliveyards,  even  the  best  of  tliem^ 
and  give  them,  to  his  servants.  ''And  he  will  take  the 
tenth  of  your  seed,  and  of  your  vineyards,  and  give  to 
his  *  officers,  and  to  his  servants.  '^And  he  'B.eh.  eunm-hs. 
will  take  your  men  servants,  and  your  maidservants, 
and  your  goodliest  young  men,  and  your  asses,  and 
put  them,  to  his  work.  '"  He  will  take  the  tenth  of 
your  sheep:  and  ye  shall  be  his  servants.  '^And  ye 
shall  cry  out  in  that  day  because  of  your  king  which 
ye  shall  have  chosen  you;  and  the  Loed  will  not  hear 
you  in  that  day. 

'^  Xevertheless  the  people  refused  to  obey  the  voice 
of  Samuel ;  and  they  said.  Nay ;  but  we  will  have  a 
king  over  us ;  '°  that  we  also  may  be  like  all  the 
nations;  and  that  our  king  may  judge  us,  and  go  out 
before  us,  and  fight  our  battles.  ""  And  Samuel  heard 
all  the  words  of  the  people,  and  he  rehearsed  them  in 
the  ears  of  the  Lord.  "And  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel, 
Hearken  unto  their  voice,  and  make  them  a  king. 
And  Samuel  said  unto  the  men  of  Israel,  Go  ye  every 
man  unto  his  city. 

IX.  Now  there  was  a  man  of  Benjamin,  whose  name 
vms  Kish,  the  son  of  Abiel,  the  son  of  Zeror,  the  son 
of  Bechorath,  the  son  of  Aphiah,  *a  Benjamite,  S';/o/X»;4\ 

F.  3. 
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a  mighty  man  of  *  power.  'And  he  had  a  son,  or,  .s«js/a«ce. 
whose  name  was  Saul,  a  choice  young  man,  and  a 
goodly :  and  tliere  was  not  among  the  cliildren  of  Is- 
rael a  goodlier  person  than  he :  from  his  shoulders  and 
upward  he  was  higher  than  any  of  the  people. 

^And  the  asses  of  Kish  Saul's  father  were  lost.  And 
Kish  said  to  Saul  his  son,  Take  now  one  of  the  servants 
with  thee,  and  arise,  go  seek  the  asses.  ^And  he  passed 
through  mount  Ephraim,  and  passed  through  the  land 
of  Shalisha,  but  they  found  them  not :  then  they  passed 
through  the  land  of  Shalim,  and  there  they  were  not: 
and  he  passed  through  the  land  of  the  Benjamites,  but 
they  found  them  not.  ^And  when  they  were  come  to 
the  land  of  Zuph,  Saul  said  to  his  servant  that  teas 
with  him.  Come,  and  let  us  return;  lest  my  father 
leave  caring  for  the  asses,  and  take  thought  for  us. 
^And  he  said  unto  him,  Behold  now,  there  is  in  this 
city  a  man  of  God,  and  he  is  an  honourable  man ;  all 
that  he  saith  cometh  surely  to  pass:  now  let  us  go 
thither ;  peradventure  he  can  shew  us  our  way  that  we 
should  go.  ^  Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant.  But,  behold, 
if  we  go,  what  shall  we  bring  the  man  ?  for  the  bread 
*is  spent  in  our  vessels,  and  tliere  is  not  a  pre-  ^JutofS'- 
sent  to  bring  to  the  man  of  God :  what  *  have  neb.  is  with  us. 
we?  ^And  the  servant  answered  Saul  again,  and  said, 
Behold,  *I  have  here  at  hand  the  fourth  ^^\'t7J;{"'"' 
part  of  a  shekel  of  silver :  that  will  I  give  to  the  man 
of  God,  to  tell  us  our  way,  ^  (Beforetime  in  Israel, 
wdien  a  man  went  to  enquire  of  God,  thus  he  spake, 
Come,  and  let  us  go  to  the  seer:  for  he  that  is  now 
called  a  Prophet  was  beforetime  called  a  Seer.)  '"Then 
said  Saul  to  his  servant,  *Well  said;  come,  """^^Hr'' 
let  us  go.  So  they  went  unto  the  city  where  the  man 
of  God  was. 

''And  as  they  went  up  *the  hill  to  the  ^^V^^L^'oir"'' 
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city,  they  found  young  maidens  going  out  to  draw 
water,  and  said  unto  them,  Is  the  seer  here?  ''And 
they  answered  them  and  said.  He  is;  behold,  he  is 
before  you  :  make  haste  now,  for  he  came  to  day  to 
the  city;  for  there  is  a  *  sacrifice  of  the  people  to  ov,  feast. 
day  in  the  high  place :  ''as  soon  as  ye  be  come  into  the 
city,  ye  shall  straightway  find  him,  before  he  go  up  to 
the  high  place  to  eat :  for  the  people  will  not  eat  until 
he  come,  because  he  doth  bless  the  sacrifice ;  and  after- 
wards they  eat  that  be  bidden.  Now  therefore  get 
you  up;  for  about  *this  time  ye  shall  find  him.  B.eh.today. 
'"^And  they  went  up  into  the  city:  and  when  they 
were  come  into  the  city,  behold,  Samuel  came  out 
against  them,  for  to  go  up  to  the  high  place. 

''  Now  the  Lord  had  *told  Samuel  in  his  ^tT/I™?' 
ear  a  day  before  Saul  came,  saying,  '^  To  morrow  about 
this  time  I  will  send  thee  a  man  out  of  the  land  of 
Benjamin,  and  thou  shalt  anoint  him  to  be  captain  over 
my  people  Israel,  that  he  may  save  my  people  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  Phihstines :  for  I  have  looked  upon  my 
people,  because  tlieir  cry  is  come  unto  me.  '''And  when 
Samuel  saw  Saul,  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Behold  the 
man  whom  I  spake  to  thee  of!  this  same  shall  *  reign 

over  my  people.  -Keh.  restrain  in. 

'^  Then  Saul  drew  near  to  Samuel  in  the  gate,  and 
said,  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  where  the  seer's  house  is. 
'^And  Samuel  answered  Saul,  and  said,  I  am  the  seer: 
go  up  before  me  unto  the  high  place ;  for  ye  shall  eat 
with  me  to  day,  and  to  morrow  I  will  let  thee  go,  and 
will  tell  thee  all  that  is  in  thine  heart.  """And  as  for 
thine  asses  that  were  lost  *  three  days  ago,  set  ^threJjayf. 
not  thy  mind  on  them;  for  they  are  found.  And  on 
whom  is  all  the  desire  of  Israel?  Is  it  not  on  thee,  and 
on  all  thy  father's  house?  "And  Saul  answered  and 
said.  Am  not  I  a  Benjamite,  of  the  smallest  of  the 
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tribes  of  Israel?  and  my  family  the  least  of  all  the 
families  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ?  wherefore  then 
speakest  thou  *  so  to  me  ?  ^  ""^^tiT:::!^' 

"And  Samuel  took  Saul  and  his  servant,  and  brought 
them  into  the  parlour,  and  made  them  sit  in  the  chief- 
est  place  among  them  that  were  bidden,  which  ivere 
about  thirty  persons.  ''^And  Samuel  said  unto  the 
cook,  Bring  the  portion  which  I  gave  thee,  of  which  I 
said  unto  thee,  Set  it  by  thee.  ""^And  the  cook  took 
up  the  shoulder,  and  that  which  teas  upon  it,  and  set 
it  before  Saul.  And  Samuel  said.  Behold  that  which 
is  *left!  set  it  before  thee,  and  eat:  for  unto  ov, reserved. 
this  time  hath  it  been  kept  for  thee  since  I  said,  I  have 
invited  the  people.  So  Saul  did  eat  with  Samuel  that 
day. 

'^And  when  they  were  come  down  from  the  high 
place  into  the  city,  Samuel  communed  with  Saul  upon 
the  top  of  the  house.  '^And  they  arose  early:  and  it 
came  to  pass  about  the  spring  of  the  day,  that  Samuel 
called  Saul  to  the  top  of  the  house,  saying.  Up,  that  I 
may  send  thee  away.  And  Saul  arose,  and  they  went 
out  both  of  them,  he  and  Samuel,  abroad. 

^'^  And  as  they  were  going  down  to  the  end  of  the 
city,  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Bid  the  servant  pass  on 
before  us,  (and  he  passed  on,)  but  stand  thou  still 
*a  Avhile,  that  I  may  shew  thee  the  word  of  ^eh.today. 
God. 

X.  Then  Samuel  took  a  vial  of  oil,  and  poured  it 
upon  his  head,  and  kissed  him,  and  said.  Is  it  not 
because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  thee  to  he  captain 
over  his  inheritance?  'When  thou  art  departed  from 
me  to  day,  then  thou  shalt  find  two  men  by  Rachel's 
sepulchre  in  the  border  of  Benjamin  at  Zelzah;  and 
they  will  say  unto  thee,  The  asses  which  tliou  wentest 
to   seek   are   found :    and,    lo,    thy   father   hath   left 
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*tlie  care  of  the  asses,  and  sorroweth  for  you,  fa^tJJ'f, 
saying,  What  shall  I  do  for  my  son  ?  ^  Then  shalt  thou 
go  on  forward  from  thence,  and  thou  shalt  come  to 
the  plain  of  Tabor,  and  there  shall  meet  thee  three 
men  going  up  to  God  to  Beth -el,  one  carrying  three 
kids,  and  another  carrying  three  loaves  of  bread,  and 
another  carrying  a  bottle  of  wine  :  '^and  they  will 
*  salute  thee,  and  give  thee  two  loaves  of  ^^o/peac?.'^ 
bread ;  which  thou  shalt  receive  of  their  hands.  ^ After 
that  thou  shalt  come  to  the  hill  of  God,  where  is  the 
garrison  of  the  Philistines :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
when  thou  art  come  thither  to  the  city,  that  thou  shalt 
meet  a  company  of  prophets  coming  down  from  the 
high  place  with  a  psaltery,  and  a  tabret,  and  a  pipe, 
and  a  harp,  before  them ;  and  they  shall  prophesy : 
^  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come  upon  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  prophesy  with  them,  and  shalt  be  turned 
into  another  man.  ^A.nd  *let  it  be,  ^-^^^t^li^i:^. 
when  these  signs  are  come  unto  thee,  *that  mne  htidZmufind. 
thou  do  as  occasion  serve  thee ;  for  God  is  with  thee. 
^And  thou  shalt  go  down  before  me  to  Gilgal;  and, 
behold,  I  will  come  down  unto  thee  to  offer  burnt 
offerings,  a7id  to  sacrifice  sacrifices  of  peace  offerings : 
seven  days  shalt  thou  tarry,  till  I  come  to  thee,  and 
shew  thee  what  thou  shalt  do. 

^And  it  was  56>,  that  when  he  had  turned  his  *back 
to  go  from  Samuel,  God  *gave  him  another  ne\^:t7nfd!'' 
heart:  and  all  those  signs  came  to  pass  that  day. 
'°And  when  they  came  thither  to  the  hill,  behold,  a 
company  of  prophets  met  him ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God 
came  upon  him,  and  he  prophesied  among  them.  ''And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  all  that  knew  him  beforetime 
saw  that,  behold,  he  prophesied  among  the  prophets, 
then  the  people  said  *one  to  another.  What  is  ^tnelJZ'J" 
this  that  is  come  unto  the  son  of  Kish?     Is  Saul  also 
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among  the  prophets?  ''And  one  *  of  the  same  ^?L;{r" 
place  answered  and  said,  But  who  is  their  father? 
Therefore  it  became  a  proverb,  Is  Saul  also  among 
the  prophets?  '^And  when  he  had  made  an  end  of 
prophesying,  he  came  to  the  high  place. 

'^Ancl  Saul's  uncle  said  unto  him  and  to  his  ser- 
vant, Whither  went  ye?  And  he  said.  To  seek  the 
asses :  and  when  we  saw  that  they  ivere  no  where,  we 
came  to  Samuel.  ''And  Saul's  uncle  said.  Tell  me,  I 
pray  thee,  what  Samuel  said  unto  you.  '^And  Saul 
said  unto  his  uncle.  He  told  us  plainly  that  the  asses 
were  found.  But  of  the  matter  of  the  kingdom, 
whereof  Sanmel  spake,  he  told  him  not. 

'^And  Samuel  called  the  people  together  unto  the 
Lord  to  Mizpeh ;  '^and  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  brought  up  Israel 
out  of  Egypt,  and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  kingdoms,  a?id 
of  them  that  oppressed  you:  '^and  ye  have  this  day 
rejected  your  God,  who  himself  saved  you  out  of  all 
your  adversities  and  your  tribulations ;  and  ye  have 
said  unto  him,  Nay^  but  set  a  king  over  us.  Kow 
therefore  present  yourselves  before  the  Lord  by  your 
tribes,  and  by  your  thousands. 

'°And  when  Samuel  had  caused  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel  to  come  near,  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  w^as  taken. 
""When  he  had  caused  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  to  come 
near  by  their  families,  the  family  of  Matri  was  taken, 
and  Saul  the  son  of  Kish  was  taken :  and  when  they 
sought  him,  he  could  not  be  found. 

"Therefore  they  inquired  of  the  Lord  further,  if 
the  man  should  yet  come  thither.  And  the  Lord 
answered,  Behold,  he  hath  hid  himself  among  the 
stuff.  '^And  they  ran  and  fetched  him  thence:  and 
wdien  he  stood  among  the  people,  he  was  higher  than 
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any  of  the  people  from  his  shoulders  and  upward. 
^^iVnd  Samuel  said  to  all  the  people,  See  ye  him  whom 
the  Lord  hath  chosen,  that  there  is  none  like  him 
among  all  the  people?  And  all  the  people  shouted, 
and  said,  *God  save  the  king.  ^tln^urf^' 

'^  Then  Samuel  told  the  people  the  manner  of  the 
kingdom,  and  wrote  it  in  a  book,  and  laid  it  up  before 
the  Lord.  And  Samuel  sent  all  the  people  away, 
every  man  to  his  house.  ''^And  Saul  also  went  home 
to  Gibeah ;  and  there  went  with  him  a  band  of  men, 
whose  hearts  God  had  touched.  '^  But  the  children 
of  Belial  said.  How  shall  this  man  save  us?  And 
they  despised  him,  and  brought  him  no  presents. 
But  *he  held  hi^s  peace.  ^  ''l;trr;ri'7' 

XL  Then  Xahash  the  Ammonite  came  up,  and 
encamped  against  Jabesh-gilead :  and  all  the  men  of 
Jabesh  said  unto  Xahash,  Make  a  covenant  with  us, 
and  we  will  serve  thee.  ''And  Kahash  the  Ammonite 
answered  them.  On  this  condition  will  I  make  a  cove- 
nant with  you,  that  I  may  thrust  out  all  your  right 
eyes,  and  lay  it /6»r  a  reproach  upon  all  Israel.  ^And 
the  elders  of  Jabesh  said  unto  him,  *Give  Heb.  jbrsear ««. 
us  seven  days'  respite,  that  we  may  send  messengers 
unto  all  the  coasts  of  Israel :  and  then,  if  there  he  no 
man  to  save  us,  we  will  come  out  to  thee.  "^  Then 
came  the  messengers  to  Gibeah  of  Saul,  and  told  the 
tidings  in  the  ears  of  the  people :  and  all  the  people 
lifted  up  their  voices,  and  wept. 

^And,  behold,  Saul  came  after  the  herd  out  of  the 
field;  and  Saul  said.  What  aileth  the  people  that  they 
weep?  And  they  told  him  the  tidings  of  the  men  of 
Jabesh.  ^And  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Saul 
when  he  heard  those  tidings,  and  his  anger  was  kindled 
greatly.  ^And  he  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  hcAved 
them  in  pieces,  and  sent  them  throughout  all  the  coasts 
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of  Israel  by  the  hands  of  messengers,  saying,  Who- 
soever cometh  not  forth  after  Saul  and  after  Samuel, 
so  shall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen.  And  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  fell  on  the  people,  and  they  came  out 
*with  one  consent.  'And  when  he  numbered  ^^^^Z""' 
them  in  Bezek,  the  children  of  Israel  were  three 
hundred  thousand,  and  the  men  of  Judah  thirty 
thousand. 

^And  they  said  unto  the  messengers  that  came, 
Thus  shall  ye  say  unto  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead, 
To  morrow,  by  that  time  the  sun  be  hot,  ye  shall  have 
*help.  And  the  messengers  came  and  shewed  ^''anil".''" 
it  to  the  men  of  Jabesh ;  and  they  were  glad.  '°  There- 
fore the  men  of  Jabesh  said.  To  morrow  we  will  come 
out  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  do  with  us  all  that  seemeth 
good  unto  you. 

"And  it  was  so  on  the  morrow,  that  Saul  put  the 
people  in  three  companies;  and  they  came  into  the 
midst  of  the  host  in  the  morning  watch,  and  slew  the 
Ammonites  until  the  heat  of  the  day :  and  it  came  to 
pass,  that  they  which  remained  were  scattered,  so  that 
two  of  them  were  not  left  together. 

'"And  the  people  said  unto  Samuel,  AVho  is  he  that 
said,  Shall  Saul  reign  over  us?  bring  the  men,  that 
we  may  put  them  to  death.  '^And  Saul  said.  There 
shall  not  a  man  be  put  to  death  this  day :  for  to  day 
the  Lord  hath  wrought  salvation  in  Israel. 

"^  Then  said  Samuel  to  the  people,  Come,  and  let  us 
go  to  Gilgal,  and  renew  the  kingdom  there.  '^  And  all 
the  people  went  to  Gilgal ;  and  there  they  made  Saul 
king  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal;  and  there  they  sacri- 
ficed sacrifices  of  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord; 
and  there  Saul  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  rejoiced 
greatly. 

XII.    And    Samuel   said   unto   all  Israel,  Behold, 
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I  have  hearkened  unto  your  voice  in  all  that  ye  said 
unto  me,  and  have  made  a  king  over  you.  *  And  now, 
behold,  the  king  walketh  before  you:  and  I  am  old 
and  grayheaded;  and,  behold,  my  sons  ai^e  with  you: 
and  I  have  walked  before  you  from  my  childhood 
unto  this  day.  'Behold,  here  I  am:  witness  against 
me  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  anointed :  whose 
ox  have  I  taken?  or  whose  ass  have  I  taken?  or 
Avhom  have  I  defrauded?  whom  have  I  oppressed? 
or  of  whose  hand  have  I  received  any  *  bribe  B.eh.  random. 
*to  blind  mine  eyes  therewith?  and  I  ^'^nt^lelafk^'" 
will  restore  it  you.  "^And  they  said.  Thou  hast  not 
defrauded  us,  nor  oppressed  us,  neither  hast  thou 
taken  ought  of  any  man's  hand.  'And  he  said  unto 
them.  The  Lord  is  witness  against  you,  and  his 
anointed  is  witness  this  day,  that  ye  have  not  found 
ought  in  my  hand.  And  they  answered.  He  is 
witness. 

^And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people,  It  is  the  Lord 
that  *  advanced  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  that  or,  made. 
brought  3^our  fathers  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 
^Xow  therefore  stand  still,  that  I  may  reason  with 
you  before  the  Lord  of  all  the  *  righteous  nlt,o?!ben^ts. 
acts  of  the  Lord,  which  he  did  *to  you  and  Heb.zt^. 
to  your  fathers.  ^When  Jacob  was  come  into  Egypt, 
and  your  fathers  cried  unto  the  Lord,  then  the  Lord 
sent  Moses  and  Aaron,  which  brought  forth  your 
fathers  out  of  Egypt,  and  made  them  dwell  in  this 
place.  ^And  when  they  forgat  the  Lord  their  God, 
he  sold  them  into  the  hand  of  Sisera,  captain  of  the 
host  of  Hazor,  and  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines, 
and  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Moab,  and  they 
fought  against  them.  '°And  they  cried  unto  the 
Lord,  and  said.  We  have  sinned,  because  we  have 
forsaken  the  Lord,  and  have  served  Baalim  and  Ash- 
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taroth:  but  now  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our 
enemies,  and  we  will  serve  thee.  "And  the  Lord 
sent  Jerubbaal,  and  Bedan,  and  Jephthah,  and  Samuel, 
and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  your  enemies 
on  every  side,  and  ye  dwelled  safe.  '^And  when  ye 
saw  that  Nahash  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon 
came  against  you,  ye  said  unto  me.  Nay;  but  a  king 
shall  reign  over  us:  when  the  Lord  your  God  loas 
your  king.  '^Now  therefore  behold  the  king  whom 
ye  have  chosen,  and  whom  ye  have  desired!  and, 
behold,  the  Lord  hath  set  a  king  over  you.  ''^If  ye 
will  fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him,  and  obey  his  voice, 
and  not  rebel  against  the  *  commandment  of  's.eh.  mouth. 
the  Lord,  then  shall  both  ye  and  also  the  king  that 
reigneth  over  you  *  continue  following  the  Lord  ^y-/;,?^ 
your  God:  '^but  if  ye  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  but  rebel  against  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  then  shall  the  hand  of  the  Lord  be  against 
you,  as  it  ivas  against  your  fathers.  '^Now  therefore 
stand  and  see  this  great  thing,  which  the  Lord  will 
do  before  your  eyes,  '"^ Is  it  not  wheat  harvest  to 
day?  I  will  call  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  send 
thunder  and  rain ;  that  ye  may  perceive  and  see  that 
your  wickedness  is  great,  which  ye  have  done  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  in  asking  you  a  king. 

''So  Samuel  called  unto  the  Lord;  and  the  Lord 
sent  thunder  and  rain  that  clay;  and  all  the  people 
greatly  feared  the  Lord  and  Samuel.  ''And  all  the 
people  said  unto  Samuel,  Pray  for  thy  servants  unto 
the  Lord  thy  God,  that  we  die  not:  for  we  have 
added  unto  all  our  sins  this  evil,  to  ask  us  a  king. 
*°And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people.  Fear  not:  ye 
have  done  all  this  wickedness:  yet  turn  not  aside 
from  following  the  Lord,  but  serve  the  Lord  with 
all  your   heart;    "and  turn  ye  not  aside:    for  then 
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should  ye  go  after  vain  things^  which  cannot  profit 
nor  deliver;  for  they  are  vain.  "For  the  Lord  will 
not  forsake  his  people  for  his  great  name's  sake :  be- 
cause it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to  make  you  his  people. 
"""  Moreover  as  for  me,  God  forbid  that  I  should  sin 
against  the  Lord  *in  ceasing  to  pray  for  you:  ^,J,;{r/.'" 
but  I  will  teach  you  the  good  and  the  right  way: 
"■^only  fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  in  truth  with 
all  your  heart:  for  consider  *how  great  ^'■' J'bi'ng^le'"^ 
things  he  hath  done  for  you,  ''But  if  ye  shall  still 
do  wickedly,  ye  shall  be  €onsumed,  both  ye  and  your 
king. 

XIIL  Saul  *reigned  one  year;  ^ri^^'^\'nlLZtZl'"" 
when  he  had  reigned  two  years  over  Israel,  'Saul 
chose  him  three  thousand  men  of  Israel ;  ichereof  two 
thousand  were  with  Saul  in  Michmash  and  in  mount 
Beth-el,  and  a  thousand  were  with  Jonathan  in  Gibeah 
of  Benjamin :  and  the  rest  of  the  people  he  sent  every 
man  to  his  tent. 

^  And  Jonathan  smote  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines 
that  icas  in  *Geba,  and  the  Philistines  heard  or,  the  hui. 
of  it.  And  Saul  blew  the  trumpet  throughout  all  the 
land,  saying,  Let  the  Hebrews  hear.  "^And  all  Israel 
heard  say  that  Saul  had  smitten  a  garrison  of  the 
Philistines,  and  that  Israel  also  *was  had  in  '^^t.^!'^ 
abomination  with  the  Philistines.  And  the  people 
were  called  together  after  Saul  to  Gilgal.  ^And  the 
Philistines  gathered  themselves  together  to  fight  with 
Israel,  thirty  thousand  chariots,  and  six  thousand 
horsemen,  and  people  as  the  sand  which  is  on  the 
seashore  in  multitude:  and  they  came  up,  and  pitched 
in  Michmash,  eastward  from  Betli-aven. 

^When  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  they  were  in  a 
strait,  (for  the  people  were  distressed,)  then  the  peo- 
ple did  hide  themselves  in  caves,  and  in  thickets,  and 
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in  rocks,  and  in  high  places,  and  in  pits.  ^  And  some  of 
the  Hebrews  went  over  Jordan  to  the  land  of  Gad  and 
Gilead.  As  for  Saul,  he  was  yet  in  Gilgal,  and  all  the 
people  *  followed  him  trembling.  ^Sv^Sf '^ 

^And  he  tarried  seven  days,  according  to  the  set 
time  that  Samuel  had  appointed :  but  Samuel  came  not 
to  Gilgal;  and  the  people  were  scattered  from  him. 
^And  Saul  said,  Bring  hither  a  burnt  offering  to  me, 
and  peace  offerings.    And  he  offered  the  burnt  offering. 

'°And  it  came  to  pass,  that  as  soon  as  he  had  made 
an  end  of  offering  the  burnt  offering,  behold,  Samuel 
came ;  and  Saul  went  out  to  meet  him,  that  he  might 
*  salute  him.  "And  Samuel  said,  AVhat  hast  lieh.uesshim. 
thou  done?  And  Saul  said,  Because  I  saw  that  the 
people  were  scattered  from  me,  and  that  thou  camest 
not  within  the  days  appointed,  and  that  the  Philistines 
gathered  themselves  together  at  Michmash;  "there- 
fore said  1,  The  Philistines  will  come  down  now  upon 
me  to  Gilgal,  and  I  have  not  *made  supplica-  fhffacelj-fit 
tion  unto  the  Lord;  I  forced  myself  therefore,  and 
offered  a  burnt  offering.  '^And  Samuel  said  to  Saul, 
Thou  hast  done  foolishly :  thou  hast  not  kept  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  he  commanded 
thee :  for  now  would  the  Lord  have  established  thy 
kingdom  upon  Israel  for  ever.  '^But  now  thy  kingdom 
shall  not  continue :  the  Lord  hath  sought  him  a  man 
after  his  own  heart,  and  the  Lord  hath  commanded 
him  to  he  captain  over  his  people,  because  thou  hast 
not  kept  that  which  the  Lord  connnanded  thee. 

''And  Samuel  arose,  and  gat  him  up  from  Gilgal 
unto  Gibeah  of  Benjamin.  And  Saul  numbered  the 
people  that  were  *  present  with  him,  about  six  Heb./o««i. 
hundred  men. 

'"And  Saul,  and  Jonathan  his  son,  and  the  people 
that  were  present  with  them,  abode  in  *  Gibeah  ^^h.oeha. 
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of  Benjamin :  but  the  Philistines  encamped  in  Mich- 
mash.  '^  And  the  spoilers  came  out  of  the  camp  of  the 
Philistines  in  three  companies :  one  company  turned 
unto  the  way  tliat  leadeth  to  Ophrah,  unto  the  land  of 
Shual :  '^  and  another  company  turned  the  way  to 
Beth-horon :  and  another  company  turned  to  the  way 
of  the  border  that  looketh  to  the  valley  of  Zeboim 
toward  the  wilderness. 

"  Now  there  was  no  smith  found  throughout  all 
the  land  of  Israel:  for  the  Philistines  said,  Lest  the 
Hebrews  make  them  swords  or  spears:  ''^but  all  the 
Israelites  went  down  to  the  Philistines,  to  sharpen 
every  man  his  share,  and  his  coulter,  and  his  ax,  and 
his  mattock.  ''Yet  they  had  *a  file  for  the  ^^\lShs'"'''' 
mattocks,  and  for  the  coulters,  and  for  the  forks,  and 
for  the  axes,  and  *to  sharpen  the  goads.  "So  it  ^^^^Z" 
came  to  pass  in  the  day  of  battle,  that  there  was  neither 
sword  nor  spear  found  in  the  hand  of  any  of  the  people 
that  irere  with  Saul  and  Jonathan :  but  with  Saul,  and 
with  Jonathan  his  son,  was  there  found. 

''And  the  *  garrison  of  the  Philistines  went  ^''^X^!''^ 
out  to  the  passage  of  Michmash. 

XI Y.  Now  *it  came  to  pass  upon  a  day,  ^^'^a'Jay'"^ 
that  Jonathan  the  son  of  Saul  said  unto  the  young  man 
that  bare  his  armour.  Come,  and  let  us  go  over  to  the 
Philistines'  garrison,  that  is  on  the  other  side.  But  he 
told  not  his  father.  'And  Saul  tarried  in  the  uttermost 
])art  of  Gibeah  under  a  pomegranate  tree  which  is  in 
Migron  :  and  the  people  that  were  with  him  were  about 
six  hundred  men;  'and  Ahiah,  the  son  of  Ahitub, 
I-chabod's  brother,  the  son  of  Phinehas,  the  son  of  Eli, 
the  Lord's  priest  in  Shiloh,  wearing  an  ephod.  And 
the  people  knew  not  that  Jonathan  was  gone.  "^And 
between  the  passages,  by  which  Jonathan  sought  to  go 
over  unto  the  Philistines'  garrison,  there  tvas  a  sharp 
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rock  on  the  one  side,  and  a  sharp  rock  on  the  other 
side :  and  the  name  of  the  one  was  Bozez,  and  the 
name  of  the  other  Seneh.  ^  The  *  forefront  of  the  Heb.  tooth. 
one  ivas  situate  northward  over  against  Michmash,  and 
the  other  southward  over  against  Gibeah.  ^And  Jona- 
than said  to  the  young  man  that  bare  his  armour,  Come, 
and  let  us  go  over  unto  the  garrison  of  these  uncircum- 
cised :  it  may  be  that  the  Lord  will  work  for  us :  for 
there  is  no  restraint  to  the  Lord  to  save  by  many  or 
by  few.  ^  And  his  armourbearer  said  unto  him,  Do  all 
that  is  in  thine  heart :  turn  thee :  behold,  I  am  with 
thee  according  to  thy  heart.  ^Then  said  Jonathan, 
Behold,  we  will  pass  over  unto  tliese  men,  and  we  will 
discover  ourselves  unto  them.  ^If  they  say  thus  unto 
us,  *  Tarry  until  we  come  to  you ;  then  we  will  ^ti'iL^ 
stand  still  in  our  place,  and  will  not  go  up  unto  them. 
'°But  if  they  say  thus.  Come  up  unto  us;  then  we  will 
go  up :  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  our  hand : 
and  this  shall  he  a  sign  unto  us. 

''And  both  of  them  discovered  themselves  unto  the 
garrison  of  the  Philistines:  and  the  Philistines  said, 
Behold,  the  Hebrews  come  forth  out  of  the  holes  where 
they  had  hid  themselves.  '"And  the  men  of  the  garri- 
son answered  Jonathan  and  his  armourbearer,  and  said. 
Come  up  to  us,  and  we  will  shew  you  a  thing.  And 
Jonathan  said  unto  his  armourbearer.  Come  up  after 
me :  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  the  hand 
of  Israel.  '^  And  Jonathan  climbed  up  upon  his  hands 
and  upon  his  feet,  and  his  armourbearer  after  him  :  and 
they  fell  before  Jonathan;  and  his  armourbearer  slew 
after  him.  '"^And  that  first  slaughter,  which  Jonathan 
and  his  armourbearer  made,  was  about  twenty  men, 
within  as  it  were  *an  half  acre  of  land,  """"anaL^iflZ/^ 
which  a  yoke  of  oxen  might  plow. 

'^And  there  was  trembling  in  the  host,  in  the  field, 
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and  among  all  the  people :  the  garrison,  and  the  spoilers, 
they  also  trembled,  and  the  earth  quaked :  so  it  was 
*a  very  great  trembhng.  ^"\}g2^^'"^ 

'^  And  the  watchmen  of  Saul  in  Gibeah  of  Benjamin 
looked ;  and,  behold,  the  multitude  melted  away,  and 
they  went  on  beating  down  07ie  another.  '^  Then  said 
Saul  unto  the  people  that  were  with  him,  Xumber  now, 
and  see  who  is  gone  from  us.  And  when  they  had 
numbered,  behold,  Jonathan  and  his  armourbearer 
icere  not  there.  '^And  Saul  said  unto  Ahiah,  Bring 
hither  the  ark  of  God:  (for  the  ark  of  God  was  at 
that  time  with  the  children  of  Israel.)  '^  And  it  came 
to  pass,  while  Saul  talked  unto  the  priest,  that  the 
*  noise  that  teas  in  the  host  of  the  Philistines  or,  tumidt. 
went  on  and  increased :  and  Saul  said  unto  the  priest. 
Withdraw  thine  hand.  '°And  Saul  and  all  the  people 
that  were  with  him  *  assembled  themselves,  ^^to^S'n'"^ 
and  tliey  came  to  the  battle :  and,  behold,  every  man's 
sword  was  against  his  fellow,  and  there  teas  a  very 
great  discomfiture.  ''  Moreover,  the  Hebrews  that 
were  with  the  Philistines  before  that  time,  which  went 
up  with  them  into  the  camp  from  the  country  round 
about,  even  they  also  turned  to  be  with  the  Israelites 
that  were  with  Saul  and  Jonathan.  "  Likewise  all 
the  men  of  Israel  which  had  hid  themselves  in  mount 
Ephraim,  when  they  heard  that  the  Philistines  fled, 
even  they  also  followed  hard  after  them  in  the  battle. 
^^  So  the  Lord  saved  Israel  that  day :  and  the  battle 
passed  over  unto  Beth-aven. 

'^And  the  men  of  Israel  were  distressed  that  day: 
for  Saul  had  adjured  the  people,  saying.  Cursed  be 
the  man  that  eateth  any  food  until  evening,  that  I 
may  be  avenged  on  mine  enemies.  So  none  of  tlie 
people  tasted  any  food.  '^And  all  they  of  the  land 
came    to  a  wood ;    and   there  was   honey   upon    the 
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ground.  '^And  when  the  people  were  come  into  the 
wood,  behold,  the  honey  dropped;  but  no  man  put 
his  hand  to  his  mouth :  for  the  people  feared  the  oath. 
^''  But  Jonathan  heard  not  when  his  father  charged 
the  people  with  the  oath :  wherefore  he  put  forth  the 
end  of  the  rod  that  was  in  his  hand,  and  dipped  it 
in  an  honeycomb,  and  put  his  hand  to  his  mouth ; 
and  his  eyes  were  enlightened.  '^  Then  answered  one 
of  the  people,  and  said,  Thy  father  straitly  charged 
the  people  with  an  oath,  saying.  Cursed  he  that  man 
that  eateth  any  food  this  day.  And  the  people  were 
*  faint.  '^  Then  said  Jonathan,  M}^  father  hath  ov,^veary. 
troubled  the  land:  see,  I  pray  you,  how  mine  eyes 
have  been  enlightened,  because  I  tasted  a  little  of 
this  honey.  ^°  flow  much  more,  if  haply  the  people 
had  eaten  freely  to  day  of  the  spoil  of  their  enemies 
which  they  found  ?  for  had  there  not  been  now  a 
much  greater  slaughter  among  the  Philistines?  ^' And 
they  smote  the  Philistines  that  day  from  Michmash  to 
Aijalon :  and  the  people  were  very  faint. 

^'And  the  people  flew  upon  the  spoil,  and  took  sheep, 
and  oxen,  and  calves,  and  slew  tliem  on  the  ground : 
and  the  people  did  eat  them  with  the  blood.  ^^  Then 
they  told  Saul,  saying.  Behold,  the  people  sin  against 
the  Lord,  in  that  they  eat  with  the  blood.  And  he 
said,  Ye  have  *  transgressed  :  roll  a  great  fr?Jjherouliy. 
stone  unto  me  this  day.  ^"^And  Saul  said.  Disperse 
yourselves  among  the  people,  and  say  unto  them. 
Bring  me  hither  every  man  his  ox,  and  every  man 
his  sheep,  and  slay  them  here,  and  eat :  and  sin  not 
against  the  Lord  in  eating  with  the  blood.  And  all 
the  people  brought  every  man  his  ox  *with  ^t;,S.*'* 
him  that  night,  and  slew  them  there.  ^^And  Saul 
built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  :  *the  same  ,?,!;;wlf  S'/ioS! 
was  the  first  altar  that  he  built  unto  the  Lord. 


1     SAMUEL,    XIV.  33 

^^And  Saul  said,  Let  us  go  down  after  the  Philis- 
tines by  night,  and  spoil  them  until  the  morning 
light,  and  let  us  not  leave  a  man  of  them.  And  they 
said.  Do  whatsoever  seemeth  good  unto  thee.  Then 
said  the  priest.  Let  us  draw  near  hither  unto  God. 
"And  Saul  asked  counsel  of  God,  Shall  I  go  down 
after  the  Philistines?  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  the 
hand  of  Israel?  But  he  answered  him  not  that  day. 
^^And  Saul  said,  Draw  ye  near  hither,  all  the 
*  chief  of  the  people:  and  know  and  see  ^eh.  comers. 
wherein  this  sin  hath  been  this  day.  '^For,  as  the 
Lord  liveth,  which  saveth  Israel,  though  it  be  in 
Jonathan  my  son,  he  shall  surely  die.  But  there  ivas 
not  a  man  among  all  the  people  that  answered  him. 
^"^  Then  said  he  unto  all  Israel,  Be  ye  on  one  side, 
and  I  and  Jonathan  my  son  will  be  on  the  other  side. 
And  the  people  said  unto  Saul,  Do  what  seemeth 
good  unto  thee.  "^^  Therefore  Saul  said  unto  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  *Give  a  perfect  lot.  And  Saul  ""l^HZt 
and  Jonathan  were  taken :  but  the  people  *  es-  ^foJk"* 
caped.  '•'And  Saul  said.  Cast  lots  between  me  and 
Jonathan  my  son.     And  Jonathan  Avas  taken. 

"^^  Then  Saul  said  to  Jonathan,  Tell  me  what  thou 
hast  done.  And  Jonathan  told  him,  and  said,  I  did 
but  taste  a  little  honey  with  the  end  of  the  rod  that 
was  in  mine  hand,  and.,  lo,  I  must  die.  '^'^And  Saul 
answered,  God  do  so  and  more  also:  for  thou  shalt 
surely  die,  Jonathan.  ^^And  the  people  said  unto 
Saul,  Shall  Jonathan  die,  who  hath  wrought  this  great 
salvation  in  Israel?  God  forbid:  as  the  Lord  liveth, 
there  shall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the  ground ; 
for  he  hath  wrought  with  God  this  day.  So  the  people 
rescued  Jonathan,  that  he  died  not.  "^^  Then  Saul 
went  up  from  following  the  Philistines :  and  the  Phi- 
listines went  to  their  own  place. 

r.  4. 
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^''  So  Saul  took  the  kingdom  over  Israel,  and  fought 
against  all  his  enemies  on  every  side,  against  Moab, 
and  against  the  children  of  Amnion,  and  against  Edom, 
and  against  the  kings  of  Zobah,  and  against  the  Phi- 
listines :  and  whithersoever  he  turned  himself,  he 
vexed  them.  ''And  he  *gathered  an  host,  and  ^l;,i^Zit 
smote  the  Amalekites,  and  dehvered  Israel  out  of  the 
hands  of  them  that  spoiled  them. 

'^^  Now  the  sons  of  Saul  were  Jonathan,  and  Ishui, 
and  Melchi-shua :  and  the  names  of  his  two  daughters 
were  these ;  the  name  of  the  firstborn  Merab,  and  the 
name  of  the  younger  Michal:  ^°and  the  name  of  Saul's 
wife  was  Ahinoam,  the  daughter  of  Ahimaaz:  and  the 
name  of  the  captain  of  his  host  teas  *Abner,  ^^h.Ahiner. 
the  son  of  Ner,  Saul's  uncle.  ^'And  Kish  was  the 
father  of  Saul ;  and  Ner  the  father  of  Abner  was  the 
son  of  Abiel.  ^^And  there  was  sore  war  against  the 
Philistines  all  the  days  of  Saul :  and  when  Saul  saw 
any  strong  man,  or  any  valiant  man,  he  took  him 
unto  him. 

XY.  Samuel  also  said  unto  Saul,  The  Lord  sent 
me  to  anoint  thee  to  he  king  over  his  people,  over 
Israel :  now  therefore  hearken  thou  unto  the  voice 
of  the  words  of  the  Lord.  ''  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  I  remember  that  which  Amalek  did  to  Israel, 
how  he  laid  wait  for  him  in  the  way,  when  he  came 
up  from  Egypt.  ^  Now  go  and  smite  Amalek,  and 
utterly  destroy  all  that  they  have,  and  spare  them 
not ;  but  slay  both  man  and  woman,  infant  and  suck- 
ling, ox  and  sheep,  camel  and  ass. 

"^And  Saul  gathered  the  people  together,  and  num- 
bered them  in  Telaim,  two  hundred  thousand  footmen, 
and  ten  thousand  men  of  Judah.  ^  And  Saul  came  to 
a  city  of  Amalek,  and  *laid  wait  in  the  valley,  or, /ought. 
^And  Saul  said  unto  the  Kenites,  Go,  depart,  get  you 
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down  from  among  the  Amalekites,  lest  I  destroy  you 
with  them :  for  ye  shewed  kindness  to  all  the  children 
of  Israel,  when  they  came  up  out  of  Egypt.  So  the 
Kenites  departed  from  among  the  Amalekites.  ''And 
Saul  smote  the  Amalekites  from  Havilah  until  thou 
comest  to  Shur,  that  is  over  against  Egypt.  ^And 
he  took  Agag  the  king  of  the  Amalekites  alive,  and 
utterly  destroyed  all  the  people  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword.  ^  But  Saul  and  the  people  spared  Agag,  and 
the  best  of  the  sheep,  and  of  the  oxen,  and  *of  fel'ondJrt. 
the  fatlings,  and  the  lambs,  and  all  that  was  good, 
and  would  not  utterly  destroy  them :  but  every  thing 
that  was  vile  and  refuse,  that  they  destroyed  utterly. 

'°  Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Samuel, 
saying,  "  It  repenteth  me  that  I  have  set  up  Saul  to 
he  king :  for  he  is  turned  back  from  following  me,  and 
hath  not  performed  my  commandments.  And  it  grieved 
Samuel;  and  he  cried  unto  the  Lord  all  night.  ''And 
when  Samuel  rose  early  to  meet  Saul  in  the  morning, 
it  was  told  Samuel,  saying,  Saul  came  to  Carmel,  and, 
behold,  he  set  him  up  a  place,  and  is  gone  about,  and 
passed  on,  and  gone  down  to  Gilgal. 

'^And  Samuel  came  to  Saul:  and  Saul  said  unto 
him.  Blessed  he  thou  of  the  Lord  :  I  have  performed 
the  commandment  of  the  Lord.  '"^And  Samuel  said. 
What  meaneth  then  this  bleating  of  the  sheep  in  mine 
ears,  and  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear?  '^And 
Saul  said.  They  have  brought  them  from  the  Amale- 
kites :  for  the  people  spared  the  best  of  the  sheep  and 
of  the  oxen,  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God ;  and 
the  rest  we  have  utterly  destroyed.  '^  Then  Samuel, 
said  unto  Saul,  Stay,  and  I  will  tell  thee  what  the 
Lord  hath  said  to  me  this  night.  And  he  said  unto 
him,  Say  on. 

'^And  Samuel  said,  When  thou  wast  Httle  in  thine 
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own  sight,  ivast  thou  not  made  the  head  of  the  tribes 
of  Israel,  and  the  Lord  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel  ? 
'^And  the  Lord  sent  thee  on  a  journey,  and  said,  Go 
and  utterly  destroy  the  sinners  the  Amalekites,  and 
fight  against  them  until  *they  be  consumed.  ^fume^Sem'!' 
'^Wherefore  then  didst  thou  not  obey  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  but  didst  fly  upon  the  spoil,  and  didst  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord?  '°And  Saul  said  unto  Samuel, 
Yea,  I  have  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  have 
gone  the  way  which  the  Lord  sent  me,  and  have 
brought  Agag  the  king  of  Amalek,  and  have  utterly 
destroyed  the  Amalekites.  ^'  But  the  people  took  of 
the  spoil,  sheep  and  oxen,  the  chief  of  the  things 
which  should  have  been  utterly  destroyed,  to  sacrifice 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God  in  Gilgal. 

"And  Samuel  said.  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight 
in  burnt  offerings  and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the 
voice  of  the  Lord?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than 
sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams.  ^^  For 
rebellion  is  as  the  sin  of  *  witchcraft,  and  stub-  ^t!di^!' 
bornness  is  as  iniquity  and  idolatry.  Because  thou 
hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord,  he  hath  also 
rejected  thee  from  being  king. 

'''^And  Saul  said  unto  Samuel,  I  have  sinned:  for  I 
have  transgressed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and 
thy  words :  because  I  feared  the  people,  and  obeyed 
their  voice.  ^'^  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  pardon  my 
sin,  and  turn  again  with  me,  that  I  may  worship  the 
Lord.  ^^  And  Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  I  will  not  return 
with  thee :  for  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Lord  hath  rejected  thee  from  being  king  over 
Israel.  '^  And  as  Samuel  turned  about  to  go  away,  he 
laid  hold  upon  the  skirt  of  his  mantle,  and  it  rent. 
'^And  Samuel  said  unto  him.  The  Lord  hath  rent  the 
kingdom  of  Israel  from  thee  this  day,  and  hath  given 
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it  to  a  neighbour  of  thine  that  is  better  than  thou. 
^^And  also  the  *  Strength  of  Israel  will  not  lie  ^or,S:S' 
nor  repent :  for  he  is  not  a  man,  that  he  should  repent. 
""Then  he  said,  I  have  sinned:  yet  honour  me  now, 
I  pray  thee,  before  the  elders  of  my  people,  and  before 
Israel,  and  turn  again  with  me,  that  I  may  worship 
the  Lord  thy  God. 

^'  So  Samuel  turned  again  after  Saul;  and  Saul  wor- 
shipped the  Lord. 

^'Then  said  Samuel,  Bring  ye  hither  to  me  Agag 
the  king  of  the  Amalekites.  And  Agag  came  unto 
him  delicately.  And  Agag  said.  Surely  the  bitterness 
of  death  is  past.  ^^And  Samuel  said,  As  thy  sword 
hath  made  women  childless,  so  shall  thy  mother  be 
childless  among  women.  And  Samuel  hewed  Agag  in 
pieces  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal. 

^^  Then  Samuel  went  to  Ramah ;  and  Saul  went  up 
to  his  house  to  Gibeah  of  Saul.  ^'And  Samuel  came 
no  more  to  see  Saul  until  the  day  of  his  death :  never- 
theless Samuel  mourned  for  Saul:  and  the  Lord 
repented  that  he  had  made  Saul  king  over  Israel. 

XVI.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  How  long 
wilt  thou  mourn  for  Saul,  seeing  I  have  rejected  him 
from  reigning  over  Israel?  fill  thine  horn  with  oil, 
and  go,  I  will  send  thee  to  Jesse  the  Beth-lehemite : 
for  I  have  provided  me  a  king  among  his  sons.  ^  And 
Samuel  said.  How  can  I  go?  if  Saul  hear  zV,  he  will 
kill  me.  And  the  Lord  said,  Take  an  heifer  *with 
thee,  and  say,  I  am  come  to  sacrifice  to  the  ^^  wf^"'^ 
Lord.  ^And  call  Jesse  to  the  sacrifice,  and  I  will 
shew  thee  what  thou  shalt  do :  and  thou  shaft  anoint 
unto  me  him  whom  I  name  unto  thee. 

"^And  Samuel  did  that  which  the  Lord  spake,  and 
came  to  Beth-lehem.  And  the  elders  of  the  town 
trembled  at  his  *  coming,  and  said,   Comest  B.eh.  meeting. 
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thou  peaceably  ?  ^  And  he  said,  Peaceably :  I  am  come 
to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  :  sanctify  yourselves,  and 
come  with  me  to  the  sacrifice.  And  he  sanctified 
Jesse  and  his  sons,  and  called  them  to  the  sacrifice. 

^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come,  that  he 
looked  on  Eliab,  and  said.  Surely  the  Lord's  anointed 
is  before  him.  ^  But  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Look 
not  on  his  countenance,  or  on  the  height  of  his  sta- 
ture ;  because  I  have  refused  him:  for  the  LORD 
seeth  not  as  man  seeth ;  for  man  looketh  on  the 
*  outward  appearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  Heb.ey^s. 
the  heart.  *Then  Jesse  called  Abinadab,  and  made 
him  pass  before  Samuel.  And  he  said.  Neither  hath 
the  Lord  chosen  this.  ^Then  Jesse  made  Shammah 
to  pass  by.  And  he  said.  Neither  hath  the  Lord 
chosen  this.  '°  Again,  Jesse  made  seven  of  his  sons  to 
pass  before  Samuel.  And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse, 
The  Lord  hath  not  chosen  these. 

"And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  Are  here  dMthy  chil- 
dren ?  And  he  said.  There  remaineth  yet  the  youngest, 
and,  behold,  he  keepeth  the  sheep.  And  Samuel  said 
unto  Jesse,  Send  and  fetch  him :  for  we  will  not  sit 
*down  till  he  come  hither.  '"And  he  sent,  and  ^.eh. round. 
brought  him  in.  Now  he  icas  ruddy,  and  withal  *of  a 
beautiful  countenance,  and  goodly  to  look  to.  ^o/efef!" 
And  the  Lord  said.  Arise,  anoint  him:  for  this  is  he. 
'^  Then  Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed  him 
in  the  midst  of  his  brethren :  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  came  upon  David  from  that  day  forward.  So 
Samuel  rose  up,  and  went  to  Ramah. 

'"^But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from  Saul, 
and  an  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  *  troubled  or, /err//?^^. 
him.  '^  And  Saul's  servants  said  unto  him,  Behold  now, 
an  evil  spirit  from  God  troubleth  thee.  '^Let  our  lord 
now  command  thy  servants  which  are  before  thee,  to 
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seek  out  a  man  icho  is  a  cunning  player  on  an  harp : 
and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  from 
God  is  upon  thee,  that  he  shall  play  with  his  hand,  and 
thou  shalt  be  well.  '^And  Saul  said  unto  his  ser- 
vants, Provide  me  now  a  man  that  can  play  well,  and 
bring  him  to  me.  '^Then  answered  one  of  the  servants, 
and  said.  Behold,  I  have  seen  a  son  of  Jesse  the  Beth- 
lehemite,  tliat  is  cunning  in  playing,  and  a  mighty 
valiant  man,  and  a  man  of  war,  and  prudent  in 
*matters,  and  a  comely  person,  and  the  Lord  ov, speech, 
is  with  him.  '^Wherefore  Saul  sent  messengers  unto 
Jesse,  and  said,  Send  me  David  thy  son,  which  is  with 
the  sheep.  '"And  Jesse  took  an  ass  ladeii  with  bread, 
and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  a  kid,  and  sent  them  by  David 
his  son  unto  Saul.  '''And  David  came  to  Saul,  and 
stood  before  him :  and  he  loved  him  greatly ;  and  he 
became  his  armourbearer.  "And  Saul  sent  to  Jesse, 
saying.  Let  David,  I  pray  thee,  stand  before  me ;  for 
he  hath  found  favour  in  my  sight.  ''^  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  from  God  was  upon  Saul,  that 
David  took  an  harp,  and  played  with  his  hand :  so 
Saul  was  refreshed,  and  was  well,  and  the  evil  spirit 
departed  from  him. 

XYIL  Kow  the  Philistines  gathered  together  their 
armies  to  battle,  and  were  gathered  together  at  Shochoh, 
which  helongeth  to  Judah,  and  pitched  between  Shochoh 
and  Azekah,  in  *Ephes-dammim.  'And  Saul  %'Bammhn. 
and  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered  together,  and 
pitched  by  the  valley  of  Elah,  and  *set  the  ^ttZT^ 
l3attle  in  array  against  the  Philistines.  ^And  the  Phi- 
listines stood  on  a  mountain  on  the  one  side,  and 
Israel  stood  on  a  mountain  on  the  other  side :  and 
there  ivas  a  valley  between  them. 

'^And  there  went  out  a  champion  out  of  the  camp  of 
the  Philistines,  named  Goliath,  of  Gath,  whose  height 
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ivas  six  cubits  and  a  span.  ^  And  he  had  an  helmet  of 
brass  upon  his  head,  and  he  was  *  armed  with  B.eh.  cMhed. 
a  coat  of  mail ;  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was  five 
thousand  shekels  of  brass.  '^And  he  had  greaves  of 
brass  upon  his  legs,  and  a  *  target  of  brass  be-  or,  gorget. 
tween  his  shoulders.  ^And  the  staif  of  his  spear  was 
like  a  Aveaver's  beam ;  and  his  spear's  head  iveighed  six 
hundred  shekels  of  iron:  and  one  bearing  a  shield 
went  before  him.  ^And  he  stood  and  cried  unto  the 
armies  of  Israel,  and  said  unto  them,  AYhy  are  ye  come 
out  to  set  your  battle  in  array?  am  not  1  a  Philistine, 
and  ye  servants  to  Saul?  choose  you  a  man  for  you, 
and  let  him  come  down  to  me.  ^If  he  be  able  to  hght 
with  me,  and  to  kill  me,  then  will  we  be  3^our  servants : 
but  if  I  prevail  against  him,  and  kill  him,  then  shall 
ye  be  our  servants,  and  serve  us.  '"And  the  Philistine 
said,  I  defy  the  armies  of  Israel  this  day ;  give  me  a 
man,  that  we  may  fight  together.  "  AVhen  Saul  and  all 
Israel  heard  those  words  of  the  Philistine,  they  were 
dismayed,  and  greatly  afraid. 

'"Now  David  ivas  the  son  of  that  Ephrathite  of 
Beth-lehem-judah,  whose  name  was  Jesse;  and  he  had 
eight  sons :  and  the  man  went  among  men  for  an  old 
man  in  the  days  of  Saul.  '^And  the  three  eldest  sons 
of  Jesse  went  and  followed  Saul  to  tlie  battle  :  and  the 
names  of  his  three  sons  that  went  to  the  battle  were 
Eliab  the  firstborn,  and  next  unto  him  Abinadab,  and 
the  third  Shammah.  ''And  David  lijas  the  youngest: 
and  the  three  eldest  followed  Saul.  '^But  David  went 
and  returned  from  Saul  to  feed  his  father's  sheep  at 
Beth-lehem.  '"And  the  Philistine  drew  near  morning 
and  evening,  and  presented  himself  forty  days. 

''And  Jesse  said  unto  David  his  son.  Take  now 
for  thy  brethren  an  ephah  of  this  parched  corn^  and 
these  ten  loaves,  and  run  to  the  camp  to  thy  brethren; 
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'^and  carry  these  ten  *  cheeses  unto  the  'B.eh.  cheeses  of  muk. 
*  captain  of  their  thousand,  and  look  how  thy  ^ftZ'!ald!'-^ 
brethren  fare,  and  take  their  pledge. 

'^Kow  Saul,  and  they,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel, 
were  in  the  valley  of  Elah,  fighting  with  the  Philistines. 
'"And  David  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  left  the 
sheep  with  a  keeper,  and  took,  and  went,  as  Jesse  had 
commanded  him;  and  he  came  to  the  *  trench,  ^u^J'al^Zgl. 
as  the  host  was  going  forth  to  the  *  fight,  ?;.v^f  y-?;& 
and  shouted  for  the  battle.  "For  Israel  and  the  Phi- 
listines had  put  the  battle  in  array,  army  against  army. 
"And  David  left  *his  carriage  in  the  hand  of  J;,t; ^?;oXi! 
the  keeper  of  the  carriage,  and  ran  into  the  army,  and 
came  and  *  saluted  his  brethren.  '^And  as  brethren  of  leL. 
he  talked  with  them,  behold,  there  came  up  the  cham- 
pion, the  Philistine  of  Gath,  Goliath  by  name,  out  of 
the  armies  of  the  Philistines,  and  spake  according  to 
the  same  words:  and  David  heard  them.  '"^And  all  the 
men  of  Israel,  when  they  saw  the  man,  fled  *from  him, 
and  were  sore  afraid.  ^^^/£r'"^ 

'•^  And  the  men  of  Israel  said.  Have  ye  seen  this  man 
that  is  come  up  ?  surely  to  defy  Israel  is  he  come  up : 
and  it  shall  be,  that  the  man  who  killeth  him,  the  king 
will  enrich  him  with  great  riches,  and  will  give  him  his 
daughter,  and  make  his  father's  house  free  in  Israel. 

'^And  David  spake  to  the  men  that  stood  by  him, 
saying.  What  shall  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  this 
Philistine,  and  taketh  away  the  reproach  from  Israel? 
for  who  is  this  uncircumcised  Philistine,  that  he  should 
defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God?  '^And  the  people 
answered  him  after  this  manner,  saying.  So  shall  it  be 
done  to  the  man  that  killeth  him. 

'^  And  Eliab  his  eldest  brother  heard  when  he  spake 
unto  the  men;  and  Eliab's  an^rer  was  kindled  ao^ainst 
David,  and  he  said,  Why  camest  thou  down  hither? 
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and  with  whom  hast  thou  left  those  few  sheep  in  the 
wilderness?  I  know  thy  pride,  and  the  naughtiness  of 
thine  heart ;  for  thou  art  come  down  that  thou  mightest 
see  the  battle.  '^And  David  said,  What  have  I  now 
done?  Is  there  not  a  cause?  ^°And  he  turned  from 
him  toward  another,  and  spake  after  the  same  *  manner : 
and  the  people  answered  him  again  after  the  ueh.uord. 
former  manner. 

^'And  when  the  words  were  heard  which  David 
spake,  they  rehearsed  them  before  Saul:  and  he  *sent 
for  him.  ^*  And  David  said  to  Saul,  Let  no  man's  ^ t/J."  ^ 
heart  fail  because  of  him;  thy  servant  will  go  and 
light  with  this  Philistine.  ^^And  Saul  said  to  David, 
Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against  this  Philistine  to  fight 
with  him :  for  thou  a7^t  but  a  youth,  and  he  a  man  of 
war  from  his  youth.  ^^  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  Thy 
servant  kept  his  father's  sheep,  and  there  came  a  lion, 
and  a  bear,  and  took  a  *lamb  out  of  the  flock:  or.kid. 
^^and  I  went  out  after  him,  and  smote  him,  and  de- 
livered it  out  of  his  mouth :  and  when  he  arose  against 
me,  I  caught  him  by  his  beard,  and  smote  him,  and 
slew  him.  ^^Thy  servant  slew  both  the  lion  and  the 
bear:  and  this  uncircumcised  Philistine  shall  be  as 
one  of  them,  seeing  he  hath  defied  the  armies  of  the 
living  God.  "David  said  moreover.  The  Lord  that 
delivered  me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of 
the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will  deliver  me  out  of  the 
hand  of  this  Philistine.  And  Saul  said  unto  David, 
Go,  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee. 

^'And  Saul  *  armed  David  with  his  ar-  ^S/If^i?;:"' 
mour,  and  he  put  an  helmet  of  brass  upon  his  head ; 
also  he  armed  him  with  a  coat  of  mail.  ^' And  David 
girded  his  sword  upon  his  armour,  and  he  assayed 
to  go;  for  he  had  not  proved  it.  And  David  said 
unto  Saul,  I  cannot  go  with  these;  for  I  have  not 
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proved  them.  And  David  put  them  oiF  him.  '^''And 
he  took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  chose  him  five  smooth 
stones  out  of  the  *  brook,  and  put  them  in  a  OT,vaiiey. 
shepherd's  *  bag  which  he  had,  even  in  a  scrip;  ^eh.  vessel. 
and  his  sling  teas  in  his  hand:  and  he  drew  near  to 
the  Philistine. 

'^'And  the  Philistine  came  on  and  drew  near  unto 
David;  and  the  man  that  bare  the  shield  loenth^fovQ 
him.  "^'And  when  the  Philistine  looked  about,  and 
saw  David,  he  disdained  him :  for  he  was  hut  a  vouth, 
and  ruddy,  and  of  a  fair  countenance.  '^Wnd  the 
Philistine  said  unto  David,  Am  I  a  dog,  that  thou 
comest  to  me  with  staves?  And  the  Philistine  cursed 
David  by  his  gods.  '^'^And  the  Philistine  said  to  David, 
Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give  thy  flesh  unto  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field. 

"^^  Then  said  David  to  the  Philistine,  Thou  comest 
to  me  with  a  sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a 
shield :  but  I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Loed 
of  hosts,  the  God  of  the  armies  of  Israel,  whom  thou 
hast  defied.  ''  This  day  will  the  Lord  *  deliver  S';v;'"' 
thee  into  mine  hand ;  and  I  will  smite  thee,  and  take 
thine  head  from  thee;  and  I  will  give  the  carcases  of 
the  host  of  the  Philistines  this  day  unto  the  fowls  of 
the  air,  and  to  the  wild  beasts  of  the  earth ;  that  all 
the  earth  may  know  that  there  is  a  God  in  Israel. 
"^^And  all  this  assembly  shall  know  that  the  Lord 
saveth  not  with  sword  and  spear :  for  the  battle  is  the 
Lord's,  and  he  will  give  you  into  our  hands. 

'^^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Philistine  arose, 
and  came  and  drew  nigh  to  meet  David,  that  David 
hasted,  and  ran  toward  the  army  to  meet  the  Philis- 
tine. "^And  David  put  his  hand  in  his  bag,  and  took 
thence  a  stone,  and  slang  ?V,  and  smote  the  Philistine 
in  his  forehead,  that  the  stone  sunk  into  his  forehead ; 
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and  he  fell  upon  his  face  to  the  earth.  ^°  So  David 
prevailed  over  the  Philistine  with  a  sling  and  with  a 
stone,  and  smote  the  Philistine,  and  slew  him;  but 
there  was  no  sword  in  the  hand  of  David.  ^'  Therefore 
David  ran,  and  stood  upon  the  Philistine,  and  took 
his  sword,  and  drew  it  out  of  the  sheath  thereof,  and 
slew  him,  and  cut  off  his  head  therewith. 

And  when  the  Philistines  saw  their  champion  was 
dead,  they  fled.  ^'And  the  men  of  Israel  and  of  Judah 
arose,  and  shouted,  and  pursued  the  Philistines,  until 
thou  come  to  the  valley,  and  to  the  gates  of  Ekron. 
And  the  wounded  of  the  Philistines  fell  down  by  the 
way  to  Shaaraim,  even  unto  Gath,  and  unto  Ekron. 
"And  the  children  of  Israel  returned  from  chasing 
after  the  Philistines,  and  they  spoiled  their  tents. 
^^And  David  took  the  head  of  the  Phihstine,  and 
brought  it  to  Jerusalem;  but  he  put  his  armour  in 
his  tent. 

"  And  when  Saul  saw  David  go  forth  against  the 
Philistine,  he  said  unto  Abner,  the  captain  of  the  host, 
Abner,  whose  son  is  this  youth?  And  Abner  said. 
As  thy  soul  liveth,  0  king,  I  cannot  tell.  ^^And  the 
king  said.  Enquire  thou  whose  son  the  stripling  is. 
"And  as  David  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the 
Philistine,  Abner  took  him,  and  brought  him  before 
Saul  with  the  head  of  the  Philistine  in  his  hand. 
^^And  Saul  said  to  him.  Whose  son  ar^  thou,  thou 
young  man?  And  David  answered,  /  am  the  son  of 
thy  servant  Jesse  the  Beth-lehemite. 

XA^III.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  had  made 
an  end  of  speaking  unto  Saul,  that  the  soul  of  Jona- 
than was  knit  with  the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan 
loved  him  as  his  own  soul.  'And  Saul  took  him  that 
day,  and  would  let  him  go  no  more  home  to  his  father's 
house.     ^  Then  Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant, 
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because  he  loved  him  as  his  own  soul.  "^And  Jona- 
than stripped  himself  of  the  robe  that  teas  upon  him, 
and  gave  it  to  David,  and  his  garments,  even  to  his 
sword,  and  to  his  bow,  and  to  his  girdle. 

^And  David  went  out  whithersoever  Saul  sent  him, 
and  *  behaved  himself  wisely :  and  Saul  set  ov,  prospered. 
him  over  the  men  of  war,  and  he  was  accepted  in  the 
sight  of  all  the  people,  and  also  in  the  sight  of  Saul's 
servants. 

^And  it  came  to  pass  as  they  came,  when  David 
was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  *Philis-  ^^'Zlf!'' 
tine,  that  the  women  came  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Israel, 
singing  and  dancing,  to  meet  king  Saul,  with  tabrets, 
with  joy,  and  with  instruments  of  musick.  ^^VJlZmlntl'.^"'^ 
^And  the  women  answered  one  another  as  they  played, 
and  said,  Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David  his 
ten  thousands.  ^And  Saul  was  very  wroth,  and  the 
saying  *  displeased  him;  and  he  said.  They  ^uiSVye^!^ 
have  ascribed  unto  David  ten  thousands,  and  to  me 
they  have  ascribed  but  thousands:  and  what  can  he 
have  more  but  the  kingdom?  ^And  Saul  eyed  David 
from  that  day  and  forward. 

'°And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  the  evil 
spirit  from  God  came  upon  Saul,  and  he  prophesied 
in  the  midst  of  the  house :  and  David  played  with  his 
hand,  as  at  other  times :  and  there  was  a  javelin  in 
Saul's  hand.  "And  Saul  cast  tlie  javelin;  for  he  said, 
I  will  smite  David  even  to  the  wall  luith  it.  And 
David  avoided  out  of  his  presence  twice. 

'"And  Saul  was  afraid  of  David,  because  the  Lord 
was  with  him,  and  was  departed  from  Saul.  '^  There- 
fore Saul  removed  him  from  him,  and  made  him  his 
captain  over  a  thousand;  and  he  went  out  and  came 
in  before  the  people.  ''^And  David  *  behaved  ov,  prospered, 
himself  wisely  in  all  his  ways;  and  the  Lord  was  with 
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him.  '^Wherefore  when  Saul  saw  that  he  behaved 
himself  very  wisely,  he  was  afraid  of  him.  '^  But  all 
Israel  and  Judah  loved  David,  because  he  went  out 
and  came  in  before  them. 

'^And  Saul  said  to  David,  Behold  my  elder  daugh- 
ter Merab,  her  will  I  give  tliee  to  wife :  only  be  thou 
*  valiant  for  me,  and  fight  the  Lord's  battles.  ^'^17"^ 
For  Saul  said.  Let  not  mine  hand  be  upon  him,  but 
let  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  be  upon  him.  '^And 
David  said  unto  Saul,  Who  am  I?  and  what  is  my 
life,  or  my  father's  family  in  Israel,  that  I  should  be 
son  in  law  to  the  king?  '^  But  it  came  to  pass  at  the 
time  when  Merab  Saul's  daughter  should  have  been 
given  to  David,  that  she  was  given  unto  Adriel  the 
Meholathite  to  wife. 

'°And  Michal  Saul's  daughter  loved  David  :  and 
they  told  Saul,  and  the  thing  *  pleased  him.  ^tu^l^t 
^' And  Saul  said,  I  will  give  him  her,  that  she  may  be  a 
snare  to  him,  and  that  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  may 
be  against  him.  Wherefore  Saul  said  to  David,  Thou 
shalt  this  day  be  my  son  in  law  in  the  one  of  the  twain. 

"And  Saul  commanded  his  servants,  saying^  Com- 
mune with  David  secretly,  and  say.  Behold,  the  king 
hath  delight  in  thee,  and  all  his  servants  love  thee : 
now  therefore  be  the  king's  son  in  law.  '^And  Saul's 
servants  spake  those  words  in  the  ears  of  David.  And 
David  said,  Seemeth  it  to  you  a  light  thing  to  be  a 
king's  son  in  law,  seeing  that  I  am  a  poor  man,  and 
lightly  esteemed  ?  ^^  And  the  servants  of  Saul  told 
him,  saying,  *0n  this  manner  spake  David.  ^]fth^rZrd7. 
^"And  Saul  said.  Thus  shall  ye  say  to  David,  The  king 
desireth  not  any  dowry,  but  an  hundred  foreskins  of 
the  Philistines,  to  be  avenged  of  the  king's  enemies. 
But  Saul  thought  to  make  David  fall  by  the  hand  of 
the  Philistines.     '^And  when  his  servants  told  David 
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these  words,  it  pleased  David  well  to  be  the  king's 
son  in  law:  and  the  days  were  not  "expired,  neh./uijuied. 
'^Wherefore  David  arose  and  went,  he  and  his  men, 
and  slew  of  the  Philistines  two  hundred  men ;  and 
David  brought  their  foreskins,  and  they  gave  them  in 
full  tale  to  the  king,  that  he  might  be  the  king's  son 
in  law.  And  Saul  gave  him  Michal  his  daughter  to 
wife.  '^And  Saul  saw  and  knew  that  the  Lord  was 
with  David,  and  that  Michal  Saul's  daughter  loved 
him.  '^  And  Saul  was  yet  the  more  afraid  of  David ; 
and  Saul  became  David's  enemy  continually.  ^°  Then 
the  princes  of  the  Philistines  went  forth :  and  it  came 
to  pass,  after  they  went  forth,  that  David  behaved  him- 
self more  wisely  than  all  the  servants  of  Saul ;  so  that 
his  name  was  much  *set  by.  ueh.  precious. 

XIX.  And  Saul  spake  to  Jonathan  his  son,  and  to 
all  his  servants,  that  they  should  kill  David.  '  But 
Jonathan  Saul's  son  delighted  much  in  David:  and 
Jonathan  told  David,  saying,  Saul  my  father  seeketh 
to  kill  thee :  now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  take  heed  to 
thyself  until  the  morning,  and  abide  in  a  secret  place, 
and  hide  thyself:  ^and  I  will  go  out  and  stand  beside 
my  father  in  the  field  where  thou  art,  and  I  will  com- 
mune with  my  father  of  thee ;  and  what  I  see,  that  I 
will  tell  thee. 

'^And  Jonathan  spake  good  of  David  unto  Saul  his 
father,  and  said  unto  him.  Let  not  the  king  sin  against 
his  servant,  against  David;  because  he  hath  not  sinned 
against  thee,  and  because  his  works  have  been  to  thee- 
ward  very  good :  ^  for  he  did  put  his  life  in  his  hand, 
and  slew  the  Philistine,  and  the  Lord  wrought  a  great 
salvation  for  all  Israel;  thou  sawest  it,  and  didst  re- 
joice :  wherefore  then  wilt  thou  sin  against  innocent 
blood,  to  slay  David  without  a  cause?  ^And  Saul 
hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  Jonathan :  and  Saul  sware, 
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As  the  Lord  liveth,  he  shall  not  be  slain.  ^And  Jona- 
than called  David,  and  Jonathan  shewed  him  all  those 
things.  And  Jonathan  brought  David  to  Saul,  and 
he  was  in  his  presence,  as  *in  times  past.         ^^/Ai,SS'^"^ 

^And  there  was  war  again:  and  David  went  out, 
and  fought  with  the  Philistines,  and  slew  them  with  a 
great  slaughter;  and  they  fled  from  *him.        Heh.kis/ace. 

^And  the  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  was  upon  Saul, 
as  he  sat  in  his  house  with  his  javelin  in  his  hand : 
and  David  played  with  his  hand.  '°And  Saul  sought 
to  smite  David  even  to  the  wall  with  the  javelin ;  but 
he  slipped  away  out  of  Saul's  presence,  and  he  smote 
the  javelin  into  the  wall :  and  David  fled,  and  escaped 
that  night.  "  Saul  also  sent  messengers  unto  David's 
house,  to  watch  him,  and  to  slay  him  in  the  morning : 
and  Michal  David's  wife  told  him,  saying,  If  thou  save 
not  thy  life  to  night,  to  morrow  thou  shalt  be  slain. 
'''So  Michal  let  David  down  through  a  window:  and 
he  went,  and  fled,  and  escaped.  '^And  Michal  took 
an  *  image,  and  laid  it  in  the  bed,  and  put  a  Heb.  urapMm. 
pillow  of  goats'  hair  for  his  bolster,  and  covered  it 
with  a  cloth.  '"^And  when  Saul  sent  messengers  to 
take  David,  she  said.  He  is  sick.  '^And  Saul  sent  the 
messengers  again  to  see  David,  saying,  Bring  him  up 
to  me  in  the  bed,  that  1  may  slay  him.  '^And  when 
the  messengers  were  come  in,  behold,  there  was  an 
image  in  the  bed,  with  a  pillow  of  goats'  hair  for  his 
bolster.  '^And  Saul  said  unto  Michal,  Why  hast  thou 
deceived  me  so,  and  sent  away  mine  enemy,  that  he 
is  escaped?  And  Michal  answered  Saul,  He  said  unto 
me,  Let  me  go;  why  should  I  kill  thee? 

'^  So  David  fled,  and  escaped,  and  came  to  Samuel 
to  Ramah,  and  told  him  all  that  Saul  had  done  to  him. 
And  he  and  Samuel  went  and  dwelt  in  Naioth.  '^And 
it  was  told  Saul,  saying,  Behold,  David  is  at  Naioth  in 
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Ramali.  ^°And  Saul  sent  messengers  to  take  David: 
and  when  they  saw  the  company  of  the  prophets  prophe- 
sjdng,  and  Samuel  standing  as  appointed  over  them, 
the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon  the  messengers  of  Saul, 
and  they  also  prophesied.  ^'And  when  it  was  told 
Saul,  he  sent  other  messengers,  and  they  prophesied 
likewise.  And  Saul  sent  messengers  again  the  third 
time,  and  they  prophesied  also.  "  Then  went  he  also 
to  Ramah,  and  came  to  a  great  well  that  is  in  Sechu : 
and  he  asked  and  said,  Where  are  Samuel  and  David? 
And  one  said.  Behold,  they  he  at  Naioth  in  Ramah. 
''^And  he  went  thither  to  Naioth  in  Ramah:  and  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  upon  him  also,  and  he  went  on,  and 
prophesied,  until  he  came  to  Naioth  in  Ramah.  "''And 
he  stripped  off  his  clothes  also,  and  prophesied  before 
Samuel  in  like  manner,  and  *lay  down  naked  Heb./^z^. 
all  that  day  and  all  that  night.  Wherefore  they  say, 
Is  Saul  also  among  the  prophets? 

XX.  And  David  tied  from  Naioth  in  Ramah,  and 
came  and  said  before  Jonathan,  What  have  I  done? 
what  is  mine  iniquity?  and  what  is  my  sin  before  thy 
father,  that  he  seeketh  my  life?  ''And  he  said  unto 
him,  God  forbid;  thou  shalt  not  die:  behold,  my 
father  will  do  nothing  either  great  or  small,  but  that 
he  will  *shew  it  me  :  and  why  should  my  ^S,;;"^!'" 
father  hide  this  thing  from  me?  it  is  not  6-6>.  ^And 
David  sware  moreover,  and  said.  Thy  father  certainly 
knoweth  that  I  have  found  grace  in  thine  eyes;  and 
he  saith.  Let  not  Jonathan  knoAV  this,  lest  he  be 
grieved  :  but  truly  as  the  Lokd  liveth,  and  as  thy 
soul  liveth,  there  is  but  a  step  between  me  and  death. 

''  Then  said  Jonathan  unto  David,  *  What-  or,  say  what  is 

%  .  ,         -^  'n'  1  •     ^^'-^  mind,  and  I 

soul    desireth,  1  will  even  do  it  ^^n  do,  s^c. 
c  T  cAiTA'i'T  T  1  Heb.    speaJceth, 

lor  thee.     ^And  David  said  unto  Jonathan,    ox,mnketh. 
Behold,  to  morrow  is  the  new  moon,  and  I  should  not 

F.   5. 
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fail  to  sit  with  the  king  at  meat :  but  let  me  go,  that 
I  may  hide  myself  in  the  field  unto  the  third  day  at 
even.  ^If  thy  father  at  all  miss  me,  then  say,  David 
earnestly  asked  leave  of  me  that  he  might  run  to  Beth- 
lehem his  city:  for  there  is  a  yearly  *  sacrifice  ov,  feast. 
there  for  all  the  family.  ^If  he  say  thus,  It  is  well; 
thy  servant  shall  have  peace :  but  if  he  be  very  wroth, 
then  be  sure  that  evil  is  determined  by  him.  ^There- 
fore thou  shalt  deal  kindly  with  thy  servant ;  for  thou 
hast  brought  thy  servant  into  a  covenant  of  the  Lord 
with  thee  :  notwithstanding,  if  there  be  in  me  iniquity, 
slay  me  thyself;  for  why  shouldest  thou  bring  me  to 
thy  father?  ^  And  Jonathan  said.  Far  be  it  from  thee : 
for  if  I  knew  certainly  that  evil  were  determined  by 
my  father  to  come  upon  thee,  then  would  not  I  tell 
it  thee?  '""Then  said  David  to  Jonathan,  Who  shall 
tell  me?  or  what  if  thy  father  answer  thee  roughly? 
"And  Jonathan  said  unto  David,  Come,  and  let  us  go 
out  into  the  field.  And  they  went  out  both  of  them 
into  the  field. 

'^And  Jonathan  said  unto  David,  0  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  when  I  have  *  sounded  my  father  neh.  searched. 
about  to  morrow  any  time,  or  the  third  day.,  and, 
behold,  if  there  be  good  toward  David,  and  I  then 
send  not  unto  thee,  and  *shew  it  thee;  'Hhe  ^tM,ZT" 
Lord  do  so  and  much  more  to  Jonathan :  but  if  it 
please  my  father  to  do  thee  evil,  then  I  will  shew 
it  thee,  and  send  thee  away,  that  thou  mayest  go  in 
peace:  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee,  as  he  hath  been 
with  my  father.  '"^And  thou  shalt  not  only  while 
yet  I  live  shew  me  the  kindness  of  the  Lord,  that 
1  die  not:  '^but  also  thou  shalt  not  cut  off  thy  kind- 
ness from  my  house  for  ever :  no,  not  when  the  Lord 
hath  cut  off  the  enemies  of  David  every  one  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.     '^So  Jonathan  *niade  a  cove-  B.eh.cut. 
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nant  with  the  house  of  David,  saying^  Let  the  Lord 
even  require  it  at  the  hand  of  David's  enemies.  '^  And 
Jonathan  caused  David  to  swear  again,  *be-  ^^tCthb!!! 
cause  he  loved  him :  for  he  loved  him  as  he  loved  his 
own  soul. 

'^Then  Jonathan  said  to  David,  To  morrow  is  the 
new  moon :  and  thou  shalt  be  missed,  because  thy  seat 
will  be  *  empty.  ''And  ivlien  thou  hast  stayed  ^eh.  missed. 
three  days,  then  thou  shalt  go  down  *  quickly,  Heb^'^S^' 
and  come  to  the  place  where  thou  didst  hide  thyself 
*when  the  business  was  in  hand^  and  shalt  ^f)iti!Xtsl 
remain  by  the  stone  *Ezel.  '°And  I  ^Yill  ^^f.t^.'"^^^ 
shoot  three  arrows  on  the  side  titer eof^  as  thougli  I 
shot  at  a  mark.  '''And,  behold,  I  will  send  a  lad, 
saying^  Go,  find  out  the  arrows.  If  I  expressly  say 
unto  the  lad.  Behold,  the  arrows  are  on  this  side 
of  thee,  take  them  ;  then  come  thou :  for  there  is 
peace  to  thee,  and  *no  hurt;  as  the  Lord  ^'^^"^^^''^ 
liveth.  "But  if  I  say  thus  unto  the  young  man, 
Behold,  the  arrows  are  beyond  thee  ;  go  thy  way : 
for  the  Lord  hath  sent  thee  away.  ^^And  as  touching 
the  matter  which  thou  and  I  have  spoken  of,  behold, 
the  Lord  he  between  thee  and  me  for  ever. 

^^  So  David  hid  himself  in  the  field :  and  when  the 
new  moon  was  come,  the  king  sat  him  down  to  eat 
meat.  ^^And  the  king  sat  upon  his  seat,  as  at  other 
times,  even  upon  a  seat  by  the  wall:  and  Jonathan 
arose,  and  Abner  sat  by  Saul's  side,  and  David's  place 
was  empty.  ^^Nevertheless  Saul  spake  not  any  thing 
that  day:  for  he  thought.  Something  hath  befallen 
him,  he  is  not  clean;  surely  he  is  not  clean. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  which  icas 
the  second  clay  of  the  month,  that  David's  place  was 
empty :  and  Saul  said  unto  Jonathan  his  son,  Where- 
fore Cometh  not  the  son  of  Jesse  to  meat,  neither  yes- 
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terday,  nor  to  day?  *^And  Jonathan  answered  Saul, 
David  earnestly  asked  leave  of  me  to  go  to  Betli-lelieni : 
''^and  he  said,  Let  me  go,  I  pray  thee;  for  our  family 
hath  a  sacrifice  in  the  city ;  and  my  brother,  he  hath 
commanded  me  to  he  there :  and  now,  if  I  have  found 
favour  in  thine  eyes,  let  me  get  away,  I  pray  thee, 
and  see  my  brethren.  Therefore  he  cometh  not  unto 
the  king's  table. 

^°Then  Saul's  ano:er  was  kindled  ao^ainst  Jonathan, 
and  he  said  unto  him,  *Thou  son  of  ^eh^lZlfilZZ^feheiuon. 
the  perverse  rebellious  woman^  do  not  I  know  that 
thou  hast  chosen  the  son  of  Jesse  to  thine  own  con- 
fusion, and  unto  the  confusion  of  thy  mother's  naked- 
ness? ^Tor  as  long  as  the  son  of  Jesse  liveth  upon 
the  ground,  thou  shalt  not  be  established,  nor  thy 
kingdom.  Wherefore  now  send  and  fetch  him  unto 
me,  for  he  *  shall  surely  die.  ''And  Jonathan  ^'yj/Jir'' 
answered  Saul  his  father,  and  said  unto  him,  Where- 
fore shall  he  be  slain?  what  hath  he  done?  '^And 
Saul  cast  a  javelin  at  him  to  smite  him:  whereby 
Jonathan  knew  that  it  was  determined  of  his  fether 
to  slay  David.  ''^So  Jonathan  arose  from  the  table  in 
fierce  anger,  and  did  eat  no  meat  the  second  day  of 
the  month :  for  he  was  grieved  for  David,  because  his 
father  had  done  him  shame. 

^^And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  Jona- 
than went  out  into  the  field  at  the  time  appointed 
with  David,  and  a  little  lad  with  him.  '^And  he  said 
unto  his  lad,  Run,  find  out  now  the  arrows  which  I 
shoot.  And  as  the  lad  ran,  he  shot  an  arrow  *be-  ^o^erlfm!' 
yond  him.  "And  when  the  lad  was  come  to  the 
place  of  the  arrow  which  Jonathan  had  shot,  Jonathan 
cried  after  the  lad,  and  said.  Is  not  the  arrow  beyond 
thee  ?  ^^  And  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad,  Make  speed, 
haste,  stay  not.    And  Jonathan's  lad  gathered  up  the 
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arrows,  and  came  to  his  master.  ^^But  the  lad  knew 
not  any  thmg:  only  Jonathan  and  David  knew  the 
matter.  '^"And  Jonathan  gave  his  *  artillery  ^^^^2'!'*"" 
unto  *his  lad,  and  said  unto  him.  Go,  carry  SSwaslS! 
tltem  to  the  city. 

^' And  as  soon  as  the  lad  was  gone,  David  arose 
out  of  a  place  toward  the  south,  and  fell  on  his 
face  to  the  ground,  and  bowed  himself  three  times : 
and  they  kissed  one  another,  and  wept  one  with 
another,  until  David  exceeded.  '**And  Jonathan  said 
to  David,  Go  in  peace,  *  forasmuch  ^'^' S^th'k^S.t  I?'" 
as  we  have  sworn  both  of  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
saying.  The  Lord  be  between  me  and  thee,  and  be- 
tAveen  my  seed  and  thy  seed  for  ever.  And  he  arose 
and  departed :  and  Jonathan  went  into  the  city. 

XXI.  Then  came  David  to  Nob  to  Ahimelech  the 
priest:  and  Ahimelech  was  afraid  at  the  meeting  of 
David,  and  said  unto  him.  Why  art  thou  alone,  and 
no  man  with  thee?  ''And  David  said  unto  Ahimelech 
the  priest.  The  king  hath  commanded  me  a  business, 
and  hath  said  unto  me.  Let  no  man  know  any  thing 
of  the  business  whereabout  I  send  thee,  and  what 
I  have  commanded  thee:  and  I  have  appointed  my 
servants  to  such  and  such  a  place.  ^Now  therefore 
what  is  under  thine  hand  ?  give  we  five  loaves  of 
bread  in  mine  hand,  or  what  there  is  *  present.  T^eh.  found. 
"^And  the  priest  answered  David,  and  said.  There  is 
no  common  bread  under  mine  hand,  but  there  is 
hallowed  bread;  if  the  young  men  have  kept  them- 
selves at  least  from  women.  ^And  David  answered 
the  priest,  and  said  unto  him.  Of  a  truth  women  have 
been  kept  from  us  about  these  three  days,  since  I  came 
out,  and  the  vessels  of  the  young  men  are  holy,  and 
the  bread  is  in  a  manner  common,  *yea,  Sl;T^%^&f?. 
though  it  were  sanctified  this  day  in  the  t""  Jr'^^'" " 
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vessel.  ^  So  the  priest  gave  him  hallowed  bread :  for 
there  was  no  bread  there  but  the  shewbread,  that  was 
taken  from  before  the  Lord,  to  put  hot  bread  in  the 
day  Avhen  it  was  taken  away. 

^Now  a  certain  man  of  the  servants  of  Saul  was 
there  that  day,  detained  before  the  Lord  ;  and  his 
name  was  Doeg,  an  Edomite,  the  chiefest  of  the  herd- 
men  that  belonged  to  Saul.  ^And  David  said  unto 
Ahimelech,  And  is  there  not  here  under  thine  hand 
spear  or  sword?  for  I  have  neither  brought  my  sword 
nor  my  weapons  with  me,  because  the  king's  business 
required  haste.  ^And  the  priest  said.  The  sword  of 
Goliath  the  Philistine,  whom  thou  slewest  in  the 
valley  of  Elah,  behold,  it  is  here  wrapped  in  a  cloth 
behind  the  ephod :  if  thou  wilt  take  that,  take  it :  for 
there  is  no  other  save  that  here.  And  David  said. 
There  is  none  like  that :  give  it  me. 

'°And  David  arose,  and  fled  that  day  for  fear  of 
Saul,  and  went  to  *Achish  the  king  of  Gath.  ^^'eiici', 
"And  the  servants  of  Achish  said  unto  him.  Is  not 
this  David  the  king  of  the  land?  did  they  not  sing 
one  to  another  of  him  in  dances,  saying,  Saul  hath 
slain  his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands? 
'"And  David  laid  up  these  words  in  his  heart,  and 
was  sore  afraid  of  Achish  the  king  of  Gath.  '^And 
he  changed  his  behaviour  before  them,  and  feigned 
himself  mad  in  their  hands,  and  *  scrabbled  on  ^LX'!^ 
the  doors  of  the  gate,  and  let  his  spittle  fall  down 
upon  his  beard.  '''Then  said  Achish  unto  his  servants, 
Lo,  ye  see  the  man  *is  mad:  wherefore  then  ^'''Jadman!^' 
have  ye  brought  him  unto  me?  '^Have  I  need  of  mad 
men,  that  ye  have  brought  this  fellow  to  play  the 
mad  man  in  my  presence?  shall  this  fellow  come  into 
my  house? 

XXn.  David  therefore  departed  thence,  and  escaped 
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to  the  cave  Adullam :  and  when  his  brethren  and  all 
his  father's  house  heard  zV,  they  went  down  thither  to 
him.  Wnd  every  one  that  was  in  distress,  and  every 
one  that  *was  in  debt,  and  every  one  that  icas  ^cfediZr" 
*  discontented,  gathered  themselves  unto  him;  ^o/'Jut'' 
and  he  became  a  captain  over  them :  and  there  were 
with  him  about  four  hundred  men. 

^  And  David  went  thence  to  Mizpeh  of  Moab :  and 
he  said  unto  the  king  of  Moab,  Let  my  father  and  my 
mother,  I  pray  thee,  come  forth,  atid  be  with  you,  till 
I  know  what  God  will  do  for  me.  "^And  he  broug^ht 
them  before  the  king  of  Moab :  and  they  dwelt  with 
him  all  the  while  that  David  was  in  the  hold.  ^And 
the  prophet  Gad  said  unto  David,  Abide  not  in  the 
hold;  depart,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Judah. 
Then  David  departed,  and  came  into  the  forest  of 
Hareth. 

^AYhen  Saul  heard  that  David  was  discovered,  and 
the  men  that  were  with  him,  (now  Saul  abode  in 
Gibeah  under  a  *tree  in  Ramah,  having  his  °a//aTw." 
spear  in  his  hand,  and  all  his  servants  were  standing 
about  him;)  ^then  Saul  said  unto  his  servants  that 
stood  about  him.  Hear  now,  ye  Benjamites;  will  the 
son  of  Jesse  give  every  one  of  you  fields  and  vine- 
yards, and  make  you  all  captains  of  thousands,  and 
captains  of  hundreds ;  ^  that  all  of  you  have  conspired 
against  me,  and  there  is  none  that  *sheweth  ^^^nineTat''.'^^ 
me  that  my  son  hath  made  a  league  with  the  son 
of  Jesse,  and  there  is  none  of  you  that  is  sorry  for 
me,  or  sheweth  unto  me  that  my  son  hath  stirred 
up  my  servant  against  me,  to  lie  in  wait,  as  at  this 
day? 

^  Then  answered  Doeg  the  Edomite,  which  was  set 
over  the  servants  of  Saul,  and  said,  I  saw  the  son  of 
Jesse  coming  to  Nob,  to  Ahimelech  the  son  of  Ahitub. 
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'"And  he  enquired  of  the  Lord  for  him,  and  gave 
hiin  victuals,  and  gave  him  the  sword  of  Goliath  the 
Philistine. 

"  Then  the  king  sent  to  call  Ahimelech  the  priest, 
the  son  of  Ahitub,  and  all  his  father's  house,  the  priests 
that  icere  in  Nob :  and  they  came  all  of  them  to  the 
king.  '"And  Saul  said,  Hear  now,  tliou  son  of  Ahitub. 
And  he  answered,  *Here  I  am,  my  lord.  ''And  E/^/." 
Saul  said  unto  him.  Why  have  ye  conspired  against 
me,  thou  and  the  son  of  Jesse,  in  that  thou  hast  given 
him  bread,  and  a  sword,  and  hast  enquired  of  God  for 
him,  that  he  should  rise  against  me,  to  lie  in  wait,  as 
at  this  day?  '^  Then  Ahimelech  answered  the  king, 
and  said.  And  who  is  so  faithful  among  all  thy  ser- 
vants as  David,  which  is  the  king's  son  in  law,  and 
goeth  at  thy  bidding,  and  is  honourable  in  thine 
house?  '^Did  I  then  begin  to  enquire  of  God  for 
him  ?  be  it  fir  from  me :  let  not  the  king  impute  any 
thing  unto  his  servant,  nor  to  all  the  house  of  my 
father:  for  thy  servant  knew  nothing  of  all  this,  *less 

Heb.  litfle 
or   more.  or  great. 

'^And  the  king  said.  Thou  shalt  surely  die,  Ahime- 
lech, thou,  and  all  th}^  father's  house. 

''And  the  king  said  unto  the  *  footmen  that  ^eh^ZLrs. 
stood  about  him.  Turn,  and  slay  the  priests  of  the 
Lord;  because  their  hand  also  is  with  David,  and  be- 
cause they  knew  when  he  fled,  and  did  not  shew  it  to 
me.  But  the  servants  of  the  king  would  not  put  forth 
their  hand  to  fall  upon  the  priests  of  the  Lord.  '^And 
the  king  said  to  Doeg,  Turn  thou,  and  fall  upon  the 
priests.  And  Doeg  the  Edomite  turned,  and  he  fell 
upon  the  priests,  and  slew  on  that  day  fourscore  and 
five  persons  that  did  wear  a  linen  ephod.  'Wnd  Nob, 
the  city  of  the  priests,  smote  he  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  both  men  and  women,  children  and  sucklings. 
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and  oxen,  and  asses,  and  sheep,  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword. 

'°And  one  of  the  sons  of  Ahimelech  the  son  of 
Ahitub,  named  Abiathar,  escaped,  and  fled  after  David. 
'''And  Abiathar  shewed  David  that  Saul  had  slain  the 
Lokd's  priests.  "And  David  said  unto  Abiathar,  I 
knew  it  that  day,  when  Doeg  the  Edomite  teas  there, 
that  he  would  surely  tell  Saul :  I  have  occasioned  the 
death  of  all  the  persons  of  thy  father's  house.  '^ Abide 
thou  with  me,  fear  not :  for  he  that  seeketh  my  life 
seeketh  thy  life :  but  with  me  thou  shalt  he  in  safe- 
guard. 

XXIII.  Then  they  told  David,  saying.  Behold,  the 
Philistines  fight  against  Keilah,  and  they  rob  the 
threshingfloors.  ^  Therefore  David  enquired  of  the 
Lord,  saying.  Shall  I  go  and  smite  these  Philistines? 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  David,  Go  and  smite  the 
Philistines,  and  save  Keilah.  ^And  David's  men  said 
unto  him.  Behold,  we  be  afraid  here  in  Judah:  how 
much  more  then  if  we  come  to  Keilah  against  the 
armies  of  the  Philistines?  ^  Then  David  enquired  of 
the  Lord  yet  again.  And  the  Lord  answered  him 
and  said.  Arise,  go  down  to  Keilah ;  for  I  will  deliver 
the  Philistines  into  thine  hand.  '"  So  David  and  his 
men  went  to  Keilah,  and  fought  with  the  Philistines, 
and  brought  away  their  cattle,  and  smote  them  with 
a  great  slaughter.  So  David  saved  the  inhabitants  of 
Keilah. 

^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Abiathar  the  son  of 
Ahimelech  fled  to  David  to  Keilah,  that  he  came  down 
with  an  ephod  in  his  hand. 

^And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  come  to 
Keilah.  And  Saul  said,  God  hath  delivered  him  into 
mine  hand ;  for  he  is  shut  in,  by  entering  into  a  town 
that  hath  gates  and  bars.     ^And  Saul  called  all  the 
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people  together  to  war,  to  go  down  to  Keilah,  to  be- 
siege David  and  his  men. 

^And  David  knew  that  Saul  secretly  practised  mis- 
chief against  him ;  and  he  said  to  Abiathar  the  priest, 
Bring  hither  the  ephod.  '°  Then  said  David,  0  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  thy  servant  hath  certainly  heard  that 
Saul  seeketh  to  come  to  Keilah,  to  destroy  the  city  for 
my  sake.  ''Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  up  into 
his  hand?  will  Saul  come  down,  as  thy  servant  hath 
heard  ?  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  beseech  thee,  tell  thy 
servant.  And  the  Lord  said.  Lie  will  come  down. 
''Then  said  David,  Will  the  men  of  Keilah  *  deliver 
me  and  my  men  into  the  hand  of  Saul  ?  And  Heb.  shut  up. 
the  Lord  said,  They  Avill  deliver  thee  up. 

'^  Then  David  and  his  men,  wJiich  ivere  about  six 
hundred,  arose  and  departed  out  of  Keilah,  and  went 
whithersoever  they  could  go.  And  it  was  told  Saul 
that  David  was  escaped  from  Keilah ;  and  he  forbare 
to  go  forth.  '^And  David  abode  in  the  wilderness  in 
strong  holds,  and  remained  in  a  mountain  in  the  wil- 
derness of  Ziph.  And  Saul  sought  him  every  day, 
but  God  delivered  him  not  into  his  hand. 

'^And  David  saw  that  Saul  was  come  out  to  seek 
his  life :  and  David  was  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph  in  a 
wood.  '^And  Jonathan  Saul's  son  arose,  and  went  to 
David  into  the  wood,  and  strengthened  his  hand  in 
God.  '^And  he  said  unto  him.  Fear  not :  for  the  hand 
of  Saul  my  father  shall  not  find  thee ;  and  thou  shalt 
be  king  over  Israel,  and  I  shall  be  next  unto  thee; 
and  that  also  Saul  my  father  knoweth.  ''And  they 
two  made  a  covenant  before  the  Lord  :  and  David 
abode  in  the  wood,  and  Jonathan  went  to  his  house. 

'^  Then  came  up  the  Ziphites  to  Saul  to  Gibeah, 
saying.  Doth  not  David  hide  himself  with  us  in  strong 
holds  in  the  wood,  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah,  which  is 
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*on  the  south  of  *  JesMmon  ?  ^'  Now  therefore,  w^tw! 
0  king,  come  down  accordmg  to  all  the  desire  ^'jetne^s'.^' 
of  thy  soul  to  come  down;  and  our  part  shall  be  to 
deliver  him  into  the  king's  hand.  '''And  Saul  said, 
Blessed  he  ye  of  the  Lord  ;  for  ye  have  compassion  on 
me.  "  Go,  1  pray  you,  prepare  yet,  and  know  and  see 
his  place  where  his  *  haunt  is,  a7id  who  hath  ^hai/ie* 
seen  him  there :  for  it  is  told  me  that  he  dealeth  very 
subtilly.  ^^  See  therefore,  and  take  knowledge  of  all 
the  lurking  places  where  he  hideth  himself,  and  come 
ye  again  to  me  with  the  certainty,  and  I  will  go  with 
you :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  he  be  in  the  land, 
that  I  will  search  him  out  throughout  all  the  thousands 
of  Judah.  '^And  they  arose,  and  went  to  Ziph  before 
Saul :  but  David  and  his  men  ivere  in  the  wilderness 
of  Maon,  in  the  plain  on  the  south  of  Jeshimon. 

^^  Saul  also  and  his  men  went  to  seek  him.  And 
they  told  David:  wherefore  he  came  down  *into  S^'^S! 
a  rock,  and  abode  in  the  wilderness  of  Maon.  And 
when  Saul  heard  that^  he  pursued  after  David  in  the 
wilderness  of  Maon.  '^And  Saul  went  on  this  side  of 
the  mountain,  and  David  and  his  men  on  that  side  of 
the  mountain :  and  David  made  haste  to  get  away  for 
fear  of  Saul;  for  Saul  and  his  men  compassed  David 
and  his  men  round  about  to  take  them.  '^But  there 
came  a  messenger  unto  Saul,  saying.  Haste  thee,  and 
come  ;  for  the  Philistines  have  *  invaded  ^^LflpoVlT 
the  land.  '^Wherefore  Saul  returned  from  pursuing 
after  David,  and  went  against  the  Philistines :  there- 
fore they  called  that  place  *  Sela-hammah-  '^^o/ dfJIitZ'^ 
lekoth.  ''^And  David  went  up  from  thence,  and  dwelt 
in  strong  holds  at  En-gedi. 

XXIY.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Saul  was  re- 
turned from  *  following  the  Philistines,  that  it  Heb.  a/^m 
AA'as  told  him,  saying,  Behold,  David  is  in  the  wilder- 
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ness  of  En-gedi.  ""  Then  Saul  took  three  thousand 
chosen  men  out  of  all  Israel,  and  went  to  seek  David 
and  his  men  upon  the  rocks  of  the  wild  goats.  ^And 
he  came  to  the  sheepcotes  by  the  way,  where  icas  a 
cave ;  and  Saul  went  in  to  cover  his  feet :  and  David 
and  his  men  remained  in  the  sides  of  the  cave.  "^And 
the  men  of  David  said  unto  him.  Behold  the  day  of 
which  the  Lord  said  unto  thee,  Behold,  I  will  deliver 
thine  enemy  into  thine  hand,  that  thou  mayest  do  to 
him  as  it  shall  seem  good  unto  thee.  Then  David  arose, 
and  cut  off  the  skirt  of  *  Saul's  robe  privily.  S^^uyH^sauis. 
^And  it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  David's  heart 
smote  him,  because  he  had  cut  off  Saul's  skirt.  ^And 
he  said  unto  his  men.  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should 
do  this  thing  unto  my  master,  the  Lord's  anointed,  to 
stretch  forth  mine  hand  against  him,  seeing  he  is  the 
anointed  of  the  Lord.  ^  So  David  *  stayed  his  Heb.cw^o/-. 
servants  with  these  words,  and  suffered  them  not  to 
rise  against  Saul.  But  Saul  rose  up  out  of  the  cave, 
and  went  on  his  way.  ^  David  also  arose  afterward, 
and  went  out  of  the  cave,  and  cried  after  Saul,  saying. 
My  lord  the  king.  And  when  Saul  looked  behind 
him,  David  stooped  with  his  face  to  the  earth,  and 
bowed  himself. 

^And  David  said  to  Saul,  Wherefore  hearest  thou 
men's  words,  saying.  Behold,  David  seeketh  thy  hurt? 
'°  Behold,  this  clay  thine  eyes  have  seen  how  that  the 
Lord  had  delivered  thee  to  day  into  mine  hand  in  the 
cave ;  and  some  bade  me  kill  thee :  but  mine  eye  spared 
thee ;  and  I  said,  I  will  not  put  forth  mine  hand  against 
my  lord;  for  he  is  the  Lord's  anointed.  "  Moreover, 
my  father,  see,  yea,  see  the  skirt  of  thy  robe  in  my 
hand :  for  in  that  I  cut  off  the  skirt  of  thy  robe,  and 
killed  thee  not,  know  thou  and  see  that  there  is  nei- 
ther evil  nor  transpjression  in  mine  hand,  and  I  have 
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not  sinned  against  thee  ;  yet  thou  huntest  my  soul  to 
take  it.  ''The  Lord  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and 
the  Lord  avenge  me  of  thee :  but  mine  hand  shall  not 
be  upon  thee.  '^  As  saith  the  proverb  of  the  ancients, 
Wickedness  proceedeth  from  the  wicked:  but  mine 
hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee.  '"^  After  whom  is  the 
king  of  Israel  come  out?  after  whom  dost  thou  pur- 
sue? after  a  dead  dog,  after  a  flea.  '^The  Lord  there- 
fore be  judge,  and  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and 
see,  and  plead  my  cause,  and  *  deliver  me  out  Ts.Qh.  judge. 
of  thine  hand. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  had  made  an 
end  of  speaking  these  words  unto  Saul,  tliat  Saul 
said.  Is  this  thy  voice,  my  son  David?  And  Saul 
lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept.  '^  And  he  said  to  David, 
Thou  art  more  righteous  than  I :  for  thou  hast  re- 
warded me  good,  whereas  I  have  rewarded  thee  evil. 
'^And  thou  hast  shewed  this  day  how  that  thou  hast 
dealt  well  with  me :  forasmuch  as  when  the  Lord  had 
*  delivered  me  into  thine  hand,  thou  killedst  ^^eup"^* 
me  not.  '^For  if  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let 
him  go  well  away?  wherefore  the  Lord  reward  thee 
good  for  that  thou  hast  done  unto  me  this  day.  '°  And 
now,  behold,  I  know  well  that  tliou  shalt  surely  be 
king,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  shall  be  esta- 
blished in  thine  hand.  "Swear  now  therefore  unto 
me  by  the  Lord,  that  thou  wilt  not  cut  oil  my  seed 
after  me,  and  that  thou  wilt  not  destroy  my  name  out 
of  my  father's  house.  "And  David  sware  unto  Saul. 
And  Saul  went  home;  but  David  and  his  men  gat 
them  up  unto  the  hold. 

XXY.  And  Samuel  died  ;  and  all  the  Israelites 
were  gathered  together,  and  lamented  him,  and  buried 
him  in  his  house  at  Ramah. 

And  David  arose,  and  went  down  to  the  wilderness 


62  1    SAMUEL,    XXY. 

of  Paran.  ''And  there  ivas  a  man  in  Maon,  whose 
*  possessions  wei-'e  in  Carniel;  and  the  man  i/^as  o^'^*^'^**"^** 
very  great,  and  he  had  three  thousand  sheep,  and  a 
thousand  goats :  and  he  was  shearing  his  sheep  in 
Carmeh  ^  Now  the  name  of  the  man  ivas  Nabal ;  and 
the  name  of  his  wife  Abigail :  and  she  was  a  woman  of 
good  understanding,  and  of  a  beautiful  countenance : 
but  the  man  vjas  churlish  and  evil  in  his  doings;  and 
he  was  of  the  house  of  Caleb.  "^And  David  heard  in 
the  wilderness  that  Nabal  did  shear  his  sheep.  ^And 
David  sent  out  ten  young  men,  and  David  said  unto 
the  young  men,  Get  you  up  to  Carmel,  and  go  to 
Nabal,  and  *  greet  him  in  my  name:  ^and  ^ylamfo/p^Je. 
thus  shall  ye  say  to  him  that  liveth  in  lyrosperity^ 
Peace  he  both  to  thee,  and  peace  be  to  thine  house, 
and  peace  he  unto  all  that  thou  hast.  ^And  now  I 
have  heard  that  thou  hast  shearers:  now  thy  shep- 
herds which  were  with  us,  Ave  *hurt  them  B.eh.  shamed. 
not,  neither  was  there  ought  missing  unto  them,  all 
the  while  they  were  in  Carmel.  ^Ask  thy  young  men, 
and  they  will  shew  thee.  Wherefore  let  the  young 
men  find  favour  in  thine  eyes :  for  we  come  in  a  good 
day:  give,  I  pray  thee,  whatsoever  cometh  to  thine 
hand  unto  thy  servants,  and  to  thy  son  David. 

^And  when  David's  young  men  came,  they  spake 
to  Nabal  according  to  all  those  words  in  the  name  of 
David,  and  *  ceased.  '°And  Nabal  answered  lieh.  rested. 
David's  servants  and  said.  Who  is  David?  and  who  is 
the  son  of  Jesse  ?  there  be  many  servants  now  a  days 
that  break  away  every  man  from  his  master.  ''Shall 
I  then  take  my  bread,  and  my  water,  and  my  *  flesh 
that  I  have  killed  for  my  shearers,  and  give  B-eh.  slaughter. 
it  unto  men  whom  I  know  not  whence  they  he  1  '"So 
David's  young  men  turned  their  way,  and  went  again, 
and  came  and  told  him  all  those  sayings.    '^  And  David 
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said  unto  his  men,  Gird  ye  on  every  man  his  sword. 
And  they  girded  on  every  man  his  sword;  and  David 
also  girded  on  his  sword :  and  there  went  up  after 
David  about  four  hundred  men;  and  two  hundred 
abode  by  the  stuff. 

'''But  one  of  the  young  men  told  Abigail,  Nabal's 
wife,  saying,  Behold,  David  sent  messengers  out  of 
the  wilderness  to  salute  our  master;  and  he  *  railed 
on  them.  '^  But  the  men  were  very  good  °^^£."^°'* 
unto  us,  and  we  were  not  *hurt,  neither  ^.eh.  shayned. 
missed  we  any  thing,  as  long  as  we  were  conversant 
Avith  them,  when  we  were  in  the  fields:  '^they  were 
a  wall  unto  us  both  by  night  and  day,  all  the  while 
we  were  with  them  keeping  the  sheep.  '^Now  there- 
fore know  and  consider  what  thou  wilt  do ;  for  evil  is 
determined  against  our  master,  and  against  all  his 
household :  for  he  is  such  a  son  of  Belial,  that  a  man 
cannot  speak  to  him. 

'^Then  Abigail  made  haste,  and  took  two  hundred 
loaves,  and  two  bottles  of  wine,  and  five  sheep  ready 
dressed,  and  ^Ye  measures  of  parched  coim^  and  an 
hundred  *  clusters  of  raisins,  and  two  hundred  or,  lumps. 
cakes  of  figs,  and  laid  them-  on  asses.  '^And  she  said 
unto  her  servants,  Go  on  before  me;  behold,  I  come 
after  you.  But  she  told  not  her  husband  Xabal. 
"""And  it  was  so^  as  she  rode  on  the  ass,  that  she  came 
down  by  the  covert  of  the  hill,  and,  behold,  David  and 
his  men  came  down  against  her;  and  she  met  them. 

""'Now  David  had  said.  Surely  in  vain  have  I  kept 
all  that  this  fellow  hath  in  the  wilderness,  so  that 
nothing  was  missed  of  all  that  loertained  unto  him: 
and  he  hath  requited  me  evil  for  good.  "So  and 
more  also  do  God  unto  the  enemies  of  David,  if  I 
leave  of  all  that  'pertain  to  him  by  the  morning  light 
any  that  pisseth  against  the  wall. 
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^^And  when  Abigail  saw  David,  she  hasted,  and 
lighted  off  the  ass,  and  fell  before  David  on  her  face, 
and  bowed  herself  to  the  ground,  ''^and  fell  at  his 
feet,  and  said.  Upon  me,  my  lord,  upon  me  let  this 
iniquity  he:  and  let  thine  handmaid,  I  pray  thee, 
speak  in  thine  *  audience,  and  hear  the  words  Heb.  ear*. 
of  thine  handmaid.  *^Let  not  my  lord,  I  pray  thee, 
*  regard  this  man  of  Belial,  even  Xabal:  for  ^ts'SJi!" 
as  his  name  is^  so  is  he;  *Nabal  is  his  name,  Thatis,/oo^. 
and  folly  is  with  him :  but  I  thine  handmaid  saw  not 
the  young  men  of  my  lord,  whom  thou  didst  send. 
'^Now  therefore,  my  lord,  as  the  Lokd  liveth,  and  as 
thy  soul  liveth,  seeing  the  Lokd  hath  withholden  thee 
from  coming  to  shed  blood,  and  from  *  avenging  ^%l'eify 
thyself  with  thine  own  hand,  now  let  thine  enemies, 
and  they  that  seek  evil  to  my  lord,  be  as  Xabal. 
'^And  now  this  *blessing  which  thine  hand-  or, present, 
maid  hath  brought  unto  my  lord,  let  it  even  be  given 
unto  the  young  men  that  *  follow  my  lord.  ^""jeeTJf/^^d^^ 
^^I  pray  thee,  forgive  the  trespass  of  thine  handmaid: 
for  the  Lord  will  certainly  make  my  lord  a  sure 
house;  because  my  lord  hghteth  the  battles  of  the 
Lord,  and  evil  hath  not  been  found  in  thee  all  thy 
days.  '^Yet  a  man  is  risen  to  pursue  thee,  and  to 
seek  thy  soul :  but  the  soul  of  my  lord  shall  be  bound 
in  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  thy  God;  and 
the  souls  of  thine  enemies,  them  shall  he  sling  out, 
*as  out  of  the  middle  of  a  sling.  '°  And  it  ^^z!tf:':i!ng!' 
shall  come  to  pass,  when  the  Lord  shall  have  done 
to  my  lord  according  to  all  the  good  that  he  hath 
spoken  concerning  thee,  and  shall  have  appointed  thee 
ruler  over  Israel;  ''that  this  shall  be  *no  '"tr/SJS;"^' 
grief  unto  thee,  nor  offence  of  heart  unto  my  lord, 
either  that  thou  hast  shed  blood  causeless,  or  that  my 
lord  hath  avenged  liimself :  but  when  the  Lord  shall 
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have  dealt  well  with  my  lord,  then  remember  thine 
handmaid. 

^'And  David  said  to  Abigail,  Blessed  he  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  Avhich  sent  thee  this  day  to  meet  me : 
"  and  blessed  be  thy  advice,  and  blessed  be  thou,  which 
hast  kept  me  this  day  from  coming  to  shed  blood,  and 
from  avenging  myself  with  mine  own  hand.  ^^For 
in  very  deed,  as  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth,  which 
hath  kept  me  back  from  hurting  thee,  except  thou 
hadst  hasted  and  come  to  meet  me,  surely  there  had 
not  been  left  unto  Nabal  by  the  morning  light  any 
that  pisseth  against  the  wall.  ^^So  David  received 
of  her  hand  that  which  she  had  brought  him,  and  said 
unto  her.  Go  up  in  peace  to  thine  house ;  see,  I  have 
hearkened  to  thy  voice,  and  have  accepted  thy  person. 

^^  And  Abigail  came  to  Xabal ;  and,  behold,  he  held 
a  feast  in  his  house,  like  the  feast  of  a  king ;  and 
Xabal' s  heart  was  merry  within  him,  for  he  tvas  very 
drunken:  wherefore  she  told  him  nothing,  less  or 
more,  until  the  morning  light.  ^^But  it  came  to  pass 
in  the  morning,  when  the  wine  was  gone  out  of 
Xabal,  and  his  wife  had  told  hun  these  things,  that 
his  heart  died  within  him,  and  he  became  as  a  stone. 

^^And  it  came  to  pass  about  ten  days  afte)\  that  the 
Lord  smote  Xabal,  that  he  died.  ^^And  when  David 
heard  that  Xabal  was  dead,  he  said.  Blessed  be  the 
Lord,  that  liath  pleaded  the  cause  of  my  reproach 
from  the  hand  of  Xabal,  and  hath  kept  his  servant 
from  evil:  for  the  Lord  hath  returned  the  wicked- 
ness of  Xabal  upon  his  own  head. 

And  David  sent  and  communed  with  Abigail,  to 
take  her  to  him  to  wife.  ^"And  when  the  servants 
of  David  were  come  to  Abigail  to  Carmel,  they  spake 
unto  her,  saying,  David  sent  us  unto  thee,  to  take 
thee  to  him  to  wife.     ^'And  she  arose,  and  bowed 
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herself  on  her  face  to  the  earth,  and  said,  Behold,  let 
thine  handmaid  be  a  servant  to  wash  the  feet  of  the 
servants  of  my  lord.  ^'  And  Abigail  hasted,  and  arose, 
and  rode  upon  an  ass,  with  five  damsels  of  her's  that 
went  *  after  her;  and  she  went  after  the  mes-  ■^%?f*"' 
sengers  of  David,  and  became  his  wife. 

^^  David  also  took  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel ;  and  they 
were  also  both  of  them  his  wives.  "^^But  Saul  had 
given  Michal  his  daughter,  David's  Avife,  to  Phalti  the 
son  of  Laish,  which  was  of  Gallim. 

XXVI.  And  the  Ziphites  came  unto  Saul  to 
Gibeah,  saying.  Doth  not  David  hide  himself  in  the 
hill  of  Hachilah,  which  is  before  Jeshimon?  ^Then 
Saul  arose,  and  went  down  to  the  wilderness  of  Ziph, 
having  three  thousand  chosen  men  of  Israel  with  him, 
to  seek  David  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph.  ^And  Saul 
pitched  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah,  which  is  before  Jeshi- 
mon, by  the  way.  But  David  abode  in  the  wilderness, 
and  he  saw  that  Saul  came  after  him  into  the  wilder- 
ness. '^  David  therefore  sent  out  spies,  and  understood 
that  Saul  was  come  in  very  deed. 

^And  David  arose,  and  came  to  the  place  where 
Saul  had  pitched :  and  David  beheld  the  place  where 
Saul  lay,  and  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  the  captain  of  his 
host:  and  Saul  lay  in  the  *  trench,  and  the  ^''J.^^!'" 
people  pitched  round  about  him. 

^Then  answered  David  and  said  to  Ahimelech  the 
Hittite,  and  to  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  brother  to 
Joab,  saying.  Who  will  go  down  with  me  to  Saul  to 
the  camp  ?    And  Abishai  said,  I  will  go  down  with  thee. 

^  So  David  and  Abishai  came  to  the  people  by  night : 
and,  behold,  Saul  lay  sleeping  within  the  trench,  and 
his  spear  stuck  in  the  ground  at  his  bolster :  but  Abner 
and  the  people  lay  round  about  him.  ^  Then  said 
Abishai  to  David,  God  hath  *  delivered  thine  Heb.  shut  up. 
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enemy  into  thine  hand  this  day;  now  therefore  let 
me  smite  him,  I  pray  thee,  with  the  spear  even  to  the 
earth  at  once,  and  I  will  not  smite  him  the  second 
time.  ^  And  David  said  to  Abishai,  Destroy  him  not : 
for  who  can  stretch  forth  his  hand  against  the  Lord's 
anointed,  and  be  guiltless?  '°  David  said  furthermore, 
^4^  the  Lord  liveth,  the  Lord  shall  smite  him;  or  his 
day  shall  come  to  die ;  or  he  shall  descend  into  battle, 
and  perish.  "  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  stretch 
forth  mine  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed:  but, 
I  pray  thee,  take  thou  now  the  spear  that  is  at  his 
bolster,  and  the  cruse  of  water,  and  let  us  go.  ^^  So 
David  took  the  spear,  and  the  cruse  of  water  from 
Saul's  bolster;  and  they  gat  them  away,  and  no  man 
saw  it^  nor  knew  zY,  neither  awaked :  for  they  icere  all 
asleep;  because  a  deep  sleep  from  the  Lord  Avas  fallen 
upon  them. 

'^  Then  David  went  over  to  the  other  side,  and 
stood  on  the  top  of  an  hill  afar  off;  a  great  space 
being  between  them:  '"^and  David  cried  to  the  people, 
and  to  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  saying,  Answerest  thou 
not,  Abner?  Then  Abner  answered  and  said.  Who 
art  thou  that  criest  to  the  king?  ''And  David  said  to 
Abner,  Art  not  thou  a  valiant  man?  and  who  is  like 
to  thee  in  Israel?  wherefore  then  hast  thou  not  kept 
thy  lord  the  king?  for  there  came  one  of  the  people 
in  to  destroy  the  king  thy  lord.  '^  This  thing  is  not 
good  that  thou  hast  done.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  ye 
ai^e  *  worthy  to  die,  because  ye  have  not  kept  ^""o/feltr' 
your  master,  the  Lord's  anointed.  And  now  see 
where  the  king's  spear  is^  and  the  cruse  of  water  that 
was  at  his  bolster. 

'^And  Saul  knew  David's  voice,  and  said.  Is  this 
thy  voice,  my  son  David  ?  And  David  said.  It  is  my 
voice,  my  lord,  0  king.      '^And  he  said,  Wherefore 
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doth  my  lord  thus  pursue  after  his  servant?  for  what 
have  I  done?  or  what  evil  is  in  mine  hand?  '^  Now 
therefore,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  lord  the  king  hear  the 
words  of  his  servant.  If  the  Lord  have  stirred  thee 
up  against  me,  let  him  *  accept  an  offering:  ^eh.smeii. 
but  if  they  be  the  children  of  men,  cursed  be  they 
before  the  Lord  :  for  they  have  driven  me  out  this 
day  from  *  abiding  in  the  inheritance  of  the  t^bk  cleaving. 
Lord,  saying,  Go,  serve  other  gods.  '°  Now  therefore, 
let  not  my  blood  fall  to  the  earth  before  the  face  of 
the  Lord  :  for  the  king  of  Israel  is  come  out  to  seek 
a  flea,  as  when  one  doth  hunt  a  partridge  in  the 
mountains. 

''  Then  said  Saul,  I  have  sinned :  return,  my  son 
David :  for  I  will  no  more  do  thee  harm,  because  my 
soul  was  precious  in  thine  eyes  this  day :  behold, 
I  have  played  the  fool,  and  have  erred  exceedingly. 
"And  David  answered  and  said.  Behold  the  king's 
spear;  and  let  one  of  the  young  men  come  over  and 
fetch  it.  '^  The  Lord  render  to  every  man  his  right- 
eousness and  his  faithfulness :  for  the  Lord  delivered 
thee  into  my  hand  to  day,  but  I  would  not  stretch 
forth  mine  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed.  '^And, 
behold,  as  thy  life  was  much  set  by  this  day  in  mine 
eyes,  so  let  my  life  be  much  set  by  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord,  and  let  him  deliver  me  out  of  all  tribulation. 
^'  Then  Saul  said  to  David,  Blessed  be  thou,  my  son 
David :  thou  shalt  both  do  great  things^  and  also  shalt 
still  prevail.  So  David  went  on  his  way,  and  Saul 
returned  to  his  place. 

XXVIL  And  David  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  now 
*  perish  one  day  by  the  hand  of  Saul:  there  is  ^^I'„i';°"* 
nothing  better  for  me  than  that  I  should  speedily 
escape  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines :  and  Saul  shall 
despair  of  me,  to  seek  me  any  more  in  any  coast  of 
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Israel :  so  shall  I  escape  out  of  his  hand.  '  And  David 
arose,  and  he  passed  over  with  the  six  hundred  men 
that  icere  with  him  unto  Achish,  the  son  of  Maoch, 
king  of  Gath.  ^And  David  dwelt  with  Achish  at 
Gath,  he  and  his  men,  every  man  with  his  household, 
even  David  with  his  two  wives,  Ahinoam  the  Jez- 
reelitess,  and  Abigail  the  Carmelitess,  Xabal's  wife. 
^  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  fled  to  Gath : 
and  he  sought  no  more  again  for  him. 

^  And  David  said  unto  Achish,  If  I  have  now  found 
grace  m  thine  eyes,  let  them  give  me  a  place  in  some 
town  in  the  country,  that  I  may  dwell  there :  for  why 
should  thy  servant  dwell  in  the  royal  city  with  thee? 
^  Then  Achish  gave  him  Ziklag  that  day :  wherefore 
Ziklag  pertaineth  unto  the  kinoes  of  Judah  unto  this 
day.  ^And  *the  time  that  David  dwelt  in  ^'^XT'''' 
the  country  of  the  PhiHstines  was  *a  full  year  ^'//ajr'' 
and  four  months. 

^And  David  and  his  men  went  up  and  invaded  the 
Geshurites,  and  the  *  Gezrites,  and  the  Amale-  or,  oerzues. 
kites :  for  those  nations  icere  of  old  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land,  as  thou  goest  to  Shur,  even  unto  the 
land  of  Egypt.  ^And  David  smote  the  land,  and  left 
neither  man  nor  woman  alive,  and  took  away  the 
sheep,  and  the  oxen,  and  the  asses,  and  the  camels, 
and  the  apparel,  and  returned,  and  came  to  Achish. 
'°And  Achish  said,  *  Whither  have  ye  made  Z];icfarSJc. 
a  road  to  day?  And  David  said.  Against  the  south 
of  Judah,  and  against  the  south  of  the  Jerahmeelites, 
and  against  the  south  of  the  Kenites.  "And  David 
saved  neither  man  nor  woman  alive,  to  bring  tidings 
to  Gath,  saying.  Lest  they  should  tell  on  us,  saying. 
So  did  David,  and  so  ivill  be  his  manner  all  the  while 
he  dwelleth  in  the  country  of  the  PhiHstines.  ''And 
Achish  believed  David,    saying.   He  hath  made  his 
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people  Israel  *  utterly  to  abhor  him;  therefore  ^.tt^*^" 
he  shall  be  my  servant  for  ever. 

XXVIII.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that 
the  Philistines  gathered  their  armies  together  for 
warfare,  to  fight  with  Israel.  And  Achish  said  unto 
David,  Know  thou  assuredly,  that  thou  shalt  go  out 
with  me  to  battle,  thou  and  thy  men.  'And  David 
said  to  Achish,  Surely  thou  shalt  know  what  thy 
servant  can  do.  And  Achish  said  to  David,  Therefore 
will  I  make  thee  keeper  of  mine  head  for  ever. 

^  Now  Samuel  was  dead,  and  all  Israel  had  lamented 
him,  and  buried  him  in  Ramah,  even  in  his  own  city. 

And  Saul  had  put  away  those  that  had  familiar 
spirits,  and  the  wizards,  out  of  the  land,  '*And  the 
Philistines  gathered  themselves  together,  and  came 
and  pitched  in  Shunem :  and  Saul  gathered  all  Israel 
together,  and  they  pitched  in  Gilboa.  ^And  when 
Saul  saw  the  host  of  the  Philistines,  he  was  afraid, 
and  his  heart  greatly  trembled.  ^And  when  Saul 
enquired  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  answered  him  not, 
neither  by  dreams,  nor  by  Urim,  nor  by  prophets. 
'  Then  said  Saul  unto  his  servants.  Seek  me  a  woman 
that  hath  a  familiar  spirit,  that  I  may  go  to  her, 
and  enquire  of  her.  And  his  servants  said  to  him, 
Behold,  there  is  sl  woman  that  hath  a  familiar  spirit  at 
En-dor. 

^And  Saul  disguised  himself,  and  put  on  other 
raiment,  and  he  went,  and  two  men  with  him,  and 
they  came  to  the  woman  by  night:  and  he  said,  I 
pray  thee,  divine  unto  me  by  the  familiar  spirit,  and 
bring  me  him  up,  whom  I  shall  name  unto  thee. 
^And  the  woman  said  unto  him.  Behold,  thou  knowest 
what  Saul  hath  done,  how  he  hath  cut  off  those  that 
have  familiar  spirits,  and  the  wizards,  out  of  the  land : 
wherefore   then  layest  thou  a  snare  for  my  life,    to 
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cause  me  to  die?  '°And  Saul  sware  to  her  by  the 
Lord,  saying,  As  the  Loed  liveth,  there  shall  no 
punishment  happen  to  thee  for  this  thing.  "  Then 
said  the  woman,  Whom  shall  I  bring  up  unto  thee  ? 
And  he  said.  Bring  me  up  Samuel. 

''And  when  the  woman  saw  Samuel,  she  cried  with 
a  loud  voice :  and  the  woman  spake  to  Saul,  saying. 
Why  hast  thou  deceived  me?  for  thou  art  Saul.  '^And 
the  king  said  unto  her.  Be  not  afraid :  for  what  sawest 
thou?  And  the  woman  said  unto  Saul,  I  saw  gods 
ascending  out  of  the  earth.  ''^And  he  said  unto  her, 
*What  form  is  he  of?  And  she  said.  An  old  ^tj^rm?"" 
man  cometh  up;  and  he  is  covered  with  a  mantle. 
And  Saul  perceived  that  it  was  Samuel,  and  he  stooped 
with  his  face  to  the  ground,  and  bowed  himself. 

''And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Why  hast  thou  disquieted 
me,  to  bring  me  up?  And  Saul  answered,  I  am  sore 
distressed;  for  the  Philistines  make  war  against  me, 
and  God  is  departed  from  me,  and  answereth  me  no 
more,  neither  *by  prophets,  nor  by  dreams:  ^^o/liopL^T'^ 
therefore  I  have  called  thee,  that  thou  may  est  make 
known  unto  me  what  I  shall  do.  '^Then  said  Samuel, 
Wherefore  then  dost  thou  ask  of  me,  seeing  the  Lord 
is  departed  from  thee,  and  is  become  thine  enemy? 
''And  the  Lord  hath  done  *to  him,  as  he  spake  Sm^/: 


mine 


by  *me:  for  the  Lord  hath  rent  the  kingdom  ^t;,S! 
out  of  thine  hand,  and  given  it  to  thy  neighbour,  eve7i 
to  David :  '^  because  thou  obeyedst  not  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  nor  executedst  his  fierce  wrath  upon  Amalek, 
therefore  hath  the  Lord  done  this  thino^  unto  thee  this 
day.  '^Moreover  the  Lord  will  also  deliver  Israel  with 
thee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines :  and  to  morrow 
shalt  thou  and  thy  sons  be  with  me :  the  Lord  also 
shall  deliver  the  host  of  Israel  into  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines. 
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'°Then  Saul  *fell  straightway  all  along  f^S/Zucmte 
on  the  earth,  and  was  sore  afraid,  because  /«^^«^«««/^»««^«- 
of  the  words  of  Samuel :  and  there  was  no  strenofth  in 
him;  for  he  had  eaten  no  bread  all  the  day,  nor  all 
the  night. 

"'  And  the  woman  came  unto  Saul,  and  saw  that  he 
was  sore  troubled,  and  said  unto  him.  Behold,  thine 
handmaid  hath  obeyed  thy  voice,  and  I  have  put  my 
life  in  my  hand,  and  have  hearkened  unto  thy  words 
which  thou  spakest  unto  me.  "  Now  therefore,  I  pray 
thee,  hearken  thou  also  unto  the  voice  of  thine  hand- 
maid, and  let  me  set  a  morsel  of  bread  before  thee ; 
and  eat,  that  thou  may  est  have  strength,  when  thou 
goest  on  thy  way.  ^^  But  he  refused,  and  said,  I  will 
not  eat.  But  his  servants,  together  with  the  woman, 
compelled  him ;  and  he  hearkened  unto  their  voice.  So 
he  arose  from  the  earth,  and  sat  upon  the  bed.  ^'^And 
the  woman  had  a  fat  calf  in  the  house :  and  she  hasted, 
and  killed  it,  and  took  flour,  and  kneaded  zY,  and  did 
bake  unleavened  bread  thereof:  *^  and  she  brought  it 
before  Saul,  and  before  his  servants;  and  they  did  eat. 
Then  they  rose  up,  and  went  away  that  night. 

XXIX.  Now  the  Philistines  gathered  together  all 
their  armies  to  Aphek :  and  the  Israelites  pitched  by  a 
fountain  which  is  in  Jezreel.  ''And  the  lords  of  the 
Philistines  passed  on  by  hundreds,  and  by  thousands : 
but  David  and  his  men  passed  on  in  the  rereward  with 
Achish.  ^  Then  said  the  princes  of  the  Philistines,  What 
do  these  Hebrews  here?  And  Achish  said  unto  the 
princes  of  the  Philistines,  Is  not  this  David,  the  ser- 
vant of  Saul  the  king  of  Israel,  which  hath  been  with 
me  these  days,  or  these  years,  and  I  have  found  no 
fault  in  him  since  he  fell  imto  me  unto  this  day?  Wnd 
the  princes  of  the  Philistines  were  wroth  with  him; 
and  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  said  unto  him.  Make 
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this  fellow  return,  that  he  may  go  again  to  his  place 
which  thou  hast  appointed  him,  and  let  him  not  go 
down  with  us  to  battle,  lest  in  the  battle  he  be  an 
adversary  to  us:  for  whercAvith  should  he  reconcile 
himself  unto  his  master?  should  it  not  he  with  the 
heads  of  these  men?  ^ Is  not  this  David,  of  whom 
they  sang  one  to  another  in  dances,  saying,  Saul  sIcav 
his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands? 

^  Then  Achish  called  David,  and  said  unto  him, 
Surely,  as  the  Lokd  liveth,  thou  hast  been  upright, 
and  thy  going  out  and  thy  coming  in  with  me  in  the 
host  is  good  in  my  sight :  for  I  have  not  found  evil  in 
thee  since  the  day  of  thy  coming  unto  me  unto  this 
day:  nevertheless  *the  lords  favour  thee  ltel]:sTtTe\rJ. 
not.  ^Wherefore  now  return,  and  go  in  peace,  that 
thou  *  displease  not  the  lords  of  the  Phi-  ^t-Vt'-S/'' 
listines.  ^And  David  said  unto  Achish,  But  what  have 
I  done?  and  what  hast  thou  found  in  thy  servant  so 
long  as  I  have  been  *with  thee  unto  this  day,  ^''\le^'"'' 
that  I  may  not  go  fight  against  the  enemies  of  my  lord 
the  kino:?  ^And  Achish  answered  and  said  to  David, 
I  know  that  thou  art  good  in  my  sight,  as  an  angel  of 
God  :  notwithstanding  the  princes  of  the  Philistines 
have  said.  He  shall  not  go  up  with  us  to  the  battle. 
'° Wherefore  now  rise  up  early  in  the  morning  with 
thy  master's  servants  that  are  come  with  thee :  and  as 
soon  as  ye  be  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  have  light, 
depart. 

"  So  David  and  his  men  rose  up  early  to  depart  in 
the  morning,  to  return  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines. 
And  the  Philistines  went  up  to  Jezreel. 

XXX.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  and  his 
men  were  come  to  Ziklag  on  the  third  day,  that  the 
Amalekites  had  invaded  the  south,  and  Ziklag,  and 
smitten  Ziklag,  and  burned  it   with  fire;    'and  had 
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taken  the  women  captives,  that  were  therem :  they  slew 
not  any,  either  great  or  small,  but  carried  them  away, 
and  went  on  their  way.  ^  So  David  and  his  men  came 
to  the  city,  and,  behold,  it  ivas  burned  with  fire ;  and 
their  wives,  and  their  sons,  and  their  daughters,  were 
taken  captives.  ^  Then  David  and  the  people  that 
were  with  him  lifted  up  their  voice  and  wept,  until 
they  had  no  more  power  to  weep.  ^And  David's  two 
wives  were  taken  captives,  Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitess, 
and  Abio-ail  the  wife  of  Nabal  the  Carmelite.  ^And 
David  was  greatly  distressed;  for  the  people  spake  of 
stoning  him,  because  the  soul  of  all  the  people  was 
*  grieved,  every  man  for  his  sons  and  for  his  Reh.  bitter. 
daughters :  but  David  encouraged  himself  in  the  Lord 
his  God. 

^And  David  said  to  Abiathar  the  priest,  Ahimelech's 
son,  I  pray  thee,  bring  me  hither  the  ephod.  And 
Abiathar  brought  thither  the  ephod  to  David.  ^And 
David  enquired  at  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall  I  pursue 
after  this  troop?  shall  I  overtake  them?  And  he  an- 
swered him.  Pursue:  for  thou  shalt  surely  overtake 
them^  and  without  fail  recover  all.  ^  So  David  went, 
he  and  the  six  hundred  men  that  wei^e  with  him,  and 
came  to  the  brook  Besor,  where  those  that  were  left 
behind  stayed.  '°But  David  pursued,  he  and  four 
hundred  men :  for  two  hundred  abode  behind,  which 
were  so  faint  that  they  could  not  go  over  the  brook 
Besor. 

"And  they  found  an  Egyptian  in  the  field,  and 
brought  him  to  David,  and  gave  him  bread,  and  he 
did  eat;  and  they  made  him  drink  water;  ''and  they 
gave  him  a  piece  of  a  cake  of  figs,  and  two  clusters  of 
raisins :  and  when  he  had  eaten,  his  spirit  came  again 
to  him:  for  he  had  eaten  no  bread,  nor  drunk  any 
water,  three  days  and  three  nights.    ''And  David  said 
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unto  him,  To  whom  helongest  thou?  and  whence  art 
thou?  And  he  said,  I  am  a  young  man  of  Egypt, 
servant  to  an  Amalekite;  and  my  master  left  me, 
because  three  days  agone  I  fell  sick.  '^We  made  an 
invasion  upon  the  south  of  the  Cherethites,  and  upon 
the  coast  which  helongeth  to  Judah,  and  upon  the  south 
of  Caleb;  and  we  burned  Ziklag  with  fire.  '^And 
David  said  to  him.  Canst  thou  bring  me  down  to  this 
company?  And  he  said,  Swear  unto  me  by  God,  that 
thou  wilt  neither  kill  me,  nor  deliver  me  into  the 
hands  of  my  master,  and  I  will  bring  thee  down  to 
this  company. 

'^And  when  he  had  brought  him  down,  behold,  they 
were  spread  abroad  upon  all  the  earth,  eating,  and 
drinking,  and  dancing,  because  of  all  the  great  spoil 
that  they  had  taken  out  of  the  land  of  the  Philistines, 
and  out  of  the  land  of  Judah.  ''And  David  smote 
them  from  the  twilight  even  unto  the  evening  of 
*the  next  day:  and  there  escaped  not  a  man  oi^^^„;^^^'^ 
them,  save  four  hundred  young  men,  which  rode  upon 
camels  and  fled.  '^And  David  recovered  all  that  the 
Amalekites  had  carried  away :  and  David  rescued  his 
two  wives.  '^And  there  was  nothing  lacking  to  them, 
neither  small  nor  great,  neither  sons  nor  daughters, 
neither  spoil,  nor  any  thing  that  they  had  taken  to 
them :  David  recovered  all.  '°  And  David  took  all  the 
flocks  and  the  herds,  which  they  drave  before  those 
other  cattle,  and  said.  This  is  David's  spoil. 

^'  And  David  came  to  the  two  hundred  men,  which 
were  so  faint  that  they  could  not  follow  David,  whom 
they  had  made  also  to  abide  at  the  brook  Besor: 
and  they  went  forth  to  meet  David,  and  to  meet  the 
people  that  ivere  with  him:  and  when  David  came 
near  to  the  people,  he  *  saluted  them.  "Then  ^i'^t/^fr 
answered  all  the  wicked  men,  and  men  of  Belial,  of 
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*  those  that  went  with  David,  and  said,  Because  Heb.  the  men. 
they  went  not  with  us,  we  will  not  give  them  ought  of 
the  spoil  that  we  have  recovered,  save  to  every  man 
his  wife  and  his  children,  that  they  may  lead  them 
away  and  depart.  ^^  Then  said  David,  Ye  shall  not  do 
so,  my  brethren,  with  that  which  the  Lord  hath  given 
us,  who  hath  preserved  us,  and  delivered  the  company 
that  came  against  us  into  our  hand.  ^^  For  who  will 
hearken  unto  you  in  this  matter?  but  as  his  part  is 
that  goeth  down  to  the  battle,  so  shall  his  part  be  that 
tarrieth  by  the  stuff:  they  shall  part  alike.  '^ And  it 
was  so  from  that  day  *  forward,  that  he  made  ^^.^^m-d. 
it  a  statute  and  an  ordinance  for  Israel  unto  this  day. 

'^And  when  David  came  to  Ziklag,  he  sent  of  the 
spoil  unto  the  elders  of  Judah,  even  to  his  friends, 
saying,  Behold  a  *  present  for  you  of  the  spoil  ^^^„*.^''*' 
of  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  ;  ^^  to  them  which  were  in 
Beth-el,  and  to  them  which  loere  in  south  Eamoth,  and 
to  them  which  were  in  Jattir,  ^^  and  to  them  which  were 
in  Aroer,  and  to  them  which  ivere  in  Siphmoth,  and  to 
them  which  were  in  Eshtemoa,  ^^and  to  them-  which  ivere 
in  Eachal,  and  to  them,  which  were  in  the  cities  of  the 
Jerahmeelites,  and  to  them  which  ivere  in  the  cities  of 
the  Kenites,  ^°  and  to  them  which  were  in  Hormah,  and 
to  them  which  icere  in  Chor-ashan,  and  to  them  which 
were  in  Athach,  ^'  and  to  them  which  were  in  Hebron, 
and  to  all  the  places  where  David  himself  and  his  men 
were  wont  to  haunt. 

XXXL  Now  the  Philistines  fought  against  Israel : 
and  the  men  of  Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistines, 
and  fell  down  *  slain  in  mount  Gilboa.  'And  ov, wounded. 
the  Philistines  followed  hard  upon  Saul  and  upon  his 
sons;  and  the  Philistines  slew  Jonathan,  and  Abina- 
dab,  and  Melchi-shua,  Saul's  sons.  ^And  the  battle 
went  sore  against  Saul,  and  the  *  archers  ^"^JK^"'."'" 
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*liit  him;  and  he  was  sore  wounded  of  the  neh.  found  Mm. 
archers.  ^  Then  said  Saul  unto  his  armourbearer,  Draw 
thy  sword,  and  thrust  me  through  therewith  ;  lest 
these  uncircumcised  come  and  thrust  me  through,  and 
*  abuse  me.  But  his  armourbearer  would  not;  or,  mock  me. 
for  he  was  sore  afraid.  Therefore  Saul  took  a  sword, 
and  fell  upon  it.  ^And  when  his  armourbearer  saw 
that  Saul  was  dead,  he  fell  likewise  upon  his  sword, 
and  died  Avith  him.  ^  So  Saul  died,  and  his  three  sons, 
and  his  armourbearer,  and  all  his  men,  that  same  day 
together. 

^And  when  the  men  of  Israel  that  ivere  on  the  other 
side  of  the  valley,  and  thei/  that  icere  on  the  other  side 
Jordan,  saw  that  the  men  of  Israel  fled,  and  that  Saul 
and  his  sons  were  dead,  they  forsook  the  cities,  and 
fled ;  and  the  Philistines  came  and  dwelt  in  them. 

^And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the 
Philistines  came  to  strip  the  slain,  that  they  found 
Saul  and  his  three  sons  fallen  in  mount  Gilboa.  ^And 
they  cut  off  his  head,  and  stripped  off  his  armour, 
and  sent  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines  round  about, 
to  publish  it  in  the  house  of  their  idols,  and  among 
the  people.  '°And  they  put  his  armour  in  the  house 
of  Ashtaroth :  and  they  fastened  his  body  to  the  wall 
of  Beth-shan. 

"And  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-gilead  heard 
*of  that  which  tlie  Philistines  had  done  to  ^-^JTr' 
Saul;  ''all  the  valiant  men  arose,  and  went  all  night, 
and  took  the  body  of  Saul,  and  the  bodies  of  his  sons 
from  the  wall  of  Beth-shan,  and  came  to  Jabesh,  and 
burnt  them  there.  '^  And  they  took  their  bones,  and 
buried  them  under  a  tree  at  Jabesh,  and  fasted  seven 
days. 


II.    SAMUEL. 


I.  Now  it  came  to  pass  after  the  death  of  Saul, 
when  David  was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the 
Amalekites,  and  David  had  abode  two  days  in  Ziklag ; 
^  it  came  even  to  pass  on  the  third  day,  that,  behold,  a 
man  came  out  of  the  camp  from  Saul  with  his  clothes 
rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head:  and  so  it  was,  when 
he  came  to  David,  that  he  fell  to  the  earth,  and  did 
obeisance.  ^And  David  said  unto  him,  From  whence 
comest  thou  ?  And  he  said  unto  him.  Out  of  the 
camp  of  Israel  am  I  escaped.  "^And  David  said  unto 
him,  *  How  went  the  matter?  I  pray  thee,  tell  ^:t,^'" 
me.  And  he  answered,  That  the  people  are  fled  from 
the  battle,  and  many  of  the  people  also  are  fallen  and 
dead ;  and  Saul  and  Jonathan  his  son  are  dead  also. 

^And  David  said  unto  the  young  man  that  told 
him,  How  knowest  thou  that  Saul  and  Jonathan  his 
son  be  dead?  ^And  the  young  man  that  told  him 
said.  As  I  happened  by  chance  upon  mount  Gilboa, 
behold,  Saul  leaned  upon  his  spear;  and,  lo,  the  cha- 
riots and  horsemen  followed  hard  after  him.  ^And 
when  he  looked  behind  him,  he  saw  me,  and  called 
unto  me.  And  I  answered,  *Here  am  I.  B.eh.Behoidme. 
^And  he  said  unto  me.  Who  art  thou?  And  I  an- 
swered him,  I  am  an  Amalekite.     ^  He  said  unto  me 
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again,  Stand,  I  pray  thee,  upon  me,  and  slay  me :  for 
*  anguish  is  come  upon  me,  because  my  ^I'l^ZitiZfed 
life  is  yet  whole  in  me.  ^°  So  I  stood  Zl^n^liT'""  ""' 
upon  him,  and  slew  him,  because  I  was  sure  that  he 
could  not  live  after  he  was  fallen  :  and  I  took  the 
crown  that  was  upon  his  head,  and  the  bracelet  that 
was  on  his  arm,  and  have  brought  them  hither  unto 
my  lord. 

"Then  David  took  hold  on  his  clothes,  and  rent 
them ;  and  likewise  all  the  men  that  ivere  with  him : 
'^and  they  mourned,  and  wept,  and  fasted  until  even, 
for  Saul,  and  for  Jonathan  his  son,  and  for  the  people 
of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  house  of  Israel ;  because 
they  were  fallen  by  the  sword. 

'^And  David  said  unto  the  young  man  that  told 
him,  AVhence  art  thou?  And  he  answered,  I  am  the 
son  of  a  stranger,  an  Amalekite.  '"^And  David  said 
unto  him,  How  wast  thou  not  afraid  to  stretch  forth 
thine  hand  to  destroy  the  Lord's  anointed?  '"And 
David  called  one  of  the  young  men,  and  said,  Go  near, 
and  fall  upon  him.  And  he  smote  him  that  he  died. 
'^And  David  said  unto  him,  Thy  blood  be  upon  thy 
head ;  for  thy  mouth  hath  testified  against  thee,  say- 
ino;,  I  have  slain  the  Lord's  anointed. 

'^And  David  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over 
Saul  and  over  Jonathan  his  son:  ('^also  he  bade 
them  teach  the  children  of  Judah  the  use  of  the  bow : 
behold,  it  is  written  in  the  book  *of  Jasher.)        ^AghL 

'^The  beauty  of  Israel  is  slain  upon  thy  high  places: 
how  are  the  mighty  fallen !  "'  Tell  it  not  in  Gath, 
publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon ;  lest  the 
daughters  of  the  Philistines  rejoice,  lest  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  uncircumcised  triumph. 

"  Ye  mountains  of  Gilboa,  let  there  be  no  dew,  neither 
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let  there  he  rain,  upon  you,  nor  fields  of  offerings : 
for  there  the  shield  of  the  mighty  is  vilely  cast 
away,  the  shield  of  Saul,  as  tlioiigh  he  had  not  been 
anointed  with  oil.  ""  From  the  blood  of  the  slain, 
from  the  fat  of  the  mighty,  the  bow  of  Jonathan 
turned  not  back,  and  the  sword  of  Saul  returned 
not  empty. 

'^Saul  and  Jonathan  were  lovely  and  *  pleasant  ox,^ioeet. 
in  their  lives,  and  in  their  death  they  were  not 
divided :  they  were  swifter  than  eagles,  they  were 
stronger  than  lions. 

'*  Ye  daughters  of  Israel,  weej)  over  Saul,  who  clothed 
you  in  scarlet,  with  other  delights,  who  put  on 
ornaments  of  gold  upon  your  apparel.  ''  How  are 
the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle! 
0  Jonathan,  thou  ivast  slain  in  thine  high  places. 

'^I  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan:  very 
pleasant  hast  thou  been  unto  me :  thy  love  to  me 
was  wonderful,  passing  the  love  of  women.  '^How 
are  the  mighty  fallen,  and  the  weapons  of  war 
perished ! 

II.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  David 
enquired  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall  I  go  up  into  any 
of  the  cities  of  Judah  ?  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him, 
Go  up.  And  David  said.  Whither  shall  I  go  up? 
And  he  said,  Unto  Hebron.  '  So  David  went  up 
thither,  and  his  two  wives  also,  Ahinoam  the  Jez- 
reelitess,  and  Abigail  Nabal's  wife  the  Carmelite. 
^And  his  men  that  were  with  him  did  David  bring 
up,  every  man  with  his  household:  and  they  dwelt 
in  the  cities  of  Hebron.  "^And  the  men  of  Judah  came, 
and  there  the}^  anointed  David  king  over  the  house 
of  Judah. 

And  they  told  David,  saying.    That  the  men  of 
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Jabesh-gilead  were  they  that  buried  Saul.  ^  And  David 
sent  messengers  unto  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead,  and 
said  unto  them,  Blessed  he  ye  of  the  Lord,  that  ye 
have  shewed  this  kindness  unto  your  lord,  even  unto 
Saul,  and  have  buried  him.  ^  And  now  the  Lord  shew 
kindness  and  truth  unto  you :  and  I  also  will  requite 
you  this  kindness,  because  ye  have  done  this  thing. 
"Therefore  now  let  your  hands  be  strengthened,  and 
*be  ye  valiant:  for  your  master  Saul  is  dead,  fot'ofWiour. 
and  also  the  house  of  Judah  have  anointed  me  king 
over  them. 

^But  Abner  the  son  of  Xer,  captain  of  *  Saul's  host, 
took  *Ish-bosheth  the  son  of  Saul,  and  S,!''ot  J'l-w' 
brought  him  over  to  Mahanaim;  ^and  made  him  king 
over  Gilead,  and  over  the  Ashurites,  and  over  Jezreel, 
and  over  Ephraim,  and  over  Benjamin,  and  over  all 
Israel.  '°Ish-bosheth  Saul's  son  was  forty  years  old 
when  he  began  to  reign  over  Israel,  and  reigned  two 
years.  But  the  house  of  Judah  followed  David.  "And 
the  *time  that  David  was  king  in  Hebron  over  ^'o/Ja^f ''' 
the  house  of  Judah  was  seven  years  and  six  months. 

'"And  Abner  the  son  of  Xer,  and  the  servants  of 
Ish-bosheth  the  son  of  Saul,  went  out  from  Mahanaim 
to  Gibeon.  '^And  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  and  the 
servants  of  David,  went  out,  and  met  *  together  ^ugethe^. 
by  the  pool  of  Gibeon :  and  they  sat  down,  the  one  on 
the  one  side  of  the  pool,  and  the  other  on  the  other 
side  of  the  pool.  '"^And  Abner  said  to  Joab,  Let  the 
young  men  now  arise,  and  play  before  us.  And  Joab 
said.  Let  them  arise.  '^Then  there  arose  and  went 
over  by  number  twelve  of  Benjamin,  which  ^pertained 
to  Ish-bosheth  the  son  of  Saul,  and  twelve  of  the 
servants  of  David.  '^  And  they  caught  every  one  his 
fellow  by  the  head,  and  thrust  his  sword  in  his  fellow's 
side ;  so  they  fell  down  together :  wherefore  that  place 

N.   7. 
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was  called  *Helkatli-hazzurim,  which  is  in  '^\f  strong  m^n.^ 
Gibeon.  '^And  there  was  a  very  sore  battle  that  day: 
and  Abner  was  beaten,  and  the  men  of  Israel,  before 
the  servants  of  David. 

'^  And  there  were  three  sons  of  Zeruiah  there,  Joab, 
and  Abishai,  and  Asahel:  and  Asahel  ivas  as  light 
*of  foot  *  as  a  wild  roe.  ''  And  Asahel  5t.fo'f£f  is  Sf.'jS 
pursued  after  Abner;  and  in  going  he  turned  not  to 
the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left  *from  following  Jlr/w. 
Abner.  *°Then  Abner  looked  behind  him,  and  said, 
Art  thou  Asahel?  And  he  answered,  I  am.  '''And 
Abner  said  to  him.  Turn  thee  aside  to  thy  right  hand 
or  to  thy  left,  and  lay  thee  hold  on  one  of  the  young 
men,  and  take  thee  his  *  armour.  But  Asahel  ov,spoii. 
would  not  turn  aside  from  following  of  him.  "And 
Abner  said  again  to  Asahel,  Turn  thee  aside  from 
following  me :  wherefore  should  I  smite  thee  to  the 
ground?  how  then  should  I  hold  up  my  face  to  Joab 
thy  brother?  '^Howbeit  he  refused  to  turn  aside: 
wherefore  Abner  with  the  hinder  end  of  the  spear 
smote  him  under  the  fifth  rih^  that  the  spear  came 
out  behind  him;  and  he  fell  down  there,  and  died 
in  the  same  place :  and  it  came  to  pass,  tliat  as  many 
as  came  to  the  place  where  Asahel  fell  down  and  died 
stood  still.  ""VToab  also  and  Abishai  pursued  after 
Abner ;  and  the  sun  went  down  when  they  were 
come  to  the  hill  of  Ammah,  that  lieth  before  Giah 
by  the  way  of  the  wilderness  of  Gibeon. 

'^And  the  children  of  Benjamin  gathered  them- 
selves together  after  Abner,  and  became  one  troop, 
and  stood  on  the  top  of  an  hill.  *^  Then  Abner  called 
to  Joab,  and  said.  Shall  the  sword  devour  for  ever? 
knowest  thou  not  that  it  will  be  bitterness  in  the 
latter  end?  how  long  shall  it  be  then,  ere  thou  bid 
the    people   return   from   following    their   brethren? 
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^^And  Joab  said,  As  God  liveth,  unless  thou  hadst 
spoken,  surely  then  *in  the  morning  the  people  tS morning. 
had  *gone  up  every  one  from  following  his  or,  gone  awa^. 
brother.  ^^  So  Joab  blew  a  trumpet,  and  all  the  people 
stood  still,  and  pursued  after  Israel  no  more,  neither 
fought  they  any  more. 

^^And  Abner  and  his  men,  walked  all  that  night 
through  the  plain,  and  passed  over  Jordan,  and  went 
through  all  Bithron,  and  they  came  to  Mahanaim. 
^°And  Joab  returned  from  following  Abner :  and 
when  he  had  gathered  all  the  people  together,  there 
lacked  of  David's  servants  nineteen  men  and  Asahel. 
^'But  the  servants  of  David  had  smitten  of  Benjamin, 
and  of  Abner's  men,  so  that  three  hundred  and  three 
score  men  died.  ^'And  they  took  up  Asahel,  and 
buried  him  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  father,  which  vxis 
in  Beth-lehem.  And  Joab  and  his  men  went  all  night, 
and  they  came  to  Hebron  at  break  of  day. 

III.  Now  there  was  long  war  between  the  house 
of  Saul  and  the  house  of  David:  but  David  waxed 
strono^er  and  strono^er,  and  the  house  of  Saul  waxed 
weaker  and  weaker. 

^  And  unto  David  were  sons  born  in  Hebron :  and 
his  firstborn  was  Amnon,  of  Ahinoam,  the  Jezreel- 
itess;  -^and  his  second,  *Chileab,  of  Abigail  the  ov,Daniei. 
wife  of  Nabal  the  Carmelite ;  and  the  third,  Absalom 
the  son  of  Maachah  the  daughter  of  Talmai  king  of 
Geshur ;  *and  the  fourth,  Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith ; 
^and  the  fifth,  Shephatiah  the  son  of  Abital;  and  the 
sixth,  Ithream,  by  Eglah  David's  wife.  These  were 
born  to  David  in  Hebron. 

^And  it  came  to  pass,  while  there  was  war  between 
the  house  of  Saul  and  the  house  of  David,  that  Abner 
made  himself  strong  for  the  house  of  Saul.  ^  And  Saul 
had  a  concubine,  whose  name  ivas  Kizpah,  the  daugh- 
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ter  of  Aiah  :  and  Ish-hosheth  said  to  Abner,  Wherefore 
bast  tbou  gone  m  unto  my  father's  concubine?  ^Tben 
was  Abner  very  wroth  for  the  words  of  Ish-bosheth, 
and  said,  Am  I  a  dog's  head,  which  against  Judah  do 
shew  kindness  this  day  unto  the  house  of  Saul  thy 
father,  to  his  brethren,  and  to  his  friends,  and  have 
not  delivered  thee  into  the  hand  of  David,  that  thou 
chargest  me  to  day  with  a  fault  concerning  this  Avoman? 
^So  do  God  to  Abner,  and  more  also,  except,  as  the 
Lord  hath  sworn  to  David,  even  so  I  do  to  him; 
'°to  translate  the  kingdom  from  the  house  of  Saul, 
and  to  set  up  the  throne  of  David  over  Israel  and 
over  Judah,  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba.  "And 
he  could  not  answer  Abner  a  word  again,  because  he 
feared  him. 

"And  Abner  sent  messengers  to  David  on  his  behalf, 
saying.  Whose  is  the  land?  saying  also,  Make  thy 
league  with  me,  and,  behold,  my  hand  shall  be  with 
thee,  to  bring  about  all  Israel  unto  thee.  '^And  he 
said.  Well;  I  will  make  a  league  with  thee:  but  one 
thing  I  require  of  thee,  *that  is,  Thou  shalt  Heb.  sa^%. 
not  see  my  face,  except  thou  first  bring  Michal  Saul's 
daughter,  when  thou  comest  to  see  my  face.  '^And 
David  sent  messengers  to  Ish-bosheth  Saul's  son,  say- 
ing. Deliver  me  my  wife  Michal,  which  I  espoused  to 
me  for  an  hundred  foreskins  of  the  Philistines.  ''And 
Ish-bosheth  sent,  and  took  her  from  her  husband,  even 
from  Phaltiel  the  son  of  Laish.  '^And  her  husband 
went  with  her  *  along  weeping  behind  her  ^"t.'S""'^ 
to  Bahurim.  Then  said  Abner  unto  him,  Go,  return. 
And  he  returned. 

'^And  Abner  had  communication  with  the  elders 
of  Israel,  saying.  Ye  sought  for  David  *in  ^.f.S.S'Xt" 
times  past  to  be  king  over  you:  '^now  then  do  it:  for 
the  Lord  hath  spoken  of  David,  saying.  By  the  hand 
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of  my  servant  David  I  will  save  my  people  Israel  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines,  and  out  of  the  hand 
of  all  their  enemies.  '^And  Abner  also  spake  in  the 
ears  of  Benjamin:  and  Abner  went  also  to  speak  in 
the  ears  of  David  in  Hebron  all  that  seemed  good 
to  Israel,  and  that  seemed  good  to  the  whole  house 
of  Benjamin.  '°  So  Abner  came  to  David  to  Hebron, 
and  twenty  men  with  him.  And  David  made  Abner 
and  the  men  that  icere  with  him  a  feast.  ''  And  Abner 
said  unto  David,  I  will  arise  and  go,  and  will  gather 
all  Israel  unto  my  lord  the  king,  that  they  may  make 
a  league  with  thee,  and  that  thou  mayest  reign  over 
all  that  thine  heart  desireth.  And  David  sent  Abner 
away ;  and  he  went  in  peace. 

"And,  behold,  the  servants  of  Da\'id  and  Joab  came 
from  pursuing  a  troop,  and  brought  in  a  great  spoil 
with  them :  but  Abner  was  not  with  David  in  Hebron ; 
for  he  had  sent  him  away,  and  he  was  gone  in  peace. 
'^When  Joab  and  all  the  host  that  icas  with  him  were 
come,  they  told  Joab,  saying,  Abner  the  son  of  Ner 
came  to  the  king,  and  he  hath  sent  him  away,  and  he 
is  gone  in  peace.  ^^  Then  Joab  came  to  the  king,  and 
said.  What  hast  thou  done?  behold,  Abner  came  unto 
thee ;  why  is  it  that  thou  hast  sent  him  away,  and  he 
is  quite  gone  ?  ^'^  Thou  knowest  Abner  the  son  of  Xer, 
that  he  came  to  deceive  thee,  and  to  know  thy  going 
out  and  thy  coming  in,  and  to  know  all  that  thou 
doest. 

'^And  when  Joab  was  come  out  from  David,  he 
sent  messengers  after  Abner,  which  brought  him 
again  from  the  well  of  Sirah  :  but  David  knew  it 
not.  '"And  when  Abner  was  returned  to  Hebron, 
Joab  took  him  aside  in  the  gate  to  speak  with  him 
*  quietly,  and  smote  him  there  under  the  fifth  or,  peaceably. 
rib^  that  he  died,  for  the  blood  of  Asahel  his  brother. 
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'^And  afterward  when  David  heard  zY,  he  said,  I 
and  my  kingdom  are  guiltless  before  the  Lord  for 
ever  from  the  *  blood  of  Abner  the  son  of  Ner :  ^.eh.bioods. 
^^let  it  rest  on  the  head  of  Joab,  and  on  all  his  father's 
house:  and  let  there  not  *fail  from  the  house  Heb.secw^o/-. 
of  Joab  one  that  hath  an  issue,  or  that  is  a  leper,  or 
that  leaneth  on  a  staff,  or  that  falleth  on  the  sword,  or 
that  lacketh  bread.  ^°So  Joab  and  Abishai  his  brother 
slew  Abner,  because  he  had  slain  their  brother  Asahel 
at  Gibeon  in  the  battle. 

^' And  David  said  to  Joab,  and  to  all  the  people  that 
icere  Avith  him.  Rend  your  clothes,  and  gird  you  with 
sackcloth,  and  mourn  before  Abner.  And  king  David 
himself  followed  the  *bier.  ^'And  they  buried  Heb.jei. 
Abner  in  Hebron:  and  the  king  lifted  up  his  voice, 
and  wept  at  the  grave  of  Abner;  and  all  the  people 
wept.  "And  the  king  lamented  over  Abner,  and  said. 
Died  Abner  as  a  fool  dieth?  '"^  Thy  hands  icere  not 
bound,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetters :  as  a  man  falleth 
before  *  wicked  men,  so  fellest  thou.  ^/ Jji^!" 

And  all  the  people  wept  again  over  him.  ^^And 
when  all  the  people  came  to  cause  David  to  eat  meat 
while  it  was  yet  day,  David  sware,  saying.  So  do  God 
to  me,  and  more  also,  if  I  taste  bread,  or  ought  else, 
till  the  sun  be  down.  ^^  And  all  the  people  took  notice 
of  it^  and  it  *  pleased  them :  as  whatsoever  the  ^t°thZ7y°et 
king  did  pleased  all  the  people.  "  For  all  the  people 
and  all  Israel  understood  that  day  that  it  was  not  of 
the  king  to  slay  Abner  the  son  of  Ner. 

^^  And  the  king  said  unto  his  servants.  Know  ye  not 
that  there  is  a  prince  and  a  great  man  fallen  this  day 
in  Israel?  ^^  And  I  am  this  day  *weak,  though  Heb.  tender. 
anointed  king;  and  these  men  the  sons  of  Zeruiah  he 
too  hard  for  me :  the  Lord  shall  reward  the  doer  of 
evil  according  to  his  wickedness. 
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lY.  And  when  Saul's  son  heard  that  Abner  was 
dead  in  Hebron,  his  hands  were  feeble,  and  all  the 
Israelites  were  troubled.  'And  Saul's  son  had  two  men 
that  icere  captains  of  bands :  the  name  of  the  one  teas 
Baanah,  and  the  name  of  the  *  other  Rechab,  'B.eh.  second. 
the  sons  of  Rimmon  a  Beerothite,  of  the  children  of 
Benjamin :  (for  Beeroth  also  was  reckoned  to  Benja- 
min: ^and  the  Beerothites  fled  to  Gittaim,  and  were 
sojourners  there  until  this  day.) 

'^And  Jonathan,  Saul's  son,  had  a  son  that  was  lame 
of  his  feet.  He  was  five  years  old  when  the  tidings 
came  of  Saul  and  Jonathan  out  of  Jezreel,  and  his 
nurse  took  him  up,  and  fled :  and  it  came  to  pass,  as 
she  made  haste  to  flee,  that  he  fell,  and  became  lame. 
And  his  name  teas  *Mephibosheth.  ov,  Merib-iaai. 

^And  the  sons  of  Rimmon  the  Beerothite,  Rechab 
and  Baanah,  went,  and  came  about  the  heat  of  the  day 
to  the  house  of  Ish-bosheth,  Avho  lay  on  a  bed  at  noon. 
^And  they  came  thither  into  the  midst  of  the  house, 
as  though  they  would  have  fetched  wheat;  and  they 
smote  him  under  the  fifth  rib :  and  Rechab  and 
Baanah  his  brother  escaped.  '  For  when  they  came 
into  the  house,  he  lay  on  his  bed  in  his  bedchamber, 
and  they  smote  him,  and  slew  him,  and  beheaded  him, 
and  took  his  head,  and  gat  them  away  through  the 
plain  all  night.  \lnd  they  brought  the  head  of  Ish- 
bosheth  unto  David  to  Hebron,  and  said  to  the  king, 
Behold  the  head  of  Ish-bosheth  the  son  of  Saul  thine 
enemy,  which  sought  thy  life;  and  the  Lord  hath 
avenged  my  lord  the  king  this  day  of  Saul,  and  of 
his  seed. 

^And  David  answered  Rechab  and  Baanah  his 
brother,  the  sons  of  Rimmon  the  Beerothite,  and  said 
unto  them.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  who  hath  redeemed 
my  soul  out  of  all  adversity,  '°when  one  told  me,  say- 
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ing,  Behold,  Saul  is  dead,  ^thinking  to  ^;p:ZZS:^ 
have  brought  o^ood  tidings,  I  took  hold  of  him,  and 

slew  him  in  zikiag,  *who  tJwiight  ihQt^''i[:^r!;>^i;^i::i^Zs/ 

I  would  have  given  him  a  reward  for  his  tidings :  "how 
much  more,  when  wicked  men  have  slain  a  righteous 
person  in  his  own  house  upon  his  bed?  shall  I  not 
therefore  now  require  his  blood  of  your  hand,  and  take 
you  away  from  the  earth?  '"And  David  commanded 
his  young  men,  and  they  slew  them,  and  cut  off  their 
hands  and  their  feet,  and  hanged  them  up  over  the 
pool  in  Hebron.  But  they  took  the  head  of  Ish-bosheth, 
and  buried  it  in  the  sepulchre  of  Abner  in  Hebron. 

y.  Then  came  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  David  unto 
Hebron,  and  spake,  saying.  Behold,  we  a?'e  thy  bone 
and  thy  flesh.  ^  Also  in  time  past,  when  Saul  Avas  king 
over  us,  thou  wast  he  that  leddest  out  and  broughtest 
in  Israel :  and  the  Lord  said  to  thee.  Thou  shalt  feed 
my  people  Israel,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  captain  over 
Israel.  '  So  all  the  elders  of  Israel  came  to  the  king  to 
Hebron ;  and  king  David  made  a  league  with  them  in 
Hebron  before  the  Lord  :  and  they  anointed  David 
king  over  Israel.  ^  David  ivas  thirty  years  old  when 
he  began  to  reign,  ajid  he  reigned  forty  years.  ^  In 
Hebron  he  reigned  over  Judah  seven  years  and  six 
months :  and  in  Jerusalem  he  reigned  thirty  and  three 
years  over  all  Israel  and  Judah. 

^  And  the  king  and  his  men  went  to  Jerusalem  unto 
the  Jebusites,  the  inhabitants  of  the  land :  which  spake 
unto  David,  saying.  Except  thou  take  away  the  blind 
and  the  lame,  thou  shalt  not  come  in  hither :  *  thinking, 
David  cannot  come  in  hither.  '  Neverthe-  ^';jS7t,^'^ 
less  David  took  the  strong  hold  of  Zion :  the  same  is 
the  city  of  David.  ^And  L^avid  said  on  that  day, 
Whosoever  getteth  up  to  the  gutter,  and  smiteth  the 
Jebusites,  and  the  lame  and  the  blind,  that  are  hated 
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of  David's  soul,  he  shall  he  chief  and  captain.  *  Where- 
fore they  said,  The  blind  and  the  lame  ^;;f;::T;S/«:f//L^S;t 
shall  not  come  into  the  house.  Z:t'' ''"'  '^""^  ^"'^  ^'^ 

^  So  David  dwelt  in  the  fort,  and  called  it  the  city 
of  David.  And  David  built  round  about  from  Millo 
and  uward.  '°And  David  *went  on,  and  ^ts^^lH^ 
o^rew  o^reat,  and  the  Loed  God  of  hosts  v:as  with  him. 

"And  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  sent  messengers  to 
David,  and  cedar  trees,  and  carpenters,  and  *masons: 
and  they  built  David  an  house.  ^'And  S.;'/7dJ?.' 
David  perceived  that  the  Lord  had  established  him 
king  over  Israel,  and  that  he  had  exalted  his  kingdom 
for  his  people  Israel's  sake. 

'^And  Da\dd  took  him.  more  concubines  and  wives 
out  of  Jerusalem,  after  he  was  come  from  Hebron: 
and  there  were  yet  sons  and  daughters  born  to  David. 
''^And  these  he  the  names  of  those  that  were  born 
unto  him  in  Jerusalem ;  *  Shammuah,  and  Sho-  or,  sumea. 
bab,  and  Nathan,  and  Solomon,  '^  Ibhar  also,  and 
*Elishua,  and  Xepheg,  and  Japhia,  '^and  Eli-  ^£S" 
shama,  and  *Eliada,  and  Eliphalet.  or,  seeiiada. 

'^  But  when  the  Philistines  heard  that  they  had 
anointed  David  king  over  Israel,  all  the  Philistines 
came  up  to  seek  David;  and  David  heard  of  it^  and 
went  down  to  the  hold.  '^  The  Philistines  also  came 
and  spread  themselves  in  the  valley  of  Eephaim. 
'^And  David  enquired  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall 
I  go  up  to  the  Philistines?  wilt  thou  deliver  them 
into  mine  hand?  And  the  Lord  said  unto  David,  Go 
up:  for  I  will  doubtless  deliver  the  Philistines  into 
thine  hand.  """And  David  came  to  Baal-perazim,  and 
David  smote  them  there,  and  said.  The  Lord  hath 
broken  forth  upon  mine  enemies  before  me,  as  the 
breach  of  waters.  Therefore  he  called  the  name  of 
that   place    *  Baal-perazim.      ^^And   there  '"""'^VJadt'^ 
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they  left  their  images,  and  David  and  his  men 
*burned  them.  ^  ""^'X'''" 

'''And  the  Philistines  came  up  yet  again,  and  spread 
themselves  in  the  valley  of  Kephaim.  '^And  when 
David  enquired  of  the  Lord,  he  said.  Thou  shalt  not 
go  up;  hut  fetch  a  compass  behind  them,  and  come 
upon  them  over  against  the  mulberry  trees.  ""^And 
let  it  be,  when  thou  hearest  the  sound  of  a  going  in 
the  tops  of  the  mulberry  trees,  that  then  thou  shalt 
bestir  thyself:  for  then  shall  the  Lord  go  out  before 
thee,  to  smite  the  host  of  the  Philistines.  '^And 
David  did  so,  as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him ;  and 
smote  the  Philistines  from  Geba  until  thou  come  to 
Gazer. 

YI.  Again,  David  gathered  together  all  the  chosen 
men  of  Israel,  thirty  thousand.  'And  David  arose, 
and  went  with  all  the  people  that  were  with  him,  from 

"r,  Baalah,  that  i' 
Kirjath-jearim . 
which  the  nay 
he  name  of  the 

by  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  that  i2SFufonr'''  "" 
dwelleth  between  the  cherubims. 

^\nd  they  *set  the  ark  of  God  upon  a  new  ^tZ:'" 
cart,  and  brought  it  out  of  the  house  of  Abinadab  that 
was  in  *  Gibeah :  and  Uzzah  and  Ahio,  the  sons  of  %it 
Abinadab,  drave  the  new  cart.  'And  they  brought 
it  out  of  the  house  of  Abinadab  which  was  in  Gibeah, 
*  accompanying  the  ark  of  God:  and  Ahio  went  Heb.  w^a. 
before  the  ark.  ^  And  David  and  all  the  house  of  Israel 
played  before  the  Lord  on  all  manner  of  instruments 
made  of  fir  wood,  even  on  harps,  and  on  psalteries, 
and  on  timbrels,  and  on  cornets,  and  on  cymbals. 

^And  when  they  came  to  Nachon's  threshingfloor, 
I^zzah  put  forth  Ids  hand  to  the  ark  of  God,  and  took 
hold  of  it;  for  the  oxen  *  shook  zl  'And  the  ov,stumhied. 
anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  Uzzah;  and 
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the  ark  of  God,  *  whose  name  is  called  or,^a^^j./u.^ /^.  .a«^. 
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God  smote  him  there  for  his  *  error;  and  there  ov,  rashness. 
he  died  by  the  ark  of  God.  ^And  David  was  dis- 
pleased, because  the  Lord  had  *made  a  breach  ^eh.iroken. 
upon  Lzzah:  and  he  called  the  name  of  the  place 
*Perez-uzzah  to  this  day.  '^''"'ofu'/af'' 

^And  David  was  afraid  of  the  Lord  that  day,  and 
said,  How  shall  the  ark  of  the  Lord  come  to  me? 
'°  So  David  would  not  remove  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
unto  him  into  the  city  of  David :  but  David  carried 
it  aside  into  the  house  of  Obed-edom  the  Gittite. 
"And  the  ark  of  the  Lord  continued  in  the  house  of 
Obed-edom  the  Gittite  three  months :  and  the  Lord 
blessed  Obed-edom,  and  all  his  household. 

'"And  it  was  told  king  David,  saying,  The  Lord 
hath  blessed  the  house  of  Obed-edom,  and  all  that 
pertaineth  unto  him,  because  of  the  ark  of  God.  So 
David  went  and  brought  up  the  ark  of  God  from  the 
house  of  Obed-edom  into  the  city  of  David  with  glad- 
ness. '^  And  it  was  so^  that  when  they  that  bare  the 
ark  of  the  Lord  had  gone  six  paces,  he  sacrificed 
oxen  and  fatlings.  ''^And  David  danced  before  the 
Lord  with  all  his  might ;  and  David  teas  girded  with 
a  linen  ephod.  '^  So  David  and  all  the  house  of  Israel 
brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  with  shouting,  and 
with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet. 

'^And  as  the  ark  of  the  Lord  came  into  the  city 
of  David,  Michal  Saul's  daughter  looked  through  a 
window,  and  saw  king  David  leaping  and  dancing 
before  the  Lord  ;  and  she  despised  him  in  her  heart. 

'"And  they  brought  in  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and 
set  it  in  his  place,  in  the  midst  of  the  tabernacle  that 
David  had  *  pitched  for  it :  and  David  ofi*ered  B.eh.  stretched. 
burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord. 
'^And  as  soon  as  David  had  made  an  end  of  offering 
burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings,   he   blessed  the 
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people  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.  '^And  he 
dealt  among  all  the  people,  even  among  the  whole 
multitude  of  Israel,  as  well  to  the  women  as  men,  to 
every  one  a  cake  of  bread,  and  a  good  piece  of  fleshy 
and  a  flagon  of  wine.  So  all  the  people  departed  every 
one  to  his  house. 

""^  Then  David  returned  to  bless  his  household.  And 
Michal  the  daughter  of  Saul  came  out  to  meet  David, 
and  said,  How  glorious  was  the  king  of  Israel  to-day, 
who  uncovered  himself  to  day  in  \\\q  eyes  of  the 
handmaids  of  his  servants,  as  one  of  the  vain  fellows 
*  shamelessly  uncovereth  himself !  ^^  And  David  or,  openiy. 
said  unto  Michal,  It  ivas  before  the  Lord,  which 
chose  me  before  thy  father,  and  before  all  his  house, 
to  appoint  me  ruler  over  the  people  of  the  Lord,  over 
Israel:  therefore  will  I  play  before  the  Lord.  ''"And 
I  will  yet  be  more  vile  than  thus,  and  will  be  base 
in  mine  own  sight:  and  *  of  the  maid-  ^'^^f^'s^ts!''* 
servants  which  thou  hast  spoken  of,  of  them  shall 
I  be  had  in  honour.  '^  Therefore  Michal  the  daughter 
of  Saul  had  no  child  unto  the  day  of  her  death, 

VIL  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  sat  in  his 
house,  and  the  Lord  had  given  him  rest  round  about 
from  all  his  enemies ;  "^  that  the  king  said  unto  Nathan 
the  prophet.  See  now,  I  dwell  in  an  house  of  cedar, 
but  the  ark  of  God  dwelleth  within  curtains.  ^And 
Nathan  said  to  the  king,  Go,  do  all  that  is  in  thine 
heart,  for  the  Lord  is  with  thee. 

"^And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came  unto  Nathan,  saying,  ^  Go  and  tell 
*my  servant  David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  S;tiiS 
Shalt  thou  build  me  an  house  for  me  to  dwell  in? 
^Whereas  I  have  not  dwelt  in  any  house  since  the 
time  that  I  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of 
Egypt,  even  to  this  day,  but  have  walked  in  a  tent 
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and  in  a  tabernacle.  ^In  all  the  places  wherein  I  have 
walked  with  all  the  children  of  Israel  spake  I  a  word 
with  any  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  whom  I  commanded 
to  feed  my  people  Israel,  saying.  Why  build  ye  not 
me  an  house  of  cedar  ?  ^  Now  therefore  so  shalt  thou 
say  unto  my  servant  David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  I  took  thee  from  the  sheepcote,  *from  ^^/^i*'""' 
following  the  sheep,  to  be  ruler  over  my  people,  over 
Israel :  '  and  I  was  with  thee  whithersoever  thou 
wentest,  and  have  cut  off  all  thine  enemies  *out  ^4^}£'r 
of  thy  sight,  and  have  made  thee  a  great  name,  like 
unto  the  name  of  the  great  men  that  are  in  the  earth. 
'°  Moreover  I  will  appoint  a  place  for  my  people  Israel, 
and  will  plant  them,  that  they  may  dwell  in  a  place 
of  their  own,  and  move  no  more :  neither  shall  the 
children  of  wickedness  afflict  them  any  more,  as  before- 
time,  "and  as  since  the  time  that  I  commanded  judges 
to  he  over  my  people  Israel,  and  have  caused  thee  to 
rest  from  all  thine  enemies.  Also  the  Lord  telleth 
thee  that  he  will  make  thee  an  house.  '""And  when 
thj  days  be  fulfilled,  and  thou  shalt  sleep  with  thy 
fathers,  I  will  set  up  thy  seed  after  thee,  wdiich  shall 
proceed  out  of  thy  bowels,  and  I  will  establish  his 
kingdom.  '^  He  shall  build  an  house  for  my  name, 
and  I  will  stablish  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  for 
ever.  '^  I  will  be  his  father,  and  he  shall  be  my  son. 
If  he  commit  iniquity,  I  will  chasten  him  mth  the 
rod  of  men,  and  with  the  stripes  of  the  children  of 
men  :  '^  but  my  mercy  shall  not  depart  away  from 
him,  as  I  took  it  from  Saul,  whom  I  put  away  before 
thee.  '^And  thine  house  and  thy  kingdom  shall  be 
established  for  ever  before  thee :  thy  throne  shall  be 
established  for  ever. 

'^According  to  all  these  words,  and  according  to  all 
this  vision,  so  did  Nathan  speak  unto  David. 
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'^  Then  Avent  king  David  in,  and  sat  before  the 
Lord,  and  he  said.  Who  am  I,  0  Lord  God?  and 
what  is  my  house,  that  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto? 
'^And  this  was  yet  a  small  thing  in  thy  sight,  0  Lord 
God  ;  but  thou  hast  spoken  also  of  thy  servant's 
house  for  a  great  while  to  come.  And  is  this  the 
*  manner  of  man,  0  Lord  God!  '°And  what  s.eh.iaw. 
can  David  say  more  unto  thee?  for  thou.  Lord  God, 
knowest  thy  servant.  "'  For  thy  word's  sake,  and 
according  to  thine  own  heart,  hast  thou  done  all 
these  great  things,  to  make  thy  servant  know  them. 
"  Wherefore  thou  art  great,  0  Lord  God :  for  there  is 
none  like  thee,  neither  is  there  any  God  beside  thee, 
according  to  all  that  we  have  heard  with  our  ears. 
''^And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  like  thy  people, 
even  like  Israel,  whom  God  went  to  redeem  for  a 
people  to  himself,  and  to  make  him  a  name,  and  to 
do  for  you  great  things  and  terrible,  for  thy  land, 
before  thy  people,  which  thou  redeemedst  to  thee 
from  Egypt,  from,  the  nations  and  their  gods?  ""^For 
thou  hast  confirmed  to  thyself  thy  people  Israel  to  he 
a  people  unto  tliee  for  ever:  and  thou.  Lord,  art 
become  their  God.  '^And  now,  0  Lord  God,  the 
word  that  thou  hast  spoken  concerning  thy  servant, 
and  concerning  his  house,  establish  it  for  ever,  and 
do  as  thou  hast  said.  '^And  let  thy  name  be  mag- 
nified for  ever,  saying.  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  God 
over  Israel :  and  let  the  house  of  thy  servant  David 
be  established  before  thee.  '^  For  thou,  0  Lord  of 
hosts,  God  of  Israel,  hast  *  revealed  to  thy  ^t;rr' 
servant,  saying,  I  will  build  thee  an  house :  therefore 
hath  thy  servant  found  in  his  heart  to  pray  this  prayer 
unto  thee.  "^And  now,  0  Lord  God,  thou  art  that 
God,  and  thy  words  be  true,  and  thou  hast  pro- 
mised this  goodness  unto  thy  servant :  'therefore  now 
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*let  it  please  thee  to  bless  the  house  of  ^'^■td\Test"'"'^ 
thy  servant,  that  it  may  continue  for  ever  before  thee : 
for  thou,  0  Lord  God,  hast  spoken  it:  and  with  thy 
blessing  let  the  house  of  thy  servant  be  blessed  for 
ever. 

VIII.  And  after  this  it  came  to  pass,  that  David 
smote  the  Philistines,  and  subdued  them ;  and  David 
took  *Metheg-ammah  out  of  the  hand  of  the  ^o/2^S' 
Philistines. 

''And  he  smote  Moab,  and  measured  them  with 
a  line,  casting  them  down  to  the  ground;  even  with 
two  lines  measured  he  to  put  to  death,  and  with  one 
full  line  to  keep  alive.  And  so  the  Moabites  became 
David's  servants,  and  brought  gifts. 

^  David  smote  also  *  Hadadezer,  the  son  of  or,  Hadarezer. 
Rehob,  king  of  Zobah,  as  he  went  to  recover  his 
border  at  the  river  Euphrates.  '^And  David  took 
*from  him  a  thousand  chariots^  and  seven  hun-  ov,ofMs. 
dred  horsemen,  and  twenty  thousand  footmen :  and 
David  houghed  all  the  chariot  horses^  but  reserved 
of  them  for  an  hundred  chariots.  ^And  when  the 
Syrians  of  Damascus  came  to  succour  Hadadezer  king 
of  Zobah,  David  slew  of  the  Syrians  two  and  twenty 
thousand  men.  ^  Then  David  put  garrisons  in  Syria 
of  Damascus:  and  the  Syrians  became  servants  to 
David,  and  brought  gifts.  And  the  Lord  preserved 
David  whithersoever  he  went.  ^And  David  took  the 
shields  of  gold  that  were  on  the  servants  of  Hadad- 
ezer, and  brought  them  to  Jerusalem.  ^And  from 
*Betah,  and  from  *Berothai,  cities  of  Hadad-  Z:chun!^' 
ezer,  king  David  took  exceeding  much  brass. 

^When  *Toi  king  of  Hamath  heard  that  David  ov,toic. 
had  smitten  all  the  host  of  Hadadezer,  '''then  Toi  sent 
Joram  his  son  unto  king  David,  to  *  salute  ^J/^"'" 
him,  and  to  bless  him,  because  he  had  fought  against 
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Hadadezer,  and  smitten  him:  for  Hadadezer  *had 
wars  with  Toi.  And  Joram  *  brought  ISiSfL^St^r  "'''• 
with  him  vessels  of  silver,  and  vessels  of  gold,  and 
vessels  of  brass:  "which  also  king  David  did  dedicate 
unto  the  Lokd,  with  the  silver  and  gold  that  he  had 
dedicated  of  all  nations  which  he  subdued;  '''of  Syria, 
and  of  Moab,  and  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  of 
the  Philistines,  and  of  Amalek,  and  of  the  spoil  of 
Hadadezer,  son  of  Kehob,  king  of  Zobah. 

'^And  David  gat  him  a  name  when  he  returned 
from  *  smiting  of  the  Syrians  in  the  valley  of  Si,f^f 
salt,  *  being  eighteen  thousand  men.  ''^And  he  or,  skying. 
put  garrisons  in  Edom ;  throughout  all  Edom  put  he 
garrisons,  and  all  they  of  Edom  became  David's  ser- 
vants. And  the  Lord  preserved  David  whithersoever 
he  went. 

'^And  David  reigned  over  all  Israel;  and  David 
executed  judgment  and  justice  unto  all  his  people. 
'^And  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  was  over  the  host;  and 
Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Ahilud  ivas  *re-  'l;^r:7t^S^: 
corder;  '^and  Zadok  the  son  of  Ahitub,  and  Ahi- 
melech  the  son  of  Abiathar,  were  the  priests:  and 
Seraiah  icas  the  *  scribe;  '^andBenaiah  the  ov,  secretary. 
son  of  Jehoiada  was  over  both  the  Cherethites  and 
the  Pelethites;  and  David's  sons  were  *  chief  ov,  princes. 
rulers. 

IX.  And  David  said,  Is  there  yet  any  that  is  left 
of  the  house  of  Saul,  that  I  may  shew  him  kindness 
for  Jonathan's  sake?  'And  there  was  of  the  house  of 
Saul  a  servant  whose  name  was  Ziba.  And  when  they 
had  called  him  unto  David,  the  king  said  unto  him. 
Art  thou  Ziba?  And  he  said.  Thy  servant  is  he. 
^  And  the  king  said,  Is  there  not  yet  any  of  the  house 
of  Saul,  that  I  may  shew  the  kindness  of  God  unto 
him?     And  Ziba  said  unto  the  king,  Jonathan  hath 
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yet  a  son,  which  is  lame  on  his  feet.  '^And  the  king 
said  unto  him,  Where  is  he?  And  Ziba  said  unto  the 
king,  Behold,  he  is  in  the  house  of  Machir,  the  son 
of  Ammiel,  in  Lo-debar.  ^  Then  king  David  sent,  and 
fetched  him  out  of  the  house  of  Machir,  the  son  of 
Ammiel,  from  Lo-debar. 

^  Now  when  *  Mephibosheth,  the  son  of  caued  jifews-jaaz. 
Jonathan  the  son  of  Saul,  was  come  unto  David,  he 
fell  on  his  face,  and  did  reverence.  And  David  said, 
Mephibosheth.  And  he  answered.  Behold  thy  servant ! 
^And  David  said  unto  him.  Fear  not :  for  I  will  surely 
shew  thee  kindness  for  Jonathan  thy  father's  sake,  and 
will  restore  thee  all  the  land  of  Saul  thy  father;  and 
thou  shalt  eat  bread  at  my  table  continually.  ^And 
he  bowed  himself  and  said.  What  is  thy  servant,  that 
thou  shouldest  look  upon  such  a  dead  dog  as  I  am  ? 

^  Then  the  king  called  to  Ziba,  Saul's  servant,  and 
said  unto  him,  I  have  given  unto  thy  master's  son  all 
that  pertained  to  Saul  and  to  all  his  house.  '°  Thou 
therefore,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  servants,  shall  till  the 
land  for  him,  and  thou  shalt  bring  in  the  fruits^  that 
thy  master's  son  may  have  food  to  eat :  but  Mephibo- 
sheth thy  master's  son  shall  eat  bread  alway  at  my 
table.  Now  Ziba  had  fifteen  sons  and  twenty  servants. 
"  Then  said  Ziba  unto  the  king.  According  to  all  that 
my  lord  the  king  hath  commanded  his  servant,  so 
shall  thy  servant  do.  As  for  Mephibosheth,  said  the 
Jcing^  he  shall  eat  at  my  table  as  one  of  the  king's 
sons.  '"And  Mephibosheth  had  a  young  son  whose 
name  teas  Micha.  And  all  that  dwelt  in  the  house  of 
Ziba  ive7'e  servants  unto  Mephibosheth.  '^  So  Mephi- 
bosheth dwelt  in  Jerusalem:  for  he  did  eat  continu- 
ally at  the  king's  table;  and  was  lame  on  both  his 
feet. 

X.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  the  king 

r.8. 
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of  the  children  of  Ammon  died,  and  Hanun  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead.  ""  Then  said  David,  I  will  shew 
kindness  unto  Hanun  the  son  of  Nahash,  as  his  father 
shelved  kindness  unto  me.  And  David  sent  to  com- 
fort him  by  the  hand  of  his  servants  for  his  father. 
And  David's  servants  came  into  the  land  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Ammon.  ^And  the  princes  of  the  children  of 
Ammon  said  unto  Hanun  their  lord,  *Think-  ^^\JhmSdr' 
est  thou  that  David  doth  honour  thy  father,  that  he 
hath  sent  comforters  unto  thee?  hath  not  David  rather 
sent  his  servants  unto  thee,  to  search  the  city,  and  to 
spy  it  out,  and  to  overthrow  it?  "^ Wherefore  Hanun 
took  David's  servants,  and  shaved  off  the  one  half  of 
their  beards,  and  cut  off  their  garments  in  the  middle, 
even  to  their  buttocks,  and  sent  them  away.  ^When 
they  told  it  unto  David,  he  sent  to  meet  them,  because 
the  men  were  greatly  ashamed:  and  the  king  said, 
Tarry  at  Jericho  until  your  beards  be  grown,  and 
then  return. 

^And  when  the  children  of  Ammon  saw  that  they 
stank  before  David,  the  children  of  Ammon  sent  and 
hired  the  Syrians  of  Beth-rehob,  and  the  Syrians  of 
Zoba,  twenty  thousand  footmen,  and  of  king  Maacah 
a  thousand  men,  and  of  *  Ish-tob  twelve  thou-  ^^of^Tob?' 
sand  men. 

^And  when  David  heard  of  zV,  he  sent  Joab,  and  all 
the  host  of  the  mighty  men.  ^And  the  children  of 
Ammon  came  out,  and  put  the  battle  in  array  at  the 
entering  in  of  the  gate :  and  the  Syrians  of  Zoba,  and 
of  Kehob,  and  Ish-tob,  and  Maacah,  were  by  them- 
selves in  the  field. 

^When  Joab  saw  that  the  front  of  the  battle  was 
against  him  before  and  behind,  he  chose  of  all  the 
choice  men  of  Israel,  and  put  tliem  in  array  against  the 
Syrians:   '""and  the  rest  of  the  people  he  delivered 
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into  the  hand  of  Abishai  his  brother,  that  he  might 
put  them  in  array  against  the  children  of  Ammon. 
"And  he  said,  If  the  Syrians  be  too  strong  for  me, 
then  thou  shalt  help  me :  but  if  the  children  of  Ammon 
be  too  strong  for  thee,  then  I  will  come  and  help  thee. 
'*  Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  us  play  the  men  for  our 
people,  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God :  and  the  Lord 
do  that  which  seemeth  him  good. 

'^And  Joab  drew  nigh,  and  the  people  that  icere 
with  him,  unto  the  battle  against  the  Syrians:  and 
they  fled  before  him.  '"^And  when  the  children  of 
Ammon  saw  that  the  Syrians  were  fled,  then  fled 
they  also  before  Abishai,  and  entered  into  the  city. 
So  Joab  returned  from  the  children  of  Ammon,  and 
came  to  Jerusalem. 

'^And  when  the  Sj^rians  saw  that  they  were  smitten 
before  Israel,  they  gathered  themselves  together.  '^And 
Hadarezer  sent,  and  brought  out  the  Syrians  that  loere 
beyond  *the  river:  and  they  came  to  Helam;  '^^plrllf."" 
and  *  Shobach  the  captain  of  the  host  of  or,  shophaeh. 
Hadarezer  luejit  before  them.  '^  And  when  it  was  told 
David,  he  gathered  all  Israel  together,  and  passed  over 
Jordan,  and  came  to  Helam.  And  the  Syrians  set 
themselves  in  array  against  David,  and  fought  with 
him.  '^And  the  Syrians  fled  before  Israel:  and  David 
slew  the  7nen  of  seven  hundred  chariots  of  the  Syrians, 
and  forty  thousand  horsemen,  and  smote  Shobach  the 
captain  of  their  host,  who  died  there.  '^And  when  all 
the  kinofs  that  were  servants  to  Hadarezer  saw  that 
they  were  smitten  before  Israel,  they  made  peace  with 
Israel,  and  served  them.  So  the  Syrians  feared  to 
help  the  children  of  Ammon  any  more. 

XL  And  it  came  to  pass,  *  after  the  year  ^%t?;;:r"\ 
was  expired,  at  the  time  when  kings  go  forth  to  battle^ 
that  David  sent  Joab,  and  his  servants  with  him,  and 
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all  Israel ;  and  they  destroyed  the  children  of  Ammon, 
and  besieged  Eabbah.  But  David  tarried  still  at 
Jerusalem. 

^And  it  came  to  pass  in  an  eveningtide,  that  David 
arose  from  off  his  bed,  and  walked  upon  the  roof  of 
the  king's  house :  and  from  the  roof  he  saw  a  woman 
washing  herself;  and  the  woman  was  very  beautiful 
to  look  upon.  ^And  David  sent  and  enquired  after 
the  woman.  And  one  said,  Is  not  this  *Bath-  or,  sathshua. 
sheba,  the  daughter  of  *Eliam,  the  wife  of  or,  Ammiei. 
Uriah  the  Hittite?  '^And  David  sent  messengers,  and 
took  her ;  and  she  came  in  unto  him,  and  he  lay  with 
her;  *for  she  was  purified  from  her  V.:4;:^:: IVSn^f ' 
uncleanness :  and  she  returned  unto  her  house.  'And 
the  woman  conceived,  and  sent  and  told  David,  and 
said,  I  ant  with  child. 

^And  David  sent  to  Joab,  sayiiig^  Send  me  Uriah 
the  Hittite.     And  Joab  sent  Uriah  to  David. 

^And  when  Uriah  was  come  unto  him,  David  de- 
manded of  him  *how  Joab  did,  and  how  the  fJc!ceof,fc. 
people  did,  and  how  the  war  prospered.  ^And  David 
said  to  Uriah,  Go  down  to  thy  house,  and  wash  thy 
feet.  And  Uriah  departed  out  of  the  king's  house,  and 
there  *  followed  him  a  mess  of  meat  from  the  ^^^fieTlfm!"^ 
king.  ^  But  Uriah  slept  at  the  door  of  the  king's  house 
with  all  the  servants  of  his  lord,  and  went  not  down 
to  his  house.  '°And  when  they  had  told  David,  saying, 
Uriah  went  not  down  unto  his  house,  David  said  unto 
Uriah,  Camest  thou  not  from  thy  journey?  why  then 
didst  thou  not  go  down  unto  thine  house?  "And  Uriah 
said  unto  David,  The  ark,  and  Israel,  and  Judah,  abide 
in  tents ;  and  my  lord  Joab,  and  the  servants  of  my 
lord,  are  encamped  in  the  open  fields;  shall  I  then  go 
into  mine  house,  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  to  lie  with 
my  wife?  as  thou  livest,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will 
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not  do  this  thing.  '*And  David  said  to  Uriah,  Tarry 
here  to  day  also,  and  to  morrow  I  will  let  thee  depart. 
So  Uriah  abode  in  Jerusalem  that  day,  and  the  mor- 
row. '^And  when  David  had  called  him,  he  did  eat 
and  drink  before  him;  and  he  made  him  drmik:  and 
at  even  he  went  out  to  lie  on  his  bed  with  the  servants 
of  his  lord,  but  went  not  down  to  his  house. 

'"^And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  David 
wrote  a  letter  to  Joab,  and  sent  it  by  the  hand  of 
L^riah.  '^And  he  wrote  in  the  letter,  saying,  Set  ye 
Uriah  in  the  forefront  of  the  *  hottest  battle,  s^eb.  strong. 
and  retire  ye  *from  him,  that  he  may  be  smitten,  f/£;-^him. 
and  die. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joab  observed  the  city, 
that  he  assigned  Uriah  unto  a  place  where  he  knew 
that  valiant  men  were.  '^And  the  men  of  the  city 
went  out,  and  fought  with  Joab :  and  there  fell  some 
of  the  people  of  the  servants  of  David ;  and  Uriah  the 
Hittite  died  also. 

'^  Then  Joab  sent  and  told  David  all  the  thino^s  con- 
cerning  the  war;  '^  and  charged  the  messenger,  saying. 
When  thou  hast  made  an  end  of  telling  the  matters  of 
the  war  unto  the  kino^,  ^°  and  if  so  be  that  the  kino^'s 
wrath  arise,  and  he  say  unto  thee.  Wherefore  ap- 
proached ye  so  nigh  unto  the  city  when  ye  did  fight? 
knew  ye  not  that  they  would  shoot  from  the  wall? 
''Who  smote  Abimelech  the  son  of  Jerubbesheth ?  did 
not  a  woman  cast  a  piece  of  a  millstone  upon  him  from 
the  wall,  that  he  died  in  Thebez?  why  went  ye  nigh 
the  wall?  then  say  thou,  Thy  servant  Uriah  the  Hit- 
tite is  dead  also. 

"  So  the  messenger  went,  and  came  and  shewed 
David  all  that  Joab  had  sent  him  for.  '^And  the  mes- 
senger said  unto  David,  Surely  the  men  prevailed 
against  us,  and  came  out  unto  us  into  the  field,  and 
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we  were  upon  them  even  unto  the  entering  of  the  gate. 
'^And  the  shooters  shot  from  off  the  wall  upon  thy 
servants ;  and  some  of  the  king's  servants  be  dead,  and 
thy  servant  Uriah  the  Hittite  is  dead  also.  '^  Then 
David  said  unto  the  messenger,  Thus  shalt  thou  say 
unto  Joab,  Let  not  this  thing  *  displease  thee,  ^ti^^^^"" 
for  the  sword  devoureth  *one  as  well  as  B.eb.  so  and  such. 
another :  make  thy  battle  more  strong  against  the  city, 
and  overthrow  it :  and  encourage  thou  him. 

^^  And  when  the  wife  of  Uriah  heard  that  Uriah  her 
husband  was  dead,  she  mourned  for  her  husband. 
'^And  when  the  mourning  was  past,  David  sent  and 
fetched  her  to  his  house,  and  she  became  his  wife,  and 
bare  him  a  son. 

But  the  thing  that  David  had  done  *dis-  ^teZst'"" 
pleased  the  Lord.  XIL  And  the  Lord  sent  Nathan 
unto  David.  And  he  came  unto  him,  and  said  unto 
him.  There  were  two  men  in  one  city ;  the  one  rich, 
and  the  other  poor.  '  The  rich  man  had  exceeding 
many  flocks  and  herds :  ^  but  the  poor  man  had  nothing, 
save  one  little  ewe  lamb,  which  he  had  bought  and 
nourished  up :  and  it  grew  up  together  with  him,  and 
with  his  children;  it  did  eat  of  his  own  *meat,  Heb.  morsei. 
and  drank  of  his  own  cup,  and  lay  in  his  bosom,  and 
was  unto  him  as  a  daughter.  "^And  there  came  a  tra- 
veller unto  the  rich  man,  and  he  spared  to  take  of  his 
own  flock  and  of  his  own  herd,  to  dress  for  the  way- 
faring man  that  was  come  unto  him ;  but  took  the  poor 
man's  lamb,  and  dressed  it  for  the  man  that  was  come 
to  him. 

'"  And  David's  anger  was  greatly  kindled  against  the 
man ;  and  he  said  to  Nathan,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  the 
man  that  hath  done  this  thing  *  shall  surely  ^rliilZnofdefil'. 
die :  ^  and  he  shall  restore  the  lamb  fourfold,  because 
he  did  this  thing,  and  because  he  had  no  pity. 
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^And  Nathan  said  to  David,  Thou  art  the  man.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  anointed  thee  king  over 
Israel,  and  I  delivered  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul ; 
^  and  I  gave  thee  thy  master's  house,  and  thy  master's 
wives  into  thy  bosom,  and  gave  thee  the  house  of  Israel 
and  of  Judah ;  and  if  that  had  been  too  little,  I  would 
moreover  have  sriven  unto  thee  such  and  such  thino;s. 
^Wherefore  hast  thou  despised  the  commandment  of 
the  LoED,  to  do  evil  in  his  sight?  thou  hast  killed 
Uriah  the  Hittite  with  the  sword,  and  hast  taken  his 
wife  to  he  thy  wife,  and  hast  slain  him  with  the  sword 
of  the  children  of  Ammon.  '°  Xow  therefore  the  sword 
shall  never  depart  from  thine  house;  because  thou 
hast  despised  me,  and  hast  taken  the  wife  of  Uriah  the 
Hittite  to  be  thy  wife.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold, 
I  will  raise  up  evil  against  thee  out  of  thine  own  house, 
and  I  will  take  thy  wives  before  thine  eyes,  and  give 
them  unto  thy  neighbour,  and  he  shall  lie  with  thy 
wives  in  the  sight  of  this  sun.  ''  For  thou  didst  it 
secretly :  but  I  will  do  this  thing  before  all  Israel,  and 
before  the  sun. 

'^  And  David  said  unto  Nathan,  I  have  sinned  against 
the  Lord.  And  Nathan  said  unto  David,  The  Lord 
also  hath  put  away  thy  sin ;  thou  shalt  not  die.  "^How- 
beit,  because  by  this  deed  thou  hast  given  great  occa- 
sion to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  blaspheme,  the 
child  also  that  is  born  unto  thee  shall  surely  die. 
''And  Nathan  departed  unto  his  house. 

And  the  Lord  struck  the  child  that  Uriah's  wife 
bare  unto  David,  and  it  was  very  sick.  '^  David  there- 
fore besought  God  for  the  child;  and  David  *  fasted, 
and  went  in,  and  lay  all  night  upon  the  earth,  ^''a'ff."^ 
'^And  the  elders  of  his  house  arose,  and  went  to  him, 
to  raise  him  up  from  the  earth:  but  he  would  not, 
neither  did  he  eat  bread  with  them.    '*  And  it  came  to 
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pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  the  child  died.  And  the 
servants  of  David  feared  to  tell  him  that  the  child  was 
dead:  for  they  said,  Behold,  while  the  child  was  yet 
alive,  we  spake  unto  him,  and  he  would  not  hearken 
unto  our  voice;  how  will  he  then  *vex  him-  B.eh.dohurL 
self,  if  we  tell  him  that  the  child  is  dead?  '^But  when 
David  saw  that  his  servants  whispered,  David  perceived 
that  the  child  Avas  dead:  therefore  David  said  unto 
his  servants.  Is  the  child  dead?  And  they  said.  He  is 
dead.  ''"Then  David  arose  from  the  earth,  and  washed, 
and  anointed  himself^  and  changed  his  apparel,  and 
came  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  worshipped: 
then  he  came  to  his  own  house ;  and  when  he  required, 
they  set  bread  before  him,  and  he  did  eat.  "'  Then 
said  his  servants  unto  him.  What  thing  is  this  that 
thou  hast  done  ?  thou  didst  fast  and  weep  for  the  child, 
ivhile  it  ivas  alive ;  but  when  the  child  was  dead,  thou 
didst  rise  and  eat  bread.  "And  he  said.  While  the 
child  was  yet  alive,  I  fasted  and  wept :  for  I  said. 
Who  can  tell  whether  God  will  be  gracious  to  me,  that 
the  child  may  live  ?  '^  But  now  he  is  dead,  wherefore 
should  I  fast?  can  I  bring  him  back  again?  I  shall  go 
to  him,  but  he  shall  not  return  to  me. 

'''^And  David  comforted  Bath-sheba  his  wife,  and 
went  in  unto  her,  and  lay  with  her:  and  she  bare 
a  son,  and  he  called  his  name  Solomon :  and  the  Lord 
loved  him.  '^  And  he  sent  by  the  hand  of  Nathan  the 
prophet ;  and  he  called  his  name  * Jedidiah,  '^o/ike'LOES!^ 
because  of  the  Lord. 

'^And  Joab  fought  against  Kabbah  of  the  children 
of  Ammon,  and  took  the  royal  city.  '^  And  Joab  sent 
messengers  to  David,  and  said,  I  have  fought  against 
Kabbah,  and  have  taken  the  city  of  waters.  '^  Now 
therefore  gather  the  rest  of  the  people  together,  and 
encamp  against  the  city,  and  take  it:  lest  I  take  the 
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city,  and  *it  be  called  after  my  name.  ^^aurdupZ^L" 
'^And  David  gathered  all  the  people  together,  and  went 
to  Eabbah,  and  fought  against  it,  and  took  it.  '°And 
he  took  their  king's  crown  from  off  his  head,  the 
weight  whereof  was  a  talent  of  gold  with  the  precious 
stones  :  and  it  was  set  on  David's  head.  And  he 
brought  forth  the  spoil  of  the  city  *in  great  ^peat7 
abundance.  ^'And  he  brought  forth  the  people  that 
icere  therein,  and  put  them  under  saws,  and  under 
harrows  of  iron,  and  under  axes  of  iron,  and  made 
them  pass  through  the  brick  kiln :  and  thus  did  he 
unto  all  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Amnion.  So 
David  and  all  the  people  returned  unto  Jerusalem. 

XIII.  AxD  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Absalom 
the  son  of  David  had  a  fair  sister,  whose  name  teas 
Tamar;  and  Amnon  the  son  of  David  loved  her. 
''And  Amnon  was  so  vexed,  that  he  fell  sick  for  his 
sister  Tamar ;  for  she  was  a  virgin  ;  and  *  Amnon 
thought  it  hard  for  him  to  do  any  ^  t'.;,fiX:;7:/Sn::: 
thing  to  her.  ^  But  Amnon  had  a  friend,  whose  name 
teas  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Shimeah  David's  brother: 
and  Jonadab  icas  a  very  subtil  man.  "^And  he  said 
unto  him,  AVhy  art  thou,  being  the  king's  son, 
*lean  *from  day  to  day?  ^vilt  thou  not  ^'\f J  J^. •;;'°'"- 
tell  me?  And  Amnon  said  unto  him,  I  love  Tamar, 
my  brother  Absalom's  sister.  '  And  Jonadab  said  unto 
him.  Lay  thee  down  on  thy  bed,  and  make  thyself 
sick:  and  when  thy  father  cometh  to  see  thee,  say 
unto  him,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  sister  Tamar  come,  and 
give  me  meat,  and  dress  the  meat  in  my  sight,  that  I 
may  see  zV,  and  eat  it  at  her  hand. 

^  So  Amnon  lay  down,  and  made  himself  sick :  and 
when  the  king  was  come  to  see  him,  Amnon  said 
unto  the  king,  I  pray  thee,  let  Tamar  my  sister  come, 
and  make  me  a  couple  of  cakes  in  my  sight,  that 
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I  may  eat  at  her  hand.  '^  Then  David  sent  home  to 
Tamar,  saying,  Go  now  to  thy  brother  Amnon's  house, 
and  dress  him  meat.  ^  So  Tamar  went  to  her  brother 
Amnon's  house;  and  he  was  laid  down.  And  she 
took  *  flour,  and  kneaded  zV,  and  made  cakes  in  ot,  paste. 
his  sight,  and  did  bake  the  cakes.  ^And  she  took  a 
pan,  and  poured  them  out  before  him ;  but  he  refused 
to  eat.  And  Amnon  said.  Have  out  all  men  from 
me.     And  they  went  out  every  man  from  him. 

'°And  Amnon  said  unto  Tamar,  Bring  the  meat 
into  the  chamber,  that  I  may  eat  of  thine  hand.  And 
Tamar  took  the  cakes  which  she  had  made,  and  brought 
them  into  the  chamber  to  Amnon  her  brother.  "And 
when  she  had  brought  thein  unto  him  to  eat,  he  took 
hold  of  her,  and  said  unto  her.  Come  lie  with  me,  my 
sister.  ''And  she  answered  him,  Nay,  my  brother, 
do  not  *force  me;  for  *no  such  thing  ^ot/r;;Stl5.?ot?' 
ought  to  be  done  in  Israel:  do  not  thou  this  folly. 
'^And  I,  whither  shall  I  cause  my  shame  to  go?  and 
as  for  thee,  thou  shalt  be  as  one  of  the  fools  in  Israel. 
Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  speak  unto  the  king;  for 
he  will  not  withhold  me  from  thee.  '"^  Howbeit  he 
would  not  hearken  unto  her  voice :  but,  being  stronger 
than  she,  forced  her,  and  lay  with  her. 

'^Then  Amnon  hated  her  *  exceedingly ;  ?:Lr,tS?;' 
so  that  the  hatred  wherewith  he  hated  her  was  greater 
than  the  love  wherewith  he  had  loved  her.  And 
Amnon  said  unto  her.  Arise,  be  gone.  '^And  she  said 
unto  him.  There  is  no  cause:  this  evil  in  sending  me 
away  is  greater  than  the  other  that  thou  didst  unto 
me.  But  he  would  not  hearken  unto  her.  '^  Then  he 
called  his  servant  that  ministered  unto  him,  and  said. 
Put  now  this  woman  out  from  me,  and  bolt  the  door 
after  her.  ''And  she  had  a  garment  of  divers  colours 
upon  her :  for  with  such  robes  were  the  king's  daugh- 
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ters  that  icere  virgins  apparelled.  Then  his  servant 
brought  her  out,  and  bolted  the  door  after  her. 

'^And  Tamar  put  ashes  on  her  head,  and  rent  her 
garment  of  divers  colours  that  teas  on  her,  and  laid 
her  hand  on  her  head,  and  went  on  crying.  '°And 
Absalom  her  brother  said  unto  her.  Hath  *Am-  ^to,t'"'' 
non  thy  brother  been  with  thee?  but  hold  now  thy 
peace,  my  sister:  he  is  thy  brother;  *  regard  S^w?.^ 
not  this  thing.  So  Tamar  remained  *  desolate  ^t^oiau. 
in  her  brother  Absalom's  house. 

"'  But  when  king  David  heard  of  all  these  things, 
he  was  very  wroth.  "And  Absalom  spake  unto  his 
brother  Amnon  neither  good  nor  bad:  for  Absalom 
hated  Amnon,  because  he  had  forced  his  sister  Tamar. 

^^And  it  came  to  pass  after  two  full  years,  that 
Absalom  had  sheepshearers  in  Baal-hazor,  which  is 
beside  Ephraim:  and  Absalom  invited  all  the  king's 
sons.  ^^And  Absalom  came  to  the  king,  and  said. 
Behold  now,  thy  servant  hath  sheepshearers;  let  the 
king,  I  beseech  thee,  and  his  servants  go  with  thy 
servant.  '^And  the  king  said  to  Absalom,  Nay,  my 
son,  let  us  not  all  now  go,  lest  we  be  chargeable  unto 
thee.  And  he  pressed  him:  howbeit  he  would  not 
go,  but  blessed  him.  "''  Then  said  Absalom,  If  not, 
I  pray  thee,  let  my  brother  Amnon  go  with  us.  And 
the  king  said  unto  him,  Why  should  he  go  with  thee? 
^^  But  Absalom  pressed  him,  that  he  let  Amnon  and 
all  the  king's  sons  go  with  him. 

'^  Now  Absalom  had  commanded  his  servants,  say- 
ing, Mark  ye  now  when  Amnon's  heart  is  merry  with 
wine,  and  when  I  say  unto  you,  Smite  Amnon ;  then 
kill  him,  fear  not:  *have  not  I  com-  ''l:,:fiJZ<::^;f;Z' 
manded  you?  be  courageous,  and  be  *  valiant,  "^iowr!^^ 
^^And  the  servants  of  Absalom  did  unto  Amnon  as 
Absalom  had  commanded.     Then  all  the  king's  sons 
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arose,  and  every  man  *gat  him  up  upon  his  Heb.  jwe. 
mule,  and  fled. 

^°And  it  came  to  pass,  while  they  were  in  the  way, 
that  tidiness  came  to  David,  saying,  Absalom  hath 
slain  all  the  king's  sons,  and  there  is  not  one  of  them 
left.  ''  Then  the  king  arose,  and  tare  his  garments,  and 
lay  on  the  earth;  and  all  his  servants  stood  by  with 
their  clothes  rent.  ^'And  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Shi- 
meah  David's  brother,  answered  and  said,  Let  not  my 
lord  suppose  that  they  have  slain  all  the  young  men 
the  king's  sons ;  for  Amnon  only  is  dead :    for  by  the 

*  appointment  of  Absalom  this  hath  been  *de-  Sr^Sf" 
termined  from  the  day  that  he  forced  his  sister  Tamar. 
"  Now  therefore  let  not  my  lord  the  king  take  the 
thing  to  his  heart,  to  think  that  all  the  king's  sons  are 
dead:  for  Amnon  only  is  dead.     ^"^But  Absalom  fled. 

And  the  young  man  that  kept  the  watch  lifted  up 
his  eyes,  and  looked,  and,  behold,  there  came  much 
people  by  the  way  of  the  hill  side  behind  him.  ^^And 
Jonadab  said  unto  the  king.  Behold,  the  king's  sons 
come  :  *as  thy  servant  said,  so  it  is.  ^J^rk^o/tlfZt^' 
^^And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end 
of  speaking,  that,  behold,  the  king's  sons  came,  and 
lifted  up  their  voice  and  wept :  and  the  king  also  and 
all  his  servants  wept  *very  sore.  Ifeplntgrfcuif. 

"But  Absalom  fled,  and  went  to  Talmai,  the  son 
of  *Ammihud,  king  of  Geshur.  And  David  or,  Ammihur. 
mourned  for  his  son  every  day. 

^^  So  Absalom  fled,  and  went  to  Geshur,  and  was 
there   three  years.      ^^And    the   soul   of  khig    David 

*  longed  to  go  forth  unto  Absalom:  for  he  "^^Zir' 
was  comforted  concerning  Amnon,  seeing  he  was 
dead. 

XIV.  Xow  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  perceived  that 
the  king's  heart  ivas  toward  Absalom.  '  And  Joab  sent 
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to  Tekoah,  and  fetched  thence  a  wise  woman,  and  said 
unto  her,  I  pray  thee,  feign  thyself  to  be  a  mourner, 
and  put  on  now  mourning  apparel,  and  anoint  not 
tliyself  with  oil,  but  be  as  a  woman  that  had  a  long 
time  mourned  for  the  dead:  ^and  come  to  the  king, 
and  speak  on  this  manner  unto  him.  So  Joab  jDut  the 
words  in  her  mouth. 

"^And  when  the  woman  of  Tekoah  spake  to  the  king, 
she  fell  on  her  face  to  the  ground,  and  did  obeisance, 
and  said,  *  Help,  0  king.  ^  And  the  king  said  Heb.  save. 
unto  her.  What  aileth  thee?  And  she  answered,  I  am 
indeed  a  widow  woman,  and  mine  husband  is  dead. 
^  And  thy  handmaid  had  two  sons,  and  they  two  strove 
together  in  the  field,  and  there  was  *none  to  ^fetZntlT 
part  them,  but  the  one  smote  the  other  and  slew  him. 
"And,  behold,  the  whole  family  is  risen  against  thine 
handmaid,  and  they  said.  Deliver  him  that  smote  his 
brother,  that  we  may  kill  him,  for  the  life  of  his  bro- 
ther whom  he  slew ;  and  we  will  destroy  the  heir  also : 
and  so  they  shall  quench  my  coal  which  is  left,  and 
shall  not  leave  to  my  husband  neitJier  name  nor  re- 
mainder *upon  the  earth.  '^%%Teartt'' 

^And  the  king  said  unto  the  woman.  Go  to  thine 
house,  and  I  will  give  charge  concerning  thee.  ^And 
the  woman  of  Tekoah  said  unto  the  king.  My  lord,  0 
king,  the  iniquity  he  on  me,  and  on  my  father's  house : 
and  the  king  and  his  throne  he  guiltless.  '°And  the 
king  said.  Whosoever  saith  ought  unto  thee,  bring  him 
to  me,  and  he  shall  not  touch  thee  any  more.  "  Then 
said  she,  I  pray  thee,  let  the  king  remember  the  Lord 
thy  God,  *that  thou  wouldest  not  suffer  the  ^^^^V'o/'woS 
revengers  of  blood  to  destroy  any  more,  S/Z^o/'""'^^^  ^"^ 
lest  they  destroy  my  son.  And  he  said,  As  the  Lord 
liveth,  there  shall  not  one  hair  of  thy  son  fall  to  the 
earth. 
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'^  Then  the  woman  said,  Let  thine  handmaid,  I  pray 
thee,  speak  07ie  word  unto  my  lord  the  king.  And  he 
said.  Say  on.  '^And  the  woman  said,  Wherefore  then 
hast  thou  thought  such  a  thing  against  the  people  of 
God?  for  the  king  doth  speak  this  thing  as  one  which 
is  faulty,  in  that  the  king  doth  not  fetch  home  again 
his  banished.  '^  For  we  must  needs  die,  and  ai^e  as 
water  spilt  on  the  ground,  which  cannot  be  gathered 
up  again;  *  neither  doth  God  respect  any  or,  because  God  hath 


person :  yet  doth  he  devise  means,  that  ^'^^'-^^  ^"^^*  "^^^ 


not    taken    aicuy    his 
life,  he  hath  ah 
vised  means,  ^'c. 

his  banished  be  not  expelled  from  him.  '^  Now  there- 
fore that  I  am  come  to  speak  of  this  thing  unto  my 
lord  the  king,  it  is  because  the  people  have  made  me 
afraid :  and  thy  handmaid  said,  I  will  now  speak  unto 
the  king;  it  may  be  that  the  king  will  perform  the 
request  of  his  handmaid.  '^  For  the  king  will  hear, 
to  deliver  his  handmaid  out  of  the  hand  of  the  man 
that  would  destroy  me  and  my  son  together  out  of  the 
inheritance  of  God.  '^  Then  thine  handmaid  said.  The 
word  of  my  lord  the  king  shall  now  be  *  com-  B.eh.  for  rest. 
fortable:  for  as  an  angel  of  God,  so  is  my  lord  the 
king,  *to  discern  good  and  bad:  therefore  the  B.eh.tohear. 
Lord  thy  God  will  be  with  thee. 

'^  Then  the  king  answered  and  said  unto  the  woman. 
Hide  not  from  me,  I  pray  thee,  the  thing  that  I  shall 
ask  thee.  And  the  woman  said,  Let  my  lord  the  king 
now  speak.  '^And  the  king  said,  Is  not  t\iQ  hand  of 
Joab  with  thee  in  all  this?  And  the  woman  an- 
swered and  said.  As  thy  soul  liveth,  my  lord  the  king, 
none  can  turn  to  the  ri^-ht  hand  or  to  the  left  from 
ought  that  my  lord  the  king  hath  spoken  :  for  thy 
servant  Joab  he  bade  me,  and  he  put  all  these  words 
in  the  mouth  of  thine  handmaid:  '"to  fetch  about 
this  form  of  speech  hath  thy  servant  Joab  done  this 
thing :  and  my  lord  is  wise,  according  to  the  wisdom 
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of  an  angel  of  God,  to  kno^Y  all  things  that  aj^e  in  the 
earth. 

''And  the  king  said  unto  Joab,  Behold  now,  I  have 
done  this  thing :  go  therefore,  bring  the  young  man 
Absalom  again.  ''And  Joab  fell  to  the  ground  on  his 
face,  and  bowed  himself,  and  *  thanked  the  ^^h.uessed. 
king :  and  Joab  said.  To  day  thy  servant  knoweth  that 
I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  0  king,  in 
that  the  king  hath  fulfilled  the  request  of  *his  or,  %. 
servant.  '^  So  Joab  arose  and  went  to  Geshur,  and 
brought  Absalom  to  Jerusalem.  '"^And  the  king  said, 
Let  him  turn  to  his  own  house,  and  let  him  not  see 
my  face.  ^^  So  Absalom  returned  to  his  own  house, 
and  saw  not  the  kmg's  face. 

'^*But  in  all  Israel  there  was  none  to  Ltif  J?/K-- 
be  so  much  praised  as  Absalom  for  his  ^t^pZZ greaiiy^''^''"^ 
beauty :  from  the  sole  of  his  foot  even  to  the  crown 
of  his  head  there  was  no  blemish  in  him.  '^And  when 
he  polled  his  head,  (for  it  was  at  every  year's  end 
that  he  polled  it :  because  the  hair  was  heavy  on  him, 
therefore  he  polled  it:)  he  weighed  the  hair  of  his 
head  at  two  hundred  shekels  after  the  kino^'s  weio-ht. 
'^And  unto  Absalom  there  were  born  three  sons,  and 
one  daughter,  whose  name  teas  Tamar  :  she  was  a 
woman  of  a  fair  countenance. 

'^  So  Absalom  dwelt  two  full  years  in  Jerusalem, 
and  saw  not  the  king's  ,face.  '^  Therefore  Absalom 
sent  for  Joab,  to  have  sent  him  to  the  king;  but  he 
would  not  come  to  him :  and  when  he  sent  again  the 
second  time,  he  would  not  come.  '°  Therefore  he  said 
unto  his  servants.  See,  Joab's  field  is  *near  ^ypl'acZ 
mine,  and  he  hath  barley  there ;  go  and  set  it  on 
fire.  And  Absalom's  servants  set  the  field  on  fire. 
'"'  Then  Joab  arose,  and  came  to  Absalom  unto  his 
house,  and  said  unto  him.  Wherefore  have  thy  ser- 
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vants  set  my  field  on  fire?  ^'And  Absalom  answered 
Joab,  Behold,  I  sent  unto  thee,  saying.  Come  hither, 
that  I  may  send  thee  to  the  king,  to  say,  Wherefore 
am  I  come  from  Geshur?  it  had  been  good  for  me  to 
have  been  there  still:  now  therefore  let  me  see  the 
king's  face;  and  if  there  be  any  iniquity  in  me,  let 
him  kill  me.  ^^  So  Joab  came  to  the  king,  and  told 
him :  and  when  he  had  called  for  Absalom,  he  came 
to  the  king,  and  bowed  himself  on  his  face  to  the 
ground  before  the  king  :  and  the  king  kissed  Ab- 
salom. 

XY.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Absalom 
prepared  him  chariots  and  horses,  and  fifty  men  to 
run  before  him.  'And  Absalom  rose  up  early,  and 
stood  beside  the  way  of  the  gate :  and  it  was  so^  that 
when  any  man  that  had  a  controversy  *came  ^c^t^e!" 
to  the  king  for  judgment,  then  Absalom  called  unto 
him,  and  said.  Of  what  city  art  thou?  And  he  said. 
Thy  servant  is  of  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel.  ^And 
Absalom  said  unto  him.  See,  thy  matters  are  good 
and  right ;  but  *  there  is  no  man  deputed  %yZ\;^\lZJ^l 
of  the  king  to  hear  thee.  ^Absalom  said  moreover. 
Oh  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the  land,  that  every 
man  which  hath  any  suit  or  cause  might  come  unto 
me,  and  I  would  do  him  justice!  ^And  it  was  so^  that 
when  any  man  came  nigh  to  him  to  do  him  obeisance, 
he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  him,  and  kissed  him. 
^And  on  this  manner  did  Absalom  to  all  Israel  that 
came  to  the  king  for  judgment :  so  Absalom  stole  the 
hearts  of  the  men  of  Israel. 

^And  it  came  to  pass  after  forty  years,  that  Absalom 
said  unto  the  king,  I  pray  thee,  let  me  go  and  pay  my 
vow,  which  I  have  vowed  unto  the  Lord,  in  HelDron. 
^  For  thy  servant  vowed  a  vow  while  I  abode  at  Geshur 
in  Syria,  saying.  If  the  Loud  shall  bring  me  again 
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indeed  to  Jerusalem,  then  I  will  serve  the  Lokd. 
^And  the  king  said  inito  him,  Go  in  peace.  So  he 
arose,  and  went  to  Hebron. 

'°  But  Absalom  sent  spies  throughout  all  the  tribes 
of  Israel,  saying.  As  soon  as  ye  hear  the  sound  of 
the  trumpet,  then  ye  shall  say,  Absalom  reigneth  in 
Hebron.  "And  with  Absalom  went  two  hundred  men 
out  of  Jerusalem,  that  v:ere  called;  and  they  went  in 
their  simplicity,  and  they  knew  not  any  thing.  ''And 
Absalom  sent  for  Ahithophel  the  Gilonite,  David's  coun- 
sellor, from  his  city,  even  from  Giloh,  while  he  offered 
sacrifices.  And  the  conspiracy  was  strong  ;  for  the 
people  increased  continually  with  Absalom. 

'^And  there  came  a  messenger  to  David,  saying, 
The  hearts  of  the  men  of  Israel  are  after  Absalom. 
'"^And  David  said  unto  all  his  servants  that  ivere  with 
him  at  Jerusalem,  Arise,  and  let  us  flee ;  for  we  shall 
not  else  escape  from  Absalom :  make  speed  to  depart, 
lest  he  overtake  us  suddenly,  and  *  bring  evil  B.^h.  thrust, 
upon  us,  and  smite  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 
'"And  the  king's  servants  said  unto  the  king.  Behold, 
thy  servants  are  ready  to  do  whatsoever  my  lord  the 
king  shall  *  appoint.  '^And  the  king  went  -Keb.  choose. 
forth,  and  all  his  household  *  after  him.  And  ^%:l ''' 
the  king  left  ten  women,  ichich  were  concubines,  to 
keep  the  house. 

.  '^  And  the  king  went  forth,  and  all  the  people  after 
him,  and  tarried  in  a  place  that  was  far  oif.  '^And 
all  his  servants  passed  on  beside  him ;  and  all  the 
Cherethites,  and  all  the  Pelethites,  and  all  the  Gittites, 
six  hundred  men  which  came  after  him  from  Gath, 
passed  on  before  the  king. 

'^  Then  said  the  king  to  Ittai  the  Gittite,  Wherefore 
goest  thou  also  with  us  ?  return  to  thy  j)lace,  and 
abide  with  the  king :  for  thou  art  a  stranger,  and  also 


r.  9. 
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an  exile.  '°  Whereas  thou  earnest  hut  yesterday,  should 
I  this  day  *make  thee  go  up  and  down  with  ^anJeTin'golng. 
us?  seeing  I  go  whither  I  may,  return  thou,  and  take 
back  thy  brethren  :  mercy  and  truth  be  with  thee. 
''  And  Ittai  answered  the  king,  and  said.  As  the  Lord 
liveth,  and  as  my  lord  the  king  liveth,  surely  in  what 
place  my  lord  the  king  shall  be,  whether  in  death  or 
life,  even  there  also  will  thy  servant  be.  "And  David 
said  to  Ittai,  Go  and  pass  over.  And  Ittai  the  Gittite 
passed  over,  and  all  his  men,  and  all  the  little  ones 
that  were  with  him.  ''^And  all  the  country  wept  with 
a  loud  voice,  and  all  the  people  passed  over :  the  king 
also  himself  passed  over  the  brook  Kidron,  and  all 
the  people  passed  over,  toward  the  way  of  the  wil- 
derness. 

'^  And  lo  Zadok  also,  and  all  the  Levites  wei^e  with 
him,  bearing  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God:  and 
they  set  down  the  ark  of  God;  and  Abiathar  went 
up,  until  all  the  people  had  done  passing  out  of  the 
city.  '"And  the  king  said  unto  Zadok,  Carry  back 
the  ark  of  God  into  the  city :  if  I  shall  find  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  will  bring  me  again,  and  shew 
me  both  it,  and  his  habitation :  '^  but  if  he  thus  say, 
I  have  no  delight  in  thee ;  behold,  here  am  I,  let  him 
do  to  me  as  seemeth  good  unto  him.  ^^  The  king  said 
also  unto  Zadok  the  priest,  ^r^726'^thou  a  seer?  return 
into  the  city  in  peace,  and  your  two  sons  with  you, 
Ahimaaz  thy  son,  and  Jonathan  the  son  of  Abiathar. 
'^  See,  I  will  tarry  in  the  plain  of  the  wilderness,  until 
there  come  word  from  you  to  certify  me.  '^  Zadok 
therefore  and  Abiathar  carried  the  ark  of  God  again 
to  Jerusalem :  and  they  tarried  there. 

^°And  David  went  up  by  the  ascent  of  mount  Olivet, 
*and  wept  as  he  went  up,  and  had  his  head  ^ahweepinf.' 
covered,  and  he  went  barefoot :   and  all  the  people 
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that  loas  with  him  covered  every  man  his  head,  and 
they  went  up,  weeping  as  they  went  up. 

^'And  one  told  David,  saying,  Ahithophel  is  among 
the  conspirators  with  Absalom.  And  David  said, 
0  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  turn  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel 
into  foolishness. 

^""And  it  came  to  pass,  that  lohen  David  was  come 
to  the  top  of  the  mounts  where  he  worshipped  God, 
behold,  Hushai  the  Archite  came  to  meet  him  with 
his  coat  rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head :  ^^  unto  whom 
David  said.  If  thou  passest  on  with  me,  then  thou 
shalt  be  a  burden  unto  me :  ^^  but  if  thou  return  to 
the  city,  and  say  unto  Absalom,  I  will  be  thy  servant, 
0  king;  as  I  have  been  thy  father's  servant  hitherto, 
so  will  I  now  also  he  thy  servant :  then  mayest  thou 
for  me  defeat  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel.  ^'And  hast 
thou  not  there  with  thee  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the 
priests?  therefore  it  shall  be,  that  what  thing  soever 
thou  shalt  hear  out  of  the  king's  house,  thou  shalt  tell 
it  to  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the  priests.  ^^  Behold,  they 
have  there  with  them  their  two  sons,  Ahimaaz  Zadok's 
son^  and  Jonathan  Abiathar's  son;  and  by  them  ye 
shall  send  unto  me  every  thing  that  ye  can  hear.  '''  So 
Hushai  David's  friend  came  into  the  city,  and  Absalom 
came  into  Jerusalem. 

XVI.  And  when  David  was  a  little  past  the  top  of 
the  hillj  behold,  Ziba  the  servant  of  Mephibosheth  met 
him,  with  a  couple  of  asses  saddled,  and  upon  them 
two  hundred  loaves  of  bread,  and  an  hundred  bunches 
of  raisins,  and  an  hundred  of  summer  fruits,  and  a 
bottle  of  wine.  ''And  the  king  said  unto  Ziba,  What 
meanest  thoii  by  these?  And  Ziba  said.  The  asses  be 
for  the  king's  household  to  ride  on;  and  the  bread 
and  summer  fruit  for  the  young  men  to  eat;  and  the 
wine,  that  such  as  be  faint  in  the  wilderness  may  drink. 
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'And  the  king  said,  And  where  is  thy  master's  son? 
And  Ziba  said  unto  the  king,  Behold,  he  abideth  at 
Jerusalem:  for  he  said.  To  day  shall  the  house  of 
Israel  restore  me  the  kingdom  of  my  father.  ^  Then 
said  the  king  to  Ziba,  Behold,  thine  are  all  that  per- 
tained unto  Mephibosheth.  And  Ziba  said,  *I  SsaLt 
humbly  beseech  thee  that  I  may  find  grace  in  thy 
sight,  my  lord,  0  king. 

^And  when  king  David  came  to  Bahurim,  behold, 
thence  came  out  a  man  of  the  family  of  the  house 
of  Saul,  whose  name  was  Shimei,  the  son  of  Gera: 
*he  came  forth,  and  cursed  still  as  he  came.  %thlnTcuS. 
^And  he  cast  stones  at  David,  and  at  all  the  servants 
of  king  David :  and  all  the  people  and  all  the  mighty 
men  were  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left.  ^And 
thus  said  Shimei  when  he  cursed.  Come  out,  come 
out,  thou  *  bloody  man,  and  thou  man  of  Belial:  ^ofbiZT 
^  the  Lord  hath  returned  upon  thee  all  the  blood  of 
the  house  of  Saul,  in  whose  stead  thou  hast  reigned ; 
and  the  Lord  hath  delivered  the  kingdom  into  the 
hand  of  Absalom  thy  son:  and,  *  behold,  ^t^gtl?'' 
thou  art  taken  in  thy  mischief,  because  thou  art  a 
bloody  man. 

^  Then  said  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah  unto  the 
king,  Why  should  this  dead  dog  curse  my  lord  the 
king?  let  me  go  over,  I  pray  thee,  and  take  off  his 
head.  '°And  the  king  said.  What  have  I  to  do  with 
you,  ye  sons  of  Zeruiah?  so  let  him  curse,  because 
the  Lord  hath  said  unto  him.  Curse  David.  Who 
shall  then  say.  Wherefore  hast  thou  done  so?  "And 
David  said  to  Abishai,  and  to  all  his  servants.  Behold, 
my  son,  which  came  forth  of  my  bowels,  seeketh  my 
life:  how  much  more  now  may  this  Benjamite  do  it? 
let  him  alone,  and  let  him  curse ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
bidden  him.     '"  It  may  be  that  the  Lord  will  look  on 
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mine  *  affliction,  and  that  the  Lord  will  requite  Seb'^eJ*! 
me  good  for  his  cursing  this  day.  '"And  as  David 
and  his  men  went  by  the  way,  Shimei  went  along  on 
the  hill's  side  over  against  him,  and  cursed  as  he  went, 
and  threw  stones  at  him,  and  *cast  dust.  ^^^uudmL^ 
"*  And  the  king,  and  all  the  people  that  tvere  with  him, 
came  weary,  and  refreshed  themselves  there. 

'^And  Absalom,  and  all  the  people  the  men  of  Israel, 
came  to  Jerusalem,  and  Ahithophel  with  him.  '^And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  Hushai  the  Archite,  David's 
friend,  was  come  unto  Absalom,  that  Hushai  said 
unto  Absalom,  *God  save  the  king,  God  save  ^S./ztf^ 
the  king.  ''And  Absalom  said  to  Hushai,  Is  this 
thy  kindness  to  thy  friend?  why  wentest  thou  not 
with  thy  friend?  "^And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom, 
Nay;  but  whom  the  Lord,  and  his  people,  and  all  the 
men  of  Israel,  choose,  his  will  I  be,  and  with  him  will 
I  abide.  '^And  again,  whom  should  I  serve?  should 
I  not  serve  in  the  presence  of  his  son  ?  as  I  have 
served  in  thy  father's  presence,  so  w^ll  I  be  in  thy 
presence. 

^°  Then  said  Absalom  to  Ahithophel,  Give  counsel 
among  you  what  we  shall  do.  "'  And  Ahithophel  said 
unto  Absalom,  Go  in  unto  thy  father's  concubines, 
which  he  hath  left  to  keep  the  house ;  and  all  Israel 
shall  hear  that  thou  art  abhorred  of  thy  father :  then 
shall  the  hands  of  all  that  ai^e  with  thee  be  strono^. 
"  So  they  spread  Absalom  a  tent  upon  the  top  of  the 
house  ;  and  Absalom  went  in  unto  his  father's  con- 
cubines in  the  sight  of  all  Israel.  ''^And  the  counsel 
of  Ahithophel,  which  he  counselled  in  those  days,  was 
as  if  a  man  had  enquired  at  the  *  oracle  of  God :  B:eh.tvord. 
so  was  all  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel  both  with  David 
and  with  Absalom. 

XYII.   Moreover  Ahithophel  said  unto  Absalom, 
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Let  me  now  choose  out  twelve  thousand  men,  and 
I  will  arise  and  pursue  after  David  this  night :  '  and 
I  will  come  upon  him  while  he  is  weary  and  weak 
handed,  and  will  make  him  afraid :  and  all  the  people 
that  a7^e  with  him  shall  flee ;  and  I  will  smite  the  king 
only :  ^  and  I  will  bring  back  all  the  people  unto  thee  : 
the  man  whom  thou  seekest  is  as  if  all  returned :  so 
all  the  people  shall  be  in  peace.     "^And  the  saying 

*  pleased  Absalom  well,  and  all  the  elders  ^t-eTel7,To'' 
of  Israel.  ^  Then  said  Absalom,  Call  now  Hushai  the 
Archite  also,  and  let  us  hear  likewise  *what  ^^%'tourh. 
he  saith.  ^And  when  Hushai  was  come  to  Absalom, 
Absalom  spake  unto  him,  saying,  Ahithophel  hath 
spoken  after  this  manner :  shall  we  do  after  his  *  say- 
ing? if  not;   speak  thou.  s.eb.word. 

^And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  The  counsel  that 
Ahithophel  hath  *  given  is  not  good  at  this  -B.eb.  counselled. 
time.  ^  For,  said  Hushai,  thou  knowest  thy  father 
and  his  men,  that  they  be  mighty  men,  and  they  he 

*  chafed  in  thejr  minds,  as  a  bear  robbed  neh.  utter  o/soui. 
of  her  whelps  in  the  field :  and  thy  father  is  a  man  of 
war,  and  will  not  lodge  with  the  people.  ^  Behold, 
he  is  hid  now  in  some  pit,  or  in  some  other  place: 
and  it  will  come  to  pass,  when  some  of  them  be  *over- 
thrown  at  the  first,  that  whosoever  heareth  it  Heb./aHe«. 
will  say,  There  is  a  slaughter  among  the  people  that 
follow  Absalom.  '°And  he  also  that  is  valiant,  whose 
heart  is  as  the  heart  of  a  lion,  shall  utterly  melt :  for 
all  Israel  knoweth  that  thy  father  is  a  mighty  man, 
and  they  which  be  with  him  a^^e  valiant  men.  "  There- 
fore I  counsel  that  all  Israel  be  generally  gathered 
unto  thee,  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba,  as  the  sand 
that  is  by  the  sea  for  multitude;  and  *that  S!^;l"i4^^o{''|c: 
thou  go  to  battle  in  thine  own  person.  ''  So  shall  we 
come  upon  him  in  some  place  where  he  shall  be  found, 
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and  we  will  light  upon  him  as  the  dew  falleth  on  the 
ground :  and  of  him  and  of  all  the  men  that  are  with 
him  there  shall  not  be  left  so  much  as  one.  '^  More- 
over, if  he  be  gotten  into  a  city,  then  shall  all  Israel 
bring  ropes  to  that  city,  and  we  will  draw  it  into  the 
river,  until  there  be  not  one  small  stone  found  there. 

'"^And  Absalom  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  said,  The 
counsel  of  Hushai  the  Archite  is  better  than  the 
counsel  of  Ahithophel.  For  the  Lord  had  *  appointed 
to  defeat  the  good  counsel  of  Ahithophel,  Heb.  commanded. 
to  the  intent  that  the  Lord  might  bring  evil  upon 
Absalom. 

'"  Then  said  Hushai  unto  Zadok  and  to  Abiathar 
the  priests.  Thus  and  thus  did  Ahithophel  counsel 
Absalom  and  the  elders  of  Israel ;  and  thus  and  thus 
have  I  counselled.  '^  Now  therefore  send  quickly, 
and  tell  David,  saying.  Lodge  not  this  night  in  the 
jDlains  of  the  wilderness,  but  speedily  pass  over;  lest 
the  king  be  swallowed  up,  and  all  the  people  that  are 
with  him. 

'^  Now  Jonathan  and  Ahimaaz  stayed  by  En-rogel; 
for  they  might  not  be  seen  to  come  into  the  city :  and 
a  wench  went  and  told  them ;  and  they  went  and  told 
king  David.  '^  Nevertheless  a  lad  saw  them,  and  told 
Absalom :  but  they  went  both  of  them  away  quickly, 
and  came  to  a  man's  house  in  Bahurim,  which  had  a 
well  in  his  court;  whither  they  went  down.  '^And 
the  woman  took  and  spread  a  covering  over  the  well's 
mouth,  and  spread  ground  corn  thereon ;  and  the  thing 
was  not  known.  '°And  when  Absalom's  servants 
came  to  the  Avoman  to  the  house,  they  said,  Where  is 
Ahimaaz  and  Jonathan?  And  the  woman  said  unto 
them.  They  be  gone  over  the  brook  of  water.  And 
when  they  had  sought  and  could  not  find  tliem^  they 
returned  to  Jerusalem.     ^'And  it  came  to  pass,  after 
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they  were  departed,  that  they  came  up  out  of  the  well, 
and  went  and  told  king  David,  and  said  unto  David, 
Arise,  and  pass  quickly  over  the  water :  for  thus  hath 
Ahithophel  counselled  against  you.  "  Then  David 
arose,  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him,  and  they 
passed  over  Jordan :  by  the  morning  light  there  lacked 
not  one  of  them  that  was  not  gone  over  Jordan. 

'^And  when  Ahithophel  saw  that  his  counsel  was 
not  *  followed,  he  saddled  his  ass,  and  arose,  and  -B.eh.done. 
gat  him  home  to  his  house,  to  his  city,  and  *put  his 
household  in  order,  and  hanged  himself,  °f.;S;SLr" 
and  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  father. 

""*  Then  David  came  to  Mahanaim.  And  Absalom 
passed  over  Jordan,  he  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  with 
him.  '^And  Absalom  made  Amasa  captain  of  the  host 
instead  of  Joab :  which  Amasa  was  a  man's  son,  whose 
name  was  *Ithra  an  Israehte,  that  went  in  to  ^l.;w?jr 
*  Abigail  the  daughter  of  *Nahash,  sister  to  Itj^'^r'' 
Zeruiah  Joab's  mother.  '^  So  Israel  and  Absalom 
pitched  in  the  land  of  Gilead. 

*^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  was  come  to 
Mahanaim,  that  Shobi  the  son  of  Nahash  of  Kabbah  of 
the  children  of  Ammon,  and  Machir  the  son  of  Ammiel 
of  Lo-debar,  and  Barzillai  the  Gileadite  of  Eogelim, 
'^  brought  beds,  and  *  basons,  and  earthen  vessels,  ov,eups. 
and  wheat,  and  barley,  and  flour,  and  parched  corn^ 
and  beans,  and  lentiles,  and  parched  pulse^  '^and  honey, 
and  butter,  and  sheep,  and  cheese  of  kine,  for  David, 
and  for  the  people  that  were  with  him,  to  eat :  for  they 
said.  The  people  is  hungry,  and  weary,  and  thirsty,  in 
the  wilderness. 

XVIII.  And  David  numbered  the  people  that  were 
with  him,  and  set  captains  of  thousands  and  captains 
of  hundreds  over  them.  'And  David  sent  forth  a  third 
part  of  the  people  under  the  hand  of  Joab,  and  a  third 
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part  under  the  hand  of  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeriiiah, 
Joab's  brother,  and  a  third  part  under  the  hand  of 
Ittai  the  Gittite.  And  the  king  said  unto  the  people, 
I  will  surely  go  forth  with  you  myself  also.  ^  But  the 
people  answered.  Thou  shalt  not  go  forth :  for  if  we 
flee  away,  they  will  not  *care  for  us;  neither  ^k^aHonlf!" 
if  half  of  us  die,  will  they  care  for  us :  but  now  thou 
art  *worth  ten  thousand  of  us :  therefore  now  tnS,^a;dlfZ. 
it  is  better  that  thou  *  succour  us  out  of  the  city.  ^suc'cmJ^ 
^  AnA  the  king  said  unto  them,  What  seemeth  you 
best  I  Avill  do.  And  the  king  stood  by  the  gate  side, 
and  all  the  people  came  out  by  hundreds  and  by 
thousands. 

^And  the  kino^  commanded  Joab  and  Abishai  and 
Ittai,  saying.  Deal  gently  for  my  sake  with  the  young 
man,  even  with  Absalom.  And  all  the  people  heard 
when  the  king  gave  all  the  captains  charge  concerning 
Absalom. 

^  So  the  people  went  out  into  the  field  against  Israel : 
and  the  battle  was  in  the  wood  of  Ephraim;  ^  where 
the  people  of  Israel  were  slain  before  the  servants  of 
David,  and  there  was  there  a  great  slaughter  that  day 
of  twenty  thousand  men.  ^  For  the  battle  was  there 
scattered  over  the  face  of  all  the  country:  and  the 
wood  *  devoured  more  people  that  day  than  ^t'SoSf''^ 
the  sword  devoured. 

^And  Absalom  met  the  servants  of  David.  And 
Absalom  rode  upon  a  mule,  and  the  mule  went  under 
the  thick  boughs  of  a  great  oak,  and  his  head  caught 
hold  of  the  oak,  and  he  was  taken  up  between  the 
heaven  and  the  earth;  and  the  mule  that  was  under 
him  went  away.  '°  And  a  certain  man  saw  zV,  and  told 
Joab,  and  said.  Behold,  I  saw  Absalom  hanged  in  an 
oak.  "And  Joab  said  unto  the  man  that  told  him.  And, 
behold,  thou  sawest  Arm,  and  why  didst  thou  not  smite 
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him  there  to  the  ground?  and  I  would  have  given  thee 
ten  shekels  of  silver,  and  a  girdle.  '"And  the  man  said 
unto  Joab,  Though  I  should  *  receive  a  thou-  ^t;r£Z" 
sand  shekels  of  silver  in  mine  hand,  yet  would  I  not 
put  forth  mine  hand  against  the  king's  son :  for  in  our 
hearing  the  king  charged  thee  and  Abishai  and  Ittai, 
saying,  *  Beware  that  none  touch  the  young  ^te^jThltr' 
man  Absalom.  '^Otherwise  I  should  have  wrought 
falsehood  against  mine  own  life  :  for  there  is  no  matter 
hid  from  the  king,  and  thou  thyself  wouldest  have  set 
thyself  against  me.  '"^Then  said  Joab,  I  may  not  tarry 
thus  *with  thee.  And  he  took  three  darts  m  ^'Vef 
his  hand,  and  thrust  them  through  the  heart  of  Absa- 
lom, while  he  was  yet  alive  in  the  *  midst  of  the  Reh.  heart. 
oak.  '^And  ten  young  men  that  bare  Joab's  armour 
compassed  about  and  smote  Absalom,  and  slew  him. 

'^And  Joab  blew  the  trumpet,  and  the  people  re- 
turned from  pursuing  after  Israel :  for  Joab  held  back 
the  people.  '^And  they  took  Absalom,  and  cast  him 
into  a  great  pit  in  the  wood,  and  laid  a  very  great 
heap  of  stones  upon  him :  and  all  Israel  fled  every  one 
to  his  tent. 

'^NoAV  Absalom  in  his  lifetime  had  taken  and  reared 
up  for  himself  a  pillar,  which  is  in  the  king's  dale: 
for  he  said,  I  have  no  son  to  keep  my  name  in  remem- 
brance :  and  he  called  the  pillar  after  his  own  name ; 
and  it  is  called  unto  this  day,  Absalom's  place. 

'^Then  said  Ahimaaz  the  son  of  Zadok,  Let  me 
now  run,  and  bear  the  king  tidings,  how  that  the 
Lord  hath  *  avenged  him  of  his  enemies.  ^'^tiSJ:'^^/'''"' 
*°  And  Joab  said  unto  him.  Thou  shalt  not  *bear  ^'^-tdil^r 
tidings  this  day,  but  thou  shalt  bear  tidings  another 
day :  but  this  day  thou  shalt  bear  no  tidings,  because 
the  king's  son  is  dead.  ''Then  said  Joab  to  Cushi, 
Go  tell  the  king  what  thou  hast  seen.     And  Cushi 
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bowed  himself  unto  Joab,  and  ran.  "  Then  said 
Ahimaaz  the  son  of  Zadok  yet  again  to  Joab,  But 
*  howsoever,  let  me,  I  pray  thee,  also  run  ^^may."''^"^ 
after  Cushi.  And  Joab  said,  Wherefore  wilt  thou  run, 
my  son,  seeing  that  thou  hast  no  tidings  *  ready  ?  ?J,;S; 
''^But  howsoever,  said  he^  let  me  run.  And  he  said 
unto  him,  Eun.  Then  Ahimaaz  ran  by  the  way  of 
the  plain,  and  overran  Cushi. 

^■^And  David  sat  between  the  two  gates:  and  the 
watchman  went  up  to  the  roof  over  the  gate  unto  the 
wall,  and  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and  behold 
a  man  running  alone.  ""And  the  watchman  cried,  and 
told  the  king.  And  the  king  said.  If  he  be  alone, 
there  is  tidings  in  his  mouth.  And  he  came  apace, 
and  drew  near.  ^^And  the  watchman  saw  another 
man  running :  and  the  watchman  called  unto  the 
porter,  and  said.  Behold  another  man  running  alone. 
And  the  king  said.  He  also  bringeth  tidings.  ^^And 
the  watchman  said,  *  Me  thinketh  the  running  ^^ru^iZl!^' 
of  the  foremost  is  like  the  running  of  Ahimaaz  the 
son  of  Zadok.  And  the  king  said,  He  is  a  good  man, 
and  Cometh  with  o^ood  tidiness. 

'^And  Ahimaaz  called,  and  said  unto  the  king, 
*A11  is  well.  And  he  fell  down  to  the  geb^S^f  *° '^''• 
earth  upon  his  face  before  the  king,  and  said.  Blessed 
he  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  hath  *  delivered  neh.  shut  up. 
up  the  men  that  lifted  up  their  hand  against  my  lord 
the  king.  ''And  the  king  said,  *Is  the  young  ^'^-J^eT'^ 
man  Absalom  safe?  And  Ahimaaz  answered.  When 
Joab  sent  the  king's  servant,  and  me  thy  servant, 
I  saw  a  great  tumult,  but  I  knew  not  what  it  was. 
^""And  the  king  said  unto  him^  Turn  aside,  a7id  stand 
here.  And  he  turned  aside,  and  stood  still.  ^'And, 
behold,  Cushi  came ;  and  Cushi  said,  *  Tidings,  ^^XongiT 
my  lord  the  king:  for  the  Lord  hath  avenged  thee 
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this  day  of  all  them  that  rose  up  against  thee.  ^'And 
the  king  said  unto  Cushi,  Is  the  young  man  Absalom 
safe  ?  And  Cushi  answered,  The  enemies  of  my  lord 
the  king,  and  all  that  rise  against  thee  to  do  thee  hurt, 
be  as  that  young  man  is.  "And  the  king  was  much 
moved,  and  went  up  to  the  chamber  over  the  gate, 
and  wept:  and  as  he  went,  thus  he  said,  0  my  son 
Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  Absalom!  would  God  I 
had  died  for  thee,  0  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son ! 

XIX.  And  it  was  told  Joab,  Behold,  the  king 
weepeth  and  mourneth  for  Absalom.  ^  And  the 
*  victory  that  day  was  turned  into  mourn-  ^r!'de£faiwe. 
ing  unto  all  the  people :  for  the  people  heard  say  that 
day  how  the  king  was  grieved  for  his  son.  ^And  the 
people  gat  them  by  stealth  that  day  into  the  city, 
as  people  being  ashamed  steal  away  when  they  flee 
in  battle.  "^But  the  king  covered  his  face,  and  the 
king  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  0  my  son  Absalom, 
0  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son ! 

^And  Joab  came  into  the  house  to  the  king,  and 
said.  Thou  hast  shamed  this  day  the  faces  of  all  thy 
servants,  which  this  day  have  saved  thy  life,  and  the 
lives  of  thy  sons  and  of  thy  daughters,  and  the  lives  of 
thy  wives,  and  the  lives  of  thy  concubines;  ^*in  i^!ng,%. 
that  thou  lovest  thine  enemies,  and  hatest  thv  friends. 
For  thou  hast  declared  this  day  *that  ^^^L'inr.SLr 
thou  regardest  neither  princes  nor  servants:  for  this 
day  I  perceive,  that  if  Absalom  had  lived,  and  all  we 
had  died  this  day,  then  it  had  pleased  thee  well.  ^Now 
therefore  arise,  go  forth,  and  speak  *  comfort-  ^of)hyservl'rdl! 
ably  unto  thy  servants:  for  I  swear  by  the  Lord,  if 
thou  go  not  forth,  there  will  not  tarry  one  with  thee 
this  night :  and  that  will  be  worse  unto  thee  than  all 
the  evil  that  befell  thee  from  thy  youth  until  now. 
^  Then  the  king  arose,  and  sat  in  the  gate.     And  they 
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told  unto  all  the  j)eople,  saying,  Behold,  the  king  doth 
sit  in  the  gate.  And  all  the  ]3eople  came  before  the 
king :  for  Israel  had  fled  every  man  to  his  tent. 

^  And  all  the  people  were  at  strife  throughout  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  saying,  The  king  saved  us  out  of  the 
hand  of  our  enemies,  and  he  delivered  us  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  Philistines ;  and  now  he  is  fled  out  of  the 
land  for  Absalom.  ""And  Absalom,  whom  we  anointed 
over  us,  is  dead  in  battle.  Now  therefore  why  *  speak 
ye  not  a  word  of  bringing  the  king  back  ?  ffiie7f? 

"And  king 'David  sent  to  Zadok  and  to  Abiathar 
the  priests,  saying.  Speak  unto  the  elders  of  Judah, 
saying.  Why  are  ye  the  last  to  bring  the  king  back  to 
his  house?  seeing  the  speech  of  all  Israel  is  come  to 
the  king,  eveji  to  his  house.  '"Ye  are  my  brethren, 
ye  are  my  bones  and  my  flesh;  wherefore  then  are  ye 
the  last  to  bring  back  the  king?  '^And  say  ye  to 
Amasa,  Art  thou  not  of  my  bone,  and  of  my  flesh? 
God  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  thou  be  not  cap- 
tain of  the  host  before  me  continually  in  the  room  of 
Joab.  '^And  he  bowed  the  heart  of  all  the  men  of 
Judah,  even  as  the  heart  of  one  man;  so  that  they 
sent  this  icorcl  unto  the  king.  Return  thou,  and  all  thy 
servants.  ''So  the  king  returned,  and  came  to  Jordan. 
And  Judah  came  to  Gilgal,  to  go  to  meet  the  king, 
to  conduct  the  king  over  Jordan. 

'^And  Shimei  the  son  of  Gera,  a  Benjamite,  which 
was  of  Bahurim,  hasted  and  came  down  with  the  men 
of  Judah  to  meet  king  David.  '^And  there  were  a 
thousand  men  of  Benjamin  with  him,  and  Ziba  the 
servant  of  the  house  of  Saul,  and  his  fifteen  sons,  and 
his  twenty  servants  with  him  ;  and  they  went  over 
Jordan  before  the  king.  '^  And  there  went  over  a  ferry 
boat  to  carry  over  the  king's  household,  and  to  do 
*what  he  thought  good.    And  Shimei  the  son  '^tiM^eylt 
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of  Gera  fell  down  before  the  king,  as  he  was  come 
over  Jordan;  '^and  said  unto  the  king,  Let  not  my 
lord  impute  iniquity  unto  me,  neither  do  thou  remem- 
ber that  which  thy  servant  did  perversely  the  day 
that  my  lord  the  king  went  out  of  Jerusalem,  that 
the  king  should  take  it  to  his  heart.  *°For  thy  ser- 
vant doth  know  that  I  have  sinned :  therefore,  behold, 
I  am  come  the  first  this  day  of  all  the  house  of  Joseph 
to  go  down  to  meet  my  lord  the  king.  *'  But  Abishai 
the  son  of  Zeruiah  answered  and  said,  Shall  not  Shimei 
be  put  to  death  for  this,  because  he  cursed  the  Lord's 
anointed?  "And  David  said.  What  have  I  to  do  with 
you,  ye  sons  of  Zeruiah,  that  ye  should  this  day  be  adver- 
saries unto  me  ?  shall  there  any  man  be  put  to  death  this 
day  in  Israel  ?  for  do  not  I  know  that  I  am  this  day  king 
over  Israel?  *^ Therefore  the  king  said  unto  Shimei, 
Thou  shalt  not  die.     And  the  king  sware  unto  him. 

^"^And  Mephibosheth  the  son  of  Saul  came  down  to 
meet  the  king,  and  had  neither  dressed  his  feet,  nor 
trimmed  his  beard,  nor  washed  his  clothes,  from  the 
day  the  king  departed  until  the  day  he  came  again  in 
peace.  '''And  it  came  to  pass  when  he  was  come  to 
Jerusalem  to  meet  the  king,  that  the  king  said  unto 
him.  Wherefore  wentest  not  thou  with  me,  Mephibo- 
sheth? '^And  he  answered.  My  lord,  0  king,  my  ser- 
vant deceived  me:  for  thy  servant  said,  I  will  saddle 
me  an  ass,  that  I  may  ride  thereon,  and  go  to  the 
king;  because  thy  servant  is  lame.  ''^And  he  hath 
slandered  thy  servant  unto  my  lord  the  king ;  but  my 
lord  the  king  is  as  an  angel  of  God  :  do  therefore 
ichat  is  good  in  thine  eyes.  '^For  all  of  my  father's 
house  were  but  *dead  men  before  my  lord  the  ^2aS!"°"^ 
king :  yet  didst  thou  set  thy  servant  among  them  that 
did  eat  at  thine  own  table.  What  right  therefore  have 
I  yet  to  cry  any  more  unto  the  king?    ''^  And  the  king 


2    SAMUEL,    XIX.  127 

said  unto  him,  Why  speakest  thou  any  more  of  thy 
matters?  I  have  said,  Thou  and  Ziba  divide  the  land. 
^°And  Mephibosheth  said  unto  the  king.  Yea,  let  him 
take  all,  forasmuch  as  my  lord  the  king  is  come  again 
in  peace  unto  his  own  house. 

^'And  Barzillai  the  Gileadite  came  down  from  Ro- 
gelim,  and  went  over  Jordan  with  the  king,  to  con- 
duct him  over  Jordan.  '^^  Now  Barzillai  was  a  very 
aged  man,  eve7i  fourscore  years  old :  and  he  had  pro- 
vided the  king  of  sustenance  while  he  lay  at  Maha- 
naim;  for  he  was  a  very  great  man.  ^^And  the  king 
said  unto  Barzillai,  Come  thou  over  with  me,  and  I 
will  feed  thee  with  me  in  Jerusalem.  ^'^And  Barzillai 
said  unto  the  king,  *How  long  have  I  ^^^t5~-2/f:r 
to  live,  that  I  should  go  up  with  the  king  unto  Jeru- 
salem? '^I  am  this  day  fourscore  years  old:  and  can 
I  discern  between  good  and  evil?  can  thy  servant 
taste  what  I  eat  or  what  I  drink?  can  I  hear  any 
more  the  voice  of  singing  men  and  singing  women? 
wherefore  then  should  thy  servant  be  yet  a  burden 
unto  my  lord  the  king  ?  "^  Thy  servant  will  go  a  little 
way  over  Jordan  with  the  king :  and  why  should  the 
king  recompense  it  me  with  such  a  reward  ?  ^^  Let 
thy  servant,  I  pray  thee,  turn  back  again,  that  I  may 
die  in  mine  own  city,  ajid  be  binned  by  the  grave  of 
my  father  and  of  my  mother.  But  behold  thy  servant 
Chimham;  let  him  go  over  with  my  lord  the  king; 
and  do  to  him  what  shall  seem  good  unto  thee.  ^^And 
the  king  answered,  Chimham  shall  go  over  with  me, 
and  I  will  do  to  him  that  which  shall  seem  good  unto 
thee:  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  *  require  of  neh.  choose. 
me,  that  will  I  do  for  thee.  ^^  And  all  the  people  went 
over  Jordan.  And  when  the  king  was  come  over, 
the  king  kissed  Barzillai,  and  blessed  him;  and  he 
returned  unto  his  own  place.     ''°  Then  the  king  went 
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on  to  Gilgal,  and  *Chimliam  went  on  with  B:eh.  chmhan. 
him :  and  all  the  people  of  Judah  conducted  the  king, 
and  also  half  the  people  of  Israel. 

"'And,  behold,  all  the  men  of  Israel  came  to  the 
king,  and  said  unto  the  king,  Why  have  our  brethren 
the  men  of  Judah  stolen  thee  away,  and  have  brought 
the  king,  and  his  household,  and  all  David's  men  with 
him,  over  Jordan?  '^'And  all  the  men  of  Judah  an- 
swered the  men  of  Israel,  Because  the  king  is  near  of 
kin  to  us :  wherefore  then  be  ye  angry  for  this  matter? 
have  we  eaten  at  all  of  the  king's  cost?  or  hath  he 
given  us  any  gift?  "^  And  the  men  of  Israel  answered 
the  men  of  Judah,  and  said.  We  have  ten  parts  in  the 
king,  and  we  have  also  more  7ight  in  David  than  ye : 
why  then  did  ye  *  despise  us,  that  our  advice  ^luiytt' 
should  not  be  first  had  in  bringing  back  our  king? 
And  the  words  of  the  men  of  Judah  were  fiercer  than 
the  words  of  the  men  of  Israel. 

XX.  And  there  happened  to  be  there  a  man  of 
Belial,  whose  name  ivas  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  a 
Benjamite  :  and  he  blew  a  trumpet,  and  said.  We 
have  no  part  in  David,  neither  have  we  inheritance  in 
the  son  of  Jesse  :  every  man  to  his  tents,  0  Israel. 
"^  So  every  man  of  Israel  went  up  from  after  David, 
and  followed  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri:  but  the  men 
of  Judah  clave  unto  their  king,  from  Jordan  even 
to  Jerusalem. 

^  And  David  came  to  his  house  at  Jerusalem  ;  and 
the  king  took  the  ten  women  his  concubines,  whom 
he  had  left  to  keep  the  house,  and  put  them  in  *Avard, 
and  fed  them,  but  went  not  in  unto  them.  ^^-Z^T'' 
So  they  were  *shut  up  unto  the  day  of  their  n-eh.  bound. 
death,  *  living  in  widowhood.  ^'^-  "^'li^^'"^ 

"  Then  said  the  king  to  Amasa,  *  Assemble  Heb.  caii. 
me  the  men  of  Judah  within  three  days,  and  be  thou 
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here  present.  ^  So  Amasa  went  to  assemble  the  men  of 
Juclali :  but  he  tarried  longer  than  the  set  tmie  which 
he  had  appointed  him.  ^And  David  said  to  Abishai, 
Now  shall  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri  do  us  more  harm 
than  did  Absalom :  take  thou  thy  lord's  servants,  and 
jDursue  after  him,  lest  he  get  him  fenced  cities,  and 
*  escape  us.  ^  And  there  went  out  after  him  fepj-rtnlZ  lyei 
Joab's  men,  and  the  Cherethites,  and  the  Pelethites, 
and  all  the  mighty  men  :  and  they  went  out  of  Jeru- 
salem, to  pursue  after  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri. 

^When  they  were  at  the  great  stone  which  is  in 
Gibeon,  Amasa  went  before  them.  And  Joab's  gar- 
ment that  he  had  put  on  was  girded  unto  him,  and 
upon  it  a  girdle  idth  a  sword  fastened  upon  his  loins 
in  the  sheath  thereof;  and  as  he  went  forth  it  fell 
out.  ^And  Joab  said  to  Amasa,  Art  thou  in  health, 
my  brother  ?  And  Joab  took  Amasa  by  the  beard 
with  the  right  hand  to  kiss  him.  '°  But  Amasa  took 
no  heed  to  the  sword  that  was  in  Joab's  hand :  so  he 
smote  him  therewith  in  the  fifth  rih^  and  shed  out  his 
bowels  to  the  ground,  and  *  struck  him  not  ?ofi;/So£! 
again;  and  he  died. 

So  Joab  and  Abishai  his  brother  pursued  after  Sheba 
the  son  of  Bichri.  "And  one  of  Joab's  men  stood  by 
him,  and  said,  He  that  favoureth  Joab,  and  he  that 
is  for  David,  let  him  go  after  Joab.  ''And  Amasa 
wallowed  in  blood  in  the  midst  of  the  highway.  And 
when  the  man  saw  that  all  the  people  stood  still,  he 
removed  Amasa  out  of  the  highway  into  the  field, 
and  cast  a  cloth  upon  him,  when  he  saw  that  every 
one  that  came  by  him  stood  still.  '^When  he  was 
removed  out  of  the  highway,  all  the  people  went  on 
after  Joab,  to  pursue  after  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri. 
'"^And  he  went  through  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  unto 
Abel,  and  to  Beth-maachah,  and  all  the  Berites :  and 

r.  10. 
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they  were   gathered   together,    and  went   also   after 
him. 

'^  And  they  came  and  besieged  him  in  Abel  of  Beth- 
maachah,  and  they  cast  up  a  bank  against  the  city, 
and  *it  stood  in  the  trench:  and  all  the  ^JL'lJi'S!' 
people  that  icere  with  Joab  *  battered  the  ^tLTZt!" 
wall,  to  throw  it  down. 

'^Then  cried  a  wise  woman  out  of  the  city.  Hear, 
hear;  say,  I  pray  you,  unto  Joab,  Come  near  hither, 
that  I  may  speak  with  thee.  '^And  when  he  was 
come  near  unto  her,  the  woman  said,  Ai^t  thou 
Joab?  And  he  answered,  I  am  he.  Then  she  said 
unto  him.  Hear  the  words  of  thine  handmaid.  And 
he  answered,  I  do  hear.  '^  Then  she  spake,  saying, 
*They  were  wont  to  speak  in  old  S^'S^rS-^t:-^; 
time,  saying.  They  shall  surely  ask  SelL":!"^^'''' ""^ " 
counsel  at  Abel:  and  so  they  ended  the  'matter.  '^I  am 
one  of  them  that  are  peaceable  and  faithful  in  Israel : 
thou  seekest  to  destroy  a  city  and  a  mother  in  Israel : 
why  Avilt  thou  swallow  up  the  inheritance  of  the 
Lord? 

'°  And  Joab  answered  and  said.  Far  be  it,  far  be  it 
from  me,  that  I  should  swallow  up  or  destroy.  "'  The 
matter  is  not  so :  but  a  man  of  mount  Ephraim,  Sheba 
the  son  of  Bichri  *by  name,  hath  lifted  up  his  ^^«„»^e/"* 
hand  against  the  king,  even  against  David ;  deliver 
him  only,  and  I  will  depart  from  the  city.  And  the 
woman  said  unto  Joab,  Behold,  his  head  shall  be 
thrown  to  thee  over  the  wall. 

"  Then  the  woman  went  unto  all  the  people  in  her 
wisdom :  and  they  cut  off  the  head  of  Sheba  the  son 
of  Bichri,  and  cast  it  out  to  Joab.  And  he  blew 
a  trumpet,  and  they  *  retired  from  the  city,  ^scaiiZ7d. 
every  man  to  his  tent.  And  Joab  returned  to  Jeru- 
salem unto  the  king. 
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'^  Now  Joab  luas  over  all  the  host  of  Israel :  and 
Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  was  over  the  Chere- 
thites  and  over  the  Pelethites:  '"^and  Adoram  teas 
over  the  tribute :  and  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Ahilud 
was  *  recorder:  '^and  Sheva  luas  scribe:  and  ^^Incer!' 
Zadok  and  Abiathar  icere  the  priests :  ''  and  Ira  also 
the  Jairite  was  *a  chief  ruler  about  David.        ot,  a  prince. 

XXI.  Then  there  was  a  famine  in  the  days  of 
David    three    years,    year    after    year ;    and    David 

*  enquired  of  the  Lord.  And  the  Loed  an-  ^!fac7!fc. 
swered,  It  is  for  Saul,  and  for  his  bloody  house, 
because  he  slew  the  Gibeonites.  'And  the  king  called 
the  Gibeonites,  and  said  unto  them;  (now  the  Gibe- 
onites were  not  of  the  children  of  Israel,  but  of  the 
remnant  of  the  Amorites;  and  the  children  of  Israel 
had  sworn  unto  them :  and  Saul  sought  to  slay 
them  in  his  zeal  to  the  children  of  Israel  and  Judah. ) 
^  Wherefore  David  said  unto  the  Gibeonites,  What 
shall  I  do  for  you?  and  wherewith  shall  I  make  the 
atonement,  that  ye  may  bless  the  inheritance  of  the 
Lord?  ^And  the  Gibeonites  said  unto  him,  *We 
will  have  no  sHver  nor  gold  of  Saul,  ^^:i::l  ^^ZJm  S 
nor  of  his  house;  neither  for  us  shalt  t^^'Jr!;^^Ctc!'^''''^' 
thou  kill  any  man  in  Israel.  And  he  said,  What  ye 
shall  say,  that  will  I  do  for  you.  ^  And  they  answered 
the    king.    The   man   that   consumed   us,    and    that 

*  devised  against  us  that  we  should  be  destroyed  ^'',^* 
from  remaining  in  any  of  the  coasts  of  Israel,  ^let 
seven  men  of  his  sons  be  delivered  unto  us,  and  we 
will  hang  them  up  unto  the  Lord  in  Gibeah  of  Saul, 
*ivhom  the  Lord  did  choose.  And  the  king  ^fiSzoEB. 
said,  I  will  give  thein. 

^But  the  king  spared  Mephibosheth,  the  son  of 
Jonathan  the  son  of  Saul,  because  of  the  Lord's  oath 
that  ivas  between  them,  between  David  and  Jonathan 
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the  son  of  SauL  ^  But  the  kmg  took  the  two  sons  of 
Kizpah  the  daughter  of  Aiah,  whom  she  bare  unto 
Saul,  Armoni  and  Mephibosheth ;  and  the  five  sons 
of  *Michal  the  daughter  of  Saul,  whom  she  ^^'.i^i';^'' 
*  brought  up  for  Adriel  the  son  of  Barzillai  the  fo^AlTI 
Meholathite:  ^and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  Gibeonites,  and  they  hanged  tliem  in  the  hill 
before  the  Lord  :  and  they  fell  all  seven  together, 
and  were  put  to  death  in  the  days  of  harvest,  in  the 
first  days^  in  the  beginning  of  barley  harvest.  '°And 
Eizpah  the  daughter  of  Aiah  took  sackcloth,  and 
spread  it  for  her  upon  the  rock,  from  the  beginning  of 
h^vest  until  water  dropped  upon  them  out  of  heaven, 
and  suffered  neither  the  birds  of  the  air  to  rest  on 
them  by  day,  nor  the  beasts  of  the  field  by  night. 

"And  it  was  told  David  what  Rizpah  the  daughter 
of  Aiah,  the  concubine  of  Saul,  had  done.  '^And 
David  went  and  took  the  bones  of  Saul  and  the  bones 
of  Jonathan  his  son  from  the  men  of  Jabesh-o;ilead, 
which  had  stolen  them  from  the  street  of  Beth-shan, 
where  the  Philistines  had  hanged  them,  when  tha 
Philistines  had  slain  Saul  in  Gilboa:  '\and  he  brought 
up  from  thence  the  bones  of  Saul  and  the  bones  of 
Jonathan  his  son  ;  and  they  gathered  the  bones  of 
them  that  were  hanged.  '*  And  the  bones  of  Saul  and 
Jonathan  his  son  buried  they  in  the  country  of  Ben- 
jamin in  Zelah,  in  the  sepulchre  of  Kish  his  father: 
and  they  performed  all  that  the  king  commanded. 
And  after  that  God  was  intreated  for  the  land. 

'"  Moreover  the  Philistines  had  yet  war  again  with 
Israel;  and  David  went  down,  and  his  servants  with 
him,  and  fought  against  tlie  Philistines  :  and  David 
waxed  faint.  '^  And  Ishbi-benob,  which  ivas  of  the  sons 
of  *the  giant,  the  weight  of  whose  *  spear  ^';,<^^otv^S/" 
weighed  three  hundred  shekels  of  brass  in  weight,  he 
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being  girded  with  a  new  sword^  thought  to  have  slain 
David.  ''But  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah  succoured 
him,  and  smote  the  Phihstine,  and  killed  him.  Then 
the  men  of  David  sware  unto  him,  saying.  Thou  shalt 
go  no  more  out  with  us  to  battle,  that  thou  quench 
not  the  *  light  of  Israel.  ^f,-  '.Zp 

'^  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  there  was  again 
a  battle  with  the  Philistines  at  Gob:  then  Sibbechai 
the  Hushathite  slew  *  Saph,  which  was  of  the  or,  sippai. 
sons  of  *the  giant.  '^And  there  was  again  a  or,  Eapha. 
battle  in  Gob  with  the  Philistines,  where  Elhanan  the 
son  of  *Jaare-oregim,  a  Bethlehemite,  slew  the  ov,jair. 
brother  of  Goliath  the  Gittite,  the  staif  of  whose  spear 
ivas  like  a  weaver's  beam.  ''^And  there  was  yet  a  battle 
in  Gath,  where  was  a  man  of  great  stature,  that  had  on 
every  hand  six  fingers,  and  on  every  foot  six  toes,  four 
and  twenty  in  number;  and  he  also  was  born  to  *the 
giant.  "And  when  he  *defied  Israel,  Jonathan  ol',Sproached. 
the  son  of  Shimeah  the  brother  of  David  slew  him. 
"These  four  were  born  to  the  giant  in  Gath,  and  fell 
by  the  hand  of  David,  and  by  the  hand  of  his  servants. 

XXII.  And  David  spake  unto  the  Lord  the  words 
of  this  song  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  had  delivered 
him  out  of  the  hand  of  all  his  enemies,  and  out  of  the 
hand  of  Saul:  'and  he  said, 

The  Lord  is  my  rock,  and  my  fortress,  and  my  deli- 
verer ;  ^  the  God  of  my  rock ;  in  him  will  I  trust : 
he  is  my  shield,  and  the  horn  of  my  salvation,  my 
high  tower,  and  my  refuge,  my  saviour ;  thou  savest 
me  from  violence.  '^1  will  call  on  the  Lord,  irho 
is  worthy  to  be  praised :  so  shall  I  be  saved  from 
mine  enemies. 

'When  the  *  waves  of  death  compassed  me,  the  or,  pangs. 
floods  of  *  ungodly  men  made  me  afraid;  B.eh.£eiiai. 
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^the  *  sorrows  of  hell  compassed  me  about;  or,  cords. 
the  snares  of  death  prevented  me ;  ^  in  my  distress 
I  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  cried  to  my  God :  and 
he  did  hear  my  voice  out  of  his  temple,  and  my 
cry  did  enter  into  his  ears.  ^  Then  the  earth  shook 
and  trembled;  the  foundations  of  heaven  moved 
and  shook,  because  he  was  wroth.  ^  There  went  up 
a  smoke  *out  of  his  nostrils,  and  fire  out  o{B.eh.  by. 
his  mouth  devoured :  coals  were  kindled  by  it. 
'°He  bowed  the  heavens  also,  and  came  down;  and 
darkness  was  under  his  feet.  "And  he  rode  upon 
a  cherub,  and  did  fly :  and  he  was  seen  upon  the 
wings  of  the  wind.  '^And  he  made  darkness 
pavilions  round  about  him,  *dark  waters,  ^o/«a£S!^ 
and  thick  clouds  of  the  skies.  ''  Through  the  bright- 
ness before  him  were  coals  of  fire  kindled.  '^  The 
Lord  thundered  from  heaven,  and  the  most  High 
uttered  his  voice.  ''And  he  sent  out  arrows,  and 
scattered  them;  lightning,  and  discomfited  them. 
'^  And  the  channels  of  the  sea  appeared,  the  founda- 
tions of  the  world  were  discovered,  at  the  rebuking 
of  the    Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the  breath  of  his 

*  nostrils.  Ov,  anger. 

'^He  sent  from  above,  he  took  me;  he  drew  me  out  of 
*many  waters;  '^he  delivered  me  from  my  or, great. 
strong  enemy,  and  from  them  that  hated  me :  for 
they  were  too  strong  for  me.  '^  They  prevented  me 
in  the  day  of  my  calamity :  but  the  Lord  was  my 
stay.  '°He  brought  me  forth  also  into  a  large  place : 
he  delivered  me,  because  he  delighted  in  me. 
^'The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  right- 
eousness :  according  to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands 
hath  he  recompensed  me.  "For  I  have  kept  the 
ways  of  the  Lord,  and  have  not  wickedly  departed 
from  my  God.    '^For  all  his  judgments  were  before 
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me :  and  as  for  his  statutes,  I  did  not  depart  from 
them.  ^''I  Avas  also  upright  *  before  him,  -Re^.toum. 
and  have  kept  myself  from  mine  iniquity.  ^~  There- 
fore the  Lord  hath  recompensed  me  according  to 
my  righteousness;  according  to  my  cleanness  *in 
his  eye  sight.^  ^  ^,t-^^- 

''^With  the  merciful  thou  Avilt  shew  thyself  merciful, 
and  with  the  upright  man  thou  wilt  shew  thyself 
upright.  '^With  the  pure  thou  wilt  shew  thyself 
pure;  and  with  the  fro  ward  thou  wilt  *shew  ov,wrestie. 
thyself  unsavoury.  ^^  And  the  afflicted  people  thou 
wilt  save :  but  thine  eyes  are  upon  the  haughty, 
that  thou  mayest  bring  them  down.  ^^For  thou 
art  my  *lamp,  0  Lord:  and  the  Lord  will  ov,candie. 
lighten  my  darkness.  ^^For  by  thee  I  have  *run 
through  a  troop:  by  my  God  have  I  leaped  ^atrooj" 
over  a  wall. 

^'  As  for  God,  his  way  is  perfect ;  the  word  of  the  Lord 
is  *  tried:  he  is  sl  buckler  to  all  them  that  or,  re/ined. 
trust  in  him.  ^^For  who  is  God,  save  the  Lord? 
and  who  is  a  rock,  save  our  God?  ^^God  is  my 
strength  a7id  power:  and  he  *maketh  my  ^rXoleth!^' 
way  perfect.  ^"^He  *maketh  my  feet  like  ^eh.  equaiuth. 
hinds'  feet:  and  setteth  me  upon  my  high  places. 
"^He  teacheth  my  hands  *to  war;  so  that  a  Sft^r!" 
bow  of  steel  is  broken  by  mine  arms.  ^^  Thou  hast 
also  given  me  the  shield  of  thy  salvation :  and  thy 
gentleness  hath  *made  me  great.  "Thou  ^eb. «.«z;i;,/ied 
hast  enlarged  my  steps  under  me ;  so  that  my  *feet 

did  not   slip.  Heb.a«i^e«. 

^^I  have  pursued  mine  enemies,  and  destroyed  them; 
and  turned  not  again  until  I  had  consumed  them. 
^^And  I  have  consumed  them,  and  wounded  them, 
that  they  could  not  arise  :  yea,  they  are  fallen 
under  my  feet.     ''"For  thou  hast  girded  me  with 
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strength  to  battle :  them  that  rose  up  against  me 
hast  thou  *  subdued  under  me.  '' Thou  ^tw'^ 
hast  also  given  me  the  necks  of  mine  enemies, 
that  I  might  destroy  them  that  hate  me.  ^^  They 
looked,  but  there  was  none  to  save ;  eveji  unto  the 
Lord,  but  he  answered  them  not.  ^"  Then  did 
I  beat  them  as  small  as  the  dust  of  the  earth, 
I  did  stamp  them  as  the  mire  of  the  street,  and 
did  spread  them  abroad.  ^^  Thou  also  hast  de- 
livered me  from  the  strivings  of  my  people,  thou 
hast  kept  me  to  be  head  of  the  heathen :  a  people 
which  I  knew  not  shall  serve  me.  ''^  *  Stran-  ^jf^'XaZer. 
gers  shall  *  submit 'themselves  unto  S';£'^#rzt"^'" 
me:  as  soon  as  they  hear,  they  shall  be  obedient 
unto  me.  '^^  Strangers  shall  fade  away,  and  they 
shall  be  afraid  out  of  their  close  places. 
'^^The  Lord  liveth  ;  and  blessed  he  my  rock;  and 
exalted  be  the  God  of  the  rock  of  my  salvation. 
''  It  is  God  that  *  avengeth  me,  and  '^'\StrZ7''' 
that  bringeth  down  the  people  under  me,  ''^and 
that  bringeth  me  forth  from  mine  enemies:  thou 
also  hast  lifted  me  up  on  high  above  them  that 
rose  up  against  me :  thou  hast  delivered  me  from 
the  violent  man.  ^°  Therefore  I  will  give  thanks 
unto  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  heathen,  and  I  will 
sing  praises  unto  thy  name.  ^^  He  is  the  tower  of 
salvation  for  his  king:  and  sheweth  mercy  to  his 
anointed,  unto  David,  and  to  his  seed  for  ever- 
more. 

XXIII.  Now  these  he  the  last  words  of  David. 
David  the  son  of  Jesse  said,  and  the  man  who  ivas 
raised  up  on  high,  the  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob, 
and  the  sweet  psalmist  of  Israel,  said, 

''The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  spake  by  me,  and  his  word 
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was  in  my  tongue.  ^  The  God  of  Israel  said,  the 
Eock  of  Israel  spake  to  me, 

*He  that  ruleth  over  men  must  he  just,  ruling  ^,f,;?5!?r 
in  the  fear  of  God.  ''  And  he  shall  he  as  the  light 
of  the  morning,  ivhen  the  sun  riseth,  even  a  morn- 
ing without  clouds ;  as  the  tender  grass  springing 
out  of  the  earth  by  clear  shinhig  after  rain. 

'  Although  my  house  he  not  so  with  God ;  yet  he  hath 
made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant,  ordered  in 
all  things^  and  sure:  for  this  is  all  my  salvation, 
and  all  my  desire,  although  he  make  it  not  to 
grow.  ^  But  the  sons  of  Belial  shall  he  all  of  them 
as  thorns  thrust  away,  because  they  cannot  be 
taken  with  hands:  'but  the  man  that  shall  touch 
them  must  be  "fenced  with  iron,  and  the  's.eb.jnud. 
staff  of  a  spear;  and  they  shall  be  utterly  burned 
with  fire  in  the  same  place. 

^  These  he  the  names  of  the  mighty  men  whom 
David  had:  *  The  Tachmonite  that  ""l^S^^^^^lj^^j^' 
sat  in  the  seat,  chief  among  the  captains;  the  same 
was  Adino  the  Eznite  :  he  lift  up  his  spear  against 
eight  hundred,  *whom  he  slew  at  one  time.  B.eh.siain. 
^And  after  him  teas  Eleazar  the  son  of  Dodo  the 
Ahohite,  one  of  the  three  mighty  men  with  David, 
when  they  defied  the  Philistines  that  were  there 
gathered  together  to  battle,  and  the  men  of  Israel 
were  gone  away:  '°he  arose,  and  smote  the  Philis- 
tines until  his  hand  was  wearv,  and  his  hand  clave 
unto  the  sword ;  and  the  Lord  wrought  a  great 
victory  that  day;  and  the  people  returned  after  him 
only  to  spoil. 

"And  after  him  was  Shammah  the  son  of  Agee  the 
Hararite.  And  the  Philistines  were  gathered  together 
*into  a  troop,  where  was  a  piece  of  ground  full  y°''j^-£j. 
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of  lentiles :  and  the  people  fled  from  the  Philistines. 
''But  he  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  ground,  and 
defended  it,  and  slew  the  Philistines :  and  the  Lord 
wrought  a  great  victory. 

'^And  *three  of  the  thirty  chief  went  ""^'llXVSlt' 
down,  and  came  to  David  in  the  harvest  time  unto 
the  cave  of  Adullam :  and  the  troop  of  the  Philistines 
pitched  in  the  valley  of  Pephaim.  '^And  David  was 
then  in  an  hold,  and  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines 
was  then  in  Beth-lehem.  '^And  David  longed,  and 
said.  Oh  that  one  would  give  me  drink  of  the  water 
of  the  well  of  Beth-lehem,  which  is  by  the  gate! 
'^And  the  three  mighty  men  brake  through  the  host 
of  the  Philistines,  and  drew  water  out  of  the  well 
of  Beth-lehem,  that  loas  by  the  gate,  and  took  it^  and 
brought  it  to  David :  nevertheless  he  would  not  drink 
thereof,  but  poured  it  out  unto  the  Lord.  '^And  he 
said,  Be  it  far  from  me,  0  Lord,  that  I  should  do 
this :  is  not  this  the  blood  of  the  men  that  went  in 
jeopardy  of  their  lives?  therefore  he  would  not  drink 
it.     These  things  did  these  three  mighty  men. 

'^And  Abishai,  the  brother  of  Joab,  the  son  of 
Zeruiah,  was  chief  among  three.  And  he  lifted  up 
his  spear  against  three  hundred,  *  and  slew  Heb.  dam. 
them^  and  had  the  name  among  three.  '^Was  he  not 
most  honourable  of  three  ?  therefore  he  was  their 
captain :  howbeit  he  attained  not  unto  the  first  three. 

^°And  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  the  son  of  a 
valiant  man,  of  Kabzeel,  *  who  had  done  many  ^'^/Jr^ 
acts,  he  slew  two  *honlike  men  of  Moab:  hQ^^^aZ.' 
went  down  also  and  slew  a  lion  in  the  midst  of  a 
pit  in  time  of  snow  ;  ''  and  he  slew  an  Egyptian, 
*  a  goodly  man :  and  the  Egyptian  had  a  SS^.LTcto'iC 
spear  in  his  hand:  but  he  went  down  to '^Hi .^Juref 
him  with  a  staff,  and  plucked  the  spear  out  of  the 
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Egyptian's  hand,  and  slew  him  with  his  own  spear. 
"These  things  did  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and 
had  the  name  among  three  mighty  men.  ^^  He  was 
*more  honourable  than  the  thirty,  but  he  ^''^^ZZl^^'""^ 
attained  not  to  the  first  three.     And  David  set  him 

over  his   *  guard.  ^e}^°attLommand. 

^^  Asahel  the  brother  of  Joab  teas  one  of  the  thirty ; 
Elhanan  the  son  of  Dodo  of  Beth-lehem,  '^  Shammah 
the  Harodite,  Elika  the  Harodite,  '^  Helez  the  Paltite, 
Ira  the  son  of  Ikkesh  the  Tekoite,  ^^Abiezer  the  Ane- 
thothite,  Mebunnai  the  Hushathite,  '^  Zalmon  the 
Ahohite,  Maharai  the  Netophathite,  ^^  Heleb  the  son 
of  Baanah,  a  Netophathite,  Ittai  the  son  of  Eibai  out 
of  Gibeah  of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  ^°  Benaiah  the 
Pirathonite,  Hiddai  of  the  *  brooks  of  Gaash,  OT,vaiues. 
^'Abi-albon  the  Arbathite,  Azmaveth  the  Barhumite, 
^'  Eliahba  the  Shaalbonite,  of  the  sons  of  Jashen, 
Jonathan,  ^^  Shammah  the  Hararite,  Ahiam  the  son 
of  Sharar  the  Hararite,  ^'^Eliphalet  the  son  of  Ahasbai, 
the  son  of  the  Maachathite,  Eliam  the  son  of  Ahitho- 
phel  the  Gilonite,  "'"  Hezrai  the  Carmelite,  Paarai  the 
Arbite,  ^^  Igal  the  son  of  Nathan  of  Zobah,  Bani  the 
Gadite,  ^^  Zelek  the  Ammonite,  Nahari  the  Beerothite, 
armour-bearer  to  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  '"^  Ira  an 
Ithrite,  Gareb  an  Ithrite,  ^^  Uriah  the  Hittite :  thirty 
and  seven  in  all. 

XXIY.  AxD  ao^ain  the  ano^er  of  the  Loed  was 
kindled  against  Israel,  and  *  he  moved  David  fch"2i.  i. 
ao^ainst  them  to  sav,  Go,  number  Israel  and  Judah. 
^  For  the  king  said  to  Joab  the  captain  of  the  host, 
which  7.vas  with  him,  *Go  now  through  all  ov,  compass. 
the  tribes  of  Israel,  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba,  and 
number  ye  the  people,  that  I  may  know  the  number  of 
the  people.  ^  And  Joab  said  unto  the  king,  Xow  the 
Lord  thy  God  add  unto  the  people,  how  many  soever 
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they  be,  an  hundred  fold,  and  that  the  eyes  of  my  lord 
the  king  may  see  it:  but  why  doth  my  lord  the  king 
delight  in  this  thing?  '^Notwithstanding  the  king's 
word  prevailed  against  Joab,  and  against  the  captains 
of  the  host. 

And  Joab  and  the  captains  of  the  host  went  out 
from  the  presence  of  the  king,  to  number  the  people 
of  Israel.  ^  And  they  passed  over  Jordan,  and  pitched 
in  Aroer,  on  the  right  side  of  the  city  that  lieth  in  the 
midst  of  the  *  river  of  Gad,  and  toward  Jazer:  ov^vaiuy. 
'then  they  came  to  Gilead,  and  to  the  *land  ?,::j;tZb^l 
of  Tahtim-hodshi ;  and  they  came  to  Dan-jaan,  and 
about  to  Zidon,  ^  and  came  to  the  strong  hold  of  Tyre, 
and  to  all  the  cities  of  the  Hivites,  and  of  the  Canaan- 
ites :  and  they  went  out  to  the  south  of  Judah,  even 
to  Beer-sheba.  ^  So  when  they  had  gone  through  all 
the  land,  they  came  to  Jerusalem  at  the  end  of  nine 
months  and  twenty  days.  ^And  Joab  gave  up  the 
sum  of  the  number  of  the  people  unto  the  king :  and 
there  were  in  Israel  eio:ht  hundred  thousand  valiant 
men  that  drew  the  sword ;  and  the  men  of  Judah  were 
five  hundred  thousand  men. 

'°And  David's  heart  smote  him  after  that  he  had 
numbered  the  people.  And  David  said  unto  the  Loed, 
I  have  sinned  greatly  in  that  I  have  done :  and  now, 
I  beseech  thee,  0  Lord,  take  away  the  iniquity  of  thy 
servant;  for  I  have  done  very  foolishly.  ''  For  when 
David  Avas  up  in  the  morning,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  unto  the  prophet  Gad,  David's  seer,  saying,  '^Go 
and  say  unto  David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  offer  thee 
three  things ;  choose  thee  one  of  them,  that  I  may  do 
it  unto  thee.  '^  So  Gad  came  to  David,  and  told  him, 
and  said  unto  him.  Shall  seven  years  of  famine  come 
unto  thee  in  thy  land?  or  wilt  thou  flee  three  months 
before  thine  enemies,  while  they  pursue  thee?  or  that 
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there  be  three  days'  pestilence  in  thy  land?  now  advise, 
and  see  what  answer  I  shall  return  to  him  that  sent  me. 
'*And  David  said  unto  Gad,  I  am  in  a  great  strait :  let 
us  fall  now  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  ;  for  his  mercies 
are  *  great:  and  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of  ov,manij. 
man. 

'"  So  the  Lord  sent  a  pestilence  upon  Israel  from  the 
morning  even  to  the  time  appointed :  and  there  died 
of  the  people  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba,  seventy 
thousand  men.  '^And  when  the  angel  stretched  out 
his  hand  upon  Jerusalem  to  destroy  it,  the  Lord  re- 
pented him  of  the  evil,  and  said  to  the  angel  that 
destroyed  the  peoj)le.  It  is  enough:  stay  now  thine 
hand. 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  was  by  the  threshing- 
place  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite.  '^And  David  spake 
unto  the  Lord  when  he  saw  the  angel  that  smote  the 
people,  and  said,  Lo,  I  have  sinned,  and  I  have  done 
wickedly:  but  these  sheejD,  what  have  they  done?  let 
thine  hand,  I  pray  thee,  be  against  me,  and  against 
my  father's  house. 

'^And  Gad  came  that  day  to  David,  and  said  unto 
him.  Go  up,  rear  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  in  the  thresh- 
ingfloor  of  *  Araunah  the  Jebusite.  '^And  s.eb.  Aramah. 
David,  according  to  the  saying  of  Gad,  went  up  as 
the  Lord  commanded.  '°And  Araunah  looked,  and 
saw  the  king  and  his  servants  coming  on  toward  him : 
and  Araunah  went  out,  and  bowed  himself  before  the 
king  on  his  face  upon  the  ground.  ''And  Araunah 
said,  Wherefore  is  my  lord  the  king  come  to  his  ser- 
vant? And  David  said,  To  buy  the  threshingfloor  of 
thee,  to  build  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  that  the  plague 
may  be  stayed  from  the  people.  "And  Araunah  said 
unto  David,  Let  my  lord  the  king  take  and  offer  up 
what  seemeth  good  unto  him :  behold,  here  he  oxen  for 
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burnt  sacrifice,  and  threshing  instruments  and  other 
instruments  of  the  oxen  for  wood.  ^'  All  these  things 
did  Araunah,  as  a  king,  give  unto  the  king.  And 
Araunah  said  unto  the  king,  The  Lord  thy  God  ac- 
cept thee.  '"^And  the  king  said  unto  Araunah,  Nay; 
but  I  will  surely  buy  it  of  thee  at  a  price :  neither  will 
I  offer  burnt  offerings  unto  the  Lord  my  God  of  that 
which  doth  cost  me  nothing. 

So  David  bought  the  threshingfloor  and  the  oxen 
for  fifty  shekels  of  silver.  '^And  David  built  there  an 
altar  unto  the  Lord,  and  offered  burnt  offerings  and 
peace  offerings.  So  the  Lord  was  intreated  for  the 
land,  and  the  plague  was  stayed  from  Israel. 
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the  death  of  Saul's  sons,  131 
his  song  of  praise,  133-136 
his  last  words,  136,  137;  his 
mighty   men,    137-139  ;     the 
sin  of  numbering  the  people 
and  its  judgments,  139-141  ; 
the  trespass  off'ering,  142. 
Doeg  slays  the  priests,  56 ;  and 
sacks  Nob,  57. 

Ebenezer,  8,  9,  15. 

Eli,  rebukes  Hannah,  2  ;  his 
sons'  sin,  4,  5  ;  his  paternal 
weakness,  5  ;  a  man  of  God 
prophesies  against  him,  6 ; 
Samuel  delivers  God's  mes- 
sage to  him,  8  ;  dies,  10. 

Engedi,  the  cave  of,  60. 

Giants  slain  by  David's  wor- 
thies, 132. 
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Goliath,  39-44. 

Hannah,  her  trials,  1  ;  her 
prayer,  2;  her  song,  3. 

Hiram's  league  with  David,  89. 

Hophni  and  Phinehas,  their  sin, 
4,  5  ;  they  are  slain,  10  ;  the 
wife  of  Phinehas  dies,  10. 

ICHABOD,  10. 

Ish-bosheth,  his  reign  over  Is- 
rael, 81;  slain,  87;  his  mur- 
der avenged,  88. 

JABESH-GiiiEAD,  the  siege  of, 
23. 

Joab,  slays  Abner,  85 ;  sends 
the  woman  of  Tekoah  to  re- 
concile David  to  Absalom, 
108-110;  slays  Amasa,  129. 

Jonathan,  smites  the  garrison  of 
the  Philistines,  27-30;  is  con- 
demned for  eating  the  honey, 
31-33;  his  soul  knit  to  David, 
44,  45  ;  his  covenant  with 
David,  45,  47,  51,  58  ;  he  is 
slain,  76,  77. 

Keilah,  57. 
Mephibosheth,  97,  115,  126. 


Mizpeh,  the  victory  at,  15  ;  the 
installation  of  Saul,  22. 

Nabal  and  Abigail,  62-65. 

Nathan,  consulted  by  David 
about  the  temple,  92 ;  con- 
victs David  of  sin,  102-104. 

Obed-edom's  blessing,  91. 

Rizpah's  lament,  132. 

Samuel,  his  birth,  2,  3 ;  his 
childhood,  3,  5,  7 ;  the  Lord 
speaks  to  him,  7  ;  established 
as  a  prophet,  8  ;  he  calls  to 
repentance,  14 ;  at  Mizpeh, 
15;  his  circuits,  16;  builds  an 
altar,  16;  his  sons  judges,  16; 
the  people  demand  a  king,  16; 
he  remonstrates  with  them, 
16,  17,  25;  anoints  Saul,  19, 
20 ;  casts  the  lot  and  selects 
Saul,  22  ;  renews  the  kingdom 
at  Gilgal,  24  ;  the  Lord  bears 
witness  to  Samuel,  26 ;  his 
judgment  of  Saul  in  the  mat- 
ter of  Agag,  34-37  ;  anoints 
David,  38  ;  with  David  at 
Naioth,  49  ;  his  death,  61 ;  is 
raised  to  deliver  judgment  on 

Saul,  71. 
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Saul,  his  family,  17;  his  search 
after  the  asses,  18;  is  chosen 
king,  and  anointed,  19,  20  ; 
prophesies,  21  ;  is  selected  by 
lot,  22  ;  he  rescues  Jabesh- 
gilead,  23,  24  ;  his  solemn  in- 
stallation as  king  at  Gilgal,  24, 
25  ;  in  his  impatience  he  offers 
sacrifice,  28  ;  and  loses  the 
kingdom,  28  ;  smites  the  Phi- 
listines at  Michmash,  29,  32 ; 
the  trespass  of  the  people,  32; 
his  sons  and  captains,  34 ;  is 
sent  against  Amalek,  34-37  ; 
conspires  against  David,  47; 
pursues  him,  55  ;  slays  Ahim- 
elech  and  the  priests,  56;  falls 
into  David's  power  in  the  cave. 


60 ;  again,  66-68  ;  visits  the 
witch  at  En-dor,  70-72;  his 
death,  76,  77  ;  his  seven  sons 
slain,  131. 

Sheba's  conspiracy,  128. 

Shewbread,  eaten  by  David,  54. 

Shimei,  116,  125. 

Solomon  born,  104. 

Spirit  of  God,  comes  upon  Saul, 
21 ;  departs  from  him,  38. 

Syrians  smitten,  99. 

Tamar  defiled,  105,  106. 

Uzzah's  sin,  91. 

Witch,  the,  at  En-dor,  70-72. 

ZiBA,  97,  115,  126. 
Ziklag,  73,  76. 


THE    BOOKS    OF    KINGS. 


EzEA  was  most  probably  tbe  author  of  these  Books  of  Jewish  His- 
tory. They  comprise  the  period  from  the  latter  end  of  David's  reign 
to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  Nebuchadnezzar.  The  history 
of  the  first  Book  extends  from  2989,  a.m.,  to  3115,  a.m.  The  second 
Book  to  3416,  A.M. 

The  Books  of  the  Kings  consist  of  the  annals  of  Israel's  regal  state ; 
written,  there  is  reason  to  suppose,  to  put  upon  record  the  verification 
of  the  proi^hetic  warnings  of  Moses,  when  he  set  before  the  people 

life  and  good,  and  death  and  evil : — if  they  loved  the  Lord  their  G-od, 

t 

and  walked  in  his  ways,  and  kept  his  commandments  and  his  statutes, 
they  should  five,  and  multiply,  and  receive  blessing  of  God;  but  if 
their  heart  should  be  turned  away  with  their  feet  to  worship  other 
gods,  they  would  assuredly  perish. 

Here  therefore  we  see  that  Israel  proved  the  blessedness  of  obedience 
whenever  their  king  and  people  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
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siglit  of  the  Lord;  and  experienced  (too  often,  alas)  the  bitterness 
of  departing  from  the  living  God,  and  walking  in  the  self-willed  way 
of  him  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

During  this  period  of  Israel's  history,  the  manifestations  of  the  pre- 
sence and  operation  of  God's  hand  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation  were 
remarkably  frequent  and  striking.  There  were  the  wonders  wrought 
and  the  testimony  given  by  Elijah  (whose  very  name  was  a  standing 
witness)  and  Elisha ;  besides  these  there  were  the  constant  messages 
from  God  delivered  by  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Hosea  and  other  prophets. 

"  And  now,  O  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  and  men  of  Judah,  judge, 
I  pray  you,  between  me  and  my  vineyard.  What  could  have  been 
done  more  to  my  vineyard  that  I  have  not  done  in  it  ?  wherefore,  when 
I  looked  that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes,  brought  it  forth  wild 
grapes?" 
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I.    KINGS 


virgin. 
Heb.  be  a  cherisher 
unto  him. 


I.  Kow  king  David  was  old  and  *  stricken  ^!n(o7ly7.^ 
in  years;  and  they  covered  him  with  clothes,  but  he 
gat  no  heat.    'Wherefore  his  servants  said  unto  him, 

*'Let  there  be  sought  for  my  lord  the  '^'''^^  ^2' '^fl7i 
*  a  young  virgin :  and  let  her  stand  before  ^''^- "  '^"'"'''' 
the  king,  and  let  her  *  cherish  him,  and  let  "" 
her  lie  in  thy  bosom,  that  my  lord  the  king  may  get 
heat.  'So  they  sought  for  a  fair  damsel  throughout 
all  the  coasts  of  Israel,  and  found  Abishag  a  Shunam- 
mite,  and  brought  her  to  the  king.  'And  the  damsel 
teas  very  fair,  and  cherished  the  king,  and  ministered 
to  him :  but  the  king  knew  her  not. 

^Then  Adonijah  ih^  son  of  Haggith  exalted  himself, 
saying,  I  will  *be  king:  and  he  prepared  him  ^eh. reign. 
chariots  and  horsemen,  and  fifty  men  to  run  before 
him.  'And  his  father  had  not  displeased  him  *  at  any 
time  in  saying.  Why  hast  thou  done  so?  and  ^''V^^r'"* 
he  also  teas  a  very  goodly  man ;  and  Us  mother  bare 
him  after  Absalom.  ^And  *he  conferred  with  ^erewlthjoab. 
Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  and  with  Abiathar  the  priest: 
and  they  *  following  Adonijah  helped  him.  ^^^-J^onif.jf''' 
'But  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoi- 
ada,  and  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  Shimei,  and  Rei, 

G.  2. 
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and  the  mighty  men  which  heloiified  to  David,  were 
not  with  Adonijah.  ^And  Adonijah  slew  sheep  and 
oxen  and  fat  cattle  by  the  stone  of  Zoheleth,  which  is 
by  *En-rogel,  and  called  all  his  brethren  the  %'^;r" 
king's  sons,  and  all  the  men  of  Judah  the  king's  ser- 
vants :  '°but  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  Benaiah,  and  the 
mighty  men,  and  Solomon  his  brother,  he  called  not. 

"  AVherefore  Nathan  spake  mito  Bath-sheba  the 
mother  of  Solomon,  saying.  Hast  thou  not  heard  that 
Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith  doth  reign,  and  David 
our  lord  knoweth  it  not?  '"Now  therefore  come,  let 
me,  I  pray  thee,  give  thee  counsel,  that  thou  mayest 
save  thine  own  life,  and  the  life  of  thy  son  Solomon. 
'^Go  and  get  thee  in  unto  king  David,  and  say  unto 
him.  Didst  not  thou,  my  lord,  0  king,  swear  unto 
thine  handmaid,  saying.  Assuredly  Solomon  thy  son 
shall  reign  after  me,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  my  throne  ? 
why  then  doth  Adonijah  reign?  '* Behold,  while  thou 
yet  talkest  there  with  the  king,  I  also  will  come  in 
after  thee,  and  *  confirm  thy  words.  B^eh.  jm  up. 

'^And  Bath-sheba  went  in  unto  the  king  into  the 
chamber:  and  the  king  was  very  old;  and  Abishag 
the  Shunammite  ministered  unto  the  king.  ''And 
Bath-sheba  bowed,  and  did  obeisance  unto  the  king. 
And  the  king  said,  *What  wouldest  thou?  ^^',/S"''" 
'^And  she  said  unto  him.  My  lord,  thou  swarest  by 
the  Lord  thy  God  unto  thine  handmaid,  saying^  Assu- 
redly Solomon  thy  son  shall  reign  after  me,  and  he 
shall  sit  upon  my  throne.  ''And  now,  behold,  Adoni- 
jah reigneth ;  and  now,  my  lord  the  king,  thou  knowest 
it  not:  '^and  he  hath  slain  oxen  and  fat  cattle  and 
sheep  in  abundance,  and  hath  called  all  the  sons  of 
the  king,  and  Abiathar  the  priest,  and  Joab  the  cap- 
tain of  the  host:  but  Solomon  thy  servant  hath  he 
not  called.    '°And  thou,  my  lord,  O  king,  the  eyes  of 
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all  Israel  are  upon  thee,  that  thou  shouldest  tell  them 
who  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  my  lord  the  king  after 
him.  "'  Otherwise  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  my  lord 
the  king  shall  sleep  with  his  fathers,  that  I  and  my 
son  Solomon  shall  be  counted  *  offenders.  B.eh.  sinners. 

"And  lo,  while  she  yet  talked  with  the  king,  Xathan 
the  prophet  also  came  in.  '^And  they  told  the  king, 
saying.  Behold  Nathan  the  prophet.  And  when  he 
was  come  in  before  the  king,  he  bowed  himself  before 
the  king  with  his  face  to  the  ground.  '^And  Xathan 
said.  My  lord,  0  king,  hast  thou  said,  Adonijah  shall 
reign  after  me,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  my  throne? 
""For  he  is  gone  down  this  day,  and  hath  slain  oxen 
and  fat  cattle  and  sheep  in  abundance,  and  hath  called 
all  the  king's  sons,  and  the  captains  of  the  host,  and 
Abiathar  the  priest;  and,  behold,  they  eat  and  drink 
before  him,  and  say,  *God  save  king  Adonijah.  3£',»>1Se! 
''^But  me,  eiien  me  thy  servant,  and  Zadok  the  priest, 
and  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and  thy  servant 
Solomon,  hath  he  not  called.  '^  Is  this  thing  done  by 
my  lord  the  king,  and  thou  hast  not  shewed  it  unto 
thy  servant,  who  should  sit  on  the  throne  of  my  lord 
the  king  after  him? 

'^  Then  king  David  answered  and  said.  Call  me  Bath- 
sheba.  And  she  came  *into  the  king's  pre-  ^^^  jj^^'*^ '^'^ 
sence,  and  stood  before  the  king.  ^^And  the  king 
sware  and  said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  that  hath  re- 
deemed my  soul  out  of  all  distress,  ^°even  as  I  sware 
unto  thee  by  the  Loed  God  of  Israel,  saying.  Assuredly 
Solomon  thy  son  shall  reign  after  me,  and  he  shall  sit 
upon  my  throne  in  my  stead ;  even  so  mil  I  certainly 
do  this  day.  ^'  Then  Bath-sheba  bowed  with  her  face 
to  the  earth,  and  did  reverence  to  the  king,  and  said, 
Let  my  lord  king  David  live  for  ever. 

^'And  king  David  said.  Call  me  Zadok  the  ^^riest, 


4  1    K  I  N  G  S,    I. 

and  Nathan  tlie  prophet,  and  Benaiah  the  son  of 
Jehoiada.  And  they  came  before  the  king.  ^^  The 
king  also  said  unto  them,  Take  Avith  you  the  servants 
of  your  lord,  and  cause  Solomon  my  son  to  ride  upon 
*mine  own  mule,  and  bring  him  down  to  ^^eiongethtme':'^ 
Gihon :  ^"^and  let  Zadok  the  priest  and  Nathan  the  pro- 
phet anoint  him  there  king  over  Israel :  and  blow  ye 
with  the  trumpet,  and  say,  God  save  king  Solomon. 
^'  Then  ye  shall  come  up  after  him,  that  he  may  come 
and  sit  upon  my  throne ;  for  he  shall  be  king  in  my 
stead:  and  I  have  appointed  him  to  be  ruler  over 
Israel  and  over  Judah.  ^^And  Benaiah  the  son  of 
Jehoiada  answered  the  king,  and  said.  Amen:  the 
Lord  God  of  my  lord  the  king  say  so  too.  '^As  the 
Lord  hath  been  with  my  lord  the  king,  even  so  be  he 
with  Solomon,  and  make  his  throne  greater  than  the 
throne  of  my  lord  king  David. 

'^  So  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Nathan  the  prophet,  and 
Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and  the  Cherethites,  and 
the  Pelethites,  went  down,  and  caused  Solomon  to 
ride  upon  king  David's  mule,  and  brought  him  to 
Gihon.  ^^Ancl  Zadok  the  priest  took  an  horn  of  oil 
out  of  the  tabernacle,  and  anointed  Solomon.  And 
they  blew  the  trumpet;  and  all  the  people  said,  God 
save  king  Solomon.  "^^And  all  the  people  came  up 
after  him,  and  the  people  piped  with  *  pipes,  and  ov,jiutes. 
rejoiced  with  great  joy,  so  that  the  earth  rent  with  the 
sound  of  them. 

'''And  Adonijah  and  all  the  guests  that  loere  wdth 
him  heard  it  as  they  had  made  an  end  of  eating.  And 
when  Joab  heard  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  he  said, 
Wherefore  is  this  noise  of  the  city  being  in  an  uproar? 
'^"And  while  he  yet  spake,  behold,  Jonathan  the  son 
of  Abiathar  the  priest  came :  and  Adonijah  said  unto 
him.  Come  in ;  for  thou  art  a  valiant  man,  and  bringest 
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good  tidings.  "^^And  Jonathan  answered  and  said  to 
Adonijah,  Yerily  our  lord  king  David  hath  made 
Solomon  king.  '^'^And  the  king  hath  sent  with  him 
Zadok  the  priest,  and  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  Benaiah 
the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and  the  Cherethites,  and  the 
Pelethites,  and  they  have  caused  him  to  ride  upon 
the  king's  mule:  ^^and  Zadok  the  priest  and  Nathan 
tlie  ]3rophet  have  anointed  him  king  in  Gihon :  and 
they  are  come  up  from  thence  rejoicing,  so  that 
the  city  rang  again.  This  is  the  noise  that  ye  have 
heard.  '^^And  also  Solomon  sitteth  on  the  throne  of 
the  kingdom.  ^^And  moreover  the  king's  servants 
came  to  bless  our  lord  king  David,  saying,  God  make 
the  name  of  Solomon  better  than  thy  name,  and  make 
his  throne  greater  than  thy  throne.  And  the  king 
bowed  himself  upon  the  bed.  ^^  And  also  thus  said 
the  king.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which 
hath  given  one  to  sit  on  my  throne  this  day,  mine  eyes 
even  seeing  it. 

^^And  all  the  guests  that  icere  with  Adonijah  were 
afraid,  and  rose  up,  and  went  every  man  his  way. 
^'And  Adonijah  feared  because  of  Solomon,  and  arose, 
and  went,  and  caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar. 
^'  And  it  was  told  Solomon,  saying.  Behold,  Adonijah 
feareth  king  Solomon :  for,  lo,  he  hath  caught  hold  on 
the  horns  of  the  altar,  saying.  Let  king  Solomon  swear 
unto  me  to  day  that  he  will  not  slay  his  servant  with 
the  sword.  ''And  Solomon  said,  If  he  will  shew  him- 
self a  worthy  man,  there  shall  not  an  hair  of  him  fall 
to  the  earth :  but  if  wickedness  shall  be  found  in  him, 
he  shall  die.  "  So  king  Solomon  sent,  and  they  brought 
him  down  from  the  altar.  And  he  came  and  bowed 
himself  to  king  Solomon :  and  Solomon  said  unto  him, 
Go  to  thine  house. 

II.  Now  the  days  of  David  drew  nigh  that  he  should 
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die;  and  he  charged  Solomon  his  son,  saying,  'I  go 
the  way  of  all  the  earth :  be  thou  strong  therefore,  and 
shew  thyself  a  man ;  ^and  keep  the  charge  of  the  Lord 
thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways,  to  keep  his  statutes, 
and  his  commandments,  and  his  judgments,  and  his 
testimonies,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  that 
thou  mayest  *  prosper  in  all  that  thou  doest,  or,  do  n-isei,/. 
and  whithersoever  thou  turnest  thyself:  '^  that  the 
Lord  may  continue  his  word  Avhich  he  spake  concern- 
ing me,  saying.  If  thy  children  take  heed  to  their  way, 
to  Avalk  before  me  in  truth  with  all  their  heart  and 
with  all  their  soul,  there  shall  not  *  Ml  Lt/,trli;£«: 
thee  (said  he)  a  man  on  the  throne  of  Israel.  ^More- 
over thou  knowest  also  what  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah 
did  to  me,  a7id  what  he  did  to  the  two  captains  of  the 
host  of  Israel,  unto  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  and  unto 
Amasa  the  son  of  Jether,  whom  he  slew,  and  *  shed  the 
blood  of  war  in  peace,  and  put  the  blood  of  war  ^eh.put. 
upon  his  girdle  that  ivas  about  his  loins,  and  in  his 
shoes  that  ivere  on  his  feet.  ^  Do  therefore  according 
to  thy  wisdom,  and  let  not  his  hoar  head  go  down  to 
the  grave  in  peace.  ^But  shew  kindness  unto  the  sons 
of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite,  and  let  them  be  of  those  that 
eat  at  thy  table :  for  so  they  came  to  me  when  I  fled 
because  of  Absalom  thy  brother.  ^And,  behold,  thou 
hast  with  thee  Shimei  the  son  of  Gera,  a  Benjamite  of 
Bahurim,  which  cursed  me  with  a  *  grievous  neh.  strong. 
curse  in  the  day  when  I  went  to  Mahanaim :  but  he 
came  down  to  meet  me  at  Jordan,  and  I  sware  to  him 
by  the  Lord,  saying,  I  will  not  put  thee  to  death  with 
the  sword.  ^Now  therefore  hold  him  not  guiltless: 
for  thou  art  a  wise  man,  and  knowest  what  thou 
oughtest  to  do  unto  him;  but  his  hoar  head  bring 
thou  down  to  the  grave  with  blood. 

'°  So  David  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in 
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the  city  of  David.  "And  the  days  that  David  reigned 
over  Israel  icere  forty  years :  seven  years  reigned  he 
in  Hebron,  and  thirty  and  three  years  reigned  he  in 
Jerusalem. 

'^  Then  sat  Solomon  upon  the  throne  of  David  his 
father :  and  his  kingdom  was  established  greatly.  '^And 
Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith  came  to  Bath-sheba  the 
mother  of  Solomon.  And  she  said,  Comest  thou  peace- 
ably? And  he  said.  Peaceably.  "^  He  said  moreover,  I 
have  somewhat  to  say  unto  thee.  And  she  said.  Say  on. 
'^And  he  said.  Thou  knowest  that  the  kingdom  was 
mine,  and  that  all  Israel  set  their  faces  on  me,  that  I 
should  reign :  howbeit  the  kingdom  is  turned  about,  and 
is  become  my  brother's :  for  it  was  his  from  the  Lord. 
''And  now  I  ask  one  petition  of  thee,  *deny  f'^;':;;^,; 
me  not.  And  she  said  unto  him.  Say  on.  '^And  he 
said.  Speak,  I  pray  thee,  unto  Solomon  the  king,  (for 
lie  will  not  say  thee  nay,)  that  he  give  me  Abishag 
the  Shunammite  to  wife.  '.^And  Bath-sheba  said, 
Well ;  I  will  speak  for  thee  unto  the  king. 

'^  Bath-sheba  therefore  went  unto  king  Solomom,  to 
speak  unto  him  for  Adonijah.  And  the  king  rose  up 
to  meet  her,  and  bowed  himself  unto  her,  and  sat  down 
on  his  throne,  and  caused  a  seat  to  be  set  for  the 
king's  mother;  and  she  sat  on  his  right  hand.  '°Then 
she  said,  I  desire  one  small  petition  of  thee :  /  pray 
thee^  say  me  not  nay.  And  the  king  said  unto  her. 
Ask  on,  my  mother:  for  I  will  not  say  thee  nay. 
"And  she  said.  Let  Abishag  the  Shunammite  be  given 
to  Adonijah  thy  brother  to  wife. 

"And  king  Solomon  answered  and  said  unto  his 
mother.  And  why  dost  thou  ask  Abishag  the  Shunam- 
mite for  Adonijah  ?  ask  for  him  the  kingdom  also ; 
for  he  is  mine  elder  brother;  even  for  him,  and  for 
Abiathar  the  priest,  and  for  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah. 
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^'  Then  king  Solomon  sware  by  the  Lord,  saying,  God 
do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  Adonijah  have  not 
spoken  this  word  against  his  own  life.  ^^  Now  there- 
fore, as  the  Lord  liveth,  which  hath  established  me, 
and  set  me  on  the  throne  of  David  my  father,  and  who 
hath  made  me  an  house,  as  he  promised,  Adonijah 
shall  be  put  to  death  this  day.  ^^And  king  Solomon 
sent  by  the  hand  of  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada ;  and 
he  fell  upon  him  that  he  died. 

'^And  unto  Abiathar  the  priest  said  the  king,  Get 
thee  to  Anathoth,  unto  thine  own  fields ;  for  thou  art 
^worthy  of  death :  but  I  will  not  at  this  time  ^^)fJC 
put  thee  to  death,  because  thou  barest  the  ark  of  the 
Lord  God  before  David  my  father,  and  because  thou 
hast  been  afflicted  in  all  wherein  my  father  was  afflicted. 
^^  So  Solomon  thrust  out  Abiathar  from  being  priest  unto 
the  Lord  ;  that  he  might  fulfil  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  spake  concerning  the  house  of  Eli  in  Shiloh. 

^^  Then  tidings  came  to  Joab :  for  Joab  had  turned 
after  Adonijah,  though  he  turned  not  after  Absalom. 
And  Joab  fled  unto  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and 
caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar.  '^And  it  was 
told  king  Solomon  that  Joab  was  fled  unto  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  Lord;  and,  behold,  he  is  by  the  altar. 
Then  Solomon  sent  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  say- 
ing. Go,  fall  upon  him.  ^°And  Benaiah  came  to  the 
tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith 
the  king.  Come  forth.  And  he  said.  Nay ;  but  I  will 
die  here.  And  Benaiah  brouo;ht  the  kino^  word  ao^ain, 
saying.  Thus  said  Joab,  and  thus  he  answered  me. 
^' And  the  king  said  unto  him.  Do  as  he  hath  said,  and 
fall  upon  him,  and  bury  him ;  that  thou  mayest  take 
away  the  innocent  blood,  which  Joab  shed,  from  me, 
and  from  the  house  of  my  father.  ^'And  the  Lord 
shall  return  his  blood  upon  his  own  head,  who  fell 
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upon  two  men  more  righteous  and  better  than  he, 
and  slew  them  with  the  sword,  my  father  David  not 
knowing  thereof^  to  icit^  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  captain 
of  the  host  of  Israel,  and  Amasa  the  son  of  Jether,  cap- 
tain of  the  host  of  Judah.  "  Their  blood  shall  therefore 
return  upon  the  head  of  Joab,  and  upon  the  head  of 
his  seed,  for  ever :  but  upon  David,  and  upon  his  seed, 
and  upon  his  house,  and  upon  his  throne,  shall  there  be 
peace  for  ever  from  the  Lord.  ^^  So  Benaiah  the  son 
of  Jehoiada  went  up,  and  fell  upon  him,  and  slew  him : 
and  he  was  buried  in  his  own  house  in  the  wilderness. 
^"And  the  king  put  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  in 
his  room  over  the  host :  and  Zadok  the  priest  did  the 
king  put  in  the  room  of  Abiathar. 

^"^And  the  king  sent  and  called  for  Shimei,  and  said 
unto  him.  Build  thee  an  house  in  Jerusalem,  and  d^vell 
there,  and  go  not  forth  thence  any  whither.  ^^  For  it 
shall  be,  that  on  the  day  thou  goest  out,  and  passest 
over  the  brook  Kidron,  thou  shalt  know  for  certain 
that  thou  shalt  surely  die:  thy  blood  shall  be  upon 
thine  own  head.  ^^And  Shimei  said  unto  the  king. 
The  saying  is  good :  as  my  lord  the  king  hath  said,  so 
will  thy  servant  do.  And  Shimei  d^velt  in  Jerusalem 
many  days. 

^^  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  three  years,  that 
two  of  the  servants  of  Shimei  ran  away  unto  Achish 
son  of  Maachah  king  of  Gath.  And  they  told  Shimei, 
saying.  Behold,  thy  servants  be  in  Gath.  "^^  And  Shimei 
arose,  and  saddled  his  ass,  and  went  to  Gath  to  Achish 
to  seek  his  servants:  and  Shimei  went,  and  brought 
his  servants  from  Gath.  '''And  it  was  told  Solomon 
that  Shimei  had  gone  from  Jerusalem  to  Gath,  and 
was  come  again.  '^'And  the  king  sent  and  called  for 
vShimei,  and  said  unto  him.  Did  I  not  make  thee  to 
swear  by  the  Lord,  and  protested  unto  thee,  saying, 
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Know  for  a  certain,  on  the  day  thou  goest  out,  and 
walkest  abroad  any  whither,  that  thou  shalt  surely 
die?  and  thou  saidst  unto  me,  The  word  that  I  have 
heard  is  good.  '^'Why  then  hast  thou  not  kept  the 
oath  of  the  Lord,  and  the  commandment  that  I  have 
charged  thee  with  ?  "^  The  king  said  moreover  to 
Shimei,  Thou  knowest  all  the  wickedness  which  thine 
heart  is  privy  to,  that  thou  didst  to  David  my  father : 
therefore  the  Lord  shall  return  thy  wickedness  upon 
thine  own  head ;  ^^  and  king  Solomon  shall  he  blessed, 
and  the  throne  of  David  shall  be  established  before  the 
Lord  for  ever.  ^^  So  the  king  commanded  Benaiah 
the  son  of  Jehoiada;  which  went  out,  and  fell  upon 
him,  that  he  died.  And  the  kingdom  was  established 
in  the  hand  of  Solomon. 

III.  And  Solomon  made  affinity  with  Pharaoh  king 
of  Egypt,  and  took  Pharaoh's  daughter,  and  brought 
her  into  the  city  of  David,  until  he  had  made  an  end 
of  building  his  own  house,  and  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  round  about. 

*  Only  the  people  sacrificed  in  high  places,  because 
there  was  no  house  built  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord 
until  those  days.  ^And  Solomon  loved  the  Lord, 
walking  in  the  statutes  of  David  his  father :  only  he 
sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  in  high  places. 

'^  And  the  king  went  to  Gibeon  to  sacrifice  there ;  for 
that  ivas  the  great  high  place :  a  thousand  burnt  offer- 
ings did  Solomon  ofi'er  upon  that  altar.  ^  In  Gibeon 
the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  in  a  dream  by  night : 
and  God  said,  Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee.  ^And 
Solomon  said.  Thou  hast  shewed  unto  thy  servant 
David  my  father  great  *  mercy,  according  as  he  or,  bounft/. 
walked  before  thee  in  truth,  and  in  righteousness,  and 
in  uprightness  of  heart  with  thee ;  and  thou  hast  kept 
for  him  this  great  kindness,  that  thou  hast  given  him 
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a  son  to  sit  on  his  throne,  as  it  is  this  day.  'And  now, 
0  LoED  my  God,  thou  hast  made  thy  servant  king 
instead  of  David  my  father:  and  I  am  hut  a  Httle 
child:  I  know  not  lioiv  to  go  out  or  come  in.  ^And 
thy  servant  is  in  the  midst  of  thy  people  which  thou 
hast  chosen,  a  great  people,  that  cannot  be  numbered 
nor  counted  for  multitude.  ^  Give  therefore  thy  ser- 
vant an  *  understanding  heart  to  judge  thy  i3.eh.-hearrng. 
people,  that  I  may  discern  between  good  and  bad :  for 
who  is  able  to  judge  this  thy  so  great  a  people? 

'°And  the  speech  pleased  the  Lord,  that  Solomon 
had  asked  this  thing.  ''And  God  said  unto  him. 
Because  thou  hast  asked  this  thing,  and  hast  not 
asked  for  thyself  *  long  Hfe;  neither  hast  asked  ^1-;^"^ 
riches  for  thyself,  nor  hast  asked  the  life  of  thine 
enemies ;  but  hast  asked  for  thyself  understanding  to 
*  discern  judgment;  '^behold,  I  have  done  ac-  ^eh.hear. 
cording  to  thy  words :  lo,  I  have  given  thee  a  wise  and 
an  understanding  heart;  so  that  there  was  none  like 
thee  before  thee,  neither  after  thee  shall  any  arise  like 
unto  thee.  '^  And  I  have  ^Iso  given  thee  that  which 
thou  hast  not  asked,  both  riches  and  honour :  so  that 
there  *  shall  not  be  any  among  the  kings  like  ^^lit'en, 
unto  thee  all  thy  days.  '"^And  if  thou  wilt  walk  in 
my  ways,  to  keep  my  statutes  and  my  commandments, 
as  thy  father  David  did  walk,  then  I  will  lengthen  thy 
days.  '^And  Solomon  awoke;  and,  behold,  it  vms  a 
dream.  And  he  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  stood  before 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  offered  up 
burnt  offerings,  and  offered  peace  offerings,  and  made 
a  feast  to  all  his  servants. 

'^  Then  came  there  two  women,  tliat  icere  harlots, 
unto  the  king,  and  stood  before  him.  ''And  the  one 
woman  said,  0  my  lord,  I  and  this  woman  dwell  in 
one  house ;  and  I  was  delivered  of  a  child  with  her  in 
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the  house.  '^Ancl  it  came  to  pass  the  third  day  after 
that  I  was  delivered,  that  this  woman  was  delivered 
also:  and  we  were  together;  there  teas  no  stranger 
with  us  in  the  house,  save  we  two  in  the  house.  '^And 
this  woman's  child  died  in  the  night;  because  she 
overlaid  it.  ''"And  she  arose  at  midnight,  and  took  my 
son  from  beside  me,  while  thine  handmaid  slept,  and 
laid  it  in  her  bosom,  and  laid  her  dead  child  in  my 
bosom,  ^'And  when  I  rose  in  the  morning  to  give 
my  child  suck,  behold,  it  was  dead :  but  when  I  had 
considered  it  in  the  morning,  behold,  it  was  not  my 
son,  which  I  did  bear.  "And  the  other  woman  said, 
Nay;  but  the  living  is  my  son,  and  the  dead  is  thy 
son.  And  this  said,  No;  but  the  dead  is  thy  son, 
and  the  living  is  my  son.  Thus  they  spake  before 
the  king. 

'^  Then  said  the  king.  The  one  saith.  This  is  my  son 
that  liveth,  and  thy  son  is  the  dead:  and  the  other 
saith.  Nay;  but  thy  son  is  the  dead,  and  my  son  is  the 
living.  ^^And  the  king  said.  Bring  me  a  sword.  And 
they  brought  a  sword  before  the  king.  '^  And  the  king 
said.  Divide  the  living  child  in  two,  and  give  half  to 
the  one,  and  half  to  the  other.  ^^  Then  spake  the 
woman  whose  the  living  child  ivas  unto  the  king,  for 
her  bowels  *  yearned  upon  her  son,  and  she  said,  ^'"L/""'"^ 
0  my  lord,  give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no  wise 
slay  it.  But  the  other  said.  Let  it  be  neither  mine 
nor  thine,  but  divide  it.  ^^  Then  the  king  answered 
and  said.  Give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no  wise  slay 
it :  she  is  the  mother  thereof. 

^^And  all  Israel  heard  of  the  judgment  which  the 
king  had  judged;  and  they  feared  the  king:  for  they 
saw  that  the  wisdom  of  God  was  *in  him,  to  M'to/hiL 
do  judgment. 

IV.    So  king    Solomon  was   king   over  all  Israel. 
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'And  these  ivere  the  princes  which  he  had;  Azariah 
the  son  of  Zadok  *the  priest,  ^  Elihoreph  and  ^""'^lef!'^ 
Ahiah,  the  sons  of  Shisha,  *  scribes;  Jeho-  ov,  secretaries. 
shaphat  the  son  of  Ahilud,  the  *  recorder.  ov,rememhrancer. 
"^And  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  teas  over  the  host; 
and  Zadok  and  Abiathar  icere  the  priests :  ^and  Azariah 
the  son  of  Nathan  teas  over  the  officers:  and  Zabud 
the  son  of  Nathan  u'as  principal  officer,  and  the  kino-'s 
friend:  ^and  Ahishar  was  over  the  household:  and 
Adoniram  the  son  of  Abda  teas  over  the  *  tribute,  or,  lei-y. 
'And  Solomon  had  twelve  officers  over  all  Israel, 
which  provided  victuals  for  the  king  and  his  house- 
hold :  each  man  his  month  in  a  year  made  provision. 
^  And  these  are  their  names:  *the  son  of  Hur,  ov,Ben-hiu: 
in  mount  Ephraim :  ^  *  the  son  of  Dekar,  in  or,  Ben-dekar. 
Makaz,  and  in  Shaalbim,  and  Beth-shemesh,  and  Elon- 
beth-hanan :  '°*the  son  of  Hesed,  in  Aruboth ;  or,  Ben-kesed. 
to  him  pertaiJied  Sochoh,  and  all  the  land  of  Hepher : 
''*the  son  of  Abinadab,  in  all  the  region  or,  Ben.abinadub. 
of  Dor;  which  had  Taphath  the  daughter  of  Solomon 
to  wife:  '"Baana  the  son  of  Ahilud;  to  him  pertained 
Taanach  and  Megiddo,  and  all  Beth-shean,  which  is 
by  Zartanah  beneath  Jezreel,  from  Beth-shean  to 
Abel-meholah,  even  unto  tJie  place  that  is  beyond 
Jokneam:  '^*the  son  of  Geber,  in  Ramoth-  ov,Ben-geher. 
gilead ;  to  him  pertained  the  towns  of  Jair  the  son  of 
Manasseh,  which  are  in  Gilead ;  to  him  also  pertained 
the  region  of  Argob,  which  is  in  Bashan,  threescore 
great  cities  with  walls  and  brasen  bars:  '^Ahinadab 
the  son  of  Iddo  had  *Mahanaim:  '=Ahi-  ov,to2ia}ianaim. 
maaz  icas  in  Naphtali;  he  also  took  Basmath  the 
daughter  of  Solomon  to  wife:  ''Baanah  the  son  of 
Hushai  ims  in  Asher  and  in  Aloth:  '^Jehoshaphat 
the  son  of  Paruah,  in  Issachar :  '^  Shimei  the  son  of 
Elah,  in  Benjamin:  ''Geber  the  son  of  Uri  teas  in  the 
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country  of  Gilead,  in  the  country  of  Sihon  king  of  the 
Amorites,  and  of  Og  kmg  of  Bashan ;  and  he  teas  the 
only  officer  which  was  in  the  land. 

'^  Judah  and  Israel  were  many,  as  the  sand  which 
is  by  the  sea  in  multitude,  eating  and  drinking,  and 
making  merry. 

*'And  Solomon  reigned  over  all  kingdoms  from  the 
river  unto  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  unto  the 
border  of  Egypt :  they  brought  presents,  and  served 
Solomon  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

"And  Solomon's  *  provision  for  one  day  was  Heb.jrmi. 
thirty  *  measures  of  fine  flour,  and  threescore  Heb.  eor*. 
measures  of  meal,  '^ten  fat  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out 
of  the  pastures,  and  an  hundred  sheep,  beside  liarts, 
and  roebucks,  and  fallowdeer,  and  fatted  fowl.  '^  For 
he  had  dominion  over  all  the  region  on  this  side  the 
river,  from  Tiphsah  even  to  Azzah,  over  all  the  kings 
on  this  side  the  river :  and  he  had  peace  on  all  sides 
round  about  him.  '^And  Judah  and  Israel  dwelt 
*  safely,  every  man  under  his  vine  and  under  Heb.  confidently. 
his  ^g  tree,  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba,  all  the  days 
of  Solomon. 

'^And  Solomon  had  forty  thousand  stalls  of  horses 
for  his  chariots,  and  twelve  thousand  horsemen,  '^ind 
those  officers  provided  victual  for  king  Solomon,  and 
for  all  that  came  unto  king  Solomon's  table,  every  man 
in  his  month:  they  lacked  nothing.  '^Barley  also 
and  straw  for  the  horses  and  *  dromedaries  ^Ji/i^w^ 
brought  they  unto  the  place  where  the  officers  were, 
every  man  according  to  his  charge. 

'^And  God  gave  Solomon  wisdom  and  understanding 
exceeding  much,  and  largeness  of  heart,  even  as  the 
sand  that  is  on  the  sea  shore.  ^°And  Solomon's 
wisdom  excelled  the  wisdom  of  all  the  children  of 
the  east  country,  and  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypt.    ^'For 
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he  was  wiser  than  all  men ;  than  Ethan  the  Ezrahite, 
and  Heman,  and  Chalcol,  and  Darda,  the  sons  of 
Mahol :  and  his  fame  was  in  all  nations  round  about. 
^''And  he  spake  three  thousand  proverbs:  and  his 
songs  were  a  thousand  and  five.  ^^And  he  spake  of 
trees,  from  the  cedar  tree  that  is  in  Lebanon  even 
unto  the  hyssop  that  springeth  out  of  the  wall :  he 
spake  also  of  beasts,  and  of  fowl,  and  of  creeping 
things,  and  of  fishes.  ^"^  And  there  came  of  all  people 
to  hear  the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  from  all  kings  of  the 
earth,  Avhich  had  heard  of  his  wisdom. 

y.  And  *  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  sent  his  ser-  sfhTa. 
vants  unto  Solomon ;  for  he  had  heard  that  they  had 
anointed  him  king  in  the  room  of  his  father :  for  Hiram 
was  ever  a  lover  of  David.  ""And  Solomon  sent  to 
Hiram,  saying,  ^Thou  knowest  hoAV  that  David  my 
father  could  not  build  an  house  unto  the  name  of  the 
Lord  his  God  for  the  wars  which  were  about  him  on 
every  side,  until  the  Lord  put  them  under  the  soles 
of  his  feet.  "^But  now  the  Lord  my  God  hath  given 
me  rest  on  every  side,  so  that  there  is  neither  adversary 
nor  evil  occurrent.  ^And,  behold,  I  *purpose  Heb.sw^. 
to  build  an  house  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God, 
as  the  Lord  spake  unto  David  my  father,  saying. 
Thy  son,  whom  I  will  set  upon  thy  throne  in  thy 
room,  he  shall  build  an  house  unto  my  name.  ^  Xow 
therefore  command  thou  that  they  hew  me  cedar  trees 
out  of  Lebanon;  and  my  servants  shall  be  with  thy 
servants:  and  unto  thee  will  I  give  hire  for  thy  ser- 
vants according  to  all  that  thou  shalt  *  appoint:  Heb.  s«y. 
for  thou  knowest  that  the^^e  is  not  among  us  any  that 
can  skill  to  hew  timber  like  unto  the  Sidonians. 

^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Hiram  heard  the  words 
of  Solomon,  that  he  rejoiced  greatly,  and  said,  Blessed 
be  the  Lord  this  day,  Avhich  hath  given  unto  David  a 
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Avise  son  over  this  great  people.  ^And  Hiram  sent  to 
Solomon,  saying,  I  have  *  considered  the  things  B:eh.  heard. 
which  thou  sentest  to  me  for:  and  I  will  do  all  thy 
desire  concerning  timber  of  cedar,  and  concerning  tim- 
ber of  fir.  ^  My  servants  shall  bring  them  down  from 
Lebanon  unto  the  sea :  and  I  will  convey  them  by  sea 
in  floats  imto  the  place  that  thou  shalt  *  appoint  B^eh.send. 
me,  and  will  cause  them  to  be  discharged  there,  and 
thou  shalt  receive  them :  and  thou  shalt  accomplish 
my  desire,  in  giving  food  for  my  household. 

'°So  Hiram  gave  Solomon  cedar  trees  and  fir  trees 
according  to  all  his  desire.  "And  Solomon  gave  Hiram 
twenty  thousand  *  measures  of  wheat /cir  food  Heb.  cors. 
to  his  household,  and  twenty  measures  of  pure  oil: 
thus  gave  Solomon  to  Hiram  year  by  year. 

'"And  the  Lokd  gave  Solomon  wisdom,  as  he  pro- 
mised him :  and  there  was  peace  between  Hiram  and 
Solomon ;  and  they  two  made  a  league  together. 

'^And  king  Solomon  raised  a  *levy  out  of  ^ofmen"^' 
all  Israel;  and  the  levy  was  thirty  thousand  men. 
''^And  he  sent  them  to  Lebanon,  ten  thousand  a  month 
by  courses :  a  month  they  were  in  Lebanon,  and  two 
months  at  home:  and  Adoniram  was  over  the  levy. 
'^  And  Solomon  had  threescore  and  ten  thousand  that 
bare  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand  hewers  in  the 
mountains;  ''^beside  the  chief  of  Solomon's  officers 
which  were  over  the  work,  three  thousand  and  three 
hundred,  which  ruled  over  the  people  that  wrought 
in  the  work.  '^And  the  king  commanded,  and  they 
brought  great  stones,  costly  stones,  and  hewed  stones, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  house.  "^And  Solomon's 
builders  and  Hiram's  builders  did  hew  them^  and  the 
*stonesquarers :  so  they  prepared  timber  and  or,  Gihutes. 
stones  to  build  the  house. 

YI.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  four  hundred  and 
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eightieth  year  after  the  children  of  Israel  were  come 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the  fourth  year  of  Solo- 
mon's reign  over  Israel,  in  the  month  Zif,  wliich  is 
the  second  month,  that  he  *  began  to  build  the  Heb.6ta«. 
house  of  the  Lord. 

^And  the  house  which  king  Solomon  built  for  the 
Lord,  the  length  thereof  ivas  threescore  cubits,  and 
the  breadth  thereof  twenty  cubits^  and  the  height 
thereof  thirty  cubits.  ^And  the  porch  before  the 
temple  of  the  house,  twenty  cubits  was  the  length 
thereof,  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  house;  and 
ten  cubits  ivas  the  breadth  thereof  before  the  house. 
^And  for  the  house  he  made  Vm-  ""^^^^^'^il^i^T^^^Zr 
dows  of  narrow  lights.  ^And  *  against  the  wall  ^foSng'to^' 
of  the  house  he  built  *  chambers  round  about,  ^eh.jioors. 
against  the  walls  of  the  house  round  about,  both  of  the 
temple  and  of  the  oracle:  and  he  made  *cham-  Heb.ws*. 
bers  round  about:  Hhe  nethermost  chamber  teas  fiwo, 
cubits  broad,  and  the  middle  luas  six  cubits  broad, 
and  the  third  ivas  seven  cubits  broad:  for  without 
in  the  wall  of  the  house  he  made  *  narrowed  ^ot'rltcZments! 
rests  round  about,  that  the  beams  should  not  be  fast- 
ened in  the  walls  of  the  house.  ^And  the  house,  when 
it  was  in  building,  was  built  of  stone  made  ready 
before  it  was  brought  thither :  so  that  there  was  nei- 
ther hammer  nor  ax  nor  any  tool  of  iron  heard  in  the 
house,  while  it  was  in  building.  ^The  door  for  the 
middle  chamber  was  in  the  right  *  side  of  the  Heb.  shouuer. 
house :  and  they  went  up  with  winding  stairs  into  the 
middle  chamber^  and  out  of  the  middle  into  the  third. 
^  So  he  built  the  house,  and  finished  it ;  and  covered  the 
house  *with  beams,  and  boards  of  cedar.  ?/;i'TCi'STX^ 
'°And  then  he  built  chambers  against  all  the  house, 
five  cubits  high :  and  they  rested  on  the  house  with 
timber  of  cedar. 

G.3. 
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"And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Solomon, 
saying,  ^^  Concerning  this  house  Avhich  thou  art  in 
building,  if  thou  wilt  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  execute 
my  judgments,  and  keep  all  my  commandments  to 
walk  in  them;  then  will  I  perform  my  word  with 
thee,  which  I  spake  unto  David  thy  father:  '^and  I 
will  dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  will  not 
forsake  my  people  Israel. 

^^  So  Solomon  built  the  house,  and  finished  it. 

'^And  he  built  the  walls  of  the  house  within  with 
boards  of  cedar,  *both  the  floor  ^  of  the  2:u£'Z^ZliZ 
house,  and  the  walls  of  the  ceiling:  and  he  covered 
them  on  the  inside  with  wood,  and  covered  the  floor 
of  the  house  with  planks  of  fir.  '^And  he  built  twenty 
cubits  on  the  sides  of  the  house,  both  the  floor  and 
the  walls  with  boards  of  cedar :  he  even  built  them  for 
it  within,  even  for  the  oracle,  even  for  the  most  holy 
jjlace.  '^And  the  house,  that  is^  the  temple  before  it, 
was  forty  cubits  long.  '^And  the  cedar  of  the  house 
within  'was  carved  with  *knops  and  *open  ^pl.ZZ'^ofjimofrl'. 
flowers:  all  ivas  cedar;  there  was  no  stone  seen. 
'^And  the  oracle  he  prepared  in  the  house  within,  to 
set  there  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord.  '°And 
the  oracle  in  the  forepart  ivas  twenty  cubits  in  length, 
and  twenty  cubits  in  breadth,  and  twenty  cubits  in 
the  height  thereof:  and  he  overlaid  it^vith  *pure  ^^'^''^ 
gold;  and  so  covered  the  altar  ivhich  ivas  of  cedar. 
^'So  Solomon  overlaid  the  house  within  with  pure 
gold :  and  he  made  a  partition  by  the  chains  of  gold 
before  the  oracle ;  and  he  overlaid  it  with  gold.  "And 
the  whole  house  he  overlaid  with  gold,  until  he  had 
finished  all  the  house:  also  the  whole  altar  that  ivas 
by  the  oracle  he  overlaid  with  gold. 

'^And  within  the  oracle  he  made  two  cherubims 
o/*  olive  tree,  each  ten  cubits  high.     '"^And  ^'i^^l'of^t' 
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five  cubits  teas  the  one  wing  of  the  cherub,  and  five 
cubits  the  other  wing  of  the  cherub :  from  the  utter- 
most part  of  the  one  wing  unto  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  other  were  ten  cubits.  '^  And  the  other  cherub 
teas  ten  cubits  :  both  the  cherubims  icere  of  one 
measure  and  one  size.  ^^  The  height  of  the  one  cherub 
ii:as  ten  cubits,  and  so  was  it  of  the  other  cherub. 
''^And  he  set  the  cherubims  within  the  inner  house: 
and  *they  stretched  forth  the  wings  oi^^'^^^l^^t:,^'^ 
the  cherubims,  so  that  the  wing  of  the  one  touched 
the  one  wall,  and  the  wing  of  the  other  cherub  touched 
the  other  wall :  and  their  wings  touched  one  another 
in  the  midst  of  the  house.  ^^And  he  overlaid  the 
cherubims  with  gold. 

'^And  he  carved  all  the  walls  of  the  house  round 
about  with  carved  figures  of  cherubims  and  jDalm 
trees  and  *open  flowers,  within  and  without,  ^ff/o^et?' 
^°And  the  floor  of  the  house  he  overlaid  with  gold, 
within  and  without. 

^' And  for  the  entering  of  the  oracle  he  made  doors 
of  olive  tree:  the  lintel  and  side  posts  ivere  *a  ^,l£e' 
fifth  part  of  the  icall,  ''The  *two  doors  also  ^I'J'Z^/ 
icere  of  olive  tree ;  and  he  carved  upon  them  carvings 
of  cherubims  and  palm  trees  and  *open  flowers,  ^o//S"5* 
and  overlaid  them  with  gold,  and  spread  gold  upon  the 
cherubims  and  upon  the  palm  trees.  '^  So  also  made 
he  for  the  door  of  the  temple,  posts  of  olive  tree, 
*a  fourth  part  of  the  wall  ''And  the  two  doors  ^/^^J:" 
icere  of  fir  tree :  the  two  leaves  of  the  one  door  icere 
folding,  and  the  two  leaves  of  the  other  door  ivere 
folding.  '^  And  he  carved  thereon  cherubims  and  palm 
trees  and  open  flowers;  and  covered  them  with  gold 
fitted  upon  the  carved  work.  '^  And  he  built  the  inner 
court  with  three  rows  of  hewed  stone,  and  a  row  of 
cedar  beams.  .  -- 
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^^  In  the  fourth  year  was  the  foundation  of  the  house 
of  the  LoKD  laid,  in  the  month  Zif:  ^^and  in  the 
eleventh  year,  in  the  month  Bui,  which  is  the  eighth 
month,  was  the  house  finished  *  through-  2:;«::2 1 ''.V^'Lw 
out  all  the  parts  thereof,  and  according  SJ2eo/! '"'" ""''""""' 
to  all  the  fashion  of  it.  So  was  he  seven  years  in 
building  it. 

VII.  But  Solomon  was  building  his  own  house 
thirteen  years,  and  he  finished  all  his  house. 

""  He  built  also  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon ; 
the  length  thereof  was  an  hundred  cubits,  and  the 
breadth  thereof  fifty  cubits,  and  the  height  thereof 
thirty  cubits,  upon  four  rows  of  cedar  pillars,  with  cedar 
beams  upon  the  pillars.  ^And  it  was  covered  with 
cedar  above  upon  the  *  beams,  that  lay  on  forty  Heb.r-iss. 
five  pillars,  fifteen  in  sl  row.  "^  And  there  were  windows 
in  three  rows,  and  *  light  ivas  against  light  ^^'- ^¥1^3-^^^' 
in  three  ranks.  'And  all  the  *  doors  ^'' ^::^;f;;!o^::r" 
and  posts  were  square,  with  the  windows :  and  light 
was  against  light  i?i  three  ranks.  ^And  he  made  a 
porch  of  pillars;  the  length  thereof  was  fifty  cubits, 
and  the  breadth  thereof  thirty  cubits :  and  the  porch 
was  *  before  them:  and  the  other  pillars  and  ^""VoSTi""^ 
the  thick  beam  we7^e  before  them.  ^Then  he  made 
a  porch  for  the  throne  where  he  might  judge,  even  the 
porch  of  judgment:  and  it  was  covered  with  cedar 
*from  one  side  of  the  floor  to  the  other.  ^'VjiZ-^""' 
^And  his  house  where  he  dwelt  had  another  court 
within  the  porch,  which  was  of  the  like  work. 

Solomon  made  also  an  house  for  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
whom  he  had  taken  to  loife^  like  unto  this  porch. 

^All  these  were  of  costly  stones,  according  to  the 
measures  of  hewed  stones,  sawed  with  saws,  within 
and  without,  even  from  the  foundation  unto  the 
coping,  and  so  on  the  outside  toward  the  great  court. 


1    KINGS,    yil.  21 

'°And  the  foundation  was  of  costly  stones,  even  great 
stones,  stones  of  ten  cubits,  and  stones  of  eight  cubits. 
"And  above  were  costly  stones,  after  the  measures 
of  hewed  stones,  and  cedars.  ''And  the  great  court 
round  about  was  with  three  rows  of  hewed  stones, 
and  a  row  of  cedar  beams,  both  for  the  inner  court  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  porch  of  the  house. 

'^  And  king  Solomon  sent  and  fetched  *  Hiram  2%^.Iai. 
out  of  Tyre.  ''He  was  *a  widow's  son  of  the  S/,':rif 
tribe  of  Xaphtali,  and  his  father  icas  a  man  of  Tyre,  a 
worker  in  brass :  and  he  was  filled  with  T\dsdom,  and 
understanding,  and  cunning  to  work  all  works  in  brass. 

And  he  came  to  king  Solomon,  and  wrought  all  his 
work.  ''For  he  *cast  two  pillars  of  brass,  ^eh.fasuoned. 
of  eighteen  cubits  high  a  piece :  and  a  line  of  twelve 
cubits  did  compass  either  of  them  about.  '^And  he 
made  two  chapiters  of  molten  brass,  to  set  upon  the 
tops  of  the  pillars :  the  height  of  the  one  chapiter  ivas 
five  cubits,  and  the  height  of  the  other  chapiter  was 
five  cubits:  ''and  nets  of  checker  work,  and  wreaths 
of  chain  work,  for  the  chapiters  which  were  upon  the 
top  of  the  pillars  ;  seven  for  the  one  chapiter,  and 
seven  for  the  other  chapiter.  '^And  he  made  the 
pillars,  and  two  rows  round  about  upon  the  one 
network,  to  cover  the  chapiters  that  icere  upon  the 
top,  with  pomegranates :  and  so  did  he  for  the  other 
chapiter.  '^And  the  chapiters  that  2cere  upon  the  top 
of  the  pillars  ivere  of  lily  work  in  the  porch,  four 
cubits.  '°And  the  chapiters  upon  the  two  pillars  had 
jwmegranates  also  above,  over  against  the  belly  which 
was  by  the  network :  and  the  pomegranates  icere  two 
hundred  in  rows  round  about  upon  the  other  chapiter. 

"And  he  set  up  the  pillars  in  the  porch  of  the 
temple :  and  he  set  up  the  right  pillar,  and  called  the 
name  thereof  *  Jachin :  and  he  set  up  the  left  '^^Vtdbm!^"" 
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pillar,  and  called  the  name  thereof  *Boaz.  '^t^tllnglh* 
"  And  upon  the  top  of  the  pillars  ivas  lily  work :  so 
was  the  work  of  the  pillars  finished. 

''^  And  he  made  a  molten  sea,  ten  cubits  *  from  neb.  from 
the  one  brim  to  the  other :  it  teas  round  all  his  brim. ' 
about,  and  his  height  luas  five  cubits:  and  a  line  of 
thirty  cubits  did  compass  it  round  about.  '^And 
under  the  brim  of  it  round  about  there  loere  knops 
compassing  it,  ten  in  a  cubit,  compassing  the  sea 
round  about :  the  knops  icere  cast  in  two  rows,  when 
it  was  cast.  '''It  stood  upon  twelve  oxen,  three  look- 
ing toward  the  north,  and  three  looking  toward  the 
west,  and  three  looking  toward  the  south,  and  three 
looking  toward  the  east:  and  the  sea  luas  set  above 
upon  them,  and  all  their  hinder  parts  were  inward. 
'^And  it  teas  an  hand  breadth  thick,  and  the  brim 
thereof  was  wrought  like  the  brim  of  a  cup,  with 
flowers  of  lilies :  it  contained  two  thousand  baths. 

'^  And  he  made  ten  bases  of  brass ;  four  cubits  was 
the  length  of  one  base,  and  four  cubits  the  breadth 
thereof,  and  three  cubits  the  height  of  it.  ^^And  the 
work  of  the  bases  icas  on  this  manner:  they  had 
borders,  and  the  borders  iijere  between  the  ledges: 
^^and  on  the  borders  that  ivere  between  the  ledges 
were  lions,  oxen,  and  cherubims :  and  upon  the  ledges 
there  was  a  base  above :  and  beneath  the  lions  and 
oxen  luere  certain  additions  made  of  thin  work.  ^°  And 
every  base  had  four  brasen  wheels,  and  plates  of  brass : 
and  the  four  corners  thereof  had  undersetters :  under 
the  laver  were  undersetters  molten,  at  the  side  of  every 
addition.  ^'And  the  mouth  of  it  within  the  chapiter 
and  above  was  a  cubit:  but  the  mouth  thereof  was 
round  after  the  work  of  the  base,  a  cubit  and  an  half: 
and  also  upon  the  mouth  of  it  icere  gravings  with 
their  borders,  foursquare,  not  round.    ^'  And  under  the 
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borders  icere  four  wheels;  and  tlie  axletrees  of  the 
wheels  were  *  joined  to  the  base :  and  the  height  ^^fbJl 
of  a  wheel  was  a  cubit  and  half  a  cubit.  ^^And  the 
work  of  the  wheels  teas  like  the  work  of  a  chariot 
wheel :  their  axletrees,  and  their  naves,  and  their 
felloes,  and  their  spokes,  were  all  molten.  ^*And  there 
icere  four  undersetters  to  the  four  corners  of  one  base : 
and  the  undersetters  icere  of  the  very  base  itself 
^^  And  in  the  top  of  the  base  was  there  a  round  compass 
of  half  a  cubit  high :  and  on  the  top  of  the  base  the 
ledges  thereof  and  the  borders  thereof  loere  of  the 
same.  ^^For  on  the  plates  of  the  ledges  thereof,  and 
on  the  borders  thereof,  he  graved  cherubims,  lions, 
and  palm  trees,  according  to  the  *  proportion  ^^^less!"'^' 
of  every  one,  and  additions  round  about.  "After  this 
manner  he  made  the  ten  bases :  all  of  them  had  one 
casting,  one  measure,  and  one  size. 

^^Then  made  he  ten  lavers  of  brass  :  one  laver 
contained  forty  baths :  and  every  laver  was  four 
cubits:  and  upon  every  one  of  the  ten  bases  one 
laver.  ^^And  he  put  five  bases  on  the  right  *  side 
of  the  house,  and  five  on  the  left  side  of  the  Heb.  siouider. 
house:  and  he  set  the  sea  on  the  right  side  of  the 
house  eastward  over  against  the  south. 

"^^And  *  Hiram  made  the  lavers,  and  the  ^eh.mrom. 
shovels,  and  the  basons. 

So  Hiram  made  an  end  of  doing  all  the  work  that  he 
made  king  Solomon  for  the  house  of  the  Lord:  '^'the 
two  pillars,  and  the  two  bowls  of  the  chapiters  that 
were  on  the  top  of  the  two  pillars ;  and  the  two  net- 
works, to  cover  the  two  bowls  of  the  chapiters  which 
icere  upon  the  top  of  the  pillars ;  ''  and  four  hundred 
pomegranates  for  the  two  networks,  even  two  rows 
of  pomegranates  for  one  network,  to  cover  the  two 
bowls  of  the  chapiters  that  icere  *upon  the  ^%S;S:t' 
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pillars ;  ^^  and  the  ten  bases  and  ten  lavers  on  the  bases ; 
'^'^and  one  sea,  and  twelve  oxen  under  the  sea;  ^^and 
the  pots,  and  the  shovels,  and  the  basons :  and  all  these 
vessels,  which  Hiram  made  to  king  Solomon  for  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  were  of  *  bright  brass.  ^^);,^:folrIt*' 
^^In  the  plain  of  Jordan  did  the  king  cast  them,  *in  the 
clay  ground  between  Succoth  and  Zarthan.  fei'onhegrmmd. 
^^  And  Solomon  left  all  the  vessels  imweighed^  *  because 
they  were  exceeding  many :  neither  was  ^^^ngZuuuudZ^'^' 
the  weight  of  the  brass  *  found  out.  Heb.  searched. 

"^^And  Solomon  made  all  the  vessels  that  pertained 
unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  the  altar  of  gold,  and  the 
table  of  gold,  whereupon  the  shewbread  7/jas^  ^^and  the 
candlesticks  of  pure  gold,  five  on  the  right  side^  and 
five  on  the  left,  before  the  oracle,  with  the  flowers, 
and  the  lamps,  and  the  tongs  of  gold,  ^''and  the  bowls, 
and  the  snufl'ers,  and  the  basons,  and  the  spoons,  and 
the  *  censers  of  pure  gold;  and  the  hinges  of  Beh.  ash  pans. 
gold,  both  for  the  doors  of  the  inner  house,  the  most 
holy  place^  and  for  the  doors  of  the  house,  to  wit^  of 
the  temple. 

^'  So  was  ended  all  the  work  that  king  Solomon  made 
for  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Solomon  brought  in 
the  *  things  which  David  his  father  had  de-  ^'),/ilfJf 
dicated ;  eve7i  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  vessels, 
did  he  put  among  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord. 

YIIL  Then  Solomon  assembled  the  elders  of  Israel, 
and  all  the  heads  of  the  tribes,  the  *  chief  of  Beh.pri7ices. 
the  fathers  of  the  children  of  Israel,  unto  king  Solomon 
in  Jerusalem,  that  they  might  bring  up  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  the  city  of  David, 
which  is  Zion. 

''And  all  the  men  of  Israel  assembled  themselves 
unto  king  Solomon  at  the  feast  in  the  month  Ethanim, 
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which  is  the  seventh  month.  ^  And  all  the  elders  of 
Israel  came,  and  the  priests  took  up  the  ark.  "^And 
they  brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  congregation,  and  all  the  holy  vessels  that 
icere  in  the  tabernacle,  even  those  did  the  priests  and 
the  Levites  bring  up.  ^And  king  Solomon,  and  all 
the  congregation  of  Israel,  that  were  assembled  unto 
him,  were  with  him  before  the  ark,  sacrificing  sheep 
and  oxen,  that  could  not  be  told  nor  numbered  for 
multitude.  ^And  the  priests  brought  in  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  unto  his  place,  into  the 
oracle  of  the  house,  to  the  most  holy  place^  even  under 
the  wings  of  the  cherubims.  Tor  the  cherubims 
spread  forth  their  two  wings  over  the  place  of  the  ark, 
and  the  cherubims  covered  the  ark  and  the  staves 
thereof  above.  ^  And  they  drew  out  the  staves,  that 
the  *ends  of  the  staves  were  seen  out  in  the  Ts.eh.  heads. 
*holy  place  before  the  oracle,  and  they  were  not  ov,ark. 
seen  mthout  :  and  there  they  are  unto  this  day. 
^  There  ivas  nothing  in  the  ark  save  the  two  tables  of 
stone,  which  Moses  put  there  at  Horeb,  *when  OT,wJiere. 
the  Lord  made  a  covenant  with  the  children  of  Israel, 
when  they  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

'°And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  priests  were  come 
out  of  the  holy  ^^/ac^,  that  the  cloud  filled  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  "so  that  the  priests  could  not  stand  to 
minister  because  of  the  cloud :  for  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  had  filled  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

'"Then  spake  Solomon,  The  Lord  said  that  he  would 
dwell  in  the  thick  darkness.  '^I  have  surely  built  thee 
an  house  to  dwell  in,  a  settled  place  for  thee  to  abide 
in  for  ever. 

''^And  the  king  turned  his  face  about,  and  blessed 
all  the  congregation  of  Israel :  (and  all  the  congregation 
of  Israel  stood;)  '^and  he  said,  Blessed  he  the  Lord 
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God  of  Israel,  which  spake  with  his  mouth  unto  David 
my  father,  and  hath  with  his  hand  fulfilled  zV,  saying, 
'^  Since  the  day  that  I  brought  forth  my  people  Israel 
out  of  Egypt,  I  chose  no  city  out  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel  to  build  an  house,  that  my  name  might  be 
therein;  but  I  chose  David  to  be  over  my  people 
Israel.  '^And  it  was  in  the  heart  of  David  my  father, 
to  build  an  house  for  the  name  of  the  Lokd  God  of 
Israel.  '^And  the  Lord  said  unto  David  my  father, 
Whereas  it  was  in  thine  heart  to  build  an  house  unto 
my  name,  thou  didst  well  that  it  was  in  thine  heart. 
'^  Nevertheless  thou  shalt  not  build  the  house ;  but  thy 
son  that  shall  come  forth  out  of  thy  loins,  he  shall 
build  the  house  unto  my  name.  ^°And  the  Lord  hath 
performed  his  word  that  he  spake,  and  I  am  risen  up 
in  the  room  of  David  my  father,  and  sit  on  the  throne 
of  Israel,  as  the  Lord  promised,  and  have  built  an 
house  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  "'And 
I  have  set  there  a  place  for  the  ark,  wherein  is  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord,  which  he  made  with  our  fathers, 
when  he  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

"  And  Solomon  stood  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
in  the  presence  of  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  and 
spread  forth  his  hands  toward  heaven :  ''^and  he  said, 

Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God  like  thee,  in 
heaven  above,  or  on  earth  beneath,  who  keepest  cove- 
nant and  mercy  with  thy  servants  that  walk  before 
thee  with  all  their  heart:  'Svho  hast  kept  with  thy 
servant  David  my  father  that  thou  promisedst  him: 
thou  spakest  also  with  thy  mouth,  and  hast  fulfilled  it 
with  thine  hand,  as  it  is  this  day.  '^Therefore  now, 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  keep  with  thy  servant  David  my 
father  that  thou  promisedst  him,  saying,  *  There  shall 
not  fail  thee  a  man  in  my  sight  to  sit  ^±^r::!:^:l!::;':!^. 
on  the  throne  of  Israel ;  *  so  that  thy  children  Heb.  oniy  if. 
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take  lieed  to  their  way,  that  they  walk  before  me  as 
thou  hast  walked  before  me.  ^^And  now,  0  God  of 
Israel,  let  thy  word,  I  pray  thee,  be  verified,  which 
thou  spakest  unto  thy  servant  David  my  father. 

'^But  will  God  indeed  dwell  on  the  earth?  behold, 
the  heaven  and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain 
thee ;  how  much  less  this  house  that  I  have  builded  ? 
'^Yet  have  thou  respect  unto  the  prayer  of  thy  ser- 
vant, and  to  his  supplication,  0  Lord  my  God,  to 
hearken  unto  the  cry  and  to  the  prayer,  which  thy 
servant  prayeth  before  thee  to  day:  ^^that  thine  eyes 
may  be  open  toward  this  house  night  and  day,  even 
toward  the  place  of  which  thou  hast  said.  My  name 
shall  be  there:  that  thou  mayest  hearken  unto  the 
prayer  which  thy  servant  shall  make  *  toward  ^^ucf.'' 
this  place.  ^°And  hearken  thou  to  the  supplication 
of  thy  servant,  and  of  thy  people  Israel,  when  they 
shall  pray  *  toward  this  place:  and  hear  thou  ^''j,^'^^'' 
in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place :  and  when  thou  hearest, 
forgive. 

^'If  any  man  trespass  against  his  neighbour,  and 
*an  oath  be  laid  upon  him  to  cause  him  to  ^afoat/o/hbn. 
swear,  and  the  oath  come  before  thine  altar  in  this 
house :  ^'  then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and  do,  and  judge 
thy  servants,  condemning  the  wicked,  to  bring  his 
way  upon  his  head;  and  justifying  the  righteous,  to 
give  him  according  to  his  righteousness. 

^^When  thy  people  Israel  be  smitten  down  before 
the  enemy,  because  they  have  sinned  against  thee, 
and  shall  turn  again  to  thee,  and  confess  ihj  name, 
and  pray,  and  make  supplication  unto  thee  *in  ov,  toward. 
this  house:  'Hhen  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and  forgive 
the  sin  of  thy  people  Israel,  and  bring  them  again 
unto  the  land  which  thou  gavest  unto  their  fathers. 

^'When  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  rain, 
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because  they  have  sinned  against  thee;  if  they  pray 
toward  this  place,  and  confess  thy  name,  and  turn 
from  their  sin,  when  thou  afflictest  them :  ^Hhen  hear 
thou  in  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy  servants, 
and  of  thy  people  Israel,  that  thou  teach  them  the 
good  way  wherein  they  should  walk,  and  give  rain 
upon  thy  land,  which  thou  hast  given  to  thy  people 
for  an  inheritance. 

^^If  there  be  in  the  land  famine,  if  there  be  pesti- 
lence, blasting,  mildew,  locust,  6>r  if  there  be  cater- 
piller  ;  if  their  enemy  besiege  them  in  the  land  of 
their  *  cities;  whatsoever  plague,  whatsoever  or,  jurisdiction. 
sickness  tJwe  be ;  ^^  what  prayer  and  supplication 
soever  be  made  by  any  man,  o?^  by  all  thy  people 
Israel,  which  shall  know  every  man  the  plague  of 
his  own  heart,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  toAvard  this 
house :  "^  then  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place, 
and  forgive,  and  do,  and  give  to  every  man  according 
to  his  ways,  whose  heart  thou  knowest ;  (for  thou, 
eveii  thou  only,  knowest  the  hearts  of  all  the  children 
of  men;)  "^"that  they  may  fear  thee  all  the  days 
that  they  live  in  the  land  which  thou  gavest  unto 
our  fathers. 

^'  Moreover  concerning  a  stranger,  that  is  not  of  thy 
people  Israel,  but  cometh  out  of  a  far  country  for 
thy  name's  sake;  ^'(for  they  shall  hear  of  thy  great 
name,  and  of  thy  strong  hand,  and  of  thy  stretched 
out  arm;)  when  he  shall  come  and  pray  toward  this 
house ;  ^^  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and 
do  according  to  all  that  the  stranger  calleth  to  thee 
for :  that  all  people  of  the  earth  may  know  thy  name, 
to  fear  thee,  as  do  thy  people  Israel;  and  that  they 
may  know  that  *this  house,  which  I  have  ^' Vo«  S'JL""''' 
builded,  is  called  by  thy  name. 

"^^  If  thy  people  go  out  to  battle  against  their  enemy, 
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whithersoever  thou  shalt  send  them,  and  shall  pray 
unto  the  Lord  *  toward  the  city  which  thou  ^o/thellS!' 
hast  chosen,  and  toward  the  house  that  I  have  built 
for  thy  name:  "^^then  hear  thou  in  heaven  their  prayer 
and  their  supplication,  and  maintain  their  *  cause.  ov,rigM. 
^^If  they  sin  against  thee,  (for  there  is  no  man  that 
sinneth  not,)  and  thou  be  angry  ^vith  them,  and  de- 
liver them  to  the  enemy,  so  that  they  carry  them 
away  captives  unto  the  land  of  the  enemy,  far  or 
near;  ''yet  if  they  shall  *  bethink  themselves  ^o'L.vwl!* 
in  the  land  whither  they  were  carried  captives,  and 
repent,  and  make  supplication  unto  thee  in  the  land 
of  them  that  carried  them  captives,  saying.  We  have 
sinned,  and  have  done  perversely,  we  have  committed 
wickedness ;  '^  and  so  return  unto  thee  with  all  their 
heart,  and  with  all  their  soul,  in  the  land  of  their 
enemies,  which  led  them  away  captive,  and  pray  unto 
thee  toward  their  land,  which  thou  gavest  unto  their 
fathers,  the  city  which  thou  hast  chosen,  and  the 
house  which  I  have  built  for  thy  name:  "^^then  hear 
thou  their  prayer  and  their  supplication  in  heaven 
thy  dwelling  place,  and  maintain  their  *  cause,  or, rigu. 
^'and  forgive  thy  people  that  have  sinned  against  thee, 
and  all  their  transgressions  wherein  they  have  trans- 
gressed against  thee,  and  give  them  compassion  before 
them  who  carried  them  captive,  that  they  may  have 
compassion  on  them:  ^'for  they  he  thy  people,  and 
thine  inheritance,  which  thou  broughtest  forth  out 
of  Egypt,  from  the  midst  of  the  furnace  of  iron: 
^'that  thine  eyes  may  be  open  unto  the  supplication 
of  thy  servant,  and  unto  the  supplication  of  thy  people 
Israel,  to  hearken  unto  them  in  all  that  they  call  for 
unto  thee.  "  For  thou  didst  separate  them  from  among 
all  the  people  of  the  earth,  to  he  thine  inheritance,  as 
thou  spakest  by  the  hand  of  J\Ioses  thy  servant,  when 
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thou  broughtest  our  fathers  out  of  Egypt,  0  Lord 
God. 

^'^And  it  was  so^  that  when  Solomon  had  made  an 
end  of  praymg  all  this  prayer  and  supplication  unto 
the  LoED,  he  arose  from  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
from  kneeling  on  his  knees  with  his  hands  spread  up 
to  heaven.  "And  he  stood,  and  blessed  all  the  con- 
gregation of  Israel  with  a  loud  voice,  saying,  ^^  Blessed 
be  the  Lord,  that  hath  given  rest  unto  his  people 
Israel,  according  to  all  that  he  promised :  there  hath 
not  *  failed  one  word  of  all  his  good  promise,  's.eh.faiien. 
which  he  promised  by  the  hand  of  Moses  his  servant. 
"The  Lord  our  God  be  with  us,  as  he  was  with  our 
fathers:  let  him  not  leave  us,  nor  forsake  us:  'Hhat 
he  may  incline  our  hearts  unto  him,  to  walk  in  all  his 
ways,  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  and  his  statutes, 
and  his  judgments  which  he  commanded  our  fathers. 
"And  let  these  my  words,  wherewith  I  have  made 
supplication  before  the  Lord,  be  nigh  unto  the  Lord 
our  God  day  and  night,  that  he  maintain  the  cause 
of  his  servant,  and  the  cause  of  his  people  Israel 
*at  all  times,  as  the  matter  shall  require:  ^tyt'htlf 
^°that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  may  know  that  the 
Lord  is  God,  and  that  there  is  none  else.  ^'  Let  your 
heart  therefore  be  perfect  with  the  Lord  our  God,  to 
walk  in  his  statutes,  and  to  keep  his  commandments, 
as  at  this  day. 

^''And  the  king,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  offered 
sacrifice  before  the  Lord.  '^^And  Solomon  offered  a 
sacrifice  of  peace  offerings,  which  he  offered  unto  the 
Lord,  two  and  twenty  thousand  oxen,  and  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  sheep.  So  the  king  and  all 
the  children  of  Israel  dedicated  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
^^  The  same  day  did  the  king  hallow  the  middle  of  the 
court  that  ivas  before  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  for  there 
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he  offered  burnt  offerings,  and  meat  offerings,  and  the 
fat  of  the  peace  offerings;  because  the  brasen  altar 
that  teas  before  the  Lord  was  too  little  to  receive  the 
burnt  offerings,  and  meat  offerings,  and  the  fat  of  the 
peace  offerings. 

^"And  at  that  time  Solomon  held  a  feast,  and  all 
Israel  with  him,  a  great  congregation,  from  the  enter- 
ing in  of  Hamath  unto  the  river  of  Egypt,  before  the 
Lord  our  God,  seven  days  and  seven  days,  even  four- 
teen days.  ^'^  On  the  eighth  day  he  sent  the  people 
away:  and  they  *  blessed  the  king,  and  went  or,  thanked. 
unto  their  tents  joyful  and  glad  of  heart  for  all  the 
goodness  that  the  Lord  had  done  for  David  his  ser- 
vant, and  for  Israel  his  people. 

IX.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Solomon  had  finished 
the  building  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king's 
house,  and  all  Solomon's  desire  which  he  was  pleased 
to  do,  ''that  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  the  second 
time,  as  he  had  appeared  unto  him  at  Gibeon. 

^And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  I  have  heard  thy 
prayer  and  thy  supplication,  that  thou  hast  made  be- 
fore me :  I  have  hallowed  this  house  which  thou  hast 
built,  to  put  my  name  there  for  ever ;  and  mine  eyes 
and  mine  heart  shall  be  there  perpetually.  '^And  if 
thou  wilt  walk  before  me,  as  David  thy  father  walked, 
in  integrity  of  heart,  and  in  uprightness,  to  do  accord- 
ing to  all  that  I  have  commanded  thee,  and  wilt  keep 
my  statutes  and  my  judgments:  Hhen  I  will  establish 
the  throne  of  thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  for  ever,  as  I 
j)romised  to  David  thy  father,  saying.  There  shall  not 
fail  thee  a  man  upon  the  throne  of  Israel.  ^ But  if  ye 
shall  at  all  turn  from  follomng  me,  ye  or  your  chil- 
dren, and  will  not  keep  my  commandments  and  my 
statutes  which  I  have  set  before  you,  but  go  and  serve 
other  gods,  and  worship  them:    ^then  will  I  cut  off 
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Israel  out  of  the  land  which  I  have  given  them ;  and 
this  house  which  I  have  hallowed  for  my  name,  will  I 
cast  out  of  my  sight;  and  Israel  shall  be  a  proverb 
and  a  byword  among  all  people:  ^and  at  this  house, 
which  is  high,  every  one  that  passeth  by  it  shall  be 
astonished,  and  shall  hiss;  and  they  shall  say.  Why 
hath  the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land,  and  to  this 
house?  ^and  they  shall  answer.  Because  they  forsook 
the  Lord  their  God,  who  brought  forth  their  fathers 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  have  taken  hold  upon 
other  gods,  and  have  worshipped  them,  and  served 
them:  therefore  hath  the  Lord  brought  upon  them 
all  this  evil. 

'°And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  twenty  years, 
when  Solomon  had  built  the  two  houses,  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  king's  house,  ''(now  Hiram  the  king 
of  Tyre  had  furnished  Solomon  with  cedar  trees  and 
fir  trees,  and  with  gold,  according  to  all  his  desire,) 
that  then  king  Solomon  gave  Hiram  twenty  cities  in 
the  land  of  Galilee.  '''And  Hiram  came  out  from  Tyre 
to  see  the  cities  which  Solomon  had  given  him;  and 
they  *pleased  him  not.  ''And  he  said.  What  w,t»X%;S! 
cities  are  these  which  thou  hast  given  me,  my  brother? 
And  he  called  them  the  land  of  *Cabul  unto  ^tt'oVfl^r' 
this  day.  ''^And  Hiram  sent  to  the  king  sixscore 
talents  of  gold. 

'^And  this  is  the  reason  of  the  levy  which  king 
Solomon  raised;  for  to  build  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  his  own  house,  and  Millo,  and  the  wall  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  Hazor,  and  Megiddo,  and  Gezer.  '^For 
Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt  had  gone  up,  and  taken  Gezer, 
and  burnt  it  with  fire,  and  slain  the  Canaanites  that 
dwelt  in  the  city,  and  given  it  for  a  present  unto  his 
daughter,  Solomon's  wife.  '^And  Solomon  built  Gezer, 
and  Beth-horon  the  nether,  '^and  Baalath,  and  Tadmor 
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in  the  wilderness,  in  the  land,  '^  and  all  the  cities  of 
store  that  Solomon  had,  and  cities  for  his  chariots,  and 
cities  for  his  horsemen,  and  *that  which  ^^^^^''^n'rlHi^^S:!^: 
Solomon  desired  to  build  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  Leba- 
non, and  in  all  the  land  of  his  dominion. 

^"^  And  all  the  people  tliat  icere  left  of  the  Amorites, 
Hittites,  Perizzites,  Hivites,  and  Jebusites,  which  were 
not  of  the  children  of  Israel,  "  their  children,  that 
were  left  after  them  in  the  land,  whom  the  children 
of  Israel  also  were  not  able  utterly  to  destroy,  upon 
those  did  Solomon  levy  a  tribute  of  bondservice  unto 
this  day.  "  But  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  Solomon 
make  no  bondmen:  but  they  were  men  of  war,  and 
his  servants,  and  his  princes,  and  his  captains,  and 
rulers  of  his  chariots,  and  his  horsemen. 

^"  These  were  the  chief  of  the  officers  that  were  over 
Solomon's  work,  five  hundred  and  fifty,  which  bare 
rule  over  the  people  that  wrought  in  the  work. 

^^  But  Pharaoh's  daughter  came  up  out  of  the  city 
of  David  unto  her  house  which  Solomon  had  built  for 
her :  then  did  he  build  Millo. 

^^  And  three  times  in  a  year  did  Solomon  offer  burnt 
offerings  and  peace  offerings  upon  the  altar  which  he 
built  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  burnt  incense  *upon  the 
altar  that  teas  before  the  Lord.  So  he  finished  h^'^.^;'^°« 
the  house. 

^^  And  king  Solomon  made  a  navy  of  ships  in  Ezion- 
geber,  which  is  beside  Eloth,  on  the  *  shore  of  Heb.  z?>. 
the  Red  sea,  in  the  land  of  Edom.  '^  And  Hiram  sent 
in  the  navy  his  servants,  shipmen  that  had  knowledge 
of  the  sea,  with  the  servants  of  Solomon.  ^^  And  they 
came  to  Ophir,  and  fetched  from  thence  gold,  four 
hundred  and  twenty  talents,  and  brought  it  to  king 
Solomon. 

X.    And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the 
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fame  of  Solomon  concerning  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
she  came  to  prove  him  with  hard  questions.  ^  And  she 
came  to  Jerusalem  with  a  very  great  train,  with  camels 
that  bare  spices,  and  very  much  gold,  and  precious 
stones :  and  when  she  was  come  to  Solomon,  she  com- 
muned with  him  of  all  that  was  in  her  heart.  ^And 
Solomon  told  her  all  her  *  questions:  there  B:eh.  words. 
was  not  any  thing  hid  from  the  king,  which  he  told 
her  not.  "^  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  seen  all 
Solomon's  wisdom,  and  the  house  that  he  had  built, 
^  and  the  meat  of  his  table,  and  the  sitting  of  his  ser- 
vants, and  the  *  attendance  of  his  ministers,  B.eh.  standing. 
and  their  apparel,  and  his  *  cupbearers,  and  his  ov.butiers. 
ascent  by  which  he  went  up  unto  the  house  of  the 
Lord;  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her.  ^And  she  said 
to  the  king.  It  was  a  true  *  report  that  I  heard  B:eh.  word. 
in  mine  own  land  of  thy  *acts  and  of  thy  wis-  ov.sa^/ings. 
dom.  ^Howbeit  I  believed  not  the  words,  until  I  came, 
and  mine  eyes  had  seen  it :  and,  behold,  the  half  was 
not  told  me:  *thy  wisdom  and  prosperity  S'^jJS,/^;;^ 
exceedeth  the  fame  which  I  heard.  'Happy  ^^S;^"  ''  ''' 
are  thy  men,  happy  a?'e  these  thy  servants,  which 
stand  continually  before  thee,  a?id  that  hear  thy  wis- 
dom. ^Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  delighted 
in  thee,  to  set  thee  on  the  throne  of  Israel:  because 
the  Lord  loved  Israel  for  ever,  therefore  made  he  thee 
king,  to  do  judgment  and  justice. 

'"And  she  gave  the  king  an  hundred  and  twenty 
talents  of  gold,  and  of  spices  very  great  store,  and 
precious  stones :  there  came  no  more  such  abundance 
of  spices  as  these  which  the  queen  of  Sheba  gave  to 
king  Solomon. 

"And  the  navy  also  of  Hiram,  that  brought  gold 
from  Ophir,  brought  in  from  Ophir  great  plenty  of 
*almug  trees,  and  precious  stones.     "And  the  "2S2.T 
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king  made  of  the  almug  trees  *  pillars  for  the  ^^Ca 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  king's  house,  harps  also 
and  psalteries  for  singers :  there  came  no  such  almug 
trees,  nor  were  seen  unto  this  day.  '^And  king 
Solomon  gave  unto  the  queen  of  Sheba  all  her  desire, 
whatsoever  she  asked,  beside  that  which  Solomon 
gave  her  *of  his  royal  bounty.  So  she  So^SflJJzt^t! 
turned  and  went  to  her  own  country,  she  and  her 
servants. 

'^  Xow  the  weight  of  gold  that  came  to  Solomon  in 
one  year  was  six  hundred  threescore  and  six  talents 
of  gold,  ''"  beside  that  he  had  of  the  merchantmen,  and 
of  the  traffick  of  the  spice  merchants,  and  of  all  the 
kings  of  Arabia,  and  of  the  *  governors  of  the  or,  captains. 
country. 

'^And  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  targets  of 
beaten  gold :  six  hundred  shekels  of  gold  went  to  one 
target.  '^  And  he  made  three  hundred  shields  q/*  beaten 
gold:  three  pound  of  gold  went  to  one  shield:  and 
the  king  put  them  in  the  house  of  the  forest  of 
Lebanon. 

'^  Moreover  the  king  made  a  great  throne  of  ivory, 
and  overlaid  it  with  the  best  gold.  '^  The  throne 
had  six  steps,  and  the  top  of  the  throne  ivas  round 
*  behind :  and  there  were  *  stays  on  either  /ItoJ '' hII^'IS' 
side  on  the  jDlace  of  the  seat,  and  two  lions  stood  beside 
the  stays.  ^'And  twelve  lions  stood  there  on  the  one 
side  and  on  the  other  upon  the  six  steps:  there  was 
not  *the  like  made  in  any  kingdom.  "And  all  Heb.  so. 
king  Solomon's  drinking  vessels  ivere  of  gold,  and  all 
the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon  ivere 
of  pure  gold;  *none  icere  of  silver:  it  was  ^//z.^iTntw!'' 
nothing  accounted  of  in  the  days  of  Solomon.  "  For 
the  king  had  at  sea  a  navy  of  Tharshish  mth  the 
navy  of  Hiram :  once  in  three  years  came  the  navy  of 
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Tharshish,  bringing  gold,  and  silver,  *  ivory,  ^"'JS.""''' 
and  apes,  and  peacocks. 

'^  So  king  Solomon  exceeded  all  the  kings  of  the 
earth  for  riches  and  for  wisdom.  "'^And  all  the  earth 
*  sought  to  Solomon,  to  hear  his  wisdom,  which  fnffaceff. 
God  had  put  in  his  heart.  ^'  And  they  brought  every 
man  his  present,  vessels  of  silver,  and  vessels  of  gold, 
and  garments,  and  armour,  and  spices,  horses,  and 
mules,  a  rate  year  by  year. 

^^  And  Solomon  gathered  together  chariots  and 
horsemen ;  and  he  had  a  thousand  and  four  hundred 
chariots,  and  twelve  thousand  horsemen,  whom  he 
bestowed  in  the  cities  for  chariots,  and  with  the  king 
at  Jerusalem. 

^^And  the  king  *made  silver  to  he  in  Jeru-  Heb.^at;^. 
salem  as  stones,  and  cedars  made  he  to  be  as  the 
sycomore  trees  that  are  in  the  vale  for  abundance. 
''*And  Solomon  had  horses  brought  out  of  f of, g  forth  ^1/ 
Egypt,  and  linen  yarn :  the  king's  merchants  wt'Swl'v 
received  the  linen  yarn  at  a  price.  ''^And  a  chariot 
came  up  and  went  out  of  Egypt  for  six  hundred 
shekels  of  silver,  and  an  horse  for  an  hundred  and 
fifty:  and  so  for  all  the  kings  of  the  Hittites,  and  for 
the  kings  of  Syria,  did  they  bring  them  out  *by  ^^\a?J!''''' 
their  means. 

XL  But  king  Solomon  loved  many  strange  women, 
*together  with  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  women  or,  beside. 
of  the  Moabites,  Ammonites,  Edomites,  Zidonians,  and 
Hittites;  ""of  the  nations  concerning  whicli  the  Lord 
said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Ye  shall  not  go  in  to 
them,  neither  shall  they  come  in  unto  you :  for  surely 
they  will  turn  away  your  heart  after  their  gods: 
Solomon  clave  unto  these  in  love.  ^  And  he  had  seven 
hundred  wives,  princesses,  and  three  hundred  concu- 
bines :  and  his  wives  turned  away  his  heart.     ''  For  it 
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came  to  pass,  when  Solomon  was  old,  that  his  wives 
turned  away  his  heart  after  other  gods :  and  his  heart 
was  not  perfect  with  the  Lord  his  God,  as  vms  the 
heart  of  David  his  father.  ^For  Solomon  went  after 
Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of  the  Zidonians,  and  after 
*Milcom  the  abomination  of  the  Ammonites.  ^^^fj^°['<^^^ 
^And  Solomon  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
*went  not  fully  after  the  Lord,  as  did  David  ^tt^fUr!"^ 
his  father.  ^Then  did  Solomon  build  an  high  place 
for  Chemosh,  the  abomination  of  ]\Ioab,  in  the  hill  that 
is  before  Jerusalem,  and  for  Molech,  the  abomination 
of  the  children  of  Amnion.  ^And  likewise  did  he  for 
all  his  strange  wives,  which  burnt  incense  and  sacri- 
ficed unto  their  gods. 

^And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon,  because 
his  heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
which  had  appeared  unto  him  twice,  '°and  had  com- 
manded him  concerning  this  thing,  that  he  should  not 
go  after  other  gods :  but  he  kept  not  that  which  the 
Lord  commanded.  "Wherefore  the  Lord  said  unto 
Solomon,  Forasmuch  as  this  *is  done  of  thee,  ^^^'tllt^^ 
and  thou  hast  not  kept  my  covenant  and  my  statutes, 
which  I  have  commanded  thee,  I  will  surely  rend  the 
kingdom  from  thee,  and  will  give  it  to  thy  servant. 
'"Notwithstanding  in  thy  days  I  will  not  do  it  for 
David  thy  father's  sake :  but  1  will  rend  it  out  of  the 
hand  of  thy  son.  '^Howbeit  I  will  not  rend  away  all 
the  kingdom;  hut  will  give  one  tribe  to  thy  son  for 
David  my  servant's  sake,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake 
which  I  have  chosen. 

''^And  the  Lord  stirred  up  an  adversary  unto  Solo- 
mon, Hadad  the  Edomite :  he  was  of  the  king's  seed 
in  Edom.  '^For  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  was  in 
Edom,  and  Joab  the  captain  of  the  host  was  gone  up 
to  bury  the  slain,  after  he  had  smitten  every  male  in 
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Edom ;  '^  (for  six  months  did  Joab  remain  there  with 
all  Israel,  until  he  had  cut  off  every  male  in  Edom;) 
'^that  Hadad  fled,  he,  and  certain  Edomites  of  his 
father's  servants  with  him,  to  go  into  Egypt;  Hadad 
being  yet  a  little  child. 

'^  And  they  arose  out  of  Midian,  and  came  to  Paran : 
and  they  took  men  with  them  out  of  Paran,  and  they 
came  to  Egypt,  unto  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt;  which 
gave  him  an  house,  and  appointed  him  victuals,  and 
gave  him  land.  '^And  Hadad  found  great  favour  in 
the  sight  of  Pharaoh,  so  that  he  gave  him  to  wife 
the  sister  of  his  own  wife,  the  sister  of  Tahpenes  the 
queen.  ''"And  the  sister  of  Tahpenes  bare  him  Genu- 
bath  his  son,  whom  Tahpenes  weaned  in  Pharaoh's 
house  :  and  Genubath  was  in  Pharaoh's  household 
among  the  sons  of  Pharaoh. 

^'  And  when  Hadad  heard  in  Egypt  that  David  slept 
with  his  fathers,  and  that  Joab  the  captain  of  the  host 
was  dead,  Hadad  said  to  Pharaoh,  *Let  me  ^'^„iy.^"' 
depart,  that  I  may  go  to  mine  own  country.  "  Then 
Pharaoh  said  unto  him.  But  what  hast  thou  lacked 
with  me,  that,  behold,  thou  seekest  to  go  to  thine 
own  country?  And  he  answered,  *  Nothing:  -s.eh.Not. 
howbeit  let  me  go  in  any  wise. 

'^  And  God  stirred  him  up  another  adversary,  Kezon, 
the  son  of  Eliadah,  which  fled  from  his  lord  Hada- 
dezer  king  of  Zobah:  "'^and  he  gathered  men  unto 
him,  and  became  captain  over  a  band,  when  David 
slew  them  of  Zobah:  and  they  went  to  Damascus, 
and  dwelt  therein,  and  reigned  in  Damascus.  '"And 
he  was  an  adversary  to  Israel  all  the  days  of  Solomon, 
beside  the  mischief  that  Hadad  did:  and  he  abhorred 
Israel,  and  reigned  over  Syria. 

'^And  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  an  Ephrathite 
of  Zereda,  Solomon's  servant,  whose  mother's  name 
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was  Zeruah,  a  widow  woman,  even  he  lifted  up  his 
hand  against  the  king.  *^And  this  was  the  cause  that 
he  hfted  up  his  hand  against  the  king :  Solomon  built 
Millo,  and  *  repaired  the  breaches  of  the  city  ^eh.dosej. 
of  David  his  father.  '^And  the  man  Jeroboam  teas  a 
mighty  man  of  valour  :  and  Solomon  seeing  the  young 
man  that  he  *was  industrious,  he  made  him  ruler  ^tork!^ 
over  all  the  *  charge  of  the  house  of  Joseph.  B.eh.  burden. 
'^And  it  came  to  pass  at  that  time  when  Jeroboam 
went  out  of  Jerusalem,  that  the  prophet  Ahijah  the 
Shilonite  found  him  in  the  way  ;  and  lie  had  clad 
himself  with  a  new  garment ;  and  they  two  iver'e  alone 
in  the  field:  ^°and  Ahijah  caught  the  new  garment 
that  teas  on  him,  and  rent  it  in  twelve  pieces :  ^'  and 
he  said  to  Jeroboam,  Take  thee  ten  pieces :  for  thus 
saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  Behold,  I  will  rend 
the  kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of  Solomon,  and  will 
give  ten  tribes  to  thee :  ^'  (but  he  shall  have  one  tribe 
for  my  servant  David's  sake,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake, 
the  city  which  I  have  chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel:)  ^^ because  that  they  have  forsaken  me,  and 
have  worshipped  Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of  the  Zido- 
nians,  Chemosh  the  god  of  the  Moabites,  and  Milcom 
the  god  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  have  not 
walked  in  my  ways,  to  do  that  ichich  is  right  in  mine 
eyes,  and  to  keep  my  statutes  and  my  judgments,  as 
did  David  his  father.  ^^  Howbeit  I  will  not  take  the 
whole  kingdom  out  of  his  hand :  but  I  will  make  him 
prince  all  the  days  of  his  life  for  David  my  servant's 
sake,  whom  I  chose,  because  he  kept  my  command- 
ments and  my  statutes:  ^^but  I  will  take  the  kingdom 
out  of  his  son's  hand,  and  will  give  it  unto  thee,  even 
ten  tribes.  ^^And  unto  his  son  will  I  give  one  tribe, 
that  David  my  servant  may  have  a  *  light  alway  ^r^ilzS! 
before  me  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  I  have  chosen 
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me  to  put  my  name  there.  ^^Ancl  I  will  take  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  reign  according  to  all  that  thy  soul 
desireth,  and  shalt  be  king  over  Israel.  ^®  And  it  shall 
be,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  all  that  I  command  thee, 
and  wilt  walk  in  my  ways,  and  do  that  is  right  in  my 
sight,  to  keep  my  statutes  and  my  commandments,  as 
David  my  servant  did;  that  I  will  be  with  thee,  and 
build  thee  a  sure  house,  as  I  built  for  David,  and  will 
give  Israel  unto  thee.  ^^And  I  will  for  this  afflict  the 
seed  of  David,  but  not  for  ever. 

"^^  Solomon  sought  therefore  to  kill  Jeroboam.  And 
Jeroboam  arose,  and  fled  into  Egypt,  unto  Shishak 
king  of  Egypt,  and  was  in  Egypt  until  the  death 
of  Solomon. 

''And  the  rest  of  the  *acts  of  Solomon,  and  ^ol\Zngl 
all  that  he  did,  and  his  wisdom,  are  they  not  written 
in  the  book  of  the  acts  of  Solomon?  '^'And  the 
*time  that  Solomon  reigned  in  Jerusalem  over  Heb.day«. 
all  Israel  was  forty  years.  "^^And  Solomon  slept  with 
his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David  his 
father :  and  Rehoboam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

XII.  And  Rehoboam  went  to  Shechem:  for  all 
Israel  were  come  to  Shechem  to  make  him  king. 

'And  it  came  to  pass,  Avhen  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  who  was  yet  in  Egypt,  heard  of  it^  (for  he  was 
fled  from  the  presence  of  king  Solomon,  and  Jeroboam 
dwelt  in  Egypt;)  Hhat  they  sent  and  called  him. 
And  Jeroboam  and  all  the  congregation  of  Israel 
came,  and  spake  unto  Rehoboam,  saying,  "^Thy  father 
made  our  yoke  grievous :  now  therefore  make  thou 
the  grievous  service  of  thy  father,  and  his  heavy  yoke 
which  he  put  upon  us,  lighter,  and  we  will  serve  thee. 
^And  he  said  unto  them.  Depart  yet  for  three  days, 
then  come  again  to  me.     And  the  people  departed. 

^And  king  Rehoboam  consulted  with  the  old  men, 
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that  stood  before  Solomon  his  father  while  he  yet 
lived,  and  said,  How  do  ye  advise  that  I  may  answer 
this  people?  'And  they  spake  unto  him,  saying.  If 
thou  wilt  be  a  servant  unto  this  people  this  day,  and 
wilt  serve  them,  and  answer  them,  and  speak  good 
words  to  them,  then  they  will  be  thy  servants  for  ever. 

^But  he  forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men,  which 
they  had  given  him,  and  consulted  with  the  young 
men  that  were  grown  up  with  him,  and  which  stood 
before  him:  ^and  he  said  unto  them.  What  counsel 
give  ye  that  we  may  answer  this  people,  who  have 
spoken  to  me,  saying.  Make  the  yoke  which  thy  father 
did  put  upon  us  lighter?  '^And  the  young  men  that 
were  grown  up  with  him  spkke  unto  him,  saying. 
Thus  shalt  thou  speak  unto  this  people  that  spake 
imto  thee,  saying.  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  heavy, 
but  make  thou  it  lighter  unto  us :  thus  shalt  thou  say 
unto  them,  My  little  finger  shall  be  thicker  than  my 
father's  loins.  "And  now  whereas  my  father  did  lade 
you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to  your  yoke : 
my  father  hath  chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I  will 
chastise  you  with  scorpions. 

'"  So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  Reho- 
boam  the  third  day,  as  the  king  had  appointed,  saying. 
Come  to  me  again  the  third  day.  '^And  the  king 
answered  the  people  *  roughly,  and  forsook  the  ^eh.hardiy. 
old  men's  counsel  that  they  gave  him ;  ^^  and  spake  to 
them  after  the  counsel  of  the  young  men,  saying.  My 
father  made  yom*  yoke  heavy,  and  I  will  add  to  your 
yoke :  my  father  also  chastised  you  with  whips,  but 
I  will  chastise  you  with  scorpions. 

'^  AVherefore  the  king  hearkened  not  unto  the  people ; 
for  the  cause  was  from  the  Lord,  that  he  might  per- 
form his  saying,  which  the  Lord  spake  by  Ahijah  the 
Shilonite  unto  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Xebat. 
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'^So  when  all  Israel  saw  that  the  king  hearkened 
not  unto  them,  the  people  answered  the  king,  saying, 
What  portion  have  we  in  David?  neither  have  we 
inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse:  to  your  tents,  0 
Israel :  now  see  to  thine  own  house,  David.  So  Israel 
departed  unto  their  tents.  '^But  as  for  the  children 
of  Israel  which  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  Reho- 
boam  reigned  over  them. 

'^Then  king  Rehoboam  sent  Adoram,  who  was  over 
the  tribute ;  and  all  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones,  that 
he  died.  Therefore  king  Rehoboam  *made  ^^'^uSt'''^ 
speed  to  get  him  up  to  his  chariot,  to  flee  to  Jeru- 
salem. '^So  Israel  "rebelled  against  the  house  of  ^^;,{f^ 
David  unto  this  day." 

^°And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  Israel  heard  that 
Jeroboam  was  come  again,  that  they  sent  and  called 
him  unto  the  congregation,  and  made  him  king  over 
all  Israel :  there  was  none  that  followed  the  house  of 
David,  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only. 

'''And  when  Rehoboam  was  come  to  Jerusalem, 
he  assembled  all  the  house  of  Judah,  with  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin,  an  hundred  and  fourscore  thousand 
chosen  men,  which  were  warriors,  to  fight  against 
the  house  of  Israel,  to  bring  the  kingdom  again  to 
Rehoboam  the  son  of  Solomon.  "But  the  word  of 
God  came  unto  Shemaiah  the  man  of  God,  say- 
ing, '^  Speak  unto  Rehoboam  the  son  of  Solomon, 
king  of  Judah,  and  unto  all  the  house  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin,  and  to  the  remnant  of  the  people, 
saying,  '"^Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  shall  not  go  up, 
nor  fight  against  your  brethren  the  children  of  Israel : 
return  every  man  to  his  house  ;  for  this  thing  is 
from  me.  They  hearkened  therefore  to  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  and  returned  to  de^^art,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord. 
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'^  Then  Jeroboam  built  Shechem  in  mount  Ephraim, 
and  dwelt  therein;  and  went  out  from  thence,  and 
built  Penuel.  '^And  Jeroboam  said  in  his  heart,  Now 
shall  the  kingdom  return  to  the  house  of  David :  '^  if 
this  people  go  up  to  do  sacrifice  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  at  Jerusalem,  then  shall  the  heart  of  this  people 
turn  ao^ain  unto  their  lord,  even  unto  Eehoboam  kino; 
of  Judah,  and  they  shall  kill  me,  and  go  again  to 
Rehoboam  king  of  Judah.  '^Whereupon  the  king  took 
counsel,  and  made  two  calves  of  gold,  and  said  unto 
them,  It  is  too  much  for  you  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem : 
behold  thy  gods,  0  Israel,  which  brought  thee  up  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt.  *^And  he  set  the  one  in  Beth-el, 
and  the  other  put  he  in  Dan.  ^°And  this  thing  became 
a  sin :  for  the  people  went  to  loorsliip  before  the  one, 
even  unto  Dan.  ^'And  he  made  an  house  of  high 
places,  and  made  priests  of  the  lowest  of  the  people, 
which  were  not  of  the  sons  of  Levi.  ^^And  Jeroboam 
ordained  a  feast  in  the  eighth  month,  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  month,  like  unto  the  feast  that  is  in  Judah, 
and  he  *  offered  upon  the  altar.  So  did  he  "lli'^ttt'^J! 
in  Beth-el,  *  sacrificing  unto  the  calves  that  ov,  to  sacrifice. 
he  had  made:  and  he  placed  in  Beth-el  the  priests 
of  the  high  places  which  he  had  made.  ^^So  he 
*  offered  upon  the  altar  which  he  had  made  ^J^Strjc" 
in  Beth-el  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  eighth  month,  even 
in  the  month  which  he  had  devised  of  his  own  heart ; 
and  ordained  a  feast  unto  the  children  of  Israel :  and 
he  offered  upon  the  altar,  *and  burnt  incense.  ^ticllse7'' 

XIIL  And,  behold,  there  came  a  man  of  God  out 
of  Judah  by  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Beth-el :  and 
Jeroboam  stood  by  the  altar  *to  burn  incense,  ov,  to  offer. 
'And  he  cried  against  the  altar  in  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  said,  0  altar,  altar,  thus  saith  the  Lord; 
Behold,  a  child  shall  be  born  unto  the  house  of  David, 
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Josiah  by  name;  and  upon  thee  shall  he  offer  the 
priests  of  the  high  places  that  burn  incense  upon  thee, 
and  men's  bones  shall  be  burnt  upon  thee.  ^  And  he 
gave  a  sign  the  same  day,  saying,  This  is  the  sign 
which  the  Lord  hath  spoken ;  Behold,  the  altar  shall 
be  rent,  and  the  ashes  that  ai^e  upon  it  shall  be  poured 
out. 

"^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  king  Jeroboam  heard 
the  saying  of  the  man  of  God,  which  had  cried  against 
the  altar  in  Beth-el,  that  he  put  forth  his  hand  from 
the  altar,  saying.  Lay  hold  on  him.  And  his  hand, 
which  he  put  forth  against  him,  dried  up,  so  that  he 
could  not  pull  it  in  again  to  him.  ^  The  altar  also  was 
rent,  and  the  ashes  poured  out  from  the  altar,  accord- 
ing to  the  sign  which  the  man  of  God  had  given  by 
the  word  of  the  Lord.  ^And  the  king  answered  and 
said  unto  the  man  of  God,  Intreat  now  the  face  of  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  pray  for  me,  that  my  hand  may 
be  restored  me  again.  And  the  man  of  God  besought 
*the  Lord,  and  the  king's  hand  was  restored  ^fheLOED. 
him  again,  and  became  as  it  was  before.  ^  And  the 
king  said  unto  the  man  of  God,  Come  home  with  me, 
and  refresh  thyself,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  reward. 
^And  the  man  of  God  said  unto  the  king,  If  thou  wilt 
give  me  half  thine  house,  I  will  not  go  in  with  thee, 
neither  will  I  eat  bread  nor  drink  water  in  this  place : 
^  for  so  was  it  charged  me  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
saying.  Eat  no  bread,  nor  drink  water,  nor  turn  again 
by  the  same  way  that  thou  camest.  '"  So  he  went 
another  way,  and  returned  not  by  the  way  that  he 
came  to  Beth-el. 

"  Now  there  dwelt  an  old  prophet  in  Beth-el;  and 
his  *sons  came  and  told  him  all  the  works  that  Heb.  so». 
the  man  of  God  had  done  that  day  in  Beth- el:  the 
words  which  he  had  spoken  unto  the  king,  them  they 
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told  also  to  their  father.  "And  their  father  said  unto 
them,  What  way  went  he?  For  his  sons  had  seen 
what  way  the  man  of  God  went,  which  came  from 
Judah.  '^And  he  said  unto  his  sons.  Saddle  me  the 
ass.  So  they  saddled  him  the  ass:  and  he  rode 
thereon,  '"^and  went  after  the  man  of  God,  and  found 
him  sitting  under  an  oak :  and  he  said  unto  him,  Art 
thou  the  man  of  God  that  camest  from  Judah?  And 
he  said,  I  ain.  '^Then  he  said  unto  him.  Come  home 
with  me,  and  eat  bread.  '^And  he  said,  I  may  not 
return  with  thee,  nor  go  in  with  thee:  neither  will 
I  eat  bread  nor  drink  water  with  thee  in  this  place : 
'^  for  *it  was  said  to  me  by  the  word  of  the  ^^^,;-a"!"""'^ 
LoKD,  Thou  shalt  eat  no  bread,  nor  drink  water  there, 
nor  turn  again  to  go  by  the  way  that  thou  camest. 
'^  He  said  unto  him,  I  am  a  prophet  also  as  thou  art ; 
and  an  angel  spake  unto  me  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
saying.  Bring  him  back  with  thee  into  thine  house, 
that  he  may  eat  bread  and  drink  water.  But  he  lied 
unto  him.  '^  So  he  went  back  with  him,  and  did  eat 
bread  in  his  house,  and  drank  water. 

"""And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  sat  at  the  table,  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  the  prophet  that 
brought  him  back :  "'  and  he  cried  unto  the  man  of 
God  that  came  from  Judah,  saying.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  Forasmuch  as  thou  hast  disobeyed  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord,  and  hast  not  kept  the  commandment 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  thee,  "but 
camest  back,  and  hast  eaten  bread  and  drunk  water 
in  the  place,  of  the  which  the  LORD  did  say  to  thee, 
Eat  no  bread,  and  drink  no  water;  thy  carcase  shall 
not  come  unto  the  sepulchre  of  thy  fathers. 

^^And  it  came  to  pass,  after  he  had  eaten  bread,  and 
after  he  had  drunk,  that  he  saddled  for  him  the  ass,  to 
wit^  for  the  prophet  whom  he  had  brought  back.  "'^And 
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when  he  was  gone,  a  lion  met  him  by  the  way,  and 
slew  him:  and  his  carcase  was  cast  in  the  way,  and 
the  ass  stood  by  it,  the  lion  also  stood  by  the  carcase. 
"'And,  behold,  men  passed  by,  and  saw  the  carcase 
cast  in  the  way,  and  the  lion  standing  by  the  carcase : 
and  they  came  and  told  it  in  the  city  where  the  old 
prophet  dwelt. 

'''And  when  the  prophet  that  brought  him  back  from 
the  way  heard  thereof^  he  said.  It  is  the  man  of  God, 
who  was  disobedient  unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  :  there- 
fore the  Lord  hath  delivered  him  unto  the  lion,  which 
hath  *torn  him,  and  slain  him,  according  to  B.eb.  broken. 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  unto  him. 
'^And  he  spake  to  his  sons,  saying.  Saddle  me  the  ass. 
And  they  saddled  him,  '^And  he  went  and  found 
his  carcase  cast  in  the  way,  and  the  ass  and  the  lion 
standing  by  the  carcase:  the  lion  had  not  eaten  the 
carcase,  nor  *torn  the  ass.  '^And  the  prophet  -^eh.hroken. 
took  up  the  carcase  of  the  man  of  God,  and  laid  it  upon 
the  ass,  and  brought  it  back :  and  the  old  prophet  came 
to  the  city,  to  mourn  and  to  bury  him.  ^''And  he  laid 
his  carcase  in  his  own  grave ;  and  they  mourned  over 
him,  saying^  Alas,  my  brother!  ^' And  it  came  to  pass, 
after  he  had  buried  him,  that  he  spake  to  his  sons, 
saying.  When  1  am  dead,  then  bury  me  in  the  sepul- 
chre wherein  the  man  of  God  is  buried ;  lay  my  bones 
beside  his  bones :  ^'  for  the  saying  which  he  cried  by 
the  word  of  the  Lord  against  the  altar  in  Beth-el,  and 
against  all  the  houses  of  the  high  places  which  are  in 
the  cities  of  Samaria,  shall  surely  come  to  pass. 

"After  this  thing  Jeroboam  returned  not  from  his 
evil  way,  but  *made  again  of  the  lowest  of  the  ^t/wT"^ 
people  priests  of  the  high  places:  whosoever  would, 
he  *  consecrated  him,  and  he  became  one  of  the  ^us'hS 
priests  of  the  high  places.    ^"^And  this  thing  became 
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sin  unto  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  even  to  cut  it  off,  and 
to  destroy  it  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 

XIV.  At  that  time  Abijah  the  son  of  Jeroboam  fell 
sick.  "*  And  Jeroboam  said  to  his  wife,  Arise,  I  pray 
thee,  and  disguise  thyself,  that  thou  be  not  known  to 
be  the  wife  of  Jeroboam ;  and  get  thee  to  Shiloh : 
behold,  there  is  Ahijah  the  prophet,  which  told  me 
that  /  should  he  king  over  this  people.  ^And  take 
*with  thee  ten  loaves,  and  *  cracknels,  and  ?r!\-j£f""^  ^''"'^" 
a  *  cruse  of  honey,  and  go  to  him  :  he  shall  tell  or,  botue. 
thee  what  shall  become  of  the  child.  ^  And  Jeroboam's 
wife  did  so,  and  arose,  and  went  to  Shiloh,  and  came 
to  the  house  of  Ahijah.  But  Ahijah  could  not  see; 
for  his  eyes  *were  set  by  reason  of  his  age.  ■^^^io«??,l{r  ^'^ 
^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Ahijah,  Behold,  the  wife  of 
Jeroboam  cometh  to  ask  a  thing  of  thee  for  her  son ; 
for  he  is  sick :  thus  and  thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  her : 
for  it  shall  be,  when  she  cometh  in,  that  she  shall  feign 
herself  to  be  another  woman. 

^  And  it  was  so^  when  Ahijah  heard  the  sound  of  her 
feet,  as  she  came  in  at  the  door,  that  he  said.  Come  in, 
thou  wife  of  Jeroboam ;  why  feignest  thou  thyself  to  be 
another?  for  I  am  sent  to  thee  icith  *  heavy  B.eh.  hard, 
tidings.  ^  Go,  tell  Jeroboam,  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  Forasmuch  as  I  exalted  thee  from 
among  the  people,  and  made  thee  prince  over  my 
people  Israel,  ^and  rent  the  kingdom  away  from  the 
house  of  David,  and  gave  it  thee :  and  yet  thou  hast 
not  been  as  my  servant  David,  who  kept  my  command- 
ments, and  who  followed  me  with  all  his  heart,  to  do 
that  only  which  was  right  in  mine  eyes;  ^but  hast 
done  evil  above  all  that  were  before  thee:  for  thou 
hast  gone  and  made  thee  other  gods,  and  molten 
images,  to  provoke  me  to  anger,  and  hast  cast  me 
behind  thy  back :  '"^  therefore,  behold,  I  will  bring  evil 
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upon  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  and  will  cut  off  from 
Jeroboam  him  that  pisseth  against  the  wall,  and  hhn 
that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel,  and  will  take  away 
the  remnant  of  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  as  a  man  taketh 
away  dung,  till  it  be  all  gone.  "Him  that  dieth  of 
Jeroboam  in  the  city  shall  the  dogs  eat ;  and  him  that 
dieth  in  the  field  shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat :  for  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  it.  ''Arise  thou  therefore,  get  thee 
to  thine  own  house :  and  when  thy  feet  enter  into  the 
city,  the  child  shall  die.  '^And  all  Israel  shall  mourn 
for  him,  and  bury  him :  for  he  only  of  Jeroboam  shall 
come  to  the  grave,  because  in  him  there  is  found  some 
o^ood  thino;  toward  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  in  the  house 
of  Jeroboam.  '^Moreover  the  Lord  shall  raise  him 
up  a  king  over  Israel,  who  shall  cut  off  the  house  of 
Jeroboam  that  day :  but  what?  even  now.  '^  For  the 
Lord  shall  smite  Israel,  as  a  reed  is  shaken  in  the 
water,  and  he  shall  root  up  Israel  out  of  this  good 
land,  which  he  gave  to  their  fathers,  and  shall  scatter 
them  beyond  the  river,  because  they  have  made  their 
groves,  provoking  the  Lord  to  anger.  '"^And  he  shall 
give  Israel  up  because  of  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  who 
did  sin,  and  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

'^And  Jeroboam's  wife  arose,  and  departed,  and 
came  to  Tirzah :  and  when  she  came  to  the  threshold 
of  the  door,  the  child  died;  '^and  they  buried  him; 
and  all  Israel  mourned  for  him,  according  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by  the  hand  of  his  servant 
Ahijah  the  prophet. 

'^And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeroboam,  how  he 
Avarred,  and  how  he  reigned,  behold,  they  are  written 
in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 
'°And  the  days  which  Jeroboam  reigned  icere  two  and 
twenty  years :  and  he  *  slept  with  his  fathers,  Heb.  lay  down. 
and  Nadab  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
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"And  Eehoboam  the  son  of  Solomon  reigned  in 
Judah.  Rehoboam  was  forty  and  one  years  old  when 
he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  seventeen  years  in 
Jerusalem,  the  city  which  the  Lord  did  choose  out  of 
all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  to  put  his  name  there.  And  his 
mother's  name  was  Naamah  an  Ammonitess. 

"And  Judah  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
they  provoked  him  to  jealousy  with  their  sins  which 
they  had  committed,  above  all  that  their  fathers  had 
done.  ^'  For  they  also  built  them  high  places,  and 
*  images,  and  groves,  on  every  high  hill,  ^'' iT!iiatJes"^''' 
and  under  every  green  tree.  '"^And  there  were  also 
sodomites  in  the  land :  a?2d  they  did  according  to  all 
the  abominations  of  the  nations  which  the  Lord  cast 
out  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

"'And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fifth  year  of  king 
Rehoboam,  that  Shishak  king  of  Egypt  came  up 
against  Jerusalem :  '^and  he  took  away  the  treasures  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of  the  king's 
house ;  he  even  took  away  all :  and  he  took  away  all 
the  shields  of  gold  which  Solomon  had  made.  ''^And 
king  Rehoboam  made  in  their  stead  brasen  shields, 
and  committed  them  unto  the  hands  of  the  chief  of 
the  *  guard,  which  kept  the  door  „of  the  king's  Heb.  r«»«6r«. 
house.  ^^And  it  was  so^  when  the  king  went  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  that  the  guard  bare  them  and 
brought  them  back  into  the  guard  chamber. 

'^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Rehoboam,  and  all 
that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah?  ^°And  there  was 
war  between  Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam  all  their  days. 
^'And  Rehoboam  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was 
buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David.  And 
his  mother's  name  ivas  Naamah  an  Ammonitess.  And 
*Abijam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead.  ^f'^M,  or,  amu. 

G.   5. 
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XY.  Now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat  reigned  Abijam  over  Judah.  '  Three 
years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name 
was  *Maachah,  the  daughter  of  *Abishalom.  a.^^uer'af  u^ei, 
^And  he  walked  in  all  the  sins  of  his  father,  LSj'2  ch^ii^2ir 
which  he  had  done  before  him :  and  his  heart  was  not 
perfect  with  the  Lord  his  God,  as  the  heart  of  David 
his  father.  '^Nevertheless  for  David's  sake  did  the 
Lord  his  God  give  him  a  *lamp  in  Jerusalem,  or,  candu. 
to  set  up  his  son  after  him,  and  to  establish  Jerusalem : 
^  because  David  did  that  ivhich  was  right  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  aside  from  any  thing  that 
he  commanded  him  all  the  days  of  his  life,  save  only 
in  the  matter  of  Uriah  the  Hittite.  ^And  there  was 
war  between  Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam  all  the  days  of 
his  life. 

^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Abijam,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  And  there  was  war  between 
Abijam  and  Jeroboam.  ^And  Abijam  slept  with  his 
fathers;  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David: 
and  Asa  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

^And  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Jeroboam  king  of 
Israel  reigned  Asa  ov^r  Judah.  '°And  forty  and  one 
years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  *  mother's 
name  was  Maachah,  the  daughter  of  Abisha-  '^otV^lfsexi. 
lom.  "And  Asa  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  as  did  David  his  father.  '^And  he  took 
away  the  sodomites  out  of  the  land,  and  removed  all 
the  idols  that  his  fathers  had  made.  '^  And  also  Maachah 
his  mother,  even  her  he  removed  from  being  queen, 
because  she  had  made  an  idol  in  a  grove  :  and  Asa 
*  destroyed  her  idol,  and  burnt  it  by  the  brook  Heb.  cut  og. 
Kidron.  '"^  But  the  high  places  were  not  removed: 
nevertheless  Asa's  heart  was  perfect  with  the  Lord  all 
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liis  days.  '^And  he  brought  m  the  *things  which  seh.ho?^. 
his  father  had  dedicated,  and  the  things  which  himself 
had  dedicated,  into  the  house  of  the  Loed,  silver,  and 
gold,  and  vessels. 

'^And  there  was  war  between  Asa  and  Baasha  king 
of  Israel  all  their  days.  '^And  Baasha  king  of  Israel 
went  up  against  Judah,  and  built  Eamah,  that  he 
might  not  suffer  any  to  go  out  or  come  in  to  Asa  king 
of  Judah. 

'^Then  Asa  took  all  the  silver  and  the  gold  that  were 
left  in  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
treasures  of  the  king's  house,  and  delivered  them  into 
the  hand  of  his  servants :  and  king  Asa  sent  them  to 
Ben-hadad,  the  son  of  Tabrimon,  the  son  of  Hezion, 
king  of  Syria,  that  dwelt  at  Damascus,  saying,  '^  There 
is  a  league  between  me  and  thee,  and  between  my 
father  and  thy  father :  behold,  I  have  sent  unto  thee  a 
present  of  silver  and  gold ;  come  and  break  thy  league 
with  Baasha  king  of  Israel,  that  he  may  *depart  ^.eb.goup. 
from  me. 

'°  So  Ben-hadad  hearkened  unto  king  Asa,  and  sent 
the  captains  of  the  hosts  which  he  had  against  the 
cities  of  Israel,  and  smote  Ijon,  and  Dan,  and  Abel- 
beth-maachah,  and  all  Cinneroth,  with  all  the  land  of 
Naphtali.  *'  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Baasha  heard 
thereof^  that  he  left  off  building  of  Kamah,  and  dwelt 
in  Tirzah. 

"  Then  king  Asa  made  a  proclamation  throughout 
all  Judah ;  none  was  *  exempted :  and  they  took  Heb./r.e. 
away  the  stones  of  Kamah,  and  the  timber  thereof, 
wherewith  Baasha  had  builded;  and  king  Asa  built 
with  them  Geba  of  Benjamin,  and  Mizpah. 

'^  The  rest  of  all  the  acts  of  Asa,  and  all  his  might, 
and  all  that  he  did,  and  the  cities  which  he  built,  are 
they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the 
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kings  of  Judali  ?  Nevertheless  in  the  time  of  his  old 
age  he  was  diseased  in  his  feet.  ^^  And  Asa  slept  with 
his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city 
of  David  his  father :  and  Jehoshaphat  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

'^And  Nadab  the  son  of  Jeroboam  *  began  ^eh.  reigned. 
to  reign  over  Israel  in  the  second  year  of  Asa  king  of 
Judah,  and  reigned  over  Israel  two  years.  '^  And  he 
did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the 
way  of  his  father,  and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made 
Israel  to  sin.  '^  And  Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah,  of  the 
house  of  Issachar,  conspired  against  him :  and  Baasha 
smote  him  at  Gibbethon,  which  belonged  to  the  Philis- 
tines; for  Nadab  and  all  Israel  laid  siege  to  Gibbe- 
thon. ^^  Even  in  the  third  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah 
did  Baasha  slay  him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead.  '^And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  he  reigned,  that  he  smote  all  the 
house  of  Jeroboam ;  he  left  not  to  Jeroboam  any  that 
breathed,  until  he  had  destroyed  him,  according  unto 
the  saying  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by  his  servant 
Ahijah  the  Shilonite :  ^°  because  of  the  sins  of  Jeroboam 
which  he  sinned,  and  which  he  made  Israel  sin,  by  his 
provocation  wheremth  he  provoked  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel  to  anger. 

^'  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Nadab,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Israel?  ^"^  And  there  was  war  between 
Asa  and  Baasha  king  of  Israel  all  their  days. 

^^In  the  third  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah  began 
Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah  to  reign  over  all  Israel  in 
Tirzah,  twenty  and  four  years.  ^'^And  he  did  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  way  of  Jero- 
boam, and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin. 

XVI.  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jehu 
the  son  of  Hanani  against  Baasha,  saying,  "Forasmuch 
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as  I  exalted  thee  out  of  the  dust,  and  made  thee  prince 
over  my  people  Israel;  and  thou  hast  walked  in  the 
way  of  Jeroboam,  and  hast  made  my  people  Israel  to 
sin,  to  provoke  me  to  anger  with  their  sins ;  ^  behold, 
I  will  take  away  the  posterity  of  Baasha,  and  the 
posterity  of  his  house;  and  will  make  thy  house  like 
the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat.  '^  Him  that 
dieth  of  Baasha  in  the  city  shall  the  dogs  eat;  and 
him  that  dieth  of  his  in  the  fields  shall  the  fowls  of 
the  air  eat. 

^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Baasha,  and  what  he 
did,  and  his  might,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  ^  So  Baasha 
slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  Tirzah :  and 
Elah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

^And  also  by  the  hand  of  the  prophet  Jehu  the  son 
of  Hanani  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  against  Baasha, 
and  against  his  house,  even  for  all  the  evil  that  he  did 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  in  provoking  him  to  anger 
with  the  work  of  his  hands,  in  being  like  the  house  of 
Jeroboam ;  and  because  he  killed  him. 

^  In  the  twenty  and  sixth  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah 
began  Elah  the  son  of  Baasha  to  reign  over  Israel  in 
Tirzah,  two  years.  ^  And  his  servant  Zimri,  captain  of 
half  his  chariots,  conspired  against  him,  as  he  was  in 
Tirzah,  drinking  himself  drunk  in  the  house  of  Arza 
*  steward  oi  his  house  in  Tirzah.  '°And  Zimri  ^tsoS? 
went  in  and  smote  him,  and  killed  him,  in  the  twenty 
and  seventh  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah,  and  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

"And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  began  to  reign, 
as  soon  as  he  sat  on  his  throne,  that  he  slew  all  the 
house  of  Baasha:  he  left  him  not  one  that  pisseth 
against  a  wall,  *  neither  of  his  kinsfolks,  ""'^Xis'J^^'" 
nor  of  his  friends.     ''  Thus  did  Zimri  destroy  all  the 
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house  of  Baasha,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  spake  against  Baasha,  *by  Jehu  the  ^kandi}'!^ 
prophet,  '^for  all  the  sins  of  Baasha,  and  the  sin  of 
Elah  his  son,  by  which  they  sinned,  and  by  which 
they  made  Israel  to  sin,  in  provoking  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel  to  anger  with  their  vanities. 

'*  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Elah,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chro- 
nicles of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

''  In  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of  Asa  king  of 
Judah  did  Zimri  reign  seven  days  in  Tirzah.  And 
the  people  were  encamped  against  Gibbethon,  which 
belonged  to  the  Philistines.  '^  And  the  people  that  were 
encamped  heard  say,  Zimri  hath  conspired,  and  hath 
also  slain  the  king:  wherefore  all  Israel  made  Omri, 
the  captain  of  the  host,  king  over  Israel  that  day  in 
the  camp.  '^  And  Omri  went  up  from  Gibbethon,  and 
all  Israel  with  him,  and  they  besieged  Tirzah.  '^And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  Zimri  saw  that  the  city  was 
taken,  that  he  went  into  the  palace  of  the  king's  house, 
and  burnt  the  king's  house  over  him  with  fire,  and 
died,  '^for  his  sins  which  he  sinned  in  doing  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  in  walking  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam, 
and  in  his  sin  which  he  did,  to  make  Israel  to  sin. 

'°  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Zimri,  and  his  treason 
that  he  wrought,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of 
the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel? 

*'  Then  were  the  people  of  Israel  divided  into  two 
parts:  half  of  the  people  followed  Tibni  the  son  of 
Ginath,  to  make  him  king;  and  half  followed  Omri. 
"  But  the  people  that  followed  Omri  prevailed  against 
the  people  that  followed  Tibni  the  son  of  Ginath :  so 
Tibni  died,  and  Omri  reigned. 

'^  In  the  thirty  and  first  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah 
began  Omri  to  reign  over  Israel,  twelve  years:  six 
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years  reigned  he  in  Tirzah.  ^"^And  he  bought  the  hill 
Samaria  of  Shemer  for  two  talents  of  silver,  and  built 
on  the  hill,  and  called  the  name  of  the  city  which  he 
built,  after  the  name  of  Shemer,  owner  of  the  hill, 
*  Samaria.  '"  But  Omri  wrought  evil  in  the  Heb.  shomeron. 
eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  did  worse  than  all  that  tcere 
before  him.  ^^For  he  walked  in  all  the  way  of  Jero- 
boam the  son  of  Xebat,  and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he 
made  Israel  to  sin,  to  provoke  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
to  anger  with  their  vanities. 

'^Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Omri  which  he  did, 
and  his  might  that  he  shewed,  ar^  they  not  written 
in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel? 
^^So  Omri  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in 
Samaria;  and  Ahab  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

'^And  in  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of  Asa  king  of 
Judah  began  Ahab  the  son  of  Omri  to  reign  over 
Israel :  and  Ahab  the  son  of  Omri  reigned  over  Israel 
in  Samaria  twenty  and  two  years.  ^""And  Ahab  the 
son  of  Omri  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  above 
all  that  ivere  before  him.  ^' And  it  came  to  pass,  *as  if 
it  had  been  a  light  thing  for  him  to  walk  in  ughtmZ.%c. 
the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  that  he  took 
to  wife  Jezebel  the  dauo^hter  of  Ethbaal  kino^  of  the 
Zidonians,  and  went  and  served  Baal,  and  worshipped 
him.  ^'And  he  reared  up  an  altar  for  Baal  in  the 
house  of  Baal,  which  he  had  built  in  Samaria.  ^^  And 
Ahab  made  a  grove;  and  Ahab  did  more  to  provoke 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anD:er  than  all  the  kino-s  of 
Israel  that  were  before  him. 

^^In  his  days  did  Hiel  the  Beth-elite  build  Jericho: 
he  laid  the  foundation  thereof  in  Abiram  his  firstborn, 
and  set  up  the  gates  thereof  in  his  youngest  son  Segub, 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by 
Joshua  the  son  of  Nun, 
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XYII.  And  *  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  wJio  was  B.eh.Mijahu. 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead,  said  unto  Ahab,  As  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  there 
shall  not  be  dew  nor  rain  these  years,  but  according 
to  my  word. 

'  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying, 
^Get  thee  hence,  and  turn  thee  eastward,  and  hide 
thyself  by  the  brook  Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan. 
"^And  it  shall  be,  that  thou  shalt  drink  of  the  brook; 
and  I  have  commanded  the  ravens  to  feed  thee  there. 
^  So  he  went  and  did  according  unto  the  word  of  the 
Lord  :  for  he  went  and  dwelt  by  the  brook  Cherith, 
that  is  before  Jordan.  "^And  the  ravens  brought  him 
bread  and  flesh  in  the  morning,  and  bread  and  flesh 
in  the  evening ;  and  he  drank  of  the  brook. 

'And  it  came  to  pass  *  after  a  while,  that  ^"V^i^^""^ 
the  brook  dried  up,  because  there  had  been  no  rain  in 
the  land.  ^  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him, 
saying,  ^  Arise,  get  thee  to  Zarephath,  which  belongeth 
to  Zidon,  and  dwell  there :  behold,  I  have  commanded 
a  widow  woman  there  to  sustain  thee.  '°So  he  arose 
and  went  to  Zarephath.  And  when  he  came  to  the 
gate  of  the  city,  behold,  the  widow  woman  was  there 
gathering  of  sticks :  and  he  called  to  her,  and  said. 
Fetch  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  Avater  in  a  vessel,  that 
I  may  drink.  ''And  as  she  was  going  to  fetch  zV,  he 
called  to  her,  and  said.  Bring  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  morsel 
of  bread  in  thine  hand.  '"And  she  said.  As  the  Lord 
thy  God  liveth,  I  have  not  a  cake,  but  an  handful  of 
meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse:  and, 
behold,  I  am.  gathering  two  sticks,  that  I  may  go  in 
and  dress  it  for  me  and  my  son,  that  we  may  eat  it, 
and  die.  '^And  Elijah  said  unto  her.  Fear  not;  go 
and  do  as  thou  hast  said :  but  make  me  thereof  a  little 
cake  first,  and  bring  it  unto  me,  and  after  make  for 
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thee  and  for  thy  son.  '"^For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  The  barrel  of  meal  shall  not  Avaste,  neither 
shall  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  until  the  day  that  the  Lord 
*sendeth  rain  upon  the  earth.  ''And  she  went  B.eh.giveth. 
and  did  according  to  the  saying  of  Elijah:  and  she, 
and  he,  and  her  house,  did  eat  *many  days,  ov,  a  fun  year. 
"^^  And  the  barrel  of  meal  wasted  not,  neither  did  the 
cruse  of  oil  fail,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  spake  *by  Elijah.  ^^tllf' 

'^  And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  the  son 
of  the  woman,  the  mistress  of  the  house,  fell  sick ;  and 
his  sickness  was  so  sore,  that  there  was  no  breath  left 
in  him.  '^And  she  said  unto  Elijah,  What  have  I  to 
do  with  thee,  0  thou  man  of  God  ?  art  thou  come  unto 
me  to  call  my  sin  to  remembrance,  and  to  slay  my 
son?  '^And  he  said  unto  her.  Give  me  thy  son.  And 
he  took  him  out  of  her  bosom,  and  carried  him  up  into 
a  loft,  where  he  abode,  and  laid  him  upon  his  own  bed. 
''°And  he  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  0  Lord  my 
God,  hast  thou  also  brought  evil  upon  the  widow 
with  whom  I  sojourn,  by  slaying  her  son?  "And  he 
*  stretched  himself  upon  the  child  three  times,  ^t^rTa!" 
and  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  0  Lord  my  God,  I 
pray  thee,  let  this  child's  soul  come  *into  him  fnwardllltl 
again.  "And  the  Lord  heard  the  voice  of  Elijah;  and 
the  soul  of  the  child  came  into  him  again,  and  he 
revived.  '^And  Elijah  took  the  child,  and  brought 
him  down  out  of  the  chamber  into  the  house,  and 
delivered  him  unto  his  mother :  and  Elijah  said.  See, 
thy  son  liveth.  ""^  And  the  woman  said  to  Elijah,  Now 
by  this  I  know  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth. 

XVIIL  And  it  came  to  pass  after  many  days,  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  in  the  third  year, 
saying.  Go,  shew  thyself  unto  Ahab ;  and  I  will  send 
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rain  upon  the  earth.  ""And  Elijah  went  to  shew 
himself  unto  Ahab.  And  there  was  a  sore  famine 
in  Samaria. 

^And  Ahab  called  *Obadiah,  which  ivas  B.eh.  obadiahu. 
*the  governor  of  Jiis  house.  (Now  Obadiah  ^^louTe"^^'^ 
feared  the  Lord  greatly :  ^for  it  was  so^  Avhen  *  Jezebel 
cut  off  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  that  Obadiah  seb.  izebei. 
took  an  hundred  prophets,  and  hid  them  by  fifty  in  a 
cave,  and  fed  them  with  bread  and  water.)  ^And 
Ahab  said  unto  Obadiah,  Go  into  the  land,  unto  all 
fountains  of  water,  and  unto  all  brooks :  peradventure 
we  may  find  grass  to  save  the  horses  and  mules  alive, 
*that  we  lose  not  all  the  beasts.  ^So  o^utife: ^Lt.  wf 
they  divided  the  land  between  them  to  pass  through- 
out it :  Ahab  went  one  way  by  himself,  and  Obadiah 
went  another  way  by  himself. 

^And  as  Obadiah  was  in  the  way,  behold,  Elijah 
met  him :  and  he  knew  him,  and  fell  on  his  face,  and 
said,  Ai't  thou  that  my  lord  Elijah  ?  ^  And  he  answered 
him,  I  am:  go,  tell  thy  lord,  Behold,  Elijah  is  here, 
^  And  he  said.  What  have  I  sinned,  that  thou  wouldest 
deliver  thy  servant  into  the  hand  of  Ahab,  to  slay  me? 
^°As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  there  is  no  nation  or 
kingdom,  whither  my  lord  hath  not  sent  to  seek  thee : 
and  when  they  said.  He  is  not  there ;  he  took  an  oath 
of  the  kingdom  and  nation,  that  they  found  thee  not. 
"And  now  thou  sayest.  Go,  tell  thy  lord,  Behold,  Elijah 
is  here.  '"And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  as  soon  as  I  am 
gone  from  thee,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  carry 
thee  whither  I  know  not ;  and  so  when  I  come  and  tell 
Ahab,  and  he  cannot  find  thee,  he  shall  slay  me :  but 
I  thy  servant  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth.  '^  Was  it 
not  told  my  lord  what  I  did  when  Jezebel  slew  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord,  how  I  hid  an  hundred  men  of 
the  Lord's  prophets  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them 
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with  bread  and  water?  ''^And  now  thou  sayest,  Go, 
tell  thy  lord,  Behold,  Elijah  is  here:  and  he  shall 
slay  me.  '"And  Elijah  said.  As  the  Lord  of  hosts 
liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  I  mil  surely  shew  myself 
unto  him  to  day. 

'^So  Obadiah  went  to  meet  Ahab,  and  told  him; 
and  Ahab  went  to  meet  Elijah.  '^And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  Ahab  saw  Elijah,  that  Ahab  said  unto  him, 
Art  thou  he  that  troubleth  Israel?  '^And  he  answered, 
I  have  not  troubled  Israel;  but  thou,  and  thy  father's 
house,  in  that  ye  have  forsaken  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  thou  hast  followed  Baalim.  '^  Now 
therefore  send,  a7id  gather  to  me  all  Israel  unto  mount 
Carmel,  and  the  prophets  of  Baal  four  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  the  prophets  of  the  groves  four  hundred, 
which  eat  at  Jezebel's  table.  '°So  Ahab  sent  unto 
all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  gathered  the  prophets 
together  unto  mount  Carmel. 

"And  Elijah  came  unto  all  the  people,  and  said, 
How  long  halt  ye  between  two  *  opinions?  if  or,tkongkfs. 
the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him :  but  if  Baal,  then  follow 
him.    And  the  people  answered  him  not  a  word. 

"Then  said  Elijah  unto  the  people,  I,  eve?i  I  only, 
remain  a  prophet  of  the  Lord;  but  Baal's  prophets 
are  four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  '^Let  them  therefore 
give  us  two  bullocks ;  and  let  them  choose  one  bullock 
for  themselves,  and  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  lay  it  on  wood, 
and  put  no  fire  under:  and  I  will  dress  the  other 
bullock,  and  lay  it  on  wood,  and  put  no  fire  under: 
'"^and  call  ye  on  the  name  of  your  gods,  and  I  will  call 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  and  the  God  that  answer- 
eth  by  fire,  let  him  be  God.  And  all  the  people 
answered  and  said,  *It  is  well  spoken.  ^ts'.^Sl"'''*'^ 

''And  Elijah  said  unto  the  prophets  of  Baal,  Choose 
you  one  bullock  for  yourselves,  and  dress  it  first;  for 
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ye  are  many ;  and  call  on  the  name  of  your  gods,  but 
put  no  fire  under.  '^  And  they  took  the  bullock  which 
was  given  them,  and  they  dressed  zY,  and  called  on 
the  name  of  Baal  from  morning  even  until  noon, 
saying,  0  Baal,  *hear  us.  But  there  ivas  no  or,  answer. 
voice,    nor   any   that  *  answered.     And   they    or^heard. 

*  leaped  upon  the  altar  which  was  made.  downTtteZtZ^ 
'^And  it  came  to  pass  at  noon,  that  Elijah  mocked 
them,  and  said.  Cry  *  aloud:  for  he  is  a  god;  frfaiv^ce'! 
either  *he  is  talking,  or  he  *is  pursuing,  g^'b'laT/i^urLi. 
or  he  is  in  a  journey,  or  peradventure  he  sleepeth, 
and  must  be  awaked.  '^And  they  cried  aloud,  and 
cut  themselves  after  their  manner  with  knives  and 
lancets,  till  the  *  blood  gushed  out  upon  ^^Lit^f^Tw"' 
them.  '^And  it  came  to  pass  when  midday  was 
past,    and    they    prophesied    until    the    time    of   the 

*  offering  of  the  evening  sacrifice,  that  there  Heb.  a^ccnc?^. 
was  neither  voice,  nor  any  to  answer,  nor  any  *that 
resrarded.  B.eb.  attention. 

^°And  Elijah  said  unto  all  the  people.  Come  near 
unto  me.  And  all  the  people  came  near  unto  him. 
And  he  repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord  that  was 
broken  down.  ^'And  Elijah  took  twelve  stones,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of 
Jacob,  unto  whom  the  word  of  the  Lord  came,  say- 
ing, Israel  shall  be  thy  name:  ^'and  with  the  stones 
he  built  an  altar  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  and  he 
made  a  trench  about  the  altar,  as  great  as  would  con- 
tain two  measures  of  seed.  ^^And  he  ]mt  the  wood 
in  order,  and  cut  the  bullock  in  pieces,  and  laid  him 
on  the  wood,  and  said,  Eill  four  barrels  with  water, 
and  pour  it  on  the  burnt  sacrifice,  and  on  the  Avood. 
^"^And  he  said,  Do  it  the  second  time.  And  they  did 
it  the  second  time.  And  he  said.  Do  it  the  third 
time.     And  they  did  it  the  third  time.     ^^And  the 
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water  *ran  round  about  the  altar;  and  he  filled  B:eh.tcenf. 
the  trench  also  with  water. 

^^And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  oifering 
of  the  eveiiing  sacrifice,  that  Elijah  the  prophet  came 
near,  and  said,  Loed  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of 
Israel,  let  it  be  kno^vn  this  day  that  thou  art  God 
in  Israel,  and  that  I  am  thy  servant,  and  that  I  have 
done  all  these  things  at  thy  word.  ^^Hear  me,  0  Lord, 
hear  me,  that  this  people  may  know  that  thou  art  the 
Lord  God,  and  that  thou  hast  turned  their  heart  back 
again.  ^^  Then  the  fire  of  the  Lord  fell,  and  consumed 
the  burnt  sacrifice,  and  the  wood,  and  the  stones,  and 
the  dust,  and  licked  up  the  water  that  was  in  the 
trench. 

^^  And  when  all  the  people  saw  it^  they  fell  on  their 
faces:  and  they  said.  The  Lord,  he  is  the  God;  the 
Lord,  he  is  the  God.  "^^And  Elijah  said  unto  them, 
*Take  the  prophets  of  Baal;  let  none  one  of  ^\f^r" 
them  escape.  And  they  took  them  :  and  Elijah 
brought  them  down  to  the  brook  Kishon,  and  slew 
them  there. 

'^'  And  Elijah  said  unto  Ahab,  Get  thee  up,  eat  and 
drink;  for  there  is  *a  sound  of  abundance  of  ^,^'";Ttl^f" 
rain.  ^'  So  Ahab  went  up  to  eat  and  to  drink.  And 
Elijah  went  up  to  the  top  of  Carmel;  and  he  cast 
himself  down  upon  the  earth,  and  put  his  face  betAveen 
his  knees,  "^^ancl  said  to  his  servant,  Go  up  now,  look 
toward  the  sea.  And  he  went  up,  and  looked,  and 
said.  There  is  nothing.  And  he  said.  Go  again  seven 
times.  ^^And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seventh  time,  that 
he  said,  Behold,  there  ariseth  a  little  cloud  out  of  the 
sea,  like  a  man's  hand.  And  he  said.  Go  up,  say  unto 
Ahab,  *  Prepare  thy  chariot^  and  get  thee  down,  ^f^mnl 
that  the  rain  stop  thee  not.  '^^And  it  came  to  pass  in 
the  mean  while,  that  the  heaven  was  black  with  clouds 
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and  wind,  and  there  was  a  great  rain.  And  Ahab 
rode,  and  went  to  Jezreel.  ''^And  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  on  Ehjah;  and  he  girded  up  his  loins, 
and  ran  before  Ahab  *to  the  entrance  of  ^'VjlirS.'""" 
Jezreel. 

XIX.  And  Ahab  told  Jezebel  all  that  Elijah  had 
done,  and  withal  how  he  had  slain  all  the  prophets 
with  the  sword.  ''  Then  Jezebel  sent  a  messenofer 
unto  Elijah,  saying.  So  let  the  gods  do  to  me^  and 
more  also,  if  I  make  not  thy  life  as  the  life  of  one  of 
them  by  to  morrow  about  this  time.  ^  And  when  he 
saw  that^  he  arose,  and  went  for  his  life,  and  came  to 
Beer-sheba,  which  helongeth  to  Judah,  and  left  his 
servant  there. 

^But  he  himself  went  a  day's  journey  into  the  wil- 
derness, and  came  and  sat  down  under  a  juniper  tree : 
and  he  requested  *for  himself  that  he  might  ^t\>?r 
die ;  and  said.  It  is  enough ;  now,  0  Lord,  take  away 
my  life ;  for  I  am  not  better  than  my  fathers.  ^  And 
as  he  lay  and  slept  under  a  juniper  tree,  behold,  then 
an  angel  touched  him,  and  said  unto  him.  Arise  and 
eat.  ^And  he  looked,  and,  behold,  there  was  a  cake 
baken  on  the  coals,  and  a  cruse  of  water  at  his 
*head.  And  he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  laid  B.eh.iohter. 
him  down  again.  'And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came 
again  the  second  time,  and  touched  him,  and  said, 
Arise  and  eat;  because  the  journey  is  too  great  for 
thee.  ^And  he  arose,  and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  went 
in  the  strength  of  that  meat  forty  days  and  forty 
nights  unto  Horeb  the  mount  of  God. 

^And  he  came  thither  unto  a  cave,  and  lodged 
there;  and,  behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
him,  and  he  said  unto  him,  What  doest  thou  here, 
Elijah?  '°And  he  said,  I  have  been  very  jealous  for 
the  Lord  God  of  hosts:   for  the  children  of  Israel 
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have  forsaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars, 
and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the  sword;  and  I,  even 
I  only,  am  left;  and  they  seek  my  life,  to  take  it 
away.  "And  he  said,  Go  forth,  and  stand  upon  the 
mount  before  the  Lord.  And,  behold,  the  Lord 
passed  by,  and  a  great  and  strong  wind  rent  the 
mountains,  and  brake  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the 
Lord  ;  hut  the  Lord  ivas  not  in  the  wind :  and  after 
the  wind  an  earthquake ;  but  the  Lord  icas  not  in  the 
earthquake:  ''and  after  the  earthquake  a  fire;  hut  the 
Lord  was  not  in  the  fire:  and  after  the  fire  a  still 
small  voice.  '^And  it  was  so^  when  Elijah  heard  z7, 
that  he  wrapped  his  face  in  his  mantle,  and  went  out, 
and  stood  in  the  entering  in  of  the  cave.  And,  behold, 
thei^e  came  a  voice  unto  him,  and  said.  What  doest 
thou  here,  Elijah?  ''^And  he  said,  I  have  been  very 
jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of  hosts ;  because  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  covenant,  thrown 
down  thine  altars,  and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the 
sword:  and  I,  eveji  I  only,  am  left;  and  they  seek 
my  life,  to  take  it  away.  '^And  the  Lord  said  unto 
him.  Go,  return  on  thy  way  to  the  wilderness  of 
Damascus:  and  when  thou  coniest,  anoint  Hazael  to 
he  king  over  Syria:  '^and  Jehu  the  son  of  Mmshi 
shalt  thou  anoint  to  he  king  over  Israel;  and  Elisha 
the  son  of  Shaphat,  of  Abel-meholah,  shalt  thou  anoint 
to  he  prophet  in  thy  room.  '^And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
that  him  that  escapeth  the  sword  of  Hazael  shall  Jehu 
slay ;  and  him  that  escapeth  from  the  sword  of  Jehu 
shall  Ehsha  slay.  ''Yet  *I  have  left  me  seven  °^/J,f^ 
thousand  in  Israel,  all  the  knees  which  have  not  bowed 
unto  Baal,  and  every  mouth  which  hath  not  kissed 
him. 

'^So  he  departed  thence,  and  found  Ehsha  the  son 
of  Shaphat,  who  was  plowing  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen 
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before  him,  and  he  with  the  twelfth:  and  Elijah 
passed  by  him,  and  cast  his  mantle  upon  him.  '°And 
he  left  the  oxen,  and  ran  after  Elijah,  and  said,  Let 
me,  I  pray  thee,  kiss  my  father  and  my  mother,  and 
then  I  will  follow  thee.  And  he  said  unto  him, 
*  Go  back  again :  for  what  have  I  done  to  Heb.  go,  retum. 
thee  ?  *'  And  he  returned  back  from  him,  and  took  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  slew  them,  and  boiled  their  flesh 
with  the  instruments  of  the  oxen,  and  gave  unto  the 
people,  and  they  did  eat.  Then  he  arose,  and  went 
after  Elijah,  and  ministered  unto  him. 

XX.  And  Ben-hadad  the  king  of  Syria  gathered 
all  his  host  together:  and  there  were  thirty  and  two 
kings  with  him,  and  horses,  and  chariots:  and  he 
went  up  and  besieged  Samaria,  and  warred  against  it. 
""And  he  sent  messengers  to  Ahab  king  of  Israel  into 
the  city,  and  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  Ben-hadad, 
^  Thy  silver  and  thy  gold  is  mine;  thy  wives  also  and 
thy  children,  even  the  goodliest,  are  mine.  ^And  the 
king  of  Israel  answered  and  said,  My  lord,  0  king, 
according  to  thy  saying,  I  wni  thine,  and  all  that  I 
have. 

^And  the  messengers  came  again,  and  said.  Thus 
speaketh  Ben-hadad,  saying.  Although  I  have  sent  unto 
thee,  saying.  Thou  shalt  deliver  me  thy  silver,  and 
thy  gold,  and  thy  wives,  and  thy  children ;  '  yet  I  will 
send  my  servants  unto  thee  to  morrow  about  this 
time,  and  they  shall  search  thine  house,  and  the 
houses  of  thy  servants;  and  it  shall  be,  that  what- 
soever is  *  pleasant  in  thine  eyes,  they  shall  B.eh.  dem-aue. 
put  it  in  their  hand,  and  take  it  away.  ^  Then  the 
king  of  Israel  called  all  the  elders  of  the  land,  and 
said,  Mark,  I  pray  you,  and  see  how  this  mail  seeketh 
mischief:  for  he  sent  unto  me  for  my  wives,  and  for 
my  cliildren,  and  for  my  silver,  and  for  my  gold,  and 
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*I  denied  him  not.  'And  all  the  elders  and  faX'/romltm. 
all  the  people  said  unto  him,  Hearken  not  imto  him^ 
nor  consent.  ^Wherefore  he  said  unto  the  messengers 
of  Ben-hadad,  Tell  my  lord  the  king,  All  that  thou 
didst  send  for  to  thy  servant  at  the  first  I  will  do: 
but  this  thing  I  may  not  do.  And  the  messengers 
departed,  and  brought  him  word  again. 

'°And  Ben-hadad  sent  unto  him,  and  said,  The 
gods  do  so  unto  me,  and  more  also,  if  the  dust  of 
Samaria  shall  suffice  for  handfuls  for  all  the  people 
that  *  follow  me.  "And  the  king  of  Israel  ^tyfe!t^ 
answered  and  said.  Tell  liim^  Let  not  him  that  girdeth 
on  his  harness  boast  himself  as  he  that  putteth  it  ofi*. 
'"And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ben-hadad  heard  this 
*  message,  as  he  was  drinking,  he  and  the  kings  B.eb.word. 
in  the  *  pavilions,  that  he  said  unto  his  servants,  ot.tenu. 
*Set  yourselves  in  array.  And  they  set  ^uef^'liid^tTiy 
themselves  in  array  against  the  city.  />zacei  engines. 

'^And,  behold,  there  *came  a  prophet  ^^h.  a^proacud. 
unto  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  saying,  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
Hast  thou  seen  all  this  great  multitude?  behold,  I 
will  deliver  it  into  thine  hand  this  day;  and  thou 
shalt  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  ''^Ancl  Ahab  said, 
By  whom?  And  he  said.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Even 
by  the  *  young  men  of  the  princes  of  the  pro-  ov,»ervanu. 
vinces.  Then  he  said.  Who  shall  *  order  the  ^SiS!^* 
battle?     And  he  answered.  Thou. 

'^  Then  he  numbered  the  young  men  of  the  princes 
of  the  provinces,  and  they  were  two  hundred  and 
thirty  two:  and  after  them  he  numbered  all  the 
people,  even  all  the  children  of  Israel,  being  seven 
thousand.  '^And  they  went  out  at  noon.  But  Ben- 
hadad  ivas  drinking  himself  drunk  in  the  pavilions,  he 
and  the  kings,  the  thirty  and  two  kings  that  helped 
him.     '^And  the   young  men  of  the  princes  of  the 
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provinces  went  out  first;  and  Ben-hadad  sent  out, 
and  they  told  him,  saying.  There  are  men  come  out 
of  Samaria.  '^And  he  said,  Whether  they  be  come 
out  for  peace,  take  them  alive ;  or  whether  they  be 
come  out  for  war,  take  them  alive.  '^  So  these  young 
men  of  the  princes  of  the  provinces  came  out  of  the 
city,  and  the  army  which  followed  them.  *°  And  they 
slew  every  one  his  man:  and  the  Syrians  fled;  and 
Israel  pursued  them :  and  Ben-hadad  the  king  of 
Syria  escaped  on  an  horse  with  the  horsemen.  "  And 
the  king  of  Israel  went  out,  and  smote  the  horses  and 
chariots,  and  slew  the  Syrians  with  a  great  slaughter. 

^'And  the  prophet  came  to  the  king  of  Israel,  and 
said  unto  him.  Go,  strengthen  thyself,  and  mark,  and 
see  what  thou  doest :  for  at  the  return  of  the  year  the 
king  of  Syria  will  come  up  against  thee. 

''^And  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Syria  said  unto 
him.  Their  gods  ai^e  gods  of  the  hills;  therefore  they 
were  stronger  than  we :  but  let  us  fight  against  them 
in  the  plain,  and  surely  we  shall  be  stronger  than 
they.  ""^And  do  this  thing.  Take  the  kings  away, 
every  man  out  of  his  place,  and  put  captains  in  their 
rooms :  ^^  and  number  thee  an  army,  like  the  army 
*that  thou  hast  lost,  horse  for  horse,  and  cha-  ^^^JLl"'"' 
riot  for  chariot :  and  we  will  fight  against  them  in  the 
plain,  and  surely  we  shall  be  stronger  than  they.  And 
he  hearkened  unto  their  voice,  and  did  so.  *^And  it 
came  to  pass  at  the  return  of  the  year,  that  Ben- 
hadad  numbered  the  Syrians,  and  went  up  to  Aphek, 
*to  fight  against  Israel.  ''And  the  children  ^S^/jw""* 
of  Israel  were  numbered,  and  *were  all  present,  ^Zllaiul 
and  went  against  them:  and  the  children  of  Israel 
pitched  before  them  like  two  little  flocks  of  kids ;  but 
the  Syrians  filled  the  country. 

'^And  there  came  a  man  of  God,  and  spake  unto  the 
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king  of  Israel,  and  said,  Thus  saitli  the  Lord,  Because 
the  Syrians  have  said.  The  Lord  is  God  of  the  hills, 
but  he  is  not  God  of  the  valleys,  therefore  will  I  de- 
liver all  this  great  multitude  into  thine  hand,  and  ye 
shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord. 

''^And  they  pitched  one  over  against  the  other  seven 
days.  And  so  it  was,  that  in  the  seventh  day  the  bat- 
tle was  joined :  and  the  children  of  Israel  slew  of  the 
Syrians  an  hundred  thousand  footmen  in  one  day. 
^°But  the  rest  fled  to  Aphek,  into  the  city;  and  tliei^e 
a  wall  fell  upon  twenty  and  seven  thousand  of  the  men 
that  were  left. 

And  Ben-hadad  fled,  and  came  into  the  city,  *into 
an  inner  chamber.  ^'And  his  servants  said  ?J'/amber^''Reh. 
unto  him.  Behold  now,  we  have  heard  that  ^i/at£^ 
the  kings  of  the  house  of  Israel  are  merciful  kings :  let 
us,  I  pray  thee,  put  sackcloth  on  our  loins,  and  ropes 
upon  our  heads,  and  go  out  to  the  king  of  Israel :  per- 
adventure  he  will  save  thy  life.  ^'  So  they  girded  sack- 
cloth on  their  loins,  and  put  ropes  on  their  heads,  and 
came  to  the  king  of  Israel,  and  said.  Thy  servant  Ben- 
hadad  saith,  I  pray  thee,  let  me  live.  And  he  said.  Is 
he  yet  alive  ?  he  is  my  brother.  ^^  Now  the  men  did 
diligently  observe  whether  a?iy  thing  icoulcl  come  from 
him,  and  did  hastily  catch  it:  and  they  said,  Thy 
brother  Ben-hadad.  Then  he  said.  Go  ye,  bring  him. 
Then  Ben-hadad  came  forth  to  him;  and  he  caused 
him  to  come  up  into  the  chariot.  ^'^And  Ben-hadad  said 
unto  him.  The  cities,  which  my  father  took  from  thy 
father,  I  will  restore ;  and  thou  shalt  make  streets  for 
thee  in  Damascus,  as  my  father  made  in  Samaria. 
Then  said  Ahah^  I  will  send  thee  away  with  this  cove- 
nant. So  he  made  a  covenant  with  him,  and  sent  him 
away. 

^^And  a  certain  man  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets 
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said  unto  his  neighbour  in  the  word  of  the   Lord, 
Smite  me,  I  pray  thee.    And  the  man  refused  to  smite 
him.    ^^  Then  said  he  unto  him,  Because  thou  hast  not 
obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  behold,  as  soon  as  thou 
art  departed  from  me,  a  lion  shall  slay  thee.     And  as 
soon  as  he  was  departed  from  him,  a  lion  found  him, 
and  slew  him.     "  Then  he  found  another  man,  and 
said,   Smite  me,  I  pray  thee.     And  the  man  smote 
him,  *so  that  in  smiting  he  wounded  him.  cSdtoundfng. 
^^  So  the  prophet  departed,  and  waited  for  the  king  by 
the  way,  and  disguised  himself  with  ashes  upon  his 
face.     ^^And  as  the  king  passed  by,  he  cried  unto  the 
king:    and  he  said.  Thy  servant  went  out  into  the 
midst  of  the  battle ;  and,  behold,  a  man  turned  aside, 
and  brought  a  man  unto  me,  and  said.  Keep  this  man ; 
if  by  any  means  he  be  missing,  then  shall  thy  life  be 
for  his  life,  or  else  thou  shalt  *pay  a  talent  of  Heb.  weigh. 
silver.    ^°And  as  thy  servant  was  busy  here  and  there, 
*he  was  gone.     And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  ^^s'not, 
him.  So  shall  thy  judgment  be;  thyself  hast  decided  it 
*'And  he  hasted,  and  took  the  ashes  away  from  his 
face ;  and  the  king  of  Israel  discerned  him  that  he  was 
of  the  prophets.     ^'  And  he  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  Because  thou  hast  let  go  out  of  thy  hand  a 
man  whom  I  appointed  to  utter  destruction,  therefore 
thy  life  shall  go  for  his  life,  and  thy  people  for  his 
people.     "^^And  the  king  of  Israel  went  to  his  house 
heavy  and  displeased,  and  came  to  Samaria. 

XXI.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that 
Naboth  the  Jezreelite  had  a  vineyard,  which  ivas  in 
Jezreel,  hard  by  the  palace  of  Ahab  king  of  Samaria. 
*And  Ahab  spake  unto  Naboth,  saying.  Give  me  thy 
vineyard,  that  I  may  have  it  for  a  garden  of  herbs, 
because  it  is  near  unto  my  house :  and  I  will  give  thee 
for  it  a  better  vineyard  than  it;  (>r,  if  it  *seem  Z%n!eyes. 
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good  to  thee,  I  will  give  thee  the  worth  of  it  in  money. 
^And  Xaboth  said  to  Ahab,  The  Lord  forbid  it  me, 
that  I  should  give  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers  unto 
thee. 

"^And  Ahab  came  into  his  house  heavy  and  displeased 
because  of  the  word  which  Xaboth  the  Jezreelite  had 
spoken  to  him ;  for  he  had  said,  I  will  not  give  thee 
the  inheritance  of  my  fathers.  And  he  laid  him  down 
upon  his  bed,  and  turned  away  his  face,  and  would 
eat  no  bread. 

^  But  Jezebel  his  wife  came  to  him,  and  said  unto 
him,  AVhy  is  thy  spirit  so  sad,  that  thou  eatest  no 
bread?  ^And  he  said  unto  her,  Because  I  spake  unto 
Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  and  said  unto  him.  Give  me 
thy  vineyard  for  money ;  or  else,  if  it  please  thee,  I 
will  give  thee  another  vineyard  for  it :  and  he  an- 
swered, I  will  not  give  thee  my  vineyard. 

^And  Jezebel  his  wife  said  unto  him,  Dost  thou  now 
govern  the  kingdom  of  Israel?  arise,  and  eat  bread, 
and  let  thine  heart  be  merry:  I  will  give  thee  the 
vineyard  of  Xaboth  the  Jezreelite.  ^So  she  wrote 
letters  in  Ahab's  name,  and  sealed  them  with  his  seal, 
and  sent  the  letters  unto  the  elders  and  to  the  nobles 
that  icere  in  his  city,  dwelling  with  Naboth.  ^  And  she 
wrote  in  the  letters,  saying.  Proclaim  a  fast,  and  set 
Naboth  *on  high  among  the  people :  '°and  set  ^oft}!e\%uf 
two  men,  sons  of  Belial,  before  him,  to  bear  witness 
against  him,  saying.  Thou  didst  blaspheme  God  and 
the  king.  And  then  carry  him  out,  and  stone  him, 
that  he  may  die. 

''And  the  men  of  his  city,  even  the  elders  and  the 
nobles  who  were  the  inhabitants  in  his  city,  did  as 
Jezebel  had  sent  unto  them,  and  as  it  was  written  in 
the  letters  which  she  had  sent  unto  them.  '"They 
proclaimed  a  fast,  and  set  Naboth  on  high  among  the 
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people.  '^And  there  came  in  two  men,  children  of 
Belial,  and  sat  before  him:  and  the  men  of  Belial 
witnessed  against  him,  even  against  Naboth,  in  the 
presence  of  the  people,  saying,  Naboth  did  blaspheme 
God  and  the  king.  Then  they  carried  him  forth  out 
of  the  city,  and  stoned  him  with  stones,  that  he  died. 
''^Then  they  sent  to  Jezebel,  saying,  Naboth  is  stoned, 
and  is  dead. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jezebel  heard  that 
Naboth  was  stoned,  and  Avas  dead,  that  Jezebel  said  to 
Ahab,  Arise,  take  possession  of  the  vineyard  of  Naboth 
the  Jezreelite,  which  he  refused  to  give  thee  for  money : 
for  Naboth  is  not  alive,  but  dead.  '^And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  Ahab  heard  that  Naboth  was  dead,  that 
Ahab  rose  up  to  go  down  to  the  vineyard  of  Naboth 
the  Jezreelite,  to  take  possession  of  it. 

'^And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  the 
Tishbite,  saying,  '^  Arise,  go  down  to  meet  Ahab  king 
of  Israel,  which  is  in  Samaria:  behold,  he  is  in  the 
vineyard  of  Naboth,  whither  he  is  gone  down  to  pos- 
sess it.  '^And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  him,  saying. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Hast  thou  killed,  and  also  taken 
possession?  And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  him,  saying. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  In  the  place  where  dogs  licked 
the  blood  of  Naboth  shall  dogs  lick  thy  blood,  even 
thine. 

''^And  Ahab  said  to  Elijah,  Hast  thou  found  me,  0 
mine  enemy?  And  he  answered,  I  have  found  thee: 
because  thou  hast  sold  thyself  to  work  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord.  *'  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  thee, 
and  will  take  away  thy  posterity,  and  will  cut  off  from 
Ahab  him  that  pisseth  against  the  wall,  and  him  that 
is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel,  "and  will  make  thine 
house  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat, 
and  like  the  house  of  Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah,  for 
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the  provocation  wherewith  thou  hast  provoked  me  to 
anger,  and  made  Israel  to  sin.  '^  And  of  Jezebel  also 
spake  the  Lord,  saying.  The  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel 
by  the  *wall  of  Jezreel.  ^'^Him  that  dieth  of  or,  duch. 
Ahab  in  the  city  the  dogs  shall  eat;  and  him  that 
dieth  in  the  field  shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat. 

'^  But  there  was  none  like  unto  Ahab,  which  did 
sell  himself  to>  work  wickedness  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  whom  Jezebel  his  wife  *  stirred  up.  ot,  incited. 
^^  And  he  did  very  abominably  in  following  idols,  ac- 
cording to  all  things  as  did  the  Amorites,  whom  the 
Lord  cast  out  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

^^And  it  came  to  pass,,  when  Ahab  heard  those 
words,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sackcloth 
upon  his  flesh,  and  fasted,  and  lay  in  sackcloth,  and 
went  softly.  '^And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
Elijah  the  Tishbite,  sajdng,  ^^  Seest  thou  how  Ahab 
humbleth  himself  before  me?  because  he  humbleth 
himself  before  me,  I  will  not  bring  the  evil  in  his 
days :  but  in  his  son's  days  will  I  bring  the  evil  upon 
his  house. 

XXII.  And  they  continued  three  years  without 
war  between  Syria  and  Israel.  'And  it  came  to  pass 
in  the  third  year,  that  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah 
came  down  to  the  king  of  Israel.  ^And  the  king  of 
Israel  said  unto  his  servants.  Know  ye  that  Ramoth 
in  Gilead  is  our's,  and  we  be  *  still,  a7id  take  ^"^atu'glt"' 
it  not  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria  ?  ^  And  he 
said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  Wilt  thou  go  with  me  to  battle 
to  Ramoth-gilead  ?  And  Jehoshaphat  said  to  the  king 
of  Israel,  I  am  as  thou  art^  my  people  as  thy  people, 
my  horses  as  thy  horses. 

^And  Jehoshaphat  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel, 
Enquire,  I  pray  thee,  at  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  day. 
^  Then  the  kmg  of  Israel  gathered  the  proj^hets  toge- 
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ther,  about  four  hundred  men,  and  said  unto  them, 
Shall  I  go  against  Ramoth-gilead  to  battle,  or  shall 
I  forbear  ?  And  they  said,  Go  up ;  for  the  Lord  shall 
deliver  it  into  the  hand  of  the  king. 

^And  Jehoshaphat  said.  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet 
of  the  Lord  besides,  that  we  might  enquire  of  him? 
^And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  There 
is  yet  one  man,  Micaiah  the  son  of  Imlah,  by  whom 
we  may  enquire  of  the  Lord  :  but  I  hate  him ;  for  he 
doth  not  prophesy  good  concerning  me,  but  evil.  And 
Jehoshaphat  said,  Let  not  the  king  say  so. 

^  Then  the  king  of  Israel  called  an  *  officer,  ov,  eunuch. 
and  said.  Hasten  hither  Micaiah  the  son  of  Imlah. 
'""And  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of 
Judah  sat  each  on  his  throne,  having  put  on  their 
robes,  in  a  *void  place  in  the  entrance  of  the  Heb.^or. 
gate  of  Samaria;  and  all  the  prophets  prophesied 
before  them.  "And  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah 
made  him  horns  of  iron :  and  he  said.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  With  these  shalt  thou  push  the  Syrians,  until 
thou  have  consumed  them.  '''And  all  the  prophets 
prophesied  so,  saying,  Go  up  to  Eamoth-gilead,  and 
prosper :  for  the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into  the  king's 
hand. 

'^  And  the  messenger  that  was  gone  to  call  Micaiah 
spake  unto  him,  saying.  Behold  now,  the  words  of  the 
prophets  declai^e  good  unto  the  king  with  one  mouth : 
let  thy  word,  I  pray  thee,  be  like  the  word  of  one  of 
them,  and  speak  that  which  is  good.  '"^And  Micaiah 
said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  what  the  Lord  saith  unto 
me,  that  will  I  speak.     '^So  he  came  to  the  king. 

And  the  king  said  unto  him,  Micaiah,  shall  we  go 
against  Ramoth-gilead  to  battle,  or  shall  we  forbear? 
And  he  answered  him.  Go,  and  prosper :  for  the  Lord 
shall  deliver  it  into  the  hand  of  the  kin<]^.     '^  And  the 
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king  said  unto  him,  How  many  times  shall  I  adjure 
thee  that  thou  tell  me  nothing  but  that  which  is  true 
in  the  name  of  the  Lokd?  '^And  he  said,  I  saw  all 
Israel  scattered  upon  the  hills,  as  sheep  that  have  not 
a  shepherd :  and  the  Lord  said.  These  have  no  master : 
let  them  return  every  man  to  his  house  in  peace. 

'^And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat, 
Did  I  not  tell  thee  that  he  would  prophesy  no  good 
concerning  me,  but  evil? 

'^And  he  said.  Hear  thou  therefore  the  word  of  the 
Lord  :  I  saw  the  Lord  sitting  on  his  throne,  and  all 
the  host  of  heaven  standing  by  him  on  his  right  hand 
and  on  his  left.  """And  the  Lord  said.  Who  shall 
*  persuade  Ahab,  that  he  may  go  up  and  fall  at  ov,  deceive. 
Ramoth-gilead  ?  And  one  said  on  this  manner,  and 
another  said  on  that  manner.  "And  there  came  forth 
a  spirit  and  stood  before  the  Lord,  and  said,  I  will 
persuade  him.  "And  the  Lord  said  unto  him.  Where- 
with? And  he  said,  I  will  go  forth,  and  I  will  be  a 
Ijdng  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets.  And  he 
said,  Thou  shalt  persuade  him^  and  prevail  also:  go 
forth,  and  do  so.  ^^  Now  therefore,  behold,  the  Lord 
hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  these  thy 
prophets,  and  the  Lord  hath  spoken  evil  concerning 
thee. 

^''  But  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah  went  near, 
and  smote  Micaiah  on  the  cheek,  and  said,  Which  way 
went  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  from  me  to  speak  unto 
thee?  '^And  Micaiah  said,  Behold,  thou  shalt  see  in 
that  day,  when  thou  shalt  go  *into  an  inner  Z'£Zf"AlZ 
chamber  to  hide  thyself.  ^..t?:?'  "  " 

^^And  the  king  of  Israel  said.  Take  Micaiah,  and 
carry  him  back  unto  Amon  the  governor  of  the  city, 
and  to  Joash  the  king's  son;  ^^and  say.  Thus  saith 
the  king.  Put  this  fellow  in  the  prison,  and  feed  him 
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with  bread  of  affliction  and  Avith  water  of  affliction, 
until  I  come  in  peace.  ''^And  Micaiah  said,  If  thou 
return  at  all  in  peace,  the  Lord  hath  not  spoken  by 
me.  And  he  said,  Hearken,  0  people,  every  one  of 
you. 

*'  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of 
Judah  went  up  to  Ramoth-gilead.  ^°And  the  king  of 
Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  *  I  will  disguise  fj'dlslZJ'eTim- 
myself,  and  enter  into  the  battle ;  but  put  tdoaeLuiT 
thou  on  thy  robes.  And  the  king  of  Israel  disguised 
himself,  and  went  into  the  battle.  ^'  But  the  king  of 
Syria  commanded  his  thirty  and  two  captains  that  had 
rule  over  his  chariots,  saying.  Fight  neitlier  with  small 
nor  great,  save  only  with  the  king  of  Israel.  ^'And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  saw 
Jehoshaphat,  that  they  said.  Surely  it  is  the  king  of 
Israel.  And  they  turned  aside  to  fight  against  him; 
and  Jehoshaphat  cried  out.  ^^And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  perceived  that  it  was 
not  the  king  of  Israel,  that  they  turned  back  from 
pursuing  him. 

^'^And  a  certain  man  drew  a  bow  *at  a  ven-  ^i^pucity' 
ture,  and  smote  the  king  of  Israel  between  the  *  joints 
of  the  harness :  wherefore  he  said  unto  the  fhfbieaZSt 
driver  of  his  chariot.  Turn  thine  hand,  and  carry  me 
out  of  the  host;  for  I  am  *  wounded.  ^^And  'B.eh.madeskh. 
the  battle  *  increased  that  day;  and  the  king  Heb.  ascended. 
was  stayed  up  in  his  chariot  against  the  Syrians,  and 
died  at  even  :  and  the  blood  ran  out  of  the  wound 
into  the  *  midst  of  the  chariot.  ^^And  there  Heb.  jo«om. 
went  a  proclamation  throughout  the  host  about  the 
going  down  of  the  sun,  saying.  Every  man  to  his  city, 
and  every  man  to  his  own  country.  ^^  So  the  king 
died,  and  *was  brought  to  Samaria;  and  they  Heb. came. 
buried  the  king  in  Samaria.     ^^And  one  washed  the 
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chariot  in  the  pool  of  Samaria:  and  the  dogs  licked 
up  his  blood ;  and  they  washed  his  armour ;  according 
unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  spake. 

^^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ahab,  and  all  that  he 
did,  and  the  ivory  house  which  he  made,  and  all  the 
cities  that  he  built,  ai^e  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel?  "^  So  Ahab 
slept  mth  his  fathers;  and  Ahaziah  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

'^'And  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Asa  began  to  reign 
over  Judah  in  the  fourth  year  of  Ahab  king  of  Israel. 
*'  Jehoshaphat  was  thirty  and  five  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign ;  and  he  reigned  twenty  and  five  years 
in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was  Azubah 
the  daughter  of  Shilhi.  '^^And  he  walked  in  all  the 
ways  of  Asa  his  father;  he  turned  not  aside  from  it, 
doing  that  which  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  : 
nevertheless  the  high  places  were  not  taken  away ;  for 
the  people  oifered  and  burnt  incense  yet  in  the  high 
places.  '^'^  And  Jehoshaphat  made  peace  with  the  king 
of  Israel. 

^^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoshaphat,  and  his 
might  that  he  shewed,  and  how  he  warred,  ai^e  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 
of  Judah?  '^^  And  the  remnant  of  the  sodomites  which 
remained  in  the  days  of  his  father  Asa,  he  took  out 
of  the  land. 

*^  There  was  then  no  king  in  Edom :  a  deputy  ii-as 
king.  '' Jehoshaphat  *made  ships  of  Tharshish  ^^Jijf '" 
to  go  to  Ophir  for  gold :  but  they  went  not ;  for  the 
ships  were  broken  at  Ezion-geber.  ^^  Then  said  Aha- 
ziah the  son  of  Ahab  unto  Jehoshaphat,  Let  my 
servants  go  with  thy  servants  in  the  ships.  But 
Jehoshaphat  would  not. 

^°And  Jehoshaphat  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was 


76  1    KINGS,    XXII. 

buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  his  father : 
and  Jehoram  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

^'Ahaziah  the  son  of  Ahab  began  to  reign  over 
Israel  in  Samaria  the  seventeenth  year  of  Jehoshaphat 
king  of  Judah,  and  reigned  two  years  over  Israel. 
^'And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
walked  in  the  way  of  his  father,  and  in  the  way  of 
his  mother,  and  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin :  "  for  he  served  Baal, 
and  worshipped  him,  and  provoked  to  anger  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  according  to  all  that  his  father  had 
done. 


II.    KINGS. 


I.  Then  Moab  rebelled  against  Israel  after  the  death 
of  Ahab.  ''And  Ahaziah  fell  down  through  a  lattice 
in  his  upper  chamber  that  was  in  Samaria,  and  was 
sick:  and  he  sent  messengers,  and  said  unto  them, 
Go,  enquire  of  Baal-zebub  the  god  of  Ekron  whether 
I  shall  recover  of  this  disease.  ^  But  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  said  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  Arise,  go  up  to 
meet  the  messengers  of  the  king  of  Samaria,  and  say 
unto  them.  Is  it  not  because  there  is  not  a  God  m 
Israel,  that  ye  go  to  enquire  of  Baal-zebub  the  god  of 
Ekron?  ""  Now  therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  *Thou 
shalt  not  come  down  from  that  bed  on  fhtr'tZ an  gofe 
which  thou  art  gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  Se't^f/it. 
die.     And  Elijah  departed. 

^And  when  the  messengers  turned  back  unto  him, 
he  said  unto  them.  Why  are  ye  now  turned  back? 
^And  they  said  unto  him.  There  came  a  man  up  to 
meet  us,  and  said  unto  us,  Go,  turn  again  unto  the 
king  that  sent  you,  and  say  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  Is  it  not  because  there  is  not  a  God  in  Israel, 
that  thou  sendest  to  enquire  of  Baal-zebub  the  god  of 
Ekron  ?  therefore  thou  shalt  not  come  down  from  that 
bed  on  which  thou  art  gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  die. 
'And  he  said  unto  them,  *What  manner  S«e^/lrit? 
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of  man  was  he  which  came  up  to  meet  you,  and  told 
you  these  words?  ^And  they  answered  him,  He  was 
an  hairy  man,  and  girt  with  a  girdle  of  leather  about 
his  loins.     And  he  said.  It  is  Elijah  the  Tishbite. 

^  Then  the  king  sent  unto  him  a  captain  of  fifty 
with  his  fifty.  And  he  went  up  to  him :  and,  behold, 
he  sat  on  the  top  of  an  hill.  And  he  spake  unto  him, 
Thou  man  of  God,  the  king  hath  said.  Come  down. 
'°And  EHjah  answered  and  said  to  the  captain  of  fifty, 
If  1  be  a  man  of  God,  then  let  fire  come  down  from 
heaven,  and  consume  thee  and  thy  fifty.  And  there 
came  down  fire  from  heaven,  and  consumed  him  and 
his  fifty.  "Again  also  he  sent  unto  him  another  cap- 
tain of  fifty  with  his  fifty.  And  he  answered  and  said 
unto  him,  0  man  of  God,  thus  hath  the  kmg  said. 
Come  down  quickly.  '*  And  Elijah  answered  and  said 
unto  them.  If  I  be  sl  man  of  God,  let  fire  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  consume  thee  and  thy  fifty.  And 
the  fire  of  God  came  down  from  heaven,  and  consumed 
him  and  his  fifty.  '^And  he  sent  again  a  captain  of 
the  third  fifty  with  his  fifty.  And  the  third  captain  of 
fifty  went  up,  and  came  and  *fell  on  his  knees  Heb.  bowed. 
before  Elijah,  and  besought  him,  and  said  unto  him, 
0  man  of  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  life,  and  the  life 
of  these  fifty  thy  servants,  be  precious  in  thy  sight. 
'^Behold,  there  came  fire  down  from  heaven,  and 
burnt  up  the  two  captains  of  the  former  fifties  with 
their  fifties :  therefore  let  my  life  now  be  precious  in 
thy  sight.  '^And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto 
Elijah,  Go  down  with  him :  be  not  afraid  of  him.  And 
he  arose,  and  went  down  with  him  unto  the  king. 

'^And  he  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
Forasmuch  as  thou  hast  sent  messengers  to  enquire  of 
Baal-zebub  the  god  of  Ekron,  is  it  not  because  thei^e 
is  no  God  in  Israel  to  enquire  of  his  word?  therefore 
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thou  shalt  not  come  down  oiF  that  bed  on  which  thou 
art  gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  die. 

'^  So  he  died  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord 
which  Elijah  had  spoken.  And  Jehoram  reigned  in 
his  stead  in  the  second  year  of  Jehoram  the  son  of 
Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah ;  because  he  had  no  son. 

'^Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ahaziah  which  he  did, 
are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of 
the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

II.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Lord  would 
take  up  Elijah  into  heaven  by  a  whirlwind,  that  Elijah 
went  with  Elisha  from  Gilgal.  ^And  Elijah  said  unto 
Elisha,  Tarry  here,  I  pray  thee;  for  the  Lord  hath 
sent  me  to  Beth -el.  And  Elisha  said  imto  him^  As 
the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not 
leave  thee.  So  they  went  down  to  Beth-el.  ^And 
the  sons  of  the  prophets  that  were  at  Beth -el  came 
forth  to  Elisha,  and  said  unto  him,  Knowest  thou  that 
the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thy  head 
to  day?  And  he  said.  Yea,  I  know  it ;  hold  ye  your 
peace.  '*And  Elijah  said  unto  him,  Elisha,  tarry  here, 
I  pray  thee ;  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Jericho. 
And  he  said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul 
liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.    So  they  came  to  Jericho. 

^And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  that  were  at  Jericho 
came  to  Elisha,  and  said  unto  him,  Knowest  thou  that 
the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thy  head 
to  day?  And  he  answered.  Yea,  I  know  it ;  hold  ye 
your  peace.  ^  And  Elijah  said  unto  him,  Tarry,  I  pray 
thee,  here;  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Jordan. 
And  he  said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul 
liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  And  they  two  went  on. 
"And  fifty  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  went,  and 
stood  *to  view  afar  off:  and  they  two  stood  ^terl^l^f^t'^ 
by  Jordan.    ^  And  Elijah  took  his  mantle,  and  wrapped 
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it  together,  and  smote  the  waters,  and  they  were 
divided  hither  and  thither,  so  that  they  two  went 
over  on  dry  ground. 

'And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  gone  over, 
that  Elijah  said  unto  EHsha,  Ask  what  I  shall  do  for 
thee,  before  I  be  taken  away  from  thee.  And  Elisha 
said,  I  pray  thee,  let  a  double  portion  of  thy  spirit  be 
upon  me.  '°And  he  said,  *Thou  hast  wt"aS/°"' 
asked  a  hard  thing :  nevertheless^  if  thou  see  me  when 
I  am  taken  from  thee,  it  shall  be  so  unto  thee;  but 
if  not,  it  shall  not  be  so, 

"And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  still  went  on,  and 
talked,  that,  behold,  thei^e  appeared  a  chariot  of  fire, 
and  horses  of  fire,  and  parted  them  both  asunder ;  and 
Elijah  went  up  by  a  whirlwind  into' heaven. 

'"And  Elisha  saw  zV,  and  he  cried.  My  father,  my 
father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof. 
And  he  saw  him  no  more:  and  he  took  hold  of  his 
own  clothes,  and  rent  them  in  two  pieces.  '^He  took 
up  also  the  mantle  of  Elijah  that  fell  from  him,  and 
went  back,  and  stood  by  the  *bank  of  Jordan;  B.eb.iip. 
'^and  he  took  the  mantle,  of  Elijah  that  fell  from  him, 
and  smote  the  waters,  and  said.  Where  is  the  Lord 
God  of  Elijah?  and  when  he  also  had  smitten  the 
waters,  they  parted  hither  and  thither  :  and  Elisha 
went  over. 

'^And  when  the  sons  of  the  prophets  which  ivere 
to  view  at  Jericho  saw  him,  they  said.  The  spirit  of 
Elijah  dost  rest  on  Elisha.  And  they  came  to  meet 
him,  and  bowed  themselves  to  the  ground  before 
him. 

'^And  they  said  unto  him.  Behold  now,  there  be 
with  thy  servants  fifty  *  strong  men;  let  them  ^tLngil"'^ 
go,  we  pray  thee,  and  seek  thy  master:  lest  perad- 
venture  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  taken  him  up, 
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and  cast  him  upon  *some  mountain,  or  into  '^^l:oZtXl^^ 
some  valley.  And  he  said,  Ye  shall  not  send.  '"And 
when  they  urged  him  till  he  was  ashamed,  he  said, 
Send.  They  sent  therefore  fifty  men ;  and  they  sought 
three  days,  but  found  him  not.  '^^ind  when  they  came 
again  to  him,  (for  he  tarried  at  Jericho,)  he  said  unto 
them.  Did  I  not  say  unto  you.  Go  not? 

'^And  the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  Elisha,  Behold, 
I  pray  thee,  the  situation  of  this  city  is  pleasant,  as 
my  lord  seeth  :  but  the  water  is  naught,  and  the 
ground  *  barren.  '°And  he  said.  Bring  me  a  ^f',niZarl7. 
new  cruse,  and  put  salt  therein.  And  they  brought 
it  to  him.  "'And  he  Avent  forth  unto  the  spring  of 
the  waters,  and  cast  the  salt  in  there,  and  said,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  I  have  healed  these  waters ;  there 
shall  not  be  from  thence  any  more  death  or  barren 
land.  "So  the  waters  were  healed  unto  this  day, 
according  to  the  saying  of  Elisha  which  he  spake. 

""^Ind  he  went  up  from  thence  unto  Beth- el:  and 
as  he  was  going  up  by  the  way,  there  came  forth 
little  children  out  of  the  city,  and  mocked  him,  and 
said  unto  him,  Go  up,  thou  bald  head ;  go  up,  thou 
bald  head.  '^And  he  turned  back,  and  looked  on 
them,  and  cursed  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
And  there  came  forth  two  she  bears  out  of  the  wood, 
and  tare  forty  and  two  children  of  them.  '^And  he 
went  from  thence  to  mount  Carmel,  and  from  thence 
he  returned  to  Samaria. 

III.  Now  Jehoram  the  son  of  Ahab  began  to  reign 
over  Israel  in  Samaria  the  eighteenth  year  of  Jehosha- 
phat  king  of  Judah,  and  reigned  twelve  years.  'And 
he  wrought  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord;  but  not 
like  his  father,  and  like  his  mother :  for  he  put  away 
the  *  image  of  Baal  that  his  father  had  made,  ^eh.daiae. 
^Nevertheless  he  cleaved  unto  the  sins  of  Jeroboam 

G.  7. 
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the  son  of  Nebat,  which  made  Israel  to  sin  ;  he  de- 
parted not  therefrom. 

"^And  Mesha  king  of  Moab  was  a  sheepmaster,  and 
rendered  unto  the  king  of  Israel  an  hundred  thou- 
sand lambs,  and  an  hundred  thousand  rams,  with  the 
wool.  ^But  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  was  dead, 
that  the  king  of  Moab  rebelled  against  the  king  of 
Israel. 

^  And  king  Jehoram  went  out  of  Samaria  the  same 
time,  and  numbered  all  Israel.  ^And  he  went  and 
sent  to  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah,  saying.  The 
king  of  Moab  hath  rebelled  against  me:  wilt  thou 
go  with  me  against  Moab  to  battle?  And  he  said, 
I  Avill  go  up:  I  am  as  thou  a7%  my  people  as  thy 
people,  and  my  horses  as  thy  horses.  ^And  he  said. 
Which  way  shall  we  go  up?  And  he  answered.  The 
way  through  the  wilderness  of  Edom.  ^  So  the  king 
of  Israel  went,  and  the  king  of  Judah,  and  the  king 
of  Edom :  and  they  fetched  a  compass  of  seven  days' 
journey:  and  there  was  no  water  for  the  host,  and 
for  the  cattle  *that  followed  them.  ^'yefj'"' 

'°And  the  king  of  Israel  said,  Alas!  that  the  Lord 
hath  called  these  three  kings  together,  to  deliver  them 
into  the  hand  of  Moab!  "But  Jehoshaphat  said.  Is 
there  not  here  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  that  we  may 
enquire  of  the  Lord  by  him?  And  one  of  the  king 
of  Israel's  servants  answered  and  said.  Here  is  Elisha 
the  son  of  Shaphat,  which  poured  water  on  the  hands 
of  Ehjah.  '"And  Jehoshaphat  said.  The  word  of  the 
Lord  is  with  him.  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehosha- 
phat and  the  king  of  Edom  went  down  to  him. 

'^And  Elisha  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  What 
have  I  to  do  with  thee?  get  thee  to  the  prophets  of 
thy  father,  and  to  the  prophets  of  thy  mother.  And 
the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  him.  Nay :  for  the  Lord 
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hath  called  these  three  kings  together,  to  deliver  them 
into  the  hand  of  Moab.  "^And  Elisha  said,  As  the 
Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  surely, 
were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of  Jehoshaphat 
the  king  of  Judah,  I  would  not  look  toward  thee,  nor 
see  thee.  '^But  now  bring  me  a  minstrel.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  minstrel  played,  that  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  came  upon  him.  '^And  he  said.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  Make  this  valley  full  of  ditches.  '^For 
thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  shall  not  see  wind,  neither 
shall  ye  see  rain :  yet  that  valley  shall  be  filled  with 
water,  that  ye  may  drink,  both  ye,  and  your  cattle,  and 
your  beasts.  '^And  this  is  but  sl  light  thing  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  will  deliver  the  Moabites  also 
into  your  hand.  '^And  ye  shall  smite  every  fenced 
city,  and  every  choice  city,  and  shall  fell  every  good 
tree,  and  stop  all  wells  of  water,  and  *mar  seh.  grieve. 
every  good  piece  of  land  with  stones.  """And  it  came 
to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  meat  offering  was 
offered,  that,  behold,  there  came  water  by  the  way  of 
Edom,  and  the  country  was  filled  with  water. 

"'And  when  all  the  Moabites  heard  that  the  kings 
were  come  up  to  fight  against  them,  they  *  gathered 
all  that  were  able  to  *put  on  armour,  i:S;;SSSyS:;^..^.. 
and  upward,  and  stood  in  the  border.  "  And  they  rose 
up  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  sun  shone  upon  the 
water,  and  the  Moabites  saw  the  water  on  the  other 
side  as  red  as  blood:  "^and  they  said,  This  is  blood: 
the  kings  are  surely  *  slain,  and  they  have  B.eh.  des/roj/ed. 
smitten  one  another  :  now  therefore,  Moab,  to  the 
spoil.  ^"^And  when  they  came  to  the  camp  of  Israel, 
the  Israelites  rose  up  and  smote  the  Moabites,  so  that 
they  fled  before  them:  but  *they  went  for-  ?J;L'f.S'4:" 
ward  smiting  the  Moabites,  even  in  their  country. 
""And  they  beat  down  the  cities,  and  on  every  good 
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piece  of  land  cast  every  man  his  stone,  and  filled  it; 
and  they  stopped  all  the  wells  of  water,  and  felled  all 
the  good  trees:  *only  in  Kir-haraseth  ^S^:^.:^::r 
left  they  the  stones  thereof;  howbeit  the  slingers  went 
about  zY,  and  smote  it. 

'^And  when  the  king  of  Moab  saw  that  the  battle 
was  too  sore  for  him,  he  took  with  him  seven  hundred 
men  that  drew  swords,  to  break  through  eve7i  unto 
the  king  of  Edom:  but  they  could  not.  ''^Then  he 
took  his  eldest  son  that  should  have  reigned  in  his 
stead,  and  offered  him  for  a  burnt  offering  upon  the 
wall.  And  there  was  great  indignation  against  Israel : 
and  they  departed  from  him,  and  returned  to  their 
own  land. 

lY.  Now  there  cried  a  certain  woman  of  the  wives 
of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  unto  Elisha,  saying.  Thy 
servant  my  husband  is  dead;  and  thou  knowest  that 
thy  servant  did  fear  the  Lord  :  and  the  creditor  is 
come  to  take  unto  him  my  two  sons  to  be  bondmen. 
'And  Elisha  said  unto  her.  What  shall  I  do  for  thee? 
tell  me,  what  hast  thou  in  the  house?  And  she  said. 
Thine  handmaid  hath  not  any  thing  in  the  house, 
save  a  pot  of  oil.  ^Then  he  said.  Go,  borrow  thee 
vessels  abroad  of  all  thy  neighbours,  even  empty  ves- 
sels; *  borrow  not  a  few.  '^And  when  thou  art  ^""'J^^ 
come  in,  thou  shalt  shut  the  door  upon  thee  and  upon 
thy  sons,  and  shalt  pour  out  into  all  those  vessels, 
and  thou  shalt  set  aside  that  which  is  full.  ^So  she 
went  from  him,  and  shut  the  door  upon  her  and  upon 
her  sons,  who  brought  the  vessels  to  her  ;  and  she 
poured  out.  ^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  vessels 
were  full,  that  she  said  unto  her  son.  Bring  me  yet 
a  vessel.  And  he  said  unto  her.  There  is  not  a  vessel 
more.  And  the  oil  stayed.  ^Then  she  came  and  told 
the  man  of  God.     And  he  said.  Go,  sell  the  oil,  and 
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pay  thy  *debt,  and  live  thou  and  thy  children  or,  creditor. 
of  the  rest. 

'And  *it  fell  on  a  day,  that  Elisha  passed  to  J^;,^'^' 
Shunem,  where  was  a  great  woman;  and  she  *  con- 
strained him  to  eat  bread.  And  so  it  was,  ^^^nl'fj,"^'^ 
that  as  oft  as  he  passed  by,  he  turned  in  thither  to  eat 
bread.  ^And  she  said  unto  her  husband,  Behold  now, 
I  perceive  that  this  is  an  holy  man  of  God,  which 
passeth  by  us  continually.  '°  Let  us  make  a  little 
chamber,  I  pray  thee,  on  the  wall;  and  let  us  set  for 
him  there  a  bed,  and  a  table,  and  a  stool,  and  a  candle- 
stick :  and  it  shall  be,  when  he  cometh  to  us,  that  he 
shall  turn  in  thither.  "And  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  he 
came  thither,  and  he  turned  into  the  chamber,  and 
lay  there.  "And  he  said  to  Gehazi  his  servant.  Call 
this  Shunammite.  And  when  he  had  called  her,  she 
stood  before  him.  '^And  he  said  unto  him.  Say  now 
unto  her,  Behold,  thou  hast  been  careful  for  us  with 
all  this  care;  what  is  to  be  done  for  thee?  wouldest 
thou  be  spoken  for  to  the  king,  or  to  the  captain 
of  the  host?  And  she  answered,  I  dwell  among  mine 
own  people.  ''^And  he  said,  What  then  is  to  be  done 
for  her?  And  Gehazi  answered,  Yerily  she  hath  no 
child,  and  her  husband  is  old.  ''And  he  said.  Call 
her.  And  when  he  had  called  her,  she  stood  in  the 
door.  '^And  he  said.  About  this  *  season,  accord-  ^fte'.'* 
ing  to  the  time  of  life,  thou  shalt  embrace  a  son.  And 
she  said.  Nay,  my  lord,  thou  man  of  God,  do  not  lie 
unto  thine  handmaid. 

'^And  the  woman  conceived,  and  bare  a  son  at  that 
season  that  Elisha  had  said  unto  her,  according  to  the 
time  of  life.  ''And  when  the  child  was  grown,  it  fell 
on  a  day,  that  he  went  out  to  his  father  to  the  reapers. 
'^And  he  said  unto  his  father.  My  head,  my  head.  And 
he  said  to  a  lad,  Carry  him  to  his  mother.  '°And  when 
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he  had  taken  him,  and  brought  him  to  his  mother,  he 
sat  on  her  knees  till  noon,  and  then  died.  "  And  she 
went  up,  and  laid  him  on  the  bed  of  the  man  of  God, 
and  shut  the  door  upon  him,  and  went  out.  "And  she 
called  unto  her  husband,  and  said,  Send  me,  I  pray 
thee,  one  of  the  young  men,  and  one  of  the  asses,  that 
I  may  run  to  the  man  of  God,  and  come  again.  '''And 
he  said.  Wherefore  wilt  thou  go  to  him  to  day  ?  it  is 
neither  new  moon  nor  sabbath.  And  she  said,  It  shall 
be  *well.  ^'^Then  she  saddled  an  ass,  and  said  -^eb.  peace. 
to  her  servant.  Drive,  and  go  forward ;  *  slack  ^f^l^e^'inch!^ 
not  thy  riding  for  me,  except  I  bid  thee.  *^  So  she  went, 
and  came  unto  the  man  of  God  to  mount  Carmel. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  man  of  God  saw  her 
afar  oif,  that  he  said  to  Gehazi  his  servant.  Behold, 
yonder  is  that  Shunammite :  *^  run  now,  I  pray  thee, 
to  meet  her,  and  say  unto  her.  Is  it  well  with  thee  ? 
is  it  well  with  thy  husband  ?  is  it  well  with  the  child  ? 
And  she  answered.  It  is  well.  ^"^  And  when  she  came 
to  the  man  of  God  to  the  hill,  she  caught  *him  ?J/J|; 
by  the  feet :  but  Gehazi  came  near  to  thrust  her  away. 
And  the  man  of  God  said.  Let  her  alone ;  for  her  soul 
is  *  vexed  within  her:  and  the  Lord  hath  hid  ^eh.  utter, 
it  from  me,  and  hath  not  told  me.  '^  Then  she  said. 
Did  I  desire  a  son  of  my  lord?  did  I  not  say.  Do  not 
deceive  me  ?  '^  Then  he  said  to  Gehazi,  Gird  up  thy 
loins,  and  take  my  staff  in  thine  hand,  and  go  thy 
way :  if  thou  meet  any  man,  salute  him  not ;  and  if 
any  salute  thee,  answer  him  not  again :  and  lay  my 
staff  upon  the  face  of  the  child.  ^"^  And  the  mother  of 
the  child  said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul 
liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  And  he  arose,  and  fol- 
lowed her. 

^'And  Gehazi  passed  on  before  them,  and  laid  the 
staff  upon  the  face  of  the  child ;  but  there  was  neither 
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voice,  nor  *  hearing.  Wherefore  he  went  B.eh.  attennon. 
again  to  meet  him,  and  told  him,  saying,  The  child  is 
not  awaked.  ^^And  when  Elisha  was  come  into  the 
house,  behold,  the  child  was  dead,  and  laid  upon  his 
bed.  ^^  He  went  in  therefore,  and  shut  the  door  upon 
them  twain,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord.  ^"^And  he 
went  up,  and  lay  upon  the  child,  and  put  his  mouth 
upon  his  mouth,  and  his  eyes  upon  his  eyes,  and 
his  hands  upon  his  hands:  and  he  stretched  himself 
upon  the  child;  and  the  flesh  of  the  child  waxed 
warm.  ^^  Then  he  returned,  and  walked  in  the  house 
*to  and  fro;  and  went  up,  and  stretched  f,S'ol7e%l''fhZ'. 
himself  upon  him :  and  the  child  sneezed  seven  times, 
and  the  child  opened  his  eyes.  ^^And  he  called  Gehazi, 
and  said.  Call  this  Shunammite.  So  he  called  her. 
And  when  she  was  come  in  unto  him,  he  said.  Take 
up  thy  son.  ^^  Then  she  went  in,  and  fell  at  his  feet, 
and  bowed  herself  to  the  ground,  and  took  up  her 
son,  and  went  out. 

^^And  Elisha  came  again  to  Gilgal:  and  there  was 
a  dearth  in  the  land;  and  the  sons  of  the  prophets 
we7^e  sitting  before  him :  and  he  said  unto  his  servant, 
Set  on  the  great  pot,  and  seethe  pottage  for  the  sons 
of  the  prophets.  ^^And  one  went  out  into  the  field 
to  gather  herbs,  and  found  a  wild  vine,  and  gathered 
thereof  wild  gourds  his  lap  full,  and  came  and  shred 
thein  into  the  pot  of  pottage :  for  they  knew  them  not. 
'*°So  they  poured  out  for  the  men  to  eat.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  as  they  were  eating  of  the  pottage,  that 
they  cried  out,  and  said,  0  thou  man  of  God,  thej^e  is 
death  in  the  pot.  And  they  could  not  eat  thereof, 
^'  But  he  said.  Then  bring  meal.  And  he  cast  it  into 
the  pot;  and  he  said.  Pour  out  for  the  people,  that 
they  may  eat.  And  there  was  no  *harm  B.eh.  evu  tung. 
in  the  pot. 
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'**And  there  came  a  man  from  Baal- shall sha,  and 
brought  the  man  of  God  bread  of  the  iirstfruits,  twenty 
loaves  of  barley,  and  full  ears  of  corn  *in  the  ^oVf';™«?' 
husk  thereof.  And  he  said,  Give  unto  the  people, 
that  they  may  eat.  '^^And  his  servitor  said,  What, 
should  I  set  this  before  an  hundred  men?  He  said 
again,  Give  the  people,  that  they  may  eat:  for  thus 
saith  the  Lord,  They  shall  eat,  and  shall  leave  thereof, 
^^^o  he  set  it  before  them,  and  they  did  eat,  and  left 
thereof  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

y.  Now  Naaman,  captain  of  the  host  of  the  king 
of  Syria,  was  a  great  man  *with  his  master,  Heb  le/ore. 
and  *  honourable,  because  by  him  the  "^ip;;^  St^Jnl':!:!;. 
Lord  had  given  *  deliverance  unto  Syria:  he  ov,  victory. 
was  also  a  mighty  man  in  valour,  hut  he  luas  a  leper. 
'And  the  Syrians  had  gone  out  by  companies,  and  had 
brought  away  captive  out  of  the  land  of  Israel  a  little 
maid;  and  she*  waited  on  Naaman' s  wife.  ^And  ^i^oZ""' 
she  said  unto  her  mistress,  Would  God  my  lord  we7^e 
*with  the  prophet  that  is  in  Samaria!  for  he  ^eh.iefore. 
would  *  recover  him  of  his  leprosy.  "^And  B.eh.  gather  in. 
one  went  in,  and  told  his  lord,  saying.  Thus  and  thus 
said  the  maid  that  is  of  the  land  of  Israel. 

^  And  the  king  of  Syria  said.  Go  to,  go,  and  I  will 
send  a  letter  unto  the  king  of  Israel.  And  he  de- 
parted, and  took  *with  him  ten  talents  of  sil-  ^ta,S.^'* 
ver,  and  six  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  ten  changes 
of  raiment.  ^  And  he  brought  the  letter  to  the  king 
of  Israel,  saying.  Now  when  this  letter  is  come  unto 
thee,  behold,  I  have  therewith  sent  Naaman  my  servant 
to  thee,  that  thou  mayest  recover  him  of  his  leprosy. 
^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  of  Israel  had 
read  the  letter,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  said.  Am 
I  God,  to  kill  and  to  make  alive,  that  this  man  doth 
send  unto  me  to  recover  a  man  of  his  leprosy?  where- 
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fore  consider,  I  pray  you,  and  see  how  he  seeketh  a 
quarrel  against  me. 

^And  it  was  56>,  when  Ehsha  the  man  of  God  had 
heard  that  the  king  of  Israel  had  rent  his  clothes,  that 
he  sent  to  the  king,  saying.  Wherefore  hast  thou  rent 
thy  clothes?  let  him  come  now  to  me,  and  he  shall 
know  that  there  is  a  prophet  in  Israel.  ^  So  Naaman 
came  with  his  horses  and  with  his  chariot,  and  stood 
at  the  door  of  the  house  of  Elisha.  '"And  Elisha  sent 
a  messenger  unto  him,  saying.  Go  and  wash  in  Jordan 
seven  times,  and  thy  flesh  shall  come  again  to  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  be  clean.  "  But  Naaman  was  wroth, 
and  went  away,   and  said,  Behold,  *I  Heb.  j.*«;d.  OT,imid 

,  T.-TT'n  1  ^      J  ""'*    rnyxelf.     He    will 

thought.  He  will  surely  come  out  to  »iuei^  come  out,  ^c. 
me,  and  stand,  and  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  his 
God,  and  *  strike  his  hand  over  the  place,  and  ^ti/down.^ 
recover  the  leper.  ^^  Ai^e  not  *Abana  and  ov,  Amana. 
Pharpar,  rivers  of  Damascus,  better  than  all  the  waters 
of  Israel?  may  I  not  wash  in  them,  and  be  clean? 
So  he  turned  and  went  away  in  a  rage.  '^And  his 
servants  came  near,  and  spake  unto  him,  and  said. 
My  father,  if  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  do  some  great 
thing,  wouldest  thou  not  have  done  it?  how  much 
rather  then,  when  he  saith  to  thee.  Wash,  and  be 
clean?  '"^  Then  went  he  down,  and  dipped  himself 
seven  times  in  Jordan,  according  to  the  saying  of  the 
man  of  God :  and  his  flesh  came  again  like  unto  the 
flesh  of  a  little  child,  and  he  was  clean. 

'^And  he  returned  to  the  man  of  God,  he  and  all  his 
company,  and  came,  and  stood  before  him :  and  he 
said.  Behold,  now  I  know  that  there  is  no  God  in  all 
the  earth,  but  in  Israel :  noAv  therefore,  I  pray  th^Q^ 
take  a  blessing  of  thy  servant.  '^  But  he  said.  As  the 
Lord  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  I  will  receive  none. 
And  he  urged  him  to  take  it ;  but  he  refused.     '^And 
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Naaman  said,  Shall  there  not  then,  I  pray  thee,  be 
given  to  thy  servant  two  mules'  burden  of  earth  ?  for 
thy  servant  will  henceforth  offer  neither  burnt  offering 
nor  sacrifice  unto  other  gods,  but  unto  the  Lord.  '^In 
this  thing  the  Lord  pardon  thy  servant,  that  when  my 
master  goeth  into  the  house  of  Rimmon  to  worship 
there,  and  he  leaneth  on  my  hand,  and  I  bow  myself 
in  the  house  of  Rimmon  :  when  I  bow  down  myself  in 
the  house  of  Rimmon,  the  Lord  pardon  thy  servant  in 
this  thing.  '^And  he  said  unto  him,  Go  m  peace.  So 
he  departed  from  him  *a  little  way.  ^'V^'^;!Z"' 

^°  But  Gehazi,  the  servant  of  Elisha  the  man  of  God, 
said.  Behold,  my  master  hath  spared  Naaman  this 
Syrian,  in  not  receiving  at  his  hands  that  which  he 
brought :  but,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  I  will  run  after  him, 
and  take  somewhat  of  him.  ^'  So  Gehazi  followed  after 
Naaman.  And  when  Naaman  saw  him  running  after 
him,  he  lighted  down  from  the  chariot  to  meet  him, 
and  said,  */§  all  well?  "And  he  said,  All  is  ^'';/;j?"" 
well.  My  master  hath  sent  me,  saying.  Behold,  even 
now  there  be  come  to  me  from  mount  Ephraim  two 
young  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets :  give  them,  I 
pray  thee,  a  talent  of  silver,  and  two  changes  of  gar- 
ments. ^^And  Naaman  said.  Be  content,  take  two 
talents.  And  he  urged  him,  and  bound  two  talents  of 
silver  in  two  bags,  with  two  changes  of  garments,  and 
laid  them  upon  two  of  his  servants ;  and  they  bare  them 
^before  him.  ""^And  when  he  came  to  the  *  tower,  he 
took  them  from  their  hand,  and  bestowed  them  in  ^""piZT^ 
the  house :  and  he  let  the  men  go,  and  they  departed. 
^^  But  he  went  in,  and  stood  before  his  master.  And 
Elisha  said  unto  him.  Whence  comest  thou^  Gehazi? 
And  he  said.  Thy  servant  went  *no  whither.  ^tthuil'J!'" 
''^And  he  said  unto  him.  Went  not  mine  heart  with  thee, 
when  the  man  turned  again  from  his  chariot  to  meet 
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thee?  Is  it  a  time  to  receive  money,  and  to  receive 
garments,  and  oliveyards,  and  vineyards,  and  sheep, 
and  oxen,  and  menservants,  and  maidservants  ?  *^  The 
leprosy  therefore  of  Naaman  shall  cleave  unto  thee, 
and  unto  thy  seed  for  ever.  And  he  went  out  from 
his  presence  a  leper  as  white  as  snow. 

VI.  And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  said  unto  Elisha, 
Behold  now,  the  place  where  we  dwell  with  thee  is  too 
strait  for  us.  ""  Let  us  go,  we  pray  thee,  unto  Jordan, 
and  take  thence  every  man  a  beam,  and  let  us  make 
us  a  place  there,  where  we  may  dwell.  And  he  an- 
swered. Go  ye.  ^  And  one  said,  Be  content,  I  pray  thee, 
and  go  with  thy  servants.  And  he  answered,  I  will  go. 
"^  So  he  went  with  them.  And  when  they  came  to 
Jordan,  they  cut  down  wood.  ^  But  as  one  was  felling 
a  beam,  the  *ax  head  fell  into  the  water:  and  Heb.  iro«. 
he  cried,  and  said,  Alas,  master !  for  it  was  borrowed. 
^And  the  man  of  God  said.  Where  fell  it?  And  he 
shewed  him  the  place.  And  he  cut  down  a  stick,  and 
cast  it  in  thither ;  and  the  iron  did  swim.  '  Therefore 
said  he.  Take  it  up  to  thee.  And  he  put  out  his  hand, 
and  took  it. 

^  Then  the  king  of  Syria  warred  against  Israel,  and 
took  counsel  with  his  servants,  saying.  In  such  and 
such  a  place  shall  he  my  *  camp.  ^  And  the  man  ^''  '^I'g,'"''^' 
of  God  sent  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  saying.  Beware 
that  thou  pass  not  such  a  place ;  for  thither  the  Syrians 
are  come  down.  '°And  the  king  of  Israel  sent  to  the 
place  which  the  man  of  God  told  him  and  warned  him 
of,  and  saved  himself  there,  not  once  nor  twice. 

"  Therefore  the  heart  of  the  king  of  Syria  was  sore 
troubled  for  this  thing ;  and  he  called  his  servants,  and 
said  unto  them.  Will  ye  not  shew  me  which  of  us  is 
for  the  king  of  Israel?  '''And  one  of  his  servants  said, 
*  None,  my  lord,  0  king :  but  Elisha,  the  prophet  Heb.  no. 
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that  is  in  Israel,  telleth  the  king  of  Israel  the  words 
that  thou  speakest  in  thy  bedchamber.  '^And  he  said, 
Go,  and  spy  where  he  2-5,  that  I  may  send  and  fetch 
him.  And  it  was  told  him,  saying.  Behold,  he  is  in 
Dothan. 

"^  Therefore  sent  he  thither  horses,  and  chariots,  and 
a  *  great  host:  and  they  came  by  night,  and  seh.  heav>,. 
compassed  the  city  about.  ''And  when  the  *  servant  of 
the  man  of  God  was  risen  early,  and  gone  forth,  or,  minister. 
behold,  an  host  compassed  the  city  both  with  horses 
and  chariots.  And  his  servant  said  unto  him,  Alas, 
my  master!  how  shall  we  do?  '^And  he  answered. 
Fear  not :  for  they  that  be  with  us  are  more  than  they 
that  be  with  them.  '^And  Elisha  prayed,  and  said, 
Lord,  I  pray  thee,  open  his  eyes,  that  he  may  see. 
And  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  the  young  man; 
and  he  saw:  and,  behold,  the  mountain  was  full  of 
horses  and  chariots  of  fire  round  about  Elisha. 

'^And  when  they  came  down  to  him,  Elisha  prayed 
unto  the  Lord,  and  said.  Smite  this  people,  I  pray 
thee,  with  blindness.  And  he  smote  them  with  blind- 
ness according  to  the  word  of  Elisha.  '^And  Elisha 
said  unto  them.  This  is  not  the  way,  neither  is  this 
the  city:  *  follow  me,  and  I  will  bring  you  to  ^^^}"ZT 
the  man  whom  ye  seek.  But  he  led  them  to  Samaria. 
'^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come  into 
Samaria,  that  Elisha  said.  Lord,  open  the  eyes  of  these 
vien^  that  they  may  see.  And  the  Lord  opened  their 
eyes,  and  they  saw ;  and,  behold,  they  were  in  the  midst 
of  Samaria. 

*'And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Elisha,  when  he 
saw  them.  My  father,  shall  I  smite  them  ?  shall  I  smite 
them.  1  "And  he  answered.  Thou  shalt  not  smite  them  : 
wouldest  thou  smite  those  whom  thou  hast  taken  cap- 
tive with  thy  sword  and  with  thy  bow  ?  set  bread  and 
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water  before  them,  that  they  may  eat  and  drink,  and 
go  to  their  master.  ^'And  he  prepared  great  provision 
for  them:  and  when  they  had  eaten  and  drunk,  he 
sent  them  away,  and  they  went  to  their  master.  So 
the  bands  of  Syria  came  no  more  into  the  land  of  Israel. 

"^And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Ben-hadad 
king  of  Syria  gathered  all  his  host,  and  went  up,  and 
besieged  Samaria.  *^And  there  was  a  great  famine  in 
Samaria;  and  behold,  they  besieged  it,  until  an  ass's 
head  was  sold  for  fourscore  pieces  of  silver,  and  the 
fourth  j)art  of  a  cab  of  dove's  dung  for  fiwQ  pieces  of 
silver. 

'^And  as  the  king  of  Israel  was  passing  by  upon  the 
wall,  there  cried  a  woman  unto  him,  saymg.  Help,  my 
lord,  0  king.  ''And  he  said,  *  If  the  Lord  %E^D\aZ\iee. 
do  not  help  thee,  whence  shall  I  help  thee?  out  of  the 
barnfloor,  or  out  of  the  winepress?  ''^And  the  king 
said  unto  her,  What  aileth  thee?  And  she  answered. 
This  woman  said  unto  me.  Give  thy  son,  that  we  may 
eat  him  to  day,  and  we  will  eat  my  son  to  morrow. 
'^  So  we  boiled  my  son,  and  did  eat  him :  and  I  said 
unto  her  on  the  *next  day.  Give  thy  son,  that  -^eb.  other. 
we  may  eat  him :  and  she  hath  hid  her  son.  ^°And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  king  heard  the  words  of  the 
woman,  that  he  rent  his  clothes;  and  he  passed  by 
upon  the  wall,  and  the  people  looked,  and,  behold,  he 
had  sackcloth  within  upon  his  flesh.  '"'  Then  he  said, 
God  do  so  and  more  also  to  me,  if  the  head  of  Elisha 
the  son  of  Shaphat  shall  stand  on  him  this  day. 

^'  But  Elisha  sat  in  his  house,  and  the  elders  sat 
with  him ;  and  the  king  sent  a  man  from  before  him : 
but  ere  the  messenger  came  to  him,  he  said  to  the 
elders.  See  ye  how  this  son  of  a  murderer  hath  sent 
to  take  away  mine  head?  look,  when  the  messenger 
cometh,  shut  the  door,  and  hold  him  fast  at  the  door : 
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IS  not  the  sound  of  his  master's  feet  behind  him? 
^^And  while  he  yet  talked  with  them,  behold,  the 
messenger  came  do^vn  unto  him ;  and  he  said.  Behold, 
this  evil  is  of  the  Lord  ;  what  should  I  wait  for  the 
Lord  any  longer? 

YII.  Then  Elisha  said.  Hear  ye  the  word  of  the 
Lord;  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  To  morrow  about  this 
time  shall  sl  measure  of  fine  flour  be  sold  for  a  shekel, 
and  two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel,  in  the  gate 
of  Samaria.  '  Then  *a  lord  on  whose  hand  Siou^Vd'lf  S 
the  king  leaned  answered  the  man  of  God,  S'lSf"'^  "^"" 
and  said.  Behold,  if  the  Lord  would  make  windows  in 
heaven,  might  this  thing  be?  And  he  said.  Behold, 
thou  shalt  see  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  shalt  not  eat 
thereof. 

^And  there  were  four  leprous  men  at  the  entering 
in  of  the  gate :  and  they  said  one  to  another.  Why  sit 
we  here  until  we  die  ?  "^  If  we  say.  We  will  enter  into 
the  city,  then  the  famine  is  in  the  city,  and  we  shall 
die  there :  and  if  we  sit  still  here,  we  die  also.  Now 
therefore  come,  and  let  us  fall  unto  the  host  of  the 
Syrians :  if  they  save  us  alive,  we  shall  live ;  and  if 
they  kill  us,  we  shall  but  die.  ^And  they  rose  up  in 
the  twilight,  to  go  unto  the  camp  of  the  Syrians :  and 
when  they  were  come  to  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
camp  of  Syria,  behold,  tJw^e  was  no  man  there.  ^  For 
the  Lord  had  made  the  host  of  the  Syrians  to  hear  a 
noise  of  chariots,  and  a  noise  of  horses,  even  the  noise 
of  a  great  host :  and  they  said  one  to  another,  Lo,  the 
king  of  Israel  hath  hired  against  us  the  kings  of  the 
Hittites,  and  the  kings  of  the  Egyptians,  to  come 
upon  us.  ^Wherefore  they  arose  and  fled  in  the 
twilight,  and  left  their  tents,  and  their  horses,  and 
their  asses,  even  the  camp  as  it  was,  and  fled  for  their 
life. 
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^And  when  these  lepers  came  to  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  camp,  they  went  into  one  tent,  and  did  eat  and 
drink,  and  carried  thence  silver,  and  gold,  and  raiment, 
and  went  and  hid  it ;  and  came  again,  and  entered  into 
another  tent,  and  carried  thence  also^  and  went  and 
hid  it. 

^  Then  they  said  one  to  another.  We  do  not  well : 
this  day  is  a  day  of  good  tidings,  and  we  hold  our 
peace:  if  we  tarry  till  the  morning  light,  *some  mis- 
chief will  come  upon  us:  now  therefore  ^^Mmen/"'^ 
come,  that  we  may  go  and  tell  the  king's  household. 

'"^  So  they  came  and  called  unto  the  porter  of  the 
city:  and  they  told  them,  saying.  We  came  to  the 
camp  of  the  Syrians,  and,  behold,  thet^e  was  no  man 
there,  neither  voice  of  man,  but  horses  tied,  and  asses 
tied,  and  the  tents  as  they  were,  "And  he  called  the 
porters ;  and  they  told  it  to  the  king's  house  within. 

'''And  the  king  arose  in  the  night,  and  said  unto  his 
servants,  I  will  now  shew  you  what  the  Syrians  have 
done  to  us.  They  know  that  we  be  hungry ;  therefore 
are  they  gone  out  of  the  camp  to  hide  themselves  in 
the  field,  saying.  When  they  come  out  of  the  city,  we 
shall  catch  them  alive,  and  get  into  the  city.  '^And 
one  of  his  servants  answered  and  said.  Let  some  take, 
I  pray  thee,  five  of  the  horses  that  remain,  which  are 
left  *in  the  city,  (behold,  they  are  as  all  the  Beh.iuu. 
multitude  of  Israel  that  are  left  in  it:  behold,  I  say., 
they  are  even  as  all  the  multitude  of  the  Israelites 
that  are  consumed:)  and  let  us  send  and  see.  '"^They 
took  therefore  two  chariot  horses;  and  the  king  sent 
after  the  host  of  the  Syrians,  saying.  Go  and  see. 
'^And  they  went  after  them  unto  Jordan:  and,  lo, 
all  the  way  was  full  of  garments  and  vessels,  which 
the  Syrians  had  cast  away  in  their  haste.  And  the 
messengers  returned,  and  told  the  king. 
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'^And  the  people  went  out,  and  spoiled  the  tents  of 
the  Syrians.  So  a  measure  of  fine  flour  was  sold  for 
a  shekel,  and  two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel, 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord.  '^And  the  king 
appointed  the  lord  on  whose  hand  he  leaned  to  have 
the  charge  of  the  gate:  and  the  people  trode  upon 
him  in  the  gate,  and  he  died,  as  the  man  of  God  had 
said,  who  spake  when  the  king  came  down  to  him. 
'^  And  it  came  to  pass  as  the  man  of  God  had  spoken 
to  the  king,  saying.  Two  measures  of  barley  for  a 
shekel,  and  a  measure  of  fine  flour  for  a  shekel,  shall 
be  to  morrow  about  this  time  in  the  gate  of  Samaria : 
'^and  that  lord  answered  the  man  of  God,  and  said. 
Now,  behold,  if  the  Lord  should  make  windows  in 
heaven,  might  such  a  thing  be?  And  he  said.  Behold, 
thou  shalt  see  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  shalt  not  eat 
thereof  '°And  so  it  fell  out  unto  him :  for  the  people 
trode  upon  him  in  the  gate,  and  he  died. 

YIII.  Then  spake  Elisha  unto  the  woman,  whose 
son  he  had  restored  to  life,  saying.  Arise,  and  go  thou 
and  thine  household,  and  sojourn  wheresoever  thou 
canst  sojourn :  for  the  Lord  hath  called  for  a  famine ; 
and  it  shall  also  come  upon  the  land  seven  years. 
'And  the  woman  arose,  and  did  after  the  saying  of 
the  man  of  God:  and  she  went  with  her  household, 
and  sojourned  in  the  land  of  the  Philistines  seven 
years. 

^And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seven  years'  end,  that 
the  woman  returned  out  of  the  land  of  the  Philistines : 
and  she  went  forth  to  cry  unto  the  king  for  her  house 
and  for  her  land.  '^And  the  king  talked  with  Gehazi 
the  servant  of  the  man  of  God,  saying,  Tell  me,  I  pray 
thee,  all  the  great  things  that  Elisha  hath  done.  ^And 
it  came  to  pass,  as  he  was  telling  the  king  how  he  had 
restored  a  dead  body  to  life,  that,  behold,  the  woman, 
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whose  son  he  had  restored  to  life,  cried  to  the  king  for 
her  house  and  for  her  land.  And  Gehazi  said,  My 
lord,  0  king,  this  is  the  woman,  and  this  is  her  son, 
whom  Elisha  restored  to  life.  ^And  when  the  king 
asked  the  woman,  she  told  him.  So  the  king  appointed 
unto  her  a  certain  *  officer,  saying.  Restore  all  or,  eunuch. 
that  was  her's,  and  all  the  fruits  of  the  field  since  the 
day  that  she  left  the  land,  even  until  now. 

^And  Elisha  came  to  Damascus;  and  Ben-hadad 
the  king  of  Syria  was  sick;  and  it  was  told  him, 
saying.  The  man  of  God  is  come  hither.  ^And  the 
king  said  unto  Hazael,  Take  a  present  in  thine  hand, 
and  go,  meet  the  man  of  God,  and  enquire  of  the  Lord 
by  him,  saying.  Shall  I  recover  of  this  disease  ?  ^  So 
Hazael  went  to  meet  him,  and  took  a  present  *with 
him,  even  of  every  good  thing  of  Damascus,  ^ta.S/" 
forty  camels'  burden,  and  came  and  stood  before  him, 
and  said.  Thy  son  Ben-hadad  king  of  Syria  hath  sent 
me  to  thee,  saying.  Shall  I  recover  of  this  disease? 
'°And  Ehsha  said  unto  him.  Go,  say  unto  him,  Thou 
mayest  certainly  recover :  howbeit  the  Lord  hath 
shewed  me  that  he  shall  surely  die.  "And  he  settled 
his  countenance  *  stedfastly,  until  he  was  B.eh.  and  set  it. 
ashamed :  and  the  man  of  God  wept. 

'"And  Hazael  said,  Why  weepeth  my  lord?  And 
he  answered.  Because  I  know  the  evil  that  thou  wilt 
do  unto  the  children  of  Israel :  their  strong  holds  wilt 
thou  set  on  fire,  and  their  young  men  wilt  thou  slay 
with  the  sword,  and  wilt  dash  their  children,  and  rip 
up  their  women  with  child.  '^And  Hazael  said.  But 
what,  is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this 
great  thing?  And  Elisha  answered,  The  Lord  hath 
shewed  me  that  thou  shalt  be  king  over  Syria.  '^  So 
he  departed  from  Elisha,  and  came  to  his  master; 
who  said  to  him,  What  said  Elisha  to  thee?     And  he 

G.  8. 
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answered,  He  told  me  that  thou  shouldest  surely 
recover.  '^And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that 
he  took  a  thick  cloth,  and  dipped  it  in  water,  and 
spread  it  on  his  face,  so  that  he  died  :  and  Hazael 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

'^And  in  the  fifth  year  of  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab 
king  of  Israel,  Jehoshaphat  being  then  king  of  Judah, 
Jehoram  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah  *  began 
to  reign.  '^Thirty  and  two  years  old  was  he  B^eh. reigned. 
when  he  began  to  reign;  and  he  reigned  eight  years 
in  Jerusalem.  '^And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the 
kings  of  Israel,  as  did  the  house  of  Ahab :  for  the 
daughter  of  Ahab  was  his  wife:  and  he  did  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord.  '^Yet  the  Lord  would  not 
destroy  Judah  for  David  his  servant's  sake,  as  he 
promised  him  to  give  him  alway  a  *  light,  a7id  ^or.'S^!^' 
to  his  children. 

^'In  his  days  Edom  revolted  from  under  the  hand 
of  Judah,  and  made  a  king  over  themselves.  ^'So 
Joram  went  over  to  Zair,  and  all  the  chariots  with 
him:  and  he  rose  by  night,  and  smote  the  Edomites 
which  compassed  him  about,  and  the  captains  of  the 
chariots :  and  the  people  fled  into  their  tents.  "  Yet 
Edom  revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah  unto 
this  day.     Then  Libnah  revolted  at  the  same  time. 

"""And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joram,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  Avritten  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah?  "^And  Joram  slept  with  his 
fathers,  and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of 
David :  and  Ahaziah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

'^In  the  twelfth  year  of  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab 
king  of  Israel  did  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Jehoram  king 
of  Judah  begin  to  reign.  "'^Two  and  twenty  years  old 
ivas  Ahaziah  when  he  began  to  reign ;  and  he  reigned 
one  year  in  Jerusalem.    And  his  mother's  name  was 
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Athaliah,  the  *  daughter  of  Omri  king  of  Israel.  ^^'4^/." 
'^Ancl  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  house  of  Ahab, 
and  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  did  the  house 
of  Ahab :  for  he  was  the  son  in  law  of  the  house  of 
Ahab.  *^And  he  went  with  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab 
to  the  war  against  Hazael  king  of  Syria  in  Ramoth- 
gilead:  and  the  Syrians  wounded  Joram.  ^^And  king 
Joram  went  back  to  be  healed  in  Jezreel  of  the  wounds 
*  which  the  Syrians  had  given  him  at  ^^'- "tlttt/^""" 
Ramah,  when  he  fought  against  Hazael  king  of  Syria. 
And  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Jehoram  king  of  Judah  went 
down  to  see  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab  in  Jezreel,  be- 
cause he  was  *sick.  nob.  wounded. 

IX.  And  Elisha  the  prophet  called  one  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  prophets,  and  said  unto  him.  Gird  up  thy 
loins,  and  take  this  box  of  oil  in  thine  hand,  and  go  to 
Ramoth-gilead :  ^and  when  thou  comest  thither,  look 
out  there  Jehu  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of 
Nimshi,  and  go  in,  and  make  him  arise  up  from  among 
his  brethren,  and  carry  him  to  an  *  inner  cham-  ^.fl'chamher. 
ber ;  ^  then  take  the  box  of  oil,  and  pour  it  on  his  head, 
and  say.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  have  anointed  thee 
king  over  Israel.  Then  open  the  door,  and  flee,  and 
tarry  not.  '^  So  the  young  man,  even  the  young  man 
the  prophet,  went  to  Ramoth-gilead. 

^And  when  he  came,  behold,  the  captains  of  the 
host  loere  sitting ;  and  he  said,  I  have  an  errand  to 
thee,  0  captain.  And  Jehu  said.  Unto  which  of  all 
us?  And  he  said.  To  thee,  0  captain.  ^And  he  arose, 
and  went  into  the  house  ;  and  he  poured  the  oil  on 
his  head,  and  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  I  have  anointed  thee  king  over  the 
people  of  the  Lord,  even  over  Israel.  ^  And  thou  shalt 
smite  the  house  of  Ahab  thy  master,  that  I  may 
avenge  the  blood  of  my  servants  the  prophets,  and 
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the  blood  of  all  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  at  the  hand 
of  Jezebel.  ^  For  the  whole  house  of  Ahab  shall  perish : 
and  I  will  cut  off  from  Ahab  him  that  pisseth  against 
the  wall,  and  him  that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel : 
^and  I  will  make  the  house  of  Ahab  like  the  house  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  house  of 
Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah:  '°and  the  dogs  shall  eat 
Jezebel  in  the  portion  of  Jezreel,  and  there  shall  he 
none  to  bury  her.  And  he  opened  the  door,  and 
fled. 

"Then  Jehu  came  forth  to  the  servants  of  his  lord: 
and  one  said  unto  him,  Is  all  well?  wherefore  came 
this  mad  fellow  to  thee  ?  And  he  said  unto  them,  Ye 
know  the  man,  and  his  communication.  '''And  they 
said,  It  is  false ;  tell  us  now.  And  he  said.  Thus  and 
thus  spake  he  to  me,  saying.  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
I  have  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel.  '^  Then  they 
hasted,  and  took  every  man  his  garment,  and  put  it 
under  him  on  the  top  of  the  stairs,  and  blew  Avith 
trumpets,  saying,  Jehu  *is  king.  "*So  Jehu  B.eh.reigneth. 
the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Nimshi,  conspired 
against  Joram.  (Now  Joram  had  kept  Ramoth-gilead, 
he  and  all  Israel,  because  of  Hazael  king  of  Syria. 
'^But  king  *  Joram  was  returned  to  be  ^eh.jehoram. 
healed  in  Jezreel  of  the  wounds  which  the  Syrians 
*  had  given  him,  when  he  fought  with  Hazael  Heb.  smote. 
king  of  Syria. ) 

And  Jehu  said,  If  it  be  your  minds,  then  *let  none 
go  forth  nor  escape  out  of  the  city  to  go  Heb.  z.^^  ^^o^escai^er 
to  tell  it  in  Jezreel.  '^  So  Jehu  rode  in  a  chariot,  and 
went  to  Jezreel ;  for  Joram  lay  there.  And  Ahaziah 
king  of  Judah  was  come  down  to  see  Joram. 

'^And  there  stood  a  watchman  on  the  tower  in 
Jezreel,  and  he  spied  the  company  of  Jehu  as  he 
came,  and  said,  I  see  a  company.     And  Joram  said, 
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Take  an  horseman,  and  send  to  meet  them,  and  let 
him  say,  Is  it  peace?  '^So  there  went  one  on  horse- 
back to  meet  him,  and  said.  Thus  saith  the  king.  Is  it 
peace?  And  Jehu  said,  What  hast  thou  to  do  with 
peace?  turn  thee  behind  me.  And  the  watchman 
told,  saying.  The  messenger  came  to  them,  but  he 
cometh  not  again.  '^Then  he  sent  out  a  second  on 
horseback,  which  came  to  them  and  said.  Thus  saith 
the  king,  Is  it  peace  ?  And  Jehu  answered,  What  hast 
thou  to  do  with  peace?  turn  thee  behind  me.  '°And 
the  watchman  told,  saying,  He  came  even  unto  them, 
and  cometh  not  again :  and  the  *  driving  is  like  ^^'  "l^g^^' 
the  driving  of  Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi ;  for  he  driveth 

*  furiously.  Heb.  in  madness. 

"'And  Joram  said,  *Make  ready.  And  his  neh.sind. 
chariot  was  made  ready.  And  Joram  king  of  Israel 
and  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  went  out,  each  in  his 
chariot,  and  they  went  out  against  Jehu,  and  *met 
him  in  the  portion  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite.      seh.found. 

"And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joram  saw  Jehu,  that 
he  said.  Is  it  peace,  Jehu?  And  he  answered.  What 
peace,  so  long  as  the  Avhoredoms  of  thy  mother  Jezebel 
and  her  witchcrafts  are  so  many  ?  ^'  And  Joram  turned 
his  hands,  and  fled,  and  said  to  Ahaziah,  There  is  trea- 
chery, 0  Ahaziah.  ''And  Jehu  *drew  a  ^'^SSi?""'^ 
bow  with  his  full  strength,  and  smote  Jehoram  be- 
tween his  arms,  and  the  arrow  went  out  at  his  heart, 
and  he* sunk  down  in  his  chariot.  '^Then  said  B:eh. bowed. 
Jehu  to  Bidkar  his  captain.  Take  up,  and  cast  him  in 
the  portion  of  the  field  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite :  for 
remember  how  that,  when  I  and  thou  rode  together 
after  Ahab  his  father,  the  Lord  laid  this  burden  upon 
him ;  '^  Surely  I  have  seen  yesterday  the  *  blood  Heb.szoois. 
of  Naboth,  and  the  blood  of  his  sons,  saith  the  Lord  ; 
and  I  will  requite  thee  in  this  *plat,  saith  the  or, portion. 
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Lord.  Now  therefore  take  and  cast  him  into  the  plat 
of  ground^  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

'^But  when  Ahaziah  the  king  of  Judah  saw  thi^i^ 
he  fled  by  the  way  of  the  garden  house.  And  Jehu 
followed  after  him,  and  said,  Smite  him  also  in  the 
chariot.  And  they  did  so  at  the  going  up  to  Gur, 
which  is  by  Ibleam.  And  he  fled  to  Megiddo,  and 
died  there.  '^And  his  servants  carried  him  in  a  cha- 
riot to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  him  in  his  sepulchre 
Avith  his  fathers,  in  the  city  of  David.  '^And  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab  began  Aha- 
ziah to  reign  over  Judah. 

^°And  when  Jehu  was  come  to  Jezreel,  Jezebel 
heard  of  it;  and  she  *  painted  her  face,  and  ^^lilllntlnj!^'' 
tired  her  head,  and  looked  out  at  a  window.  ^'And 
as  Jehu  entered  in  at  the  gate,  she  said,  Had  Zimri 
peace,  who  slew  his  master?  ^'And  he  lifted  up  his 
face  to  the  window,  and  said.  Who  is  on  my  side? 
who?  And  there  looked  out  to  him  two  or  three 
*  eunuchs.  ^^And  he  said.  Throw  her  down.  °''^JS'"" 
So  they  threw  her  down :  and  some  of  her  blood  was 
sprinkled  on  the  wall,  and  on  the  horses  :  and  he 
trode  her  under  foot.  ^"And  when  he  was  come  in, 
he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  said.  Go,  see  now  this  cursed 
woman^  and  bury  her:  for  she  is  a  king's  daughter. 
^^And  they  went  to  bury  her:  but  they  found  no  more 
of  her  than  the  skull,  and  the  feet,  and  the  palms  of 
her  hands.  ^^  Wherefore  they  came  again,  and  told  him. 
And  he  said.  This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he 
spake  *by  his  servant  EHjah  the  Tishbite,  say-  ^f^Jif!^ 
ing.  In  the  portion  of  Jezreel  shall  dogs  eat  the  flesh 
of  Jezebel:  "and  the  carcase  of  Jezebel  shall  be  as 
dung  upon  the  face  of  the  field  in  the  portion  of  Jez- 
reel ;  so  that  they  shall  not  say.  This  is  Jezebel. 

X.  And  Ahab  had  seventy  sons  in  Samaria.     And 
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Jehu  wrote  letters,  and  sent  to  Samaria,  unto  the 
rulers  of  Jezreel,  to  the  elders,  and  to  *them  ^^^sheZ' 
that  brought  up  Ahab's  children^  saying,  ^Xow  as 
soon  as  this  letter  cometh  to  you,  seeing  your  master's 
sons  are  with  you,  and  there  are  with  you  chariots  and 
horses,  a  fenced  city  also,  and  armour;  ^look  even 
out  the  best  and  meetest  of  your  master's  sons,  and 
set  him  on  his  father's  throne,  and  fight  for  your 
master's  house.  "^But  they  were  exceedingly  afraid, 
and  said.  Behold,  two  kings  stood  not  before  him: 
how  then  shall  we  stand?  ^And  he  that  teas  over  the 
house,  and  he  that  was  over  the  city,  the  elders  also, 
and  the  bringers  up  of  the  children^  sent  to  Jehu,  say- 
ing, We  are  thy  servants,  and  will  do  all  that  thou 
shalt  bid  us ;  we  will  not  make  any  king :  do  thou 
that  ichich  is  good  in  thine  eyes. 

^Then  he  wrote  a  letter  the  second  time  to  them, 
saying.  If  ye  he  *mine,  and  if  ye  will  hearken  -Reh.fm-me. 
unto  my  voice,  take  ye  the  heads  of  the  men  your  mas- 
ter's sons,  and  come  to  me  to  Jezreel  by  to  morrow 
this  time.  Xow  the  king's  sons,  being  seventy  per- 
sons, were  with  the  great  men  of  the  city,  which 
brought  them  up.  ^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
letter  came  to  them,  that  they  took  the  king's  sons, 
and  slew  seventy  persons^  and  put  their  heads  in  bas- 
kets, and  sent  him  them  to  Jezreel.  ^And  there  came 
a  messenger,  and  told  him,  saying,  They  have  brought 
the  heads  of  the  king's  sons.  And  he  said^  Lay  ye  them 
in  two  heaps  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gate  until  the 
morning.  ^And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that 
he  went  out,  and  stood,  and  said  to  all  the  j)eople.  Ye 
be  righteous :  behold,  I  conspired  against  my  master, 
and  slew  him:  but  who  slew  aU  these?  '°Know  now 
that  there  shall  fall  unto  the  earth  nothing  of  the 
word  of  the  Loed,  which  the  Lord  spake  concerning 
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the  house  of  Ahab  :    for  the   Lord  hath  done  that 
which  he  spake  *by  his  servant  Ehjah.  ^llndlf.' 

"So  Jehu  slew  all  that  remained  of  the  house  of 
Ahab  in  Jezreel,  and  all  his  great  men,  and  his 
*  kinsfolks,  and  his  priests,  until  he  left  him  or, acquaintance. 


none  remaming. 


"And  he  arose  and  departed,  and  came  to  Samaria. 
And  as  he  was  at  the  *  shearing  house  in  KiSfsiilep; 
the  way,  '^Jehu  *met  with  the  brethren  of  Heb./o««ci. 
Ahaziah  king  of  Judah,  and  said.  Who  are  ye?  And 
they  answered.  We  are  the  brethren  of  Ahaziah ;  and 
we  go  down  *to  salute  the  children  of  the  °'^S/.te^"" 
king  and  the  children  of  the  queen.  '"^And  he  said, 
Take  them  alive.  And  they  took  them  alive,  and  slew 
them  at  the  pit  of  the  shearing  house,  even  two  and 
forty  men ;  neither  left  he  any  of  them. 

'^And  when  he  was  departed  thence,  he  *  lighted  on 
Jehonadab  the  son  of  Eechab  coming  to  meet  Heb./oM«i. 
him:  and  he  *  saluted  him,  and  said  to  him,  B.eh.  lussed. 
Is  thine  heart  right,  as  my  heart  is  with  thy  heart? 
And  Jehonadab  answered.  It  is.  If  it  be,  give  me 
thine  hand.  And  he  gave  him  his  hand ;  and  he  took 
him  up  to  him  into  the  chariot.  '^And  he  said.  Come 
with  me,  and  see  my  zeal  for  the  Lord.  So  they 
made  him  ride  in  his  chariot. 

'^And  when  he  came  to  Samaria,  he  slew  all  that 
remained  unto  Ahab  in  Samaria,  till  he  had  destroyed 
him,  according  to  the  saying  of  the  Lord,  which  he 
spake  to  Elijah. 

'^And  Jehu  gathered  all  the  people  together,  and 
said  unto  them,  Ahab  served  Baal  a  little;  hut  Jehu 
shall  serve  him  much.  '^Now  therefore  call  unto  me 
all  the  prophets  of  Baal,  all  his  servants,  and  all  his 
priests;  let  none  be  wanting;  for  I  have  a  great  sa- 
crifice to  do  to  Baal;  whosoever  shall  be  wanting,  he 
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shall  not  live.  But  Jehu  did  it  in  subtilty,  to  the 
intent  that  he  might  destroy  the  worshippers  of  Baal. 
^°  And  Jehu  said,  *  Proclaim  a  solemn  assem-  seb.  sancu/y. 
bly  for  Baal.  And  they  proclaimed  it.  "  And  Jehu 
sent  through  all  Israel:  and  all  the  worshippers  of 
Baal  came,  so  that  tliere  was  not  a  man  left  that  came 
not.  And  they  came  into  the  house  of  Baal ;  and  the 
house  of  Baal  was  *full  from  one  end  to  l'oot£:!iu:lJ^l 
another.  "And  he  said  unto  him  that  ivas  over  the 
vestry,  Bring  forth  vestments  for  all  the  worshippers 
of  Baal.  And  he  brought  them  forth  vestments. 
'^And  Jehu  went,  and  Jehonadab  the  son  of  Kechab, 
into  the  house  of  Baal,  and  said  unto  the  worshippers 
of  Baal,  Search,  and  look  that  there  be  here  with  you 
none  of  the  servants  of  the  Lokd,  but  the  worshippers 
of  Baal  only.  ^"^  And  when  they  went  in  to  offer  sacri- 
fices and  burnt  offerings,  Jehu  appointed  fourscore 
men  without,  and  said,  If  any  of  the  men  whom  I 
have  brought  into  your  hands  escape,  he  that  letteth 
him  go^  his  life  shall  he  for  the  life  of  him. 

^'And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an 
end  of  offering  the  burnt  offering,  that  Jehu  said  to 
the  guard  and  to  the  captains,  Go  in,  and  slay  them :  let 
none  come  forth.  And  they  smote  them  with  *the  ^moum^ 
edge  of  the  sword;  and  the  guard  and  the  captains 
cast  them  out,  and  went  to  the  city  of  the  house  of 
Baal.  *^And  they  brought  forth  the  *  images  'B.eb.  statues. 
out  of  the  house  of  Baal,  and  burned  them.  '^  And  they 
brake  down  the  image  of  Baal,  and  brake  down  the  house 
of  Baal,  and  made  it  a  draught  house  unto  this  day. 

^^Thus  Jehu  destroyed  Baal  out  of  Israel.  '^How- 
beit  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Xebat,  who 
made  Israel  to  sin,  Jehu  departed  not  from  after  them, 
to  wit^  the  golden  calves  that  were  in  Beth-el,  and  that 
were  in  Dan. 
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^°And  the  Lord  said  unto  Jehu,  Because  thou  hast 
done  well  in  executing  that  ichich  is  right  in  mine 
eyes,  and  hast  done  unto  the  house  of  Ahab  according 
to  all  that  was  in  mine  heart,  thy  children  of  the 
fourth  generation  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel. 
'^But  Jehu  *took  no  heed  to  walk  in  the  law  Heb.oi.....^ 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  with  all  his  heart :  for  he 
departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  which  made 
Israel  to  sin.  . 

'^n  those  days  the  Lord  began  *to  cut  ^*^LtSl'/-^ 
Israel  short :  and  Hazael  smote  them  in  all  the  coasts 
of  Israel;  ''from  Jordan  *  eastward,  all  the  ^S^iglftlttl 
land  of  Gilead,  the  Gadites,  and  the  Reubenites,  and 
the  Manassites,  from  Aroer,  which  is  by  the  river 
Arnon,  *even  Gilead  and  Bashan.  """'SbL^I'"^ 

'"^Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehu,  and  all  that  he 
did,  and  all  his  might,  a.re  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel?  ''And 
Jehu  slept  with  his  fathers:  and  they  buried  him  in 
Samaria.  And  Jehoahaz  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
''And  *the  time  that  Jehu  reigned  over  Israel  ^'^^ere.^"^' 
in  Samaria  was  twenty  and  eight  years. 

XL  And  when  Athaliah  the  mother  of  Ahaziah 
saw  that  her  son  was  dead,  she  arose  and  destroyed 
all  the  *  seed  royal.  '  But  Jehosheba,  the  '^%:ifj,'''' 
daughter  of  king  Joram,  sister  of  Ahaziah,  took  Joash 
the  son  of  Ahaziah,  and  stole  him  from  among  the 
king's  sons  which  were  slain;  and  they  hid  him,  even 
him  and  his  nurse,  in  \h&  bedchamber  from  Athaliah, 
so  that  he  was  not  slain.  'And  he  was  with  her  hid 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord  six  years.  And  Athaliah 
did  reign  over  the  land. 

"^And  the  seventh  year  Jehoiada  sent  and  fetched 
the  rulers  over  hundreds,  with  the  captains  and  the 
guard,  and  brought  them  to  him  into  the  house  of  the 
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LoED,  and  made  a  covenant  with  them,  and  took  an 
oath  of  them  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  shewed 
them  the  king's  son.  ^And  he  commanded  them, 
saying.  This  is  the  thing  that  ye  shall  do;  A  third 
part  of  you  that  enter  in  on  the  sabbath  shall  even  be 
keepers  of  the  watch  of  the  king's  house;  "^and  a  third 
part  shall  he  at  the  gate  of  Sur ;  and  a  third  part  at 
the  gate  behind  the  guard :  so  shall  ye  keep  the  watch 
of  the  house,  *that  Tt  be  not  broken  down.  °'' •^:74:''^'- 
^And  two  *  parts  of  all  you  that  go  forth  on  S'ebTSf" 
the  sabbath,  even  they  shall  keep  the  watch  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  about  the  king.  ^And  ye  shall 
compass  the  king  round  about,  every  man  with  his 
weapons  in  his  hand :  and  he  that  cometh  within  the 
ranges,  let  him  be  slain :  and  be  ye  with  the  king  as 
he  goeth  out  and  as  he  cometh  in. 

^And  the  captains  over  the  hundreds  did  according 
to  all  things  that  Jehoiada  the  priest  commanded :  and 
they  took  every  man  his  men  that  were  to  come  in  on 
the  sabbath,  with  them  that  should  go  out  on  the 
sabbath,  and  came  to  Jehoiada  the  priest.  '°And  to 
the  captains  over  hundreds  did  the  priest  give  king 
David's  spears  and  shields,  that  ivere  in  the  temjjle  of 
the  Lord.  "And  the  guard  stood  every  man  with 
his  weapons  in  his  hand,  round  about  the  king,  from 
the  right  *  corner  of  the  temple  to  the  left  ^eh.shouuer. 
corner  of  the  temple,  along  by  the  altar  and  the 
temple.  '^And  he  brought  forth  the  king's  son,  and 
put  the  crown  upon  him,  and  gave  him.  the  testimony ; 
and  they  made  him  king,  and  anointed  him  ;  and 
they  clapped  their  hands,  and  said,  *God  save  ^fin^!LT.' 
the  king. 

'^  And  when  Athaliah  heard  the  noise  of  the  guard 
and  of  the  people,  she  came  to  the  people  into  the 
temple  of  the  Lord.    '^And  when  she  looked,  behold, 
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the  king  stood  by  a  pillar,  as  the  manner  was^  and  the 
princes  and  the  trumpeters  by  the  king,  and  all  the 
people  of  the  land  rejoiced,  and  blew  with  trumpets : 
and  Athaliah  rent  her  clothes,  and  cried.  Treason, 
Treason.  '^But  Jehoiada  the  priest  commanded  the 
captains  of  the  hundreds,  the  officers  of  the  host,  and 
said  unto  them,  Have  her  forth  without  the  ranges : 
and  him  that  followeth  her  kill  with  the  sword.  For 
the  priest  had  said,  Let  her  not  be  slain  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord.  "^And  they  laid  hands  on  her;  and  she 
went  by  the  way  by  the  which  the  horses  came  into 
the  king's  house :  and  there  was  she  slain. 

'^  And  Jehoiada  made  a  covenant  between  the  Lord 
and  the  king  and  the  people,  that  they  should  be  the 
Lord's  people;  between  the  king  also  and  the  people. 
'®  And  all  the  people  of  the  land  went  into  the  house 
of  Baal,  and  brake  it  down ;  his  altars  and  his  images 
brake  they  in  pieces  thoroughly,  and  slew  Mattan 
the  priest  of  Baal  before  the  altars.  And  the  priest 
appointed  *  officers  over  the  house  of  the  Lord.  ^.^h.  offices. 
'^And  he  took  the  rulers  over  hundreds,  and  the 
captains,  and  the  guard,  and  all  the  people  of  the 
land ;  and  they  brought  down  the  king  from  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  and  came  by  the  way  of  the  gate  of  the 
guard  to  the  king's  house.  And  he  sat  on  the  throne 
of  the  kings.  '''And  all  the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced, 
and  the  city  was  in  quiet :  and  they  slew  Athaliah  with 
the  sword  beside  the  king's  house. 

"'Seven  years  old  was  Jehoash  when  he  began  to 
reign.  XII.  In  the  seventh  year  of  Jehu  Jehoash 
began  to  reign ;  and  forty  years  reigned  he  in  Jeru- 
salem. And  his  mother's  name  was  Zibiah  of  Beer- 
sheba.  'And  Jehoash  did  that  which  ivas  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  all  his  days  wherein  Jehoiada  the 
priest  instructed  him.     ^But  the  high  places  were  not 
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taken  away  :    the    people   still  sacrificed   and   burnt 
incense  in  the  high  places. 

^And  Jehoash  said  to  the  priests,  All  the  money 
of  the  Medicated  things  that  is  brought  ^f^i^Z: 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  even  the  money  of 
every  one  that  passeth  the  account,  *the  S:L/5nr3£t 
money  that  every  man  is  set  at,  and  all  the  money 
that  *  Cometh  into  any  man's  heart  to  ^£\ZTofaZu 
bring  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  ^  let  the  priests  take 
it  to  them,  every  man  of  his  acquaintance :  and  let 
them  repair  the  breaches  of  the  house,  wheresoever 
any  breach  shall  be  found. 

'But  it  was  so,  that  *in  the  three  and  ^t^^^^dyi:^ 
twentieth  year  of  king  Jehoash  the  priests  had  not 
repaired  the  breaches  of  the  house.  ^  Then  king 
Jehoash  called  for  Jehoiada  the  priest,  and  the  othe7' 
priests,  and  said  unto  them.  Why  repair  ye  not  the 
breaches  of  the  house?  now  therefore  receive  no  more 
money  of  your  acquaintance,  but  deliver  it  for  the 
breaches  of  the  house.  ^And  the  priests  consented  to 
receive  no  more  money  of  the  people,  neither  to  repair 
the  breaches  of  the  house. 

^  But  Jehoiada  the  priest  took  a  chest,  and  bored  a 
hole  in  the  lid  of  it,  and  set  it  beside  the  altar,  on  the 
right  side  as  one  cometh  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  : 
and  the  priests  that  kept  the  *door  put  -B.eh.thresuu. 
therein  all  the  money  that  was  brought  into  the  house 
of  the  Lord. 

'°  And  it  was  so,  when  they  saw  that  there  was  much 
money  in  the  chest,  that  the  king's  *  scribe  ov,  secretary. 
and  the  high  priest  came  up,  and  they  *put  -B.eh.ioundup: 
up  in  bags,  and  told  the  money  that  was  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  "And  they  gave  the  money,  being 
told,  into  the  hands  of  them  that  did  the  work,  that 
had  the  oversight  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  they 
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*laid  it  out  to  the  carpenters  and  builders,  ^tfJrZ^^* 
that  Av^rought  upon  the  house  of  the  Lord,  ''  and  to 
masons,  and  hewers  of  stone,  and  to  buy  timber  and 
hewed  stone  to  repair  the  breaches  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  all  that  *was  laid  out  for  the  ^%rth!'^ 
house  to  repair  it.  '^  Howbeit  there  were  not  made  for 
the  house  of  the  Lord  bowls  of  silver,  snuffers,  basons, 
trumpets,  any  vessels  of  gold,  or  vessels  of  silver,  of 
the  money  that  was  brought  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord  :  '^  but  they  gave  that  to  the  workmen,  and 
repaired  therewith  the  house  of  the  Lord.  '"Moreover 
they  reckoned  not  with  the  men,  into  whose  hand  they 
delivered  the  money  to  be  bestowed  on  workmen :  for 
they  dealt  faithfully.  '^  The  trespass  money  and  sin 
money  was  not  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  : 
it  was  the  priests'. 

'^  Then  Hazael  king  of  Syria  went  up,  and  fought 
against  Gath,  and  took  it :  and  Hazael  set  his  face  to 
go  up  to  Jerusalem.  '^And  Jehoash  king  of  Judah 
took  all  the  hallowed  things  that  Jehoshaphat,  and 
Jehoram,  and  Ahaziah,  his  fathers,  kings  of  Judah,  had 
dedicated,  and  his  own  hallowed  things,  and  all  the  gold 
that  was  found  in  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
and  in  the  king's  house,  and  sent  it  to  Hazael  king  of 
Syria:  and  he  *went  away  from  Jerusalem.         ^""tip!""' 

'^And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joash,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  '°  And  his  servants  arose,  and 
made  a  conspiracy,  and  slew  Joash  in  *the  or,  sem-muio. 
house  of  Millo,  which  goeth  down  to  Silla.  "  For 
Jozachar  the  son  of  Shimeath,  and  Jehozabad  the  son 
of  *Shomer,  his  servants,  smote  him,  and  he  or,shimrith. 
died;  and  they  buried  him  with  his  fathers  in  the 
city  of  David:  and  Amaziah  his  son  reigned  in  his 
stead. 


2    KINGS,    XIII.  Ill 

XIII.  In  *the  three  and  twentieth  year  fefraZ%htdtar. 
of  Joash  the  son  of  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  Jehoahaz 
the  son  of  Jehu  began  to  reign  over  Israel  in  Samaria, 
a7id  reigned  seventeen  years.  'And  he  did  that  ichich 
ivas  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  *fol-  ^^l;^lr.^"^ 
lowed  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Xebat,  which 
made  Israel  to  sin ;  he  departed  not  therefrom.  ^  And 
the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  Israel,  and 
he  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Hazael  kinof  of 
Syria,  and  into  the  hand  of  Ben-hadad  the  son  of 
Hazael,  all  their  days.  *And  Jehoahaz  besought  the 
Lord,  and  the  Lord  hearkened  unto  him :  for  he  saw 
the  oppression  of  Israel,  because  the  king  of  Syria 
oppressed  them.  ^(And  the  Lord  gave  Israel  a 
saviour,  so  that  they  went  out  from  under  the  hand 
of  the  Syrians:  and  the  children  of  Israel  dwelt  in 
their  tents,  *as  before  time.  '  Nevertheless  ^tdTflfllt^ 
they  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  the  house  of  Jero- 
boam, who  made  Israel  sin,  but  *  walked  therein:  Ste^! 
and  there  *  remained  the  grove  also  in  Samaria.)  Reh.  stood. 
^  Neither  did  he  leave  of  the  people  to  Jehoahaz  but 
fifty  horsemen,  and  ten  chariots,  and  ten  thousand 
footmen;  for  the  king  of  Syria  had  destroyed  them, 
and  had  made  them  like  the  dust  by  threshing. 

^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoahaz,  and  all  that 
he  did,  and  his  might,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel?  ^And 
Jehoahaz  slept  with  his  fathers ;  and  they  buried  him 
in  Samaria :  and  Joash  his  son  reigned  in  liis  stead. 

'"  In  the  thirty  and  seventh  year  of  Joash  king  of 
Judah  began  Jehoash  the  son  of  Jehoahaz  to  reign 
over  Israel  in  Samaria,  and  reigned  sixteen  years. 
"And  he  did  that  which  teas  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord  ;  he  departed  not  from  all  the  sins  of  Jero- 
boam the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  sin :  hut  he 
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Avalked  therein.  ''And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joash, 
and  all  that  he  did,  and  his  might  wherewith  he 
fought  against  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 
of  Israel?  '^And  Joash  slept  with  his  fathers;  and 
Jeroboam  sat  upon  his  throne :  and  Joash  was  buried 
in  Samaria  with  the  kings  of  Israel. 

'^  Now  Elisha  was  fallen  sick  of  his  sickness  whereof 
he  died.  And  Joash  the  king  of  Israel  came  down 
unto  him,  and  wept  over  his  face,  and  said,  0  my 
father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  the  horse- 
men thereof.  '^And  Elisha  said  unto  him,  Take  bow 
and  arrows.  And  he  took  unto  him  bow  and  arrows. 
''And  he  said  to  the  king  of  Israel,  *Put  ^faJtoUft 
thine  hand  upon  the  bow.  And  he  put  his  hand  upon 
it:  and  Elisha  put  his  hands  upon  the  king's  hands. 
'^And  he  said.  Open  the  window  eastward.  And  he 
opened  it.  Then  Elisha  said.  Shoot.  And  he  shot. 
And  he  said,  The  arrow  of  the  Lord's  deliverance, 
and  the  arrow  of  deliverance  from  Syria:  for  thou 
shalt  smite  the  Syrians  in  Aphek,  till  thou  have  con- 
sumed them,  '^And  he  said.  Take  the  arrows.  And 
he  took  them.  And  he  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel, 
Smite  upon  the  ground.  And  he  smote  thrice,  and 
stayed.  '^And  the  man  of  God  was  wroth  with  him, 
and  said.  Thou  shouldest  have  smitten  five  or  six 
times,  then  hadst  thou  smitten  Syria  till  thou  hadst 
consumed  it:  whereas  now  thou  shalt  smite  Syria  but 
thrice. 

''"And  Elisha  died,  and  they  buried  him.  And  the 
bands  of  the  Moabites  invaded  the  land  at  the  coming 
in  of  the  year.  "And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  were 
burying  a  man,  that,  behold,  they  spied  a  band  of 
wen ;  and  they  cast  the  man  into  the  sepulchre  of 
Elisha:  and  when  the  man  *was  let  down,  and  ^dowu!"' 
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touched  the  bones  of  Elisha,  he  revived,  and  stood 
u|)  on  his  feet. 

"  But  Hazael  king  of  Syria  oppressed  Israel  all  the 
days  of  Jehoahaz.  '^  And  the  Lord  was  gracious  unto 
them,  and  had  compassion  on  them,  and  had  respect 
unto  them,  because  of  his  covenant  with  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  would  not  destroy  them,  neither 
cast  he  them  from  his  *presence  as  yet.  ^'^So  Heb./aee. 
Hazael  king  of  Syria  died:  and  Ben-hadad  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead.  ^^And  Jehoash  the  son  of 
Jehoahaz  *took  again  out  of  the  hand  of  ^'"^nrioZ"^ 
Ben-hadad  the  son  of  Hazael  the  cities,  which  he  had 
taken  out  of  the  hand  of  Jehoahaz  his  father  by  war. 
Three  times  did  Joash  beat  him,  and  recovered  the 
cities  of  Israel. 

XIV.  In  the  second  year  of  Joash  son  of  Jehoahaz 
king  of  Israel  reigned  Amaziah  the  son  of  Joash  king 
of  Judah.  ^  He  was  twenty  and  five  years  old  when 
he  began  to  reign,  and  reigned  twenty  and  nine  years 
in  Jerusalemv  And  his  mother's  name  was  Jehoad- 
dan  of  Jerusalem.  "  And  he  did  that  which  was  right 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  yet  not  like  David  his 
father:  he  did  according  to  all  things  as  Joash  his 
father  did.  "^  Howbeit  the  high  places  were  not  taken 
away :  as  yet  the  people  did  sacrifice  and  burnt 
incense  on  the  high  places.  ^And  it  came  to  pass, 
as  soon  as  the  kingdom  was  confirmed  in  his  hand, 
that  he  slew  his  servants  Avhich  had  slain  the  king 
his  father.  ^  But  the  children  of  the  murderers  he 
slew  not  :  according  unto  that  which  is  written  in 
the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  wherein  the  Lord 
commanded,  saying.  The  fathers  shall  not  be  put 
to  death  for  the  children,  nor  the  children  be  put 
to  death  for  the  fathers:  but  every  man  shall  be 
put  to  death  for  his  own  sin.     ^  He  slew  of  Edom  in 
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the  valley  of  salt  ten  thousand,  and  took  *  Selah  °/j,2' 
by  war,  and  called  the  name  of  it  Joktheel  unto 
this  day. 

^  Then  Amaziah  sent  messengers  to  Jehoash,  the 
son  of  Jehoahaz  son  of  Jehu,  king  of  Israel,  saying, 
Come,  let  us  look  one  another  in  the  face.  ^And 
Jehoash  the  kino;  of  Israel  sent  to  Amaziah  kins:  of 
Judah,  saying.  The  thistle  that  was  in  Lebanon  sent 
to  the  cedar  that  was  in  Lebanon,  saying.  Give  thy 
daughter  to  my  son  to  wife  :  and  there  passed  by 
a  wild  beast  that  was  in  Lebanon,  and  trode  down  the 
thistle.  '°Thou  hast  indeed  smitten  Edom,  and  thine 
heart  hath  lifted  thee  up  :  glory  of  this^  and  tarry 
*at  home:  for  why  shouldest  thou  meddle  to  ^we/^'^ 
thy  hurt,  that  thou  shouldest  fall,  even  thou,  and  Judah 
with  thee. 

"  But  Amaziah  would  not  hear.  Therefore  Jehoash 
king  of  Israel  went  up :  and  he  and  Amaziah  king  of 
Judah  looked  one  another  in  the  face  at  Beth-shemesh, 
which  belong eth  to  Judah.  '""And  Judah  *was  ^,^^«^„"^ 
put  to  the  worse  before  Israel;  and  they  fled  every 
man  to  their  tents.  '^And  Jehoash  king  of  Israel 
took  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  the  son  of  Jehoash  the 
son  of  Ahaziah,  at  Beth-shemesh,  and  came  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  brake  down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  from  the 
gate  of  Ephraim  unto  the  corner  gate,  four  hundred 
cubits.  '''And  he  took  all  the  gold  and  silver,  and  all 
the  vessels  that  were  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house,  and  hostages, 
and  returned  to  Samaria. 

'^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoash  which  he  did, 
and  his  might,  and  how  he  fought  with  Amaziah  king 
of  Judah,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kino-s  of  Israel?  '^And  Jehoash 
slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  Samaria  with 
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the  kings  of  Israel;   and  Jeroboam  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

'^  And  Amaziah  the  son  of  Joash  king  of  Judah  lived 
after  the  death  of  Jehoash  son  of  Jehoahaz  king  of 
Israel  fifteen  years.  '^  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ama- 
ziah, are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  '^  Now  they  made  a  conspiracy 
against  him  in  Jerusalem :  and  he  fled  to  Lachish ;  but 
they  sent  after  him  to  Lachish,  and  slew  him  there. 
^°And  they  brought  him  on  horses :  and  he  was  buried 
at  Jerusalem  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David. 

"'  And  all  the  people  of  Judah  took  Azariah,  which 
teas  sixteen  years  old,  and  made  him  king  instead  of 
his  father  Amaziah.  "  He  built  Elath,  and  restored 
it  to  Judah,  after  that  the  king  slept  with  his  fathers. 

'^  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Amaziah  the  son  of  Joash 
king  of  Judah  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Joash  king  of 
Israel  began  to  reign  in  Samaria,  aJid  reigned  forty 
and  one  years.  '^And  he  did  that  ivliich  teas  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  from  all  the  sins 
of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 
'^ He  restored  the  coast  of  Israel  from  the  enterino^  of 
Hamath  unto  the  sea  of  the  plain,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  he  spake  by 
the  hand  of  his  servant  Jonah,  the  son  of  Amittai,  the 
prophet,  which  icas  of  Gath-hepher.  ^^  For  the  Lord 
saw  the  affliction  of  Israel,  that  it  was  very  bitter :  for 
there  icas  not  any  shut  up,  nor  any  left,  nor  any  helper 
for  Israel.  '^And  the  Lord  said  not  that  he  would 
blot  out  the  name  of  Israel  from  under  heaven  :  but  he 
saved  them  by  the  hand  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Joash. 

*^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeroboam,  and  all  that 
he  did,  and  his  might,  how  he  warred,  and  how  he 
recovered  Damascus,  and  Hamath,  ichich  belonged  to 
Judah,  for  Israel,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of 
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the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  '^  And  Jeroboam 
slept  with  his  fathers,  even  with  the  kings  of  Israel; 
and  Zachariah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Xy.  In  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of  Jeroboam 
king  of  Israel  began  Azariah  son  of  Amaziah  king  of 
Judah  to  reign.  *  Sixteen  years  old  was  he  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  two  and  fifty  years  in 
Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was  Jecholiah  of 
Jerusalem.  ^  And  he  did  that  which  ivas  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  his  father 
Amaziah  had  done;  ^save  that  the  high  places  were 
not  removed :  the  people  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense 
still  on  the  high  places. 

^And  the  Lord  smote  the  king,  so  that  he  was  a 
leper  unto  the  day  of  his  death,  and  dwelt  in  a  several 
house.  And  Jotham  the  king's  son  was  over  the 
house,  judging  the  people  of  the  land. 

^  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Azariah,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  ^  So  Azariah  slept  with  his 
fathers ;  and  they  buried  him  with  his  fathers  in  the 
city  of  David:  and  Jotham  his  son  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

^In  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of  Azariah  king  of 
Judah  did  Zachariah  the  son  of  Jeroboam  reign  over 
Israel  in  Samaria  six  months.  ^And  he  did  that  which 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  his  fathers  had 
done :  he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the 
son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  '°And  Shallum 
the  son  of  Jabesh  conspired  against  him,  and  smote 
him  before  the  people,  and  slew  him,  and  reigned  in 
his  stead. 

"And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Zachariah,  behold,  they 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 
of  Israel.     '"  This  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he 


2  KINGS,    XY.  117 

spake  unto  Jehu,  saying,  Thy  sons  shall  sit  on  the 
throne  of  Israel  unto  the  fourth  generatioii.  And  so 
it  came  to  pass. 

'^Shallum  the  son  of  Jabesh  began  to  reign  in  the 
nine  and  thirtieth  year  of  Uzziah  king  of  Judah ;  and 
he  reigned  *a  full  month  in  Samaria.  ''For  ^t/l^r'^ 
Menahem  the  son  of  Gadi  went  up  from  Tirzah,  and 
came  to  Samaria,  and  smote  Shallum  the  son  of  Jabesh 
in  Samaria,  and  slew  him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead. 

'^  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Shallum,  and  his  con- 
spiracy which  he  made,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

'^  Then  Menahem  smote  Tiphsah,  and  all  that  were 
therein,  and  the  coasts  thereof  from  Tirzah :  because 
they  opened  not  to  him^  therefore  he  smote  it;  and  all 
the  women  therein  that  were  with  child  he  ripped  up. 

'^In  the  nine  and  thirtieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of 
Judah  began  Menahem  the  son  of  Gadi  to  reign  over 
Israel,  and  reigned  ten  years  in  Samaria.  '^  And  he  did 
that  vjliich  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  de- 
parted not  all  his  days  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the 
son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  '^  And  Pul  the 
king  of  Assyria  came  against  the  land :  and  Menahem 
gave  Pul  a  thousand  talents  of  silver,  that  his  hand 
might  be  Avith  him  to  confirm  the  kingdom  in  his 
hand.  '""And  Menahem  *  exacted  the  money  StmTfJrt. 
of  Israel,  eveji  of  all  the  mighty  men  of  wealth,  of 
each  man  fifty  shekels  of  silver,  to  give  to  the  king 
of  Assyria.  So  the  king  of  Assyria  turned  back,  and 
stayed  not  there  in  the  land. 

"'And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Menahem,  and  all 
that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel?  "And  Menahem 
slept  with  his  fathers;  and  Pekahiah  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 
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'^  In  the  fiftieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah 
Pekahiah  the  son  of  Menahem  began  to  reign  over 
Israel  in  Samaria,  and  reigned  two  years.  ^'^And  he 
did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  he 
departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  ''^  But  Pekah  the  son 
of  Remaliah,  a  captain  of  his,  conspired  against  him, 
and  smote  him  in  Samaria,  in  the  palace  of  the  king's 
house,  with  Argob  and  Arieh,  and  with  him  fifty  men 
of  the  Gileadites:  and  he  killed  him,  and  reigned  in 
his  room. 

'^And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Pekahiah,  and  all  that 
he  did,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

'^  In  the  two  and  fiftieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of 
Judah  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah  be^an  to  reio^n  over 
Israel  in  Samaria,  and  reigned  twenty  years.  ^^And 
he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  : 
he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

'^  In  the  days  of  Pekah  king  of  Israel  came  Tiglath- 
pileser  king  of  Assyria,  and  took  Ijon,  and  Abel-beth- 
maachah,  and  Janoah,  and  Kedesh,  and  Hazor,  and 
Gilead,  and  Galilee,  all  the  land  of  Naphtali,  and  carried 
them  captive  to  Assyria. 

^''And  Hoshea  the  son  of  Elah  made  a  conspiracy 
against  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah,  and  smote  him, 
and  slew  him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  Jotham  the  son  of  Uzziah. 

^'Aiid  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Pekah,  and  all  that 
he  did,  behold  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israeh 

^*  In  the  second  year  of  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah 
king  of  Israel  began  Jotham  the  son  of  Uzziah  king 
of  Judah  to  reign.     ^^  Five  and  twenty  years  old  was 
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he  wlien  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  sixteen 
years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  icas 
Jerusha,  the  daughter  of  Zadok.  ^^And  he  did  that 
which  teas  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lokd  :  he  did 
according  to  all  that  his  father  Uzziah  had  done. 
'^  Howbeit  the  high  places  were  not  removed :  the 
people  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  still  in  the  high 
places.  He  built  the  higher  gate  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord. 

'^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jotham,  and  all  that 
he  did,  a?'e  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chro- 
nicles of  the  kings  of  Judah  ? 

"  In  those  days  the  Lord  began  to  send  against 
Judah  Eezin  the  king  of  Syria,  and  Pekah  the  son 
of  Remaliah.  ^^And  Jotham  slept  with  his  fathers, 
and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David 
his  father :  and  Ahaz  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

XYI.  In  the  seventeenth  year  of  Pekah  the  son 
of  Remaliah  Ahaz  the  son  of  Jotham  kino^  of  Judah 
began  to  reign.  ^  Twenty*  years  old  was  Ahaz  when 
he  began  to  reign,  and  reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  did  not  that  ivkich  was  right  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  his  God,  like  David  his  father.  ^  But  he 
walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  yea,  and 
made  his  son  to  pass  through  the  fire,  according  to 
the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  cast 
out  from  before  the  children  of  Israel.  "^  And  he  sacri- 
ficed and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places,  and  on  the 
hills,  and  under  every  green  tree. 

'"  Then  Rezin  king  of  Syria  and  Pekah  son  of  Re- 
maliah king  of  Israel  came  up  to  Jerusalem  to  war : 
and  they  besieged  Ahaz,  but  could  not  overcome  him, 
^At  that  time  Rezin  king  of  Syria  recovered  Elath  to 
Syria,  and  drave  the  Jews  from  *  Elath:  and  Ts.eh.Eioth. 
the  Syrians  came  to  Elath,  and  dwelt  there  unto  this 
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day.  ^  So  Aliaz  sent  messengers  to  *  Tiglath-  ^^pj^Se??^^' 
pileser  king  of  Assyria,  saying,  1  am  thy  servant  and 
thy  son:  come  up,  and  save  me  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  king  of  Syria,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of 
Israel,  which  rise  up  against  me.  ^  And  Ahaz  took  the 
silver  and  gold  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house,  and 
sent  itfo)^  a  present  to  the  king  of  Assyria.  ^  And  the 
king  of  Assyria  hearkened  unto  him ;  for  the  king  of 
Assyria  went  up  against  *  Damascus,  and  took  ^tesfk.""' 
it,  and  carried  the  people  of  it  captive  to  Kir,  and  slew 
Rezin. 

'°And  king  Ahaz  went  to  Damascus  to  meet  Tig- 
lath-pileser  king  of  Assyria,  and  saw  an  altar  that  was 
at  Damascus :  and  king  Ahaz  sent  to  Urijah  the  priest 
the  fashion  of  the  altar,  and  the  pattern  of  it,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  workmanship  thereof.  "And  Urijah  the 
priest  built  an  altar  according  to  all  that  king  Ahaz 
had  sent  from  Damascus:  so  Urijah  the  priest  made 
it  against  king  Ahaz  came  from  Damascus.  ''And 
when  the  king  was  come  from  Damascus,  the  king  saw 
the  altar:  and  the  king  approached  to  the  altar,  and 
offered  thereon.  '^And  he  burnt  his  burnt  offering 
and  his  meat  offering,  and  poured  his  drink  offering, 
and  sprinkled  the  blood  of  *his  peace  ^^"'^li^rAff"^' 
offerings  upon  the  altar.  '"^And  he  brought  also  the 
brasen  altar,  which  was  before  the  Lord,  from  the 
forefront  of  the  house,  from  between  the  altar  and  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  put  it  on  the  north  side  of  the 
altar.  '^  And  king  Ahaz  commanded  Urijah  the  priest, 
saying.  Upon  the  great  altar  burn  the  morning  burnt 
offering,  and  the  evening  meat  offering,  and  the  king's 
burnt  sacrifice,  and  his  meat  offering,  with  the  burnt 
offering  of  all  the  people  of  the  land,  and  their  meat 
offering,  and  their  drink  offerings;  and  sprinkle  upon 
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it  all  the  blood  of  the  burnt  oiFering,  and  all  the  blood 
of  the  sacrifice :  and  the  brasen  altar  shall  be  for  me 
to  enquire  by.  '^Thus  did  Urijah  the  priest,  according 
to  all  that  king  Ahaz  commanded.  '^And  king  Ahaz 
cut  oiF  the  borders  of  the  bases,  and  removed  the 
laver  from  off  them;  and  took  down  the  sea  from  off 
the  brasen  oxen  that  ivere  under  it,  and  put  it  upon 
a  pavement  of  stones.  '^And  the  covert  for  the  sab- 
bath that  they  had  built  in  the  house,  and  the  king's 
entry  without,  turned  he  from  the  house  of  the  Lord 
for  the  king  of  Assyria. 

'^Xow  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ahaz  which  he  did, 
are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of 
the  kings  of  Judah  ?  '°  And  Ahaz  slept  \Yith  his  fathers, 
and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David : 
and  Hezekiah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

XYII.  In  the  twelfth  year  of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah 
began  Hoshea  the  son  of  Elah  to  reign  in  Samaria  over 
Israel  nine  years.  '  And  he  did  that  which  teas  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  but  not  as  the  kings  of  Israel 
that  were  before  him.  ^Against  him  came  up  Shal- 
maneser  king  of  Assyria;  and  Hoshea  became  his 
servant,  and  *gave  him  *  presents.  l^tZltr^' 

"^Ancl  the  king  of  Assyria  found  conspiracy  in 
Hoshea  :  for  he  had  sent  messengers  to  So  king  of 
Egypt,  and  brought  no  present  to  the  king  of  Assyria, 
as  he  had  done  year  by  year:  therefore  the  king  of 
Assyria  shut  him  up,  and  bound  him  in  prison. 

^  Then  the  king  of  Assyria  came  up  throughout  all 
the  land,  and  went  up  to  Samaria,  and  besieged  it 
three  years.  ^In  the  ninth  year  of  Hoshea  the  king 
of  Assyria  took  Samaria,  and  carried  Israel  away  into 
Assyria,  and  placed  them  in  Halah  and  in  Habor  by 
the  river  of  Gozan,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  Medes. 

^For  so  it  was,  that  the  children  of  Israel  had  sinned 
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against  the  Lord  their  God,  which  had  brought  them 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  under  the  hand  of 
Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and  had  feared  other  gods, 
^and  walked  in  the  statutes  of  the  heathen,  whom 
the  Lord  cast  out  from  before  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  which  they  had  made. 
^And  the  children  of  Israel  did  secretly  those  things 
that  were  not  right  against  the  Lord  their  God,  and 
they  built  them  high  places  in  all  their  cities,  from 
the  tower  of  the  watchmen  to  the  fenced  city.  '°And 
they  set  them  up  *  images  and  groves  in  every  ^.eh.  statues. 
high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree:  "and  there 
they  burnt  incense  in  all  the  high  places,  as  did  the 
heathen  whom  the  Lord  carried  away  before  them; 
and  wrought  wicked  things,  to  provoke  the  Lord  to 
anger:  ''for  they  served  idols,  whereof  the  Lord  had 
said  unto  them,  Ye  shall  not  do  this  thing. 

'^Yet  the  Lord  testified  against  Israel,  and  against 
Judah,  *by  all  the  prophets,  and  by  all  the  fatdo/Si. 
seers,  saying.  Turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways,  and  keep 
my  commandments  a7id  my  statutes,  according  to  all 
the  law  which  I  commanded  your  fathers,  and  which 
I  sent  to  you  by  my  servants  the  prophets.  "^Notwith- 
standing they  would  not  hear,  but  hardened  their 
necks,  like  to  the  neck  of  their  fathers,  that  did  not 
believe  in  the  Lord  their  God.  '^And  they  rejected 
his  statutes,  and  his  covenant  that  he  made  with  their 
fathers,  and  his  testimonies  which  he  testified  against 
them ;  and  they  followed  vanity,  and  became  vain,  and 
went  after  the  heathen  that  were  round  about  them, 
concerning  whom  the  Lord  had  charged  them,  that 
they  should  not  do  like  them.  '^And  they  left  all  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  made  them 
molten  images,  even  two  calves,  and  made  a  grove,  and 
worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  Baal. 
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'^And  they  caused  their  sons  and  their  daughters  to 
pass  through  the  fire,  and  used  divination  and  enchant- 
ments, and  sold  themselves  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  to  provoke  him  to  anger. 

'^Therefore  the  Lord  was  very  angry  with  Israel, 
and  removed  them  out  of  his  sight :  there  was  none 
left  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only.  '^Also  Judah  kept 
not  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  their  God,  but 
walked  in  the  statutes  of  Israel  which  they  made. 

^°And  the  Lord  rejected  all  the  seed  of  Israel,  and 
afflicted  them,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of 
spoilers,  until  he  had  cast  them  out  of  his  sight.  ^'For 
he  rent  Israel  from  the  house  of  David  ;  and  they 
made  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Xebat  king :  and  Jeroboam 
drave  Israel  from  following  the  Lord,  and  made  them 
sin  a  great  sin.  "For  the  children  of  Israel  walked 
in  all  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  which  he  did ;  they 
departed  not  from  them;  ^nmtil  the  Lord  removed 
Israel  out  of  his  sight,  as  he  had  said  by  all  his 
servants  the  prophets.  So  was  Israel  carried  away 
out  of  their  own  land  to  Assyria  unto  this  day. 

''^  And  the  kmg  of  Assyria  brought  men  from  Baby- 
lon, and  from  Cuthah,  and  from  Ava,  and  from 
Hamath,  and  from  Sepharvaim,  and  placed  them  in 
the  cities  of  Samaria  instead  of  the  children  of  Israel : 
and  they  possessed  Samaria,  and  dwelt  in  the  cities 
thereof.  ^^And  so  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  their 
dwelling  there,  that  they  feared  not  the  Lord  :  there- 
fore the  Lord  sent  lions  among  them,  which  slew 
some  of  them. 

'^Wherefore  they  spake  to  the  king  of  Assyria, 
saying.  The  nations  which  thou  hast  removed,  and 
placed  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  know  not  the  manner 
of  the  God  of  the  land :  therefore  he  hath  sent  hons 
among  them,  and,   behold,  they  slay  them,  because 
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they  know  not  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the  land. 
^^  Then  the  king  of  Assyria  commanded,  saying,  Carry 
thither  one  of  the  priests  whom  ye  brought  from 
thence;  and  let  them  go  and  dwell  there,  and  let 
him  teach  them  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the  land. 
''^Then  one  of  the  priests  whom  they  had  carried 
away  from  Samaria  came  and  dwelt  in  Beth-el,  and 
taught  them  how  they  should  fear  the  Lord. 

'^Howbeit  every  nation  made  gods  of  their  own,  and 
put  them  in  the  houses  of  the  high  places  which  the 
Samaritans  had  made,  every  nation  in  their  cities 
wherein  they  dwelt.  ^°And  the  men  of  Babylon  made 
Succoth-benoth,  and  the  men  of  Cuth  made  Nergal, 
and  the  men  of  Hamath  made  Ashima,  ^'  and  the  Avites 
made  Nibhaz  and  Tartak,  and  the  Sepharvites  burnt 
their  children  in  fire  to  Adrammelech  and  Anamme- 
lech,  the  gods  of  Sepharvaim.  ^'So  they  feared  the 
Lord,  and  made  unto  themselves  of  the  lowest  of 
them  priests  of  the  high  places,  which  sacrificed  for 
them  in  the  houses  of  the  high  places.  ^^They  feared 
the  Lord,  and  served  their  own  gods,  after  the 
manner  of  the  nations  *whom  they  carried  ^l:,^^yy;^^ttncT 
away  from  thence. 

^^  Unto  this  day  they  do  after  the  former  manners : 
they  fear  not  the  Lord,  neither  do  they  after  their 
statutes,  or  after  their  ordinances,  or  after  the  law 
and  commandment  which  the  Lord  commanded  the 
children  of  Jacob,  whom  he  named  Israel;  ^^with 
whom  the  Lord  had  made  a  covenant,  and  charged 
them,  saying,  Ye  shall  not  fear  other  gods,  nor  bow 
yourselves  to  them,  nor  serve  them,  nor  sacrifice  to 
them:  ^^but  the  Lord,  who  brought  you  up  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt  with  great  power  and  a  stretched 
out  arm,  him  shall  ye  fear,  and  him  shall  ye  worship, 
and  to  him  shall  ye  do  sacrifice.     ^^  And  the  statutes, 
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and  the  ordinances,  and  the  law,  and  the  command- 
ment, which  he  wrote  for  you,  ye  shall  observe  to  do 
for  evermore ;  and  ye  shall  not  fear  other  gods.  ^^  And 
the  covenant  that  I  have  made  with  you  ye  shall  not 
forget ;  neither  shall  ye  fear  other  gods.  ^^  But  the 
Lord  your  God  ye  shall  fear ;  and  he  shall  deliver 
you  out  of  the  hand  of  all  your  enemies.  '^"Howbeit 
they  did  not  hearken,  but  they  did  after  their  former 
manner. 

^'  So  these  nations  feared  the  Lord,  and  served 
their  graven  images,  both  their  children,  and  their 
children's  children:  as  did  their  fathers,  so  do  they 
unto  this  day. 

XVIII.  Sow  it  came  to  pass  in  the  third  year  of 
Hoshea  son  of  Elah  king  of  Israel,  that  Hezekiah  the 
son  of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah  began  to  reign.  '  Twenty 
and  five  years  old  was  he  when  he  began  to  reign; 
and  he  reigned  twenty  and  nine  years  in  Jerusalem. 
His  mother's  name  also  was  Abi,  the  daughter  of 
Zachariah.  ^And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  David  his 
father  did.  "^He  removed  the  high  places,  and  brake 
the  *  images,  and  cut  down  the  groves,  and  neh.  statues. 
brake  in  pieces  the  brasen  serpent  that  Moses  had 
made :  for  unto  those  days  the  children  of  Israel  did 
burn  incense  to  it:  and  he  called  it  *Nehushtan. 
^He  trusted  in  the  Lord  God  of  Israel;  so  "^""^^I'Zt" 
that  after  him  was  none  like  him  among  all  the  kings 
of  Judah,  nor  a7iy  that  were  before  him.  ^For  he 
clave  to  the  Lord,  and  departed  not  *from  ^'""-{Z""-^*"" 
following  him,  but  kept  his  commandments,  which 
the  Lord  commanded  Moses. 

'And  the  Lord  was  with  him;  and  he  prospered 
whithersoever  he  went  forth :  and  he  rebelled  against 
the  king  of  Assyria,  and  served  him  not.     ^  He  smote 
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the  Philistines,  even  unto  *  Gaza,  and  the  Heb.  Azzah. 
borders  thereof,  from  the  tower  of  the  watchmen  to 
the  fenced  city. 

^And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fourth  j^ear  of  king 
Hezekiah,  which  was  the  seventh  year  of  Hoshea 
son  of  Elah  king  of  Israel,  that  Shalmaneser  king  of 
Assyria  came  up  against  Samaria,  and  besieged  it. 
'°And  at  the  end  of  three  years  they  took  it:  even  in 
the  sixth  year  of  Hezekiah,  that  is  the  ninth  year  of 
Hoshea  king  of  Israel,  Samaria  was  taken.  "And  the 
king  of  Assyria  did  carry  away  Israel  unto  Assyria, 
and  put  them  in  Halah  and  in  Habor  hy  the  river 
of  Gozan,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  Medes:  '^because 
they  obeyed  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God,  but 
transgressed  his  covenant,  and  all  that  Moses  the  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord  commanded,  and  would  not  hear 
them^  nor  do  them, 

'^  Now  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  king  Hezekiah  did 

*  Sennacherib  king  of  Assyria  come  up  against  seb.  sanhern. 
all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  and  took  them.  "^And 
Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  sent  to  the  king  of  Assyria 
to  Lachish,  saying,  I  have  offended ;  return  from  me : 
that  which  thou  puttest  on  me  will  I  bear.  And  the 
king  of  Assyria  appointed  unto  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah 
three  hundred  talents  of  silver  and  thirty  talents  of 
gold.  '^And  Hezekiah  gave  him  all  the  silver  that 
was  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  trea- 
sures of  the  king's  house.  '^  At  that  time  did  Hezekiah 
cut  oif  the  gold  from,  the  doors  of  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  and  from  the  pillars  which  Hezekiah  king  of 
Judah  had  overlaid,  and  gave  *it  to  the  king  Heb.^Aem. 
of  Assyria. 

'^  And  the  king  of  Assyria  sent  Tartan  and  Rabsaris 
and  Eab-shakeh  from  Lachish  to  king  Hezekiah  Avith  a 

*  great  host  against  Jerusalem.    And  they  went  Heb.  heavy. 
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up  and  came  to  Jerusalem.  And  when  they  were  come 
up,  they  came  and  stood  by  the  conduit  of  the  upper 
pool,  which  is  in  the  highway  of  the  fuller's  field. 
'^And  when  they  had  called  to  the  king,  there  came 
out  to  them  Eliakim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  which  was 
over  the  household,  and  Shebna  the  *  scribe,  neh.  secretary. 
and  Joah  the  son  of  Asaph  the  recorder. 

'^And  Rab-shakeh  said  unto  them.  Speak  ye  now  to 
Hezekiah,  Thus  saith  the  great  king,  the  king  of  As- 
syria, What  confidence  is  this  wherein  thou  trustest? 
'"Thou  *sayest,  (but  they  are  hut  *vain  K^^^loolfoftheUps. 
words,)   *I  have  counsel  and  streno^th  for  ov,  but  counsel 

'  ■'  -.-^  ,  -,  ,         '-^  and  strength  are 

the  war.  JNow  on  whom  dost  thou  trust,  m  the  war. 
that  thou  rebellest  against  me?  "'  Now,  behold,  thou 
*  trustest  upon  the  stafi"  of  this  bruised  reed,  ^^VJ".*^^*^ 
even  upon  Egypt,  on  which  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  go 
into  his  hand,  and  pierce  it:  so  is  Pharaoh  king  of 
Egypt  unto  all  that  trust  on  him.  "  But  if  ye  say 
unto  me,  We  trust  in  the  Loed  our  God :  is  not  that 
he,  whose  high  places  and  whose  altars  Hezekiah  hath 
taken  away,  and  hath  said  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
Ye  shall  worship  before  this  altar  in  Jerusalem? 
'^  Kow  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  give  *  pledges  ov,  hostages. 
to  my  lord  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  I  will  deliver  thee 
two  thousand  horses,  if  thou  be  able  on  thy  part  to 
set  riders  upon  them.  "'^How  then  wilt  thou  turn 
away  the  face  of  one  captain  of  the  least  of  my 
master's  servants,  and  put  thy  trust  on  Egypt  for 
chariots  and  for  horsemen?  '^Am  I  now  come  up 
without  the  Lord  against  this  place  to  destroy  it? 
The  Lord  said  to  me,  Go  up  against  this  land,  and 
destroy  it. 

'^  Then  said  Eliakim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  and  Shebna, 
and  Joah,  unto  Rab-shakeh,  Speak,  I  pray  thee,  to  thy 
servants  in  the  Syrian  language;  for  we  understand  it: 
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and  talk  not  with  us  in  the  Jews'  language  in  the  ears 
of  the  people  that  are  on  the  wall.  ^^But  Eab-shakeh 
said  unto  them,  Hath  my  master  sent  me  to  thy  mas- 
ter, and  to  thee,  to  speak  these  words?  hath  he  not 
sent  me  to  the  men  which  sit  on  the  wall,  that  they 
may  eat  their  own  dung,  and  drink  *  their  ^o/iheb-feeT 
own  piss  with  you? 

^^  Then  Rab-shakeh  stood  and  cried  Avith  a  loud  voice 
in  the  Jews'  language,  and  spake,  saying.  Hear  the 
word  of  the  great  king,  the  king  of  Assyria :  *^  Thus 
saith  the  king.  Let  not  Hezekiah  deceive  you :  for  he 
shall  not  be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  his  hand : 
^°  neither  let  Hezekiah  make  you  trust  in  the  Lord, 
saying.  The  Lord  will  surely  deliver  us,  and  this  city 
shall  not  be  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of 
Assyria.  ^'  Hearken  not  to  Hezekiah :  for  thus  saith 
the  kins:  of  Assvria,  *  Make  aii  agreement  or,  seek  my  favour. 

o  J  ^  d  Heb.  Make  with  me  a 

With  me  by  a  present,  and  come  out  to  hiesdng. 
me,  and  then  eat  ye  every  man  of  his  own  vine,  and 
every  one  of  his  fig  tree,  and  drink  ye  every  one  the 
waters  of  his  *  cistern:  ^' until  I  come  and  take  ov,]pit. 
you  away  to  a  land  like  your  own  land,  a  land  of  corn 
and  wine,  a  land  of  bread  and  vineyards,  a  land  of  oil 
olive  and  of  honey,  that  ye  may  live  and  not  die :  and 
hearken  not  unto  Hezekiah,  when  he  *per-  or,  deceiveth. 
suadeth  you,  saying.  The  Lord  will  deliver  us.  ^^  Hath 
any  of  the  gods  of  the  nations  delivered  at  all  his  land 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria?  ^^  Where  are 
the  gods  of  Hamath  and  of  Arpad?  where  are  the 
gods  of  Sepharvaim,  Hena,  and  Ivah?  have  they  de- 
livered Samaria  out  of  mine  hand?  ^^Who  are  they 
among  all  the  gods  of  the  countries,  that  have  deli- 
vered their  country  out  of  mine  hand,  that  the  Lord 
should  deliver  Jerusalem  out  of  mine  hand  ? 

^^  But  the  people  held  their  peace,  and  answered  him 
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not  a  word :  for  the  king's  commandment  was,  saying, 
Answer  him  not. 

^^  Then  came  Ehakim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  which 
was  over  the  household,  and  Shebna  the  scribe,  and 
Joah  the  son  of  Asaph  the  recorder,  to  Hezekiah  with 
their  clothes  rent,  and  told  him  the  words  of  Kab- 
shakeh. 

XIX.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  king  Hezekiah 
heard  it^  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  covered  himself 
with  sackcloth,  and  went  into  the  house  of  the  Lokd. 
'And  he  sent  Eliakim,  which  loas  over  the  household, 
and  Shebna  the  scribe,  and  the  elders  of  the  priests, 
covered  with  sackcloth,  to  Isaiah  the  prophet  the  son 
of  Amoz.  ^  And  they  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  Heze- 
kiah, This  day  is  a  day  of  trouble,  and  of  rebuke,  and 
*  blasphemy:  for  the  children  are  come  to  the  ^I'aUoT' 
birth,  and  tlwe  is  not  strength  to  bring  forth.  '^It 
may  be  the  Lord  thy  God  will  hear  all  the  words 
of  Rab-shakeh,  whom  the  king  of  Assyria  his  master 
hath  sent  to  reproach  the  living  God;  and  will  re- 
prove the  words  Avhich  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  heard : 
wherefore  lift  up  thy  prayer  for  the  remnant  that 
are  *left.  neh.  found. 

^  So  the  servants  of  king  Hezekiah  came  to  Isaiah. 
^And  Isaiah  said  unto  them.  Thus  shall  ye  say  to 
your  master.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Be  not  afraid  of 
the  words  which  thou  hast  heard,  with  which  the 
servants  of  the  king  of  Assyria  have  blasphemed  me. 
^  Behold,  I  will  send  a  blast  upon  him,  and  he  shall 
hear  a  rumour,  and  shall  return  to  his  own  land ;  and 
I  will  cause  him  to  fall  by  the  sword  in  his  own 
land. 

^  So  Rab-shakeh  returned,  and  found  the  king  of 
Assyria  warring  against  Libnah :  for  he  had  heard  that 
he  was  departed  from  Lachish.     ^And  when  he  heard 

G.   10. 
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say  of  Tirhakah  king  of  Ethiopia,  Behold,  he  is  come 
out  to  fight  against  thee:  he  sent  messengers  again 
unto  Hezekiah,  saying,  '°Thus  shall  ye  speak  to  Heze- 
kiah  king  of  Judah,  saying.  Let  not  thy  God  in  whom 
thou  trustest  deceive  thee,  saying,  Jerusalem  shall  not 
be  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria. 
"  Behold,  thou  hast  heard  what  the  kings  of  Assyria 
have  done  to  all  lands,  by  destroying  them  utterly: 
and  shalt  thou  be  delivered?  '* Have  the  gods  of 
the  nations  delivered  them  which  my  fathers  have 
destroyed;  as  Gozan,  and  Haran,  and  Eezeph,  and 
the  children  of  Eden  which  were  in  Thelasar  ?  '^  Where 
is  the  king  of  Hamath,  and  the  king  of  Arpad,  and 
the  king  of  the  city  of  Sepharvaim,  of  Hena,  and 
Ivah? 

'"^And  Hezekiah  received  the  letter  of  the  hand  of 
the  messengers,  and  read  it:  and  Hezekiah  went  up 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  spread  it  before  the 
Lord.  '"And  Hezekiah  prayed  before  the  Lord,  and 
said,  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  dwellest  between 
the  cherubims,  thou  art  the  God,  even  thou  alone,  of 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth ;  thou  hast  made  heaven 
and  earth.  '^  Lord,  bow  down  thine  ear,  and  hear: 
open.  Lord,  thine  eyes,  and  see :  and  hear  the  words 
of  Sennacherib,  which  hath  sent  him  to  reproach  the 
living  God.  '^  Of  a  truth.  Lord,  the  kings  of  Assyria 
have  destroyed  the  nations  and  their  lands,  '^and  have 
*  cast  their  gods  into  the  fire :  for  they  luere  no  seb.  given. 
gods,  but  the  work  of  men's  hands,  wood  and  stone : 
therefore  they  have  destroyed  them.  '^Now  therefore, 
0  Lord  our  God,  I  beseech  thee,  save  thou  us  out  of 
his  hand,  that  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may  know 
that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  even  thou  only. 

'°  Then  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz  sent  to  Hezekiah, 
saying.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  That  which 
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thou  hast  prayed  to  me  against  Sennacherib  king  of 
Assyria  I  have  heard.  "'  This  is  the  word  that  the 
LoKD  hath  spoken  concerning  him ; 

The  virgin,  the  daughter  of  Zion,  hath  despised  thee, 
aiid  laughed  thee  to  scorn ;  the  daughter  of  Jeru- 
salem hath  shaken  her  head  at  thee.  "  Whom  hast 
thou  reproached  and  blasphemed  ?  and  against 
whom  hast  thou  exalted  thy  voice,  and  lifted  up 
thine  eyes  on  high?  even  against  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel.  *^*By  thy  messengers  thou  hast  ^fandl/!'^ 
reproached  the  Lord,  and  hast  said.  With  the 
multitude  of  my  chariots  I  am  come  up  to  the 
height  of  the  mountains,  to  the  sides  of  Lebanon, 
and^will  cut  down  *the  tall  cedar  trees  ^eb.  ^^|^^azz«.«., 
thereof,  and  the  choice  fir  trees  thereof;  and  I  will 
enter  into  the  lodgings  of  his  borders,  and  into 
*the  forest  of  his  Carmel.  ^'l  have  ^,S>t:4^;/)S'^ 
digged  and  drunk  strange  waters,  and  with  the 
sole  of  my  feet  have  I  dried  up  all  the  rivers  of 

*  besieged  places.  ov,  fenced. 
^'*Hast  thou  not  heard  lonor  as^o  how  I  ov,nast  thou  not  heard 

1  -l  .  1        p        ^   .   ^  .  how  /  have  made  it  long 

have  clone  it,  and  oi  ancient  times  ago,  and  formed  u  of 

1-|-1  n  I'O  1  T     (ancient  times?  should  I 

that  1  have  lormed  it :  now  have  1  notv  bring  it  to  be  laid 

,  !<•  11  111       waste,  and  fenced  cities 

brought  it  to  pass,  that  thou  should-  to  he  ruinous  heaps? 
est  be  to  lay  waste  fenced  cities  i7ito  ruinous  heaps. 
^'^  Therefore  their  inhabitants  were  *of  small  ^ofkand! 
power,  they  were  dismayed  and  confounded ;  they 
were  as  the  grass  of  the  field,  and  as  the  green 
lierb,  as  the  grass  on  the  house  tops,  and  as  corn 
blasted  before  it  be  grown  up.     '^  But  I  know  thy 

*  abode,  and  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming  or,  sitting. 
in,  and  thy  rage  against  me.  ^^  Because  thy  rage 
against  me  and  thy  tumult  is  come  up  into  mine 
ears,  therefore  I  will  put  my  hook  in  thy  nose,  and 
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my  bridle  in  thy  lips,  and  I  will  turn  thee  back  by 
the  way  by  which  thou  earnest. 

"^  And  this  shall  he  a  sign  unto  thee,  Ye  shall  eat  this 
year  such  things  as  grow  of  themselves,  and  in  the 
second  year  that  which  springeth  of  the  same ;  and 
in  the  third  year  sow  ye,  and  reap,  and  plant 
vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruits  thereof.  ^°And  *the 
remnant  that  is  escaped  of  the  house  of  ff\f'hou'^for 
Judah  shall  yet  again  take  root  down-  iltea*''''*  ''" 
ward,  and  bear  fruit  upward.  ^'  For  out  of  Jeru- 
salem shall  go  forth  a  remnant,  and  *they  f^^^^ifj, 
that  escape  out  of  mount  Zion:  the  zeal  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  shall  do  this. 

^'  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  concerning  the  king 
of  Assyria,  He  shall  not  come  into  this  city,  nor 
shoot  an  arrow  there,  nor  come  before  it  with 
shield,  nor  cast  a  bank  against  it.  ^^  By  the  way 
that  he  came,  by  the  same  shall  he  return,  and 
shall  not  come  into  this  city,  saith  the  Lord.  ^'^For 
I  will  defend  this  city,  to  save  it,  for  mine  own 
sake,  and  for  my  servant  David's  sake. 

^^And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  went  out,  and  smote  in  the  camp  of  the 
Assyrians  an  hundred  fourscore  and  five  thousand: 
and  when  they  arose  early  in  the  morning,  behold, 
they  we7^e  all  dead  corpses.  ^^  So  Sennacherib  king  of 
Assyria  departed,  and  went  and  returned,  and  dwelt 
at  Nineveh.  ^^And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  was  wor- 
shipping in  the  house  of  Nisroch  his  god,  that 
Adrammelech  and  Sharezer  his  sons  smote  him 
with  the  sword;  and  they  escaped  into  the  land  of 
'Armenia.  And  Esarhaddon  his  son  reigned  Heb.  Ararat. 
in  his  stead. 

XX.  In  those  days  was  Hezekiah  sick  unto  death. 


2    KINGS,    XX.  133 

And  the  prophet  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz  came  to  him, 
and  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  *  Set  thine 
house  in  order;  for  thou  shalt  die,  and  ^t«f4"wSur" 
not  live.  'Then  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  and 
prayed  unto  the  Lord,  saying,  ^I  beseech  thee,  0 
Lord,  remember  now  how  I  have  walked  before  thee 
in  truth  and  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  have  done  that 
ichich  is   good   in   thy  sight.     And    Hezekiah  wept 

''^^^*  weeping. 

*And  it  came  to  pass,  afore  Isaiah  was  gone  out 
into  the  middle  *  court,  that  the  word  of  the  or,  dt^/. 
Lord  came  to  him,  saying,  ^  Turn  again,  and  tell 
Hezekiah  the  captain  of  my  people.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  David  thy  father,  I  have  heard  thy 
prayer,  I  have  seen  thy  tears ;  behold,  I  mil  heal  thee : 
on  the  third  day  thou  shalt  go  up  unto  the  house  of 
the  Lord.  ^And  I  will  add  unto  thy  days  fifteen 
years :  and  I  will  deliver  thee  and  this  city  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria ;  and  I  will  defend  this 
city  for  mine  own  sake,  and  for  my  servant  David's 
sake.  ^And  Isaiah  said.  Take  a  lump  of  figs.  And 
they  took  and  laid  it  on  the  boil,  and  he  recovered. 

^And  Hezekiah  said  unto  Isaiah,  What  shall  be  the 
sign  that  the  Lord  ^vill  heal  me,  and  that  I  shall  go 
up  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  the  third  day?  ^And 
Isaiah  said.  This  sign  shalt  thou  have  of  the  Lord, 
that  the  Lord  will  do  the  thing  that  he  hath  spoken : 
shall  the  shadow  go  forward  ten  degrees,  or  go  back 
ten  degrees?  '°And  Hezekiah  answered,  It  is  a  light 
thing  for  the  shadow  to  go  down  ten  degrees :  nay,  but 
let  the  shadow  return  backward  ten  degrees.  "And 
Isaiah  the  prophet  cried  unto  the  Lord:  and  he 
brought  the  shadow  ten  degrees  backward,  by  which 
it  had  gone  down  in  the  *dial  of  Ahaz.  Eeh.  degrees. 

^'At  that  time  *  Berodach-baladan,  the  son  ^^I'Zanf''' 
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of  Balaclan,  king  of  Babylon,  sent  letters  and  a  present 
unto  Hezekiah:  for  he  had  heard  that  Hezekiah  had 
been  sick.  '^  And  Hezekiah  hearkened  unto  them,  and 
shewed  them  all  the  house  of  his  *  precious  ov,spicer,j. 
things,  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  spices,  and  the 
precious  ointment,  and  all  the  house  of  his  *  armour, 
and  all  that  was  found  in  his  treasures :  there  ^^siTetu. 
was  nothing  in  his  house,  nor  in  all  his  dominion,  that 
Hezekiah  shewed  them  not. 

''Then  came  Isaiah  the  prophet  unto  king  Hezekiah, 
and  said  unto  him.  What  said  these  men?  and  from 
whence  came  they  unto  thee?  And  Hezekiah  said, 
They  are  come  from  a  far  country,  even  from  Babylon. 
'^And  he  said.  What  have  they  seen  in  thine  house? 
And  Hezekiah  answered.  All  the  things  that  are  in 
mine  house  have  they  seen:  there  is  nothing  among 
my  treasures  that  I  have  not  shewed  them. 

''And  Isaiah  said  unto  Hezekiah,  Hear  the  word  of 
the  Lord.  '^Behold,  the  days  come,  that  all  that  is  in 
thine  house,  and  that  which  thy  fathers  have  laid  up 
in  store  unto  this  day,  shall  be  carried  into  Babylon : 
nothing  shall  be  left,  saith  the  Loed.  ''And  of  thy 
sons  that  shall  issue  from  thee,  which  thou  shalt  beget, 
shall  they  take  away ;  and  they  shall  be  eunuchs  in  the 
palace  of  the  king  of  Babylon.  ''Then  said  Hezekiah 
unto  Isaiah,  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  thou 
hast  spoken.  And  he  said,  *  Is  it  not  good,  ^;«e?fitSr//. 
if  peace  and  truth  be  in  my  days  ? 

'"And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Hezekiah,  and  all  his 
might,  and  how  he  made  a  pool,  and  a  conduit,  and 
brought  water  into  the  city,  are  they  not  written  in 
the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah? 
"  And  Hezekiah  slept  with  his  fathers :  and  Manasseh 
his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

XXL  Manasseh  was  twelve  years  old  when  he 
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began  to  reign,  and  reigned  fifty  and  ^e  years  in 
Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was  Hephzi-bah. 
'And  he  did  that  ichich  teas  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  after  the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  whom  the 
Lord  cast  out  before  the  children  of  Israel.  "  For  he 
built  up  again  the  high  places  which  Hezekiah  his 
father  had  destroyed ;  and  he  reared  up  altars  for  Baal, 
and  made  a  grove,  as  did  Ahab  king  of  Israel;  and 
worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  them. 
•^  And  he  built  altars  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  of  which 
the  Lord  said.  In  Jerusalem  will  I  put  my  name. 
^And  he  built  altars  for  all  the  host  of  heaven  in  the 
two  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  ^And  he  made 
his  son  pass  through  the  fire,  and  observed  times,  and 
used  enchantments,  and  dealt  with  familiar  spirits  and 
wizards :  he  wrought  much  wickedness  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  to  provoke  liim  to  anger.  ^And  he  set  a 
graven  image  of  the  grove  that  he  had  made  in  the 
house,  of  which  the  Lord  said  to  David,  and  to  Solo- 
mon his  son.  In  this  house,  and  in  Jerusalem,  which  I 
have  chosen  out  of  all  tribes  of  Israel,  will  I  put  my 
name  for  ever:  ^neither  will  I  make  the  feet  of  Israel 
move  any  more  out  of  the  land  which  I  gave  their 
fathers ;  only  if  they  will  observe  to  do  according  to 
all  that  I  have  commanded  them,  and  according  to 
all  the  law  that  my  servant  Moses  commanded  them. 
^But  they  hearkened  not :  and  Manasseh  seduced  them 
to  do  more  evil  than  did  the  nations  whom  the  Lord 
destroyed  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

'°  And  the  Lord  spake  by  his  servants  the  prophets, 
saying,  "Because  Manasseh  king  of  Judah  hath  done 
these  abominations,  and  hath  done  wickedly  above 
all  that  the  Amorites  did,  which  were  before  him,  and 
hath  made  Judah  also  to  sin  with  his  idols:  ''there- 
fore thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Behold,  I  am 


136  2    KINGS,    XXI. 

bringing  such  evil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Juclah,  that 
whosoever  heareth  of  it,  both  his  ears  shall  tingle. 
'^  And  I  will  stretch  over  Jerusalem  the  line  of  Samaria, 
and  the  plummet  of  the  house  of  Ahab :  and  I  will 
wipe  Jerusalem  as  a  man  wipeth  a  dish,  *  wiping  it, 

and  turning  it  upside  doAvn.  ';And  I  y;^::}^:^::^^::::^ 

will  forsake  the  remnant  of  mine  inheritance,  and  de- 
liver them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies ;  and  they 
shall  become  a  prey  and  a  spoil  to  all  their  enemies ; 
'^because  they  have  done  that  which  was  evil  in  my 
sight,  and  have  provoked  me  to  anger,  since  the  day 
their  fathers  came  forth  out  of  Egypt,  even  unto 
this  day. 

'^  Moreover  Manasseh  shed  innocent  blood  very  much, 
till  he  had  filled  Jerusalem  *  from  one  end  ^'VZZtr'' 
to  another;  beside  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Judah 
to  sin,  in  doing  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord.  '^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Manasseh,  and  all 
that  he  did,  and  his  sin  that  he  sinned,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of 
Judah?  '^And  Manasseh  slept  with  his  fathers,  and 
was  buried  in  the  garden  of  his  own  house,  in  the 
garden  of  Uzza:  and  Amon  his  son  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

'^Amon  was  twenty  and  two  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  two  years  in  Jerusalem. 
And  his  mother's  name  was  Meshullemeth,  the  daughter 
of  Haruz  of  Jotbah.  '"And  he  did  that  ivhich  was  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  his  father  Manasseh  did. 
"  And  he  walked  in  all  the  way  that  his  father  walked 
in,  and  served  the  idols  that  his  father  served,  and 
worshipped  them:  "and  he  forsook  the  Lord  God  of 
his  fathers,  and  walked  not  in  the  way  of  the  Lord. 
*^And  the  servants  of  Amon  conspired  against  him, 
and  slew  the  king  in  his  own  house.    ''^  And  the  people 
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of  the  land  slew  all  them  that  had  conspired  against 
king  Amon;  and  the  people  of  the  land  made  Josiah 
his  son  king  in  his  stead. 

''"Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Amon  which  he  did, 
are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah?  '\4.nd  he  was  buried  in  his 
sepulchre  in  the  garden  of  Uzza:  and  Josiah  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

XXII.  Josiah  was  eight  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  thirty  and  one  years  in  Jeru- 
salem. And  his  mother's  name  was  Jedidah,  the 
daughter  of  Adaiah  of  Boscath.  ""And  he  did  that 
which  teas  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked 
in  all  the  way  of  David  his  father,  and  turned  not 
aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

^  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king 
Josiah,  that  the  king  sent  Shaphan  the  son  of  Azaliah, 
the  son  of  Meshullam,  the  scribe,  to  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  saying,  ^Go  up  to  Hilkiah  the  high  priest,  that 
he  may  sum  the  silver  which  is  brought  into  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  which  the  keepers  of  the  *door  B.eb.  threshold. 
have  gathered  of  the  people:  ^and  let  them  deliver 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  doers  of  the  work,  that  have 
the  oversight  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  let  them 
give  it  to  the  doers  of  the  work  which  is  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  to  repair  the  breaches  of  the  house, 
^unto  carpenters,  and  builders,  and  masons,  and  to 
buy  timber  and  hewn  stone  to  repair  the  house. 
^Howbeit  there  was  no  reckoning  made  with  them 
of  the  money  that  was  delivered  into  their  hand, 
because  they  dealt  faithfully. 

^And  Hilkiah  the  high  priest  said  unto  Shaphan 
the  scribe,  I  have  found  the  book  of  the  law  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  And  Hilkiah  gave  the  book  to 
Shaphan,  and  he  read  it.     ^And  Shaphan  the  scribe 
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came  to  the  king,  and  brought  the  king  word  again, 
and  said,  Thy  servants  have  *  gathered  the  Tieh.meUed. 
money  that  was  found  in  the  house,  and  have  de- 
livered it  into  the  hand  of  them  that  do  the  work, 
that  have  the  oversight  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
'°And  Shaphan  the  scribe  shewed  the  king,  saying, 
Hilkiah  the  priest  hath  delivered  me  a  book.  And 
Shaphan  read  it  before  the  king.  "And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  king  had  heard  the  words  of  the  book 
of  the  law,  that  he  rent  his  clothes.  ''And  the  king 
commanded  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  Ahikam  the  son 
of  Shaphan,  and  Achbor  the  son  of  *Michaiah,  0T,3iieah. 
and  Shaphan  the  scribe,  and  Asahiah  a  servant  of  the 
king^s,  saying,  '^Go  ye,  enquire  of  the  Lord  for  me, 
and  for  the  people,  and  for  all  Judah,  concerning  the 
words  of  this  book  that  is  found:  for  great  is  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  that  is  kindled  against  us,  because 
our  fathers  have  not  hearkened  unto  the  words  of  this 
book,  to  do  according  unto  all  that  which  is  written 
concerning  us. 

'^So  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  Ahikam,  and  Achbor, 
and  Shaphan,  and  Asahiah,  went  unto  Huldah  the 
prophetess,  the  wife  of  Shallum  the  son  of  Tikvah, 
the  son  of  *Harhas,  keeper  of  the  *  wardrobe;  n^h^Zmtfs. 
(now  she  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  *in  the  college;)  ?elonfpart. 
and  they  communed  with  her. 

'^And  she  said  unto  them.  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  Tell  the  man  that  sent  you  to  me, 
''Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon 
this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof,  even  all 
the  words  of  the  book  which  the  king  of  Judah  hath 
read  :  '^  because  they  have  forsaken  me,  and  have 
burned  incense  unto  other  gods,  that  they  might  pro- 
voke me  to  anger  with  all  the  works  of  their  hands ; 
therefore  my  wrath  shall  be  kindled  against  this  place, 


2    KINGS,    XXIIL  139 

and  shall  not  be  quenched.  '^But  to  the  king  of 
Judah  which  sent  you  to  enquire  of  the  Lokd,  thus 
shall  ye  say  to  him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  As  touching  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard ; 
'^Because  thine  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  hast 
humbled  thyself  before  the  Lord,  when  thou  heard- 
est  what  I  spake  against  this  place,  and  against  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  that  they  should  become  a  deso- 
lation and  a  curse,  and  hast  rent  thy  clothes,  and 
wept  before  me;  I  also  have  heard  tJiee^  saith  the 
Lord.  '°  Behold  therefore,  I  will  gather  thee  unto 
thy  fathers,  and  thou  shalt  be  gathered  into  thy  grave 
in  peace  ;  and  thine  eyes  shall  not  see  all  the  evil 
which  I  will  bring  upon  this  place.  And  they  brought 
the  kin  Of  word  ao^ain. 

XXIIL  And  the  king  sent,  and  they  gathered 
unto  him  all  the  elders  of  Judah  and  of  Jerusalem, 
^And  the  king  went  up  into  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  men  of  Judah  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem  with  him,  and  the  priests,  and  the  prophets, 
and  all  the  people,  *  both  small  and  great :  ^f:;{:z;Zi. 
and  he  read  in  their  ears  all  the  words  of  the  book 
of  the  covenant  which  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  ^And  the  king  stood  by  a  pillar,  and  made 
a  covenant  before  the  Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord, 
and  to  keep  his  commandments  and  his  testimonies 
and  his  statutes  with  all  their  heart  and  all  their  soul, 
to  perform  the  words  of  this  covenant  that  were 
written  in  this  book.  And  all  the  people  stood  to 
the  covenant. 

"^And  the  king  commanded  Hilkiah  the  high  priest, 
and  the  priests  of  the  second  order,  and  the  keepers 
of  the  door,  to  bring  forth  out  of  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  all  the  vessels  that  were  made  for  Baal,  and  for 
the  grove,  and  for  all  the  host  of  heaven  :    and   he 
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burned  them  without  Jerusalem  in  the  fields  of  Ki- 
dron,  and  carried  the  ashes  of  them  unto  Beth-el. 
'And  he  *put  down  *the  idolatrous  priests,  g^b.X'itr"''' 
whom  the  kings  of  Judah  had  ordained  to  burn  in- 
cense in  the  high  places  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and 
in  the  places  round  about  Jerusalem ;  them  also  that 
burned  incense  unto  Baal,  to  the  sun,  and  to  the 
moon,  and  to  the  *  planets,  and  to  all  the  ^''iSalSS^'' 
host  of  heaven.  ^And  he  brought  out  the  grove  from 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  without  Jerusalem,  unto  the 
brook  Kidron,  and  burned  it  at  the  brook  Kidron, 
and  stamped  it  small  to  powder,  and  cast  the  powder 
thereof  upon  the  graves  of  the  children  of  the  people. 
^And  he  brake  down  the  houses  of  the  sodomites,  that 
were  by  the  house  of  the  Lord,  where  the  women 
wove  *  hangings  for  the  grove.  B^e-b.-housea. 

^And  he  brought  all  the  priests  out  of  the  cities  of 
Judah,  and  defiled  the  high  places  where  the  priests 
had  burned  incense,  from  Geba  to  Beersheba,  and 
brake  down  the  high  places  of  the  gates  that  were 
in  the  entering  in  of  the  gate  of  Joshua  the  governor 
of  the  city,  which  were  on  a  man's  left  hand  at  the 
gate  of  the  city.  ^Nevertheless  the  priests  of  the 
high  places  came  not  up  to  the  altar  of  the  Lord  in 
Jerusalem,  but  they  did  eat  of  the  unleavened  bread 
among  their  brethren. 

'°And  he  defiled  Topheth,  which  is  in  the  valley 
of  the  children  of  Hinnom,  that  no  man  might  make 
his  son  or  his  daughter  to  pass  through  the  fire  to 
Molech.  "And  he  took  away  the  horses  that  the 
kings  of  Judah  had  given  to  the  sun,  at  the  entering 
in  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  by  the  chamber  of  Na- 
than-melech  the  *  chamberlain,  which  was  in  ^or,"  «#""?' 
the  suburbs,  and  burned  the  chariots  of  the  sun  with 
fire.     ''And  the  altars  that  were  on  the   top  of  the 
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upper  chamber  of  Ahaz,  which  the  kings  of  Judah 
had  made,  and  the  altars  which  Manasseh  had  made 
in  the  two  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  did  the 
king  beat  down,  and  *  brake  them  down  from  ^'■£"{'*°"' 
thence,  and  cast  the  dust  of  them  into  the  brook 
Kidron.  '^And  the  high  places  that  were  before  Jeru- 
salem, which  were  on  the  right  hand  of  *  the  ^^"Vfoiwer"' 
mount  of  corruption,  which  Solomon  the  king  of  Israel 
had  builded  for  Ashtoreth  the  abomination  of  the  Zido- 
nians,  and  for  Chemosh  the  abomination  of  the  Moab- 
ites,  and  for  Milcom  the  abomination  of  the  children 
of  Ammon,  did  the  king  defile.  '^And  he  brake  in 
pieces  the  *  images,  and  cut  down  the  groves,  ^eh.  statues. 
and  filled  their  places  with  the  bones  of  men. 

'^Moreover  the  altar  that  teas  at  Beth-el,  and  the 
high  place  which  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who 
made  Israel  to  sin,  had  made,  both  that  altar  and  the 
high  place  he  brake  down,  and  burned  the  high  place, 
and  stamped  it  small  to  powder,  and  burned  the  grove. 
'^  And  as  Josiah  turned  himself,  he  spied  the  sepulchres 
that  were  there  in  the  mount,  and  sent,  and  took  the 
bones  out  of  the  sepulchres,  and  burned  them  upon 
the  altar,  and  polluted  it,  according  to  the  word  of 
the  Lord  which  the  man  of  God  proclaimed,  who 
proclaimed  these  words.  '^Then  he  said.  What  title 
is  that  that  I  see  ?  And  the  men  of  the  city  told  him, 
It  is  the  sepulchre  of  the  man  of  God,  which  came 
from  Judah,  and  proclaimed  these  things  that  thou 
hast  done  against  the  altar  of  Beth-el.  '^  And  he  said, 
Let  him  alone ;  let  no  man  move  his  bones.  So  they 
let  his  bones  *  alone,  with  the  bones  of  the  B.eb.  to  escape. 
prophet  that  came  out  of  Samaria. 

'^And  all  the  houses  also  of  the  high  places  that 
luere  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  which  the  kings  of  Israel 
had  made  to  provoke  the  LORD  to  anger,  Josiah  took 
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away,  and  did  to  them  according  to  all  the  acts  that 
he  had  done  in  Beth-el.  '°  And  he  *slew  all  the  °;^rr" 
priests  of  the  high  places  that  were  there  upon  the 
altars,  and  burned  men's  bones  upon  them,  and  re- 
turned to  Jerusalem. 

"And  the  king  commanded  all  the  people,  saying. 
Keep  the  passover  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  as  it  is 
written  in  the  book  of  this  covenant.  "  Surely  there 
was  not  holden  such  a  passover  from  the  days  of  the 
judges  that  judged  Israel,  nor  in  all  the  days  of  the 
kings  of  Israel,  nor  of  the  kings  of  Judah ;  '^  but  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Josiah,  whereiii  this  pass- 
over  was  holden  to  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem. 

^^  Moreover  the  workers  with  familiar  spirits,  and  the 
wizards,  and  the  *  images,  and  the  idols,  and  or,terapUm. 
all  the  abominations  that  were  spied  in  the  land  of 
Judah  and  in  Jerusalem,  did  Josiah  put  away,  that 
he  might  perform  the  words  of  the  law  which  were 
written  in  the  book  that  Hilkiah  the  priest  found  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  '^And  like  unto  him  was 
there  no  king  before  him,  that  turned  to  the  Lord 
with  all  his  heart,  and  with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all 
his  might,  according  to  all  the  law  of  Moses ;  neither 
after  him  arose  there  any  like  him. 

^^Notwithstanding  the  Lord  turned  not  from  the 
fierceness  of  his  great  wrath,  wherewith  his  anger  was 
kindled  against  Judah,  because  of  all  the  *pro-  B.eb.  angers. 
vocations  that  Manasseh  had  provoked  him  withal. 
'^And  the  Lord  said,  I  will  remove  Judah  also  out 
of  my  sight,  as  I  have  removed  Israel,  and  will  cast 
oif  this  city  Jerusalem  which  I  have  chosen,  and  the 
house  of  which  I  said.  My  name  shall  be  there. 

'^Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josiah,  and  all  that 
he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chro- 
nicles of  the  kings  of  Judah? 
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'^In  his  days  Pharaoh-nechoh  king  of  Egypt  went 
up  against  the  king  of  Assyria  to  the  river  Euphrates : 
and  king  Josiah  went  against  him;  and  he  slew  him 
at  Megiddo,  when  he  had  seen  him.  ^"And  his  ser- 
vants carried  him  in  a  chariot  dead  from  Megiddo, 
and  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  him  m  his 
own  sepulchre.  And  the  people  of  the  land  took 
Jehoahaz  the  son  of  Josiah,  and  anointed  him,  and 
made  him  king  in  his  father's  stead. 

^'  Jehoahaz  was  twenty  and  three  years  old  when 
he  beofan  to  reio;n;  and  he  reio^ned  three  months  in 
Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was  Hamutal, 
the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  of  Libnah.  ^""And  he  did 
that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according 
to  all  that  his  fathers  had  done.  ^^And  Pharaoh- 
nechoh  put  him  in  bands  at  Eiblah  in  the  land  of 
Hamath,  *that  he  might  not  reign  in  Jerusa-  ^I'rdgnlT 
lem;  and  *put  the  land  to  a  tribute  of  an  ^upontLVant* 
hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  a  talent  of  gold.  ''^And 
Pharaoh-nechoh  made  Eliakim  the  son  of  Josiah  king 
in  the  room  of  Josiah  his  father,  and  turned  his  name 
to  Jehoiakim,  and  took  Jehoahaz  away :  and  he  came 
to  Egypt,  and  died  there.  ^^And  Jehoiakim  gave  the 
silver  and  the  gold  to  Pharaoh ;  but  he  taxed  the  land 
to  give  the  money  according  to  the  commandment  of 
Pharaoh :  he  exacted  the  silver  and  the  gold  of  the 
people  of  the  land,  of  every  one  according  to  his  tax- 
ation, to  give  it  unto  Pharaoh-nechoh. 

^^  Jehoiakim  was  twenty  and  five  years  old  when 
he  began  to  reign;  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in 
Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  ivas  Zebudah,  the 
daughter  of  Pedaiah  of  Rumah.  "And  he  did  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to 
all  that  his  fathers  had  done. 

XXIV.  In  his  days  Xebuchadnezzar  king  of  Baby- 
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Ion  came  up,  and  Jehoiakim  became  his  servant  three 
years :  then  he  turned  and  rebelled  against  him.  ^And 
the  Lord  sent  against  him  bands  of  the  Chaldees,  and 
bands  of  the  Syrians,  and  bands  of  the  Moabites,  and 
bands  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  sent  them  against 
Judah  to  destroy  it,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  spake  *by  his  servants  the  prophets,  ^handl/^' 
^  Surely  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  came  this 
upon  Judah,  to  remove  them  out  of  his  sight,  for  the 
sins  of  Manasseh,  according  to  all  that  he  did ;  ^  and 
also  for  the  innocent  blood  that  he  shed :  for  he  filled 
Jerusalem  with  innocent  blood ;  which  the  Lord  would 
not  pardon. 

^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoiakim,  and  all  that 
he  did,  ai^e  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chro- 
nicles of  the  kings  of  Judah?  ^So  Jehoiakim  slept 
with  his  fathers:  and  Jehoiachin  his  son  reigned  in 
his  stead. 

^And  the  king  of  Egypt  came  not  again  any  more 
out  of  his  land :  for  the  king  of  Babylon  had  taken 
from  the  river  of  Egypt  unto  the  river  Euphrates  all 
that  pertained  to  the  king  of  Egypt. 

^  Jehoiachin  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  in  Jerusalem  three  months. 
And  his  mother's  name  was  Nehushta,  the  daughter 
of  Elnathan  of  Jerusalem.  ^And  he  did  that  luhich 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that 
his  father  had  done. 

'°At  that  time  the  servants  of  Nebuchadnezzar  king 
of  Babylon  came  up  against  Jerusalem,  and  the  city 
*was  besieged.  "And  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Ss?"^^ 
Babylon  came  against  the  city,  and  his  servants  did 
besiege  it.  ''And  Jehoiachin  the  king  of  Judah  went 
out  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  he,  and  his  mother,  and 
his  servants,  and  his  princes,  and  his  *  officers :  or,  eunuchs. 
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and  the  king  of  Babylon  took  him  in  the  eighth  year 
of  his  reign.  '"And  he  carried  out  thence  all  the  trea- 
sures of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of 
the  king's  house,  and  cut  in  pieces  all  the  vessels  of 
gold  which  Solomon  king  of  Israel  had  made  in  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  as  the  Lord  had  said.  ''^And  he 
carried  away  all  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  princes,  and 
all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  even  ten  thousand  cap- 
tives, and  all  the  craftsmen  and  smiths :  none  remained 
save  the  poorest  sort  of  the  people  of  the  land. 

'^And  he  carried  away  Jehoiachin  to  Babylon,  and 
the  king's  mother,  and  the  king's  mves,  and  his 
*  officers,  and  the  mighty  of  the  land,  those  ov,  eunuchs. 
carried  he  into  captivity  from  Jerusalem  to  Babylon. 
'^And  all  the  men  of  might,  even  seven  thousand,  and 
craftsmen  and  smiths  a  thousand,  all  that  were  strong 
and  apt  for  war,  even  them  the  king  of  Babylon 
brought  captive  to  Babylon.  '^  And  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon made  Mattaniah  his  father's  brother  king  in  his 
stead,  and  changed  his  name  to  Zedekiah. 

'^  Zedekiah  was  twenty  and  one  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jeru- 
salem. And  his  mother's  name  teas  Hamutal,  the 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  of  Libnah.  '^  And  he  did  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to 
all  that  Jehoiakim  had  done.  '°For  through  the  anger 
of  the  Lord  it  came  to  pass  in  Jerusalem  and  Judah, 
until  he  had  cast  them  out  from  his  presence,  that 
Zedekiah  rebelled  against  the  king  of  Babylon. 

XXV.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  ninth  year  of  his 
reign,  in  the  tenth  month,  in  the  tenth  day  of  the 
month,  that  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  came, 
he,  and  all  his  host,  against  Jerusalem,  and  pitched 
against  it ;  and  they  built  forts  against  it  round  about. 
^And  the  city  was  besieged  unto  the  eleventh  year  of 

G.  11. 
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king  Zedekiah.  ^And  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  fourth 
month  the  famine  prevailed  in  the  city,  and  there  was 
no  bread  for  the  people  of  the  land.  '^And  the  city- 
was  broken  up,  and  all  the  men  of  war  fled  by  night 
by  the  way  of  the  gate  between  two  walls,  which  is 
by  the  king's  garden :  (now  the  Chaldees  were  against 
the  city  round  about:)  and  the  king  went  the  way 
toward  the  plain.  ^And  the  army  of  the  Chaldees 
pursued  after  the  king,  and  overtook  him  in  the  plains 
of  Jericho :  and  all  his  army  were  scattered  from  him. 
^  So  they  took  the  king,  and  brought  him  up  to  the 
king  of  Babylon  to  Riblah;  and  they  *gave  ^^L'Sf^S" 
judgment  upon  him.  ^And  they  slew  the  sons  of 
Zedekiah  before  his  eyes,  and  *put  out  the  eyes  ^%Tdf'^ 
of  Zedekiah,  and  bound  him  with  fetters  of  brass,  and 
carried  him  to  Babylon. 

^And  in  the  fifth  month,  on  the  seventh  day  of  the 
month,  which  is  the  nineteenth  year  of  king  Nebu- 
chadnezzar king  of  Babylon,  came  Nebuzar-adan, 
*  captain  of  the  guard,  a  servant  of  the  king  of  SaV21f 
Babylon,  unto  Jerusalem:  ^and  he  burnt  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  king's  house,  and  all  the  houses  of 
Jerusalem,  and  every  great  man^s  house  burnt  he  with 
fire.  '°And  all  the  army  of  the  Chaldees,  that  were 
with  the  captain  of  the  guard,  brake  down  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem  round  about.  "Now  the  rest  of  the  people 
that  were  left  in  the  city,  and  the  *  fugitives  ^^L-^"'" 
that  fell  away  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  with  the  rem- 
nant of  the  multitude,  did  Nebuzar-adan  the  captain 
of  the  guard  carry  away.  '"^  But  the  captain  of  the 
guard  left  of  the  poor  of  the  land  to  he  vinedressers 
and  husbandmen. 

'^And  the  pillars  of  brass  that  ivei^e  in  the  house  of 
the  liORD,  and  the  bases,  and  the  brasen  sea  that  ivas 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  did  the  Chaldees  break  in 
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pieces,  and  carried  the  brass  of  them  to  Babylon. 
'^And  the  pots,  and  the  shovels,  and  the  snuffers,  and 
the  spoons,  and  all  the  vessels  of  brass  wherewith  they 
ministered,  took  they  away.  '^  And  the  firepans,  and 
the  bowls,  and  such  things  as  were  of  gold,  in  gold, 
and  of  silver,  in  silver,  the  captain  of  ihQ  guard  took 
away.  '^  The  two  pillars,  *one  sea,  and  the  bases  ?,fhiaf 
which  Solomon  had  made  for  the  house  of  the  Lord  : 
the  brass  of  all  these  vessels  was  without  weight. 
'^  The  height  of  the  one  pillar  tvas  eighteen  cubits, 
and  the  chapiter  upon  it  was  brass :  and  the  height  of 
the  chapiter  three  cubits;  and  the  wreath  en  work, 
and  pomegranates  upon  the  chapiter  round  about,  all 
of  brass:  and  like  unto  these  had  the  second  pillar 
with  wreathen  work. 

'^And  the  captain  of  the  guard  took  Seraiah  the 
chief  priest,  and  Zephaniah  the  second  priest,  and  the 
three  keepers  of  the  *  door :  '^  and  out  of  the  Heb.  threBhou. 
city  he  took  an  *  officer  that  was  set  over  the  or,  eunuch. 
men  of  war,  and  five  men  of  them  that  *were  ^tg-T/Je^ 
in  the  king's  presence,  which  were  found  in  the  city, 
and  the  *  principal  scribe  of  the  host,  ^""'taiTlftieTosu^' 
which  mustered  the  people  of  the  land,  and  threescore 
men  of  the  people  of  the  land  that  were  found  in  the. 
city:  '°and  Nebuzar-adan  captain  of  the  guard  took 
these,  and  brought  them  to  the  king  of  Babylon  to 
Kiblah :  ^'  and  the  king  of  Babylon  smote  them,  and 
slew  them  at  Riblah  in  the  land  of  Hamath.  So  Judah 
was  carried  away  out  of  their  land. 

"And  as  for  the  people  that  remained  in  the  land 
of  Judah,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon 
had  left,  even  over  them  he  made  Gedahah  the  son  of 
Ahikam,  the  son  of  Shaphan,  ruler. 

*^  And  when  all  the  captains  of  the  armies,  they  and 
their  men,  heard  that  the  king  of  Babylon  had  made 
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Gedaliah  governor,  there  came  to  Gedaliah  to  Mizpah, 
even  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah,  and  Johanan  the 
son  of  Careah,  and  Seraiah  the  son  of  Tanhumeth  the 
Netophathite,  and  Jaazaniah  the  son  of  a  Maachathite, 
they  and  their  men.  ""^And  Gedahah  sware  to  them, 
and  to  their  men,  and  said  unto  them.  Fear  not  to  be 
the  servants  of  the  Chaldees :  dwell  in  the  land,  and 
serve  the  king  of  Babylon ;  and  it  shall  be  well  with 
you. 

*^  But  it  came  to  pass,  in  the  seventh  month,  that 
Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah,  the  son  of  Elishama,  of 
the  seed  *  royal,  came,  and  ten  men  with  him,  ^ungtT 
and  smote  Gedaliah,  that  he  died,  and  the  Jews  and 
the  Chaldees  that  were  with  him  at  Mizpah.  *^And 
all  the  people,  both  small  and  great,  and  the  captains 
of  the  armies,  arose,  and  came  to  Egypt:  for  they 
were  afraid  of  the  Chaldees. 

*^And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  seven  and  thirtieth 
year  of  the  captivity  of  Jehoiachin  king  of  Judah,  in 
the  twelfth  month,  on  the  seven  and  twentieth  day 
of  the  mouth,  that  Evil-merodach  king  of  Babylon  in 
the  year  that  he  began  to  reign  did  hft  up  the  head 
of  Jehoiachin  king  of  Judah  out  of  prison;  ^^and  he 
spake  *  kindly  to  him,  and  set  his  throne  ^'\rii!in'"^' 
above  the  throne  of  the  kings  that  were  with  him  in 
Babylon ;  ^^  and  changed  his  prison  garments :  and  he 
did  eat  bread  continually  before  him  all  the  days  of 
his  life.  ^°And  his  allowance  was  a  continual  allow- 
ance given  him  of  the  king,  a  daily  rate  for  every 
day,  all  the  days  of  his  life. 
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demands  Abishag  in  marriage, 
7;  is  put  to  death,  8. 

Ahab's  reign,  55;  meets  Elijah, 
57,  58,  61 ;  defeats  Benhadad, 
65,  66;  allows  him  to  escape, 
67,  68;  seizes  Naboth's  vine- 
yard, 70  ;  meets  Elijah,  who 
announces  his  doom,  70  ;  he 
humbles  himself,  71 ;  is  slain, 
74;  his  seventy  sons  slain, 
102,  103. 

Ahaz's  reign,  119;  the  altar 
which  he  made,  120. 

Ahaziah  (son  of  Ahab),  75-79 ; 
his  appeal  to  Baal-zebub,  77. 

Ahaziah  (son  of  Jehoram),  98- 
102. 

Ahijah,  prophesies  of  Jeroboam, 
39 ;  again,  47. 

Amaziah  (son  of  Joash),  113; 
his  quarrel  with  Jehoash,  113, 
114;  slain,  115. 


Amon's  reign,  136. 
Asa's  reign,  50. 
Athaliah's  usurpation,  106, 
Azariah's  reign,  115. 


107. 


Baal's  prophets  slain,  61. 

Baasha,  51-53. 

Bathsheba  secures  Solomon's  ac- 
cession, 2  ;  speaks  for  Adoni- 
jah  before  Solomon,  7. 

Benhadad,  invited  by  Asa,  51  ; 
invades  Israel,  64 ;  his  dis- 
comfiture, 66  ;  again  invades 
Israel,  and  is  utterly  defeated, 
67 ;  besieges  Samaria,  93 ; 
sends  to  Elisha  in  his  sick- 
ness, 97 ;  dies,  98. 

Berodach-baladan  sends  gifts  to 
Hezekiah,  133. 

Book  of  the  law  found,  137,  138. 

D^viD,  the  ministration  of  Abi- 
shag, 1 ;  his  charge  to  Solo- 
mon, 6  ;  his  death,  6. 

Dedication  of  the  temple,  25-31. 

Edom  without  a  king,  75. 
G.  12. 
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Elah's  reign,  53. 

Elijah  at  the  brook  Cherith,  56; 
at  Zarephath,  56 ;  raises  the 
child,  57 ;  his  mission  to  Ahab, 
57,  58;  the  choice  between 
God  and  Baal,  59  ;  flees  from 
Jezebel,  62 ;  God's  appeal  to 
him,  63  ;  chooses  Elisha,  63  ; 
announces  to  Ahab  his  doom, 
70  ;  meets  Ahaziah's  messen- 
gers on  their  errand  to  Baal- 
zebub,  77 ;  the  captains  of 
fifty  consumed,  78 ;  is  taken 
into  heaven,  79. 

Elisha  chosen  to  serve  Elijah, 
63 ;  accompanies  him  to  the 
place  of  his  ascension  to  hea- 
ven, 79;  thejudgment  at  Beth- 
el, 81 ;  his  answer  concerning 
Moab,  83  ;  the  miracle  of  the 
oil,  84 ;  the  woman  of  Shu- 
nem,  85 ;  the  noxious  pottage, 
87 ;  the  miraculous  supply  of 
food,  88  ;  Naaman  cured,  88- 
90  ;  the  lost  axehead,  91 ;  he 
reveals  the  counsels  of  the 
king  of  Syria,  9 1 ;  who  at- 
tempts to  seize  the  prophet, 
92 ;  the  king  of  Israel  does 
the  same,  93  ;  he  goes  to  Da- 
mascus, 97 ;  sends  to  anoint 
Jehu,  99  ;  dies,  112  ;  the  dead 
man  raised  to  life  from  his 
sepulchre,  112. 

Evil-merodach,  148. 

Gedaliah  appointed  governor 
over  Judea,  147. 


Gehazi,  and  the  Shunammite's 
child,  86 ;  the  former  smitten 
with  leprosy,  90. 

Hazael  murders  Benhadad,  97, 
98 ;  smites  Israel,  106 ;  in- 
vades Judah,  110;    dies,  113. 

Hezekiah's  reign,  125 ;  pays 
tribute  to  Sennacherib,  126; 
his  conduct  when  Sennacherib 
besieges  Jerusalem,  128-132 ; 
his  sickness,  132;  his  recovery 
and  the  sign,  133;  his  pride 
before  the  king  of  Babylon's 
messengers,  133;  his  death, 
134. 

Hiram's  alliance  with  Solomon, 
15,  32;  his  recompence,  32. 

Hiram  the  artificer,  21. 

Hoshea's  reign,  121. 

Isaiah,  prophesies  concerning 
Sennacherib's  attempt  to  take 
Jerusalem,  129;  concerning 
Hezekiah's  pride,  134. 

Ishmael  leads  the  remnant  to 
Egypt,  147. 

Jehoahaz's  reign,  106,110,111. 

Jehoahaz  (son  of  Josiah),  142, 
143. 

Jehoash's  reign,  111  ;  plunders 
Jerusalem,  114;  dies,  114. 

Jehoiakim's  reign,  143;  subdued 
by  Nebuchadnezzar,  143  ;  at- 
tacked by  various  nations,  143 ; 
dies,  144. 

Jehoiachin's  reign,  144;  carried 
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captive  to  Babylon,  144;  his 
captivity  lightened,  148. 

Jehoiada's  covenant,  upon  the 
accession  of  Joash,  108. 

Jehoram,  his  reign,  79,  81  ;  he 
chastises  rebellious  Moab,  82, 
83;  his  death,  101. 

Jehoshaphat,  his  alliance  with 
Ahab,  71  ;  and  with  Jehoram, 
82  ;  Micaiah's  prophecy,  73  ; 
the  rest  of  his  acts,  and  his 
d^ath,  75. 

Jehu  anointed,  99 ;  his  zeal, 
100-104;  slays  Ahab's  sons, 
103  ;  and  Ahaziah's  brethren, 
104 ;  destroys  Baal's  worship- 
pers, 104,  105;  his  reward, 
106;  dies,  106. 

Jehu's  prophecy  against  Baasha, 
52. 

Jericho  rebuilt,  55. 

Jeroboam,  Ahijah's  prophecy 
concerning  the  di\dsion  of  the 
kingdom,  39  ;  chosen  king  by 
the  ten  tribes,  42;  builds  She- 
chem,  43 ;  and  sets  up  the 
calves,  43  ;  his  hand  withered, 
44  ;  his  evil  way,  46  ;  his  son's 
sickness,  47  ;  his  death,  48. 

Jeroboam  the  second,  115. 

Jezebel,  slays  the  prophets,  62  ; 
her  cruelty  to  Naboth,  68  ; 
she  is  slain,  102. 

Joab,  put  to  death,  8. 

Joash  (king  of  Israel),  111 ;  his 
visit  to  Elisha  when  sick,  112. 

Joash  (king  of  Judah),  rescued 
from  Athaliah,  106;  accedes 


to  the  throne  upon  Athaliah's 
death,  107;  his  death,  110. 

Joram's  reign,  98. 

Josiah's  reign,  136;  repairs  the 
temple,  137;  the  Book  of  the 
law  found,  137;  Huldah's 
prophecy,  138;  his  covenant, 
139;  he  roots  out  Baal  and 
other  idolatries,  138-141 ;  his 
death,  142. 

Jotham's  reign,  116-118. 

Manasseh's  reign,  134;  his 
sins  and  warnings,  135 ;  his 
death,  136. 

Menahem's  reign,  117. 

Micaiah  prophesies  before  Jeho- 
shaphat, 72,  73. 

Moab  rebels  against  Israel,  77, 
82 ;  is  reduced  to  subjection, 
83. 

Naaman's  leprosy  cured,  88-90. 

Naboth  and  his  vineyard,  68-70. 

Nadab's  reign,  52. 

Navy  of  Solomon,  33  ;  of  Jeho- 
shaphat, 75. 

Nebuchadnezzar  subdues  Jehoi- 
akim,  143;  spoils  Jerusalem, 
144  ;  ravages  it,  145,  146  ;  ap- 
points a  ruler  in  Judea,  147. 

Omri  and  Tibni,  54;  Omri's 
reign,  55. 

Passover  under  Josiah,  141. 
Pekah's  reign,  118. 
Pekahiah's  reign,  117. 
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Pharaoh-necholi  killsJosiah,142; 
dethrones  Jehoahaz,  143. 

Prophets,  Ahij ah,  39;  of  Bethel, 
43-46;  Jehu,  52;  Micaiah, 
72,  73  ;  the  testimony  of,  121, 
122;  Isaiah,  129,  134;  Hul- 
dah,  138. 

Rehoboam  succeeds  Solomon, 
40 ;  his  unwise  course  with 
the  people,  41 ;  revolt  of  the 
ten  tribes,  42  ;  his  death,  49. 

Rezin  invades  Judah,  119. 

Samaria,  the  siege  of,  93-96; 
repopulated  by  the  king  of 
Assyria,  123  ;  the  consequent 
idolatry  of  the  Samaritans, 
124. 

Sennacherib  invades  Judah,  126; 
exacts  tribute,  126;  besieges 
Jerusalem,  126-132. 

ShaUum's  reign,  116. 

Shalmaneser  invades  Israel,  121, 
125. 

Sheba,  the  queen  of,  visits  Solo- 
mon, 34. 

Shimei,  his  sentence,  9  ;  leaves 
Jerusalem  and  is  slain,  10. 

Shishak,  40 ;  spoils  the  temple, 
49. 

Shunammite,  the,  85,87;  warned 
of  the  famine,  96 ;  recovers 
her  land,  97. 

Solomon's  accession,  4 ;  David's 


charge,  6  ;  marries  Pharaoh's 
daughter,  10 ;  his  dream  and 
choice  of  blessing,  10,  11  ; 
decides  between  the  two  mo- 
thers, 12;  his  officers,  13;  the 
extent  of  his  kingdom  and  his 
riches,  14,  33,  35;  proposes  to 
build  the  temple,  15  ;  plan  of 
the  temple,  17-20;  his  own 
house,  20 ;  Hiram  fashions  the 
metal  work,  21-23  ;  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  temple,  25-31, 
33 ;  the  Lord  appears  to  him 
the  second  time,  31 ;  his  navy, 
33 ;  the  queen  of  Sheba's  visit, 
34 ;  his  sin  in  taking  strange 
wives,  36  ;  its  consequences, 
37;  various  adversaries  arise, 
37,  38  ;  Ahij  ah  prophesies  of 
the  division  of  the  kingdom, 
39  ;  the  death  of  Solomon,  40. 

Tadmor,  built  by  Solomon,  33. 

Temple,  its  construction,  17-23; 
its  dedication,  24-31;  repaired 
under  Joash,  108,  109;  under 
Josiah,  137. 

Tibni  and  Omri,  54. 

Tiglath-pileser  carries  Israel  cap- 
tive, 118. 

Zachariah's  reign,  116. 
Zedekiah's  reign,  145 ;  his  eyes 

put  out,  146. 
Zimri's  reign,  54. 


THE 


BOOKS    OF    CHRONICLES 


The  vrritev  of  these  books  is  not  certainly  known ;  but  the  evidence, 
internal  and  traditional,  is  greatly  in  favour  of  their  having  been  com- 
posed by  Ezra.  Certain  portions  of  the  genealogy  which  extend  beyond 
Ezra's  own  times  may  have  come  to  us  through  some  other  inspired 
penman,  or  are  due  to  the  prophetic  character  of  Ezra  himself. 

The  Chronicles  contain  a  summary  of  the  historj^  of  the  Jews,  from 
their  origin  as  a  people  to  the  close  of  the  first  captivity. 

The  first  book  embraces  a  period  of  nearly  three  thousand  years. 
The  genealogies  from  Adam  to  Jacob  occupy  chap.  i. ;  thence  on  to 
David,  chap.  ii. ;  from  David  to  Zerubbabel,  chap.  iii. ;  recapitulation 
of  Judah  and  Simeon,  chap.  iv. ;  the  histories  of  Eeuben,  Gad,  and 
Manasseh,  chap.  v. ;  the  genealogies  of  Levi  and  Aaron,  with  the  offices 
and  cities  of  the  priests  and  Levites,  chap.  vi. ;  Issachar,  Benjamin, 
IS'aphtah,  Manasseh,  Ephraim,  and  Asher,  chap.  vii. ;  Benjamin  to  Saul, 
chap.  viii. ;  the  repeopling  of  Jerusalem  after  the  captivity,  chap.  ix. 
23-34;  the  close  of  Saul's  life,  chap.  ix.  35-44,  and  x.  The  history  of 
David,  chaps,  xi.-xxix. 


IV  INTRODUCTION. 

The  second  book  extends  over  about  four  hundred  and  seventy  years, 
from  Solomon's  accession  to  the  return  of  the  people  from  captivity. 

The  account  of  Solomon's  reign  over  all  Israel  occupies  chaps,  i.— ix. 
The  separate  history  of  Judah  is  then  chiefly  carried  on  through  the 
remainder  of  the  book.  Kehoboam's  reign,  chaps,  x. — xii. ;  Abijah  and 
Asa,  chaps,  xiii. — xvi. ;  Jehoshaphat,  chaps,  xvii. — xx. ;  Jehoram  and 
Ahaziah,  including  Athaliah's  usurpation,  chaps,  xxi.,  xxii. ;  Joash, 
chaps,  xxiii.,  xxiv. ;  Amaziah,  Uzziah,  and  Jotham,  chaps,  xxv. — xxvii. ; 
Ahaz,  chap,  xxviii. ;  Hezekiah,  chaps,  xxix. — xxxii. ;  Manasseh  and 
Amon,  chap,  xxxiii, ;  Josiah,  chaps,  xxxiv.,  xxxv.  The  last  chapter  con- 
tains the  sorrowful  extinguishment  for  a  time  of  Judah's  glory  under 
Jehoahaz,  Jehoiakim,  Jehoiachin,  and  Zedekiah. 

These  Chronicles  of  the  history  of  Judah  and  Israel  may  be  said  to 
be  supplementary  to  the  '  Books  of  the  Kings.'  Their  principal  object 
appears  to  be  to  establish  the  true  genealogies  of  the  people  of  Grod,  and 
the  true  nature  of  His  ordinances  and  worship,  in  anticipation  of  the 
return  of  the  people  from  the  lands  of  their  exile.  This  purpose  was 
doubtless  partially  accomplished  when  the  remnant  was  restored  to  the 
land  of  their  fathers  after  their  long  sojourn  in  Babylon ;  but  are  not 
these  books  even  now  waiting  to  fulfil  their  purpose  when  Israel  shall 
dwell  once  more  in  their  own  land  ? 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  throughout  the  historical  portion  of  these 
books  the  devotional  and  explanatory  remarks  of  the  writer. 
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I.  Adam,  Sheth,  Enosli,  ^  Kenan,  Mahalaleel,  Jered, 
^  Henoch,  Methuselah,  Lamech,  '^  Noah,  Shem,  Ham, 
and  Japheth. 

^  The  sons  of  Japheth  ;  Gomer,  and  Magog,  and 
Madai,  and  Javan,  and  Tubal,  and  Meshech,  and  Tiras. 
^And  the  sons  of  Gomer  ;  Ashchenaz,  and  *Riphath, 
and  Togarmah.  ^And  the  sons  of  Javan;  ov,Diphatn. 
Elishah,  and  Tarshish,  Kittim,  and  *Dodanim.  or,  :Rodanm. 

^  The  sons  of  Ham  ;  Gush,  and  Mizraim,  Put,  and 
Canaan.  ^And  the  sons  of  Gush;  Seba,  and  Havilah, 
and  Sabta,  and  Raamah,  and  Sabtecha.  And  the  sons 
of  Raamah  ;  Sheba,  and  Dedan.  '°And  Gush  begat 
Nimrod  :  he  began  to  be  mighty  upon  the  earth. 
"And  Mizraim  begat  Ludim,  and  Anamim,  and  Le- 
habim,  and  Naphtuhim,  "and  Pathrusim,  and  Gaslu- 
him,  (of  Avhom  came  the  Philistines,)  and  Gaphthorim. 
'^And  Ganaan  begat  Zidon  his  firstborn,  and  Heth, 
'Uhe  Jebusite  also,  and  the  Amorite,  and  the  Gir- 
gashite,  '^and  the  Hivite,  and  the  Arkite,  and  the 
Sinite,  '^  and  the  Arvadite,  and  the  Zemarite,  and  the 
Hamathite. 

'^  The  sons  of  Shem;  Elam,  and  Asshur,  and  Ar- 
phaxad,  and  Lud,  and  Aram,  and  Uz,  and  Hul,  and 
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Gether,  and  *Mesliech.  '^And  Arphaxad  begat  ov,Mash. 
Shelah,  and  Shelah  begat  Eber.  '^And  unto  Eber 
were  born  two  sons:  the  name  of  the  one  was  *  Pel  eg: 
because  in  his  days  the  earth  was  divided :  That  is,  Division. 
and  his  brother's  name  was  Joktan.  ^°And  Joktan 
begat  Ahnodad,  and  Sheleph,  and  Hazarmaveth,  and 
Jerah,  "  Hadoram  also,  and  Uzal,  and  Diklah,  "  and 
Ebal,  and  Abimael,  and  Sheba,  '^  and  Ophir,  and  Ha- 
vilah,  and  Jobab.     All  these  wei^e  the  sons  of  Joktan. 

''  Shem,  Arphaxad,  Shelah,  ''  Eber,  Peleg,  lieu,  ''  Se- 
rug,  Nahor,  Terah,  ^^Abram;  the  same  is  Abraham. 

^^  The  sons  of  Abraham ;  Isaac,  and  Ishmael.  ^^  These 
are  their  generations :  The  firstborn  of  Ishmael,  Ne- 
baioth;  then  Kedar,  and  Adbeel,  and  Mibsam,  ^°Mish- 
ma,  and  Dumah,  Massa,  *Hadad,  and  Tema,  or,  Hadar. 
^'  Jetur,  Naphish,  and  Kedemah.  These  are  the  sons 
of  Ishmael. 

^^  Now  the  sons  of  Keturah,  Abraham's  concubine : 
she  bare  Zimran,  and  Jokshan,  and  Medan,  and  Midian, 
and  Ishbak,  and  Shuah.  And  the  sons  of  Jokshan; 
Sheba,  and  Dedan.  ^^And  the  sons  of  Midian ;  Ephah, 
and  Epher,  and  Henoch,  and  Abidah,  and  Eldaah. 
All  these  are  the  sons  of  Keturah. 

^"^And  Abraham  begat  Isaac.  The  sons  of  Isaac; 
Esau,  and  Israel. 

^^  The  sons  of  Esau  ;  Eliphaz,  Reuel,  and  Jeush, 
and  Jaalam,  and  Korah.  ^^  The  sons  of  Eliphaz ;  Te- 
man,  and  Omar,  *Zephi,  and  Gatam,  Kenaz,  or,  zepho. 
and  Timna,  and  Amalek.  ^^  The  sons  of  Reuel ;  Na- 
hath,  Zerah,  Shammah,  and  Mizzah.  ^^And  the  sons 
of  Seir ;  Lotan,  and  Shobal,  and  Zibeon,  and  Anah, 
and  Dishon,  and  Ezar,  and  Dishan.  ^^And  the  sons  of 
Lotan;  Hori,  and  *IIomam:  and  Timna  teas  or, iieman. 
Lotan's  sister.  "^^  The  sons  of  Shobal ;  *  Allan,  ov,Aivav. 
and  Manahath,  and  Ebal,  *Shephi,  and  Onam.    ov,shepho. 


1    CHEONICLES,    II.  3 

And  the  sons  of  Zibeon ;  Aiah,  and  Anah.  "*'  The  sons 
of  Anah ;  Dishon.  And  the  sons  of  Dishon ;  *  Amram, 
and  Eshban,  and  Ithran,  and  Cheran.  ^^  The  or,  Hemdan. 
sons  of  Ezer;  Bilhan,  and  Zavan,  and  *  Jakan.  or,  Achnn. 
The  sons  of  Dishan;  Uz,  and  Aran. 

^^  Now  these  are  the  kings  that  reigned  in  the  land 
of  Edom  before  any  king  reigned  over  the  children  of 
Israel ;  Bela  the  son  of  Beor :  and  the  name  of  his  city 
was  Dinhabah.  "^^And  when  Bela  was  dead,  Jobab 
the  son  of  Zerah  of  Bozrah  reigned  in  his  stead.  ^^And 
when  Jobab  was  dead,  Husham  of  the  land  of  the 
Temanites  reigned  in  his  stead.  "^^And  when  Husham 
was  dead,  Hadad  the  son  of  Bedad,  which  smote 
Midian  in  the  field  of  Moab,  reigned  in  his  stead :  and 
the  name  of  his  city  was  Avith.  "^^And  when  Hadad 
was  dead,  Samlah  of  Masrekah  reigned  in  his  stead. 
"•^And  when  Samlah  was  dead,  Shaul  of  Rehoboth 
by  the  river  reigned  in  his  stead.  "^And  when  Shaul 
was  dead,  Baal-hanan  the  son  of  Achbor  reigned  in 
his  stead.  ^""And  when  Baal-hanan  was  dead,  *  Hadad 
reigned  in  his  stead :  and  the  name  of  his  city  or,  jiadar. 
u:as*Fsa;  and  his  wife's  name  teas  Mehetabel,  or,  Pau. 
the  daughter  of  Matred,  the  daughter  of  Mezabab. 
"'  Hadad  died  also. 

And  the  dukes  of  Edom  were ;  duke  Timnah,  duke 
*Aliah,  duke  Jetheth,  ''duke  Aholibamah,  duke  or, Ahah. 
Elah,  duke  Pinon,  "^  duke  Kenaz,  duke  Teman,  duke 
Mibzar,  ^^  duke  Magdiel,  duke  Iram.  These  are  the 
dukes  of  Edom. 

II.  These  are  the  sons  of  *  Israel :  Reuben,  or,  Jacob. 
Simeon,  Levi,  and  Judah,  Issachar,  and  Zebulun,  'Dan, 
Joseph,  and  Benjamin,  Naphtali,  Gad,  and  Asher. 

^  The  sons  of  Judah ;  Er,  and  Onan,  and  Shelah : 
which  three  were  born  unto  him  of  the  daughter  of 
Shua  the  Canaanitess.    And  Er,  the  firstborn  of  Judah, 
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was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord;  and  he  slew  him. 
"^And  Tamar  his  daughter  in  law  bare  him  Pharez 
and  Zerah.     All  the  sons  of  Judah  were  ^yq, 

^  The  sons  of  Pharez;  Hezron,  and  Hamul.  ^And 
the  sons  of  Zerah;  *Zimri,  and  Ethan,  and  He-  ov,zahdi. 
man,  and  Calcol,  and  *  Dara :  five  of  them  in  or,  Barda. 
all.  ^  And  the  sons  of  Carmi ;  *  Achar,  the  or,  Achan. 
troubler  of  Israel,  who  transgressed  in  the  thing  ac- 
cursed. ^And  the  sons  of  Ethan;  Azariah.  ^  The 
sons  also  of  Hezron,  that  were  born  unto  him ;  Jerah- 
meel,  and  *Ram,  and  *Chelubai.  oricS: 

'°And  Ram  begat  Amminadab;  and  Amminadab 
begat  Nahshon,  prince  of  the  children  of  Judah;  "and 
Nahshon  begat  *  Salma,  and  Salma  begat  Boaz,  or,  saimon. 
'^and  Boaz  begat  Obed,  and  Obed  begat  Jesse,  '^and 
Jesse  begat  his  firstborn  Eliab,  and  Abinadab  the 
second,  and  *  Shimma  the  third,  '^  Ne  than  eel  or,  shammah. 
the  fourth,  Raddai  the  fifth,  '^Ozem  the  sixth,  David 
the  seventh:  'Svhose  sisters  luere  Zeruiah,  and  Abi- 
gail. And  the  sons  of  Zeruiah  ;  Abishai,  and  Joab, 
and  Asahel,  three.  '^And  Abigail  bare  Amasa;  and 
the  father  of  Amasa  teas  *  Jether  the  Ish-  ^''rsri^lf''' 
meelite. 

'^And  Caleb  the  son  of  Hezron  begat  children  of 
Azubah  his  wife,  and  of  Jerioth :  her  sons  are  these ; 
Jesher,  and  Sliobab,  and  Ardon.  '^And  when  Azubah 
was  dead,  Caleb  took  unto  him  Ephrath,  which  bare 
him  Hur.  *°And  Hur  begat  Uri,  and  Uri  begat 
Bezaleel.  "'And  afterward  Hezron  went  in  to  the 
daughter  of  Machir  the  father  of  Gilead,  whom  he 
*  married  when  he  ivas  threescore  years  old;  -s.eh.took. 
and  she  bare  him  Segub.  "'And  Segub  begat  Jair, 
who  had  three  and  twenty  cities  in  the  land  of  Gilead. 
^^And  he  took  Geshur,  and  Aram,  with  the  towns  of 
Jair,  from  them,  with  Kenath,  and  the  towns  thereof, 
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even  threescore  cities.  All  these  belonged  to  the  sons 
of  Machir  the  father  of  Gilead.  '"'And  after  that  liez- 
ron  was  dead  in  Caleb-ephratah,  then  Abiah  Hezron's 
wife  bare  him  Ashur  the  father  of  Tekoa. 

'^And  the  sons  of  Jerahmeel  the  firstborn  of  Hezron 
were,  Ram  the  firstborn,  and  Bunah,  and  Oren,  and 
Ozem,  and  Ahijah.  ^^  Jerahmeel  had  also  another 
wife,  whose  name  was  Atarah;  she  ijoas  the  mother  of 
On  am.  ^^And  the  sons  of  Eam  the  firstborn  of  Jerah- 
meel were,  Maaz,  and  Jamin,  and  Eker.  '^And  the 
sons  of  Onam  were,  Shammai,  and  Jada.  And  the 
sons  of  Shammai;  Xadab,  and  Abishur.  '^And  the 
name  of  the  wife  of  Abishur  loas  Abihail,  and  she 
bare  him  Aliban,  and  Molid.  '°And  the  sons  of 
Xadab;  Seled,  and  Appaim:  but  Seled  died  without 
children.  ^' And  the  sons  of  Appaim;  Ishi.  And  the 
sons  of  Ishi;  Sheshan.  And  the  children  of  Sheshan; 
Ahlai.  ^*  And  the  sons  of  Jada  the  brother  of  Sham- 
mai; Jether,  and  Jonathan;  and  Jether  died  without 
children.  ^^And  the  sons  of  Jonathan  ;  Peleth,  and 
Zaza.     These  were  the  sons  of  Jerahmeel. 

^"^Now  Sheshan  had  no  sons,  but  daughters.  And 
Sheshan  had  a  servant,  an  Egyptian,  whose  name  loas 
Jarha.  ^^And  Sheshan  gave  his  daughter  to  Jarha  his 
servant  to  wife ;  and  she  bare  him  Attai.  ^^And  Attai 
begat  Xathan,  and  Xathan  begat  Zabad,  "  and  Zabad 
begat  Ephlal,  and  Ephlal  begat  Obed,  ^^and  Obed 
begat  Jehu,  and  Jehu  begat  Azariah,  ^^and  Azariah 
begat  Helez,  and  Helez  begat  Eleasah,  ^°  and  Eleasah 
begat  Sisamai,  and  Sisamai  begat  Shallum,  ^'  and 
Shallum  begat  Jekamiah,  and  Jekamiah  begat  Eli- 
shama. 

^'  Now  the  sons  of  Caleb  the  brother  of  Jerahmeel 
were^  Mesha  his  firstborn,  which  was  the  father  of 
Ziph ;  and  the  sons  of  Mareshah  the  father  of  Hebron. 
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^^  And  the  sons  of  Hebron ;  Korah,  and  Tappuah,  and 
Eekem,  and  Shema.  '^'*And  Shema  begat  Raham,  the 
father  of  Jorkoam  :  and  Rekem  begat  Shammai. 
"^^  And  the  son  of  Shammai  ivas  Maon :  and  Maon  ivas 
the  father  of  Beth-zur.  "^^  And  Ephah,  Caleb's  concu- 
bme,  bare  Haran,  and  Moza,  and  Gazez :  and  Haran 
begat  Gazez.  '^^And  the  sons  of  Jahdai;  Regem,  and 
Jotham,  and  Gesham,  and  Pelet,  and  Ephah,  and 
Shaaph.  "^  Maachah,  Caleb's  concubine,  bare  Sheber, 
and  Tirhanah.  ^^  She  bare  also  Shaaph  the  father  of 
Madmannah,  Sheva  the  father  of  Machbenah,  and 
the  father  of  Gibea:  and  the  daughter  of  Caleb  loas 
Achsa. 

^°  These  were  the  sons  of  Caleb  the  son  of  Hur,  the 
firstborn  of  *Ephratah;  Shobal  the  father  of  or,  Ephram. 
Kirjath-jearim,  ^'  Salma  the  father  of  Beth-lehem, 
Hareph  the  father  of  Beth-gader.  ^'And  Shobal  the 
father  of  Kirjath-jearim  had  sons;  *Haroeh,  OT,Eeaiah. 
and  *half  of  the  Manahethites.  "And  ^.^l^t^^SS!' 
the  families  of  Kirjath-jearim;  the  Ithrites,  and  the 
Puhites,  and  the  Shumathites,  and  the  Mishraites;  of 
them  came  the  Zareathites,  and  the  Eshtaulites.  ^"^The 
sons  of  Salma  ;  Beth-lehem,  and  the  Netophathites, 
*Ataroth,  the  house  of  Joab,  and  half  ^^>^:^'£;  :;>i3:""^ 
of  the  Manahethites,  the  Zorites.  "And  the  families 
of  the  scribes  wliich  dwelt  at  Jabez;  the  Tirathites, 
the  Shimeathites,  and  Suchathites.  These  ai^e  the 
Kenites  that  came  of  Hemath,  the  father  of  the  house 
of  Eechab. 

III.  Now  these  were  the  sons  of  David,  which  were 
born  unto  him  in  Hebron;  the  firstborn  Amnon,  of 
Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitess ;  the  second  *  Daniel,  or,  chueab. 
of  Abigail  the  Carmelitess :  '  the  third,  Absalom  the 
son  of  Maachah  the  daughter  of  Talmai  king  of  Geshur : 
the  fourth,  Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith :  ^  the  fifth, 
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Shephatiali  of  Abital:  the  sixth,  Ithream  by  Eglah 
his  wife.  ^  These  six  were  born  unto  him  in  Hebron ; 
and  there  he  reigned  seven  years  and  six  months; 
and  in  Jerusalem  he  reigned  thirty  and  three  years. 
^  And  these  were  born  unto  him  in  Jerusalem ;  *  Shi- 
mea,  and  Shobab,  and  Nathan,  and  Solomon,  ov,shammua. 
four,  of  *  Bathshua  the  daughter  of  *  Ammiel :  g";  mulS'^"" 
^  Ibhar  also,  and  *  Elishama,  and  Eliphelet,  or,  EUshua. 
^and  Xogah,  and  Nepheg,  and  Japhia,  ^and  Elishama, 
and  *Eliada,  and  Eliphelet,  nine.  ^  These  or,  seeuada. 
IV ere  all  the  sons  of  David,  beside  the  sons  of  the  con- 
cubines, and  Tamar  their  sister. 

'"And  Solomon's  son  was  Rehoboam,  *Abia  ov,Abijam. 
his  son,  Asa  his  son,  Jehoshaphat  his  son,  "  Joram  his 
son,  *  Ahaziah  his  son,  Joash  his  son,  '^Amaziah  or,  Azariak. 
his  son,  *Azariah  his  son,  Jotham  his  son,  or,  uzziah. 
'^Ahaz  his  son,  Hezekiah  his  son,  Manasseh  his  son, 
'"•Amon  his  son,  Josiah  his  son. 

'^  And  the  sons  of  Josiah  were^  the  firstborn 
*Johanan,  the  second  *Jehoiakim,  the  third  ollitaMm"' 
*  Zedekiah,  the  fourth  Shallum.  or,  Mattaniah. 

'^And  the  sons  of  Jehoiakim:  *  Jeconiah  ^'^r?Sa£"' 
his  son,  Zedekiah  his  son. 

'^And  the  sons  of  Jeconiah;  Assir,  *Sala-  B.eh.  skeaitiei. 
thiel  his  son,  '^  Malchiram  also,  and  Pedaiah,  and 
Shenazar,  Jecamiah,  Hoshama,  and  Nedabiah. 

'^And  the  sons  of  Pedaiah  wei^e^  Zerubbabel,  and 
Shimei :  and  the  sons  of  Zerubbabel ;  Meshullam,  and 
Hananiah,  and  Shelomith  their  sister:  '°and  Hashubah, 
and  Ohel,  and  Berechiah,  and  Hasadiah,  Jushab-hesed, 
five. 

*'And  the  sons  of  Hananiah ;  Pelatiah,  and  Jesaiah  : 
the  sons  of  Rephaiah,  the  sons  of  Arnan,  the  sons  of 
Obadiah,  the  sons  of  Shechaniah. 

"And  the  sons  of  Shechaniah;  Shemaiah:  and  the 
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sons  of  Shemaiah;    Hattush,  and  Igeal,  and  Bariah, 
and  Neariah,  and  Shaphat,  six. 

'^And  the  sons  of  Neariah;  Elioenai,  and  *Hezekiah, 
and  Azrikam,  three.  Keh.  sMijahii. 

^'^And  the  sons  of  Elioenai  were^  Hodaiah,  and 
Eliashib,  and  Pelaiah,  and  Akkub,  and  Johanan,  and 
Dalaiah,  and  Anani,  seven. 

lY.  The  sons  of  Judah ;  Pharez,  Hezron,  and 
*Carmi,  and  Hur,  and  Shobal.  'And  *Reaiah  ^^orSt."' 
the  son  of  Shobal  begat  Jahath ;  and  Jahath  °''  ^"''"'^• 
begat  Ahurnai,  and  Lahad.  These  are  the  families 
of  the  Zorathites.  ^And  these  we?'e  of  the  father  of 
Etam ;  Jezreel,  and  Ishma,  and  Idbash  :  and  the  name 
of  their  sister  was  Hazelelponi:  '^and  Penuel  the 
father  of  Gedor,  and  Ezer  the  father  of  Hushah. 
These  are  the  sons  of  Hur,  the  firstborn  of  Ephratah, 
the  father  of  Beth-lehem. 

^And  Ashur  the  father  of  Tekoa  had  two  wives, 
Helah  and  Naarah.  ^And  Naarah  bare  him  Ahnzam, 
and  Hepher,  and  Temeni,  and  Haahashtari.  These 
were  the  sons  of  Naarah.  ^And  the  sons  of  Helah  were^ 
Zereth,  and  Jezoar,  and  Ethnan.  ^And  Coz  begat 
Anub,  and  Zobebah,  and  the  families  of  Aharhel  the 
son  of  Harum. 

^  And  Jabez  was  more  honom^able  than  his  bretln^en : 
and  his  mother  called  his  name  *  Jabez,  saying,  so^rtl/ui. 
Because  I  bare  him  with  sorrow.  '°And  Jabez  called 
on  the  God  of  Israel,  saying,  *0h  that  thou  ^^/.f^.'?;'* 
wouldest  bless  me  indeed,  and  enlarge  my  coast,  and 
that  thine  hand  might  be  with  me,  and  that  thou 
wouldest  *keep  me  from  evil,  that  it  may  not  ^eh.dome. 
grieve  me!  And  God  granted  him  that  which  he 
requested. 

''And  Chelub  the  brother  of  Shuah  begat  Mehir, 
which  was  the  father  of  Eshton.     "And  Eshton  begat 
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Betli-rapha,  and  Paseah,  and  Tehinnah  the  father  of 
*Ir-nahash.  These  are  the  men  of  Eechah.  ^''i^^Ll/f! 
'^And  the  sons  of  Kenaz;  Othniel,  and  Seraiah :  and 
the  sons  of  Othniel;  *Hathath.  ^^And  °'',/S;tho'4"a^^?.r" 
Meonothai  begat  Ophrah  :  and  Seraiah  begat  Joab,  the 
father  of  the  *  valley  of  *  Charashim ;  for  they  %^S^^ 
Avere  craftsmen.  '^And  the  sons  of  Caleb  the  ^^^^"t'en.""^^'' 
son  of  Jephunneh;  Iru,  Elah,  and  Naam:  and  the 
sons  of  Elah,  *even  Kenaz.  '^And  the  sons  of  or,  uknaz. 
Jehaleleel ;  Ziph,  and  Zij^hah,  Tiria,  and  Asareel. 
'^And  the  sons  of  Ezra  were^  Jether,  and  Mered,  and 
Epher,  and  Jalon:  and  she  bare  Miriam,  and  Sham- 
mai,  and  Ishbah  the  father  of  Eshtemoa.  '^And  his 
wife  *Jehudijah  bare  Jered  the  father  of  Gedor,  5j;./,t! 
and  Heber  the  father  of  Socho,  and  Jekuthiel  the  father 
of  Zanoah.  And  these  are  the  sons  of  Bithiah  the 
daughter  of  Pharaoh,  which  Mered  took.  '^And  the 
sons  of  his  wife  *  Hodiah  the  sister  of  Naham,  or,  jehudijah. 
the  father  of  Keilah  the  Garmite,  and  Eshtemoa  the 
Maachathite.  '°And  the  sons  of  Shimon  were^  Amnon, 
and  Rinnah,  Ben-hanan,  and  Tilon.  And  the  sons  of 
Ishi  were^  Zoheth,  and  Ben-zoheth. 

^^  The  sons  of  Shelah  the  son  of  Judah  were^  Er  the 
father  of  Lecah,  and  Laadah  the  father  of  Mareshah, 
and  the  families  of  the  house  of  them  that  wrought 
fine  linen,  of  the  house  of  Ashbea,  "  and  Jokim,  and 
the  men  of  Chozeba,  and  Joash,  and  Saraph,  who  had 
the  dominion  in  Moab,  and  Jashubi-lehem.  And  these 
are  ancient  things.  ^'  These  were  the  potters,  and  those 
that  dwelt  among  plants  and  hedges :  there  they  dwelt 
with  the  king  for  his  work. 

'■^  The  sons  of  Simeon  were^  *  Nemuel,  and  or,  jemuei. 
Jamin,  *Jarib,  Zerah,  and  Shaul :  ""^Shallum  ^'''zfCr!''' 
his  son,  Mibsam  his  son,  Mishma  his  son.  '^And  the 
sons  of  Mishma ;   Hamuel  his  son,  Zacchur  his  son, 
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Shimei  his  son.  ''^And  Shimei  had  sixteen  sons  and 
six  daughters  ;  but  his  brethren  had  not  many  chil- 
dren^ neither  did  all  their  family  multiply,  *like  ^eh.wuo. 
to  the  children  of  Judah.  ''^And  they  dwelt  in  Beer- 
sheba,  and  Moladah,  and  Hazar-shual,  *^and  at  *Bil- 
hah,  and  at  Ezem,  and  at  *  Tolad,  '""  and  at  ol]  motd. 
Bethuel,  and  at  Hormah,  and  at  Ziklag,  ^'  and  at  Beth- 
marcaboth,  and  *  Hazar-susim,  and  at  Beth-  ^\^ah'^'" 
birei,  and  at  Shaaraim.  These  ivere  their  cities  unto 
the  reign  of  David.  ^'And  their  villages  ivere^  *Etam, 
and  Ain,  Eimmon,  and  Tochen,  and  Ashan,  or,  mier. 
five  cities  :  ^^  and  all  their  villages  that  were  round 
about  the  same  cities,  unto  *Baal.  These  v^ei^e  ^'■' f,"';^"^^" 
their  habitations,  and  *  their  genea-  ''''i:;;:::i^:!:1^:^^^S:t'' 
logy.  ^'^And  Meshobab,  and  Jamlech,  and  Joshah 
the  son  of  Amaziah,  ^^and  Joel,  and  Jehu  the  son  of 
Josibiah,  the  son  of  Seraiah,  the  son  of  Asiel,  ^^  and 
Elioenai,  and  Jaakobah,  and  Jeshohaiah,  and  Asaiah, 
and  Adiel,  and  Jesimiel,  and  Benaiah,  ^^  and  Ziza  the 
son  of  Shiphi,  the  son  of  Allon,  the  son  of  Jedaiah, 
the  son  of  Shimri,  the  son  of  Shemaiah;  ^^  these  *  men- 
tioned by  theii'  names  iue?^e  princes  in  their  B.eh.  coming. 
families  :  and  the  house  of  their  fathers  increased 
greatly. 

^^And  they  went  to  the  entrance  of  Gedor,  even  unto 
the  east  side  of  the  valley,  to  seek  pasture  for  their 
flocks.  ^°And  they  found  fat  pasture  and  good,  and 
the  land  ivas  wide,  and  quiet,  and  peaceable ;  for  they 
of  Ham  had  dwelt  there  of  old.  ^'  And  these  written 
by  name  came  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah, 
and  smote  their  tents,  and  the  habitations  that  were 
found  there,  and  destroyed  them  utterly  unto  this  day, 
and  dwelt  in  their  rooms:  because  there  was  pasture 
there  for  their  flocks.  '^'And  so77ie  of  them,  eve7i  of  the 
sons  of  Simeon,  five  hundred  men,  went  to  mount  Seir, 
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having  for  their  captains  Pelatiah,  and  Neariah,  and 
Rephaiah,  and  Uzziel,  the  sons  of  Ishi.  ^^And  they 
smote  the  rest  of  the  Amalekites  that  were  escaped, 
and  dwelt  there  unto  this  day. 

V.  Now  the  sons  of  Reuben  the  firstborn  of  Israel, 
(for  he  was  the  firstborn ;  but,  forasmuch  as  he  defiled 
his  fiither's  bed,  his  birthright  was  given  unto  the  sons 
of  Joseph  the  son  of  Israel :  and  the  genealogy  is  not 
to  be  reckoned  after  the  birthright.  ^  For  Judah  pre- 
vailed above  his  brethren,  and  of  him  came  the  chief 

*  ruler;  but  the  birthright  ?ra5  Joseph's:)  Hhe  or,j,n«ce. 
sons,  /  say^  of  Reuben  the  firstborn  of  Israel  were^ 
Hanoch,  and  Pallu,  Hezron,  and  CarmL  ""  The  sons  of 
Joel;  Shemaiah  his  son,  Gog  his  son,  Shimei  his  son, 
^  Micah  his  son,  Reaia  his  son,  Baal  his  son,  ^  Beerah 
his  son,  whom  *  Tilgath-pilneser  king  of  Assyria  ^""^iSS'^' 
carried  away  cai^tive:  he  was  prince  of  the  Reubenites. 

^  And  his  brethren  by  their  families,  when  the  gene- 
alogy of  their  generations  was  reckoned,  were  the  chief, 
Jeiel,  and  Zechariah,  ^  and  Bela  the  son  of  Azaz,  the 
son  of  *Shema,  the  son  of  Joel,  who  dwelt  ov,  shemaiah. 
in  Aroer,  even  unto  Nebo  and  Baal-meon  :  ^  and 
eastward  he  inhabited  unto  the  enterinof  in  of  the 
wilderness  from  the  river  Euphrates  ;  because  their 
cattle  were  multiplied  in  the  land  of  Gilead.  '""And  in 
the  days  of  Saul  they  made  war  with  the  Hagarites, 
who  fell  by  their  hand :  and  they  dwelt  in  their  tents 

*  throughout  all  t\\Q  east  land  of  Gilead.         yS^^^'.Ltl' 

"And  the  children  of  Gad  dwelt  over  against  them, 
in  the  land  of  Bashan  unto  Salcah :  '"  Joel  the  chief, 
and  Shapham  the  next,  and  Jaanai,  and  Shaphat  in 
Bashan.  '^  And  their  brethren  of  the  house  of  their 
fathers  ivere^  Michael,  and  Meshullam,  and  Sheba,  and 
Jorai,  and  Jachan,  and  Zia,  and  Heber,  seven.  '^  These 
are  the  children  of  Abihail  the  son  of  Huri,  the  son  of 


12  1    CHEONICLES,    V. 

Jardah,  the  son  of  Gilead,  the  son  of  Michael,  the  son 
of  Jeshishai,  the  son  of  Jahclo,  the  son  of  Buz;  '^Ahi 
the  son  of  Abcliel,  the  son  of  Guni,  chief  of  the  house 
of  their  fathers.  '^And  they  dwelt  in  Gilead  in  Bashan, 
and  in  her  towns,  and  in  all  the  suburbs  of  Sharon, 
upon  *  their  borders.  '^All  these  were  reck-  ^eb.  f^^ir^an;^, 
oned  by  genealogies  in  the  days  of  Jothain  king  of 
Judah,  and  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam  king  of  Israel. 

'^  The  sons  of  Beuben,  and  the  Gadites,  and  half  the 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  *  of  valiant  men,  men  able  ^e^^.«^"*-«/ 
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to  bear  buckler  and  sword,  and  to  shoot  with  bow,  and 
skilful  in  war,  were  four  and  forty  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  threescore,  that  w^ent  out  to  the  war. 
'^And  they  made  war  with  the  Hagarites,  with  Jetur, 
and  Nephish,  and  Nodab.  ^°And  they  were  helped 
against  them,  and  the  Hagarites  were  delivered  into 
their  hand,  and  all  that  were  with  them :  for  they  cried 
to  God  in  the  battle,  and  he  was  intreated  of  them ; 
because  they  put  their  trust  in  him.  "And  they 
*took  away  their  cattle;  of  their  camels  fifty  ^c^!p,ilt 
thousand,  and  of  sheep  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand, and  of  asses  two  thousand,  and  of  *men  ^ofml7.^'' 
an  hundred  thousand.  "For  there  fell  down  many 
slain,  because  the  war  teas  of  God.  And  they  dwelt 
in  their  steads  until  the  captivity. 

'^And  the  children  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh 
dwelt  in  the  land:  they  increased  from  Bashan  unto 
Baal-hermon  and  Senir,  and  unto  mount  Hermon. 
'^And  these  v'ere  the  heads  of  the  house  of  their 
fathers,  even  Epher,  and  Ishi,  and  Eliel,  and  Azriel, 
and  Jeremiah,  and  Hodaviah,  and  Jahdiel,  mighty 
men  of  valour,  *  famous  men,  aiid  heads  of  the  ^^namel'"'^ 
house  of  their  fathers. 

'^And  they  transgressed  against  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  and  went  a  w^horing  after  the  gods  of  the 
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jDeople  of  the  land,  whom  God  destroyed  before  them. 
'^And  the  God  of  Israel  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Pul 
king  of  Assyria,  and  the  spirit  of  Tilgath-pilneser  king 
of  Assyria,  and  he  carried  them  away,  even  the 
Reubenites,  and  the  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of 
Manasseh,  and  brought  them  unto  Halah,  and  Habor, 
and  Hara,  and  to  the  river  Gozan,  unto  this  day. 

YI.  The  sons  of  Levi ;  *Gershon,  Kohath,  oi-,  Ger.hoyn. 
and  Merari.  ""And  the  sons  of  Kohath ;  Amram,  Izhar, 
and  Hebron,  and  Uzziel.  ^And  the  children  of  Am- 
ram; Aaron,  and  j\Ioses,  and  Miriam.  The  sons  also 
of  Aaron;  Xadab,  and  Abihu,  Eleazar,  and  Ithamar. 
'^  Eleazar  begat  Phinehas,  Phinehas  begat  Abishua,  ^and 
Abishua  begat  Bukki,  and  Bukki  begat  Uzzi,  ^and 
Uzzi  begat  Zerahiah,  and  Zerahiah  begat  Meraioth, 
^  Meraioth  begat  Amariah,  and  Amariah  begat  Ahitub, 
^  and  Ahitub  begat  Zadok,  and  Zadok  begat  Ahimaaz, 
^and  Ahimaaz  begat  Azariah,  and  Azariah  begat 
Johanan,  '°  and  Johanan  begat  Azariah,  (he  it  is  that 
executed  the  priest's  office  *in  the  temple  that  ^t'^t/^" 
Solomon  built  in  Jerusalem  :)  ''and  Azariah  begat 
Amariah,  and  Amariah  begat  Ahitub,  ''and  Ahitub 
begat  Zadok,  and  Zadok  begat  *Shallum,  or,  MeshuUam. 
''  and  Shallum  begat  Hilkiah,  and  Hilkiah  begat  Aza- 
riah, '^  and  Azariah  begat  Seraiah,  and  Seraiah  begat 
Jehozadak,  ''  and  Jehozadak  went  into  captivity^  when 
the  Lord  carried  away  Judah  and  Jerusalem  by  the 
hand  of  Xebuchadnezzar. 

'^  The  sons  of  Levi;  Gershom,  Kohath,  and  Merari. 
'^And  these  be  the  names  of  the  sons  of  Gershom; 
Libni,  and  Shimei.  '^And  the  sons  of  Kohath  were^ 
Amram,  and  Izhar,  and  Hebron,  and  Uzziel.  '^  The 
sons  of  Merari;  Mahh,  and  Mushi. 

And  these  are  the  families  of  the  Levites  according 
to  their  fathers.    ''Of  Gershom;  Libni  his  son,  Jahath 
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his  son,  Zimmali  his  son,  "'*  Joah  his  son,  *Iddo  oIIaJIIuL 
his  son,  Zerah  his  son,  *  Jeaterai  his  son.  "  The  or,  mhni. 
sons  of  Kohath  ;  *Amminadab  his  son,  Korah  or,  izhar. 
his  son,  Assir  his  son,  ^^  Elkanah  his  son,  and  Ebiasaph 
his  son,  and  Assir  his  son,  ^^  Tahath  his  son,  *  Uriel 
his  son,  Uzziah  his  son,  and  Shaul  his  son.  ^J'JZhTjoeL 
*^And  the  sons  of  Elkanah;  Amasai,  and  Ahimoth. 
^^As  for  Elkanah :  the  sons  of  Elkanah ;  *  Zophai  or,  zuph. 
his  son,  and  Nahath  his  son,  '^  Eliab  his  son,  Jeroham 
his  son,  Elkanah  his  son.  '^And  the  sons  of  Samuel ; 
the  firstborn  *Yashni,  and  Abiah.  "'  The  sons  of  ov,joei. 
Merari;  Mahh,  Libni  his  son,  Shimei  his  son,  Uzza 
his  son,  ^°  Shimei  his  son,  Haggiah  his  son,  Asaiah  his 
son. 

^' And  these  are  they  whom  David  set  over  the  ser- 
vice of  song  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  after  that  the 
ark  had  rest.  ^'And  they  ministered  before  the  dwell- 
ing place  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  with 
singing,  until  Solomon  had  built  the  house  of  the  Lord 
in  Jerusalem  :  and  then  they  waited  on  their  office 
according  to  their  order. 

"And  these  are  they  that  *  waited  with  their  B.eh.  stood. 
children.  Of  the  sons  of  the  Kohathites:  Heman  a 
singer,  the  son  of  Joel,  the  son  of  Shemuel,  '^^  the  son  of 
Elkanah,  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  Eliel,  the  son 
of  Toah,  ^^  the  son  of  *  Zuph,  the  son  of  Elka-  or,  zophai. 
nah,  the  son  of  Mahath,  the  son  of  Amasai,  ^^  the  son 
of  Elkanah,  the  son  of  *  Joel,  the  son  of  Aza-  or,  ska.i,u..iak, 
riah,  the  son  of  Zephaniah,  '^  the  son  of  Tahath,  the  son 
of  Assir,  the  son  of  Ebiasaph,  the  son  of  Korah,  ^^  the 
son  of  Izhar,  the  son  of  Kohath,  the  son  of  Levi,  the 
son  of  Israel.  ^^And  his  brother  Asaph,  who  stood  on 
his  right  hand,  eve?i  Asaph  the  son  of  Berachiah,  the 
son  of  Shimea,  '*°the  son  of  Michael,  the  son  of 
Baaseiah,  the  son  of  Malchiah,  "^'the  son  of  Ethni,  the 
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son  of  Zerah,  the  son  of  Adaiah,  ^^  the  son  of  Ethan, 
the  son  of  Zimmah,  the  son  of  Shimei,  '^Hhe  son  of 
Jahath,  the  son  of  Gershom,  the  son  of  Levi. 

'^'^Ancl  their  brethren  the  sons  of  Merari  stood  on  the 
left  hand ;  *  Ethan  the  son  of  *Kishi,  the  son  of  %l\  Ku^all. 
Abdi,  the  son  of  Malluch,  ^^  the  son  of  Hashabiah,  the 
son  of  Amaziah,  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  ^^  the  son  of  Amzi, 
the  son  of  Bani,  the  son  of  Shamer,  ^''  the  son  of  Mahli, 
the  son  of  Mushi,  the  son  of  Merari,  the  son  of  Levi. 
^^  Their  brethren  also  the  Levites  ii'ere  appointed  unto 
all  manner  of  service  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  house  of 
God. 

^^  But  Aaron  and  his  sons  offered  upon  the  altar  of 
the  burnt  offering,  and  on  the  altar  of  incense,  and 
were  appointed  for  all  the  work  of  the  place  most  holy, 
and  to  make  an  atonement  for  Israel,  according  to  all 
that  Moses  the  servant  of  God  had  commanded. 

^''And  these  are  the  sons  of  Aaron ;  Eleazar  his  son, 
Phinehas  his  son,  Abishua  his  son,  ^'  Bukki  his  son, 
Uzzi  his  son,  Zerahiah  his  son,  "'  Meraioth  his  son, 
Amariah  his  son,  Ahitub  his  son,  "  Zadok  his  son, 
Ahimaaz  his  son. 

^^  Now  these  are  their  dwelling  places  throughout 
their  castles  in  their  coasts,  of  the  sons  of  Aaron,  of 
the  families  of  the  Kohathites :  for  their' s  was  the  lot. 
^^And  they  gave  them  Hebron  in  th^  land  of  Judah, 
and  the  suburbs  thereof  round  about  it.  ^^  But  the 
fields  of  the  city,  and  the  villages  thereof,  they  gave 
to  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh.  "And  to  the  sons  of 
Aaron  they  gave  the  cities  of  Judah,  namely^  Hebron, 
the  city  of  refuge,  and  Libnah  with  her  suburbs,  and 
Jattir,  and  Eshtemoa,  with  their  suburbs,  ^^  and  *Hilen 
with  her  suburbs,  Debir  with  her  suburbs,  or,  soion. 
"  and  *  Ashan  with  her  suburbs,  and  Beth-she-  or,  Ain. 
mesh  with  her  suburbs :  '°  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
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jamin;  Geba  with  her  suburbs,  and  *Alemeth  ov,Aimon. 
with  her  suburbs,  and  Anathoth  with  her  suburbs. 
All  their  cities  throughout  their  families  ivere  thirteen 
cities.  ^' And  unto  the  sons  of  Kohath,  which  were  left 
of  the  family  of  that  tribe,  were  cities  given  out  of  the 
half  tribe,  namely^  out  oftho,  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  by 
lot,  ten  cities. 

"^'And  to  the  sons  of  Gershom  throughout  their 
families  out  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  and  out  of  the 
tribe  of  Asher,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtah,  and 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh  in  Bashan,  thirteen  cities. 

^^  Unto  the  sons  of  Merari  were  given  by  lot,  through- 
out their  families,  out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  out 
of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun, 
twelve  cities.  ^'^And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  to  the 
Levites  these  cities  with  their  suburbs.  ^^And  they 
gave  by  lot  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judah, 
and  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Simeon,  and 
out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  these 
cities,  which  are  called  by  their  names. 

"And  the  residue  of  the  famihes  of  the  sons  of 
Kohath,  had  cities  of  their  coasts  out  of  the  tribe 
of  Ephraim.  '^And  they  gave  unto  them,  of  the  cities 
of  refuge,  Shechem  in  mount  Ephraim  with  her  sub- 
urbs; tlieij  gave  also  Gezer  with  her  suburbs,  ''and 
Jokmeam  with  her  suburbs,  and  Beth-horon  with  her 
suburbs,  ''and  Aijalon  with  her  suburbs,  and  Gath- 
rimmon  with  her  suburbs :  ^°  and  out  of  the  half  tribe 
of  Manasseh;  Aner  with  her  suburbs,  and  Bileam 
with  her  suburbs,  for  the  family  of  the  remnant  of  the 
sons  of  Kohath. 

^'  Unto  the  sons  of  Gershom  ivere  given  out  of  the 
family  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  Golan  in  Bashan 
with  her  suburbs,  and  Ashtaroth  with  her  suburbs; 
''and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar;    Kedesh  with  her 
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suburbs,  Daberath  \Yith  her  suburbs,  '^and  Eamoth 
with  her  suburbs,  and  Anem  with  her  suburbs:  ^"^and 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher ;  Mashal  with  her  suburbs, 
and  Abdon  with  her  suburbs,  ^'and  Hukok  with  her 
suburbs,  and  Rehob  with  her  suburbs:  ^^and  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Naphtali ;  Kedesh  in  Galilee  with  her 
suburbs,  and  Hammon  with  her  suburbs,  and  Kirja- 
thaim  with  her  suburbs. 

"  Unto  the  rest  of  the  children  of  Merari  were  given 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun,  Rimmon  with  her  suburbs, 
Tabor  with  her  suburbs  :  '^  and  on  the  other  side 
Jordan  by  Jericho,  on  the  east  side  of  Jordan,  ivere 
given  them  out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  Bezer  in  the 
wilderness  with  her  suburbs,  and  Jahzah  with  her 
suburbs,  ^^Kedemoth  also  with  her  suburbs,  and  Me- 
phaath  with  her  suburbs :  ^°  and  out  of  the  tribe  of 
Gad  ;  Ramoth  in  Gilead  with  her  suburbs,  and  Maha- 
naim  with  her  suburbs,  ^'and  Heshbon  with  her  sub- 
urbs, and  Jazer  with  her  suburbs. 

VII.  Now  the  sons  of  Issachar  were  Tola,  and  *  Puah, 
Jashub,  and  Shimrom,  four.  ^  And  the  sons  of  °''£t"'' 
Tola  ;  Uzzi,  and  Rephaiah,  and  Jeriel,  and  Jahmai, 
and  Jibsam,  and  Shemuel,  heads  of  their  father's  house, 
to  icit,  of  Tola :  they  were  valiant  men  of  might  in  their 
generations ;  whose  number  ivas  in  the  days  of  David 
two  and  twenty  thousand  and  six  hundred.  ^And  the 
sons  of  Uzzi ;  Izrahiah :  and  the  sons  of  Izrahiah  ; 
Michael,  and  Obadiah,  and  Joel,  Ishiah,  five:  all  of 
them  chief  men. 

"^And  with  them,  by  their  generations,  after  the 
house  of  their  fathers,  tvere  bands  of  soldiers  for  war, 
six  and  thirty  thousand  men :  for  they  had  many  wives 
and  sons.  ^And  their  brethren  among  all  the  families 
of  Issachar  ive?'e  valiant  men  of  might,  reckoned  in  all 
by  their  genealogies  fourscore  and  seven  thousand. 

H.  3. 
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^  The  sons  of  Benjamin  ;  Bela,  and  Becher,  and  Je- 
diael,  three.  ^And  the  sons  of  Bela;  Ezbon,  and  Uzzi, 
and  Uzziel,  and  Jerimoth,  and  Iri,  iive  ;  heads  of  the 
house  of  their  fathers,  mighty  men  of  valour ;  and  were 
reckoned  by  their  genealogies  twenty  and  two  thou- 
sand and  thirty  and  four.  ^  And  the  sons  of  Becher  ; 
Zemira,  and  Joash,  and  Eliezer,  and  Elioenai,  and 
Omri,  and  Jerimoth,  and  Abiah,  and  Anathoth,  and 
Alameth.  All  these  are  the  sons  of  Becher.  ^And 
the  number  of  them,  after  their  genealogy  by  their 
generations,  heads  of  the  house  of  their  fathers,  mighty 
men  of  valour,  was  twenty  thousand  and  two  hundred. 
'°  The  sons  also  of  Jediael ;  Bilhan :  and  the  sons  of 
Bilhan  ;  Jeush,  and  Benjamin,  and  Ehud,  and  Che- 
naanah,  and  Zethan,  and  Tharshish,  and  Ahishahar. 
"All  these  the  sons  of  Jediael,  by  the  heads  of  their 
fathers,  mighty  men  of  valour,  were  seventeen  thou- 
sand and  two  hundred  soldiers^  fit  to  go  out  for  war 
a7id  battle.  ''*Shuppim  also,  and  Huppim,  %5£!'"' 
the  children  of  *Ir,  and  Hushim,  the  sons  of  or.  iri. 

*  Aher.  ^^'  AMram. 

''  The  sons  of  ^aphtali ;  Jahziel,  and  Guni,  and 
Jezer,  and  Shallum,  the  sons  of  Bilhah. 

'^  The  sons  of  Manasseh ;  Ashriel,  whom  she  bare ; 
{hut  his  concubine  the  Aramitess  bare  Machir  the 
father  of  Gilead :  '^  and  Machir  took  to  wife  the  sister 
of  Huppim  and  Shuppim,  whose  sister's  name  was 
Maachah;)  and  the  name  of  the  second  was  Zelophe- 
had:  and  Zelophehad  had  daughters.  '^And  Maachah 
the  wife  of  Machir  bare  a  son,  and  she  called  his  name 
Peresh  ;  and  the  name  of  his  brother  ivas  Sheresh  ; 
and  his  sons  were  Ulam  and  Eakem.  '^And  the  sons 
of  Ulam ;  Bedan.  These  were  the  sons  of  Gilead,  the 
son  of  Machir,  the  son  of  Manasseh.  '^And  his  sister 
Hammoleketh  bare  Ishod,  and  Abiezer,  and  Mahalah. 
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'^And  the  sons  of  Shemidah  were,  Ahian,  and  She- 
cliem,  and  Likhi,  and  Aniham. 

'°And  the  sons  of  Ephrahn;  Shuthelah,  and  Bered 
his  son,  and  Tahath  his  son,  and  Eladah  his  son,  and 
Tahath  his  son,  '''and  Zabad  his  son,  and  Shuthelah 
his  son,  and  Ezer,  and  Elead,  whom  the  men  of  Gath 
that  were  born  in  that  land  slew,  because  they  came 
down  to  take  away  their  cattle.  "And  Ephraim  their 
father  mourned  many  days,  and  his  brethren  came 
to  comfort  him.  ^^And  when  he  went  in  to  his  wife, 
she  conceived,  and  bare  a  son,  and  he  called  his  name 
Beriah,  because  it  went  evil  with  his  house.  ""^(And  his 
daughter  icas  Sherah,  who  built  Beth-horon  the  nether, 
and  the  upper,  and  Uzzen- sherah.)  '^  And  Rephah  teas 
his  son,  also  Besheph,  and  Telah  his  son,  and  Tahan 
his  son,  ^^  Laadan  his  son,  Ammihud  his  son,  Elishama 
his  son,  '^  *Non  his  son,  Jehoshuah  his  son.  or,  mm. 

^^  And  their  possessions  and  habitations  icere^  Beth-el 
and  the  towns  thereof,  and  eastward  Naaran,  and 
westward  Gezer,  with  the  *  towns  thereof:  Heb.  danguer^. 
Shechem  also  and  the  towns  thereof,  unto  *  Gaza  or,  Adam. 
and  the  towns  thereof;  '^and  by  the  borders  of  the 
children  of  Manasseh,  Beth-shean  and  her  towns, 
Taanach  and  her  towns,  Megiddo  and  her  towns.  Dor 
and  her  towns.  In  these  dwelt  the  children  of  Joseph 
the  son  of  Israel. 

^°  The  sons  of  Asher ;  Imnah,  and  Isuah,  and  Ishuai, 
and  Beriah,  and  Serah  their  sister.  ^'  And  the  sons  of 
Beriah  ;  Heber,  and  Malchiel,  who  is  the  father  oi 
Birzavith.  ^'  And  Heber  begat  Japhlet,  and  Shomer, 
and  Hotham,  and  Shua  their  sister.  ^'  And  the  sons 
of  Japhlet ;  Pasach,  and  Bimhal,  and  Ashvath.  These 
are  the  children  of  Japhlet.  ''And  the  sons  of  Shamer ; 
Ahi,  and  Rohgah,  Jehubbah,  and  Aram.  ''  And  the 
sons  of  his  brother  Helem;   Zophah,  and  Imna,  and 
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Shelesh,  and  Amal.  ^^  The  sons  of  Zophah ;  Suah,  and 
Harnepher,  and  Shual,  and  Beri,  and  Imrali,  "  Bezer, 
and  Hod,  and  Shamma,  and  Shilshah,  and  Ithran,  and 
Beera.  ^^  And  the  sons  of  Jether ;  Jephunneh,  and 
Pispah,  and  Ara.  ^^  And  the  sons  of  Ulla;  Arah,  and 
Haniel,  and  Rezia. 

^°  All  these  ivere  the  children  of  Asher,  heads  of 
their  father's  house,  choice  and  mighty  men  of  valour, 
chief  of  the  princes.  And  the  number  throughout 
the  genealogy  of  them  that  were  apt  to  the  war  and 
to  battle  ivas  twenty  and  six  thousand  men. 

yill.  Now  Benjamin  begat  Bela  his  firstborn, 
Ashbel  the  second,  and  Aharah  the  third,  ""  Nohah  the 
fourth,  and  Kapha  the  fifth.  ^  And  the  sons  of  Bela 
were,  *  Addar,  and  Gera,  and  Abihud,  ^  and  or,  Ard. 
Abishua,  and  Naaman,  and  Ahoah,  ^  and  Gera,  and 
*  Shephuphan,  and  Huram.  ^  And  these  are  the  or,  shupham. 
sons  of  Ehud:  these  are  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Geba,  and  they  removed  them  to 
Manahath :  ^  and  Naaman,  and  Ahiah,  and  Gera,  he 
removed  them,  and  begat  Uzza,  and  Ahihud.  ^  And 
Shaharaim  begat  children  in  the  country  of  Moab, 
after  he  had  sent  them  away ;  Hushini  and  Baara  wei^e 
his  wives.  ^  And  he  begat  of  Hodesh  his  wife,  Jobab, 
and  Zibia,  and  Mesha,  and  Malcham,  '°  and  Jeuz,  and 
Shachia,  and  Mirma.  These  were  his  sons,  heads  of 
the  fathers.  "  And  of  Hushim  he  begat  Abitub,  and 
Elpaal.  '"  The  sons  of  Elpaal :  Eber,  and  Misham,  and 
Shamed,  who  built  Ono,  and  Lod,  with  the  towns 
thereof;  '^  Beriah  also,  and  Shema,  who  ivei'^e  heads 
of  the  fathers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aijalon,  who  drove 
away  the  inhabitants  of  Gath:  "^and  Ahio,  Shashak, 
and  Jeremcth,  '^and  Zebadiah,  and  Arad,  and  Ader, 
'^  and  Michael,  and  Ispah,  and  Joha,  the  sons  of  Be- 
riah  ;    '^  and  Zebadiah,  and  Meshullam,   and  Hezeki, 
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and  Heber,  '^  Ishmerai  also,  and  Jezliah,  and  Jobab,  the 
sons  of  Elpaal;  ''and  Jakim,  and  Zichri,  and  Zabdi, 
'"and  Elienai,  and  Zilthai,  and  Eliel,  "and  Adaiah, 
and  Beraiah,  and  Shimrath,  the  sons  of  *  Shimhi ;  or,  shema. 
"  and  Ishpan,  and  Heber,  and  Ehel,  '^  and  Abdon,  and 
Zichri,  and  Hanan,  '"^and  Hananiah,  and  Elam,  and 
Antothijah,  '^  and  Iphedeiah,  and  Penuel,  the  sons 
of  Shashak  ;  '^  and  Shamsherai,  and  Shehariah,  and 
Athaliah,  '^and  Jaresiah,  and  Eliah,  and  Zichri,  the  sons 
of  Jeroham.  '^  These  tuere  heads  of  the  fathers,  by  their 
generations,  chief  me?i.    These  dwelt  in  Jerusalem. 

^' And  at  Gibeon  dwelt  the  *  father  of  Gibeon;  JS. 
whose  wife's  name  u'cis  Maachah:  ^°and  his  firstborn 
son  Abdon,  and  Zur,  and  Kish,  and  Baal,  and  Xadab, 
"'  and  Gedor,  and  Ahio,  and  *  Zacher.  ^'' And  or, zeehariah. 
Mikloth  begat  *  Shimeah.  And  these  aho  or,skimeam. 
dwelt  with  their  brethren  in  Jerusalem,  over  against 
them. 

'^  And  Ner  begat  Kish,  and  Kish  begat  Saul,  and 
Saul  begat  Jonathan,  and  Malchi-shua,  and  Abinadab, 
and  *  Eshbaal.  '^  And  the  son  of  Jonathan  ivas  ^okfm' 
*Merib-baal;  and  Merib-baal  begat  Micah.  ^'loS^t' 
'''  And  the  sons  of  Micah  were^  Pithon,  and  Melech, 
and  *  Tarea,  and  Ahaz.  ^^  And  Ahaz  begat  Je-  or,  Tahrea. 
hoadah ;  and  Jehoadah  begat  Alemeth,  and  Azmaveth, 
and  Zimri ;  and  Zimri  begat  Moza,  ^^  and  Moza  begat 
Binea:  Kapha  ivas  his  son,  Eleasah  his  son,  Azel  his 
son :  ^^  and  Azel  had  six  sons,  whose  names  ai^e  these, 
Azrikam,  Bocheru,  and  Ishmael,  and  Sheariah,  and 
Obadiah,  and  Hanan.  All  these  were  the  sons  of  Azel. 
^^  And  the  sons  of  Eshek  his  brother  icere^  Elam  his 
firstborn,  Jehush  the  second,  and  Eliphelet  the  third. 
^°  And  the  sons  of  Ulam  were  mighty  men  of  valour, 
archers,  and  had  many  sons,  and  sons'  sons,  an  hundred 
and  fifty.     All  these  are  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin. 
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IX.  So  all  Israel  were  reckoned  by  genealogies ; 
and,  behold,  they  ivere  written  in  the  book  of  the 
kings  of  Israel  and  Judah,  who  were  carried  away  to 
Babylon  for  their  transgression. 

""  Xow  the  first  inhabitants  that  dicelt  in  their  pos- 
sessions in  their  cities  were^  the  Israelites,  the  priests, 
Levites,  and  the  Nethinims.  ^  And  in  Jerusalem  dwelt 
of  the  children  of  Judah,  and  of  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin, and  of  the  children  of  Ephraim,  and  Manasseh ; 

'^  Uthai  the  son  of  Ammihud,  the  son  of  Omri,  the 
son  of  Imri,  the  son  of  Bani,  of  the  children  of  Pharez 
the  son  of  Judah.  ^  And  of  the  Shilonites ;  Asaiah 
the  firstborn,  and  his  sons.  ^  And  of  the  sons  of  Zerah ; 
Jeuel,  and  their  brethren,  six  hundred  and  ninety. 

^  And  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin  ;  Sallu  the  son  of 
Meshullam,  the  son  of  Hodaviah,  the  son  of  Hasenuah, 
^  and  Ibneiah  the  son  of  Jeroham,  and  Elah  the  son  of 
Uzzi,  the  son  of  Michri,  and  Meshullam  the  son  of 
Shephathiah,  the  son  of  Reuel,  the'  son  of  Ibnijah; 
^and  their  brethren,  according  to  their  generations, 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  and  six.  All  these  men  were 
chief  of  the  fathers  in  the  house  of  their  fathers. 

'°  And  of  the  priests;  Jedaiah,  and  Jehoiarib,  and 
Jachin,  "and  Azariah  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  the  son  of 
Meshullam,  the  son  of  Zadok,  the  son  of  Meraioth,  the 
son  of  Ahitub,  the  ruler  of  the  house  of  God;  '*and 
Adaiah  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  Pashur,  the 
son  of  Malchijah,  and  Maasiai  the  son  of  Adiel,  the 
son  of  Jahzerah,  the  son  of  Meshullam,  the  son  of 
Meshillemith,  the  son  of  Immer;  '^  and  their  brethren, 
heads  of  the  house  of  their  fathers,  a  thousand  and 
seven  hundred  and  threescore;  *very  able  ^^o/"£a-.'"''' 
men  for  the  work  of  the  service  of  the  house  of  God. 

'"^  And  of  the  Levites ;  Shemaiah  the  son  of  Hasshub, 
the  son  of  Azrikam,  the  son  of  Hashabiah,  of  the  sons 
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of  Merari;  '^ancl  Bakbakkar,  Heresh,  and  Galal,  and 
Mattaniah  the  son  of  Micah,  the  son  of  Zichri,  the  son 
of  Asaph;  '^and  Obadiah  the  son  of  Shemaiah,  the  son 
of  Galal,  the  son  of  Jeduthun,  and  Berechiah  the  son 
of  Asa,  the  son  of  Elkanah,  that  dwelt  in  the  villages 
of  the  Netophathites.  '^  And  the  porters  ivere^  Shallum, 
and  Akkub,  and  Talmon,  and  Ahiman,  and  their 
brethren:  Shallum  teas  the  chief;  'Svho  hitherto 
u'cdted  in  the  king's  gate  eastward :  they  icere  porters 
in  the  companies  of  the  children  of  Levi.  '^  And  Shal- 
lum the  son  of  Kore,  the  son  of  Ebiasaph,  the  son  of 
Korah,  and  his  brethren,  of  the  house  of  his  father,  the 
Korahites,  were  over  the  work  of  the  service,  keepers 
of  the  *  gates  of  the  tabernacle :  and  their  Heb.  thresholds. 
fathers,  being  over  the  host  of  the  Lord,  icere  keepers 
of  the  entry.  '°  And  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  was 
the  ruler  over  them  in  time  past,  and  the  Lord  loas 
with  him.  ^'  And  Zechariah  the  son  of  Meshelemiah 
was  porter  of  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the 
congregation. 

"  All  these  ichich  icere  chosen  to  be  porters  in  the 
gates  icere  two  hundred  and  twelve.  These  were 
reckoned  by  their  genealogy  in  their  villages,  whom 
David  and  Samuel  the  seer  *did  ordain  in  B.eh.  founded. 
their  *  set  office.  '^  So  they  and  their  children  or,  trust. 
had  the  oversight  of  the  gates  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
namely^  the  house  of  the  tabernacle,  by  wards.  ^^  In 
four  quarters  were  the  porters,  toward  the  east,  west, 
north,  and  south.  '"And  their  brethren,, ^6•/^^cA  were  in 
their  villages,  were  to  come  after  seven  days  from  time 
to  time  with  them.  ^^  For  these  Levites,  the  four  chief 
porters,  were  in  their  *  set  office,  and  were  over  or,  trust. 
the  *  chambers  and  treasuries  of  the  house  of  or,  storehouses. 
God.  '^  And  they  lodged  round  about  the  house  of  God, 
because  the  charge  was  upon  them,  and  the  opening 


Or,  on  flat  plates, 
or,  slices. 
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thereof  every  morning  pertained  to  them.  ^^  And  ceiiain 
of  them  had  the  charge  of  the  ministering  vessels,  that 
thev  should  *brin£i:  them  in  and  out  by  tale.  Heb.  brhig  them  w 

V  ^^  ,  -l        "^  by  tale,  a7id  carry 

^^Some  of  them  also  were  appomted  to  over-  tiem  out  %  taie. 
see  the  vessels,  and  all  the  *  instruments  of  the  ov,vesseh. 
sanctuary,  and  the  fine  flour,  and  the  wine,  and  the  oil, 
and  the  frankincense,  and  the  spices.  ^°And  some  of 
the  sons  of  the  priests  made  the  ointment  of  the  spices. 
^' And  Mattithiah,  one  of  the  Levites,  who  loas  the  first- 
born of  Shallum  the  Korahite,  had  the  *  set  office  or 
over  the  things  that  were  made  *in  the  pans. 
^'  And  other  of  their  brethren,  of  the  sons  of  the  Koha- 
thites,  were  over  the  *shewbread,  to  prepare  it  ^t-jeZt 
every  sabbath.  ^^  And  these  are  the  singers,  chief  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Levites,  wJio  remaining  in  the  chambers 
were  free :  for  *  they  were  employed  in  that  work  ^'Lr°" 
day  and  night.  ^^  These  chief  fathers  of  the  Levites 
were  chief  throughout  their  generations ;  these  dwelt 
at  Jerusalem. 

^^And  in  Gibeon  dwelt  the  father  of  Gibeon,  Jehiel, 
whose  wife's  name  ivas  Maachah :  '^  and  his  firstborn 
son  Abdon,  then  Zur,  and  Kish,  and  Baal,  and  Ner, 
and  Nadab,  ^^and  Gedor,  and  Ahio,  and  Zechariah, 
and  Mikloth.  ^^And  Mikloth  begat  Shimeam.  And 
they  also  dwelt  with  their  brethren  at  Jerusalem,  over 
against  their  brethren.  ^'And  Ner  begat  Kish;  and 
Kish  begat  Saul ;  and  Saul  begat  Jonathan,  and  Mal- 
chi-shua,  and  Abinadab,  and  Esh-baal.  ^°And  the  son 
of  Jonathan  was  Merib-baal:  and  Merib-baal  begat 
Micah.  ^'And  the  sons  of  Micah  ivere^  Pithon,  and 
Melech,  and  Tahrea,  and  Ahaz.  ''And  Ahaz  begat 
Jarah ;  and  Jarah  begat  Alemeth,  and  Azmaveth,  and 
Zimri ;  and  Zimri  begat  Moza ;  '^  and  Moza  begat  Binea ; 
and  Rephaiah  his  son,  Eleasah  his  son,  Azel  his  son. 
'^'And  Azel  had  six  sons,  whose  names  are   these, 
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Azrikam,  Bocheru,  and  Ishmael,  and  Sheariah,  and 
Obadiah,  and  Hanan :  these  loere  the  sons  of  Azel. 

X.  Now  the  Philistines  fought  against  Israel ;  and 
the  men  of  Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistines,  and 
fell  down  *  slain  in  mount  Gilboa.  *  And  the  or,  wounded. 
Philistines  followed  hard  after  Saul,  and  after  his  sons ; 
and  the  Philistines  slew  Jonathan,  and  *  Abina-  or,  isimi. 
dab,  and  Malchi-shua,  the  sons  of  Saul.  ^  And  the  battle 
went  sore  against  Saul,  and  the  *  archers  *  hit  ^^//w'"* 
him,  and  he  was  wounded  of  the  archers.  "^Then  ^''^a£''.""'^ 
said  Saul  to  his  armourbearer.  Draw  thy  sword,  and 
thrust  me  through  thercAvith ;  lest  these  uncircumcised 
come  and  *  abuse  me.  But  his  armourbearer  or,  mock  me. 
would  not ;  for  he  was  sore  afraid.  So  Saul  took  a 
sword,  and  fell  upon  it.  'And  when  his  armourbearer 
saw  that  Saul  was  dead,  he  fell  likewise  on  the  sword, 
and  died.  ^  So  Saul  died,  and  his  three  sons,  and  all 
his  house  died  together.  ^And  when  all  the  men  of 
Israel  that  were  in  the  valley  saw  that  they  fled,  and 
that  Saul  and  his  sons  were  dead,  then  they  forsook 
their  cities  and  fled  :  and  the  Philistines  came  and 
dwelt  in  them. 

^  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the 
Philistines  came  to  strip  the  slain,  that  they  found  Saul 
and  his  sons  fallen  in  mount  Gilboa.  ^And  when  they 
had  stripped  him,  they  took  his  head,  and  his  armour, 
and  sent  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines  round  about, 
to  carry  tidings  unto  their  idols,  and  to  the  people. 
'°And  they  put  his  armour  in  the  house  of  their  gods, 
and  fastened  his  head  in  the  temple  of  Dagon. 

"And  when  all  Jabesh-gilead  heard  all  that  the  Phi- 
listines had  done  to  Saul,  '"they  arose,  all  the  valiant 
men,  and  took  away  the  body  of  Saul,  and  the  bodies  of 
his  sons,  and  brought  them  to  Jabesh,  and  buried  their 
bones  under  the  oak  m  Jabesh,  and  fasted  seven  days. 
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'^  So  Saul  died  for  his  transgression  which  he  *  com- 
mitted against  the  Lord,  even  against  the  Heb.  transgressed. 
word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  kept  not,  and  also  for 
asking  counsel  of  one  that  had  a  familiar  spirit,  to  en- 
quire of  it;  '"^and  enquired  not  of  the  Lord:  therefore 
he  slew  him,  and  turned  the  kingdom  unto  David  the 
son  of  *  Jesse.  Heb.  js«t. 

XL  Then  all  Israel  gathered  themselves  to  David 
unto  Hebron,  saying.  Behold,  we  are  thy  bone  and 
thy  flesh.  ^  And  moreover  *in  time  past,  ^„?.  ^ '.S^!' 
even  when  Saul  was  king,  thou  icast  he  that  leddest 
out  and  broughtest  in  Israel :  and  the  Lord  thy  God 
said  unto  thee,  Thou  shalt  *  feed  my  people  or,  mie. 
Israel,  and  thou  shalt  be  ruler  over  my  people  Israel. 
^  Therefore  came  all  the  elders  of  Israel  to  the  king  to 
Hebron ;  and  David  made  a  covenant  with  them  in 
Hebron  before  the  Lord  ;  and  they  anointed  David 
king  over  Israel,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord 
*  by  Samuel.  ^tJl^' 

"^  And  David  and  all  Israel  went  to  Jerusalem,  which 
is  Jebus ;  where  the  Jebusites  were^  the  inhabitants  of 
the  land.  ^  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jebus  said  to  David, 
Thou  shalt  not  come  hither.  Nevertheless  David  took 
the  castle  of  Zion,  which  is  the  city  of  David.  ^And 
David  said.  Whosoever  smiteth  the  Jebusites  first  shall 
be  *  chief  and  captain.  So  Joab  the  son  of  seb.  head. 
Zeruiah  went  first  up,  and  was  chief.  ^  And  David 
dwelt  in  the  castle ;  therefore  they  called  *  it  That  is,  zion. 
the  city  of  David.  ^  And  he  built  the  city  round  about, 
even  from  Millo  round  about :  and  Joab  *  re-  seb.  revived. 
paired  the  rest  of  the  city.  ^  So  David  waxed  greater 
and  greater  :  for  the  Lord  of  hosts  loas  ^ir'.ai.r 
with  him. 

'°  These  also  are  the  chief  of  the  mighty  men  whom 
David  had,  who  *  strengthened  themselves  ^^'Sltr'' 
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with  him  in  his  kingdom,  and  mth  all  Israel,  to  make 
him  king,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  concern- 
ing Israel.  "And  this  is  the  number  of  the  mighty 
men  whom  David  had ;  Jashobeam,  *  an  Hach-  HuchZf. 
monite,  the  chief  of  the  captains :  he  lifted  up  his  spear 
against  three  hundred  slain  by  him  at  one  time.  "And 
after  him  ivas  Eleazar  the  son  of  Dodo,  the  Ahohite, 
who  u-as  one  of  the  three  mighties.  '^  He  was  with 
David  at  *  Pas-dammim,  and  there  the  Philis-  ^^ciamSm' 
tines  Avere  gathered  together  to  battle,  where  was  a 
parcel  of  ground  full  of  barley;  and  the  people  fled 
from  before  the  Philistines.  '"^And  they  *  set  ov,  stood. 
themselves  in  the  midst  of  that  parcel,  and  delivered 
it,  and  slew  the  Philistines ;  and  the  Lord  saved  them 
by  a  great  *  deliverance.  or,  salvation. 

''  Now  *three  of  the  thirty  captains  went  ^[['Jl^ZThf^'!' 
down  to  the  rock  to  David,  into  the  cave  of  Adullam; 
and  the  host  of  the  Philistines  encamped  in  the  valley 
of  Rephaim.  '^  And  David  was  then  in  the  hold,  and 
the  Philistines'  garrison  was  then  at  Beth-lehem. 
'^And  David  longed,  and  said,  Oh  that  one  would 
give  me  drink  of  the  water  of  the  well  of  Beth-lehem, 
that  is  Sit  the  s^ate !  '^  And  the  three  brake  throusfh 
the  host  of  the  Philistines,  and  drew  water  out  of  the 
well  of  Beth-lehem,  that  icas  by  the  gate,  and  took  it^ 
and  brought  it  to  David :  but  David  would  not  drink 
of  it,  but  poured  it  out  to  the  Lord,  '^and  said.  My 
God  forbid  it  me,  that  I  should  do  this  thing :  shall  I 
drink  the  blood  of  these  men  *  that  have  put  ^^^zS/'"'* 
their  lives  in  jeopardy?  for  with  the  jeopardy  of  their 
lives  they  brought  it.  Therefore  he  would  not  drink 
it.     These  things  did  these  three  mightiest. 

'°And  Abishai  the  brother  of  Joab,  he  was  chief 
of  the  three  :  for  lifting  up  his  spear  against  three 
hundred,  he  slew  them^  and  had  a  name  among  the 
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three.  "  Of  the  three,  he  was  more  honourable  than 
the  two ;  for  he  was  their  captain :  howbeit  he  attained 
not  to  the  first  three. 

"  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  the  son  of  a  valiant 
man  of  Kabzeel,  *  who  had  done  many  acts ;  he  ^/VJ«!* 
slew  two  lionlike  men  of  Moab:  also  he  went  down 
and  slew  a  lion  in  a  pit  in  a  snowy  day.  '^  And  he 
slew  an  Egyptian,  *a  man  oi  great  stature,  live  ^t.a™!"-^ 
cubits  high;  and  in  the  Egyptian's  hand  was  a  spear 
like  a  weaver's  beam ;  and  he  went  down  to  him  with 
a  staff,  and  plucked  the  spear  out  of  the  Egyptian's 
hand,  and  slew  him  with  his  own  spear.  '*  These 
things  did  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and  had  a 
name  among  the  three  mighties.  '^  Behold,  he  was 
honourable  among  the  thirty,  but  attained  not  to  the 
first  three :  and  David  set  him  over  his  guard. 

'^  Also  the  valiant  men  of  the  armies  ivere^  Asahel 
the  brother  of  Joab,  Elhanan  the  son  of  Dodo  of 
Beth-lehem, ''  *  Shammoth  the  *  Harorite,  Helez  g;:1^::St; 
the  *  Pelonite,  '^  Ira  the  son  of  Ikkesh  the  or,  Fauite. 
Tekoite,  Abi-ezer  the  Antothite,  '^  *  Sibbecai  or,  Meiunnai. 
the  Hushathite,  *  Ilai  the  Ahohite,  '°  Maharai  or,  zaimon. 
the  Netophathite,  *  Heled  the  son  of  Baanah  ov,iieieb. 
the  Netophathite,  ^'  I  thai  the  son  of  Ribai  of  Gibeah, 
that  pertained  to  the  children  of  Benjamin,  Benaiah  the 
Pirathonite,  ''  *  Hurai  of  the  brooks  of  Gaash,  or,  mddai. 
*Abiel  the  Arbathite,  "Azmaveth  the  Baharu-  or.  Au-aibon. 
mite,  Eliahba  the  Shaalbonite,  ^^  the  sons  of  *  Hashem 
the  Gizonite,  Jonathan  the  son  of  Shage  the  or,  jashen. 
Hararite,  ^"  Ahiam  the  son  of  *  Sacar  the  Hara-  or,  skarar. 
rite,  *Eliphal  the  son  of  *  Ur,  ^^  Hepher  the  8^;  Sffi:- 
Mecherathite,  Ahijah  the  Pelonite,  ^^*Hezro  or,  Hezrai. 
the  Carmehte,  *  Naarai  the  son  of  Ezbai,  ''Joel  teAZl'. 
the  brother  of  Nathan,  Mibhar  *the  son  of  0v,the7iaggerue. 
Haggeri,  ''Zelek  the  Ammonite,  Naharai  the  Berothite, 
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the  armourbearer  of  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  '^^Ira  the 
Ithrite,  Gareb  the  Ithrite,  ^'  Uriah  the  Hittite,  Zabad 
the  son  of  Ahlai,  '^'Adina  the  son  of  Shiza  the  Eeuben- 
ite,  a  captain  of  the  Eeubenites,  and  thirty  with  him, 
^^  Hanan  the  son  of  Maachah,  and  Joshaphat  the  Mith- 
nite,  ^^  Uzzia  the  Ashterathite,  Shama  and  Jehiel  the 
sons  of  Hothan  the  Aroerite,  *' Jediael  the  *son  ov,shimrife. 
of  Shimri,  and  Joha  his  brother,  the  Tizite,  ^^  EHel  the 
Mahavite,  and  Jeribai,  and  Joshaviah,  the  sons  of 
Elnaam,  and  Ithmah  the  Moabite,  ^^  Ehel,  and  Obed, 
and  Jasiel  the  Mesobaite. 

XII.  Xow  these  are  they  that  came  to  David  to 
Ziklag,  *  while  he  yet  kept  himself  close  be-  ^fei^kiff^J^."' 
cause  of  Saul  the  son  of  Eish :  and  they  ivere  among 
the  mighty  men,  helpers  of  the  war.  '  Thei/  ivere  armed 
with  bows,  and  could  use  both  the  right  hand  and  the 
left  in  hurling  stones  and  shooting  arrows  out  of  a  bow, 
even  of  Saul's  brethren  of  Benjamin.  ^  The  chief  was 
Ahiezer,  then  Joash,  the  sons  of  *  Shemaah  or,  nasmaah. 
the  Gibeathite;  and  Jeziel,  and  Eelet,  the  sons  of 
Azmaveth  ;  and  Berachah,  and  Jehu  the  Antothite, 
^  and  Ismaiah  the  Gibeonite,  a  mighty  man  among  the 
thirty,  and  over  the  thirty ;  and  Jeremiah,  and  Jahaziel, 
and  Johanan,  and  Josabad  the  Gederathite,  ^Eluzai,  and 
Jerimoth,  and  Bealiah,  and  Shemariah,  and  Shephatiah 
the  Haruphite,  ^Elkanah,  and  Jesiah,  and  Azareel,  and 
Joezer,  and  Jashobeam,  the  Eorhites,  ^and  Joelah,  and 
Zebadiah,  the  sons  of  Jeroham  of  Gedor. 

^  And  of  the  Gadites  there  separated  themselves 
unto  David  into  the  hold  to  the  wilderness  men  of 
might,  and  men  *  of  ^YaY  Jit  for  the  battle,  that  ^'Lf  ^*' 
could  handle  shield  and  buckler,  whose  faces  ive7''e  like 
the  faces  of  lions,  and  were  *as  swift  as  ,?.t.aLf  jr«KLi! 
the  roes  upon  the  mountains ;  ^  Ezer  the  first,  Obadiah 
the  second,  Eliab  the  third,  '"  Mishmannah  the  fourth, 
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Jeremiah  the  fifth,  "  Attai  the  sixth,  Eliel  the  seventh, 
''  Johanan  the  eighth,  Elzabad  the  ninth,  '^  Jeremiah 
the  tenth,  Machbanai  the  eleventh.  '^  These  were  of 
the  sons  of  Gad,  captains  of  the  host :  *one  gf;,,  "eoukf'reS 
of  the  least  was  over  an  hundred,  and  "^MahZic^l 
the  greatest  over  a  thousand.  '^  These  are  they  that 
went  over  Jordan  in  the  first  month,  when  it  had 
*  overflown  all  his  banks ;  and  they  put  to  flight  ^'\-£!'^ 
all  them  of  the  valleys,  hotli  toward  the  east,  and  toward 
the  west. 

'^And  there  came  of  the  children  of  Benjamin  and 
Judah  to  the  hold  unto  David.  '^  And  David  went 
out  *to  meet  them,  and  answered  and  said  ^''Lf/'""^ 
unto  them,  If  ye  be  come  peaceably  unto  me  to  help 
me,  mine  heart  shall  *be  knit  unto  you  :  but  if  ye  ^t^J"' 
he  come  to  betray  me  to  mine  enemies,  seeing  tJiere  is 
no  *  wrong  in  mine  hands,  the  God  of  our  fathers  \^^°; 
look  thereon,  and  rebuke  it.  ''  Then  *  the  fiSJ^l^^Jl 
spirit  came  upon  Amasai,  who  vms  chief  of  the  cap- 
tains, and  he  said,  Thine  are  we,  David,  and  on  thy 
side,  thou  son  of  Jesse:  peace,  peace  be  unto  thee, 
and  peace  be  to  thine  helpers;  for  thy  God  helpeth 
thee.  Then  David  received  them,  and  made  them 
captains  of  the  band. 

'^  And  there  fell  some  of  Manasseh  to  David,  when 
he  came  with  the  Philistines  against  Saul  to  battle : 
but  they  helped  them  not :  for  the  lords  of  the  Philis- 
tines upon  advisement  sent  him  away,  saying.  He  will 
fall  to  his  master  Saul  *to  the  jeojiardt/  of  our  ^'ta7s!"'" 
heads.  '°  As  he  went  to  Ziklag,  there  fell  to  him 
of  Manasseh,  Adnah,  and  Jozabad,  and  Jediael,  and 
Michael,  and  Jozabad,  and  Elihu,  and  Zilthai,  captains 
of  the  thousands  that  ivere  of  Manasseh.  "  And  they 
helped  David  *  against  the  band  of  the  rovers:  for  Z'lanl 
they  were  all  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  were  captains 
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in  the  host.  "  For  at  that  time  day  by  clay  there  came 
to  David  to  help  him,  until  it  was  a  great  host,  like 
the  host  of  God. 

''And  these  are  the  numbers  of  the  *  bands  Zln'te\^L?J:. 
that  ivere  ready  armed  to  the  war,  and  came  to  David 
to  Hebron,  to  turn  the  kingdom  of  Saul  to  him, 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord.  ""^  The  children 
of  Judah  that  bare  shield  and  spear  icere  six  thousand 
and  eight  hundred,  ready  *  armed  to  the  war.  ov,  prepared. 
'^Of  the  children  of  Simeon,  mighty  men  of  valour 
for  the  war,  seven  thousand  and  one  hundred.  '^  Of 
the  children  of  Levi  four  thousand  and  six  hundred. 
'^And  Jehoiada  ivas  the  leader  of  the  Aaronites,  and 
with  him  ivere  three  thousand  and  seven  hundred  ; 
'^  and  Zadok,  a  young  man  mighty  of  valour,  and  of 
his  father's  house  twenty  and  two  captains.  '^And 
of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  the  *  kindred  of  seb.  irethren. 
Saul,  three  thousand :  for  hitherto  *the  great-  So/JTmf 
est  part  of  them  had  kept  the  ward  of  the  house 
of  Saul.  '°And  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  twenty 
thousand  and  eight  hundred,  mighty  men  of  valour, 

*  famous  throughout  the  house  of  their  fathers.  ^fnaZll 
''And  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  eighteen  thousand, 
which  were  expressed  by  name,  to  come  and  make 
David  king.  '"And  of  the  children  of  Issachar,  which 
were  men  that  had  understanding  of  the  times,  to  know 
what  Israel  ought  to  do;  the  heads  of  them  were  two 
hundred ;  and  all  their  brethren  were  at  their  com- 
mandment.  ''  Of  Zebulun,  such  as  went  forth  to  battle, 

*  expert  in  war,  with  all  instruments  of  ^l^^TXedithaltie: 
war,  fifty  thousand,  which  could  *keep  rank:  *^i'/£ltmf' 
they  were  *not  of  double  heart.  '^  And  ^^',S?wf'^ 
of  A^aphtali  a  thousand  captains,  and  with  them,  with 
shield  and  spear,  thirty  and  seven  thousand.  "  And 
of  the  Danites,  expert  in  war,  twenty  and  eight  thou- 
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sand  and  six  hundred.  ^^And  of  Aslier,  such  as  went 
forth  to  battle,  *  expert  in  war,  forty  thousand.  ^ifrS 
"  And  on  the  other  side  of  Jordan,  of  the  Reubenites, 
and  the  Gadites,  and  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
with  all  manner  of  instruments  of  war  for  the  battle, 
an  hundred  and  twenty  thousand. 

^^  All  these  men  of  war,  that  could  keep  rank,  came 
with  a  perfect  heart  to  Hebron,  to  make  David  king 
over  all  Israel :  and  all  the  rest  also  of  Israel  loere  of 
one  heart  to  make  David  king.  ^^And  there  they 
were  with  David  three  days,  eating  and  drinking :  for 
their  brethren  had  prepared  for  them.  ^°  Moreover 
they  that  were  nigh  them,  even  unto  Issachar  and 
Zebulun  and  Naphtali,  brought  bread  on  asses,  and  on 
camels,  and  on  mules,  and  on  oxen,  and  *meat,  ^l}'tfaL^ 
meal,  cakes  of  figs,  and  bunches  of  raisins,  and  wine, 
and  oil,  and  oxen,  and  sheep  abundantly:  for  there 
was  joy  in  Israel. 

XIII.  And  David  consulted  with  the  captains  of 
thousands  and  hundreds,  and  with  every  leader. 
'And  David  said  unto  all  the  congregation  of  Israel, 
If  it  seem  good  unto  you,  and  that  it  be  of  the  Lord 
our  God,  ^let  us  send  abroad  unto  our  ^J^tltn^ 'Jnt 
brethren  every  where,  that  are  left  in  all  the  land  of 
Israel,  and  with  them  also  to  the  priests  and  Levites 
which  are  *in  their  cities  and  suburbs,  that  ^,^^tS>Sis! 
they  may  gather  themselves  unto  us  :  ^  and  let  us 
*  bring  again  the  ark  of  our  God  to  us:  for  we  ^""aiJt^ 
enquired  not  at  it  in  the  days  of  Saul.  '^And  all  the 
congregation  said  that  they  would  do  so  :  for  the 
thing  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  people. 

^  So  David  gathered  all  Israel  together,  from  Shihor 
of  Egypt  even  unto  the  entering  of  Hemath,  to  bring 
the  ark  of  God  from  Kirjath-jearim.  ^And  David 
went  up,  and  all  Israel,  to  Baalah,  that  is^  to  Kirjath- 
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-jearim,  which  belonged  to  Judah,  to  bring  up  thence 
the  ark  of  God  the  Loed,  that  dwelleth  between  the 
cherubims,  whose  name  is  called  on  it,  ^And  thev 
*  carried  the  ark  of  God  in  a  new  cart  out  of  ^m^h/}.' 
the  house  of  Abinadab  :  and  Uzza  and  Ahio  drave 
the  cart.  ^And  David  and  all  Israel  played  before 
God  with  all  their  might,  and  mth  *  singing,  ^{eh.sonos. 
and  with  harps,  and  with  psalteries,  and  with  timbrels, 
and  with  cymbals,  and  with  trumpets. 

^And  when  they  came  unto  the  threshingfloor  of 
*Chidon,  Uzza  put  forth  his  hand  to  hold  the  ov,NacTion. 
ark;  for  the  oxen  *  stumbled.  '°And  the  anger  or,«Aooi 
of  the  Loed  was  kindled  against  Uzza,  and  he  smote 
him,  because  he  put  his  hand  to  the  ark:  and  there 
he  died  before  God.  "And  David  was  displeased, 
because  the  Loed  had  made  a  breach  upon  Uzza: 
wherefore  that  place  is  called  *Perez-uzza  '^'^'' J^  ^'/i'^"''^ 
to  this  day.  ''And  David  was  afraid  of  God  that  day, 
saying.  How  shall  I  bring  the  ark  of  God  home  to  me? 
'^  So  David  *brought  not  the  ark  home  to  him-  B.eh.  removed. 
self  to  the  city  of  David,  but  carried  it  aside  into  the 
house  of  Obed-edom  the  Gittite. 

'"^And  the  ark  of  God  remained  with  the  family  of 
Obed-edom  in  his  house  three  months.  And  the  Loed 
blessed  the  house  of  Obed-edom,  and  all  that  he  had. 

XIY.  Now  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  sent  messengers 
to  David,  and  timber  of  cedars,  with  masons  and  car- 
penters, to  build  him  an  house.  'And  David  per- 
ceived that  the  Loed  had  confirmed  him  king  over 
Israel,  for  his  kingdom  was  lifted  up  on  high,  because 
of  his  people  Israel. 

^And  David  took  *more  wives  at  Jerusalem:  Heb.^.^ 
and  David  begat  more  sons  and  daughters.  '^Xow 
these  are  the  names  of  his  children  which  he  had  in 
Jerusalem;  Shammua,  and  Shobab,  Nathan,  and  Solo- 

H.  4. 
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mon,  ^ancl  Ibhar,  and  Elishua,  and  Elpalet,  ^and 
Nogah,  and  Nepheg,  and  Japhia,  ^  and  Elishama,  and 
*  Beeliada,  and  Eliphalet.  or,  EUada. 

^And  when  the  Philistines  heard  that  David  was 
anointed  king  over  all  Israel,  all  the  Philistines  went 
up  to  seek  David.  And  David  heard  of  it^  and  went 
out  against  them.  ^And  the  Phihstines  came  and 
spread  themselves  in  the  valley  of  Rephaim.  '°And 
David  enquired  of  God,  saying,  Shall  I  go  up  against 
the  Philistines?  and  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  mine 
hand?  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him.  Go  up;  for  I  will 
deliver  them  into  thine  hand.  "  So  they  came  up  to 
Baal-perazim ;  and  David  smote  them  there.  Then 
David  said,  God  hath  broken  in  upon  mine  enemies 
by  mine  hand  like  the  breaking  forth  of  waters :  there- 
fore they  called  the  name  of  that  place  *Baal-  '^"S^^r/ir 
perazim.  ''And  when  they  had  left  their  gods  there, 
David  gave  a  commandment,  and  they  were  burned 
with  fire. 

'^And  the  Philistines  yet  again  spread  themselves 
abroad  in  the  valley.  ''Therefore  David  enquired 
again  of  God  ;  and  God  said  unto  him,  Go  not  up 
after  them  ;  turn  away  from  them,  and  come  upon 
them  over  against  the  mulberry  trees.  '^And  it  shall 
be,  when  thou  shalt  hear  a  sound  of  going  in  the  tops 
of  the  mulberry  trees,  that  then  thou  shalt  go  out  to 
battle :  for  God  is  gone  forth  before  thee  to  smite  the 
host  of  the  Philistines.  ''  David  therefore  did  as  God 
commanded  him  :  and  they  smote  the  host  of  the 
Philistines  from  Gibeon  even  to  Gazer. 

'^And  the  fame  of  David  went  out  into  all  lands; 
and  the  Lord  brought  the  fear  of  him  upon  all  na- 
tions. 

XY.  And  David  made  him  houses  in  the  city  of 
David,  and  prepared  a  place  for  the  ark  of  God,  and 
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pitched  for  it  a  tent.  '  Then  David  said,  *  Xone  ought 
to  carry  the  ark  of  God  but  the  Levites :  ^^.J?^  JJJV^^f  ^^ 
for  them  hath  the  Lord  chosen  to  carry  Set"^'^'"'^^'' 
the  ark  of  God,  and  to  minister  unto  him  for  ever. 

^And  David  gathered  all  Israel  together  to  Jeru- 
salem, to  bring  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  unto  his  place, 
which  he  had  prepared  for  it.  ^And  David  assembled 
the  children  of  Aaron,  and  the  Levites :  '  of  the  sons  of 
Kohath;  Uriel  the  chief,  and  his  *  brethren  an  ov,i-insmen. 
hundred  and  twenty :  ^  of  the  sons  of  Merari ;  Asaiah 
the  chief,  and  his  brethren  two  hundred  and  twenty : 
^  of  the  sons  of  Gershom ;  Joel  the  chief,  and  his  bre- 
thren an  hundred  and  thirty :  ^  of  the  sons  of  Eliza- 
phan ;  Shemaiah  the  chief,  and  his  brethren  two  hun- 
dred :  ^  of  the  sons  of  Hebron ;  Eliel  the  chief,  and  his 
brethren  fourscore :  '°  of  the  sons  of  Uzziel ;  Ammina- 
dab  the  chief,  and  his  brethren  an  hundred  and  twelve. 

"And  David  called  for  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the 
priests,  and  for  the  Levites,  for  Uriel,  Asaiah,  and 
Joel,  Shemaiah,  and  Eliel,  and  Amminadab,  ''and 
said  unto  them,  Ye  ai^e  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Levites:  sanctify  yourselves,  both  ye  and  your  bre- 
thren, that  ye  may  bring  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel  unto  the  place  that  1  have  prepared  for  it. 
'^  For  because  ye  did  it  not  at  the  first,  the  Lord  our 
God  made  a  breach  upon  us,  for  that  we  sought  him 
not  after  the  due  order. 

"^  So  the  priests  and  the  Levites  sanctified  them- 
selves to  bring  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 
'^And  the  children  of  the  Levites  bare  the  ark  of  God 
upon  their  shoulders  with  the  staves  thereon,  as  Moses 
commanded  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

'^And  David  spake  to  the  chief  of  the  Levites  to 
appoint  their  brethren  to  be  the  singers  with  instru- 
ments of  musick,  psalteries  and  harps  and  cymbals, 
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sounding,  by  lifting  up  the  voice  with  joy.  "'  So  the 
Levites  appointed  Heman  the  son  of  Joel;  and  of  his 
brethren,  Asaph  the  son  of  Berechiah;  and  of  the  sons 
of  Merari  their  brethren,  Ethan  the  son  of  Kushaiah ; 
'^  and  with  them  their  brethren  of  the  second  degree^ 
Zechariah,  Ben,  and  Jaaziel,  and  Shemiramoth,  and 
Jehiel,  and  Unni,  Eliab,  and  Benaiah,  and  Maaseiah, 
and  Mattithiah,  and  Elipheleh,  and  Mikneiah,  and 
Obed-edom,  and  Jeiel,  the  porters.  '^  So  the  singers, 
Heman,  Asaph,  and  Ethan,  luere  appointed  to  sound 
mth  cymbals  of  brass;  '°and  Zechariah,  and  Aziel, 
and  Shemiramoth,  and  Jehiel,  and  Unni,  and  Eliab, 
and  Maaseiah,  and  Benaiah,  with  psalteries  on  Ala- 
moth  ;  ^'  and  Mattithiah,  and  Elipheleh,  and  Mikneiah, 
and  Obed-edom,  and  Jeiel,  and  Azaziah,  with  harps 
*on  the  Sheminith  to  excel.  ^%:it;:f' ' 

"And  Chenaniah,  chief  of  the  Levites,  *was  Z';rZTe{Zfn. 
for  *song:  he  instructed  about  the  song,  be-  fhe^tafriage^''* 
cause  he  was  skilful.  ^^And  Berechiah  and  ^^^•^^^"'^"^• 
Elkanah  were  doorkeepers  for  the  ark. 

'"And  Shebaniah,  and  Jehoshaphat,  and  Nethaneel, 
and  Amasai,  and  Zechariah,  and  Benaiah,  and  Eliezer, 
the  priests,  did  blow  with  the  trumpets  before  the 
ark  of  God:  and  Obed-edom  and  Jehiah  were  door- 
keepers for  the  ark. 

^^  So  David,  and  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  the  cap- 
tains over  thousands,  went  to  bring  up  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  the  house  of  Obed-edom 
with  joy.  *^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  God  helped 
the  Levites  that  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord,  that  they  offered  seven  bullocks  and  seven 
rams.  '^And  David  was  clothed  with  a  robe  of  fine 
linen,  and  all  the  Levites  that  bare  the  ark,  and  the 
singers,  and  Chenaniah  the  master  of  the  *song  or,  camv^e. 
with  the  singers:  David  also  had  upon  him  an  ephod 
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of  linen.  '^  Thus  all  Israel  brought  up  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  with  shouting,  and  with  sound 
of  the  cornet,  and  with  trumpets,  and  with  cymbals, 
making  a  noise  with  psalteries  and  harps. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord  came  to  the  city  of  David,  that  ]\Iichal  the 
daughter  of  Saul  looking  out  at  a  window  saw  king 
David  dancing  and  playing :  and  she  despised  him  in 
her  heart. 

XYL  So  they  brought  the  ark  of  God,  and  set  it 
in  the  midst  of  the  tent  that  David  had  pitched  for  it : 
and  they  oiiered  burnt  sacrifices  and  peace  offerings 
before  God.  ^And  when  David  had  made  an  end  of 
offering  the  burnt  offerings  and  the  peace  offerings,  he 
blessed  the  people  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  ^And  he 
dealt  to  every  one  of  Israel,  both  man  and  woman,  to 
every  one  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  a  good  piece  of  flesh, 
and  a  flagon  of  loine, 

"^And  he  appointed  certain  of  the  Levites  to  minister 
before  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  to  record,  and  to 
thank  and  praise  the  Lord  God  of  Israel:  "Asaph  the 
chief,  and  next  to  him  Zechariah,  Jeiel,  and  Shemira- 
moth,  and  Jehiel,  and  Mattithiah,  and  Eliab,  and 
Benaiah,  and  Obed-edom;  and  Jeiel  *  with  ^eh.withhistru- 

.    '  I'll  1  A  1  1         t'nenis   of  psabte- 

psalteries  and  with  harps ;  but  Asaph  made  ries  and  harps. 
a  sound  with  cymbals ;    ^  Benaiah  also  and  Jahaziel 
the  priests  with  trumpets  continually  before  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  God. 

'  Then  on  that  day  David  delivered  first  this  jisalm 
to  thank  the  Lord  into  the  hand  of  Asaph  and  his 
brethren. 

'Give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  call  upon  his  name, 
make  known  his  deeds  among  the  people.  ^  Sing 
unto  him,  sing  psalms  unto  him,  talk  ye  of  all  his 
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wondrous  works.  '°  Glory  ye  in  his  holy  name : 
let  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  that  seek  the  Lord. 
"  Seek  the  Lord  and  his  strength,  seek  his  face 
continually. 

'"  Remember  his  marvellous  works  that  he  hath  done, 
his  wonders,  and  the  judgments  of  his  mouth; 
'^  0  ye  seed  of  Israel  his  servant,  ye  children  of 
Jacob,  his  chosen  ones.  '^  He  is  the  Lord  our 
God;  his  judgments  are  in  all  the  earth. 

'^  Be  ye  mindful  always  of  his  covenant ;  the  word 
ivhich  he  commanded  to  a  thousand  generations; 
'^  even  of  the  covenant  which  he  made  with  Abra- 
ham, and  of  his  oath  unto  Isaac;  '^and  hath  con- 
firmed the  same  to  Jacob  for  a  law,  and  to  Israel 
for  an  everlasting  covenant,  '^  saying.  Unto  thee 
will  I  give  the  land  of  Canaan,  *the  lot  of  ^trt' 
your  inheritance;  '^  when  ye  were  but  *few,  5t;»S! 
even  a  few,  and  strangers  in  it.  ''"And  when  they 
went  from  nation  to  nation,  and  from  one  kingdom 
to  another  people ;  "'he  suffered  no  man  to  do  them 
wrong  :  yea,  he  reproved  kings  for  their  sakes, 
^' saying^  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my 
prophets  no  harm. 

'^  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth ;  shew  forth  from 
day  to  day  his  salvation.  ""^  Declare  his  glory 
among  the  heathen ;  his  marvellous  works  among 
all  nations.  '^  For  great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly 
to  be  praised:  he  also  is  to  be  feared  above  all 
gods.  '^  For  all  the  gods  of  the  people  are  idols : 
but  the  Lord  made  the  heavens.  '^  Glory  and 
honour  are  in  his  presence ;  strength  and  gladness 
are  in  his  place. 

'^  Give  unto  the  Lord,  ye  kindreds  of  the  people,  give 
unto  the  Lord  glory  and  strength.  '^  Give  unto 
the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name :  bring  an 
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offering,  and  come  before  him :  worship  the  Lord 
in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  '°  Fear  before  him,  all 
the  earth:  the  world  also  shall  be  stable,  that  it 
be  not  moved.  ^'  Let  the  heavens  be  glad,  and 
let  the  earth  rejoice :  and  let  wen  say  among  the 
nations,  The  Lord  reigneth.  ^'  Let  the  sea  roar, 
and  the  fulness  thereof:  let  the  fields  rejoice,  and 
all  that  is  therein.  "''  Then  shall  the  trees  of  the 
wood  sing  out  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  because 
he  Cometh  to  judge  the  earth. 
^'*0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  for  he  is  good;  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  ^^And  say  ye.  Save 
us,  0  God  of  our  salvation,  and  gather  us  together, 
and  deliver  us  from  the  heathen,  that  we  may  give 
thanks  to  thy  holy  name,  and  glory  in  thy  praise. 
^^  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  for  ever  and 
ever. 

And  all  the  people  said,  Amen,  and  praised  the  Lord. 

^^  So  he  left  there  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord  Asaph  and  his  brethren,  to  minister  before 
the  ark  continually,  as  every  day's  work  required : 
^^  and  Obed-edom  with  their  brethren,  threescore  and 
eight :  Obed-edom  also  the  son  of  Jeduthun  and  Hosah 
to  be  porters :  ^^  and  Zadok  the  priest,  and  his  brethren 
the  priests,  before  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  in  the 
high  place  that  was  at  Gibeon,  ^°  to  offer  burnt  offer- 
ings unto  the  Lord  upon  the  altar  of  the  burnt  offer- 
ing continually  *  morning  and  evening,  ^"^^  1 1': Z-!:^' ""' 
and  to  do  according  to  all  that  is  Avritten  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord,  which  he  commanded  Israel;  "^^  and  with 
them  Heman  and  Jeduthun,  and  the  rest  that  were 
chosen,  who  were  expressed  by  name,  to  give  thanks 
to  the  Lord,  because  his  mercy  ejidureth  for  ever; 
*'  and  with  them  Heman  and  Jeduthun  with  trumpets 
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and  cymbals  for  those  that  should  make  a  sound,  and 
with  musical  instruments  of  God.  And  the  sons  of 
Jeduthun  icere  *  porters.  ''^And  all  Xh^  people  ^tf^gatL 
departed  every  man  to  his  house :  and  David  returned 
to  bless  his  house. 

XVII.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  as  David  sat  in  his 
house,  that  David  said  to  Nathan  the  prophet,  Lo, 
I  dwell  in  an  house  of  cedars,  but  the  ark  of  the  cove- 
nant of  the  Lord  remaineth  under  curtains.  ^  Then 
Nathan  said  unto  David,  Do  all  that  is  in  thine  heart ; 
for  God  is  with  thee. 

^And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the  word 
of  God  came  to  Nathan,  saying,  ^  Go  and  tell  David 
my  servant,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Thou  shalt  not  build 
me  an  house  to  dwell  in :  ^  for  I  have  not  dwelt  in  an 
house  since  the  day  that  I  brought  up  Israel  unto  this 
clay;  but  *have  gone  from  tent  to  tent,  and  ^eh.  have  been. 
from  one  tabernacle  to  another,  ^  Wheresoever  I  have 
walked  with  all  Israel,  spake  I  a  word  to  any  of  the 
judges  of  Israel,  whom  I  commanded  to  feed  my  people, 
saying.  Why  have  ye  not  built  me  an  house  of  cedars  ? 
^  Now  therefore  thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  my  servant 
David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  I  took  thee  from 
the  sheepcote,  even  *from  following  the  sheep,  ^%£'!'^ 
that  thou  shouldest  be  ruler  over  my  people  Israel: 
^  and  I  have  been  with  thee  whithersoever  thou  hast 
walked,  and  have  cut  off  all  thine  enemies  from  before 
thee,  and  have  made  thee  a  name  like  the  name  of  the 
great  men  that  are  in  the  earth.  Wlso  I  will  ordain  a 
place  for  my  people  Israel,  and  will  plant  them,  and 
they  shall  dwell  in  their  place,  and  shall  be  moved  no 
more;  neither  shall  the  children  of  wickedness  waste 
them  any  more,  as  at  the  beginning,  '°  and  since  the 
time  that  I  commanded  judges  to  be  over  my  people 
Israel.     Moreover  I  will  subdue  all   thine  enemies. 
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Furthermore  I  tell  tliee  that  the  Lord  will  build  thee 
an  house.  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  thy  days 
be  expired  that  thou  must  go  to  be  with  thy  fathers, 
that  I  wdll  raise  up  thy  seed  after  thee,  which  shall  be 
of  thy  sons;  and  I  wSl  establish  his  kingdom.  ''He 
shall  build  me  an  house,  and  I  will  stablish  his  throne 
for  ever.  '^  I  will  be  his  father,  and  he  shall  be  ray 
son :  and  I  will  not  take  my  mercy  away  from  him, 
as  I  took  it  from  him  that  was  before  thee :  '"*  but  I  will 
settle  him  in  mine  house  and  in  my  kingdom  for  ever : 
and  his  throne  shall  be  established  for  evermore. 

''According  to  all  these  words,  and  according  to  all 
this  vision,  so  did  Xathan  speak  unto  David. 

'^And  David  the  king  came  and  sat  before  the  Loed, 
and  said.  Who  am  I,  0  Lord  God,  and  Avhat  is  mine 
house,  that  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto?  '^And  yet 
this  was  a  small  thing  in  thine  eyes,  0  God ;  for  thou 
hast  also  spoken  of  thy  servant's  house  for  a  great 
while  to  come,  and  hast  regarded  me  according  to  the 
estate  of  a  man  of  high  degree,  0  Lord  God.  '^What 
can  David  sjjeak  more  to  thee  for  the  honour  of  thy 
servant?  for  thou  knowest  thy  servant.  '^  0  Lord,  for 
thy  servant's  sake,  and  according  to  thine  own  heart, 
hast  thou  done  all  this  greatness,  in  making  known  all 
these  *  great  things.  '°  0  Lord,  there  is  none  'B.eh.  greatnesses, 
like  thee,  neither  is  there  any  God  beside  thee,  accord- 
ing to  all  that  we  have  heard  with  our  ears.  '''And 
what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  hke  thy  people  Israel, 
wdiom  God  went  to  redeem  to  he  his  own  people,  to 
make  thee  a  name  of  greatness  and  terribleness,  by 
driving  out  nations  from  before  thy  people,  whom  thou 
hast  redeemed  out  of  Egypt  ?  "  For  thy  people  Israel 
didst  thou  make  thine  own  people  for  ever;  and  thou. 
Lord,  becamest  their  God.  ''  Therefore  now.  Lord, 
let  the  thing  that  thou  hast  spoken  concerning  thy 
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servant  and  concerning  his  house  be  established  for 
ever,  and  do  as  thou  hast  said.  ^^  Let  it  even  be 
established,  that  thy  name  may  be  magnified  for  ever, 
saying.  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  God  of  Israel,  even  a 
God  to  Israel :  and  let  the  house  of  David  thy  servant 
he  estabhshed  before  thee.  "'  For  thou,  0  my  God, 
*hast  told  thy  servant  that  thou  wilt  build  ^tr^ftiJ^Zrl^J'" 
him  an  house :  therefore  thy  servant  hath  found  m  his 
heart  to  pray  before  thee.  ''^And  now,  Lord,  thou  art 
God,  and  hast  promised  this  goodness  unto  thy  servant : 
'^now  therefore  *let  it  please  thee  to  bless  the  X'^,idtkee. 
house  of  thy  servant,  that  it  may  be  before  thee  for 
ever :  for  thou  blessest,  0  Lord,  and  it  shall  he  blessed 
for  ever. 

XVIII.  Now  after  this  it  came  to  pass,  that  David 
smote  the  Philistines,  and  subdued  them,  and  took 
Gath  and  her  towns  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines. 

''And  he  smote  Moab;  and  the  Moabites  became 
David's  servants,  and  brought  gifts. 

^And  David  smote  *Hadarezer  king  of  Zobah  ^^'^ef"'^' 
unto  Hamath,  as  he  went  to  stablish  his  dominion  by 
the  river  Euphrates.  "^And  David  took  from  him  a 
thousand  chariots,  and  seven  thousand  horsemen,  and 
twenty  thousand  footmen  :  David  also  houghed  all 
the  chariot  horses^  but  reserved  of  them  an  hundred 
chariots. 

^  And  when  the  Syrians  of  *  Damascus  came  ^t!e,?k!" 
to  help  Hadarezer  king  of  Zobah,  David  slew  of  the 
Syrians  two  and  twenty  thousand  men.  ^  Then  David 
put  garrisons  in  Syria-damascus ;  and  the  Syrians  be- 
came David's  servants,  and  brought  gifts.  Thus  the 
Lord  preserved  David  Avhithersoever  he  went.  ^And 
David  took  the  shields  of  gold  that  were  on  the  servants 
of  Hadarezer,  and  brought  them  to  Jerusalem.  ^  Like- 
wise from  *Tibhath,  and  from  Chun,  cities  of  ""''J^^^ltr' 
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Haclarezer,  brought  David  very  much  brass,  wherewith 
Solomon  made  the  brasen  sea,  and  the  pillars,  and  the 
vessels  of  brass. 

^  Now  when  *  Tou  king  of  Hamath  heard  how  or,  Toi. 
David  had  smitten  all  the  host  of  Hadarezer  king  of 
Zobah;  '°he  sent  *  Hadoram  his  son  to  king  ov,joran,. 
David,  *to  enquire  of  his  welfare,  and  *to  con-  ^^^ttoiuL 
gratulate  him ;  because  he  had  fought  against  Hadare- 
zer, and  smitten  him ;  (for  Hadarezer  *had  war  f,au'ofZ!r'. 
with  Tou;)  and  with  him  all  manner  of  vessels  of  gold 
and  silver  and  brass.  "  Them  also  king  David  dedicated 
unto  the  Lord,  vnth  the  silver  and  the  gold  that  he 
brought  from  all  these  nations ;  from  Edom,  and  from 
Moab,  and  from  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  from  the 
Philistines,  and  from  Amalek. 

'*  Moreover  *Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah  slew  ^eh.Abshai. 
of  the  Edomites  in  the  valley  of  salt  eighteen  thousand. 
'^And  he  put  garrisons  in  Edom;  and  all  the  Edomites 
became  David's  servants.  Thus  the  Lord  preserved 
David  whithersoever  he  went. 

"^  Do  David  reigned  over  all  Israel,  and  executed 
judgment  and  justice  among  all  his  people.  '^And  Joab 
the  son  of  Zeruiah  luas  over  the  host ;  and  Jehoshaphat 
the  son  of  Ahilud,  *  recorder.  ^'And  Zadok  the  ^LT/r"" 
son  of  Ahitub,  and  *  Abimelech  the  son  of  or,  AMmeiech. 
Abiathar,  ivere  the  priests ;  and  *  Shavsha  was  or,  seraiah. 
scribe  ;  '^  and  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  was  over 
the  Cherethites  and  the  Pelethites  ;  and  the  sons  of 
David  were  chief  *  about  the  king.  ^'"^tL^"''^ 

XIX.  Now  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Xahash 
the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon  died,  and  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead.  ''And  David  said,  I  will  shew 
kindness  unto  Hanun  the  son  of  Nahash,  because 
his  father  shewed  kindness  to  me.  And  David  sent 
messengers  to  comfort  him  concerning  his  father.     So 
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the  servants  of  David  came  into  the  land  of  the 
children  of  Ammon  to  Hanun,  to  comfort  him.  ^  But 
the  princes  of  the  children  of  Ammon  said  to  Hanun, 
*Thinkest  thou  that  David  doth  honour  ^tt/n^a^ir 
thy  father,  that  he  hath  sent  comforters  unto  thee  ? 
are  not  his  servants  come  unto  thee  for  to  search, 
and  to  overthrow,  and  to  spy  out  the  land?  ''Where- 
fore Hanun  took  David's  servants,  and  shaved  them, 
and  cut  off  their  garments  in  the  midst  hard  by 
their  buttocks,  and  sent  them  away.  '  Then  there 
went  certain^  and  told  David  how  the  men  were 
served.  And  he  sent  to  meet  them  :  for  the  men 
were  greatly  ashamed.  And  the  king  said.  Tarry 
at  Jericho  until  your  beards  be  grown,  and  then 
return. 

^And  when  the  children  of  Annnon  saw  that  they 
had  made  themselves  *  odious  to  David,  Hanun  iieh.todink. 
and  the  children  of  Ammon  sent  a  thousand  talents 
of  silver  to  hire  them  chariots  and  horsemen  out  of 
Mesopotamia,  and  out  of  Syria-maachah,  and  out  of 
Zobah.  ^  So  they  hired  thirty  and  two  thousand 
chariots,  and  the  king  of  Maachah  and  his  people; 
who  came  and  pitched  before  Medeba.  And  the  chil- 
dren of  Ammon  gathered  themselves  together  from 
their  cities,  and  came  to  battle. 

^And  when  David  heard  of  it^  he  sent  Joab,  and  all 
the  host  of  the  mighty  men.  ^And  the  children  of 
Ammon  came  out,  and  put  the  battle  in  array  before 
the  gate  of  the  city:  and  the  kings  that  were  come 
icere  by  themselves  in  the  field. 

^"Now  when  Joab  saw  *the  battle  was  ^ttiattuZf 
set  against  him  before  and  behind,  he  chose  out  of  all 
the  *  choice  of  Israel,  and  put  tltem  in  array  ov,  young  men. 
against  the  Syrians.  "And  the  rest  of  the  people  he 
delivered  unto  the  hand  of  *Abishai  his  bro-  B.eb.  Abshai. 
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tlier,  and  they  set  themselves  in  array  against  the 
children  of  Amnion.  '"And  he  said,  If  the  Syrians  be 
too  strong  for  me,  then  thou  shalt  help  me :  but  if  the 
children  of  Ammon  be  too  strong  for  thee,  then  I  will 
help  thee.  '^  Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  us  behave 
ourselves  valiantly  for  our  people,  and  for  the  cities  of 
our  God :  and  let  the  Lord  do  that  luhich  is  s^ood  in 
his  sight. 

''^  So  Joab  and  the  people  that  icere  with  him  drew 
nigh  before  the  Syrians  unto  the  battle ;  and  they  fled 
before  him.  '^  And  when  the  children  of  Ammon  saw 
that  the  Syrians  were  fled,  they  likewise  fled  before 
Abishai  his  brother,  and  entered  into  the  city.  Then 
Joab  came  to  Jerusalem. 

'^And  when  the  Syrians  saw  that  they  were  put  to 
the  worse  before  Israel,  they  sent  messengers,  and  drew 
forth  the  Syrians  that  icere  beyond  the  *  river :  jeIJIw^". 
and  *  Shophach  the  captain  of  the  host  of  Hada-  or,  shobach. 
rezer  icent  before  them.  '^And  it  was  told  David;  and 
he  gathered  all  Israel,  and  passed  over  Jordan,  and 
came  upon  them,  and  set  the  battle  in  array  against 
them.  So  when  David  had  put  the  battle  in  array 
against  the  Syrians,  they  fought  with  him.  '^  But  the 
Syrians  fled  before  Israel ;  and  David  slew  of  the 
Syrians  seven  thousand  meji  ichich  fought  in  chariots, 
and  forty  thousand  footmen,  and  killed  Shophach  the 
captain  of  the  host.  '^  And  when  the  servants  of  Hada- 
rezer  saw  that  they  were  put  to  the  worse  before 
Israel,  they  made  peace  with  David,  and  became  his 
servants :  neither  would  the  Syrians  help  the  children 
of  Ammon  any  more. 

XX.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  *  after  the  ^^-tfllar!"'" 
year  was  expired,  at  the  time  that  kings  go  out  to 
battle^  Joab  led  forth  the  power  of  the  army,  and 
wasted  the  country  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and 
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came  and  besieged  Rabbah.  But  David  tarried  at 
Jerusalem.  And  Joab  smote  Eabbah,  and  destroyed 
it.  ^And  David  took  the  crown  of  their  king  from  off 
his  head,  and  found  it  *to  weigh  a  talent  of  seb.  ^/^  e.ei^A« 
gold,  and  there  were  precious  stones  in  it ;  and  it  was 
set  upon  David's  head :  and  he  brought  also  exceeding 
much  spoil  out  of  the  city.  ^  And  he  brought  out  the 
people  that  wei^e  in  it,  and  cut  them  with  saws,  and 
with  harrows  of  iron,  and  with  axes.  Even  so  dealt 
David  with  all  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Amnion. 
And  David  and  all  the  people  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

"^  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  there  *  arose 
war  at  *  Gezer  with  the  Phihstines;  at  ?,o;r"'"""or.S: 
which  time  Sibbechai  the  Hushathite  slew  *  Sippai,  that 
was  of  the  children  of  *  the  giant :  and  they  Si-;  Rapha. 
were  subdued. 

^  And  there  was  war  again  with  the  Philistines ;  and 
Elhanan  the  son  of  *Jair  slew  Lahmi  the  ov,  jaare-oregim. 
brother  of  Goliath  the  Gittite,  whose  spear  staff  was 
like  a  weaver's  beam. 

^And  yet  again  there  was  war  at  Gath,  where  was 
*a  man  of  great  stature,  whose  fingers  and  toes  ^fineasurT 
were  four  and  twenty,  six  on  each  hand^  and  six  on 
each  foot:  and  he  also  was  *the  son  of  the  f^^tiXv^Raphl 
giant.  ^  But  when  he  *  defied  Israel,  Jona-  ov.reproaciied. 
than  the  son  of  *  Shimea  David's  brother  or,  shammah. 
slew  him.  ^  These  were  born  unto  the  giant  in  Gath ; 
and  they  fell  by  the  hand  of  David,  and  by  the  hand 
of  his  servants. 

XXI.  And  Satan  stood  up  against  Israel,  and  pro- 
voked David  to  number  Israel.  ^And  David  said  to 
Joab  and  to  the  rulers  of  the  people,  Go,  number 
Israel  from  Beer-sheba  even  to  Dan;  and  bring  the 
number  of  them  to  me,  that  I  may  know  it.  ^And 
Joab  answered,  The  Lord  make  his  people  an  hundred 


1    CHRONICLES,    XXL  47 

times  so  many  more  as  they  he :  but,  my  lord  the  king, 
are  they  not  all  my  lord's  servants  ?  why  then  doth 
my  lord  require  this  thing?  why  will  he  be  a  cause 
of  trespass  to  Israel?  '^Nevertheless  the  king's  word 
prevailed  against  Joab.  Wherefore  Joab  departed,  and 
went  throughout  all  Israel,  and  came  to  Jerusalem. 
^  And  Joab  gave  the  sum  of  the  number  of  the  people 
unto  David.  And  all  they  of  Israel  were  a  thousand 
thousand  and  an  hundred  thousand  men  that  drew 
sword:  and  Judah  teas  four  hundred  threescore  and 
ten  thousand  men  that  drew  sword.  ^  But  Levi  and 
Benjamin  counted  he  not  among  them :  for  the  king's 
word  was  abominable  to  Joab. 

^*And  God  was  displeased  with  this  -R^h.  And  u  was  emi  in 

,.  -,  f,  1  -"-"I-  18*1^^^  ^y^^  °f  ^'^^  coneern- 

thmg ;  therefore  he  smote  Israel.     And  i>-g  this  mug. 
David  said  unto  God,  I  have  sinned  greatly,  because 
I  have  done  this  thing:  but  now,  I  beseech  thee,  do 
away  the  iniquity  of  thy  servant ;  for  I  have  done  very 
foolishly. 

^And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Gad,  David's  seer, 
saying,  '°  Go  and  tell  David,  saying.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  I  *oifer  thee  three  things:  choose  thee  ^^\uC^'^ 
one  of  them,  that  I  may  do  it  unto  thee.  "  So  Gad 
came  to  David,  and  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  *  Choose  thee  ''either  three  years'  famine;  ^to)Se^'^ 
or  three  months  to  be  destroyed  before  thy  foes,  while 
that  the  sword  of  thine  enemies  overtaketh  thee ;  or 
else  three  days  the  sword  of  the  Lord,  even  the  pesti- 
lence, in  the  land,  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  destroying 
throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Israel.  Now  therefore 
ad\dse  thyself  what  word  I  shall  bring  again  to  him 
that  sent  me.  '^And  David  said  unto  Gad,  I  am  in  a 
great  strait :  let  me  fall  now  into  the  hand  of  the 
Lord;  for  very  *  great  are  his  mercies:  but  let  ov,many. 
me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of  man. 
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^^  So  the  Lord  sent  pestilence  upon  Israel :  and 
there  fell  of  Israel  seventy  thousand  men.  '^  And  God 
sent  an  angel  unto  Jerusalem  to  destroy  it :  and  as  he 
was  destroying,  the  Lord  beheld,  and  he  repented  him 
of  the  evil,  and  said  to  the  angel  that  destroyed.  It  is 
enough,  stay  now  thine  hand.  And  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  stood  by  the  threshingfloor  of  *  Oman  or,  Araunah. 
the  Jebusite.  '^  And  David  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  stand  between  the  earth  and  the 
heaven,  having  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand  stretched 
out  over  Jerusalem.  Then  David  and  the  elders  of 
Isj^ael^  who  were  clothed  in  sackcloth,  fell  upon  their 
faces.  '^  And  David  said  unto  God,  Is  it  not  I  that 
commanded  the  people  to  be  numbered  ?  even  I  it  is 
that  have  sinned  and  done  evil  indeed  ;  but  as  for 
these  sheep,  what  have  they  done  ?  let  thine  hand, 
I  pray  thee,  0  Lord  my  God,  be  on  me,  and  on  my 
father's  house ;  but  not  on  thy  people,  that  they  should 
be  plagued. 

'^  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded  Gad  to 
say  to  David,  that  David  should  go  up,  and  set  up 
an  altar  unto  the  Lord  in  the  threshingfloor  of  Oman 
the  Jebusite.  '^  And  David  went  up  at  the  saying 
of  Gad,  which  he  spake  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
^°  *  And  Oman  turned  back,  and  saw  the  ^:;^rS:'Z  Xt 
angel;  and  his  four  sons  with  him  hid  Sr.^i^.S'SS:r 
themselves.  Now  Oman  was  threshing  wheat.  "  And 
as  David  came  to  Ornan,  Oman  looked  and  saw  David, 
and  went  out  of  the  threshingfloor,  and  bowed  himself 
to  David  with  his  face  to  the  ground.  "  Then  David 
said  to  Ornan,  *  Grant  me  the  place  of  this  Heb.  Give. 
threshingfloor,  that  I  may  build  an  altar  tnerein  unto 
the  Lord  :  thou  shalt  grant  it  me  for  the  full  price : 
that  the  plague  may  be  stayed  from  the  people.  *' And 
Ornan  said  unto  David,  Take  it  to  thee,  and  let  my 
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lord  the  king  do  that  which  is  good  in  his  eyes:  lo, 
I  give  thee  the  oxen  also  for  burnt  offerings,  and  the 
threshing  instruments  for  wood,  and  the  wheat  for 
the  meat  offering;  I  give  it  aU.  *'*And  king  David 
said  to  Oman,  Nay ;  but  I  will  verily  buy  it  for  the 
full  price :  for  I  will  not  take  that  which  is  thine  for 
the  Lord,  nor  offer  barnt  offerings  without  cost.  ''^So 
David  gave  to  Oman  for  the  place  six  hundred 
shekels  of  gold  by  weight.  '^And  David  built  there 
an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  and  offered  burnt  offerings 
and  peace  offerings,  and  called  upon  the  Lord;  and 
he  answered  him  from  heaven  by  fire  upon  the  altar 
of  burnt  offering.  '^And  the  Lord  commanded  the 
angel;  and  he  put  up  his  sword  again  into  the  sheath 
thereof. 

''^At  that  time  when  David  saw  that  the  Lord  had 
answered  him  in  the  threshingfloor  of  Oman  the  Jebu- 
site,  then  he  sacrificed  there.  ^^  For  the  tabernacle  of 
the  Lord,  which  Moses  made  in  the  wilderness,  and 
the  altar  of  the  burnt  offering,  were  at  that  season  in 
the  high  place  at  Gibeon.  ^°  But  David  could  not  go 
before  it  to  enquire  of  God :  for  he  was  afraid  because 
of  the  sword  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord.  XXII.  Then 
David  said.  This  is  the  house  of  the  Lord  God,  and 
this  is  the  altar  of  the  burnt  offering  for  IsraeL 

''And  David  commanded  to  gather  together  the 
strangers  that  were  in  the  land  of  Israel;  and  he  set 
masons  to  hew  wrought  stones  to  build  the  house  of 
God.  ^And  David  prepared  iron  in  abundance  for 
the  nails  for  the  doors  of  the  gates,  and  for  the  join- 
ings; and  brass  in  abundance  without  weight;  '^also 
cedar  trees  in  abundance :  for  the  Zidonians  and  they 
of  Tyre  brought  much  cedar  wood  to  David.  ^And 
David  said,  Solomon  my  son  is  young  and  tender,  and 
the  house  that  is  to  be  builded  for  the  Lord  must  he 

H.  5. 
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exceeding  magnifical,  of  fame  and  of  glory  through- 
out all  countries :  I  will  therefore  now  make  prepara- 
tion for  it.  So  David  prepared  abundantly  before  his 
death. 

^  Then  he  called  for  Solomon  his  son,  and  charged 
him  to  build  an  house  for  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 
'And  David  said  to  Solomon,  My  son,  as  for  me,  it 
was  in  my  mind  to  build  an  house  unto  the  name  of 
the  Lord  my  God :  ^  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  me,  saying.  Thou  hast  shed  blood  abundantly,  and 
hast  made  great  wars :  thou  shalt  not  build  an  house 
unto  my  name,  because  thou  hast  shed  much  blood 
upon  the  earth  in  my  sight.  ^  Behold,  a  son  shall 
be  born  to  thee,  who  shall  be  a  man  of  rest ;  and  I 
will  give  him  rest  from  all  his  enemies  round  about : 
for  his  name  shall  be  *  Solomon,  and  I  will  Thatis,:pe«ee«6Ze. 
give  peace  and  quietness  unto  Israel  in  his  days.  '°  He 
shall  build  an  house  for  my  name;  and  he  shall  be  my 
son,  and  I  will  be  his  father ;  and  I  will  establish  the 
throne  of  his  kingdom  over  Israel  for  ever.  "  Now, 
my  son,  the  Lord  be  with  thee;  and  prosper  thou, 
and  build  the  house  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  as  he  hath 
said  of  thee.  ''  Only  the  Lord  give  thee  wisdom  and 
understanding,  and  give  thee  charge  concerning  Israel, 
that  thou  mayest  keep  the  law  of  the  Lord  thy  God. 
'^  Then  shalt  thou  prosper,  if  thou  takest  heed  to  fulfil 
the  statutes  and  judgments  which  the  Lord  charged 
Moses  with  concerning  Israel :  be  strong,  and  of  good 
courage ;  dread  not,  nor  be  dismayed. 

'^Now,  behold,  *in  my  trouble  I  have  pre-  ^lovlrt^ 
pared  for  the  house  of  the  Lord  an  hundred  thousand 
talents  of  gold,  and  a  thousand  thousand  talents  of 
silver ;  and  of  brass  and  iron  without  weight ;  for  it  is 
in  abundance :  timber  also  and  stone  have  I  prepared ; 
and  thou  mayest  add  thereto.     '^  Moreover  tliere  are 
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workmen  with  thee  in  abundance,  *  hewers  and  workers 
of  stone  and  timber,  and  all  manner  of  cun-  InTe^rp"'. 
ning  men  for  every  manner  of  work.  '^  Of  the  gold, 
the  silver,  and  the  brass,  and  the  iron,  there  is  no 
number.  Arise  therefore^  and  be  doing,  and  the  Lord 
be  with  thee. 

'^  David  also  commanded  all  the  princes  of  Israel  to 
help  Solomon  his  son,  saying^  '^  Is  not  the  Lord  your 
God  with  you  ?  and  hath  he  not  given  you  rest  on 
every  side?  for  he  hath  given  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  into  mine  hand ;  and  the  land  is  subdued  before 
the  Lord,  and  before  his  people.  '^  Now  set  your 
heart  and  your  soul  to  seek  the  Lord  your  God: 
arise  therefore,  and  build  ye  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Lord  God,  to  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  holy  vessels  of  God,  into  the  house 
that  is  to  be  built  to  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

XXIII.  So  when  David  was  old  and  full  of  days, 
he  made  Solomon  his  son  king  over  Israel. 

'And  he  gathered  together  all  the  princes  of  Israel, 
with  the  priests  and  the  Levites.  ^  Now  the  Levites 
were  numbered  from  the  age  of  thirty  years  and  up- 
ward :  and  their  number  by  their  polls,  man  by  man, 
was  thirty  and  eight  thousand.  ^  Of  which  twenty 
and  four  thousand  were  *to  set  forward  the  or,  to  oversee. 
work  of  the  house  of  the  Lord;  and  six  thousand 
7vere  officers  and  judges:  ^moreover  four  thousand 
were  porters  ;  and  four  thousand  praised  the  Lord 
with  the  instruments  which  I  made,  said  David^  to 
praise  therewith, 

^  And  David  divided  them  into  *  courses  Heb.  divisions. 
among  the  sons  of  Levi,  namely^  Gershon,  Kohath, 
and  Merari. 

^  Of  the  Gershonites  icere  *Laadan  and  Shimei.  ov,Lihni. 
^The  sons  of  Laadan;  the  (zlii^i  was  Jehie],  and  Zetham, 
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and  Joel,  three.  ^  The  sons  of  Shimei ;  Shelomith,  and 
Haziel,  and  Haran,  three.  These  ivere  the  chief  of  the 
fathers  of  Laadan.  '°And  the  sons  of  Shimei  ivere 
Jahath,  *Zina,  and  Jeush,  and  Beriah.  These  ov,zizah. 
four  were  the  sons  of  Shimei.  "And  Jahath  was  the 
chief,  and  Zizah  the  second:  but  Jeush  and  Beriah 
*had  not  many  sons;  therefore  they  were  in  f,Mp%\ouL 
one  reckoning,  according  to  their  father's  house. 

'^  The  sons  of  Kohath ;  Amram,  Izhar,  Hebron,  and 
Uzziel,  four.  '^  The  sons  of  Amram ;  Aaron  and 
Moses  :  and  Aaron  was  separated,  that  he  should 
sanctify  the  most  holy  things,  he  and  his  sons  for 
ever,  to  burn  incense  before  the  Lord,  to  minister 
imto  him,  and  to  bless  in  his  name  for  ever.  '^  Now 
concerning  Moses  the  man  of  God,  his  sons  were  named 
of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  '^  The  sons  of  Moses  ivere  Ger- 
shom  and  Eliezer.  '^  Of  the  sons  of  Gershom  Shebuel 
was  the  chief.  '^And  the  sons  of  Eliezer  were  Reha- 
biah  *the  chief.  And  Eliezer  had  none  other  or,  the jtrst. 
sons;  but  the  sons  of  Rehabiah  *were  very  ^^tuu/^'ul!?!'^^ 
many.  '**  Of  the  sons  of  Izhar;  Shelomith  the  chief. 
'^  Of  the  sons  of  Hebron ;  Jeriah  the  first,  Amariah 
the  second,  Jahaziel  the  third,  and  Jekameam  the 
fourth.  '°  Of  the  sons  of  Uzziel;  Micah  the  first,  and 
Jesiah  the  second. 

"  The  sons  of  Merari;  Mahli,  and  Mushi.  The  sons 
of  Mahli;  Eleazar,  and  Kish.  "And  Eleazar  died,  and 
had  no  sons,  but  daughters :  and  their  *  brethren  ^""^l^"" 
the  sons  of  Kish  took  them.  *^  The  sons  of  Mushi ; 
Mahli,  and  Eder,  and  Jeremoth,  three. 

^^  These  ive^-'e  the  sons  of  Levi,  after  the  house  of 
their  fathers  ;  even  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  as  they 
were  counted  by  number  of  names  by  their  polls,  that 
did  the  work  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
from  the  age  of  twenty  years  and  upward.      "^For 
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David  said,  The  Lord  God  of  Israel  hath  given  rest 
unto  his  people,  *that  they  may  dwell  in  °'' j;:v<i'?,tfi-f  ^" 
Jerusalem  for  ever :  '^  and  also  unto  the  Levites;  they 
shall  no  more  carry  the  tabernacle,  nor  any  vessels  of 
it  for  the  service  thereof.  '^  For  by  the  last  words 
of  David  the  Levites  icere  *  numbered  from  ^eh.numiers. 
twenty  years  old  and  above :  ""^ because  *their  B.eh.i}ieir,faHmi 

/^  ,  •,  ,1  f>     K  n         y>'&s,  at  the  hand  of 

oince  teas  to  wait  on  the  sons  oi  Aaron  lor  the  sons  of  Aaron. 
the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in  the  courts, 
and  in  the  chambers,  and  in  the  purifying  of  all  holy 
things,  and  the  work  of  the  service  of  the  house  of 
God ;  '^  both  for  the  shewbread,  and  for  the  fine  flour 
for  meat  offering,  and  for  the  unleavened  cakes,  and 
for  that  which  is  baked  in  the  *pan,  and  for  ov,fatpiate. 
that  which  is  fried,  and  for  all  manner  of  measure  and 
size;  ^° and  to  stand  every  morning  to  thank  and  praise 
the  Lord,  and  likewise  at  even  ;  ^'  and  to  offer  all 
burnt  sacrifices  unto  the  Lord  in  the  sabbaths,  in  the 
new  moons,  and  on  the  set  feasts,  by  number,  according 
to  the  order  commanded  unto  them,  continually  before 
the  Lord  :  ^'  and  that  they  should  keep  the  charge  of 
the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  the  charge  of 
the  holy  j^lace^  and  the  charge  of  the  sons  of  Aaron 
their  brethren,  in  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

XXIY.  Now  these  are  the  divisions  of  tlie  sons  of 
Aaron.  The  sons  of  Aaron ;  Xadab,  and  Abihu,  Ele- 
azar,  and  Ithamar.  ^  But  Xadab  and  Abihu  died  before 
their  father,  and  had  no  children:  therefore  Eleazar 
and  Ithamar  executed  the  priest's  office.  ^And  David 
distributed  them,  both  Zadok  of  the  sons  of  Eleazar, 
and  Ahimelech  of  the  sons  of  Ithamar,  according  to 
their  offices  in  their  service. 

'^  And  there  were  more  chief  men  found  of  the  sons 
of  Eleazar  than  of  the  sons  of  Ithamar ;  and  tlius  were 
they  divided.     Among  the  sons  of  Eleazar  there  icere 
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sixteen  chief  men  of  the  house  of  their  fathers,  and 
eight  among  the  sons  of  Ithamar  according  to  the 
house  of  their  fathers.  ^  Thus  were  they  divided  by 
lot,  one  sort  with  another ;  for  the  governors  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  governors  of  the  house  of  God,  were  of 
the  sons  of  Eleazar,  and  of  the  sons  of  Ithamar. 

^And  Shemaiah  the  son  of  Nethaneel  the  scribe,  one 
of  the  Levites,  wrote  them  before  the  king,  and  the 
princes,  and  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Ahimelech  the  son 
of  Abiathar,  and  before  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  the 
priests  and  Levites;  one  *  principal  household  ^iefatherf 
being  taken  for  Eleazar,  and  one  taken  for  Ithamar. 

'  Now  the  first  lot  came  forth  to  Jehoiarib,  the 
second  to  Jedaiah,  ^  the  third  to  Harim,  the  fourth  to 
Seorim,  ^  the  fifth  to  Malchijah,  the  sixth  to  Mijamin, 
'°the  seventh  to  Hakkoz,  the  eighth  to  Abijah,  "the 
ninth  to  Jeshuah,  the  tenth  to  Shecaniah,  '"the  eleventh 
to  Eliashib,  the  twelfth  to  Jakim,  '^  the  thirteenth  to 
Huppah,  the  fourteenth  to  Jeshebeab,  'Hhe  fifteenth 
to  Bilgah,  the  sixteenth  to  Immer,  ''the  seventeenth 
to  Hezir,  the  eighteenth  to  Aphses,  '^the  nineteenth 
to  Pethahiah,  the  twentieth  to  Jehezekel,  'Uhe  one 
and  twentieth  to  Jachin,  the  two  and  twentieth  to 
Gamul,  '^  the  three  and  twentieth  to  Delaiah,  the  four 
and  twentieth  to  Maaziah. 

'^  These  were  the  orderings  of  them  in  their  service 
to  come  into  the  house  of  the  Loed,  according  to  their 
manner,  under  Aaron  their  father,  as  the  Loud  God  of 
Israel  had  commanded  him. 

''^And  the  rest  of  the  sons  of  Levi  were  these:  Of 
the  sons  of  Amram ;  Shubael:  of  tlie  sons  of  Shubael; 
Jehdeiah.  "  Concerning  Ilehabiah  :  of  the  sons  of 
Rehabiah,  the  ^rst  tvas  Isshiah.  "Of  the  Izharites; 
Shelomoth  :  of  the  sons  of  Shelomoth ;  Jahath.  '^Aud 
the  sons  of  Hebron;    Jeriah  the  first^    Amariah   the 
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second,  Jahaziel  the  third,  Jekameam  the  fourth. 
^*  Of  the  sons  of  Uzziel ;  Michah :  of  the  sons  of  ^li- 
chah ;  Shamir.  ^^  The  brother  of  Michah  ivas  Isshiah : 
of  the  sons  of  Isshiah ;  Zechariah.  '^  The  sons  of 
Merari  tvere  Mahli  and  Mushi ;  the  sons  of  Jaaziah ; 
Beno.  *^  The  sons  of  Merari  by  Jaaziah ;  Beno,  and 
Shoham,  and  Zaccur,  and  Ibri.  ^^  Of  Mahli  came 
Eleazar,  Avho  had  no  sons.  ^'^  Concerning  Kish :  the 
son  of  Kish  was  Jerahmeel.  ^^  The  sons  also  of  Mushi ; 
Mahli,  and  Eder,  and  Jerimoth.  These  tvere  the  sons 
of  the  Levites  after  the  house  of  their  fathers.  ^'  These 
likewise  cast  lots  over  against  their  brethren  the  sons 
of  Aaron  in  the  presence  of  David  the  king,  and 
Zadok,  and  Ahimelech,  and  the  chief  of  the  fathers 
of  the  priests  and  Levites,  even  the  principal  fathers 
over  against  their  younger  brethren. 

XX  v.  Moreover  David  and  the  captains  of  the  host 
separated  to  the  service  of  the  sons  of  Asaph,  and  of 
Heman,  and  of  Jeduthun,  who  should  prophesy  with 
harps,  with  psalteries,  and  with  cymbals  :  and  the 
number  of  the  workmen  according  to  their  service 
was :  *  Of  the  sons  of  Asaph;  Zaccur,  and  Joseph,  and 
Nethaniah,  and  Asarelah,  the  sons  of  Asaph  under  the 
hands  of  Asaph,  which  prophesied  *  accord-  ^^^ll'ting?'' 
ing  to  the  order  of  the  king.  ^  Of  Jeduthun :  the  sons 
of  Jeduthun;  Gedaliah,  and  *Zeri,  and  Jeshaiah,  OT,izri. 
Hashabiah,  and  Mattithiah,  six,  under  the  hands  of 
their  father  Jeduthun,  who  prophesied  with  a  harp,  to 
give  thanks,  and  to  praise  the  Lord.  '^  Of  Heman  :  the 
sons  of  Heman ;  Bukkiah,  Mattaniah,  *  Uzziel,  or,  Azareei. 
*Shebuel,  and  Jerimoth,  Hananiah,  Hanani,  or,  skuiaei. 
Eliathah,  Giddalti,  and  Romamti-ezer,  Joshbekashah, 
Mallothi,  Hothir,  and  Mahazioth :  ^  all  these  were  the 
sons  of  Heman  the  kin^r's  seer  in  the  *  words  or,  matierH. 
of  God,  to  lift  up  the  horn.    And  God  gave  to  Heman 
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fourteen  sons  and  three  daughters.  ^All  these  were 
under  the  hands  of  their  father  for  song  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  with  cymbals,  psalteries,  and  harps,  for 
the  service  of  the  house  of  God,  *  according  ^''^JZl^dlg!'^^ 
to  the  king's  order  to  Asaph,  Jeduthun,  and  Heinan. 
^  So  the  number  of  them,  with  their  brethren  that 
were  instructed  in  the  songs  of  the  Lord,  even  all 
that  were  cunning,  was  two  hundred  fourscore  and 
eight. 

^And  they  cast  lots,  ward  against  icard^  as  well  the 
small  as  the  great,  the  teacher  as  the  scholar.  ^  Now 
the  first  lot  came  forth  for  Asaph  to  Joseph :  the  se- 
cond to  Gedaliah,  who  with  his  brethren  and  sons  ^I'ere 
twelve:  '"the  third  to  Zaccur,  he^  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  were  twelve:  "the  fourth  to  Izri,  he^  his 
sons,  and  his  brethren,  were  twelve:  'Hhe  fifth  to 
Nethaniah,  he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  were  twelve: 
'^  the  sixth  to  Bukldah,  lie^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 
loere  twelve :  ^^  the  seventh  to  Jesharelah,  he^  his  sons, 
and  his  brethren,  were  twelve:  'Hhe  eighth  to  Je- 
shaiah,  he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  lA^ere  twelve: 
'^  the  ninth  to  Mattaniah,  he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 
icere  twelve :  '^  the  tenth  to  Shimei,  he^  his  sons,  and 
his  brethren,  were  twelve :  '^  the  eleventh  to  Azareel, 
he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  loere  twelve:  '^the 
twelfth  to  Hashabiah,  he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 
were  twelve :  ^°  the  thirteenth  to  Shubael,  he^  his  sons, 
and  his  brethren,  were  twelve  :  "'the  fourteenth  to 
Mattithiah,  lie^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  were  twelve : 
"the  fifteenth  to  Jeremoth,  he^  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  were  twelve:  '^the  sixteenth  to  Hananiah, 
he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  were  twelve  :  '^  the 
seventeenth  to  Joshbekashah,  he^  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  were  twelve :  ^^  the  eighteenth  to  Hanani,  lie^ 
his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  were  twelve:  'Hhe  nine- 
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teenth  to  ^lallothi,  he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  icere 
twelve :  '"  the  twentieth  to  Eliathah,  he^  his  sons,  and 
his  brethren,  were  twelve :  '^  the  one  and  twentieth  to 
Hothir,  A(?,  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  icere  twelve  : 
^^  the  two  and  twentieth  to  Giddalti,  he^  his  sons,  and 
his  brethren,  were  twelve :  ^°  the  three  and  twentieth 
to  Mahazioth,  he^  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  were 
twelve :  '"'  the  four  and  twentieth  to  Romamti-ezer,  he^ 
his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  were  twelve. 

XXYI.  Concerning  the  divisions  of  the  porters  ; 
Of  the  Korhites  icas  *  Mesheleniiah  the  son  or,  sheiemiah. 
of  Kore,  of  the  sons  of  *Asaph.  'And  the  sons  of  ^am^j^^' 
Meshelemiah  ivere  Zeehariah  the  firstborn,  Jediael  the 
second,  Zebadiah  the  third,  Jathniel  the  fourth,  ^  Elam 
the  fifth,  Jehohanan  the  sixth,  Elioenai  the  seventh. 
*  Moreover  the  sons  of  Obed-edom  icere^  Shemaiah  the 
firstborn,  Jehozabad  the  second,  Joah  the  third,  and 
Sacar  the  fourth,  and  Xethaneel  the  fifth,  ^Ammiel 
the  sixth,  Issachar  the  seventh,  Peulthai  the  eighth: 
for  God  blessed  him.  ^Also  unto  Shemaiah  his  son 
were  sons  born,  that  ruled  throughout  the  house  of 
their  father  :  for  they  were  mighty  men  of  valour. 
'  The  sons  of  Shemaiah  ;  Othni,  and  Rephael,  and 
Obed,  Elzabad,  whose  brethren  luere  strong  men, 
Elihu,  and  Semachiah.  ^  All  these  of  the  sons  of  Obed- 
edom:  they  and  their  sons  and  their  brethren,  able 
men  for  strength  for  the  service,  we?'e  threescore  and 
two  of  Obed-edom.  ^And  Meshelemiah  had  sons  and 
brethren,  strong  men,  eighteen.  '°Also  Hosah,  of  the 
children  of  Merari,  had  sons  ;  Simri  the  chief,  (for 
though  he  was  not  the  firstborn,  yet  his  father  made 
him  the  chief;)  "  Hilkiah  the  second,  Tebaliah  the 
third,  Zeehariah  the  fourth :  all  the  sons  and  brethren 
of  Hosah  icere  thirteen. 

'"Among  these  wej^e  the  divisions  of  the  porters, 
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even  among  the  chief  men,  having  wards  one  against 
another,  to  minister  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  '^  And 
they  cast  lots,  *as  well  the  small  as  the  ^'' Zfor\h7j>lir''^^ 
great,  according  to  the  house  of  their  fathers,  for 
every  gate.  '"^And  the  lot  eastward  fell  to  Shelemiah. 
Then  for  Zechariah  his  son,  a  wise  counseller,  they 
cast  lots ;  and  his  lot  came  out  northward.  '^  To 
Obed-edom  southward;  and  to  his  sons  the  house  of 
*Asuppim.  '^  To  Shuppim  and  Hosah  the  B.eh.  gatherings. 
lot  came  forth  westward,  with  the  gate  Shallecheth, 
by  the  causeway  of  the  going  up,  ward  against  ward. 
'^  Eastward  were  six  Levites,  northward  four  a  day, 
southward  four  a  day,  and  toward  Asuppim  two  and 
two.  '^At  Parbar  westward,  four  at  the  causeway, 
and  two  at  Parbar.  '^  These  are  the  divisions  of  the 
porters  among  the  sons  of  Kore,  and  among  the  sons 
of  Merari. 

'°And  of  the  Levites,  Ahijah  was  over  the  treasures 
of  the  house  of  God,  and  over  the  treasures  of  the 
*  dedicated  things.  ^'  As  concerning  the  sons  of  ^ain^f/ 
*Laadan ;  the  sons  of  the  Gershonite  Laadan,  chief  ubni. 
fathers,  even  of  Laadan  the  Gershonite,  were  Jehieli. 
"  The  sons  of  Jehieli ;  Zetham,  and  Joel  his  brother, 
which  were  over  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
^^  Of  the  Amramites,  and  the  Izharites,  the  Hebronites, 
and  the  Uzzielites :  ^^  and  Shebuel  the  son  of  Gershom, 
the  son  of  Moses,  was  ruler  of  the  treasures.  '^And 
his  brethren  by  Eliezer ;  Rehabiah  his  son,  and 
Jeshaiah  his  son,  and  Joram  his  son,  and  Zichri  his 
son,  and  Shelomith  his  son.  ''MYhich  Shelomith  and 
his  l^rethren  were  over  all  the  treasures  of  the  dedi- 
cated things  which  David  the  king,  and  the  chief 
fathers,  the  captains  over  thousands  and  hundreds, 
and  the  captains  of  the  host,  had  dedicated.  ^^  *Out  of 
the  spoils  won  in  battles  did  they  dedicate  fauiel^atdtpouL 
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to  maintain  the  house  of  the  Lord.  ''^And  all  that 
Samuel  the  seer,  and  Saul  the  son  of  Kish,  and  Abner 
the  son  of  Ner,  and  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  had 
dedicated ;  and  whosoever  had  dedicated  any  thing^ 
it  teas  under  the  hand  of  Shelomith,  and  of  his 
brethren. 

'^  Of  the  Izharites,  Chenaniah  and  his  sons  loere  for 
the  outward  business  over  Israel,  for  officers  and 
judges.  ^''And  of  the  Hebronites,  Hashabiah  and  his 
brethren,  men  of  valour,  a  thousand  and  seven  hun- 
dred, were  *  officers  among  them  of  Israel  on  ^^eL^^T/^^ 
this  side  Jordan  westward  in  all  the  business  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  ser\dce  of  the  king.  ^' Among  the 
Hebronites  was  Jerijah  the  chief,  even  among  the 
Hebronites,  according  to  the  generations  of  his  fathers. 
In  the  fortieth  year  of  the  reign  of  David  they  were 
sought  for,  and  there  were  found  among  them  mighty 
men  of  valour  at  Jazer  of  Gilead.  ^'And  his  brethren, 
men  of  valour,  icere  two  thousand  and  seven  hundred 
chief  fathers,  whom  king  David  made  rulei^s  over  the 
Reubenites,  the  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
for  every  matter  pertaining  to  God,  and  *affiiirs  ^eh.tung. 
of  the  king. 

XXYIL  Xow  the  children  of  Israel  after  their 
number,  to  ivit^  the  chief  fathers  and  captains  of  thou- 
sands and  hundreds,  and  their  officers  that  served  the 
king  in  any  matter  of  the  courses,  which  came  in  and 
went  out  month  by  month  throughout  all  the  months 
of  the  year,  of  every  course  ivei^e  twenty  and  four 
thousand. 

'  Over  the  first  course  for  the  first  month  icas 
Jashobeam  the  son  of  Zabdiel :  and  in  his  course  ivere 
twenty  and  four  thousand.  ^  Of  the  children  of  Perez 
was  the  chief  of  all  the  captains  of  the  host  for  the  first 
month.     '^And  over  the  course  of  the  second  month 
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ivas  *  Doclai  an  Ahohite,  and  of  his  course  was  or,  boJo. 
Mikloth  also  the  ruler  :  in  his  course  likewise  were 
twenty  and  four  thousand.  ^  The  third  captain  of  the 
host  for  the  third  month  ivas  Benaiah  the  son  of 
Jehoiada,  a  *  chief  priest :  and  in  his  course  ^''' officer. ^"^ 
ivere  twenty  and  four  thousand.  ^  This  is  that  Benaiah, 
lulio  was  mighty  among  the  thirty,  and  above  the 
thirty  :  and  in  his  course  loas  Ammizabad  his  son. 
^  The  fourth  captain  for  the  fourth  month  was  Asahel 
the  brother  of  Joab,  and  Zebadiah  his  son  after  him : 
and  in  his  course  ivere  twenty  and  four  thousand. 
^  The  fifth  captain  for  the  fifth  month  ivas  Shamhuth 
the  Izrahite ;  and  in  his  course  icere  twenty  and  four 
thousand.  ^  The  sixth  captain  for  the  sixth  month 
ivas  Ira  the  son  of  Ikkesh  the  Tekoite  :  and  in  his 
course  ivere  twenty  and  four  thousand.  '°  The  seventh 
captain  for  the  seventh  month  was  Helez  the  Pelonite, 
of  the  children  of  Ephraim  :  and  in  his  course  ivere 
twenty  and  four  thousand.  "  The  eighth  captain  for 
the  eighth  month  was  Sibbecai  the  Hushathite,  of  the 
Zarhites  :  and  in  his  course  were  twenty  and  four 
thousand.  ''  The  ninth  captain  for  the  ninth  month 
ivas  Abiezer  the  Anetothite,  of  the  Benjamites  :  and 
in  his  course  were  twenty  and  four  thousand.  '^  The 
tenth  captain  for  the  tenth  month  was  Maharai  the 
Netophathite,  of  the  Zarhites :  and  in  his  course  were 
twenty  and  four  thousand.  '^  The  eleventh  captain 
for  the  eleventh  month  was  Benaiah  the  Pirathonite, 
of  the  children  of  Ephraim  :  and  in  his  course  were 
twenty  and  four  thousand.  '^  The  twelfth  captain  for 
the  twelfth  month  was  *  Heldai  the  Netopha-  or.  neied. 
thite,  of  Othniel :  and  in  his  course  were  twenty  and 
four  thousand. 

'^  Furthermore  over  the  tribes  of  Israel :  the  ruler 
of  the  Reubenites  was  Eliezer  the  son  of  Zichri :  of 
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tlie  Simeonites,  Shepliatiah  the  son  of  Maachah :  '^  of 
the  Levites,  Hashabiah  the  son  of  Kemuel :  of  the 
Aaronites,  Zadok  :  '^  of  Judah,  Elihu,  one  of  the 
brethren  of  David  :  of  Issachar,  Orari  the  son  of 
Michael :  '^  of  Zebulun,  Ishmaiah  the  son  of  Obadiah : 
of  Naphtali,  Jerimoth  the  son  of  Azriel  :  '°  of  the 
children  of  Ephraim,  Hoshea  the  son  of  Azaziah :  of 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  Joel  the  son  of  Pedaiah : 
"  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  in  Gilead,  Iddo  the  son 
of  Zechariah :  of  Benjamin,  Jaasiel  the  son  of  Abner : 
"of  Dan,  Azareel  the  son  of  Jeroham.  These  ivei^e 
the  princes  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

'^  But  David  took  not  the  number  of  them  from 
twenty  years  old  and  under:  because  the  Lord  had 
said  he  Avould  increase  Israel  like  to  the  stars  of  the 
heavens.  '^  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  began  to  number, 
but  he  finished  not,  because  there  fell  wrath  for  it 
against  Israel;  neither  *  was  the  number  put  ^eh.  ascended. 
in  the  account  of  the  chronicles  of  kino^  David. 

*^And  over  the  king's  treasures  was  Azmaveth  the 
son  of  Adiel :  and  over  the  storehouses  in  the  fields, 
in  the  cities,  and  in  the  villages,  and  in  the  castles,  ims 
Jehonathan  the  son  of  L^zziah :  '^  and  over  them  that 
did  the  work  of  the  field  for  tillage  of  the  ground  was 
Ezri  the  son  of  Chelub :  '^  and  over  the  vineyards  tvas 
Shimei  the  Kamathite :  *over  the  increase  ^ts77L^^teyt-dt 
of  the  vineyards  for  the  wine  cellars  was  Zabdi  the 
Shiphmite :  '^and  over  the  olive  trees  and  the  sycomore 
trees  that  icere  in  the  low  plains  ivas  Baal-hanan  the 
Gederite :  and  over  the  cellars  of  oil  was  Joash :  '^  and 
over  the  herds  that  fed  in  Sharon  tvas  Shitrai  the 
Sharonite :  and  over  the  herds  that  were  in  the  valleys 
was  Shaphat  the  son  of  Adlai :  ^°  over  the  camels  also 
was  Obil  the  Ishmaelite  :  and  over  the  asses  ivas 
Jehdeiah  the  Meronothite :  ^'  and  over  the  flocks  ivas 
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Jaziz  the  Hagerite.     All  these  were  the  rulers  of  the 
substance  which  was  khig  David's. 

^'Also  Jonathan  David's  uncle  was  a  counseller,  a 
wise  man,  and  a  *  scribe  :  and  Jehiel  the  *  son  S;  St'Zi^e. 
of  Hachinoni  was  with  the  king's  sons:  "and  Ahitho- 
phel  was  the  king's  counseller :  and  Hushai  the  Archite 
was  the  king's  companion  :  ^^and  after  Ahithophel  was 
Jehoiada  the  son  of  Benaiah,  and  Abiathar:  and  the 
general  of  the  king's  army  was  Joab. 

XXVIIL  And  David  assembled  all  the  princes  of 
Israel,  the  princes  of  the  tribes,  and  the  captains  of  the 
companies  that  ministered  to  the  king  by  course,  and 
the  captains  over  the  thousands,  and  captains  over  the 
hundreds,  and  the  stewards  over  all  the  substance  and 
*  possession  of  the  king,  *and  of  his  sons,  or! 
with  the  *  officers,  and  with  the  mighty  men,  or, 
and  with  all  the  valiant  men,  unto  Jerusalem. 

'  Then  David  the  king  stood  up  upon  his  feet,  and 
said,  Llear  me,  my  brethren,  and  my  people :  As  for 
me^  I  had  in  mine  heart  to  build  an  house  of  rest  for  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  footstool 
of  our  God,  and  had  made  ready  for  the  building  : 
^  but  God  said  unto  me.  Thou  shalt  not  build  an  house 
for  my  name,  because  thou  hast  been  a  man  of  war, 
and  hast  shed  *  blood.  '^  Howbeit  the  Lord  Heb.  uoods. 
God  of  Israel  chose  me  before  all  the  house  of  my 
father  to  be  king  over  Israel  for  ever:  for  he  hath 
chosen  Judah  to  he  the  ruler ;  and  of  the  house  of 
Judah,  the  house  of  my  father;  and  among  the  sons 
of  my  father  he  liked  me  to  make  me  king  over  all 
Israel :  ^  and  of  all  my  sons,  (for  the  Lord  hath  given 
me  many  sons,)  he  hath  chosen  Solomon  my  son  to 
sit  upon  the  throne  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  over 
Israel.  ^And  he  said  unto  me,  Solomon  thy  son 
he  shall  build  my  house  and  my  courts:  for  I  have 
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chosen  him  to  he  my  son,  and  I  will  be  his  father. 
^  Moreover  I  will  establish  his  kingdom  for  ever,  if  he 
be  *  constant  to  do  my  commandments  and  my  Heb.  strong. 
judgments,  as  at  this  day.  ^  Now  therefore  in  the 
sight  of  all  Israel  the  congregation  of  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  audience  of  our  God,  keep  and  seek  for  all  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  your  God :  that  ye  may 
possess  this  good  land,  and  leave  it  for  an  inheritance 
for  your  children  after  you  for  ever. 

^And  thou,  Solomon  my  son,  know  thou  the  God 
of  thy  father,  and  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart 
and  with  a  willing  mind :  for  the  Lord  searcheth  all 
hearts,  and  understandeth  all  the  imaginations  of  the 
thoughts:  if  thou  seek  him,  he  will  be  found  of  thee; 
but  if  thou  forsake  him,  he  will  cast  thee  off  for  ever. 
'^Take  heed  now;  for  the  Lord  hath  chosen  thee  to 
build  an  house  for  the  sanctuary :  be  strong,  and  do  it, 

"  Then  David  gave  to  Solomon  his  son  the  pattern 
of  the  porch,  and  of  the  houses  thereof,  and  of  the 
treasuries  thereof,  and  of  the  upper  chambers  thereof, 
and  of  the  inner  parlours  thereof,  and  of  the  place  of 
the  mercy  seat,  "and  the  pattern  *of  all  that  ^JiS'S?^ 
he  had  by  the  spirit,  of  the  courts  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  of  all  the  chambers  round  about,  of  the  trea- 
suries of  the  house  of  God,  and  of  the  treasuries  of  the 
dedicated  things :  '^  also  for  the  courses  of  the  priests 
and  the  Levites,  and  for  all  the  work  of  the  service  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  all  the  vessels  of  service 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  '^He  gave  of  gold  by  weight 
for  things  of  gold,  for  all  instruments  of  all  manner 
of  service ;  silver  also  for  all  instruments  of  silver  by 
weight,  for  all  instruments  of  every  kind  of  service : 
'^even  the  weight  for  the  candlesticks  of  gold,  and  for 
their  lamps  of  gold,  by  weight  for  every  candlestick, 
and  for  the  lamps  thereof;   and  for  the  candlesticks 
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of  silver  by  weight,  both  for  the  candlestick,  and  also 
for  the  lamps  thereof,  according  to  the  use  of  every 
candlestick.  '^  And  by  weight  he  gave  gold  for  the 
tables  of  shewbread,  for  every  table ;  and  likewise 
silver  for  the  tables  of  silver:  '^ also  pure  gold  for  the 
fleshhooks,  and  the  boAvls,  and  the  cups  :  and  for  the 
golden  basons  he  gave  gold  by  weight  for  every  bason ; 
and  likewise  silver  by  weight  for  every  bason  of  silver : 
'^and  for  the  altar  of  incense  refined  gold  by  weight; 
and  gold  for  the  pattern  of  the  chariot  of  the  cheru- 
bims,  that  spread  out  their  wings^  and  covered  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord.  '^  All  this^  said  David^ 
the  Lord  made  me  understand  in  writing  by  his  hand 
upon  me,  even  all  the  works  of  this  pattern. 

^°  And  David  said  to  Solomon  his  son,  Be  strong 
and  of  good  courage,  and  do  it:  fear  not,  nor  be  dis- 
mayed :  for  the  Lord  God,  even  my  God,  will  be  with 
thee;  he  will  not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake  thee,  until  thou 
hast  finished  all  the  work  for  the  service  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord.  ''  And,  behold,  the  courses  of  the  priests 
and  the  Levites,  even  they  shall  be  ivith  thee  for  all  the 
service  of  the  house  of  God :  and  there  shall  be  with 
thee  for  all  manner  of  workmanship  every  willing 
skilful  man,  for  any  manner  of  service  :  also  the 
princes  and  all  the  people  will  be  wholly  at  thy  com- 
mandment. 

XXIX.  Furthermore  David  the  king  said  unto  all 
the  congregation,  Solomon  my  son,  whom  alone  God 
hath  chosen,  is  yet  young  and  tender,  and  the  work 
is  great  :  for  the  palace  is  not  for  man,  but  for  the 
Lord  God.  ''Now  I  have  prepared  with  all  my  might 
for  the  house  of  my  God  the  gold  for  things  to  be 
made  of  gold,  and  the  silver  for  things  of  silver,  and 
the  brass  for  things  of  brass,  the  iron  for  things  of 
iron,  and  wood  for  tilings  of  wood ;   onyx  stones,  and 
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stones  to  be  set,  glistering  stones,  and  of  divers  colours, 
and  all  manner  of  precious  stones,  and  marble  stones 
in  abundance.  ^  Moreover,  because  I  have  set  my 
affection  to  the  house  of  my  God,  I  have  of  mine  own 
proper  good,  of  gold  and  silver,  which  I  have  given 
to  the  house  of  my  God,  over  and  above  all  that  I 
have  prepared  for  the  holy  house,  ^even  three  thousand 
talents  of  gold,  of  the  gold  of  Ophir,  and  seven  thou- 
sand talents  of  refined  silver,  to  overlay  the  walls  of 
the  houses  withal:  'the  gold  for  things  of  gold,  and 
the  silver  for  things  of  silver,  and  for  all  manner  of 
work  to  he  made  by  the  hands  of  artificers.  And  who 
then  is  willing  *to  consecrate  his  service  this  ^huhanf!' 
day  unto  the  Lord? 

^  Then  the  chief  of  the  fathers  and  princes  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  captains  of  thousands  and  of 
hundreds,  with  the  rulers  of  the  king's  work,  offered 
willingly,  ^  and  gave  for  the  service  of  the  house  of 
God  of  gold  fi\Q  thousand  talents  and  ten  thousand 
drams,  and  of  silver  ten  thousand  talents,  and  of  brass 
eighteen  thousand  talents,  and  one  hundred  thousand 
talents  of  iron.  ^And  they  with  whom  precious  stones 
were  found  gave  them  to  the  treasure  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  by  the  hand  of  Jehiel  the  Gershonite. 
^  Then  the  people  rejoiced,  for  that  they  offered  wil- 
lingly, because  with  perfect  heart  they  offered  wil- 
lingly to  the  Lord  :  and  David  the  king  also  rejoiced 
with  great  joy. 

'°  Wherefore  David  blessed  the  Lord  before  all  the 
congregation :  and  David  said.  Blessed  he  thou.  Lord 
God  of  Israel  our  father,  for  ever  and  ever.  ''  Thine, 
0  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
and  the  victory,  and  the  majesty :  for  all  that  is  in  the 
heaven  and  in  the  earth  is  thine ;  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
0  Lord,   and  thou  art  exalted  as  head  above  all. 

H.  6. 


66  ICHEONICLES,    XXIX. 

''  Both   riches   and  honour   coine  of  thee,   and   thou 
reign  est  over  all ;    and   in  thine  hand  is  power  and 
might ;  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to 
give  strength  unto  all.    '^  Now  therefore,  our  God,  we 
thank  thee,  and  praise  thy  glorious  name.     '*  But  who 
am  I,  and  what  is  my  people,  that  we  should  *be  able 
to  offer  so  willingly  after  this  sort  ?   for  all  ^otLi7ltrl\]gZ'. 
things  come  of  thee,  and  *of  thine  own  have  ^^\a{d!''''' 
we  given  thee.     '^  For  we  are  strangers  before  thee, 
and  sojourners,  as  ivere  all  our  fathers :  our  days  on  the 
earth  ai^e  as  a  shadow,  and  there  is  none  *abid-  ^ectatiZ. 
ing.     '^  0  Lord  our  God,  all  this  store  that  we  have 
prepared  to  build  thee  an  house  for  thine  holy  name 
Cometh  of  thine  hand,  and  is  all  thine  own.     '^  I  know 
also,  my  God,  that  thou  triest  the  heart,  and  hast  plea- 
sure in  uprightness.     As  for  me,  in  the  uprightness  of 
mine  heart  I  have  willingly  offered  all  these  things : 
and  now  have  I  seen  with  joy  thy  people,  which  are 
*  present  here,  to  offer  willingly  unto  thee.    '^0  Reh.  found. 
Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  our  fathers, 
keep  this  for  ever  in  the  imagination  of  the  thoughts 
of  the  heart  of  thy  people,  and  *  prepare  their  or,  stauuh. 
heart  unto  thee :  '^  and  give  unto  Solomon  my  son  a 
perfect  heart,  to  keep  thy  commandments,  thy  testi- 
monies, and  thy  statutes,  and  to  do  all  these  things^ 
and  to  build  the  palace,  for  the  which  I  have  made 
provision. 

'°And  David  said  to  all  the  congregation.  Now  bless 
the  Lord  your  God.  And  all  the  congregation  blessed 
the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  and  bowed  down  their 
heads,  and  worshipped  the  Lord,  and  the  king.  ''And 
they  sacrificed  sacrifices  unto  the  Lord,  and  offered 
burnt  offerhigs  unto  the  Lord,  on  the  morrow  after 
that  day,  even  a  thousand  bullocks,  a  thousand  rams, 
and  a  thousand  lambs,  with  their  drink  offerings,  and 
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sacrifices  in  abundance  for  all  Israel :  "  and  did  eat 
and  drink  before  the  Lord  on  that  day  with  great 
gladness. 

And  they  made  Solomon  the  son  of  David  king  the 
second  time,  and  anointed  him  unto  the  Lord  to  he 
the  chief  governor,  and  Zadok  to  he  priest.  '^  Then 
Solomon  sat  on  the  throne  of  the  Lord  as  king  instead 
of  David  his  father,  and  prospered  ;  and  all  Israel 
obeyed  him.  ^"^And  all  the  princes,  and  the  mighty 
men,  and  all  the  sons  likewise  of  king  David,  *  sub- 
mitted themselves  unto  Solomon  the  king.  ^tiZofomtn!^ 
^^And  the  Lord  magnified  Solomon  exceedingly  in 
the  sight  of  all  Israel,  and  bestowed  upon  him  such 
royal  majesty  as  had  not  been  on  any  king  before  him 
in  Israel. 

'^  Thus  David  the  son  of  Jesse  reigned  over  all  Israel. 
'^And  the  time  that  he  reigned  over  Israel  was  forty 
years;  seven  years  reigned  he  in  Hebron,  and  thirty 
and  three  years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem.  ^^And  he 
died  in  a  good  old  age,  full  of  days,  riches,  and  honour : 
and  Solomon  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

^^  Xow  the  acts  of  David  the  king,  first  and  last, 
behold,  they  are  written  in  the  *book  of  Samuel  SebftoS 
the  seer,  and  in  the  book  of  Xathan  the  prophet,  and 
in  the  book  of  Gad  the  seer,  ^°with  all  his  reign  and 
his  might,  and  the  times  that  went  over  him,  and  over 
Israel,  and  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries. 
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I.  And  Solomon  the  son  of  David  was  strengthened 
in  his  kingdom,  and  the  Lord  his  God  was  with  him, 
and  magnified  him  exceedingly.  '  Then  Solomon  spake 
unto  all  Israel,  to  the  captains  of  thousands  and  of 
hundreds,  and  to  the  judges,  and  to  every  governor  in 
all  Israel,  the  chief  of  the  fathers.  '  So  Solomon,  and 
all  the  congregation  with  him,  went  to  the  high  place 
that  was  at  Gibeon  ;  for  there  was  the  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation  of  God,  which  Moses  the  servant  of 
the  Lord  had  made  in  the  wilderness.  "^  But  the  ark 
of  God  had  David  brought  up  from  Kirjath-jearim  to 
the  place  which  David  had  prepared  for  it :  for  he  had 
pitched  a  tent  for  it  at  Jerusalem.  '"  Moreover  the 
brasen  altar,  that  Bezaleel  the  son  of  Uri,  the  son  of 
Hur,  had  made,  *  he  put  before  the  tabernacle  or,  was  there. 
of  the  Lord  :  and  Solomon  and  the  congregation  sought 
unto  it.  ^And  Solomon  went  up  thither  to  the  brasen 
altar  before  the  Lord,  which  was  at  the  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation,  and  offered  a  thousand  burnt  offer- 
ings upon  it. 

^  In  that  night  did  God  appear  unto  Solomon,  and 
said  unto  him.  Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee.  ^And  Solo- 
mon said  unto  God,  Thou  hast  shewed  great  mercy 
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unto  David  my  father,  and  hast  made  me  to  reign  in 
his  stead.  ^  Now,  0  Lord  God,  let  thy  promise  unto 
David  my  father  be  estabhshed:  for  thou  hast  made 
me  king  over  a  people  *like  the  dust  of  the  ^tiTttTanl 
earth  in  multitude.  '°  Give  me  now  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge, that  I  may  go  out  and  come  in  before  this  people : 
for  who  can  judge  this  thy  people,  that  is  so  great? 

"And  God  said  to  Solomon,  Because  this  was  in 
thine  heart,  and  thou  hast  not  asked  riches,  wealth,  or 
honour,  nor  the  life  of  thine  enemies,  neither  yet  hast 
asked  long  life ;  but  hast  asked  wisdom  and  knowledge 
for  thyself,  that  thou  may  est  judge  my  people,  over 
whom  I  have  made  thee  king :  '^wisdom  and  knowledge 
is  granted  unto  thee ;  and  I  will  give  thee  riches,  and 
wealth,  and  honour,  such  as  none  of  the  kings  have 
had  that  have  hee^i  before  thee,  neither  shall  there  any 
after  thee  have  the  like. 

'"  Then  Solomon  came  from  his  journey  to  the  high 
place  that  was  at  Gibeon  to  Jerusalem,  from  before  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  reigned  over  Israel. 

'"^And  Solomon  gathered  chariots  and  horsemen :  and 
he  had  a  thousand  and  four  hundred  chariots,  and 
twelve  thousand  horsemen,  which  he  placed  in  the 
chariot  cities,  and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem. 

'"And  the  king  *made  silver  and  gold  at  ^eh.gme. 
Jerusalem  as  plenteous  as  stones,  and  cedar  trees  made 
he  as  the  sycomore  trees  that  are  in  the  vale  for 
abundance.     '^And  *  Solomon  had  horses  B.eh.  the  going  forth 

^  ,  PT^  IT  ^f  '^'^  horses   which 

brought  out  oi  Lgypt,  and  Imen  yarn :  was  soiomons. 
the  king's  merchants  received  the  linen  yarn  at  a 
price.  '^And  they  fetched  up,  and  brought  forth  out 
of  Egypt  a  chariot  for  six  hundred  shekels  of  silver, 
and  an  horse  for  an  hundred  and  fifty :  and  so  brought 
they  out  horses  for  all  the  kings  of  the  Hittites,  and 
for  the  kings  of  Syria,  *by  their  means.  ^"\and!"''" 
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II.  And  Solomon  determined  to  build  an  house  for 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  an  house  for  his  kingdom. 
'And  Solomon  told  .out  threescore  and  ten  thousand 
men  to  bear  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand  to  hew 
in  the  mountain,  and  three  thousand  and  six  hundred 
to  oversee  them. 

^And  Solomon  sent  to  *LIuram  the  king  of  or,  mram. 
Tyre,  saying.  As  thou  didst  deal  with  David  my 
father,  and  didst  send  him  cedars  to  build  him  an 
house  to  dwell  therein,  even  so  deal  with  me.  ""  Behold, 
I  build  an  house  to  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God, 
to  dedicate  it  to  him,  and  to  burn  before  him  *  sweet 
incense,  and  for  the  continual  shewbread,  and  ^^^'s^ce^ 
for  the  burnt  offerings  morning  and  evening,  on  the 
sabbaths,  and  on  the  new  moons,  and  on  the  solemn 
feasts  of  the  Lord  our  God.  This  is  an  ordinance 
for  ever  to  Israel.  ^And  the  house  which  I  build 
is  great :  for  great  is  our  God  above  all  gods.  ^  But 
who  *is  able  to  build  him  an  house,  ^^''^'rUlt^'C' 
seeinc^  the  heaven  and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  con- 
tain  him?  who  am  I  then,  that  I  should  build  him  an 
house,  save  only  to  burn  sacrifice  before  him?  ^  Send 
me  now  therefore  a  man  cunning  to  work  in  gold,  and 
in  silver,  and  in  brass,  and  in  iron,  and  in  purple,  and 
crimson,  and  blue,  and  that  can  skill  *to  ^^^;avings!' 
grave  with  the  cunning  men  that  are  with  me  in 
Judah  and  in  Jerusalem,  whom  David  my  father  did 
provide.  ^  Send  me  also  cedar  trees,  fir  trees,  and 
*alo:um  trees,  out  of  Lebanon:  for  1  know  or, aimuggim. 
that  thy  servants  can  skill  to  cut  timber  in  Lebanon ; 
and,  behold,  my  servants  shall  be  with  thy  servants, 
^  even  to  prepare  me  timber  in  abundance :  for  the 
house  which  I  am  about  to  build  shall  be  *  wonderful 
great.  '^And,  behold,  I  will  give  to  thy  ^t£>r' 
servants,  the  hewers  that  cut  timber,  twenty  thousand 
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measures  of  beaten  wheat,  and  twenty  thousand  mea- 
sures of  barley,  and  twenty  thousand  baths  of  wine, 
and  twenty  thousand  baths  of  oil. 

"  Then  Huram  the  king  of  Tyre  answered  in  writing, 
which  he  sent  to  Solomon,  Because  the  Lord  hath 
loved  his  people,  he  hath  made  thee  king  over  them. 
''  Huram  said  moreover,  Blessed  he  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  that  made  heaven  and  earth,  who  hath  given 
to  David  the  king  a  wise  son,  *  endued  ^tJpZSt:r 
mth  prudence  and  understanding,  that  might  build 
an  house  for  the  Lord,  and  an  house  for  his  kingdom. 
'"And  now  I  have  sent  a  cunning  man,  endued  with 
understanding,  of  Huram  my  father's,  'Hhe  son  of 
a  woman  of  the  daughters  of  Dan,  and  his  father  teas 
a  man  of  Tyre,  skilful  to  work  in  gold,  and  in  silver, 
in  brass,  in  iron,  in  stone,  and  in  timber,  in  purple,  in 
blue,  and  in  fine  linen,  and  in  crimson ;  also  to  grave 
any  manner  of  graving,  and  to  find  out  every  device 
which  shall  be  put  to  him,  with  thy  cunning  men, 
and  with  the  cunning  men  of  my  lord  David  thy 
father.  ''  Now  therefore  the  wheat,  and  the  barley, 
the  oil,  and  the  wine,  which  my  lord  hath  spoken  of, 
let  him  send  unto  his  servants:  '^and  we  will  cut 
wood  out  of  Lebanon,  *as  much  as  thou  shalt  ^f'authyTeel 
need :  and  we  will  bring  it  to  thee  in  flotes  by  sea  to 
*Joppa;  and  thou  shalt  carry  it  up  to  Jerusalem,     j^^^^. 

''And  Solomon  numbered  all  *the  strangers  fht^travgeZ 
that  wei-'e  in  the  land  of  Israel,  after  the  numbering 
wherewith  David  his  father  had  numbered  them ;  and 
they  were  found  an  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  and 
three  thousand  and  six  hundred.  '^And  he  set  three- 
score and  ten  thousand  of  them  to  he  bearers  of  bur- 
dens, and  fourscore  thousand  to  he  hewers  in  the 
mountain,  and  three  thousand  and  six  hundred  over- 
seers to  set  the  people  a  work. 
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III.  Then  Solomon  began  to  build  the  house  of  the 
Lord  at  Jerusalem  in  mount  Moriah,  *Avhere  ov,whichwas 
the  LORD  appeared  unto  David  his  father,  ul' father'!''' 
in  the  place  that  David  had  prepared  in  the  threshing- 
floor  of  *  Oman  the  Jebusite.  ^And  he  began  ov,Araunah. 
to  build  in  the  second  day  of  the  second  month,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  reign. 

^  Now  these  are  the  things  wherein  Solomon  was 
*  instructed  for  the  building  of  the  house  of  B.eh.  fotmded. 
God.  The  length  by  cubits  after  the  first  measure 
was  threescore  cubits,  and  the  breadth  twenty  cubits. 
'^And  the  porch  that  was  in  the  front  of  the  house^  the 
length  of  it  was  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  house, 
twenty  cubits,  and  the  height  ivas  an  hundred  and 
twenty:  and  he  overlaid  it  within  with  pure  gold. 
^And  the  greater  house  he  cieled  with  fir  tree,  which 
he  overlaid  with  fine  gold,  and  set  thereon  palm  trees 
and  chains.  ^And  he  *  garnished  the  house  Tieh.  covered. 
with  precious  stones  for  beauty :  and  the  gold  was 
gold  of  Parvaim.  ^  He  overlaid  also  the  house,  the 
beams,  the  posts,  and  the  walls  thereof,  and  the  doors 
thereof,  with  gold ;  and  graved  cherubim s  on  the 
walls. 

^And  he  made  the  most  holy  house,  the  length 
whereof  luas  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  house, 
twenty  cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  twenty  cubits : 
and  he  overlaid  it  with  fine  gold,  amounting  to  six 
hundred  talents.  ^And  the  weight  of  the  nails  tvas 
fifty  shekels  of  gold.  And  he  overlaid  the  upper 
chambers  with  gold. 

'"And  in  the  most  holy  house  he  made  two  cheru- 
bims  *of  image  work,  and  overlaid  them  with  ^ahifZrk' 
gold.  ''And  the  wings  of  the  cherubims  ivere  twenty 
cubits  long:  one  wing  of  the  one  cherub  was  five 
cubits,  reaching  to  the  wall  of  the  house:  and  the 
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other  wing  was  likewise  five  cubits,  reaching  to  the 
winof  of  the  other  cherub.  '''And  one  Avino;  of  the  other 
cherub  urns  five  cubits,  reaching  to  the  wall  of  the 
house  :  and  the  other  wing  was  five  cubits  also^  join- 
ing to  the  wing  of  the  other  cherub.  '^  The  wings 
of  these  cherubims  spread  themselves  forth  twenty 
cubits:  and  they  stood  on  their  feet,  and  their  faces 
were  *  inward.  ''And  he  made  the  vail  tj/blue,  ^tlltoiZ^ 
and  purple,  and  crimson,  and  fine  linen,  and  *  wrought 
cherubims  thereon.  ^taZlt 

''  Also  he  made  before  the  house  two  pillars  of 
thirty  and  ^yq  cubits  *high,  and  the  chapiter  B.eh.iong. 
that  was  on  the  top  of  each  of  them  was  ^y^  cubits. 
'^  And  he  made  chains,  as  in  the  oracle,  and  put  them 
on  the  heads  of  the  pillars  ;  and  made  an  hundred 
pomegranates,  and  put  them  on  the  chains.  '^And  he 
reared  up  the  pillars  before  the  temple,  one  on  the 
right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left ;  and  called  the 
name  of  that  on  the  right  hand  *  Jachin,  and  ^^tS^S!'"" 
the  name  of  that  on  the  left  *Boaz.  ^^'L'l'^^l''  ^' 

lY.  Moreover  he  made  an  altar  of  brass,  twenty 
cubits  the  length  thereof,  and  twenty  cubits  the  breadth 
thereof,  and  ten  cubits  the  height  thereof. 

""  Also  he  made  a  molten  sea  of  ten  cubits  *  from 
brim  to  brim,  round  in  compass,  and  five  ^^^iflTbi^n.''''^ 
cubits  the  height  thereof ;  and  a  line  of  thirty  cubits 
did  compass  it  round  about.  ^  And  under  it  was  the 
similitude  of  oxen,  which  did  compass  it  round  about : 
ten  in  a  cubit,  compassing  the  sea  round  about.  Two 
rows  of  oxen  were  cast,  when  it  was  cast.  '  It  stood 
upon  twelve  oxen,  three  looking  toward  the  north,  and 
three  looking  toward  the  west,  and  three  looking  to- 
ward the  south,  and  three  looking  toward  the  east: 
and  the  sea  teas  set  above  upon  them,  and  all  their 
hinder  parts  icere  inward.   ^  And  the  thickness  of  it  was 
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an  hanclbreadth,  and  the  brim  of  it  like  the  work  of 

Or,  like  a 
lilyjlower. 


the  brim  of  a  cup,  *  with  flowers  of  lilies ;  and  ^'■'  ^'^^ " 


it  received  and  held  three  thousand  baths. 

^  He  made  also  ten  lavers,  and  put  fiYQ  on  the  right 
hand,  and  five  on  the  left,  to  wash  in  them  :  *  such 
things  as  they  offered  for  the  burnt  offering  ^turToffertg^ 
they  washed  in  them  ;  but  the  sea  was  for  the  priests 
to  wash  in, 

^And  he  made  ten  candlesticks  of  gold  according  to 
their  form,  and  set  tliem,  in  the  temple,  five  on  the 
right  liand,  and  ^n^  on  the  left. 

^  He  made  also  ten  tables,  and  placed  tliem  in  the 
temple,  ^^i^  on  the  right  side,  and.  five  on  the  left. 
And  he  made  an  hundred  *  basons  of  gold.  Q>r,iowu. 

^  Furthermore  he  made  the  court  of  the  priests,  and 
the  great  court,  and  doors  for  the  court,  and  overlaid 
the  doors  of  them  with  brass.  '°And  he  set  the  sea 
on  the  right  side  of  the  east  end,  over  against  the 
south. 

"And  Huram  made  the  pots,  and  the  shovels,  and 
the  *  basons.  And  Huram  *  finished  the  work  ov,hotoh. 
that  he  was  to  make  for  king  Solomon  for  the  to  make. 
house  of  God;  ^Uo  wit^  the  two  pillars,  and  the  pom- 
mels, and  the  chapiters  which  were  on  the  top  of  the 
two  pillars,  and  the  two  wreaths  to  cover  the  two  pom- 
mels of  the  chapiters  which  vjere  on  the  top  of  the 
pillars;  '^and  four  hundred  pomegranates  on  the  two 
wreaths  ;  two  rows  of  pomegranates  on  each  wreath, 
to  cover  the  two  pommels  of  the  chapiters  which  were 
^upon  the  pillars.  '"^He  made  also  bases,  and  ^tte'/air 
*  lavers  made  he  upon  the  bases;  '^one  sea,  ot,  caidrons. 
and  twelve  oxen  under  it.  '^The  pots  also,  and  the 
shovels,  and  the  fleshhooks,  and  all  their  instruments, 
did  Huram  his  father  make  to  king  Solomon  for  the 
house  of  the  Lord  of  *  bright  brass.     ''In  ^''ovTsctre't*' 
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the  plain  of  Jordan  did  the  king  cast  them,  in  the  *  clay 
ground  between  Succoth  and  Zeredathah.      ^o/klfrlunr 

'®  Thus  Solomon  made  all  these  vessels  in  great 
abundance :  for  the  weight  of  the  brass  could  not  be 
found  out.  '^And  Solomon  made  all  the  vessels  that 
icere  for  the  house  of  God,  the  golden  altar  also,  and 
the  tables  whereon  the  shewbread  was  set;  '° moreover 
the  candlesticks  with  their  lamps,  that  they  should 
burn  after  the  manner  before  the  oracle,  of  pure  gold ; 
^'and  the  flowers,  and  the  lamps,  and  the  tongs,  made 
he  of  gold,  and  that  *  perfect  gold;  ''and  the  ^^\}fo!t°''' 
snuffers,  and  the  *  basons,  and  the  spoons,  and  or,  howu. 
the  censers,  of  pure  gold :  and  the  entry  of  the  house, 
the  inner  doors  thereof  for  the  most  holy  place,  and 
the  doors  of  the  liouse  of  the  temple,  were  of  gold. 

Y.  Thus  all  the  work  that  Solomon  made  for  the 
house  of  the  Lord  was  finished  :  and  Solomon  brought 
in  all  the  things  that  David  his  father  had  dedicated ; 
and  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  all  the  instruments, 
put  he  among  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  God. 

^  Then  Solomon  assembled  the  elders  of  Israel,  and 
all  the  heads  of  the  tribes,  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  unto  Jerusalem,  to  bring  up  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  the  city  of 
David,  which  is  Zion. 

^  Wherefore  all  the  men  of  Israel  assembled  them- 
selves unto  the  king  in  the  feast  which  teas  in  the 
seventh  month.  '^And  all  the  elders  of  Israel  came ;  and 
the  Levites  took  up  the  ark.  'And  they  brought  up  the 
ark,  and  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  all  the 
holy  vessels  that  ivere  in  the  tabernacle,  these  did  the 
priests  and  the  Levites  bring  up.  ^  Also  king  Solomon, 
and  all  the  congregation  of  Israel  that  were  assembled 
unto  him  before  the  ark,  sacrificed  sheep  and  oxen, 
which  could  not  be  told  nor  numbered  for  multitude. 
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^  And  the  priests  brought  in  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord  unto  his  |)lace,  to  the  oracle  of  the  house, 
into  the  most  holy  place^  even  under  the  wings  of  the 
cherubims :  ^for  the  cherubims  spread  forth  their  wings 
over  the  place  of  the  ark,  and  the  cherubims  covered 
the  ark  and  the  staves  thereof  above.  ^  And  they  drew 
out  the  staves  of  the  ark^  that  the  ends  of  the  staves 
were  seen  from  the  ark  before  the  oracle  ;  but  they 
were  not  seen  without.  And  *  there  it  is  unto  ^^'lu?e^''^ 
this  day.  '°  There  was  nothing  in  the  ark  save  the  two 
tables  which  Moses  put  therein  at  Horeb,  *Avhen  or,  where. 
the  Lord  made  a  covenant  with  the  children  of  Israel, 
when  they  came  out  of  Egypt. 

"And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  priests  were  come 
out  of  the  holy  place:  (for  all  the  priests  that  were 
*  present  were  sanctified,  and  did  not  then  wait  B.eb.  found. 
by  course :  '"  also  the  Levites  which  were  the  singers, 
all  of  them  of  Asaph,  of  Heman,  of  Jeduthun,  with 
their  sons  and  their  brethren,  being  arrayed  in  white 
linen,  having  cymbals  and  psalteries  and  harps,  stood 
at  the  east  end  of  the  altar,  and  with  them  an  hundred 
and  twenty  priests  sounding  with  trumpets :)  'nt  came 
even  to  pass,  as  the  trumpeters  and  singers  ivere  as  one, 
to  make  one  sound  to  be  heard  in  praising  and  thank- 
ing the  Lord  ;  and  when  they  lifted  up  their  voice 
with  the  trumpets  and  cymbals  and  instruments  of 
musick,  and  praised  the  Lord,  saying^  For  he  is  good ; 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever :  that  then  the  house 
was  filled  with  a  cloud,  even  the  house  of  the  Lord; 
'*so  that  the  priests  could  not  stand  to  minister  by 
reason  of  the  cloud:  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had 
filled  the  house  of  God. 

YI.  Then  said  Solomon,  The  Lord  hath  said  that 
he  would  dwell  in  the  thick  darkness.  "  But  I  have 
built  an  house  of  habitation  for  thee,  and  a  place  for 
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thy  dwelling  for  ever.  ^And  the  king  turned  his  face, 
and  blessed  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel :  and  all 
the  congregation  of  Israel  stood. 

'^And  he  said,  Blessed  he  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
who  hath  with  his  hands  fulfilled  that  which  he  spake 
with  his  mouth  to  my  father  David,  saying,  ^  Since  the 
day  that  I  brought  forth  my  people  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt  I  chose  no  city  among  all  the  tribes  of  Israel 
to  build  an  house  in,  that  my  name  might  be  there; 
neither  chose  I  any  man  to  be  a  ruler  over  my  people 
Israel :  ^  but  I  have  chosen  Jerusalem,  that  my  name 
might  be  there ;  and  have  chosen  David  to  be  over  my 
people  Israel.  ^  Now  it  was  in  the  heart  of  David  my 
father  to  build  an  house  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel.  ^  But  the  Lord  said  to  David  my  father, 
Forasmuch  as  it  was  in  thine  heart  to  build  an  house 
for  thy  name,  thou  didst  well  in  that  it  was  in  thine 
heart :  ^  notwithstanding  thou  shalt  not  build  the 
house ;  but  thy  son  which  shall  come  forth  out  of  thy 
loins,  he  shall  build  the  house  for  my  name.  '°  The 
Lord  therefore  hath  performed  his  word  that  he  hath 
spoken :  for  I  am  risen  up  in  the  room  of  David  my 
father,  and  am  set  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  as  the  Lord 
promised,  and  have  built  the  house  for  the  name  of 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  "And  in  it  have  I  put  the 
ark,  wherein  is  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  that  he 
made  with  the  children  of  Israel. 

'*  And  he  stood  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  and  spread 
forth  his  hands:  '^for  Solomon  had  made  a  brasen 
scaffold,  of  five  cubits  *long,  and  five  cubits  ^tLilf!^-c!'' 
broad,  and  three  cubits  high,  and  had  set  it  in  the  midst 
of  the  court :  and  upon  it  he  stood,  and  kneeled  down 
upon  his  knees  before  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  and 
spread  forth  his  hands  toward  heaven,  "^and  said. 
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0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God  like  thee  in 
the  heaven,  nor  in  the  earth ;  which  keepest  covenant, 
and  shewest  mercy  unto  thy  servants,  that  walk  before 
thee  with  all  their  hearts :  'Hhou  which  hast  kept  with 
thy  servant  David  my  father  that  which  thou  hast 
promised  him ;  and  spakest  with  thy  mouth,  and  hast 
fulfilled  it  with  thine  hand,  as  it  is  this  day.  '^  Now 
therefore,  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  keep  with  thy 
servant  David  my  father  that  which  thou  hast  pro- 
mised him,  saying,  *  There  shall  not  fail  ^tnaul^c'u'o/"' 
thee  a  man  in  my  sight  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of 
Israel ;  yet  so  that  thy  children  take  heed  to  their  way 
to  walk  in  my  law,  as  thou  hast  walked  before  me. 
'^  Now  then,  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  let  thy  word  be 
verified,  which  thou  hast  spoken  unto  thy  servant 
David. 

'^  But  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  the 
earth?  behold,  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  thee ;  how  much  less  this  house  which 
I  have  built !  '^  Have  respect  therefore  to  the  prayer  of 
thy  servant,  and  to  his  supplication,  0  Lord  my  God, 
to  hearken  unto  the  cry  and  the  prayer  which  thy 
servant  prayeth  before  thee :  '°  that  thine  eyes  may  be 
open  upon  this  house  day  and  night,  upon  the  place 
whereof  thou  hast  said  that  thou  wouldest  put  thy 
name  there;  to  hearken  unto  the  prayer  which  thy 
servant  prayeth  *  toward  this  place.  "'  Hearken  ^^/if'* 
therefore  unto  the  supplications  of  thy  servant,  and 
of  thy  people  Israel,  which  they  shall  *make  ^eh.pray. 
toward  this  place :  hear  thou  from  thy  dwelhng  place, 
eve7i  from  heaven,  and  when  thou  hearest,  forgive. 

"If  a  man  sin  against  his  neighbour,  *and  an  oath 
be  laid  upon  him  to  make  him  swear,  and  ^^^Slt/S""*^ 
the  oath  come  before  thine  altar  in  this  house ;  *^  then 
hear  thou  from  heaven,  and  do,  and  judge  thy  servants, 
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by  requiting  the  wicked,  by  recompensing  his  way 
upon  his  own  head;  and  by  justifying  the  righteous, 
by  giving  him  according  to  his  righteousness. 

'''^And  if  thy  people  Israel  *be  put  to  the  or,  be  smitten. 
worse  before  the  enemy,  because  they  have  sinned 
against  thee;  and  shall  return  and  confess  thy  name, 
and  pray  and  make  supplication  before  thee  *in  or,  toward. 
this  house  ;  '"then  hear  thou  from  the  heavens,  and 
forgive  the  sin  of  thy  people  Israel,  and  bring  them 
again  unto  the  land  which  thou  gavest  to  them  and  to 
their  fathers. 

'^  When  the  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  rain, 
because  they  have  sinned  against  thee ;  yet  if  they  pray 
toward  this  place,  and  confess  thy  name,  and  turn  from 
their  sin,  when  thou  dost  afQict  them  ;  '^  then  hear 
thou  from  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy  servants, 
and  of  thy  people  Israel,  when  thou  hast  taught  them 
the  good  way,  wherein  they  should  walk;  and  send 
rain  upon  thy  land,  which  thou  hast  given  unto  thy 
people  for  an  inheritance. 

^^  If  there  be  dearth  in  the  land,  if  there  be  pesti- 
lence, if  there  be  blasting,  or  mildew,  locusts,  or  cater- 
pillers;  if  their  enemies  besiege  them  *in  ^o/thelrllles!'^ 
the  cities  of  their  land ;  whatsoever  sore  or  whatsoever 
sickness  there  be:  '^then  what  prayer  or  what  supplica- 
tion soever  shall  be  made  of  any  man,  or  of  all  thy 
people  Israel,  when  every  one  shall  know  his  own  sore 
and  his  own  grief,  and  shall  spread  forth  his  hands 
*in  this  house:  ^''then  hear  thou  from  heaven  ^tlls^ZZ^ 
thy  dwelling  place,  and  forgive,  and  render  unto  every 
man  according  unto  all  his  ways,  whose  heart  thou 
knowest ;  (for  thou  only  knowest  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men :)  ^'  that  they  may  fear  thee,  to  walk 
in  thy  ways,  *  so  long  as  they  live  *in  the  ^Majf^"'"uT. 
land  which  thou  gavest  unto  our  fathers.       STLS!  '^'''^  ""^ 
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^'  Moreover  concerning  the  stranger,  which  is  not  of 
thy  people  Israel,  but  is  come  from  a  far  country  for 
thy  great  name's  sake,  and  thy  mighty  hand,  and  thy 
stretched  out  arm  ;  if  they  come  and  pray  in  this 
house ;  ^'  then  hear  thou  from  the  heavens,  even  from 
thy  dwelling  place,  and  do  according  to  all  that  the 
stranger  calleth  to  thee  for  ;  that  all  people  of  the 
earth  may  know  thy  name,  and  fear  thee,  as  doth  thy 
people  Israel,  and  may  know  that  *this  ^^tfSrw?"^" 
house  which  I  have  built  is  called  by  thy  name. 

^^  If  thy  people  go  out  to  war  against  their  enemies 
by  the  way  that  thou  shalt  send  them,  and  they  pray 
unto  thee  toward  this  city  which  thou  hast  chosen,  and 
the  house  which  I  have  built  for  thy  name;  ^Hhen 
hear  thou  from  the  heavens  their  prayer  and  their 
supplication,  and  maintain  their  *  cause.  ov,  right. 

^^  If  they  sin  against  thee,  (for  thei^e  is  no  man  which 
sinneth  not,)  and  thou  be  angry  with  them,  and  deliver 
them  over  before  their  enemies,  and  *they  Sj^f/.tli2;'J™a7 
carry  them  away  captives  unto  a  land  far  off  or  near ; 
''yet  z/ they  *  bethink  themselves  in  the  land  ^tfthtlrZart 
whither  they  are  carried  captive,  and  turn  and  pray 
unto  thee  in  the  land  of  their  captivity,  saying.  We 
have  sinned,  we  have  done  amiss,  and  have  dealt 
wickedly ;  ^^  if  they  return  to  thee  with  all  their  heart 
and  with  all  their  soul  in  the  land  of  their  captivity, 
whither  they  have  carried  them  captives,  and  pray 
toward  their  land,  which  thou  gavest  unto  their 
fathers,  and  toward  the  city  which  thou  hast  chosen, 
and  toAvard  the  house  which  I  have  built  for  thy 
name:  'Hhen  hear  thou  from  the  heavens,  even  from 
thy  dwelling  place,  their  prayer  and  their  supplica- 
tions, and  maintain  their  *  cause,  and  forgive  or,  right. 
thy  people  which  have  sinned  against  thee. 

^°  Now,  my  God,  let,  1  beseech  thee,  thine  eyes  be 
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open,  and  let  thine  ears  he  attent  *unto  the  ^^IfmfpCT'' 
prayer  that  is  made  in  this  place.  ^'  Now  therefore 
arise,  0  Lord  God,  into  thy  resting  place,  thou,  and 
the  ark  of  thy  strength :  let  thy  priests,  0  Lord  God, 
be  clothed  with  salvation,  and  let  thy  saints  rejoice  in 
goodness.  ^^  0  Lord  God,  turn  not  away  the  face  of 
thine  anointed :  remember  the  mercies  of  David  thy 
servant. 

YIL  Xow  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of 
praying,  the  fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and  con- 
sumed the  burnt  oiFering  and  the  sacrifices;  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  house.  'And  the  priests 
could  not  enter  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  because 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  Lord's  house. 
^And  when  all  the  children  of  Israel  saw  how  the  fire 
came  down,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  upon  the  house, 
they  bowed  themselves  with  their  faces  to  the  ground 
upon  the  pavement,  and  worshipped,  and  praised  the 
Lord,  saying^  For  he  is  good ;  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever. 

^  Then  the  king  and  all  the  people  offered  sacrifices 
before  the  Lord.  ^And  king  Solomon  offered  a  sacri- 
fice of  twenty  and  two  thousand  oxen,  and  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  sheep  :  so  the  king  and 
all  the  people  dedicated  the  house  of  God.  ^And  the 
priests  w^aited  on  their  offices :  the  Levites  also  with 
instruments  of  musick  of  the  Lord,  Avhich  David  the 
king  had  made  to  praise  the  Lord,  because  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever,  when  David  praised  *by  ^^^hlld!'''' 
their  ministry ;  and  the  priests  sounded  trumpets 
before  them,  and  all  Israel  stood.  '  Moreover  Solomon 
hallowed  the  middle  of  the  court  that  teas  before  the 
house  of  the  Lord  :  for  there  he  offered  burnt  offer- 
ings, and  the  fat  of  the  peace  offerings,  because  the 
brasen  altar  which  Solomon  had  made  was  not  able  to 

H.  7. 


82  2    CHRONICLES,    VII 


receive  the  burnt  oiFe rings,  and  the  meat  offerings, 
and  the  fat. 

^Also  at  the  same  time  Solomon  kept  the  feast 
seven  days,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  a  very  great  con- 
gregation, from  the  entering  in  of  Hamath  unto  the 
river  of  Egypt.     ^And  in  the  eighth  day  they  made  a 

*  solemn  assembly:  for  they  kept  the  dedi-  B.eh.  restraint. 
cation  of  the  altar  seven  days,  and  the  feast  seven 
days.  '°And  on  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  the 
seventh  month  he  sent  the  people  away  into  their 
tents,  glad  and  merry  in  heart  for  the  goodness  that 
the  Lord  had  shewed  unto  David,  and  to  Solomon, 
and  to  Israel  his  people. 

"  Thus  Solomon  finished  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  king's  house  :  and  all  that  came  into  Solomon's 
heart  to  make  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
own  house,  he  prosperously  effected. 

'*And  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  by  night,  and 
said  unto  him,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  and  have 
chosen  this  place  to  myself  for  an  house  of  sacrifice. 
'^  If  I  shut  up  heaven  that  there  be  no  rain,  or  if 
I  command  the  locusts  to  devour  the  land,  or  if  I 
send  pestilence  among   my  people;    '^if  my  people, 

*  which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  hum-  ^taJ'-^S"'' 
ble  themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn 
from  their  wicked  ways ;  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven, 
and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal  their  land. 
'^  Now  mine  eyes  shall  be  open,  and  mine  ears  attent 
*unto  the  prayer  that  is  made  in  this  place.  ^^^o/lllspiZe^''' 
'^  For  now  have  I  chosen  and  sanctified  this  house, 
that  my  name  may  be  there  for  ever;  and  mine  eyes 
and  mine  heart  shall  be  there  perpetually. 

'^And  as  for  thee,  if  thou  wilt  walk  before  me,  as 
David  thy  father  walked,  and  do  according  to  all  that 
I  have  commanded  thee,  and  shalt  observe  my  statutes 
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and  my  judgments;  '^ then  will  I  stablish  the  throne 
of  thy  kingdom,  according  as  I  have  covenanted  mth 
David  thy  father,  saying,  *  There  shall  ^itutofftote""* 
not  fail  thee  a  man  to  he  ruler  in  Israel. 

'^  But  if  ye  turn  away,  and  forsake  ni}^  statutes  and 
my  commandments,  which  I  have  set  before  you,  and 
shall  go  and  serve  other  gods,  and  worship  them  ; 
*°then  will  I  pluck  them  up  by  the  roots  out  of  my 
land  which  I  have  given  them ;  and  this  house,  which 
I  have  sanctified  for  my  name,  will  I  cast  out  of  my 
sight,  and  will  make  it  to  he  a  proverb  and  a  byword 
among  all  nations.  ^'And  this  house,  which  is  high, 
shall  be  an  astonishment  to  every  one  that  passeth  by 
it ;  so  that  he  shall  say,  Why  hath  the  Lord  done 
thus  unto  this  land,  and  unto  this  house?  "And  it 
shall  be  answered.  Because  they  forsook  the  Lord 
God  of  their  fathers,  which  brought  them  forth  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  laid  hold  on  other  gods,  and 
worshipped  them,  and  served  them :  therefore  hath  he 
brought  all  this  evil  upon  them. 

YIII.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  twenty 
years,  wherein  Solomon  had  built  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  his  own  house,  ^that  the  cities  which 
Huram  had  restored  to  Solomon,  Solomon  built  them, 
and  caused  the  children  of  Israel  to  dwell  there. 

^And  Solomon  went  to  Hamath-zobah,  and  prevailed 
ao^ainst  it.  "^And  he  built  Tadmor  in  the  wilderness, 
and  all  the  store  cities,  which  he  built  in  Hamath. 
'Also  he  built  Beth-horon  the  upper,  and  Beth-horon 
the  nether,  fenced  cities,  with  walls,  gates,  and  bars; 
^and  Baalath,  and  all  the  store  cities  that  Solomon 
had,  and  all  the  chariot  cities,  and  the  cities  of  the 
horsemen,  and  *all  that  Solomon  desired  f/^kfoJa'/M 
to  build  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  Lebanon,  ^^ '^--'^  ^^  ^-^^• 
and  throughout  all  the  land  of  his  dominion. 
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^As  for  all  the  people  that  ivere  left  of  the  Hittites, 
and  the  Araorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the  Hivites, 
and  the  Jebusites,  which  were  not  of  Israel,  ^  but  of 
their  children,  who  were  left  after  thein  in  the  land, 
whom  the  children  of  Israel  consumed  not,  them  did 
Solomon  make  to  pay  tribute  until  this  day.  ^  But  of 
the  children  of  Israel  did  Solomon  make  no  servants 
for  his  work;  but  they  ivere  men  of  war,  and  chief 
of  his  captains,  and  captains  of  his  chariots  and  horse- 
men. 

'°And  these  icere  the  chief  of  king  Solomon's  officers, 
even  two  hundred  and  fifty,  that  bare  rule  over  the 
people. 

"And  Solomon  brought  up  the  daughter  of  Pha- 
raoh out  of  the  city  of  David  unto  the  house  that  he 
had  built  for  her:  for  he  said,  My  wife  shall  not  dwell 
in  the  house  of  David  king  of  Israel,  because  the  jilaces 
are  *holy,  whereunto  the  ark  of  the  Lord  neh.  houness. 
hath  come. 

''  Then  Solomon  ofiered  burnt  offerings  unto  the 
Lord  on  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  built 
before  the  porch,  '^  even  after  a  certain  rate  every  day, 
offering  according  to  the  commandment  of  Moses  on 
the  sabbaths,  and  on  the  new  moons,  and  on  the 
solemn  feasts,  three  times  in  the  year,  even  in  the 
feast  of  unleavened  bread,  and  in  the  feast  of  weeks, 
and  in  the  feast  of  tabernacles.  '^And  he  appointed, 
according  to  the  order  of  David  his  father,  the  courses 
of  the  priests  to  their  service,  and  the  Levites  to  their 
charges,  to  praise  and  minister  before  the  priests,  as 
the  duty  of  every  day  required :  the  porters  also  by 
their  courses  at  every  o-nte:  for  *so  had  iieh  soy^^sthecom- 

.  ^  «'     CI     ,  ,      ,       mondment    of    JJavtd 

David   the    man    ot    God    commanded,  the  man  of  God. 
'^And  they  departed  not  from  the  commandment  of 
the  king  unto  the  priests  and  Levites  concerning  any 
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matter,  or  concerning  the  treasures.  '^  Now  all  the 
work  of  Solomon  was  prepared  unto  the  day  of  the 
foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  until  it  was 
iinislied.     So  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  perfected. 

'^  Then  went  Solomon  to  Ezion-geber,  and  to  *Eloth, 
at  the  sea  side  in  the  land  of  Edom.  '^And  ov,  Eiath. 
Huram  sent  him  by  the  hands  of  his  servants  ships, 
and  servants  that  had  knowledge  of  the  sea ;  and  they 
went  with  the  servants  of  Solomon  to  Ophir,  and  took 
thence  four  hundred  and  fifty  talents  of  gold,  and 
brought  them  to  king  Solomon. 

IX.  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the 
fame  of  Solomon,  she  came  to  prove  Solomon  with 
hard  questions  at  Jerusalem,  \n.th  a  very  great  com- 
pany, and  camels  that  bare  spices,  and  gold  in  abun- 
dance, and  precious  stones :  and  when  she  was  come 
to  Solomon,  she  communed  with  him  of  all  that  was 
in  her  heart.  ^And  Solomon  told  her  all  her  questions  : 
and  there  was  nothing  hid  from  Solomon  which  he 
told  her  not. 

^And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  seen  the  wisdom 
of  Solomon,  and  the  house  that  he  had  built,  '^and  the 
meat  of  his  table,  and  the  sitting  of  his  servants,  and 
the  attendance  of  his  ministers,  and  their  apparel ;  his 
*  cupbearers  also,  and  their  apparel;  and  his  OT,hutiers. 
ascent  by  which  he  went  up  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord;  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her.  ^And  she 
said  to  the  king,  It  ivas  a  true  *  report  which  I  B.eh.  icord. 
heard  in  mine  own  land  of  thine  *acts,  and  of  ov,  sai/mgs. 
thy  wisdom  :  ^lowbeit  I  believed  not  their  words,  until 
I  came,  and  mine  eyes  had  seen  it:  and,  behold,  the 
one  half  of  the  greatness  of  thy  wisdom  was  not  told 
me :  fo?'  thou  exceedest  the  fame  that  I  heard.  ^  Happy 
^"6  thy  men,  and  happy  are  these  thy  servants,  which 
stand  continually  before  thee,  and  hear  thy  wisdom. 
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^  Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  delighted  in 
thee  to  set  thee  on  his  throne,  to  he  king  for  the  Lord 
thy  God  :  because  thy  God  loved  Israel,  to  establish 
them  for  ever,  therefore  made  he  thee  king  over  them, 
to  do  judgment  and  justice.  ^And  she  gave  the  king 
an  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold,  and  of  spices 
great  abundance,  and  precious  stones :  neither  was 
there  any  such  spice  as  the  queen  of  Sheba  gave  king 
Solomon. 

'°And  the  servants  also  of  Huram,  and  the  servants 
of  Solomon,  which  brought  gold  from  Ophir,  brought 
algum  trees  and  precious  stones.  ''And  the  king  made 
o/the  algum  trees  *  terraces  to  the  house  of  ^eh!?igMmy8. 
the  Lord,  and  to  the  king's  palace,  and  harps  and 
psalteries  for  singers :  and  there  were  none  such  seen 
before  in  the  land  of  Judah. 

'"And  king  Solomon  gave  to  the  queen  of  Sheba 
all  her  desire,  whatsoever  she  asked,  beside  that 
which  she  had  brought  unto  the  king.  So  she  turned, 
and  went  away  to  her  own  land,  she  and  her  ser- 
vants. 

'^  Now  the  weight  of  gold  that  came  to  Solomon  in 
one  year  was  six  hundred  and  threescore  and  six 
talents  of  gold ;  '^  beside  that  which  chapmen  and  mer- 
chants brought.  And  all  the  kings  of  Arabia  and 
*  governors  of  the  country  brought  gold  and  ov,  captains. 
silver  to  Solomon. 

''And  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  targets  of 
beaten  gold :  six  hundred  shekels  of  beaten  gold  went 
to  one  target.  '^And  three  hundred  shields  made  he  of 
beaten  gold:  three  hundred  shekels  of  gold  went  to 
one  shield.  And  the  king  put  them  in  the  house  of 
the  forest  of  Lebanon. 

'^Moreover  the  king  made  a  great  throne  of  ivory, 
and  overlaid  it  with  pure  gold.     '^And  there  were  six 
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steps  to  the  throne,  with  a  footstool  of  gold,  ivhich 
were  fastened  to  the  throne,  and  *  stays  on  each  B.eh.  hands. 
side  of  the  sitting  place,  and  two  lions  standing  by  the 
stays :  '^  and  twelve  lions  stood  there  on  the  one  side 
and  on  the  other  upon  the  six  steps.  There  was  not 
the  like  made  in  any  kingdom.  "'And  all  the  drinking 
vessels  of  king  Solomon  ivere  of  gold,  and  all  the  ves- 
sels of  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon  ivere  ()/*pure 
2^old:  *none  were  of  silver:  it  was  not  any  tieh.shutup. 

Vi   .  J.      1        r   '        J.1  1  POT  *^     Or,  there  was  no 

thmg  accounted  oi  m  the  days  oi  bolomon.  suoerinthem. 
"  For  the  king's  ships  went  to  Tarshish  with  the  ser- 
vants of  Huram  :    every  three  years  once  came  the 
ships  of  Tarshisli  bringing  gold,  and  silver,   *  ivory, 
and  apes,  and  peacocks.  or,  elephants'  teeth. 

^'And  king  Solomon  passed  all  the  kings  of  the 
earth  in  riches  and  wisdom.  ^^And  all  the  kings  of 
the  earth  sought  the  23resence  of  Solomon,  to  hear  his 
wisdom,  that  God  had  put  in  his  heart.  ^^And  they 
brought  every  man  his  present,  vessels  of  silver,  and 
vessels  of  gold,  and  raiment,  harness,  and  spices,  horses, 
and  mules,  a  rate  year  by  year. 

''And  Solomon  had. four  thousand  stalls  for  horses 
and  chariots,  and  twelve  thousand  horsemen:  whom 
he  bestoAved  in  the  chariot  cities,  and  with  the  king 
at  Jerusalem. 

'^And  he  reigned  over  all  the  kings  from  the  *  river 
even  unto  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  to  ^^Itatk 
the  border  of  EgyjDt.  ^^And  the  king  *made  seh.gave. 
silver  in  Jerusalem  as  stones,  and  cedar  trees  made  he 
as  the  sycomore  trees  that  are  in  the  low  plains  in 
abundance.  ^^And  they  brought  unto  Solomon  horses 
out  of  Egypt,  and  out  of  all  lands. 

^^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Solomon,  first  and 
last,  are  they  not  written  in  the  *book  of  B:eh.  words. 
Nathan  the  prophet,  and  in  the  prophecy  of  Ahijah 
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the  Shilonite,  and  in  the  visions  of  Icldo  the  seer 
against  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat?  ^°And  Solomon 
reigned  in  Jerusalem  over  all  Israel  forty  years.  ^' And 
Solomon  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  he  was  buried  in 
the  city  of  David  his  father:  and  Rehoboam  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

X.  And  Rehoboam  went  to  Shechem :  for  to  She- 
chem  were  all  Israel  come  to  make  him  king. 

^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Xebat,  who  ivas  in  Egypt,  whither  he  had  fled  from 
the  presence  of  Solomon  the  king,  heard  zY,  that  Jero- 
boam returned  out  of  Egypt.  ^And  they  sent  and 
called  him.  So  Jeroboam  and  all  Israel  came  and 
spake  to  Rehoboam,  saying,  ^  Thy  father  made  our 
yoke  grievous :  now  therefore  ease  thou  somewhat  the 
grievous  servitude  of  thy  father,  and  his  heavy  yoke 
that  he  put  upon  us,  and  we  will  serve  thee.  ^And  he 
said  unto  them.  Come  again  unto  me  after  three  days. 
And  the  people  departed. 

'^And  king  Rehoboam  took  counsel  with  the  old  men 
that  had  stood  before  Solomon  his  father  while  he  yet 
lived,  saying,  What  counsel  give  ye  me  to  return  an- 
swer to  this  people  ?  ^ And  they  spake  unto  him,  saying, 
If  thou  be  kind  to  this  people,  and  please  them,  and 
speak  good  words  to  them,  they  will  be  thy  servants 
for  ever. 

^  But  he  forsook  the  counsel  which  the  old  men  gave 
him,  and  took  counsel  with  the  young  men  that  were 
brought  up  with  him,  that  stood  before  him.  ^And  he 
said  unto  them.  What  advice  give  ye  that  we  may 
return  answer  to  this  people,  Avhich  have  spoken  to 
me,  saying,  Ease  somewhat  the  yoke  that  thy  father 
did  put  upon  us?  '°And  the  young  men  that  were 
brought  up  with  him  spake  unto  him,  saying.  Thus 
shalt  thou  answer  the  people  that  spake  unto  thee, 
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saying,  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  heavy,  but  make 
thou  it  somewhat  lighter  for  us  ;  thus  shalt  thou  say 
unto  them,  ^ly  little  finger  shall  be  thicker  than  my 
father's  loins.  "For  whereas  my  father  *put  s-eh.iaded. 
a  heavy  yoke  upon  you,  I  will  put  more  to  your  yoke : 
my  father  chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I  ivill  chastise 
you  with  scorpions. 

'^  So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  Eehoboam 
on  the  third  day,  as  the  king  bade,  saying.  Come  again 
to  me  on  the  third  day.  '^  And  the  king  answered  them 
roughly;  and  king  Rehoboam  forsook  the  counsel  of 
the  old  men,  '"^and  answered  them  after  the  advice 
of  the  young  men,  saying.  My  father  made  your  yoke 
heavy,  but  I  will  add  thereto :  my  father  chastised  you 
with  whips,  but  I  icill  chastise  you  with  scorpions. 

''  So  the  king  hearkened  not  unto  the  people :  for 
the  cause  was  of  God,  that  the  Lord  might  perform 
his  word,  which  he  spake  by  the  hand  of  Ahijah  the 
Shilonite  to  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat. 

'^  And  when  all  Israel  saio  that  the  king  would  not 
hearken  unto  them,  the  people  answered  the  king, 
saying.  What  portion  have  we  in  David?  and  we  have 
none  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse:  every  man  to 
your  tents,  0  Israel:  and  now,  David,  see  to  thine 
own  house.  So  all  Israel  went  to  their  tents.  '^  But 
as  for  the  children  of  Israel  that  dwelt  in  the  cities  of 
Judah,  Eehoboam  reigned  over  them. 

'^  Then  king  Eehoboam  sent  Hadoram  that  teas  over 
the  tribute ;  and  the  children  of  Israel  stoned  him  with 
stones,  that  he  died.  But  king  Eehoboam  *made  speed 
to  get  him  up  to  his  chariot,  to  flee  to  ^'^S:^''"'^ 
Jerusalem.  '^And  Israel  rebelled  against  the  house  of 
David  unto  this  day. 

XL  And  when  Eehoboam  was  come  to  Jerusalem, 
he  gathered  of  the  house  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  an 
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hundred  and  fourscore  thousand  chosen  men^  Avhich 
were  warriors,  to  fight  against  Israel,  that  he  might 
brinof  the  kino^dom  ao:ain  to  Rehoboam.  ^  But  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came  to  Shemaiah  the  man  of  God,  saying, 
"'  Speak  unto  Eehoboam  the  son  of  Solomon,  king  of 
Judah,  and  to  all  Israel  in  Judah  and  Benjamin,  say- 
ing, "^  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  shall  not  go  up,  nor 
fight  against  your  brethren :  return  every  man  to  his 
house :  for  this  thing  is  done  of  me.  And  they  obeyed 
the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  returned  from  going  against 
Jeroboam. 

^  And  Eehoboam  dwelt  in  Jerusalem,  and  built  cities 
for  defence  in  Judah.  ^  He  built  even  Beth-lehem,  and 
Etam,  and  Tekoa,  "  and  Beth-zur,  and  Shoco,  and 
Adullam,  ^and  Gath,  and  Mareshah,  and  Ziph,  'and 
Adoraim,  and  Lachish,  and  Azekah,  '°  and  Zorah,  and 
Aijalon,  and  tiebron,  which  are  in  Judah  and  in  Ben- 
jamin fenced  cities.  "And  he  fortified  the  strong  holds, 
and  put  captains  in  them,  and  store  of  victual,  and  of 
oil  and  wine.  ''And  in  every  several  city  he  j)ut  shields 
and  spears,  and  made  them  exceeding  strong,  having 
Judah  and  Benjamin  on  his  side. 

'^And  the  priests  and  the  Levites  that  were  in  all 
Israel  *  resorted  to  hhn  out  of  all  their  ^^^Xf/S''"" 
coasts.  ^"^  For  the  Levites  left  their  suburbs  and  their 
possession,  and  came  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem :  for 
Jeroboam  and  his  sons  had  cast  them  off  from  executing 
the  priest's  office  unto  the  Lord:  '^and  he  ordained 
him  priests  for  the  high  places,  and  for  the  devils,  and 
for  the  calves  which  he  had  made.  '^And  after  them 
out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  such  as  set  their  hearts 
to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  came  to  Jerusalem,  to 
sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  '^  So  they 
strengthened  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  and  made  Ee- 
hoboam the  son  of  Solomon  strong,  three  years:  for 
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three  years  they  walked  in  the  way  of  David  and 
Solomon. 

'^And  Rehoboain  took  him  Mahalath  the  daughter 
of  Jerimoth  the  son  of  David  to  wife,  and  Abihail  the 
daughter  of  Eliab  the  son  of  Jesse;  '^  which  bare  him 
children  ;  Jeush,  and  Shamariah,  and  Zaham.  '"And 
after  her  he  took  Maachah  the  daughter  of  Absalom; 
which  bare  him  Abijah,  and  Attai,  and  Ziza,  and  She- 
lomith.  ^'  And  Rehoboam  loved  Maachah  the  daughter 
of  Absalom  above  all  his  wives  and  his  concubines : 
(for  he  took  eighteen  wives,  and  threescore  concubines; 
and  begat  twenty  and  eight  sons,  and  threescore 
daughters.)  "And  Rehoboam  made  Abijah  the  son  of 
Maachah  the  chief,  to  he  ruler  among  his  brethren  :  for 
he  thought  to  make  him  king.  ^^And  he  dealt  wisely, 
and  dispersed  of  all  his  children  throughout  all  the 
countries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  unto  every  fenced 
city  :  and  he  gave  them  victual  in  abundance.  And  he 
desired  *many  wives.  ^'V^^"Sf"'' 

XII.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Rehoboam  had 
established  the  kingdom,  and  had  strengthened  him- 
self, he  forsook  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  all  Israel 
with  him. 

*And  it  came  to  pass,  that  in  the  fifth  year  of  king 
Rehoboam  Shishak  king  of  Egypt  came  up  against 
Jerusalem,  because  they  had  transgressed  against  the 
Lord,  ^with  twelve  hundred  chariots,  and  threescore 
thousand  horsemen  :  and  the  people  were  without 
number  that  came  with  him  out  of  Egypt ;  the 
Lubims,  the  Sukkiims,  and  the  Ethiopians.  "^And  he 
took  the  fenced  cities  which  pertained  to  Judah,  and 
came  to  Jerusalem. 

'  Then  came  Shemaiah  the  prophet  to  Rehoboam, 
and  to  the  princes  of  Judah,  that  were  gathered 
together  to  Jerusalem  because  of  Shishak,  and  said 
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unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  have  forsaken  me, 
and  therefore  have  I  also  left  you  in  the  hand  of  Shishak. 
'  Whereupon  the  princes  of  Israel  and  the  king  humbled 
themselves;  and  they  said,  The  Lord  is  righteous. 

^  And  when  the  Lord  saw  that  they  humbled  them- 
selves, the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Shemaiah,  saying, 
They  have  humbled  themselves  ;  therefore  I  will  not 
destroy  them,  but  I  will  grant  them  *  some  ^\^ue!^^ 
deliverance  ;  and  my  wrath  shall  not  be  poured  out 
upon  Jerusalem  by  the  hand  of  Shishak.  ^  Neverthe- 
less they  shall  be  his  servants;  that  they  may  know 
my  service,  and  the  service  of  the  kingdoms  of  the 
countries. 

^  So  Shishak  king  of  Egypt  came  up  against  Jerusa- 
lem, and  took  away  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house;  he  took 
all :  he  carried  away  also  the  shields  of  gold  which 
Solomon  had  made.  '°  Instead  of  which  king  Rehoboam 
made  shields  of  brass,  and  committed  them  to  the 
liands  of  the  chief  of  the  guard,  that  kept  the  entrance 
of  the  king's  house.  "  And  when  the  king  entered  into 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  the  guard  came  and  fetched 
them,  and  brought  them  again  into  the  guard  chamber. 

"And  Avhen  he  humbled  himself,  the  wrath  of  the 
Lord  turned  from  him,  that  he  would  not  destroy 
him  altogether:  *and  also  in  Judah  ^''T^Ji'l;:/;;^^'''' 
things  went  well. 

'^  So  king  Rehoboam  strengthened  himself  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  reigned :  for  Rehoboam  teas  one  and  forty 
years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned 
seventeen  years  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  the  Lord 
had  chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  to  put  his 
name  there.  And  his  mother's  name  was  Naamah  an 
Ammonitess.  '"^And  he  did  evil,  because  he  *  prepared 
not  his  heart  to  seek  the  Lord.  B.eh.  jixed. 
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''  Now  the  acts  of  Eehoboam,  first  and  last,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  *book  of  Shemaiah  the  pro-  's.eh.  words. 
phet,  and  of  Iddo  the  seer  concerning  genealogies  ? 
And  there  ivere  wars  between  Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam 
continually.  '^And  Eehoboam  slept  with  his  fathers, 
and  Avas  buried  in  the  city  of  David :  and  Abijah  his 
son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

XIII.  Now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Jeroboam 
began  Abijah  to  reign  over  Judah.  *  He  reigned  three 
years  in  Jerusalem.  His  mother's  name  also  was 
Michaiah  the  daughter  of  Uriel  of  Gibeah. 

And  there  was  war  between  Abijah  and  Jeroboam. 
'And  Abijah  *set  the  battle  in  array  with  an  ^^ogetZl^ 
army  of  valiant  men  of  war,  even  four  hundred  thou- 
sand chosen  men  :  Jeroboam  also  set  the  battle  in 
array  against  him  with  eight  hundred  thousand  chosen 
men,  being  mighty  men  of  valour. 

*  And  Abijah  stood  up  upon  mount  Zemaraim,  which 
is  in  mount  Ephraim,  and  said.  Hear  me,  thou  Jero- 
boam, and  all  Israel;  ^ Ought  ye  not  to  know  that  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  gave  the  kingdom  over  Israel  to 
David  for  ever,  even  to  him  and  to  his  sons  by  a  cove- 
nant of  salt?  ^Yet  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  the 
servant  of  Solomon  the  son  of  David,  is  risen  up,  and 
hath  rebelled  against  his  lord.  ^And  there  are  gathered 
unto  him  vain  men,  the  children  of  Belial,  and  have 
streno'thened  themselves  ao^ainst  Rehoboam  the  son 
of  Solomon,  when  Rehoboam  was  young  and  tender- 
hearted, and  could  not  withstand  them.  ^  And  now  ye 
think  to  withstand  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  in  the 
hand  of  the  sons  of  David;  and  ye  he  a  great  multi- 
tude, and  there  are  with  you  golden  calves,  which 
Jeroboam  made  you  for  gods.  ^  Have  ye  not  cast  out 
the  priests  of  the  Lord,  the  sons  of  Aaron,  and  the 
Levites,  and  have  made  you  priests  after  the  manner 
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of  the  nations  of  other  lands?  so  that  whosoever  cometh 
*to  consecrate  himself  with  a  young  bullock  ^.t'hanf.^ 
and  seven  rams,  the  same  may  be  a  priest  of  them  that 
are  no  gods.  '°But  as  for  us,  the  Lord  is  our  God, 
and  we  have  not  forsaken  him ;  and  the  priests,  which 
minister  unto  the  Lord,  are  the  sons  of  Aaron,  and 
the  Levites  loait  upon  their  business:  "  and  they  burn 
unto  the  Lord  every  morning  and  every  evening  burnt 
sacrifices  and  sweet  incense  :  the  shewbread  also  set 
they  in  order  upon  the  pure  table ;  and  the  candlestick 
of  gold  with  the  lamps  thereof,  to  burn  every  evening : 
for  we  keep  the  charge  of  the  Lord  our  God  ;  but  ye 
have  forsaken  him.  ''And,  behold,  God  himself  is  with 
us  for  our  captain,  and  his  priests  with  sounding  trum- 
pets to  cry  alarm  against  you.  0  children  of  Israel, 
fight  ye  not  against  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers ;  for 
ye  shall  not  prosper. 

''But  Jeroboam  caused  an  ambushment  to  come 
about  behind  them;  so  they  were  before  Judah,  and 
the  ambushment  loas  behind  them.  '^And  when  Judah 
looked  back,  behold,  the  battle  ivas  before  and  behind : 
and  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  the  priests  sounded 
with  the  trumpets.  '^  Then  the  men  of  Judah  gave  a 
shout:  and  as  the  men  of  Judah  shouted,  it  came  to 
pass,  that  God  smote  Jeroboam  and  all  Israel  before 
Abijah  and  Judah.  '^And  the  children  of  Israel  fled 
before  Judah  :  and  God  delivered  them  into  their 
hand.  '^  And  Abijah  and  his  people  slew  them  with  a 
great  slaughter :  so  there  fell  down  slain  of  Israel  five 
hundred  thousand  chosen  men. 

'^  Thus  the  children  of  Israel  were  brought  under  at 
that  time,  and  the  children  of  Judah  prevailed,  because 
they  relied  upon  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  '^  And 
Abijah  pursued  after  Jeroboam,  and  took  cities  from 
him,    Beth-el  with  the  towns  thereof,   and  Jeshanah 
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with  the  towns  thereof,  and  Ephrain  with  the  towns 
thereof.  '°  Neither  did  Jeroboam  recover  strength 
again  in  the  days  of  Abijah:  and  the  Lord  struck 
him,  and  he  died.  *'  But  Abijah  waxed  mighty,  and 
married  fourteen  wives,  and  begat  twenty  and  two 
sons,  and  sixteen  daughters. 

"And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Abijah,  and  his  ways, 
and  his  sayings,  are  written  in  the  *  story  of  or,  commentary. 
the  prophet  Iddo. 

XIA''.  So  Abijah  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they 
buried  him  in  the  city  of  David  :  and  Asa  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead.  In  his  days -the  land  was  quiet 
ten  years. 

''And  Asa  did  that  ii'liich  teas  s^ood  and  risrht  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord  his  God  :  ^  for  he  took  away  the 
altars  of  the  strange  gods^  and  the  high  places,  and 
brake  down  the  *  images,  and  cut  down  the  'B.eh.  statues. 
groves  :  ^  and  conmianded  Judah  to  seek  the  Lord 
God  of  their  fathers,  and  to  do  the  law  and  the  com- 
mandment. ^Also  he  took  away  out  of  all  the  cities 
of  Judah  the  high  places  and  the  *  images:  and  ^t^'aglT 
the  kingdom  was  quiet  before  him. 

^And  he  built  fenced  cities  in  Judah:  for  the  land 
had  rest,  and  he  had  no  war  in  those  years;  because 
the  Lord  had  given  him  rest.  ^  Therefore  he  said  unto 
Judah,  Let  us  build  these  cities,  and  make  about  them 
walls,  and  towers,  gates,  and  bars,  ichile  the  land  is 
yet  before  us  ;  because  we  have  sought  the  Lord  our 
God,  we  have  sought  Azm,  and  he  hath  given  us  rest 
on  every  side.  So  they  built  and  prospered.  ^And 
Asa  had  an  army  of  men  that  bare  targets  and  spears, 
out  of  Judah  three  hundred  thousand  ;  and  out  of 
Benjamin,  that  bare  shields  and  drew  bows,  two  hun- 
dred and  fourscore  thousand:  all  these  were  mighty 
men  of  valour. 
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^And  there  came  out  against  them  Zerah  the  Ethi- 
opian with  an  host  of  a  thousand  thousand,  and  three 
hundred  chariots ;  and  came  unto  Mareshah.  '°  Then 
Asa  went  out  against  him,  and  they  set  the  battle  in 
array  in  the  valley  of  Zephathah  at  Mareshah.  "And 
Asa  cried  unto  the  Lord  his  God,  and  said,  Lord, 
it  is  nothing  with  thee  to  help,  whether  with  many,  or 
with  them  that  have  no  power :  help  us,  0  Lord  our 
God;  for  we  rest  on  thee,  and  in  thy  name  we  go 
against  this  multitude.  0  Lord,  thou  art  our  God; 
let  not  *man  prevail  against  thee.  "So  the  ^\ZZ'"' 
Lord  smote  the  Ethiopians  before  Asa,  and  before 
Judah;  and  the  Ethiopians  fled.  '^And  Asa  and  the 
people  that  tvere  with  him  pursued  them  unto  Gerar : 
and  the  Ethiopians  were  overthrown,  that  they  could 
not  recover  themselves;  for  they  were  *de-  seh.broke7i. 
stroyed  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  host ;  and 
they  carried  away  very  much  spoil.  '^And  they  smote 
all  the  cities  round  about  Gerar;  for  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  came  upon  them  ;  and  they  spoiled  all  the 
cities;  for  there  was  exceeding  much  spoil  in  them. 
'"They  smote  also  the  tents  of  cattle,  and  carried 
away  sheep  and  camels  in  abundance,  and  returned 
to  Jerusalem. 

XV.  And  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Azariah 
the  son  of  Oded :  '  and  he  went  out  *  to  meet  ""'^^f''' 
Asa,  and  said  unto  him.  Hear  ye  me,  Asa,  and  all 
Judah  and  Benjamin  ;  The  Lord  is  with  you,  while 
ye  be  with  him;  and  if  ye  seek  him,  he  will  be  found 
of  you  ;  but  if  ye  forsake  him,  he  will  forsake  you. 
^  Xow  for  a  long  season  Israel  hath  been  without  the 
true  God,  and  without  a  teaching  priest,  and  without 
law.  ^  But  when  they  in  their  trouble  did  turn  unto 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  and  sought  him,  he  Avas  found 
of  them.    ^And  in  those  times  there  was  no  peace  to 
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him  that  went  out,  nor  to  hhn  that  came  in,  but  great 
vexations  were  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
tries. ^And  nation  was  *  destroyed  of  nation,  ^inplTes^ 
and  city  of  city :  for  God  did  vex  them  with  all  ad- 
versity. ^  Be  ye  strong  therefore,  and  let  not  your 
hands  be  weak :  for  your  work  shall  be  rewarded. 

^And  when  Asa  heard  these  words,  and  the  pro- 
phecy of  Oded  the  prophet,  he  took  courage,  and  put 
away  the  *  abominable  idols  out  of  all  the  land  ^"^nattn^'' 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  out  of  the  cities  which 
he  had  taken  from  mount  Ephraim,  and  renewed  the 
altar  of  the  Lord,  that  ivas  before  the  porch  of  the 
Lord.  ^And  he  gathered  all  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
and  the  strangers  with  them  out  of  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh,  and  out  of  Simeon :  .for  they  fell  to  him 
out  of  Israel  in  abundance,  when  they  saw  that  the 
Lord  his  God  was  with  him.  '°  So  they  gathered 
themselves  together  at  Jerusalem  in  the  third  month, 
in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Asa.  "And  they 
offered  unto  the  Lord  *the  same  time,  of  the  ^^''^^'•^^"^ 
spoil  luhicli  they  had  brought,  seven  hundred  oxen 
and  seven  thousand  sheep.  ''And  they  entered  into 
a  covenant  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers  with 
all  their  heart  and  with  all  their  soul;  'Hhat  who- 
soever would  not  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  should 
be  put  to  death,  whether  small  or  great,  whether  man 
or  woman.  "^And  they  sware  unto  the  Lord  with 
a  loud  voice,  and  with  shouting,  and  with  trumpets, 
and  mth  cornets.  '^And  all  Judah  rejoiced  at  the 
oath:  for  they  had  sworn  with  all  their  heart,  and 
sought  him  with  their  whole  desire;  and  he  was 
found  of  them :  and  the  Lord  gave  them  rest  round 
about. 

'"And  also  concerning  Maachah  the  *  mother  ^^^Inoihil'^"'^' 
of  Asa  the  king,  he  removed  her  from  heinq  queen, 

H.  8. 
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because  she  had  made  an  *idol  in  a  grove:  neh. horror. 
and  Asa  cut  down  her  idol,  and  stamped  zV,  and  burnt 
it  at  the  brook  Kidron.  '^  But  the  high  places  were 
not  taken  away  out  of  Israel :  nevertheless  the  heart 
of  Asa  was  perfect  all  his  days.  '^And  he  brought 
into  the  house  of  God  the  things  that  his  father 
had  dedicated,  and  that  he  himself  had  dedicated, 
silver,  and  gold,  and  vessels.  '^And  there  was  no 
more  war  unto  the  five  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Asa. 

XVI.  In  the  six  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Asa  Baasha  king  of  Israel  came  up  against  Judah,  and 
built  Ramah,  to  the  intent  that  he  might  let  none  go 
out  or  come  in  to  Asa  king  of  Judah. 

'  Then  Asa  brought  out  silver  and  gold  out  of  the 
treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  and  of  the  king's 
house,  and  sent  to  Ben-hadad  king  of  Syria,  that  dwelt 
at  *  Damascus,  saying,  ^  There  is  a  league  ^eh.  Barmesek. 
between  me  and  thee,  as  there  luas  between  my  father 
and  thy  father:  behold,  I  have  sent  thee  silver  and 
gold ;  go,  break  thy  league  with  Baasha  king  of 
Israel,  that  he  may  depart  from  me.  "^And  Ben-hadad 
hearkened  unto  king  Asa,  and  sent  the  captains  of 
*his  armies  against  the  cities  of  Israel;  and  ^^^^^ut 
they  smote  Ijon,  and  Dan,  and  Abel-maim,  and  all 
the  store  cities  of  Naphtali. 

^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Baasha  heard  zV,  that 
he  left  off  building  of  Ramah,  and  let  his  work  cease. 
^  Then  Asa  the  king  took  all  Judah ;  and  they  carried 
away  the  stones  of  Ramah,  and  the  timber  thereof, 
wherewith  Baasha  was  building;  and  he  built  there- 
with Geba  and  Mizpah. 

^And  at  that  time  Hanani  the  seer  came  to  Asa 
king  of  Judah,  and  said  unto  him.  Because  thou  hast 
relied  on  the  king  of  Syria,  and  not  relied  on  the 
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Lord  thy  God,  therefore  is  the  host  of  the  king  of 
Syria  escaped  out  of  thine  hand.  ^Were  not  the 
Ethiopians  and  the  Lubims  *a  huge  host,  B.eh.  in  abundance. 
with  very  many  chariots  and  horsemen?  yet,  because 
thou  didst  rely  on  the  Lord,  he  dehvered  them  into 
thine  hand.  ^For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and 
fro  throughout  the  whole  earth,  *to  shew  ^\trt{ll%'!^ 
himself  strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whose  heart  is 
perfect  toward  him.  Herein  thou  hast  done  foolishly : 
therefore  from  henceforth  thou  shalt  have  wars. 

'°  Then  Asa  was  wroth  with  the  seer,  and  put  him 
in  a  prison  house ;  for  he  was  in  a  rage  with  him  be- 
cause of  this  fJiing.  And  Asa  *  oppressed  neh.  crushed, 
some  of  the  people  the  same  time. 

"And,  behold,  the  acts  of  Asa,  first  and  last,  lo, 
they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah 
and  Israel. 

'"And  Asa  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign 
was  diseased  in  his  feet,  until  his  disease  was  exceed- 
ing great:  yet  in  his  disease  he  sought  not  to  the 
Lord,  but  to  the  physicians.  '^And  Asa  slept  with 
his  fathers,  and  died  in  the  one  and  fortieth  year  of 
his  reign.  '^And  they  buried  him  in  his  own  sepul- 
chres, which  he  had  *  made  for  himself  in  the  Heb.  digged. 
city  of  David,  and  laid  him  in  the  bed  which  was  filled 
with  sweet  odours  and  divers  kinds  of  sjnces  prepared 
by  the  apothecaries'  art :  and  they  made  a  very  great 
burning  for  him. 

XYIL  And  Jehoshaphat  his  son  reigned  in  his 
stead,  and  strengthened  himself  against  Israel.  'And 
he  placed  forces  in  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  and 
set  garrisons  in  the  land  of  Judah,  and  in  the  cities  of 
Ephraim,  which  Asa  his  father  had  taken.  ^And  the 
Lord  was  with  Jehoshaphat,  because  he  walked  in  the 
first  ways  *of  his  father  David,  and  sought  ^';,:^ofmllt 
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not  unto  Baalim;  *but  sought  to  the  LOBD  God  of 
his  father,  and  walked  in  his  commandments,  and 
not  after  the  doings  of  Israel.  ^  Therefore  the  Lord 
stablished  the  kingdom  in  his  hand;  and  all  Judah 
*  brought  to  Jehoshaphat  presents;  and  he  had  ^.eh.gave. 
riches  and  honour  in  abundance.  ^And  his  heart 
*was  lifted  up  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  :  more-  '^^,fo!i'a'^ed. 
over  he  took  away  the  high  places  and  groves  out  of 
Judah. 

^Also  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign  he  sent  to  his 
princes,  even  to  Ben-hail,  and  to  Obadiah,  and  to  Ze- 
chariah,  and  to  Nethaneel,  and  to  Michaiah,  to  teach 
in  the  cities  of  Judah.  ^And  with  them  he  sent  Le- 
vites,  even  Shemaiah,  and  Nethaniah,  and  Zebadiah, 
and  Asahel,  and  Shemiramoth,  and  Jehonathan,  and 
Adonijah,  and  Tobijah,  and  Tob-adonijah,  Levites ; 
and  with  them  Elishama  and  Jehoram,  priests.  ^And 
they  taught  in  Judah,  and  had  the  book  of  the  law  of 
the  Lord  with  them,  and  went  about  throughout  all 
the  cities  of  Judah,  and  taught  the  people. 

'°And  the  fear  of  the  Lord  *fell  upon  all  s.eh.was. 
the  kingdoms  of  the  lands  that  were  round  about 
Judah,  so  that  they  made  no  war  against  Jehoshaphat. 
"Also  some  of  the  Philistines  brought  Jehoshaphat 
presents,  and  tribute  silver;  and  the  Arabians  brought 
him  flocks,  seven  thousand  and  seven  hundred  rams, 
and  seven  thousand  and  seven  hundred  he  goats. 
'^And  Jehoshaphat  waxed  great  exceedingly;  and  he 
built  in  Judah  *  castles,  and  cities  of  store,  ov,  palaces. 
'^And  he  had  much  business  in  the  cities  of  Judah: 
and  the  men  of  war,  mighty  men  of  valour,  were  in 
Jerusalem. 

'''And  these  are  the  numbers  of  them  according  to 
the  house  of  their  fathers :  Of  Judah,  the  captains  of 
thousands  :   Adnah  the  chief,  and  with  him  mighty 
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men  of  valour  three  hundred  thousand.  '^And  *next 
to  him  icas  Jehohanan  the  captain,  and  with  ^^L«l^'* 
him  two  hundred  and  fourscore  thousand.  '^And  next 
him  was  Amasiah  the  son  of  Zichri,  who  willingly 
offered  himself  unto  the  Lord;  and  with  him  two 
hundred  thousand  mighty  men  of  valour.  '^And  of 
Benjamin ;  EHada  a  mighty  man  of  valour,  and  mth 
him  armed  men  with  bow  and  shield  two  hundred 
thousand.  '^And  next  him  loas  Jehozabad,  and  with 
him  an  hundred  and  fourscore  thousand  ready  pre- 
pared for  the  war.  '^  These  waited  on  the  king, 
beside  those  whom  the  king  put  in  the  fenced  cities 
throuo^hout  all  Judah. 

XYIII.  Now  Jehoshaphat  had  riches  and  honour 
in  abundance,  and  joined  affinity  with  Ahab.  'And 
*  after  certain  years  he  went  down  to  Ahab  ^^^/J^Sr"'' 
to  Samaria.  And  Ahab  killed  sheep  and  oxen  for 
him  in  abundance,  and  for  the  people  that  he  had  with 
him,  and  persuaded  him  to  go  up  idth  him  to  Ramoth- 
gilead.  ^And  Ahab  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehosha- 
phat king  of  Judah,  Wilt  thou  go  with  me  to  Ramoth- 
gilead?  And  he  answered  him,  I  am  as  thou  ai%  and 
my  people  as  thy  people ;  and  ive  ivill  he  with  thee  in 
the  war. 

^And  Jehoshaphat  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel, 
Enquire,  I  pray  thee,  at  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  day. 
^  Therefore  the  king  of  Israel  gathered  together  of 
prophets  four  hundred  men,  and  said  unto  them,  Shall 
we  go  to  Ramoth-gilead  to  battle,  or  shall  I  forbear? 
And  they  said.  Go  up;  for  God  will  deliver  it  into  the 
king's  hand. 

^  But  Jehoshaphat  said.  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet 
of  the  Lord  *  besides,  that  we  might  enquire  of  ort^m' 
him?  ^And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat, 
There  is  yet  one  man,  by  whom  we  may  enquire  of 
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the  Lord  :  but  I  hate  him ;  for  he  never  prophesied 
good  unto  me,  but  always  evil:  the  same  is  Slicaiah 
the  son  of  Imla.  And  Jehoshaphat  said,  Let  not  the 
king  say  so.  ^And  the  king  of  Israel  called  for  one  of 
his  *  officers,  and  said,  *  Fetch  quickly  Micaiah  ueCSadln. 
the  son  of  Lnla. 

^And  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  king  of 
Judah  sat  either  of  them  on  his  throne,  clothed  in 
their  robes,  and  they  sat  in  a  *void  place  at  the  or,>or. 
entering  in  of  the  gate  of  Samaria :  and  all  the  pro- 
phets prophesied  before  them.  '°And  Zedekiah  the 
son  of  Chenaanah  had  made  him  horns  of  iron,  and 
said.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  With  these  thou  shalt  push 
Syria  until  *they  be  consumed.  "And  all  ^:L??w" 
the  prophets  prophesied  so,  saying,  Go  up  to  Kamoth- 
gilead,  and  prosper :  for  the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into 
the  hand  of  the  king. 

'''And  the  messenger  that  went  to  call  Micaiah 
spake  to  him,  saying.  Behold,  the  words  of  the  pro- 
phets declare  good  to  the  king  *with  one  ^^^^Jm"''' 
assent;  let  thy  word  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  be  like 
one  of  their's,  and  speak  thou  good.  '^And  Micaiah 
said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  even  what  my  God  saith, 
that  will  I  speak. 

'"*  And  when  he  was  come  to  the  king,  the  king  said 
unto  him,  Micaiah,  shall  we  go  to  Ramoth-gilead  to 
battle,  or  shall  I  forbear?  And  he  said.  Go  ye  up,  and 
prosper,  and  they  shall  be  delivered  into  your  hand. 
'^And  the  king  said  to  him.  How  many  times  shall  I 
adjure  thee  that  thou  say  nothing  but  the  truth  to  me 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ? 

'^  Then  he  said,  I  did  see  all  Israel  scattered  upon 
the  mountains,  as  sheep  that  have  no  shepherd:  and 
the  Lord  said,  These  have  no  master ;  let  them  return 
therefore  every  man  to  his  house  in  peace.     '^And  the 
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king  of  Israel  said  to  Jehosliaphat,  Did  I  not  tell  tliee 
that  he  would  not  prophesy  good  unto  me,  *but  ^"''evuf"'' 
evil? 

'^  Again  he  said,  Therefore  hear  the  word  of  the 
Loed;  I  saw  the  Lord  sitting  upon  his  throne,  and 
all  the  host  of  heaven  standing  on  his  right  hand  and 
on  his  left.  '^And  the  Lord  said.  Who  shall  entice 
Ahab  king  of  Israel,  that  he  may  go  up  and  fall  at 
Ramoth-gilead  ?  And  one  spake  saying  after  this 
manner,  and  another  saying  after  that  manner.  '°Then 
there  came  out  a  spirit,  and  stood  before  the  Lord, 
and  said,  I  will  entice  him.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
him.  Wherewith?  ''And  he  said,  I  will  go  out,  and  be 
a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets.  And 
the  LORI)  said,  Thou  shalt  entice  him,^  and  thou  shalt 
also  prevail :  go  out,  and  do  even  so.  "  Now  therefore, 
behold,  the  Lord  hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth 
of  these  thy  prophets,  and  the  Lord  hath  spoken  evil 
against  thee. 

'^  Then  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah  came  near, 
and  smote  Micaiah  upon  the  cheek,  and  said.  Which 
way  went  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  from  me  to  speak 
unto  thee  ?  '*And  Micaiah  said.  Behold,  thou  shalt  see 
on  that  day  when  thou  shalt  go  *into  *an  ?o'c/X!^HeK 
inner  chamber  to  hide  thyself.  ?Aa"'**  '"  "^ 

'^  Then  the  king  of  Israel  said.  Take  ye  Micaiah,  and 
carry  him  back  to  Amon  the  governor  of  the  city,  and 
to  Joash  the  king's  son;  '^and  say.  Thus  saith  the 
king.  Put  this  fellow  in  the  prison,  and  feed  him  with 
bread  of  affliction  and  with  water  of  affliction,  until  I 
return  in  peace.  '^And  Micaiah  said.  If  thou  certainly 
return  in  peace,  then  hath  not  the  Lord  spoken  by  me. 
And  he  said.  Hearken,  all  ye  people. 

"^  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of 
Judah  went  up  to  Ramoth-gilead.     '^And  the  king  of 
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Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  I  will  disguise  myself, 
and  will  go  to  the  battle;  but  put  thou  on  thy  robes. 
So  the  king  of  Israel  disguised  himself;  and  they  went 
to  the  battle.  ^°  Now  the  king  of  Syria  had  commanded 
the  captains  of  the  chariots  that  were  with  him,  saying, 
Fight  ye  not  with  small  or  great,  save  only  with  the 
king  of  Israel.  ^'And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
captains  of  the  chariots  saw  Jehoshaphat,  that  they 
said.  It  is  the  king  of  Israel.  Therefore  they  com- 
passed about  him  to  fight :  but  Jehoshaphat  cried  out, 
and  the  Lord  helped  him;  and  God  moved  them  to 
depart  from  him.  ^'  For  it  came  to  pass,  that,  when 
the  captains  of  the  chariots  perceived  that  it  was  not 
the  king  of  Israel,  they  turned  back  again  *from  ^af^e/lim. 
pursuing  him. 

^^  And  a  certain  man  drew  a  bow  *at  a  ven-  ^tmpii^ity^ 
ture,  and  smote  the  king  of  Israel  *be-  ^tt!:^Zt:eSp:^'' 
tween  the  joints  of  the  harness :  therefore  he  said  to 
his  chariot  man.  Turn  thine  hand,  that  thou  mayest 
carry  me  out  of  the  host;  for  I  am  *  wounded.  ^^^liT'^^ 
^"^And  the  battle  increased  that  day :  howbeit  the  king 
of  Israel  stayed  himself  up  in  his  chariot  against  the 
Syrians  until  the  even :  and  about  the  time  of  the  sun 
going  down  he  died. 

XIX.  And  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  returned 
to  his  house  in  peace  to  Jerusalem.  ^And  Jehu  the 
son  of  Hanani  the  seer  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  said 
to  king  Jehoshaphat,  Shouldest  thou  help  the  ungodly, 
and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lord  ?  therefore  is  wrath 
upon  thee  from  before  the  Lord.  ^  Nevertheless  there 
are  good  things  found  in  thee,  in  that  thou  hast  taken 
away  the  groves  out  of  the  land,  and  hast  prepared 
thine  heart  to  seek  God. 

"^And  Jehoshaphat  dwelt  at  Jerusalem:  and  *he 
went  out  again  through  the  people  from  ^fnd^^entZX'^ 
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Beer-sheba  to  mount   Epliraim,    and   brought  them 
back  unto  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers. 

^And  he  set  judges  in  the  land  throughout  all  the 
fenced  cities  of  Juclah,  city  by  city,  '^ancl  said  to  the 
judges,  Take  heed  what  ye  do:  for  ye  judge  not  for 
man,  but  for  the  Lord,  who  is  with  you  *in  °t/>^^'wT/^''* 
the  judgment.  ^  Wherefore  now  let  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  be  upon  you  ;  take  heed  and  do  it :  for  there  is 
no  iniquity  Avith  the  Lord  our  God,  nor  respect  of 
persons,  nor  taking  of  gifts. 

^  Moreover  in  Jerusalem  did  Jehoshaphat  set  of  the 
Levites,  and  of  the  priests,  and  of  the  chief  of  the 
fathers  of  Israel,  for  the  judgment  of  the  Lord,  and 
for  controversies,  when  they  returned  to  Jerusalem. 
^And  he  charged  them,  saying.  Thus  shall  ye  do  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  faithfully,  and  with  a  perfect 
heart.  '°And  what  cause  soever  shall  come  to  you  of 
your  brethren  that  dwell  in  their  cities,  between  blood 
and  blood,  between  law  and  commandment,  statutes 
and  judgments,  ye  shall  even  warn  them  that  they 
trespass  not  against  the  Lord,  and  so  wrath  come 
upon  you,  and  upon  your  brethren:  this  do,  and  ye 
shall  not  trespass.  "And,  behold,  Amariah  the  chief 
priest  is  over  you  in  all  matters  of  the  Lord;  and 
Zebadiah  the  son  of  Ishmael,  the  ruler  of  the  house  of 
Judab,  for  all  the  king's  matters  :  also  the  Levites 
shall  be  officers  before  you.  *  Deal  courage-  ^llg^anddT!' 
ously,  and  the  Lord  shall  be  with  the  good. 

XX.  It  came  to  pass  after  this  also,  that  the  children 
of  Moab,  and  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  with  them 
other  beside  the  Ammonites,  came  against  Jehoshaphat 
to  battle.  ^  Then  there  came  some  that  told  Jehosha- 
phat, saying.  There  cometh  a  great  multitude  against 
thee  from  beyond  the  sea  on  this  side  Syria ;  and, 
behold,  they  be  in  Hazazon-tamar,  which  is  En-gedi. 
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^And  Jehoshaphat  feared,  and  set  *  himself  to  Heb.  usface. 
seek  the  Lokd,  and  proclaimed  a  fast  throughout  all 
Judah.  '^And  Judah  gathered  themselves  together,  to 
ask  lielj)  of  the  Lord  :  even  out  of  all  the  cities  of 
Judah  they  came  to  seek  the  Lord. 

^And  Jehoshaphat  stood  in  the  congregation  of 
Judah  and  Jerusalem,  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
before  the  new  court,  ^  and  said,  0  Lord  God  of  our 
fathers,  art  not  thou  God  in  heaven?  and  rulest  not 
thou  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  heathen?  and  in 
thine  hand  is  there  not  power  and  might,  so  that  none 
is  able  to  withstand  thee?  "^ Art  not  thou  our  God, 
*wlio  didst  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  this  land  Heb.  tuu. 
before  thy  people  Israel,  and  gavest  it  to  the  seed  of 
Abraham  thy  friend  for  ever?  ^And  they  dwelt 
therein,  and  have  built  thee  a  sanctuary  therein  for 
thy  name,  saying,  ^  If,  when  evil  cometh  upon  us,  as 
the  sword,  judgment,  or  pestilence,  or  famine,  we  stand 
before  this  house,  and  in  thy  presence,  (for  thy  name 
is  in  this  house,)  and  cry  unto  thee  in  our  affliction, 
then  thou  wilt  hear  and  help.  '°And  now,  behold,  the 
children  of  Ammon,  and  Moab,  and  mount  Seir,  whom 
thou  wouldest  not  let  Israel  invade,  when  they  came 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  they  turned  from  them, 
and  destroyed  them  not;  "behold,  /  say^  how  they 
reward  us,  to  come  to  cast  us  out  of  thy  possession, 
which  thou  hast  given  us  to  inherit.  ''  0  our  God, 
wilt  thou  not  judge  them  ?  for  we  have  no  might 
against  this  great  company  that  cometh  against  us  ; 
neither  know  we  what  to  do :  but  our  eyes  are  upon 
thee. 

'^And  all  Judah  stood  before  the  Lord,  with  their 
little  ones,  their  wives,  and  their  children. 

^^  Then  upon  Jahaziel  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son 
of  Benaiah,  the  son  of  Jeiel,  the  son  of  Mattaniah,  a 
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Levite  of  the  sons  of  Asaph,  came  the  Spirit  of  the 
LoKD  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation ;  '^  and  he  said, 
Hearken  ye,  all  Judah,  and  ye  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  thou  king  Jehoshaphat,  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  unto  you.  Be  not  afraid  nor  dismayed  by  reason 
of  this  great  multitude;  for  the  battle  is  not  yours, 
but  God's.  '^  To  morrow  go  ye  down  against  them : 
behold,  they  come  up  by  the  *  cliff  of  Ziz;  and  ^eh.  accent. 
ye  shall  find  them  at  the  end  of  the  *  brook,  or,  vaiiey. 
before  the  wilderness  of  Jeruel.  '^  Ye  shall  not  ?ieed 
to  fight  in  this  battle:  set  yourselves,  stand  ye  stilly 
and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord  with  you,  0  Judah 
and  Jerusalem :  fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed ;  to  morrow 
go  out  against  them :  for  the  Lord  will  be  with  you. 
'^And  Jehoshaphat  bowed  his  head  with  his  face  to 
the  ground :  and  all  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem  fell  before  the  Lord,  Avorshipping  the 
Lord.  '^  And  the  Levites,  of  the  children  of  the 
Kohathites,  and  of  the  children  of  the  Korhites,  stood 
up  to  praise  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  with  a  loud  voice 
on  high. 

^'And  they  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  went 
forth  into  the  wilderness  of  Tekoa :  and  as  they  went 
forth,  Jehoshaphat  stood  and  said.  Hear  me,  0  Judah, 
and  ye  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem;  Believe  in  the  Lord 
your  God,  so  shall  ye  be  established ;  believe  his  pro- 
phets, so  shall  ye  prosper.  ""And  when  he  had  con- 
sulted with  the  people,  he  appointed  singers  unto  the 
Lord,  and  *that  should  praise  the  beauty  of  ^eh.  praisers. 
holiness,  as  they  went  out  before  the  army,  and  to  say, 
Praise  the  Lord  ;  for  his  mercy  encluretli  for  ever. 

"  *And  when  they  began  *to  sing  and  to  ^■t£^i^,p, 
praise,  the  Lord  set  ambushments  against  ^^^and%rat'f"'^ 
the  children  of  Ammon,  Moab,  and  mount  Seir,  which 
were  come  against  Judah  ;   and  *they  were  ^ontaZXer! 
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smitten.  '^  For  the  children  of  Ammon  and  Moab 
stood  up  against  the  inhabitants  of  mount  Seir,  utterly 
to  slay  and  destroy  them :  and  when  they  had  made 
an  end  of  the  inhabitants  of  Seir,  every  one  helped 

*  to  destroy  another.  S;SoJ^ 

'"^And  when  Judah  came  toward  the  watch  tower 
in  the  wilderness,  they  looked  unto  the  multitude, 
and,  behold,  they  were  dead  bodies  fallen  to  the  earth, 
and  *none  escaped.  ^'And  when  Jehosha-  fot'a^^eTca^ing. 
phat  and  his  people  came  to  take  away  the  spoil  of 
them,  they  found  among  them  in  abundance  both 
riches  with  the  dead  bodies,  and  precious  jewels, 
which  they  stripped  off  for  themselves,  more  than 
they  could  carry  away :  and  they  were  three  days  in 
gathering  of  the  spoil,  it  was  so  much.  *^And  on  the 
fourth  day  they  assembled  themselves  in  the  valley  of 

*  Berachah  ;  for  there  they  blessed  the  Lord  :  Kj,i^: 
therefore  the  name  of  the  same  place  was  called.  The 
valley  of  Berachah,  unto  this  day. 

'^  Then  they  returned,  every  man  of  Judah  and 
Jerusalem,  and  Jehoshaphat  in  the  *  forefront  Heb.Aead. 
of  them,  to  go  again  to  Jerusalem  with  joy,  for  the 
Lord  had  made  them  to  rejoice  over  their  enemies. 
""^And  they  came  to  Jerusalem  with  psalteries  and 
harps  and  trumpets  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
^^  And  the  fear  of  God  was  on  all  the  kingdoms  of 
those  countries,  when  they  had  heard  that  the  Lord 
fouo;ht  ao^ainst  the  enemies  of  Israel.  ^°  So  the  realm 
of  Jehoshaphat  was  quiet :  for  his  God  gave  him  rest 
round  about. 

^'  And  Jehoshaphat  reigned  over  Judah  :  he  was 
thirty  and  five  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
he  reigned  twenty  and  five  years  in  Jerusalem.  And 
his  mother's  name  loas  Azubah  the  daughter  of  Shilhi. 
^'And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  Asa  his  father,  and 
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departed  not  from  it,  doing  that  which  was  right  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord.  ^'  Howbeit  the  high  places 
were  not  taken  away:  for  as  yet  the  people  had  not 
prepared  their  hearts  unto  the  God  of  their  fathers. 

'^  Xow  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoshaphat,  first  and 
last,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  *book  of  Heb.  words. 
Jehu  the  son  of  Hanani,  who  *is  mentioned  '^foZTenT'^' 
in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

"And  after  this  did  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah 
join  himself  with  Ahaziah  king  of  Israel,  who  did 
very  wickedly :  "^  and  he  joined  himself  with  him  to 
make  ships  to  go  to  Tarshish :  and  they  made  the 
ships  in  Ezion-gaber.  ^^  Then  Eliezer  the  son  of  Do- 
da  vah  of  Mareshah  prophesied  against  Jehoshaphat, 
saying,  Because  thou  hast  joined  thyself  with  Ahaziah, 
the  Lord  hath  broken  thy  works.  And  the  ships  were 
broken,  that  they  were  not  able  to  go  to  Tarshish. 

XXI.  Xow  Jehoshaphat  slept  with  his  fathers,  and 
was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David. 

And  Jehoram  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead.  'And 
he  had  brethren  the  sons  of  Jehoshaphat,  Azariah,  and 
Jehiel,  and  Zechariah,  and  Azariah,  and  Michael,  and 
Shephatiah  :  all  these  ivere  the  sons  of  Jehoshaphat 
king  of  Israel.  ^And  their  father  gave  them  great 
gifts  of  silver,  and  of  gold,  and  of  precious  things, 
with  fenced  cities  in  Judah:  but  the  kingdom  gave 
he  to  Jehoram;  because  he  was  the  firstborn.  "  Xow 
when  Jehoram  was  risen  up  to  the  kingdom  of  his 
father,  he  strengthened  himself,  and  slew  all  his 
brethren  with  the  sword,  and  divers  also  of  the 
princes  of  Israel. 

^Jehoram  was  thirty  and  two  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  eight  years  in  Jeru- 
salem. "^And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of 
Israel,  like  as  did  the  house  of  Ahab :   for  he  had  the 
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daughter  of  Ahab  to  wife :  and  he  wrought  that  which 
was  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  ^  Howbeit  the  Lord 
would  not  destroy  the  house  of  David,  because  of  the 
covenant  that  he  had  made  with  David,  and  as  he 
promised  to  give  a  *  light  to  him  and  to  his  orfcJS' 
sons  for  ever. 

^  In  his  days  the  Edomites  revolted  from  under  the 
*  dominion  of  Judah,  and  made  themselves  a  Heb.A««i. 
king.  '  Then  Jehoram  went  forth  with  his  princes, 
and  all  his  chariots  with  him:  and  he  rose  up  by 
night,  and  smote  the  Edomites  which  compassed  him 
in,  and  the  captains  of  the  chariots.  '°  So  the  Edomites 
revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah  unto  this  day. 
The  same  time  also  did  Libnah  revolt  from  under 
his  hand ;  because  he  had  forsaken  the  Lord  God  of 
his  fathers. 

"  Moreover  he  made  high  places  in  the  mountains 
of  Judah,  and  caused  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
to  commit  fornication,  and  compelled  Judah  thereto. 
"And  there  came  a  writing  to  him  from  Elijah  the 
prophet,  saying.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  David 
thy  father.  Because  thou  hast  not  walked  in  the  ways 
of  Jehoshaphat  thy  father,  nor  in  the  ways  of  Asa 
king  of  Judah,  '^  but  hast  walked  in  the  way  of  the 
kings  of  Israel,  and  hast  made  Judah  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Jerusalem  to  go  a  whoring,  like  to  the  whore- 
doms of  the  house  of  Ahab,  and  also  hast  slain  thy 
brethren  of  thy  father's  house,  which  were  better  than 
thyself:  ''behold,  with  *a  great  plague  will  ^'^tZir' 
the  Lord  smite  thy  people,  and  thy  children,  and  thy 
wives,  and  all  thy  goods :  '^  and  thou  shalt  have  great 
sickness  by  disease  of  thy  bowels,  until  thy  bowels 
fall  out  by  reason  of  the  sickness  day  by  day. 

'^  Moreover  the  Lord  stirred  up  against  Jehoram 
the  spirit  of  the  Philistines,  and  of  the  Arabians,  that 
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ii^ere  near  the  Ethiopians :  '^  and  they  came  up  into 
Judah,  and  brake  into  it,  and  *  carried  away  ^^eapuvl^"^ 
all  the  substance  that  was  found  in  the  king's  house, 
and  his  sons  also,  and  his  wives;  so  that  there  was 
never  a  son  left  him,  save  *  Jehoahaz,  the  or,  Ahaziak. 
youngest  of  his  sons.  '^And  after  all  this  the  Lord 
smote  him  in  his  bowels  with  an  incurable  disease. 
'^And  it  came  to  pass,  that  in  process  of  time,  after 
the  end  of  two  years,  his  bowels  fell  out  by  reason  of 
his  sickness:  so  he  died  of  sore  diseases.  And  his 
people  made  no  burning  for  him,  like  the  burning 
of  his  fathers.  ^°  Thirty  and  two  years  old  was  he 
when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  in  Jerusalem 
eight  years,  and  departed  *  without  being  de-  ^^^delt-f"''* 
sired.  Howbeit  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David, 
but  not  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings. 

XXII.  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  made 
Ahaziah  his  youngest  son  king  in  his  stead:  for  the 
band  of  men  that  came  with  the  Arabians  to  the  camp 
had  slain  all  the  eldest.  So  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Jeho- 
ram  king  of  Judah  reigned.  ^  Forty  and  two  years  old 
teas  Ahaziah  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned 
one  year  in  Jerusalem.  His  mother's  name  also  ivas 
Athaliah  the  daughter  of  Omri.  ^  He  also  walked  in 
the  ways  of  the  house  of  Ahab :  for  his  mother  was 
his  counsellor  to  do  wickedly.  ^  Wherefore  he  did  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  like  the  house  of  Ahab :  for 
they  were  his  counsellors  after  the  death  of  his  father 
to  his  destruction.  '  He  walked  also  after  their  coun- 
sel, and  went  with  Jehoram  the  son  of  Ahab  king 
of  Israel  to  war  against  Hazael  king  of  Syria  at 
Ramoth-gilead :  and  the  Syrians  smote  Joram.  ^xlnd 
he  returned  to  be  healed  in  Jezreel  because  of  the 
wounds  *  which  were  given  him  at  Ramah,  ^'\-otl7hUn!''^ 
when  he  fought  with  Hazael  king  of  Syria. 
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And  Azariah  the  son  of  Jehoram  king  of  Judah 
went  down  to  see  Jehoram  the  son  of  Ahab  at  Jezreel, 
because  he  was  sick.  ^And  the  *  destruction  ^^^'/ol^^'"^ 
of  Ahaziah  was  of  God  by  coming  to  Joram :  for  when 
he  was  come,  he  went  out  with  Jehoram  against  Jehu 
the  son  of  Nimshi,  whom  the  Lord  had  anointed  to 
cut  off  the  house  of  Ahab.  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  that, 
when  Jehu  was  executing  judgment  upon  the  house 
of  Ahab,  and  found  the  princes  of  Judah,  and  the  sons 
of  the  brethren  of  Ahaziah,  that  ministered  to  Aha- 
ziah, he  slew  them.  ^And  he  sought  Ahaziah:  and 
they  caught  him,  (for  he  was  hid  in  Samaria,)  and 
brought  him  to  Jehu :  and  when  they  had  slain  him, 
they  buried  him:  Because,  said  they,  he  is  the  son 
of  Jehoshaphat,  who  sought  the  Lord  with  all  his 
heart. 

So  the  house  of  Ahaziah  had  no  power  to  keep  still 
the  kingdom.  '°  But  when  Athaliah  the  mother  of 
Ahaziah  saw  that  her  son  was  dead,  she  arose  and 
destroyed  all  the  seed  royal  of  the  house  of  Judah. 
"  But  Jehoshabeath,  the  daughter  of  the  king,  took 
Joash  the  son  of  Ahaziah,  and  stole  him  from  among 
the  king's  sons  that  were  slain,  and  put  him  and  his 
nurse  in  a  bed  chamber.  So  Jehoshabeath,  the  daugh- 
ter of  king  Jehoram,  the  wife  of  Jehoiada  the  priest, 
(for  she  was  the  sister  of  Ahaziah,)  hid  him  from 
Athaliah,  so  that  she  slew  him  not.  '^And  he  was 
with  them  hid  in  the  house  of  God  six  years :  and 
Athaliah  reigned  over  the  land. 

XXIII.  And  in  the  seventh  year  Jehoiada  streng- 
thened himself,  and  took  the  captains  of  hundreds, 
Azariah  the  son  of  Jehoram,  and  Ishmael  the  son  of 
Jehohanan,  and  Azariah  the  son  of  Obed,  and  Maaseiah 
the  son  of  Adaiah,  and  Elishaphat  the  son  of  Zichri, 
into  covenant  with  him.     *And  they  went  about  in 
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Juclah,  and  gathered  the  Levites  out  of  all  the  cities 
of  Judah,  and  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Israel,  and 
they  came  to  Jerusalem.  ^And  all  the  congregation 
made  a  covenant  with  the  king  in  the  house  of  God. 
And  he  said  unto  them,  Behold,  the  king's  son  shall 
reign,  as  the  Lord  hath  said  of  the  sons  of  David. 
""  This  is  the  thing  that  ye  shall  do ;  A  third  part 
of  you  entering  on  the  sabbath,  of  the  priests  and  of 
the  Levites,  shall  he  porters  of  the  *  doors;  's.eh.  thresholds. 
'  and  a  third  part  shall  be  at  the  king's  house ;  and 
a  third  part  at  the  gate  of  the  foundation :  and  all  the 
23eople  shall  he  in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
^  But  let  none  come  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  save 
the  priests,  and  they  that  minister  of  the  Levites; 
they  shall  go  in,  for  they  are  holy :  but  all  the  people 
shall  keep  the  watch  of  the  Lord.  ^  And  the  Levites 
shall  compass  the  king  round  about,  every  man  with 
his  weapons  in  his  hand;  and  whosoever  else  cometh 
into  the  house,  he  shall  be  put  to  death :  but  be  ye 
with  the  king  when  he  cometh  in,  and  when  he  goeth 
out. 

^  So  the  Levites  and  all  Judah  did  according  to  all 
things  that  Jehoiada  the  priest  had  commanded,  and 
took  every  man  his  men  that  were  to  come  in  on  the 
sabbath,  with  them  that  were  to  go  out  on  the  sabbath : 
for  Jehoiada  the  priest  dismissed  not  the  courses. 
^  Moreover  Jehoiada  the  priest  delivered  to  the  cap- 
tains of  hundreds  spears,  and  bucklers,  and  shields, 
that  had  heen  king  David's,  which  icere  in  the  house 
of  God.  '°And  he  set  all  the  people,  every  man  having 
his  weapon  in  his  hand,  from  the  right  *  side  Heb.  shoulder. 
of  the  *  temple  to  the  left  side  of  the  temple,  Heb.  house. 
along  by  the  altar  and  the  temple,  by  the  king  round 
about.  "  Then  they  brought  out  the  king's  son,  and 
put  upon  him  the  crown,  and  gave  him  the  testimony, 

H.  9. 
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and   made   him   kinf]^  :    and   Jehoiada   and   his    sons 
anointed  him,  and  said,  *God  save  the  king.      ^un^uJ^^ 

"  Now  when  Athahah  heard  the  noise  of  the  people 
running  and  praising  the  king,  she  came  to  the  people 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  '^  and  she  looked,  and 
behold,  the  king  stood  at  his  pillar  at  the  entering  in, 
and  the  princes  and  the  trumpets  by  the  king:  and 
all  the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced,  and  sounded  with 
trumpets,  also  the  singers  with  instruments  of  musick, 
and  such  as  taught  to  sing  praise.  Then  Athaliah 
rent  her  clothes,  and  said,  *  Treason,  Trea-  ^q\>.  conspiracy. 
son.  ^^  Then  Jehoiada  the  priest  brought  out  the 
captains  of  hundreds  that  were  set  over  the  host,  and 
said  unto  them.  Have  her  forth  of  the  ranges:  and 
whoso  folio weth  her  let  him  be  slain  with  the  sword. 
For  the  priest  said.  Slay  her  not  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  '^  So  they  laid  hands  on  her ;  and  when  she 
was  come  to  the  entering  of  the  horse  gate  by  the 
king's  house,  they  slew  her  there. 

'^And  Jehoiada  made  a  covenant  between  him,  and 
between  all  the  people,  and  between  the  king,  that 
they  should  be  the  Lord's  people.  '^  Then  all  the 
people  went  to  the  house  of  Baal,  and  brake  it  down, 
and  brake  his  altars  and  his  images  in  pieces,  and  slew 
Mattan  the  priest  of  Baal  before  the  altars.  '^Also 
Jehoiada  appointed  the  offices  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord  by  the  hand  of  the  priests  the  Levites,  whom 
David  had  distributed  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to 
offer  the  burnt  offerings  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  written 
in  the  law  of  Moses,  with  rejoicing  and  with  singing, 
as  it  was  ordained  *by  David.  ^^And  he  ^^V^lt?""'* 
set  the  porters  at  the  gates  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
that  none  wliich  was  unclean  in  any  thing  should  enter 
in.  '°And  he  took  the  captains  of  hundreds,  and  the 
nobles,  and  the  governors  of  the  people,  and  all  the 
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people  of  the  land,  and  brought  down  the  king  from 
the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  they  came  through  the 
high  gate  into  the  king's  house,  and  set  the  king  upon 
the  throne  of  the  kingdom.  ^'And  all  the  people  of 
the  land  rejoiced:  and  the  city  was  quiet,  after  that 
they  had  slain  Athaliah  with  the  sword. 
•  XXIY.  JoASH  ivas  seven  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  forty  years  in  Jerusalem. 
His  mother's  name  also  loas  Zibiah  of  Beer-sheba. 
""And  Joash  did  that  ivhich  teas  right  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Jehoiada  the  priest.  ^And 
Jehoiada  took  for  him  two  wives :  and  he  begat  sons 
and  daughters. 

"^And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Joash  was 
minded  *to  repair  the  house  of  the  Lord.  B.eh.  to  renew. 
^And  he  gathered  together  the  priests  and  thii  Levites, 
and  said  to  them.  Go  out  unto  the  cities  of  Judah, 
and  gather  of  all  Israel  money  to  repair  the  house  of 
your  God  from  year  to  year,  and  see  that  ye  hasten 
the  matter.     Howbeit  the  Levites  hastened  it  not. 

^And  the  king  called  for  Jehoiada  the  chief,  and 
said  unto  him,  Why  hast  thou  not  required  of  the 
Levites  to  bring  in  out  of  Judah  and  out  of  Jerusalem 
the  collection,  according  to  the  commandment  of  Moses 
the  servant  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  congregation  of 
Israel,  for  the  tabernacle  of  witness?  ^For  the  sons 
of  Athaliah,  that  wicked  woman,  had  broken  up  the 
house  of  God ;  and  also  all  the  dedicated  things  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  did  they  bestow  upon  Baalim. 
^AncJ  at  the  king's  commandment  they  made  a  chest, 
and  set  it  without  at  the  gate  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  ^xind  they  made  *a  proclamation  through  ^„^J;" 
Judah  and  Jerusalem,  to  bring  in  to  the  Lord  the 
collection  that  Moses  the  servant  of  God  laid  upon 
Israel  in  the  wilderness.     '"And  all  the  princes  and  all 
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the  people  rejoiced,  and  brought  in,  and  cast  into  the 
chest,  until  they  had  made  an  end. 

"  Now  it  came  to  pass,  that  at  what  time  the  chest 
was  brought  unto  the  king's  office  by  the  hand  of  the 
Levites,  and  when  they  saw  that  there  ivas  much 
money,  the  king's  scribe  and  the  high  priest's  officer 
came  and  emptied  the  chest,  and  took  it,  and  carried- 
it  to  his  place  again.  Thus  they  did  day  by  day,  and 
gathered  money  in  abundance.  ''And  the  king  and 
Jehoiada  gave  it  to  such  as  did  the  work  of  the  service 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  hired  masons  and  car- 
penters to  repair  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  also  such 
as  wrought  iron  and  brass  to  mend  the  house  of  the 
Lord.    '^  So  the  workmen  wrouo^ht,  and  *  the  Heb.  the  heaung 
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the  house  of  God  in  his  state,  and  strengthened  it. 
'"^And  when  they  had  finished  zY,  they  brought  the  rest 
of  the  money  before  the  king  and  Jehoiada,  whereof 
were  made  vessels  for  the  house  of  the  Lord,  even 
vessels  to  minister,  and  *to  offer  ivithal^  and  or.  pesties. 
spoons,  and  vessels  of  gold  and  silver.  And  they 
offered  burnt  offerings  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  con- 
tinually all  the  days  of  Jehoiada. 

'^  But  Jehoiada  waxed  old,  and  was  full  of  days 
when  he  died;  an  hundred  and  thirty  years  old  ivas 
he  when  he  died.  '^And  they  buried  him  in  the  city 
of  David  among  the  kings,  because  he  had  done  good 
in  Israel,  both  toward  God,  and  toward  his  house. 

'^  Now  after  the  death  of  Jehoiada  came  the  princes 
of  Judah,  and  made  obeisance  to  the  king.  The^  the 
king  hearkened  unto  tliem.  '^And  they  left  the  house 
of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  and  served  groves 
and  idols  :  and  wrath  came  upon  Judah  and  Jeru- 
salem for  this  their  trespass.  '^  Yet  he  sent  prophets 
to  them,  to  bring  them  again  unto  the   Lord:  and 
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they  testified  against  tliera,  but  they  would  not  give 
ear. 

^""And  the  Spirit  of  God  *came  upon  Ze-  ^eh.dothed. 
chariah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  the  priest,  which  stood 
above  the  people,  and  said  unto  them.  Thus  saith 
God,  Why  transgress  ye  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  that  ye  cannot  prosper?  because  ye  have  for- 
saken the  Lord,  he  hath  also  forsaken  you.  "'And  they 
conspired  against  him,  and  stoned  him  with  stones  at 
the  commandment  of  the  king  in  the  court  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  "  Thus  Joash  the  kino:  remem- 
bered  not  the  kindness  which  Jehoiada  his  father  had 
done  to  him,  but  slew  his  son.  And  when  he  died,  he 
said,  The  Lord  look  upon  zY,  and  require  it. 

''And  it  came  to  pass  *at  the  end  of  the  ^?L!^?/.;?ar"' 
year,  that  the  host  of  Syria  came  up  against  him :  and 
they  came  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  and  destroyed  all 
the  princes  of  the  people  from  among  the  people,  and 
sent  all  the  spoil  of  them  unto  the  king  of  *  Damascus. 
^^  For  the  army  of  the  Syrians  came  with  a  Heb.  DarmeseJc. 
small  company  of  men,  and  the  Lord  delivered  a  very 
great  host  into  their  hand,  because  they  had  forsaken 
the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  So  they  executed 
judgment  against  Joash. 

"'And  when  they  were  departed  from  him,  (for  they 
left  him  in  great  diseases,)  his  own  servants  conspired 
against  him  for  the  blood  of  the  sons  of  Jehoiada  the 
priest,  and  slew  him  on  his  bed,  and  he  died :  and  they 
buried  him  in  the  city  of  David,  but  they  buried  him 
not  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings.  '^And  these  are 
they  that  conspired  against  him ;  *  Zabad  the  or,  jozackar. 
son  of  Shimeath  an  Ammonitess,  and  Jehozabad  the 
son  of  *  Shimrith  a  Moabitess.  ^''l^ow  coiicern-  or,  shomer. 
ing  his  sons,  and  the  greatness  of  the  burdens  laid 
upon  him,  and  the  *  repairing  of  the  house  of  B.^h.  founding. 
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God,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  *  story  or,  commentary, 
of  the  book  of  the  kings.  And  Amaziah  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

XXV.  Amaziah  was  twenty  and  five  years  old 
wlien  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  twenty  and 
nine  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was 
Jehoaddan  of  Jerusalem.  ^And  he  did  that  which  was 
right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  but  not  with  a  perfect 
heart.  ^  Xow  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  kingdom  was 
*  established  to  him,  that  he  slew  his  servants  ^%riT'^ 
that  had  killed  the  king  his  father.  ""  But  he  slew  not 
their  children,  but  did  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  in  the 
book  of  Moses,  where  the  Lord  commanded,  saying, 
The  fathers  shall  not  die  for  the  children,  neither  shall 
the  children  die  for  the  fathers,  but  every  man  shall 
die  for  his  own  sin. 

^  Moreover  Amaziah  gathered  Judah  together,  and 
made  them  captains  over  thousands,  and  captains  over 
hundreds,  according  to  the  houses  of  their  fathers, 
throughout  all  Judah  and  Benjamin  :  and  he  numbered 
them  from  twenty  years  old  and  above,  and  found  them 
three  hundred  thousand  choice  men^  able  to  go  forth 
to  war,  that  could  handle  spear  and  shield.  ^  He  hired 
also  an  hundred  thousand  mighty  men  of  valour  out 
of  Israel  for  an  hundred  talents  of  silver. 

^But  there  came  a  man  of  God  to  him,  saying,  0 
king,  let  not  the  army  of  Israel  go  with  thee :  for  the 
Lord  is  not  with  Israel,  to  idt^  imth  all  the  children  of 
Ephraim.  ^  But  if  thou  wilt  go,  do  it^  be  strong  for 
the  battle :  God  shall  make  thee  fall  before  the  enemy : 
for  God  hath  power  to  help,  and  to  cast  down.  ^And 
Amaziah  said  to  the  man  of  God,  But  what  shall  we 
do  for  the  hundred  talents  which  I  have  given  to  the 
*army  of  Israel?  And  the  man  of  God  answered,  ^.eh.band. 
The  Lord  is  able  to  give  thee  much  more  than  this. 
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'°  Then  Amaziah  separated  them,  to  wit^  the  army  that 
was  come  to  him  out  of  Ephraira,  to  go  *home  ^^^'piace^!^''' 
again  :  wherefore  their  anger  was  greatly  kindled 
against  Judah,  and  they  returned  home  *in  ^o/a'^i'.''^ 
great  anger. 

''And  Amaziah  strengthened  himself,  and  led  forth 
his  people,  and  went  to  the  valley  of  salt,  and  smote 
of  the  children  of  Seir  ten  thousand.  '"And  other  ten 
thousand  left  alive  did  the  children  of  Judah  carry 
away  captive,  and  brought  them  unto  the  top  of  the 
rock,  and  cast  them  down  from  the  top  of  the  rock, 
that  they  all  were  broken  in  pieces. 

''  But  *the  soldiers  of  the  army  which  Ama-  ^ofth^band! 
ziah  sent  back,  that  they  should  not  go  with  him  to 
battle,  fell  upon  the  cities  of  Judah,  from  Samaria 
even  unto  Beth-horon,  and  smote  three  thousand  of 
them,  and  took  much  spoil. 

'^  Xow  it  came  to  pass,  after  that  Amaziah  was  come 
from  the  slauo^hter  of  the  Edomites,  that  he  brouo^ht 
the  gods  of  the  children  of  Seir,  and  set  them  up  to  be 
his  gods,  and  bowed  down  himself  before  them,  and 
burned  incense  unto  them.  '^Wherefore  the  anger  of 
the  Lord  was  kindled  against  Amaziah,  and  he  sent 
unto  him  a  prophet,  Avhich  said  unto  him.  Why  hast 
thou  sought  after  the  gods  of  the  people,  which  could 
not  deliver  their  own  people  out  of  thine  hand?  '^And 
it  came  to  pass,  as  he  talked  with  him,  that  the  king 
said  unto  him.  Art  thou  made  of  the  king's  counsel  ? 
forbear ;  why  shouldest  thou  be  smitten  ?  Then  the 
prophet  forbare,  and  said,  I  know  that  God  hath  *  de- 
termined to  destroy  thee,  because  thou  hast  seb.  counselled. 
done  this,  and  hast  not  hearkened  unto  my  counsel. 

''  Then  Amaziah  king  of  Judah  took  advice,  and 
sent  to  Joash,  the  son  of  Jehoahaz,  the  son  of  Jehu, 
king  of  Israel,  saying,  Come,  let  us  see  one  another  in 
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the  face.  '^And  Joash  king  of  Israel  sent  to  Amaziah 
king  of  Judah,  saying,  The  *  thistle  that  was  ^"'£"Zrn!^' 
in  Lebanon  sent  to  the  cedar  that  rvas  in  Lebanon, 
saying.  Give  thy  daughter  to  my  son  to  wife:  and 
there  passed  by  *a  wild  beast  that  was  in  ^o/lhe'fiif 
Lebanon,  and  trode  down  the  thistle.  '^  Thou  sayest, 
Lo,  thou  hast  smitten  the  Edomites;  and  thine  heart 
lifteth  thee  up  to  boast:  abide  now  at  home;  why 
shouldest  thou  meddle  to  tlwie  hurt,  that  thou  shouldest 
fall,  even  thou,  and  Judah  with  thee  ?  '°  But  Amaziah 
would  not  hear;  for  it  came  of  God,  that  he  might 
deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies^  because 
they  sought  after  the  gods  of  Edom.  ^'  So  Joash  the 
king  of  Israel  went  up;  and  they  saw  one  another  in 
the  face,  both  he  and  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  at  Beth- 
shemesh,  which  helongeth  to  Judah.  "And  Judah  was 
*  put  to  the  worse  before  Israel,  and  they  fled  Heb.  smitten. 
every  man  to  his  tent.  *^And  Joash  the  king  of  Israel 
took  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  the  son  of  Joash,  the  son 
of  Jehoahaz,  at  Beth-shemesh,  and  brought  him  to 
Jerusalem,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  from 
the  gate  of  Ephraim  to  *the  corner  gate,  four  ^tthat'iMh. 
hundred  cubits.  ""^And  he  took  all  the  gold  and  the 
silver,  and  all  the  vessels  that  were  found  in  the  house 
of  God  with  Obed-edom,  and  the  treasures  of  the 
king's  house,  the  hostages  also,  and  returned  to  Sa- 
maria. 

^^And  Amaziah  the  son  of  Joash  king  of  Judah 
lived  after  the  death  of  Joash  son  of  Jehoahaz  king 
of  Israel  fifteen  years.  ^^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Amaziah,  first  and  last,  behold,  are  they  not  written 
in  the  book  of  tlie  kings  of  Judah  and  Israel  ?  '^  Now 
after  the  time  that  Amaziah  did  turn  away  *from  ^^,!//£;"" 
following  the  Lord  they  *made  a  conspiracy  ^to^'^'X^-'^ 
against  him  in  Jerusalem ;  and  he  fled  to  Lachish :  but 
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they  sent  to  Lachish  after  him,  and  slew  him  there. 
''^And  they  brought  him  upon  horses,  and  buried  him 
with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  *  Judah.  '^^1fi>avid""'^ 

XXYI.  Then  all  the  people  of  Judah  took  *Uzziah, 
who  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  made  him  king  °^;i;l^"" 
in  the  room  of  his  father  Amaziah.  *  He  built  Eloth, 
and  restored  it  to  Judah,  after  that  the  king  slept 
with  his  fathers. 

^  Sixteen  years  old  ivas  Uzziah  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  he  reigned  fifty  and  two  years  in  Jeru- 
salem. His  mother's  name  also  was  Jecoliah  of  Jeru- 
salem. '^And  he  did  that  ivhich  was  rio-ht  in  the  si<yht 
of  the  LoKD,  according  to  all  that  his  father  Amaziah 
did.  ^And  he  sought  God  in  the  days  of  Zechariah, 
who  had  understanding  *in  the  visions  of  ^^^'o/Sod''"'^ 
God:  and  as  long  as  he  sought  the  Lord,  God  made 
him  to  prosper.  ^And  he  went  forth  and  warred  against 
the  Philistines,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of  Gath,  and 
the  wall  of  Jabneh,  and  the  wall  of  Ashdod,  and  built 
cities  *about  Ashdod,  and  among  the  Philis-  ^"'J/'l^S!"''^ 
tines.  ^And  God  helped  him  against  the  Philistines, 
and  against  the  Arabians  that  dwelt  in  Gur-baal,  and 
the  Mehunims.  ^And  the  Ammonites  gave  gifts  to 
Uzziah :  and  his  name  *  spread  abroad  eve?!  to  Heb.  went. 
the  entering  in  of  Egypt ;  for  he  strengthened  himself 
exceedingly. 

^  Moreover  Uzziah  built  towers  in  Jerusalem  at  the 
corner  gate,  and  at  the  valley  gate,  and  at  the  turning 
of  the  wall,  and  *  fortified  them.  '°Also  he  built  ov,  repaired. 
towers  in  the  desert,  and  *  digged  many  ^^''ctufnT.''''^ 
wells  :  for  he  had  much  cattle,  both  in  the  low 
country,  and  in  the  plains :  husbandmen  also,  and  vine 
dressers  in  the  mountains,  and  in  *Carmel:  ^""'/eus^"'^ 
for  he  loved  *  husbandry.  s-eh.  ground. 

"  Moreover  Uzziah  had  an  host  of  fighting  men,  that 
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went  out  to  war  by  bands,  according  to  the  number 
of  their  account  by  the  hand  of  Jehiel  the  scribe  and 
Maaseiah  the  ruler,  under  the  hand  of  Hananiah,  one 
of  the  king's  captains.  ^^  The  whole  number  of  the 
chief  of  the  fathers  of  the  mighty  men  of  valour  ivere 
two  thousand  and  six  hundred.  '^And  under  their 
hand  was  *an  army,  three  hundred  thousand  ^^^anlrmT'' 
and  seven  thousand  and  ^yq  hundred,  that  made  war 
with  mighty  power,  to  help  the  king  against  the 
enemy.  "'And  Uzziah  prepared  for  them  throughout 
all  the  host  shields,  and  spears,  and  helmets,  and 
habergeons,  and  bows,  and  *  slings  to  cast  stones,  ^o/sungs! 
'^And  he  made  in  Jerusalem  engines,  invented  by 
cunning  men,  to  be  on  the  towers  and  upon  the 
bulwarks,  to  shoot  arrows  and  great  stones  withal. 
And  his  name  *  spread  far  abroad ;  for  he  was  ^foJh!"* 
marvellously  helped,  till  he  was  strong. 

'^  But  when  he  was  strong,  his  heart  was  lifted  up 
to  his  destruction  :  for  he  transgressed  against  the 
Lord  his  God,  and  went  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord 
to  burn  incense  upon  the  altar  of  incense.  '^And 
Azariah  the  priest  went  in  after  him,  and  with  him 
fourscore  priests  of  the  Lord,  that  were  valiant  men; 
'^  and  they  withstood  Uzziah  the  king,  and  said  unto 
him.  It  a'ppertaineth  not  unto  thee,  Uzziah,  to  burn 
incense  unto  the  Lord,  but  to  the  priests  the  sons 
of  Aaron,  that  are  consecrated  to  burn  incense:  go 
out  of  the  sanctuary ;  for  thou  hast  trespassed :  neither 
shall  it  he  for  thine  honour  from  the  Lord  God. 

'^  Then  Uzziah  was  wroth,  and  had  a  censer  in  his 
hand  to  burn  incense:  and  while  he  was  wroth  with 
the  priests,  the  leprosy  even  rose  up  in  his  forehead 
before  the  priests  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  from 
beside  the  incense  altar.  '°And  Azariah  the  chief 
priest,  and  all  the  priests,    looked  upon   him,    and, 


2    CHEONICLES,    XXVIL  123 

behold,  he  teas  leprous  in  his  forehead,  and  they 
thrust  him  out  from  thence ;  yea,  himself  hasted  also 
to  go  out,  because  the  Lord  had  smitten  him.  ^'  And 
Uzziah  the  king  was  a  leper  unto  the  day  of  his 
death,  and  dwelt  in  a  *  several  house,  heiyig  a  B.eh.  free. 
leper ;  for  he  was  cut  off  from  the  house  of  the  Lord  : 
and  Jotham  his  son  teas  over  the  king's  house,  judging 
the  people  of  the  land. 

"  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Uzziah,  first  and  last, 
did  Isaiah  the  prophet,  the  son  of  Amoz,  write.  '^  So 
Uzziah  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him 
with  his  fathers  in  the  field  of  the  burial  which  he- 
longed  to  the  kings ;  for  they  said.  He  is  a  leper :  and 
Jotham  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

XXYIL  Jotham  was  twenty  and  five  years  old 
when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  sixteen  years 
in  Jerusalem.  His  mother's  name  also  was  Jerushah, 
the  daughter  of  Zadok.  ^And  he  did  that  which  was 
right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that 
his  father  LTzziah  did;  howbeit  he  entered  not  into 
the  temple  of  the  Lord.  And  the  people  did  yet 
corruptly.  ^  He  built  the  high  gate  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  on  the  wall  of  *Ophel  he  built  ^tlwfr. 
much. 

""  Moreover  he  built  cities  in  the  mountains  of  Judah, 
and  in  the  forests  he  built  castles  and  towers.  '"  He 
fought  also  with  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  and  pre- 
vailed against  them.  And  the  children  of  Amnion 
gave  him  the  same  year  an  hundred  talents  of  silver, 
and  ten  thousand  measures  of  wheat,  and  ten  thou- 
sand  of  barley.  *  So  much  did  the  children  of  Heb.  tms. 
Amnion  pay  unto  him,  both  the  second  year,  and 
the  third.  ^  So  Jotham  became  mighty,  because  he 
*  prepared  his  ways  before  the  Lord  his  God.       %shlt' 

^  Xow  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jotham,  and  all  his 
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wars,  and  his  ways,  lo,  they  are  written  in  the  book 
of  the  kings  of  Israel  and  Judah.  ^  He  was  five  and 
twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  reigned 
sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem.  ^  And  Jotham  slept  with 
his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David : 
and  Ahaz  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

XXYIII.  Ahaz  was  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jeru- 
salem: but  he  did  not  that  which  ivas  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  like  David  his  father :  *  for  he 
walked  in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  and  made 
also  molten  images  for  Baalim.  ^  Moreover  he  *  burnt 
incense  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  and  ^^;°ifict 
burnt  his  children  in  the  fire,  after  the  abominations 
of  the  heathen  whom  the  Lord  had  cast  out  before 
the  children  of  Israel.  ""  He  sacrificed  also  and  burnt 
incense  in  the  high  places,  and  on  the  hills,  and  under 
every  green  tree. 

^Wherefore  the  Lord  his  God  delivered  him  into 
the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria  ;  and  they  smote  him, 
and  carried  away  a  great  multitude  of  them  captives, 
and  brought  them  to  *  Damascus.  And  he  Tieh.Barmesek. 
was  also  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Israel, 
who  smote  him  with  a  great  slaughter.  ^  For  Pekah 
the  son  of  Remaliah  slew  in  Judah  an  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  in  one  day,  which  ivere  all  *  valiant 
men ;  because  they  had  forsaken  the  Lord  God  ^flaio7r. 
of  their  fathers.  ^  And  Zichri,  a  mighty  man  of 
Ephraim,  slew  Maaseiah  the  king's  son,  and  Azrikam 
the  governor  of  the  house,  and  Elkanah  that  was  *next 
to  the  king.  'And  the  children  of  Israel  ^tteklTg"^ 
carried  away  captive  of  their  brethren  two  hundred 
thousand,  women,  sons,  and  daughters,  and  took  also 
away  much  spoil  from  them,  and  brought  the  spoil  to 
Samaria. 
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^  But  a  prophet  of  the  Loed  was  there,  whose  name 
icas  Oded :  and  he  went  out  before  the  host  that  came 
to  Samaria,  and  said  unto  them.  Behold,  because  the 
Loed  God  of  your  fathers  was  wroth  with  Judah,  he 
hath  delivered  them  into  your  hand,  and  ye  have  slain 
them  in  a  rage  that  reacheth  up  unto  heaven.  '°And 
now  ye  purpose  to  keep  under  the  children  of  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  for  bondmen  and  bondwomen  unto  you  : 
hut  are  there  not  with  you,  even  with  you,  sins  against 
the  Loed  your  God?  "  Now  hear  me  therefore,  and 
deliver  the  captives  again,  which  ye  have  taken  captive 
of  your  brethren :  for  the  fierce  wrath  of  the  Loed  is 
upon  you.  ''  Then  certain  of  the  heads  of  the  children 
of  Ephraim,  Azariah  the  son  of  Johanan,  Berechiah 
the  son  of  Meshillemoth,  and  Jehizkiah  the  son  of 
Shallum,  and  Amasa  the  son  of  Hadlai,  stood  up 
against  them  that  came  from  the  war,  '^and  said  unto 
them,  Ye  shall  not  bring  in  the  captives  hither:  for 
whereas  we  have  oifended  against  the  Loed  already^ 
ye  intend  to  add  more  to  our  sins  and  to  our  trespass : 
for  our  trespass  is  great,  and  there  is  fierce  wrath 
against  Israel.  '*  So  the  armed  men  left  the  captives 
and  the  spoil  before  the  princes  and  all  tlie  congrega- 
tion. '^And  the  men  which  were  expressed  by  name 
rose  up,  and  took  the  captives,  and  with  the  sjDoil 
clothed  all  that  were  naked  among  them,  and  arrayed 
them,  and  shod  them,  and  gave  them  to  eat,  and  to 
drink,  and  anointed  them,  and  carried  all  tlie  feeble 
of  them  upon  asses,  and  brought  them  to  Jericho, 
the  city  of  palm  trees,  to  their  brethren :  then  they 
returned  to  Samaria. 

'^  At  that  time  did  kino^  Ahaz  send  unto  the  kinoes 
of  Assyria  to  help  him.  '^  For  again  the  Edomites  had 
come  and  smitten  Judah,  and  carried  away  *  captives. 
'^  The  Philistines  also  had  invaded  the  cities  Heb.  a  captivity. 
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of  the  low  country,  and  of  the  south  of  Judah,  and  had 
taken  Beth-shemesh,  and  Ajalon,  and'  Gederoth,  and 
Shocho  with  the  villages  thereof,  and  Timnah  with  the 
villages  thereof,  Gimzo  also  and  the  villages  thereof; 
and  they  dwelt  there.  '^  For  the  Lord  brought  Judah 
low  because  of  Ahaz  king  of  Israel ;  for  he  made  Judah 
naked,  and  transgressed  sore  against  the  Lord.  '°  And 
Tilgath-pilneser  king  of  Assyria  came  unto  him,  and 
distressed  him,  but  strengthened  him  not.  "'  For  Ahaz 
took  away  a  portion  out  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
out  of  the  house  of  the  king,  and  of  the  princes,  and 
gave  it  unto  the  king  of  Assyria :  but  he  helped  him 
not. 

"  And  in  the  time  of  his  distress  did  he  trespass  yet 
more  against  the  Lord  :  this  is  that  king  Ahaz.  ^^  For 
he  sacrificed  unto  the  gods  of  *  Damascus,  Heb.  Damesek. 
which  smote  him:  and  he  said,  Because  the  gods  of 
the  kings  of  Syria  help  them,  therefore  will  I  sacrifice 
to  them,  that  they  may  help  me.  But  they  were  the 
ruin  of  him,  and  of  all  Israel.  ""^And  Ahaz  gathered 
together  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  and  cut  in 
pieces  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  and  shut  up  the 
doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  he  made  him 
altars  in  every  corner  of  Jerusalem.  ^^And  in  every 
several  city  of  Judah  he  made  high  places  *to  or,  to  offer. 
burn  incense  unto  other  gods,  and  provoked  to  anger 
the  Lord  God  of  his  fathers. 

'^  Now  the  rest  of  his  acts  and  of  all  his  ways,  first 
and  last,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
kings  of  Judah  and  Israel.  ''^And  Ahaz  slept  with  his 
fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city,  even  in  Jeru- 
salem :  but  they  brought  him  not  into  the  sepulchres 
of  the  kings  of  Israel :  and  Hezekiah  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

XXIX.  Hezekiah  be^^an  to  rei^^n  luhen  he  was  five 
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and  twenty  years  old,  and  he  reigned  nine  and  twenty 
years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was 
Abijah,  the  daughter  of  Zechariah.  *And  he  did  that 
which  ivas  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to 
all  that  David  his  father  had  done. 

^  He  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  first  month, 
opened  the  doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
repaired  them.  '^And  he  brought  in  the  priests  and 
the  Levites,  and  gathered  them  together  into  the  east 
street,  '"  and  said  unto  them.  Hear  me,  ye  Levites, 
sanctify  now  yourselves,  and  sanctify  the  house  of  the 
Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  and  carry  forth  the  filthiness 
out  of  the  holy  place.  ^  For  our  fathers  have  trespassed, 
and  done  that  ichich  was  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
our  God,  and  have  forsaken  him,  and  have  turned 
away  their  fiices  from  the  habitation  of  the  Lord,  and 
*  turned  their  backs.  ^Also  they  have  shut  up  ^tuS'! 
the  doors  of  the  porch,  and  put  out  the  lamps,  and 
have  not  burned  incense  nor  offered  burnt  offerings  in 
the  \(Ay  'place  unto  the  God  of  Israel.  ^Wherefore  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  was  upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
and  he  hath  delivered  them  to  *  trouble,  to  ^.^h.  commotion. 
astonishment,  and  to  hissing,  as  ye  see  with  your  eyes. 
^  For,  lo,  our  fathers  have  fallen  by  the  sword,  and  our 
sons  and  our  daughters  and  our  wives  are  in  captivity 
for  this.  '°  Now  it  is  in  mine  heart  to  make  a  covenant 
with  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  that  his  fierce  wrath  may 
turn  away  from  us.  "  My  sons,  *be  not  now  ^^'delei^lr^" 
negligent ;  for  the  Lord  hath  chosen  you  to  stand 
before  him,  to  serve  him,  and  that  ye  should  minister 
unto  him,  and  *burn  incense.  mcrfcL 

'"  Then  the  Levites  arose,  Mahath  the  son  of  Amasai, 
and  Joel  the  son  of  Azariah,  of  the  sons  of  the  Koha- 
thites :  and  of  the  sons  of  Merari,  Kish  the  son  of  Abdi, 
and  Azariah  the  son  of  Jehalelel :  and  of  the  Gershon- 
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ites;  Joali  the  son  of  Zimmah,  and  Eden  the  son  of 
Joah:  '^and  of  the  sons  of  Ehzaphan ;  Shimri,  and 
Jeiel :  and  of  the  sons  of  Asaph  ;  Zechariah,  and 
Mattaniah:  '"^and  of  the  sons  of  Heman ;  Jehiel,  and 
Shimei :  and  of  the  sons  of  Jeduthun ;  Shemaiah,  and 
Uzziel.  '^  And  they  gathered  their  brethren,  and 
sanctified  themselves,  and  came,  accordhig  to  the  com- 
mandment of  the  king,  *by  the  words  of  the  ^^/^ifloSS!" 
Lord,  to  cleanse  the  house  of  the  Lord.  '^And  the 
priests  Avent  into  the  inner  part  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  to  cleanse  zV,  and  brought  out  all  the  unclean- 
ness  that  they  found  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord  into 
the  court  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  the  Levites 
took  z/,  to  carry  it  out  abroad  into  the  brook  Kidron. 
'^  K^ow  they  began  on  the  first  day  of  the  first  month 
to  sanctify,  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  came 
they  to  the  porch  of  the  Lord  :  so  they  sanctified  the 
house  of  the  Lord  in  eight  days ;  and  in  the  sixteenth 
day  of  the  first  month  they  made  an  end. 

'^  Then  they  went  in  to  Hezekiah  the  king,  and 
said.  We  have  cleansed  all  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  altar  of  burnt  ofi'ering,  with  all  the  vessels  thereof, 
and  the  shewbread  table,  with  all  the  vessels  thereof. 
"^  Moreover  all  the  vessels,  which  king  Ahaz  in  his 
reign  did  cast  away  in  his  transgression,  have  we  pre- 
pared and  sanctified,  and,  behold,  they  are  before  the 
altar  of  the  Lord. 

'"  Then  Hezekiah  the  king  rose  early,  and  gathered 
the  rulers  of  the  city,  and  went  up  to  the  Jiouse  of  the 
Lord.  ''  And  they  brought  seven  bullocks,  and  seven 
rams,  and  seven  lambs,  and  seven  he  goats,  for  a  sin 
offering  for  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  sanctuary,  and 
for  Judah.  And  he  commanded  the  priests  the  sons 
of  Aaron  to  offer  tliem  on  the  altar  of  the  Lord. 
"  So  they  killed  the  bullocks,  and  the  priests  received 
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the  blood,  and  sprinkled  it  on  the  altar:  likewise, 
when  they  had  killed  the  rams,  they  sprinkled  the 
blood  upon  the  altar :  they  killed  also  the  lambs,  and 
they  sprinkled  the  blood  upon  the  altar.  ^^And  they 
brought  *  forth  the  he  goats /(9r  the  sin  offering  Heb.«ear. 
before  the  king  and  the  congregation ;  and  they  laid 
their  hands  upon  them :  ^^  and  the  priests  killed  them, 
and  they  made  reconciliation  with  their  blood  upon 
the  altar,  to  make  an  atonement  for  all  Israel :  for  the 
kino^  commanded  that  the  burnt  offerins^  and  the  sin 
offerino^  should  he  made  for  all  Israel.  ^^And  he  set 
the  Levites  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  with  cymbals, 
with  psalteries,  and  with  harps,  according  to  the  com- 
mandment of  David,  and  of  Gad  the  king's  seer,  and 
Nathan  the  prophet:  for  so  was  the  commandment 
*of  the  LoED  *by  his  prophets.  '^And  'B.eh.hythehandofthe 
the  Levites  stood  with  the  instruments  B.eh.  i^  the  hand  of . 
of  David,  and  the  priests  with  the  trumpets.  ^^And 
Hezekiah  commanded  to  offer  the  burnt  offering  upon 
the  altar.  And  *when  the  burnt  offering  B.eh.inthetime. 
began,  the  song  of  the  Lord  began  also  with  the  trum- 
pets, and  with  *the  instruments  ordained  by  ^tsirlmfnu'!' 
David  king  of  Israel.  '^And  all  the  congregation  wor- 
shipped, and  the  *  singers  sang,  and  the  trum-  ^eb.song. 
peters  sounded :  and  all  this  contiiiued  until  the  burnt 
offering  was  finished. 

^^And  when  they  had  made  an  end  of  offering,  the 
king  and  all  that  were  *  present  with  him  bowed  ^,^^i 
themselves,  and  worshipped.  ^°  Moreover  Hezekiah 
the  king  and  the  princes  commanded  the  Levites  to 
sing  praise  unto  the  Lord  with  the  words  of  David, 
and  of  Asaph  the  seer.  And  they  sang  praises  with 
gladness,  and  they  bowed  their  heads  and  worshipped. 

^'  Then  Hezekiah  answered  and  said,  Now  ye  have 
*  consecrated  yourselves  unto  the  Lord,  come 
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near  and  bring  sacrifices  and  thank  offerings  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  And  the  congregation  brought 
in  sacrifices  and  thank  offerings ;  and  as  many  as  were 
of  a  free  heart  burnt  offerings.  ^*And  the  number 
of  the  burnt  offerings,  which  the  congregation  brought, 
was  threescore  and  ten  bullocks,  an  hundred  rams, 
and  two  hundred  lambs:  all  these  were  for  a  burnt 
offering  to  the  Lord.  ^^And  the  consecrated  things 
were  six  hundred  oxen  and  three  thousand  sheep. 
^'^  But  the  priests  were  too  few,  so  that  they  could  not 
flay  all  the  burnt  offerings :  wherefore  their  brethren 
the  Levites  *did  help  them,  till  the  work  ^tettSt 
was  ended,  and  until  the  other  priests  had  sanctified 
themselves :  for  the  Levites  were  more  upright  in 
heart  to  sanctify  themselves  than  the  priests.  ^^And 
also  the  burnt  offerings  wei^e  in  abundance,  with  the 
fat  of  the  peace  offerings,  and  the  drink  offerings  for 
every  burnt  offering.  So  the  service  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord  was  set  in  order.  ^^And  Hezekiah  rejoiced, 
and  all  the  people,  that  God  had  prepared  the  people : 
for  the  thing  was  done  suddenly. 

XXX.  And  Hezekiah  sent  to  all  Israel  and  Judah, 
and  wrote  letters  also  to  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  that 
they  should  come  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jeru- 
salem, to  keep  the  passover  unto  tlie  Lord  God  of 
Israel.  ^  For  the  king  had  taken  counsel,  and  his 
princes,  and  all  the  congregation  in  Jerusalem,  to 
keep  the  passover  in  the  second  month.  ^  For  they 
could  not  keep  it  at  that  time,  because  the  priests 
had  not  sanctified  themselves  sufficiently,  neither  had 
the  people  gathered  themselves  together  to  Jerusalem. 
'^And  the  thing  *  pleased  the  king  and  all  ^'^J'^tl^l^!''" 
the  congregation.  ^  So  they  established  a  decree  to 
make  proclamation  throughout  all  Israel,  from  Beer- 
sheba  even  to  Dan,  that  they  should  come  to  keep  the 
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passover  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  at  Jerusalem : 
for  they  had  not  done  it  of  a  long  time  in  such  sort  as 
it  was  written. 

'So  the  posts  went  with  the  letters  *from  ^tt'htlT 
the  king  and  his  princes  throughout  all  Israel  and 
Judah,  and  according  to  the  commandment  of  the 
king,  saying,  Ye  children  of  Israel,  turn  again  unto 
the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel,  and  he 
will  return  to  the  remnant  of  you,  that  are  escaped 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  kings  of  Assyria.  ^And  be 
not  ye  like  your  fathers,  and  like  your  brethren,  which 
trespassed  against  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  icho 
therefore  gave  them  up  to  desolation,  as  ye  see.  ^  Xow 
*be  ye  not  stiffnecked,  as  your  fathers  ivere^  ^foulZeelV.'"* 
hut  *  yield  yourselves  unto  the  Lord,  and  enter  ^hehS. 
into  his  sanctuary,  which  he  hath  sanctified  for  ever : 
and  serve  the  Lord  your  God,  that  the  fierceness  of 
his  wrath  may  turn  away  from  you.  ^  For  if  ye  turn 
again  unto  the  Lord,  your  brethren  and  your  children 
shall  find  compassion  before  them  that  lead  them  cap- 
tive, so  that  they  shall  come  again  into  this  land :  for 
the  Lord  your  God  is  gracious  and  merciful,  and  will 
not  turn  away  his  face  from  you,  if  ye  return  unto 
him. 

'°  So  the  posts  passed  from  city  to  city  through  the 
country  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  even  unto  Zebulun ; 
but  they  laughed  them  to  scorn,  and  mocked  them. 
"  Nevertheless  divers  of  Asher  and  Manasseh  and  of 
Zebulun  humbled  themselves  and  came  to  Jerusalem. 
'^Also  in  Judah  the  hand  of  God  was  to  give  them 
one  heart  to  do  the  commandment  of  the  kin 2:  and 
of  the  princes,  by  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

'^And  there  assembled  at  Jerusalem  much  people 
to  keep  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  in  the  second 
month,  a  very  great  congregation.     '"^And  they  arose 
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and  took  away  the  altars  that  were  in  Jerusalem,  and 
all  the  altars  for  incense  took  they  away,  and  cast 
them  into  the  brook  Kidron.  '^  Then  they  killed  the 
passover  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  second  month : 
and  the  priests  and  the  Levites  were  ashamed,  and 
sanctified  themselves,  and  brought  in  the  burnt  offer- 
ings into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  '^And  they  stood 
in  *  their  place  after  their  manner,  according  ^taJIng! 
to  the  law  of  Moses  the  man  of  God  :  the  priests 
sprinkled  the  blood  ivhich  they  received  of  the  hand 
of  the  Levites. 

'^  For  there  were  many  in  the  congregation  that  were 
not  sanctified:  therefore  the  Levites  had  the  charge 
of  the  killing  of  the  passovers  for  every  one  that  ivas 
not  clean,  to  sanctify  the7n  unto  the  Lord.  '^For  a 
multitude  of  the  people,  eveii  many  of  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh,  Issachar,  and  Zebulun,  had  not  cleansed 
themselves,  yet  did  they  eat  the  passover  otherwise 
than  it  was  written.  But  Hezekiah  prayed  for  them, 
saying.  The  good  Lord  pardon  every  one  '^  that  pre- 
pareth  his  heart  to  seek  God,  the  Lord  God  of  his 
fathers,  though  he  be  not  cleansed  according  to  the 
purification  of  the  sanctuary.  ^°And  the  Lord  heark- 
ened to  Hezekiah,  and  healed  the  people. 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  *  present  at 
Jerusalem  kept  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  ^eh.  found. 
seven  days  with  great  gladness :  and  the  Levites  and 
the  priests  praised  the  Lord  day  by  day,  singing  with 
*loud  instruments  unto  the  Lord.  "And  ^t/Js'Sr'' 
Hezekiah  spake  *  comfortably  unto  all  the  ^%Vi',tc"''* 
Levites  that  taught  the  good  knowledge  of  the  Lord  : 
and  they  did  eat  throughout  the  feast  seven  days, 
offering  peace  offerings,  and  making  confession  to  the 
Lord  God  of  their  fathers. 

*^And  the   whole   assembly  took   counsel  to  keep 
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other  seven  days :  and  they  kept  other  seven  days  with 
gladness.  ''  For  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  *  did  ^f,-  %fjP' 
give  to  the  congregation  a  thousand  bullocks  and  seven 
thousand  sheep :  and  the  princes  gave  to  the  congre- 
gation a  thousand  bullocks  and  ten  thousand  sheep: 
and  a  great  number  of  priests  sanctified  themselves. 
^'And  all  the  congregation  of  Judah,  with  the  priests 
and  the  Levites,  and  all  the  congregation  that  came 
out  of  Israel,  and  the  strangers  that  came  out  of  the 
land  of  Israel,  and  that  dwelt  in  Judah,  rejoiced.  "^  So 
there  was  great  joy  in  Jerusalem :  for  since  the  time 
of  Solomon  the  son  of  David  king  of  Israel  there  was 
not  the  like  in  Jerusalem.  ^^  Then  the  priests  the 
Levites  arose  and  blessed  the  people :  and  their  voice 
was  heard,  and  their  prayer  came  iqj  to  *his  holy 
dwelHng  place,  even  unto  heaven.  ^o//f/£S!°" 

XXXI.  Xow  when  all  this  was  finished,  all  Israel 
that  were  *  present  went  out  to  the  cities  of  ^eh.  found. 
Judah,  and  brake  the  *  images  in  pieces,  and  B.eb.  statues. 
cut  down  the  groves,  and  threw  down  the  high  places 
and  the  altars  out  of  all  Judah  and  Benjamin,  in 
Ephraim  also  and  Manasseh,  *  until  they  had  SeafeiJ; 
utterly  destroyed  them  all.  Then  all  the  children  of 
Israel  returned,  every  man  to  his  possession,  into  their 
own  cities. 

''And  Hezekiah  appointed  the  courses  of  the  priests 
and  the  Levites,  after  their  courses,  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  service,  the  priests  and  Levites  for  burnt 
offerings  and  for  peace  offerings,  to  minister,  and  to 
give  thanks,  and  to  praise  in  the  gates  of  the  tents  of 
the  Lord.  ^  He  appointed  also  the  king's  portion  of  his 
substance  for  the  burnt  offerings,  to  idt^  for  the  morn- 
ino^  and  evenino^  burnt  offerino-s,  and  the  burnt  offer- 
ings  for  the  sabbaths,  and  for  the  new  moons,  and  for 
the  set  feasts,  as  it  is  written  in  the  laAv  of  the  Lord. 
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""  Moreover  he  commanded  the  people  that  dwelt  in 
Jerusalem  to  give  the  portion  of  the  priests  and  the 
Levites,  that  they  might  be  encouraged  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord.  ^And  as  soon  as  the  commandment  *came 
abroad,  the  children  of  Israel  brought  in  Heb.  jmte/or/^. 
abundance  the  firstfruits  of  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  and 
*  honey,  and  of  all  the  increase  of  the  field;  and  ov,  dates. 
the  tithe  of  all  things  brought  they  in  abundantly. 
^And  concerning  the  children  of  Israel  and  Judah, 
that  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  they  also  brought 
in  the  tithe  of  oxen  and  sheep,  and  the  tithe  of  holy 
things  which  were  consecrated  unto  the  Lord  their 
God,  and  laid  tliem  *by  heaps.  ^  In  the  third  ^'LJ,«!^*' 
month  they  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  heaps, 
and  finished  them,  in  the  seventh  month.  ^And  when 
Hezekiah  and  the  princes  came  and  saw  the  heaps, 
they  blessed  the  Lord,  and  his  people  Israel.  ^  Then 
Hezekiah  questioned  with  the  priests  and  the  Levites 
concerning  the  heaps.  '°And  Azariah  the  chief  priest 
of  the  house  of  Zaclok  answered  him,  and  said.  Since 
the  peojjle  began  to  bring  the  offerings  into  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  we  have  had  enough  to  eat,  and  have 
left  plenty:  for  the  Lord  hath  blessed  his  people; 
and  that  which  is  left  is  this  great  store. 

"  Then  Hezekiah  commanded  to  prepare  *  chambers 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  and  they  prepared  ^I'ousZ'' 
theni^  ''and  brought  in  the  offerings  and  the  tithes 
and  the  dedicated  things  faithfully :  over  which  Cono- 
niah  the  Levite  ivas  ruler,  and  Shimei  his  brother  was 
the  next.  '^And  Jehiel,  and  Azaziah,  and  Nahath, 
and  Asahel,  and  Jerimoth,  and  Jozabad,  and  Eliel, 
and  Ismachiah,  and  Mahath,  and  Benaiah,  loere  over- 
seers *  under  the  hand  of  Cononiah  and  Shimei  ^^w/^^ 
his  brother,  at  the  commandment  of  Hezekiah  the  king, 
and  Azariah  the  ruler  of  the  house  of  God.     "*And 
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Kore  the  son  of  Imnah  the  Levite,  the  porter  toward 
the  east,  was  over  the  freewill  offerings  of  God,  to 
distribute  the  oblations  of  the  Lokd,  and  the  most 
holy  things.  '^And  *next  him  icere  Eden,  and  ^^w.^'* 
Miniamin,  and  Jeshua,  and  Shemaiah,  Amariah,  and 
Shecaniah,  in  the  cities  of  the  priests,  in  tlieii'  *set  ;^^,J^, 
office,  to  give  to  their  brethren  by  courses,  as  well  to 
the  great  as  to  the  small :  '^  beside  their  genealogy  of 
males,  from  three  years  old  and  upward,  even  unto 
every  one  that  entereth  into  the  house  of  the  Lokd, 
his  daily  portion  for  their  service  in  their  charges 
according  to  their  courses;  ''both  to  the  genealogy 
of  the  priests  by  the  house  of  their  fathers,  and  tlie 
Levites  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  in  their 
charges  by  their  courses ;  '^  and  to  the  genealogy  of  all 
their  little  ones,  their  wives,  and  their  sons,  and  their 
daughters,  throuo^h  all  the  conofreo:ation :  for  in  their 
*  set  office  they  sanctified  themselves  in  holiness :  t^^J^t^ 
'^also  of  the  sons  of  Aaron  the  priests,  which  were  in 
the  fields  of  the  suburbs  of  their  cities,  in  every  several 
city,  the  men  that  were  expressed  by  name,  to  give 
portions  to  all  the  males  among  the  priests,  and  to  all 
that  were  reckoned  by  genealogies  among  the  Levites. 

^°And  thus  did  Hezekiah  throughout  all  Judah,  and 
wrought  that  which  was  good  and  right  and  truth  be- 
fore the  LoED  his  God.  ^'And  in  every  work  that  he 
began  in  the  service  of  the  house  of  God,  and  in  the 
law,  and  in  the  commandments,  to  seek  his  God,  he 
did  it  with  all  his  heart,  and  prospered. 

XXXII.  After  these  things,  and  the  establishment 
thereof,  Sennacherib  king  of  Assyria  came,  and  entered 
into  Judah,  and  encamped  against  the  fenced  cities, 
and  thought  *to  win  them  for  himself.  ^te'^tr"" 

'And  when  Hezekiah  saw  that  Sennacherib  was  come, 
and  that  *he  was  purposed  to  fight  against  ^ts/olw? 
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Jerusalem,  ^  he  took  counsel  with  his  princes  and  his 
mighty  men  to  stop  the  waters  of  the  fountains  which 
were  without  the  city :  and  they  did  help  him.  ^  So 
there  was  gathered  much  people  together,  who  stopped 
all  the  fountains,  and  the  brook  that  *ran  B.eh.  overflowed. 
through  the  midst  of  the  land,  saying,  Why  should  the 
kings  of  Assyria  coine,  and  find  much  water?  ^Also 
he  strengthened  himself,  and  built  up  all  the  wall  that 
was  broken,  and  raised  it  up  to  the  towers,  and  another 
wall  without,  and  repaired  Millo  in  the  city  of  David, 
and  made  *  darts  and  shields  in  abundance.  ^^\l 


,  swords,  or, 


eapons. 


And  he  set  captains  of  war  over  the  people,  and 
gathered  them  together  to  him  in  the  street  of  the 
gate  of  the  city,  and  *  spake  comfortably  to  ^ttirTear/" 
them,  saying,  ^  Be  strong  and  courageous,  be  not  afraid 
nor  dismayed  for  the  king  of  Assyria,  nor  for  all  the 
multitude  that  is  with  him :  for  there  be  more  with  us 
than  with  him :  ^  with  him  is  an  arm  of  flesh ;  but  with 
us  is  the  Lord  our  God  to  help  us,  and  to  fight  our 
battles.  And  the  people  *  rested  themselves  Reh.  leaned. 
upon  the  words  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah. 

^After  this  did  Sennacherib  king  of  Assyria  send  his 
servants  to  Jerusalem,  (but  he  himself  laid  siege  against 
Lachish,  and  all  his  *  power  with  him,)  unto  B.eh.  dominion. 
Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  and  unto  all  Judah  that  icere 
at  Jerusalem,  saying,  '*'  Thus  saith  Sennacherib  king 
of  Assyria,  Whereon  do  ye  trust,  that  ye  abide  *  in  the 
siege  in  Jerusalem?  "  Doth  not  Hezekiah  per-  ftrllgloil 
suade  you  to  give  over  yourselves  to  die  by  famine  and 
by  thirst,  saying.  The  Lokd  our  God  shall  dehver  us 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria?  '^  Hath  not  the 
same  Llezekiah  taken  away  his  high  places  and  his 
altars,  and  commanded  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  saying, 
Ye  shall  worship  before  one  altar,  and  burn  incense 
upon  it?    '^  Know  ye  not  what  I  and  my  fathers  have 
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clone  unto  all  the  people  of  other  lands  ?  were  the  gods 
of  the  nations  of  those  lands  any  ways  able  to  deliver 
their  lands  out  of  mine  hand?  '*  Who  vms  there  among 
all  the  gods  of  those  nations  that  my  fathers  utterly 
destroyed,  that  could  deliver  his  people  out  of  mine 
hand,  that  your  God  should  be  able  to  deliver  you 
out  of  mine  hand?  '^  Now  therefore  let  not  Hezekiah 
deceive  you,  nor  persuade  you  on  this  manner,  neither 
yet  believe  him :  for  no  god  of  any  nation  or  kingdom 
was  able  to  deliver  his  people  out  of  mine  hand,  and 
out  of  the  hand  of  my  fathers :  how  much  less  shall 
your  God  deliver  you  out  of  mine  hand?  '^And  his 
servants  spake  yet  more  against  the  Lord  God,  and 
against  his  servant  Hezekiah. 

'^  He  wrote  also  letters  to  rail  on  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  and  to  speak  against  him,  saying.  As  the  gods 
of  the  nations  of  other  lands  have  not  delivered  their 
people  out  of  mine  hand,  so  shall  not  the  God  of  Heze- 
kiah deliver  his  people  out  of  mine  hand.  '^  Then  they 
cried  with  a  loud  voice  in  the  Jews'  speech  unto  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  that  ivere  on  the  wall,  to  affright 
them,  and  to  trouble  them ;  that  they  might  take  the 
city.  '^  And  they  spake  against  the  God  of  Jerusalem, 
as  against  the  gods  of  the  people  of  the  earth,  which 
ivere  the  work  of  the  hands  of  man. 

'°And  for  this  cause  Hezekiah  the  king,  and  the 
prophet  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz,  prayed  and  cried  to 
heaven.  ""  And  the  Lord  sent  an  angel,  which  cut  off 
all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  the  leaders  and  cap- 
tains in  the  camp  of  the  king  of  Assyria.  So  he  returned 
with  shame  of  face  to  his  own  land.  And  when  he  was 
come  into  the  house  of  his  god,  they  that  came  forth 
of  his  own  bowels  *slew  him  there  with  the  ^htfait 
sword.  "  Thus  the  Lord  saved  Hezekiah  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem  from  the  hand  of  Sennacherib 
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the  king  of  Assyria,  and  from  the  hand  of  all  other ^ 
and  guided  them  on  every  side.  '^  And  many  brought 
gifts  unto  the  Lord  to  Jerusalem,  and  *pre-  ^\fngt"'' 
sents  to  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah :  so  that  he  was  mag- 
nified in  the  sight  of  all  nations  from  thenceforth. 

^''  In  those  days  Hezekiah  was  sick  to  the  death,  and 
prayed  unto  the  Lord  :  and  he  spake  unto  him,  and 
he  *gave  him  a  sign.  ''But  Hezekiah  rendered  ^iraleflfLi. 
not  again  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him ;  for 
his  heart  was  lifted  up:  therefore  there  was  wrath 
upon  him,  and  upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  '^  IS^otwith- 
standing  Hezekiah  humbled  himself  for  *the  ^%g%^!-^^' 
pride  of  his  heart,  both  he  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem, so  that  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  came  not  upon 
them  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah. 

'^  And  Hezekiah  had  exceeding  much  riches  and 
honour :  and  he  made  himself  treasuries  for  silver,  and 
for  gold,  and  for  precious  stones,  and  for  spices,  and 
for  shields,  and  for  all  manner  of  *  pleasant  ^^^^/deZT''^' 
jewels;  ''^storehouses  also  for  the  increase  of  corn,  and 
wine,  and  oil ;  and  stalls  for  all  manner  of  beasts,  and 
cotes  for  flocks.  '^  Moreover  he  provided  him  cities, 
and  possessions  of  flocks  and  herds  in  abundance :  for 
God  had  given  him  substance  very  much. 

^°  This  same  Hezekiah  also  stopped  the  upper  water- 
course of  Gihon,  and  brought  it  straight  down  to  the 
west  side  of  the  city  of  David.  And  Hezekiah  pros- 
pered in  all  his  works.    ^'  Howbeit  in  the  business  of  the 

*  ambassadors  of  the  princes  of  Babylon,  Avho  ^fr'eters!' 
sent  unto  him  to  enquire  of  the  wonder  that  was  done 
in  the  land,  God  left  him,  to  try  him,  tliat  he  might 
know  all  that  was  in  his  heart. 

^'  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Hezekiah,   and  his 

*  goodness,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  seb.  kindnesses. 
vision  of  Isaiah  the  prophet,  the  son  of  Amoz,  and  in 
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the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  Israel.  ^^And 
Hezekiah  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him 
in  the  *chiefest  of  the  sepulchres  of  the  sons  of  or,  ughest. 
David :  and  all  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
did  him  honour  at  his  death.  And  Manasseh  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

XXXIII.  Manasseh  was  twelve  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  fifty  and  five  years  in 
Jerusalem :  '  but  did  that  ivhich  was  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  like  unto  the  abominations  of  the  heathen, 
whom  the  Loed  had  cast  out  before  the  children  of 
Israel.  '  For  *he  built  again  the  high  places  ^"tz^/Sr"^ 
which  Hezekiah  his  father  had  broken  down,  and  he 
reared  up  altars  for  Baalim,  and  made  groves,  and 
worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  them. 
^  Also  he  built  altars  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  whereof 
the  Lord  had  said,  In  Jerusalem  shall  my  name  be  for 
ever.  ^And  he  built  altars  for  all  the  host  of  heaven 
in  the  two  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  ^  And  he 
caused  his  children  to  pass  through  the  fire  in  the 
valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom :  also  he  observed  times, 
and  used  enchantments,  and  used  witchcraft,  and  dealt 
with  a  familiar  spirit,  and  with  wizards:  he  wrought 
much  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke  him  to 
anger.  ^  And  he  set  a  carved  image,  the  idol  which  he 
had  made,  in  the  house  of  God,  of  which  God  had  said 
to  David  and  to  Solomon  his  son.  In  this  house,  and  in 
Jerusalem,  which  I  have  chosen  before  all  the  tribes 
of  Israel,  will  I  put  my  name  for  ever :  ^neither  will  I 
any  more  remove  the  foot  of  Israel  from  out  of  the 
land  which  I  have  appointed  for  your  fathers;  so  that 
they  will  take  heed  to  do  all  that  I  have  commanded 
them,  according  to  the  whole  law  and  the  statutes  and 
the  ordinances  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

^  So  Manasseh  made  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of 
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Jerusalem  to  err,  and  to  do  worse  than  the  heathen, 
whom  the  Lord  had  destroyed  before  the  children  of 
Israel.  '°And  the  Lord  spake  to  Manasseh,  and  to  his 
people :  but  they  would  not  hearken.  "  Wherefore  the 
Lord  brought  upon  them  the  captains  of  the  host  *of 
the  king  of  Assyria,  which  took  Manasseh  ^'LtS'r'^ 
among  the  thorns,  and  bound  him  with  *  fetters,  or,  chains. 
and  carried  him  to  Babylon.  '^And  when  he  was  in 
affliction,  he  besought  the  Lord  his  God,  and  humbled 
himself  greatly  before  the  God  of  his  fathers,  '^  and 
prayed  unto  him:  and  he  was  intreated  of  him,  and 
heard  his  supplication,  and  brought  him  again  to  Jeru- 
salem into  his  kingdom.  Then  Manasseh  knew  that 
the  Lord  he  v:as  God. 

'"^  Now  after  this  he  built  a  wall  without  the  city  of 
David,  on  the  west  side  of  Gihon,  in  the  valley,  even 
to  the  entering  in  at  the  fish  gate,  and  compassed  about 
*  Ophel,  and  raised  it  up  a  very  great  height,  and  ^i^^f 
put  captains  of  war  in  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah. 
'^  And  he  took  away  the  strange  gods,  and  the  idol  out 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  altars  that  he 
had  built  in  the  mount  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
in  Jerusalem,  and  cast  them  out  of  the  city.  '^And  he 
repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  and  sacrificed  thereon 
peace  oficrings  and  thank  offerings,  and  commanded 
Judah  to  serve  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  '^  Nevertheless 
the  people  did  sacrifice  still  in  the  high  places,  yet  unto 
the  Lord  their  God  only. 

'^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Manasseh,  and  his 
prayer  unto  his  God,  and  the  words  of  the  seers  that 
spake  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of 
Israel.  "^  His  prayer  also,  and  hoio  God  was  intreated 
of  him,  and  all  his  sins,  and  his  trespass,  and  the  places 
wherein  he  built  high  places,  and  set  up  groves  and 
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graven  images,  before  he  was  humbled :  behold,  they 
are  written  among  the  sayings  of  *the  seers,  or,  sosai. 
'°  So  Manasseh  slept  Avith  his  fathers,  and  they  buried 
him  in  his  own  house :  and  Anion  his  son  reigned  in 
his  stead. 

^'Amon  was  two  and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  reigned  two  years  in  Jerusalem. 
"  But  he  did  that  ichich  teas  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
LoKD,  as  did  Manasseh  his  father :  for  Amon  sacrificed 
unto  all  the  carved  images  which  Manasseh  his  father 
had  made,  and  served  them ;  '^  and  humbled  not  him- 
self before  the  Lord,  as  Manasseh  his  father  had 
humbled  himself;  but  Amon  *trespassed  more  ^^^Tsp^'^s!'^^ 
and  more.  '"^And  his  servants  conspired  against  him, 
and  slew  him  in  his  own  house.  ^"  But  the  people  of 
the  land  slew  all  them  that  had  conspired  against  king 
Amon  ;  and  the  people  of  the  land  made  Josiah  his 
son  king  in  his  stead. 

XXXIY.  Josiah  icas  eight  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  in  Jerusalem  one  and  thirty 
years.  ^And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  ways  of  David*  his 
father,  and  declined  neither  to  the  right  hand  nor  to 
the  left.  ^  For  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  while 
he  was  yet  young,  he  began  to  seek  after  the  God  of 
David  his  father :  and  in  the  twelfth  year  he  began  to 
purge  Judah  and  Jerusalem  from  the  high  places,  and 
the  groves,  and  the  carved  images,  and  the  molten 
images.  *And  they  brake  down  the  altars  of  Baalim 
in  his  presence;  and  the  *  images,  that  icere  on  ?^;,^'"" 
high  above  them,  he  cut  down;  and  the  groves,  and 
the  carved  images,  and  the  molten  images,  he  brake 
in  pieces,  and  made  dust  of  them^  and  strowed  it  upon 
the  *  graves  of  them  that  had  sacrificed  unto  ^tfe'gtlTes'!' 
them.    ^  And  he  burnt  the  bones  of  the  priests  upon 
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their  altars,  and  cleansed  Judali  and  Jerusalem.  ^  And 
so  did  he  in  the  cities  of  Manasseh,  and  Ephrairn,  and 
Simeon,  even  unto  Naphtali,  with  their  *mat-  or,  mauh. 
tocks  round  about.  ^And  when  he  had  broken  down 
the  altars  and  the  groves,  and  had  beaten  the  graven 
images  *into  powder,  and  cut  down  all  the  ^^^otS«-"^^ 
idols  throughout  all  the  land  of  Israel,  he  returned  to 
Jerusalem. 

^  Now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  when  he 
had  purged  the  land,  and  the  house,  he  sent  Shaphan 
the  son  of  Azaliah,  and  Maaseiah  the  governor  of  the 
city,  and  Joah  the  son  of  Joahaz  the  recorder,  to 
repair  the  house  of  the  Loed  his  God.  ^And  when 
they  came  to  Hilkiah  the  high  priest,  they  delivered 
the  money  that  was  brought  into  the  house  of  God, 
which  the  Levites  that  kept  the  doors  had  gathered  of 
the  hand  of  Manasseh  and  Ephraim,  and  of  all  the 
remnant  of  Israel,  and  of  all  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
and  they  returned  to  Jerusalem.  '°  And  they  put  it  in 
the  hand  of  the  workmen  that  had  the  oversight  of  the 
house  of  the  Loed,  and  they  gave  it  to  the  workmen 
that  wrought  in  the  house  of  the  Loed,  to  repair  and 
amend  the  house :  "even  to  the  artificers  and  builders 
gave  they  zV,  to  buy  hewn  stone,  and  timber  for  coup- 
lings, and  *to  floor  the  houses  which  the  kings  ov,  to  rafter. 
of  Judah  had  destroyed.  '"And  the  men  did  the  work 
faithfully :  and  the  overseers  of  them  icere  Jahath  and 
Obadiah,  the  Levites,  of  the  sons  of  Merari ;  and 
Zechariah  and  Meshullam,  of  the  sons  of  the  Koha- 
thites,  to  set  it  forward;  and  other  of  the  Levites,  all 
that  could  skill  of  instruments  of  musick.  '^Also  they 
were  over  the  bearers  of  burdens,  and  rt^ere  overseers 
of  all  that  wrought  the  work  in  any  manner  of  service ; 
and  of  the  Levites  there  icere  scribes,  and  officers,  and 
porters. 
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'"^Ancl  when  they  brought  out  the  money  that  was 
brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  Hilkiah  the 
priest  found  a  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  given 
*by  Moses.  '^And  Llilkiah  answered  and  said  ^^andlf!^ 
to  Shaphan  the  scribe,  I  have  found  the  book  of  the 
law  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Hilkiah  delivered 
the  book  to  Shaphan.  '^And  Shaphan  carried  the 
book  to  the  king,  and  brought  the  king  word  back 
again,  saying.  All  that  was  committed  *to  thy  ^t^^doT 
servants,  they  do  it,  '^  And  they  have  *ga-  ^'orfS.l7°"^' 
thered  together  the  money  that  was  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  have  delivered  it  into  the  hand 
of  the  overseers,  and  to  the  hand  of  the  workmen. 
'^  Then  Shaphan  the  scribe  told  the  king,  saying,  Hil- 
kiah the  priest  hath  given  me  a  book.  And  Shaphan 
read  *it  before  the  king.  '^And  it  came  to  Heb.mi^ 
pass,  when  the  king  had  "heard  the  words  of  the  law, 
that  he  rent  his  clothes.  *°And  the  king  commanded 
Hilkiah,  and  Ahikam  the  son  of  Shaphan,  and  *Abdon 
the  son  of  Micah,  and  Shaphan  the  scribe,  and  or,  acUot. 
Asaiah  a  servant  of  the  king's,  saying,  "'Go,  enquire 
of  the  Lord  for  me,  and  for  them  that  are  left  in 
Israel  and  in  Judah,  concerning  the  words  of  the  book 
that  is  found :  for  great  is  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  that 
is  poured  out  upon  us,  because  our  fathers  have  not 
kept  the  word  of  the  Lord,  to  do  after  all  that  is 
written  in  this  book. 

"And  Hilkiah,  and  tliey  that  the  king  liad  appointed,, 
went  to  Huldah  the  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Shallum 
the  son  of  Tikvath,  the  son  of  *  Hasrah,  keeper  or,  sarhas. 
of  the  *  wardrobe;  (now  she  dwelt  in  Jeru-  B.eh.  garments. 
salem  *in  the  college:)  and  they  spake  to  "^i^ll'^sLltTparL 
her  to  that  effect.  '^And  she  answered  them.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Tell  ye  the  man  that 
sent  you  to  me,  '^  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will 
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bring  evil  upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  even  all  the  curses  that  are  written  in  the 
book  which  they  have  read  before  the  king  of  Judah : 
''"because  they  have  forsaken  me,  and  have  burned 
incense  unto  other  gods,  that  they  might  provoke  me 
to  anger  with  all  the  works  of  their  hands  ;  therefore 
my  wrath  shall  be  poured  out  upon  this  place,  and 
shall  not  be  quenched.  ^^  And  as  for  the  king  of 
Judah,  who  sent  you  to  enquire  of  the  Lord,  so  shall 
ye  say  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
concealing  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard ;  '^  Be- 
cause thine  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  didst  humble 
thyself  before  God,  when  thou  heardest  his  words 
against  this  place,  and  against  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
and  humbledst  thyself  before  me,  and  didst  rend  thy 
clothes,  and  weep  before  me  ;  I  have  even  heard  thee 
also,  saith  the  Lord.  '^  Behold,  I  will  gather  thee  to 
thy  fathers,  and  thou  shalt  be  gathered  to  thy  grave 
in  peace,  neither  shall  thine  eyes  see  all  the  evil  that 
I  will  bring  upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  same.     So  they  brought  the  king  word  again. 

^^  Then  the  king  sent  and  gathered  together  all 
the  elders  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  ^°And  the  king 
went  up  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the 
men  of  Judah,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem, 
and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the  people, 
*  great  and  small:  and  he  read  in  their  ears  ^e]';„-^71S"^ 
all  the  words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant  that  was 
found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  ^'  And  the  king  stood 
in  his  place,  and  made  a  covenant  before  the  Lord,  to 
walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  his  commandments, 
and  his  testimonies,  and  his  statutes,  with  all  his  heart, 
and  with  all  his  soul,  to  perform  the  words  of  the 
covenant  which  are  written  in  this  book.  ^'And  he 
caused  all  that  were  *  present  in  Jerusalem   Heb./oM«rf. 
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and  Benjamin  to  stand  to  it.  And  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem  did  according  to  the  covenant  of  God,  the 
God  of  their  fathers. 

^^And  Josiah  took  away  all  the  abominations  out  of 
all  the  countries  that  j^ertaiiied  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  made  all  that  were  present  in  Israel  to  serve,  eve?i 
to  serve  the  Lord  their  God.  And  all  his  days  they 
departed  not  *from  following  the  Lord,  the  God  ^^affe7."' 
of  their  fathers. 

XXXY.  Moreover  Josiah  kept  a  passover  unto  the 
Lord  in  Jerusalem :  and  they  killed  the  passover  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month.  'And  he  set 
the  priests  in  their  charges,  and  encouraged  them  to 
the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  ^  and  said  unto 
the  Levites  that  taught  all  Israel,  which  were  holy 
unto  the  Lord,  Put  the  holy  ark  in  the  house  which 
Solomon  the  son  of  David  king  of  Israel  did  build ;  it 
shall  not  be  a  burden  upon  your  shoulders :  serve  now 
the  Lord  your  God,  and  his  people  Israel,  "^and  pre- 
pare yourselves  by  the  houses  of  your  fathers,  after 
your  courses,  according  to  the  writing  of  David  king 
of  Israel,  and  according  to  the  writing  of  Solomon  his 
son.  '  And  stand  in  the  holy  ^9/ac^  according  to  the 
divisions  of  *the  families  of  the  fathers  of  ^1^/)^,^  "-^ 
your  brethren  *the  people,  and  after  the  ^1i/^L;r  '-^ 
division  of  the  families  of  the  Levites.  ^So  kill  the 
passover,  and  sanctify  yourselves,  and  prepare  your 
brethren,  that  they  may  do  according  to  the  word  of 
the  Lord  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

^And  Josiah  *gave  to  the  people,  of  the  seh.  offered. 
flock,  lambs  and  kids,  all  for  the  passover  offerings, 
for  all  that  were  present,  to  the  number  of  thirty 
thousand,  and  three  thousand  bullocks :  these  were  of 
the  king's  substance.  ^And  his  princes  *gave  B:eh.  offered, 
willingly  unto  the  people,  to  the  priests,  and  to  the 
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Levites:  Hilkiali  and  Zechariali  and  Jehiel,  rulers  of 
the  house  of  God,  gave  unto  the  priests  for  the  pass- 
over  offerings,  two  thousand  and  six  hundred  small 
cattle^  and  three  hundred  oxen.  ^  Conaniah  also,  and 
Shemaiah  and  Nethaneel  his  brethren,  and  Hashabiah 
and  Jeiel  and  Jozabad,  chief  of  the  Levites,  *gave 
unto  the  Levites,  for  passover  offerings,  ^\q  ^.eb. offered. 
thousand  small  cattle^  and  ^yq  hundred  oxen. 

'°  So  the  service  was  prepared,  and  the  priets  stood 
in  their  place,  and  the  Levites  in  their  courses,  ac- 
cording to  the  king's  commandment.  "And  they  killed 
the  passover,  and  the  priests  sprinkled  the  blood  from 
their  hands,  and  the  Levites  flayed  them.  '"And  they 
removed  the  burnt  offerings,  that  they  might  give 
according  to  the  divisions  of  the  families  of  the  people, 
to  offer  unto  the  Lord  as  it  is  written  in  the  book  of 
Moses.  And  so  did  they  with  the  oxen.  '^And  they 
roasted  the  passover  with  fire  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance: but  the  other  holy  offerings  sod  they  in  pots, 
and  in  caldrons,  and  in  pans,  and  *  divided  them,  ^hem'^jj 
speedily  among  all  the  people. 

'"^And  afterward  they  made  ready  for  themselves, 
and  for  the  priests,  because  the  priests  the  sons  of 
Aaron  were  busied  in  offering  of  burnt  offerings  and 
the  fat  until  night;  therefore  the  Levites  prepared 
for  themselves,  and  for  the  priests  the  sons  of  Aaron. 
'^And  the  singers  the  sons  of  Asaph  wei^e  in  their 
*  place,  according  to  the  commandment  of  B:eh.  station. 
David,  and  Asaph,  and  Heman,  and  Jeduthun  the 
king's  seer;  and  the  porters  waited  at  every  gate; 
they  might  not  depart  from  their  service;  for  their 
brethren  the  Levites  prepared  for  them. 

'^  So  all  the  service  of  the  Lord  was  prepared  the 
same  day,  to  keep  the  passover,  and  to  offer  burnt 
offerings  upo^  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  according  to  the 
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commandment  of  king  Josiali.  '^And  the  children  of 
Israel  that  were  *  present  kept  the  passover  B:eh.  found. 
at  that  time,  and  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven 
days. 

'^And  there  was  no  passover  like  to  that  kept  in 
Israel  from  the  days  of  Samuel  the  prophet;  neither 
did  all  the  kings  of  Israel  keep  such  a  passover  as 
Josiah  kept,  and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  all 
Judah  and  Israel  that  were  present,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Jerusalem.  '^  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Josiah  was  this  passover  kept. 

^°  After  all  this,  when  Josiah  had  prepared  the 
*  temple,  Xecho  king  of  Egypt  came  up  to  B.eh.  house. 
fight  against  Charchemish  by  Euphrates:  and  Josiah 
went  out  against  him.  ''  But  he  sent  ambassadors  to 
him,  saying.  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  thou  king 
of  Judah?  /  come  not  against  thee  this  day,  but 
against  *the  house  wherewith  I  have  war:  ^o/4ltr!'^ 
for  God  commanded  me  to  make  haste :  forbear  thee 
from  meddling  icith  God,  who  is  with  me,  that  he 
destroy  thee  not.  "  Nevertheless  Josiah  would  not 
turn  his  face  from  him,  but  disguised  himself,  that  he 
might  fight  with  him,  and  hearkened  not  unto  the 
words  of  Necho  from  the  mouth  of  God,  and  came  to 
fight  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo.  '^And  the  archers 
shot  at  king  Josiah ;  and  the  king  said  to  his  servants, 
Have  me  away;  for  I  am  *sore  wounded.  '"*  His  ^^i.r'^^ 
servants  therefore  took  him  out  of  that  chariot,  and 
put  him  in  the  second  chariot  that  he  had ;  and  they 
brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  he  died,  and  was 
buried  *in  one  <9/the  sepulchres  of  his  fathers.  ^li^S-eT 
And  all  Judah  and  Jerusalem  mourned  for  Josiah. 
'^And  Jeremiah  lamented  for  Josiah  :  and  all  the 
singing  men  and  the  singing  women  spake  of  Josiah 
in  their  lamentations  to  this  day,  and  made  them  an 
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ordinance  in  Israel:  and,  behold,  they  are  written  in 
the  lamentations. 

^^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josiah,  and  his  *  good- 
ness, according  to  that  which  was  written  in  ^te'sses.^' 
the  law  of  the  Lokd,  ^^  and  his  deeds,  first  and  last, 
behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of 
Israel  and  Judah. 

XXXYI.  Then  the  people  of  the  land  took  Je- 
hoahaz  the  son  of  Josiah,  and  made  him  king  in  his 
father's  stead  in  Jerusalem.  ^Jehoahaz  was  twenty 
and  three  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 
reigned  three  months  in  Jerusalem.  ^And  the  king 
of  Egypt  *put  him  down  at  Jerusalem,  and  ^"^.ir""'^ 
*  condemned  the  land  in  an  hundred  talents  seb.  mulcted. 
of  silver  and  a  talent  of  gold.  "^And  the  king  of  Egypt 
made  Eliakim  his  brother  king  over  Judah  and  Jeru- 
salem, and  turned  his  name  to  Jehoiakim.  And  Xecho 
took  Jehoahaz  his  brother,  and  carried  him  to  Egypt. 

^Jehoiakim  was  twenty  and  five  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jeru- 
salem :  and  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord  his  God.  ^Against  him  came  up  Nebuchad- 
nezzar king  of  Babylon,  and  bound  him  in  *fet-  ov,  chains. 
ters,  to  carry  him  to  Babylon.  ^  Nebuchadnezzar  also 
carried  of  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  to 
Babylon,  and  put  them  in  his  temple  at  Babylon. 

^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoiakim,  and  his 
abominations  which  he  did,  and  that  which  was  found 
in  him,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
kings  of  Israel  and  Judah :  and  *  Jehoiachin  ^l^fSah.' 
his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

^  Jehoiachin  was  eight  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  three  months  and  ten  days 
in  Jerusalem :  and  he  did  that  lohich  teas  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord.     '°And  *when  the  year  fu^-oftheleZ'. 
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was  expired,  king  Nebuchadnezzar  sent,  and  brought 
him  to  Babylon,  with  the  *  goodly  vessels  of  the  ^o/ desire!' 
house  of  the  Loed,  and  made  Zedekiah  his  brother 
king  over  Judah  and  Jerusalem. 

"  Zedekiah  ivas  one  and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem. 
'"And  he  did  that  which  ivas  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  his  God,  and  humbled  not  himself  before  Jere- 
miah the  prophet,  speaking  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord.  '^And  he  also  rebelled  against  king  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who  had  made  him  swear  by  God:  but  he 
stiffened  his  neck,  and  hardened  his  heart  from  turning 
unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

''^Moreover  all  the  chief  of  the  priests,  and  the  people, 
transgressed  very  much  after  all  the  abominations  of 
the  heathen ;  and  polluted  the  house  of  the  Lord  which 
he  had  hallowed  in  Jerusalem.  '^And  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers  sent  to  them  *by  his  mes-  ffMs^'LfstngZt 
sengers,  rising  up  *  betimes,  and  sending;  '^^t^d'cZ^uiiy!^^ 
because  he  had  compassion  on  his  people,  and  on  his 
dwelling  place :  '^  but  they  mocked  the  messengers  of 
God,  and  despised  his  words,  and  misused  his  pro- 
phets, until  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  arose  against  his 
people,  till  there  teas  no  *  remedy.  Heb.  heaung. 

'^  Therefore  he  brought  upon  them  the  king  of  the 
Chaldees,  who  slew  their  young  men  with  the  sword 
in  the  house  of  their  sanctuary,  and  had  no  compassion 
upon  young  man  or  maiden,  old  man,  or  him  that 
stooped  for  age :  he  gave  tlieni  all  into  his  hand.  '^And 
all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  great  and  small, 
and  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
treasures  of  the  king,  and  of  his  princes;  all  these  he 
brought  to  Babylon.  '^And  they  burnt  the  house  of 
God,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  and  burnt 
all  the  palaces  thereof  with  fire,  and  destroyed  all 
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the  goodly  vessels  thereof.  '°And  *them  ^'^•^Z'Zlr!^ 
that  had  escaped  from  the  sword  carried  he  away  to 
Babylon;  where  they  were  servants  to  him  and  his 
sons  until  the  reign  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia :  "  to 
fulfil  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah, 
until  the  land  had  enjoyed  her  sabbaths :  for  as  long 
as  she  lay  desolate  she  kept  sabbath,  to  fulfil  three- 
score and  ten  years. 

"  Now  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia, 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  spoken  by  the  mouth  of 
Jeremiah  might  be  accomplished,  the  Lord  stirred  up 
the  spirit  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  that  he  made  a 
proclamation  throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and  put  it 
also  in  writing,  saying,  '^  Thus  saith  Cyrus  king  of 
Persia,  All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  hath  the  Lord 
God  of  heaven  given  me ;  and  he  hath  charged  me  to 
build  him  an  house  in  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah. 
Who  is  there  among  you  of  all  his  people?  The  Lord 
his  God  be  with  him,  and  let  him  go  up. 
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ing, 68;  his  riches,  69,  86, 
87;  he  arranges  the  service 
of  the  people,  71 ;  the  build- 
ing of  the  Temple,  72-75 ;  the 
dedication,  75-82 ;  the  cities 
which  he  built,  83  ;  his  tribu- 
taries, 84 ;  the  Temple  service, 
84 ;  the  queen  of  Sheba's 
visit,  85 ;  his  death,  and  the 
summary  of  his  reign,  88. 


Syrians  smitten  by  David,  42, 
45. 

Temple,  David  wishes  to  build 
one,  40 ;  prepares  materials, 
49 ;  furnishes  the  plan  to 
Solomon,  63  ;  Solomon  builds 
it,  72-75  ;  its  dedication,  75- 
,82;  repaired  under  Hezekiah, 
127;  under  Joash,  151. 

Uzziah's  reign,  121  ;  his  pride 
and  leprosy,  122;  his  death, 
123. 

Worship  of  God  neglected,  96, 
97. 

Zechahiah's  prophecy,  117;  is 
stoned,  117. 

Zedekiah  made  king  by  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, 148;  he  fills  up  the 
measure  of  Judah's  sin,  149 ; 
the  king  of  the  Chaldees  slays 
his  people,  burns  the  Temple, 
and  carries  Judah  captive, 
149,  150. 


THE  BOOK  OF   EZRA 


It  was  about  tlie  year  458  B.C.,  that  Ezra,  himself  one  of  the  exiles  at 
Babylon,  led  the  second  company  of  Jews  from  the  Babylonian  captivity 
into  Palestine, 

Ezra  was  descended  from  Phinehas  the  grandson  of  Aaron,  and  we 
may  surely  see  in  the  dignity  of  this  his  great  descendant,  a  measure 
of  the  reward  of  his  zeal  for  God  in  the  matter  of  Baal-peor. 

The  events  related  in  the  book  of  Ezra  extend  over  a  period  of  about 
eighty  years,  from  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Cjonis,  to  the  eighth 
year  of  Artaxerxes. 

Ezra  describes  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  termination 
of  the  Babylonian  captivity .  and  this  return  of  the  people  to  the  pro- 
mised land,  and  their  establishment  in  Jerusalem,  in  spite  of  every 
obstacle,  prove  that  though  the  people  of  God  may  be  cast  down  they 
are  not  forsaken  (His  mercy  endureth  for  ever), — and  that,  as  ki  the 
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deliverance  from  Egypt,  whenever  the  time  of  His  purposes  has  arrived, 
the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth,  and  controlleth  every  circumstance 
to  the  accomplishment  of  his  will.  He  remembered  the  cry  of  Solomon's 
faith  at  the  dedication  of  the  Temple,  and  brought  again  his  people 
from  the  land  of  their  enemies  for  his  own  name's  sake. 

Chapters  i.-vi.  contain  the  proclamation  of  Cyrus,  with  the  return  of 
the  first  company  of  Jews :  the  completion  and  dedication  of  the 
Temple  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  adversaries  :  and  tlie 
prophesyings  of  Haggai  and  Zechariah. 

Chapters  vii.-x.  contain  the  account  of  Ezra's  return  with  his  com- 
pany, and  the  reformation  he  effected  among  the  people  who  then 
inhabited  Jerusalem  and  the  land. 


E  Z  H  A. 


I.  Now  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia, 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah 
might  be  fulfilled,  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of 
Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  that  he  *made  a  procla-  ?,t;r]ilr 
mation  throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and  put  it  also  in 
writing,  saying, 

'Thus  saith  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  The  Lord  God 
of  heaven  hath  given  me  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth ;  and  he  hath  charged  me  to  build  him  an  house 
at  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah.  ^  Who  is  titer e  among 
you  of  all  his  people?  his  God  be  with  him,  and  let 
him  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah,  and  build 
the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  (he  is  the  God,) 
which  is  in  Jerusalem.  "^And  whosoever  remaineth  in 
any  place  where  he  sojourneth,  let  the  men  of  his 
place  *help  him  with  silver,  and  with  gold,  and  ^hf^-^^! 
with  goods,  and  with  beasts,  beside  the  freewill  offer- 
ing for  the  house  of  God  that  is  in  Jerusalem. 

^  Then  rose  up  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Judah  and 
Benjamin,  and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  with  all 
them  whose  spirit  God  had  raised,  to  go  up  to  build 
the  house  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerusalem,  ^xlnd 
all  they  that  icere  about  them  *  strengthened  '^'''^'tm'f"^ 
their  hands  with  vessels  of  silver,  with  gold,   with 
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goods,  and  with  beasts,  and  with  precious  things,  be- 
side all  that  was  willingly  oiFered. 

^Also  Cyrus  the  king  brought  forth  the  vessels  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
brought  forth  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  had  put  them  in 
the  house  of  his  gods;  ^even  those  did  Cyrus  king 
of  Persia  bring  forth  by  the  hand  of  Mithredath  the 
treasurer,  and  numbered  them  unto  Sheshbazzar,  the 
prince  of  Judah.  ^And  this  is  the  number  of  them: 
thirty  chargers  of  gold,  a  thousand  chargers  of  silver, 
nine  and  twenty  knives,  '"thirty  basons  of  gold,  silver 
basons  of  a  second  sort  four  hundred  and  ten,  and 
other  vessels  a  thousand.  "All  the  vessels  of  gold 
and  of  silver  ivere  five  thousand  and  four  hundred. 
All  these  did  Sheshbazzar  bring  up  with  them,  of  *the 
captivity  that  were  brought  up  from  Babylon  ^^lortauon!^' 
unto  Jerusalem. 

II.  Now  these  are  the  children  of  the  province 
that  went  up  out  of  the  captivity,  of  those  which  had 
been  carried  away,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king 
of  Babylon  had  carried  away  unto  Babylon,  and  came 
again  unto  Jerusalem  and  Judah,  every  one  unto  his 
city;  'Avhich  came  with  Zerubbabel:  Jeshua,  Nehe- 
miah,  *Seraiah,  *Reelaiah,  Mordecai,  Bilshan,  %1'j^Zl^ti. 
*Mizpah,  Bigvai,  *Eehum,  Baanah.  Thenum-  8l:Sr''- 
ber  of  the  men  of  the  people  of  Israel:  Hhe  children 
of  Parosh,  two  thousand  an  hundred  seventy  and 
two.  "^The  children  of  Shephatiah,  three  hundred 
seventy  and  two.  ^  The  children  of  Arah,  seven  hun- 
dred seventy  and  five.  ^  The  children  of  Pahath-moab, 
of  the  children  of  Jeshua  and  Joab,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve.  ^The  children  of  Elam,  a 
thousand  two  hundred  fifty  and  four.  'The  children 
of  Zattu,  nine  hundred  forty  and  five.  ^  The  children 
of  Zaccai,  seven  hundred  and  threescore.     '°The  chil- 
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dren  of  *Bani,  six  hundred  forty  and  two.  or,  sinnui. 
"The  children  of  Bebai,  six  hundred  twenty  and 
three.  '"The  children  of  Azgad,  a  thousand  two  hun- 
dred twenty  and  two.  '"  The  children  of  Adonikam, 
six  hundred  sixty  and  six.  '••  The  children  of  Bigvai, 
two  thousand  fifty  and  six.  '^The  children  of  Adin, 
four  hundred  fifty  and  four.  '^The  children  of  Ater 
of  Hezekiah,  ninety  and  eight.  '^  The  children  of 
Bezai,  three  hundred  twenty  and  three.  '^The  chil- 
dren of  *  Jorah,  an  hundred  and  twelve.  '^  The  or,  sanph. 
children  of  Hashum,  two  hundred  twenty  and  three. 
'°  The  children  of  *Gibbar,  ninety  and  five,  or.aibeon. 
^'  The  children  of  Beth-lehem,  an  hundred  twenty  and 
three.  "The  men  of  Netophah,  fifty  and  six.  '^The 
men  of  Anathoth,  an  hundred  twenty  and  eight.  '*  The 
children  of  *  Azmaveth,  forty  and  two.  "'  The  almavefh. 
children  of  Kirjath-arim,  Chephirah,  and  Beeroth,  seven 
hundred  and  forty  and  three.  '^  The  children  of  Ramah 
and  Gaba,  six  hundred  twenty  and  one.  '^  The  men  of 
^lichmas,  an  hundred  twenty  and  two.  ^^  The  men  of 
Beth-el  and  Ai,  two  hundred  twenty  and  three.  '^The 
children  of  Nebo,  fifty  and  two.  ^'The  children  of 
Magbish,  an  hundred  fifty  and  six.  ^'  The  children  of 
the  other  Elam,  a  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  and  four. 
"'The  children  of  Harim,  three  hundred  and  twenty. 
^^The  children  of  Lod,  *Hadid,  and  Ono,  seven  or,  sarid. 
hundred  twenty  and  five.  ^"^The  children  of  Jericho, 
three  hundred  forty  and  five.  "'  The  children  of 
Senaah,  three  thousand  and  six  hundred  and  thirty. 

^^  The  priests :  the  children  of  Jedaiah,  of  the  house 
of  Jeshua,  nine  hundred  seventy  and  three.  '^The 
children  of  Immer,  a  thousand  fifty  and  two.  ^^  The 
children  of  Pashur,  a  thousand  two  hundred  forty 
and  seven.  ^'The  children  of  Harim,  a  thousand  and 
seventeen. 
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^°  The  Levites :  the  children  of  Jeshua  and  Kadmiel, 
of  the  children  of  *  Hodaviah,  seventy  and  four.  S-'/Hodefah. 

'^'The  singers:  the  children  of  Asaph,  an  hundred 
twenty  and  eight. 

'*'  The  children  of  the  porters :  the  children  of  Shal- 
lum,  the  children  of  Ater,  the  children  of  Talmon,  the 
children  of  Akkub,  the  children  of  Hatita,  the  children 
of  Shobai,  in  all  an  hundred  thirty  and  nine. 

^^  The  Nethinims :  the  children  of  Ziha,  the  children 
of  Hasupha,  the  children  of  Tabbaoth,  "^"^the  children 
of  Keros,  the  children  of  *  Siaha,  the  children  of  or,  sia. 
Padon,  ^Hhe  children  of  Lebanah,  the  children  of  Ha- 
gabah,  the  children  of  Akkub,  '^^the  children  of  Hagab, 
the  children  of  *  Shalmai,  the  children  of  Hanan,  ov,shamiai. 
■•^the  children  of  Giddel,  the  children  of  Gahar,  the 
children  of  Eeaiah,  ^^the  children  of  Eezin,  the  children 
of  Nekoda,  the  children  of  Gazzam,  "^Hhe  children  of 
Uzza,  the  children  of  Paseah,  the  children  of  Besai, 
^°the  children  of  Asnah,  the  children  of  Mehunim,  the 
children  of  *  Nephusim,  "'  the  children  of  or,  NepUshedm. 
Bakbuk,  the  children  of  Hakupha,  the  children  of 
Harhur,  ^'the  children  of  *Bazluth,  the  children  ov,Bazim. 
of  Mehida,  the  children  of  Harsha,  "the  children  of 
Barkos,  the  children  of  Sisera,  the  children  of  Tliamah, 
^Hhe  children  of  Neziah,  the  children  of  Hatipha. 
"  The  children  of  Solomon's  servants :  the  children  of 
Sotai,  the  children  of  Sophereth,  the  children  of  *  Pe- 
ruda,  "^the  children  of  Jaalah,  the  children  of  ov,Ferida. 
Darkon,  the  children  of  Giddel,  "the  children  of  She- 
phatiah,  the  children  of  Hattil,  the  children  of  Poche- 
reth  of  Zebaim,  the  children  of  *  Ami.  ^^  All  the  or,  Amon. 
Nethinims,  and  the  children  of  Solomon's  servants, 
were  three  hundred  ninety  and  two. 

^^And  these  icere  they  which  went  up  from  Tel- 
melah,  Tel-harsa,  Cherub,  *  Addan,  and  Immer;  or, Addon. 


EZRA,    11.  5 

but  they  could  not  shew  their  father's  house,  and  their 
*seed,  whether  they  were  of  Israel:  ^'the  chil-  ov, pedigree. 
dren  of  Delaiah,  the  children  of  Tobiah,  the  children 
of  Xekoda,  six  hundred  fifty  and  two.  ^'And  of  the 
children  of  the  priests :  the  children  of  Habaiah,  the 
children  of  Koz,  the  children  of  Barzillai ;  which  took 
a  wife  of  the  daughters  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite,  and 
was  called  after  their  name :  ^' these  sought  their  register 
among  those  that  were  reckoned  by  genealogy,  but  they 
were  not  found:  therefore  *were  they,  ^}tTZl7e.Sd'^ 
as  polluted,  put  from  the  priesthood.  ^^And  the 
*Tirshatha  said  unto  them,  that  they  should  ov,  governor. 
not  eat  of  the  most  holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a 
priest  with  Urim  and  with  Thummim. 

^"^The  whole  congregation  together  icas  forty  and 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  threescore,  ^^  beside 
their  servants  and  their  maids,  of  whom  there  were 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  thirty  and  seven :  and 
there  were  among  them  two  hundred  singing  men  and 
singing  women.  ^^  Their  horses  were  seven  hundred 
thirty  and  six ;  their  mules,  two  hundred  forty 
and  fiYe ;  ^^  their  camels,  four  hundred  thirty  and 
five  ;  their  asses,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty. 

^^And  some  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  when  they 
came  to  the  house  of  the  Loed  which  is  at  Jerusalem, 
ofiered  freely  for  the  house  of  God  to  set  it  up  in  his 
place:  ^Hhey  gave  after  their  ability  unto  the  treasure 
of  the  work  threescore  and  one  thousand  drams  of 
gold,  and  fiYQ  thousand  pound  of  silver,  and  one  hun- 
dred priests'  garments. 

^°So  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  some  of  the 
people,  and  the  singers,  and  the  porters,  and  the 
Xethinims,  dwelt  in  their  cities,  and  all  Israel  in  their 
cities. 
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III.  And  when  the  seventh  month  was  come,  and 
the  children  of  Israel  icere  in  the  cities,  the  people 
gathered  themselves  together  as  one  man  to  Jerusalem. 
''Then  stood  up  *Jeshua  the  son  of  Jozadak,  ov.josjiua. 
and  his  brethren  the  priests,  and  *Zerubbabel  ^'""^i^u^' 
the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  his  brethren,  and  builded  the 
altar  of  the  God  of  Israel,  to  offer  burnt  offerings 
thereon,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses  the  man 
of  God. 

^  And  they  set  the  altar  upon  his  bases ;  for  fear  teas 
upon  them  because  of  the  people  of  those  countries: 
and  they  offered  burnt  offerings  thereon  unto  the  Lord, 
even  burnt  offerings  morning  and  evening.  "^They  kept 
also  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  as  it  is  written,  and  offered 
the  daily  burnt  offerings  by  number,  according  to  the 
custom,  *as  the  duty  of  every  day  required;  ^hhll'iuMslif. 
^and  afterward  offej^ed  the  continual  burnt  offering, 
both  of  the  new  moons,  and  of  all  the  set  feasts  of  the 
Lord  that  were  consecrated,  and  of  every  one  that 
willingly  offered  a  freewill  offering  unto  the  Lord. 
^From  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  month  began  they 
to  offer  burnt  off'erings  unto  the  Lord.  But  *the 
foundation  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  zc^\:a:::^?^jt:^e,. 
was  not  yet  laid.  ^They  gave  money  also  unto  the 
masons,  and  to  the  *  carpenters;  and  meat,  or,«wtmew. 
and  drink,  and  oil,  unto  them  of  Zidon,  and  to  them 
of  Tyre,  to  bring  cedar  trees  from  Lebanon  to  the 
sea  of  Joppa,  according  to  the  grant  that  they  had  of 
Cyrus  king  of  Persia. 

^  Now  in  the  second  year  of  their  coming  unto  the 
house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  second  month,  began 
Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Jeshua  the  son  of 
Jozadak,  and  the  remnant  of  their  brethren  the  priests 
and  the  Levites,  and  all  they  that  were  come  out  of 
the  captivity  unto  Jerusalem;  and  appointed  the  Le- 
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vites,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  to  set  forward 
the  work  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  ^  Then  stood  Jeshua 
icith  his  sons  and  his  brethren,  Kadniiel  and  his  sons, 
the  sons  of  Judah,  *  together,  to  set  forward  Heb.  as  o«e. 
the  workmen  in  the  house  of  God :  the  sons  of  Henadad, 
with  their  sons  and  their  brethren  the  Levites. 

'°And  Avhen  the  builders  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  they  set  the  priests  in  their  apparel 
with  trumpets,  and  the  Levites  the  sons  of  Asaph  with 
cymbals,  to  praise  the  Lord,  after  the  ordinance  of 
David  king  of  Israel.  "And  they  sang  together  by 
course  in  praising  and  giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ; 
because  he  is  good,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever 
toward  Israel.  And  all  the  people  shouted  with  a  great 
shout,  when  they  praised  the  Lord,  because  the  foun- 
dation of  the  house  of  the  Lord  Avas  laid.  ''But  many 
of  the  priests  and  Levites  and  chief  of  the  fathers,  who 
were  ancient  men,  that  had  seen  the  first  house,  when 
the  foundation  of  this  house  was  laid  before  their  eyes, 
wept  with  a  loud  voice ;  and  many  shouted  aloud  for 
joy:  '^so  that  the  people  could  not  discern  the  noise 
of  the  shout  of  joy  from  the  noise  of  the  weeping  of 
the  people :  for  the  people  shouted  with  a  loud  shout, 
and  the  noise  was  heard  afar  off. 

IV.  Xow  when  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Ben- 
jamin heard  that  *the  children  of  the  cap-  ^taXoZttu' 
tivity  builded  the  temple  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel ; 
'then  they  came  to  Zerubbabel,  and  to  the  chief  of 
the  fathers,  and  said  unto  them,  Let  us  build  with 
you:  for  we  seek  your  God,  as  ye  do;  and  we  do 
sacrifice  unto  him  since  the  days  of  Esar-haddon  king 
of  Assur,  which  brought  us  up  hither.  ^But  Zerub- 
babel, and  Jeshua,  and  the  rest  of  the  chief  of  the 
fathers  of  Israel,  said  unto  them.  Ye  have  nothing  to 
do  with  us  to  build  an  house  unto  our  God;  but  we 
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ourselves  together  will  build  unto  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  as  king  Cyrus  the  king  of  Persia  hath  com- 
manded us. 

"^  Then  the  people  of  the  land  weakened  the  hands 
of  the  people  of  Judah,  and  troubled  them  in  building, 
^and  hired  counsellors  against  them,  to  frustrate  their 
purpose,  all  the  days  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  even 
until  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  Persia. 

^And  in  the  reign  of  *Ahasuerus,  in  the  ^^reri^h'^' 
beginning  of  his  reign,  wrote  they  unto  Jiim  an  accusa- 
tion against  the  inhabitants  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem. 
^And  in  the  clays  of  Artaxerxes  wrote  *Bish-  or,i,i  peace. 
lam,  Mithredath,  Tabeel,  and  the  rest  of  their  *  com- 
panions, unto  Artaxerxes  king  of  Persia;  Reh. societies. 
and  the  writing  of  the  letter  icas  written  in  the  Syrian 
tongue,  and  interpreted  in  the  Syrian  tongue.  ^Re- 
hum  the  chancellor  and  Shimshai  the  *  scribe  or,secretary. 
wrote  a  letter  against  Jerusalem  to  Artaxerxes  the 
king  in  this  sort:  Hhen  ivrote  Rehum  the  chancellor, 
and  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and  the  rest  of  their  *  com- 
panions; the  Dinaites,  the  Apharsathchites,  chau.  societies. 
the  Tarpelites,  the  Apharsites,  the  Archevites,  the 
Babylonians,  the  Susanchites,  the  Dehavites,  a72d  the 
Ekmites,  '''and  the  rest  of  the  nations  whom  the  great 
and  noble  Asnapper  brought  over,  and  set  in  the  cities 
of  Samaria,  and  the  rest  that  are  on  this  side  the  river, 
and  *at  such  a  time.  chaia.  ckeeneth. 

"This  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  that  they  sent  unto 
him,  eve7i  unto  Artaxerxes  the  king;  Thy  servants 
the  men  on  this  side  the  river,  and  at  such  a  time. 
"Be  it  known  unto  the  king,  that  the  Jews  which 
came  up  from  thee  to  us  are  come  unto  Jerusalem, 
buildinir  the  rebellious  and  the  bad  citv,  and  have 
*set  up  the  walls  thereof^  and  *  joined  the  c},'£rJe'fe'd  together. 
foundations.     '^Be  it  known  now  unto  the  king,  that  if 
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this  city  be  builded,  and  the  walls  set  up  again^  then  will 
they  not  *pay  toll,  tribute,  and  custom,  and  so  chaia.  give. 
thou  shalt  endamage  the  *  revenue  of  the  kings.  ov,,trengfh. 
"^  Xow  because  *we  have  maintenance  from  £S'JS'S 
tJie  king's  palace,  and  it  was  not  meet  for  us  uL":^ *^''  ^'" 
to  see  the  king's  dishonour,  therefore  have  we  sent 
and  certified  the  king;  '"that  search  may  be  made  in 
the  book  of  the  records  of  thy  fathers :  so  shalt  thou 
find  in  the  book  of  the  records,  and  know  that  this 
city  is  a  rebellious  city,  and  hurtful  unto  kings  and 
provinces,  and  that  they  have  *  moved  sedition  chaid.^taje. 
*  within  the  same  of  old  time :  for  which  cause  '^^f^'tlV^f. 
was  this  city  destroyed.  '^  We  certify  the  king  that, 
if  this  city  be  builded  again^  and  the  walls  thereof  set 
up,  by  this  means  thou  shalt  have  no  portion  on  this 
side  the  river. 

^'' Then  sent  the  king  an  answer  unto  Rehum  the 
chancellor,  and  to  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and  to  the  rest 
of  tlieir  *  companions  that  dwell  in  Samaria,  chaki.  societies. 
and  unto  the  rest  beyond  the  river.  Peace,  and  at  such 
a  time.  '®  The  letter  which  ye  sent  unto  us  hath  been 
plainly  read  before  me.  ''And  *I  commanded,  ^^JltSrr 
and  search  hath  been  made,  and  it  is  found  that  this 
city  of  old  time  hath  *made  insurrection  against  ^)^p%sdf.^ 
kings,  and  that  rebellion  and  sedition  have  been  made 
therein.  '°  There  have  been  mighty  kings  also  over 
Jerusalem,  which  have  ruled  over  all  countries  beyond 
the  river ;  and  toll,  tribute,  and  custom,  was  paid 
unto  them.  ^'  *  Give  ye  now  commandment  to  ^^fdec^f^ 
cause  these  men  to  cease,  and  that  this  city  be  not 
builded,  until  another  commandment  shall  be  given 
from  me.  "  Take  heed  now  that  ye  fail  not  to  do  this : 
why  should  damage  grow  to  the  hurt  of  the  kings? 

^"  Now  when  the  copy  of  king  Artaxerxes'  letter 
was  read  before  Rehum,  and  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and 
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their  companions,  they  went  up  in  haste  to  Jerusalem 
unto  the  Jews,  and  made  them  to  cease  *by  ^Ifa'poiT!" 
force  and  power.  '^  Then  ceased  the  work  of  the  house 
of  God  which  is  at  Jerusalem.  So  it  ceased  unto  the 
second  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  Persia. 

V.  Then  the  prophets,  Haggai  the  prophet,  and 
Zechariah  the  son  of  Iddo,  prophesied  unto  the  Jews 
that  we^^e  in  Judah  and  Jerusalem  in  the  name  of  the 
God  of  Israel,  even  unto  them.  '  Then  rose  up  Zerub- 
babel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Jeshua  the  son  of 
Jozadak,  and  began  to  build  the  house  of  God  which 
is  at  Jerusalem  :  and  with  them  were  the  prophets 
of  God  helping  them. 

^At  the  same  time  came  to  them  Tatnai,  governor 
on  this  side  the  river,  and  Shethar-boznai,  and  their 
companions,  and  said  thus  unto  them.  Who  hath  com- 
manded you  to  build  this  house,  and  to  make  up  this 
wall?  '^  Then  said  we  unto  them  after  this  manner, 
What  are  the  names  of  the  men  *that  make  ^SSl^'f 
this  building?  ^  But  the  eye  of  their  God  was  upon 
the  elders  of  the  Jews,  that  they  could  not  cause 
them  to  cease,  till  the  matter  came  to  Darius:  and 
then  they  returned  answer  by  letter  concerning  this 
matter. 

^  The  copy  of  the  letter  that  Tatnai,  governor  on 
this  side  the  river,  and  Shethar-boznai,  and  his  com- 
panions the  Apharsachites,  which  icere  on  tliis  side 
the  river,  sent  unto  Darius  the  king:  ^they  sent  a 
letter  unto  him,  *  wherein  was  written  thus;  2SJrJoy- 
Unto  Darius  the  king,  all  peace.  ^  Be  it  known  unto 
the  king,  that  we  went  into  the  province  of  Judea, 
to  the  house  of  the  great  God,  which  is  builded  with 
*  great  stones,  and  timber  is  laid  in  the  walls,  ^^froit'g'.' 
and  this  work  goeth  fast  on,  and  prospereth  in  their 
hands.     ^  Then  asked  we  those  elders,  and  said  unto 
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them  thus,  Who  commanded  you  to  build  this  house, 
and  to  make  up  these  walls  ?  '°  We  asked  their  names 
also,  to  certify  thee,  that  we  might  write  the  names 
of  the  men  that  icere  the  chief  of  them.  "And  thus 
they  returned  us  answer,  saying,  We  are  the  servants 
of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  build  the  house 
that  was  builded  these  many  years  ago,  which  a  great 
king  of  Israel  builded  and  set  up.  '^But  after  that 
our  fathers  had  provoked  the  God  of  heaven  unto 
wrath,  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  Nebuchadnezzar 
the  king  of  Babylon,  the  Chaldean,  who  destroyed 
this  house,  and  carried  the  people  away  into  Babylon. 
'^  But  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  the  king  of  Babylon 
the  same  king  Cyrus  made  a  decree  to  build  this  house 
of  God.  '"^And  the  vessels  also  of  gold  and  silver  of 
the  house  of  God,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  took  out 
of  the  temple  that  teas  in  Jerusalem,  and  brought 
them  into  the  temple  of  Babylon,  those  did  Cyrus 
the  king  take  out  of  the  temple  of  Babylon,  and  they 
were  delivered  unto  one^  whose  name  ivas  Sheshbaz- 
zar,  whom  he  had  made  *  governor;  '^and  said  or,  depufy. 
unto  him.  Take  these  vessels,  go,  carry  them  into  the 
temple  that  is  in  Jerusalem,  and  let  the  house  of  God 
be  builded  in  his  place.  '^  Then  came  the  same  Shesh- 
bazzar,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  house  of  God 
which  is  in  Jerusalem :  and  since  that  time  even  until 
now  hath  it  been  in  building,  and  yet  it  is  not  finished. 
'^  Now  therefore,  if  it  seem  good  to  the  king,  let  there 
be  search  made  in  the  king's  treasure  house,  which 
is  there  at  Babylon,  whether  it  be  so^  that  a  decree 
was  made  of  Cyrus  the  king  to  build  this  house  of 
God  at  Jerusalem,  and  let  the  king  send  his  pleasure 
to  us  concerning  this  matter. 

YI.    Then   Darius  the  king   made  a  decree,    and 
search  was  made  in  the  house  of  the  *  rolls,  chaid.  soots. 
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where  the  treasures  were  *laid  up  in  Babylon.  ^t^ltcZd' 
'And  there  was  found  at  *Achmetha,  in  the  ol'STJ^er. 
palace  that  is  in  the  province  of  the  Medes,  a  roll,  and 
therein  luas  sl  record  thus  written : 

^  In  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  the  king  the  same  Cyrus 
the  king  made  a  decree  concerning  the  house  of  God  at 
Jerusalem,  Let  the  house  be  buiided,  the  place  where 
they  offered  sacrifices,  and  let  the  foundations  thereof 
be  strongly  laid ;  the  height  thereof  threescore  cubits, 
and  the  breadth  thereof  threescore  cubits;  ^ivith  three 
rows  of  great  stones,  and  a  row  of  new  timber :  and 
let  the  expences  be  given  out  of  the  king's  house: 
'and  also  let  the  golden  and  silver  vessels  of  the 
house  of  God,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  took  forth  out 
of  the  temple  which  is  at  Jerusalem,  and  brought 
unto  Babylon,  be  restored,  and  *  brought  again  chaw.  go. 
unto  the  temple  which  is  at  Jerusalem,  every  one  to 
his  place,  and  place  them  in  the  house  of  God. 

^  Now  therefore^  Tatnai,  governor  beyond  the  river, 
Shethar-boznai,  and  *your  companions  the  ^^TodefSs!'' 
Apharsachites,  which  are  beyond  the  river,  be  ye  far 
from  thence  :  ^  let  the  work  of  this  house  of  God 
alone;  let  the  governor  of  the  Jews  and  the  elders 
of  the  Jews  build  this  house  of  God  in  his  place. 
^Moreover  *I  make  a  decree  what  ye  shall  Si.if^'! 
do  to  the  elders  of  these  Jews  for  the  building  of  this 
house  of  God :  that  of  the  king's  goods,  even  of  the 
tribute  beyond  the  river,  forthwith  expences  be  given 
unto  tliese  men,  that  they  be  not  *  hindered.  ^^^^tZe^' 
'^And  that  which  they  have  need  of,  both  young  bul- 
locks, and  rams,  and  lambs,  for  the  burnt  offerings 
of  the  God  of  heaven,  wheat,  salt,  wine,  and  oil,  accord- 
ing to  the  appointment  of  the  priests  whicli  are  at 
Jerusalem,  let  it  be  given  them  day  by  day  without 
fail:   "that  they  may  offer  sacrifices  *of  sweet  ^^rl'^if 
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savours  unto  the  God  of  heaven,  and  pray  for  the 
life  of  the  king,  and  of  his  sons.  "Also  I  have  made 
a  decree,  that  whosoever  shall  alter  this  word,  let 
timber  be  pulled  down  from  his  house,  and  being  set 
up,  *let  him  be  hanged  thereon;  and  let  his  ^^''jt/royed! 
house  be  made  a  dunghill  for  this.  '""And  the  God 
that  hath  caused  his  name  to  dwell  there  destroy  all 
kings  and  people,  that  shall  put  to  their  hand  to  alter 
a7id  to  destroy  this  house  of  God  which  is  at  Jeru- 
salem. I  Darius  have  made  a  decree;  let  it  be  done 
with  speed. 

'^  Then  Tatnai,  governor  on  this  side  the  river, 
Shethar-boznai,  and  their  companions,  according  to 
that  which  Darius  the  king  had  sent,  so  they  did 
speedily. 

'"^And  the  elders  of  the  Jews  builded,  and  they 
prospered  through  the  prophesying  of  Haggai  the 
prophet  and  Zechariah  the  son  of  Iddo.  And  they 
builded,  and  finished  it,  according  to  the  command- 
ment of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  according  to  the 
*  commandment  of  Cyrus,  and  Darius,  and  chaid.  decree. 
Artaxerxes  king  of  Persia.  '^And  this  house  was 
finished  on  the  third  day  of  the  month  Adar,  which 
was  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  the  king. 

'^And  the  children  of  Israel,  the  priests,  and  the 
Levites,  and  the  rest  of  *the  children  of  the  ?j!TIL*s;oZ11 
captivity,  kept  the  dedication  of  this  house  of  God 
with  joy,  '^  and  offered  at  the  dedication  of  this  house 
of  God  an  hundred  bullocks,  two  hundred  rams,  four 
hundred  lambs;  and  for  a  sin  offering  for  all  Israel, 
twelve  he  goats,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes 
of  Israel.  '*  And  they  set  the  priests  in  their  divisions, 
and  the  Levites  in  their  courses,  for  the  service  of 
God,  which  is  at  Jerusalem;  *as  it  is  written  ^^eZSi^^^ 
in  the  book  of  Moses. 
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'^And  the  children  of  the  captivity  kept  the  pass- 
over  upon  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month. 
'Tor  the  priests  and  the  Levites  were  purified  to- 
gether, all  of  them  loere  pure,  and  killed  the  passover 
for  all  the  children  of  the  captivity,  and  for  their 
brethren  the  priests,  and  for  themselves.  "And  the 
children  of  Israel,  which  were  come  again  out  of  cap- 
tivity, and  all  such  as  had  separated  themselves  unto 
them  from  the  filthiness  of  the  heathen  of  the  land, 
to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  did  eat,  "and  kept 
the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven  days  with  joy: 
for  the  Lord  had  made  them  joyful,  and  turned  the 
heart  of  the  king  of  Assyria  unto  them,  to  strengthen 
their  hands  in  the  work  of  the  house  of  God,  the  God 
of  Israel. 

YIL  Now  after  these  things,  in  the  reign  of  Arta- 
xerxes  king  of  Persia,  Ezra  the  son  of  Seraiah,  the 
son  of  Azariah,  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  "^  the  son  of  Shal- 
lum,  the  son  of  Zadok,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  ^  the  son 
of  Amariah,  the  son  of  Azariah,  the  son  of  Meraioth, 
Hhe  son  of  Zerahiah,  the  son  of  Uzzi,  the  son  of 
Bukki,  ^  the  son  of  Abishua,  the  son  of  Pliinehas,  the 
son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron  the  chief  priest: 
^  This  Ezra  went  up  from  Babylon ;  and  he  was  a  ready 
scribe  in  the  law  of  Moses,  which  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel  had  given:  and  the  king  granted  him  all  his 
request,  according  to  the  hand  of  the  Lord  his  God 
upon  him.  ^And  there  went  up  some  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  and  of  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  the 
singers,  and  the  porters,  and  the  Nethinims,  unto 
Jerusalem,  in  the  seventh  year  of  Artaxerxes  the 
king.  ^  And  he  came  to  Jerusalem  in  the  fifth  month, 
which  teas  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  king.  Tor 
upon  the  first  day  of  the  first  month  *  began  seb.  was  the 
he  to  go  up  from  Babylon,  and  on  the  first  'the  going  up. 
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day  of  the  fifth  month  came  he  to  Jerusalem,  accord- 
ing to  the  good  hand  of  his  God  upon  him.  'Tor 
Ezra  had  prepared  his  heart  to  seek  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  do  zV,  and  to  teach  in  Israel  statutes 
and  judgments. 

"  Now  this  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  that  the  king 
Artaxerxes  gave  unto  Ezra  the  priest,  the  scribe,  even 
a  scribe  of  the  words  of  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  and  of  his  statutes  to  Israel. 

'^Artaxerxes,  king  of  kings,  *unto  Ezra  ?;^t/fr:,£^/l' 
the  priest,  a  scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  'Zvet  peaceful  "-^ 
of  heaven,  perfect  |7^ac^,  and  at  such  a  time.  '^I  make 
a  decree,  that  all  they  of  the  people  of  Israel,  and  of 
his  priests  and  Levites,  in  my  realm,  which  are  minded 
of  their  own  freewill  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  go  with 
thee.  "' Forasmuch  as  thou  art  sent  *of  the  ^^^^{'ung'-^'''' 
king,  and  of  his  seven  counsellors,  to  enquire  concern- 
ing Judah  and  Jerusalem,  according  to  the  law  of  thy 
God  which  is  in  thine  hand;  ''and  to  carry  the  silver 
and  gold,  which  the  king  and  liis  counsellors  have 
freely  offered  unto  the  God  of  Israel,  whose  habitation 
is  in  Jerusalem,  '^and  all  the  silver  and  gold  that  thou 
canst  find  in  all  the  province  of  Babylon,  ^^dth  the 
freewill  ofi'ering  of  the  people,  and  of  the  priests, 
ofi'ering  willingly  for  the  house  of  their  God  which  is 
in  Jerusalem:  '^that  thou  mayest  buy  speedily  with 
this  money  bullocks,  rams,  lambs,  with  their  meat 
ofi^erings  and  their  drink  oficrings,  and  offer  them 
upon  the  altar  of  the  house  of  your  God  which  is  in 
Jerusalem.  '^  And  whatsoever  shall  seem  good  to  thee, 
and  to  thy  brethren,  to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  silver 
and  the  gold,  that  do  after  the  will  of  your  God. 
'^  The  vessels  also  that  are  given  thee  for  the  service 
of  the  house  of  thy  God,  those  deliver  thou  before  the 
God  of  Jerusalem.    *°And  whatsoever  more  shall  be 
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needful  for  the  house  of  thy  God,  which  thou  shalt 
have  occasion  to  bestow,  bestow  it  out  of  the  king's 
treasure  house.  ^'And  I,  even  I  Artaxerxes  the  king, 
do  make  a  decree  to  all  the  treasurers  which  are 
beyond  the  river,  that  whatsoever  Ezra  the  priest,  the 
scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  shall  require 
of  you,  it  be  done  speedily,  "unto  an  hundred  talents 
of  silver,  and  to  an  hundred  *  measures  of  wheat,  ^^^f^' 
and  to  an  hundred  baths  of  wine,  and  to  an  hundred 
baths  of  oil,  and  salt  without  prescribing  hoiv  much. 
''  *  Whatsoever  is  commanded  by  the  God  of  ^itffhe'dZZ"!' 
heaven,  let  it  be  diligently  done  for  the  house  of  the 
God  of  heaven  :  for  why  should  there  be  wrath  against 
the  realm  of  the  king  and  his  sons?  **Also  we  certify 
you,  that  touching  any  of  the  priests  and  Levites, 
singers,  porters,  Nethinims,  or  ministers  of  this  house 
of  God,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  impose  toll,  tribute, 
or  custom,  upon  them.  ''^And  thou,  Ezra,  after  the 
wisdom  of  thy  God,  that  is  in  thine  hand,  set  ma- 
gistrates and  judges,  which  may  judge  all  the  people 
that  are  beyond  the  river,  all  such  as  know  the  laws 
of  thy  God ;  and  teach  ye  them  that  know  them  not. 
^^  And  whosoever  will  not  do  the  law  of  thy  God,  and 
the  law  of  the  king,  let  judgment  be  executed  speedily 
upon  him,  whether  it  be  unto  death,  or  *to  ^^l^'°,r'- 
.banishment,  or  to  confiscation  of  goods,  or  to  impri- 
sonment. 

'^  Blessed  he  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  which 
hath  put  sucli  a  thing  as  this  in  the  king's  heart,  to 
beautify  the  liouse  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerusalem : 
^^  and  hath  extended  mercy  unto  me  before  the  king, 
and  his  counsellors,  and  before  all  the  king's  mighty 
princes.  And  I  was  strengthened  as  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  my  God  icas  upon  me,  and  I  gathered  together 
out  of  Israel  chief  men  to  go  up  with  me. 
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YIII.  These  are  now  the  chief  of  their  fathers,  and 
tliis  is  the  genealogy  of  them  that  went  up  with  me 
from  Babylon,  in  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes  the  king. 
"^  Of  the  sons  of  Phinehas ;  Ger shorn  :  of  the  sons  of 
Ithamar;  Daniel:  of  the  sons  of  David;  Hattush.  ^  Of 
the  sons  of  Shechaniah,  of  the  sons  of  Pharosh ;  Zecha- 
riah:  and  with  him  were  reckoned  by  genealogy  of 
the  males  an  hundred  and  fifty.  "^  Of  the  sons  of 
Pahath-moab;  Elihoenai  the  son  of  Zerahiah,  and  with 
him  two  hundred  males.  '"  Of  the  sons  of  Shechaniah ; 
the  son  of  Jahaziel,  and  with  him  three  hundred  males. 
^  Of  the  sons  also  of  Adin ;  Ebed  the  son  of  Jonathan, 
and  with  him  fifty  males.  "  And  of  the  sons  of  Elam ; 
Jeshaiah,  the  son  of  Athaliah,  and  with  him  seventy 
males.  ^  And  of  the  sons  of  Shephatiah ;  Zebadiah  the 
son  of  Michael,  and  with  him  fourscore  males.  ^Of  the 
sons  of  Joab ;  Obadiah  the  son  of  Jehiel,  and  with  him 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  males.  '"And  of  the  sons 
of  Shelomith ;  the  son  of  Josiphiah,  and  with  him  an 
hundred  and  threescore  males.  "And  of  the  sons  of 
Bebai ;  Zechariah  the  son  of  Bebai,  and  with  him 
twenty  and  eight  males.  ''And  of  the  sons  of  Azgad; 
Johanan  *  the  son  of  Hakkatan,  and  with  him  ^''Z\iT'' 
an  hundred  and  ten  males.  '^And  of  the  last  sons  of 
Adonikam,  whose  names  ca^e  these,  Eliphelet,  Jeiel, 
and  Shemaiah,  and  with  them  threescore  males.  '"^Of 
the  sons  also  of  Bigvai;  Uthai,  and  *Zabbud,  ov,zaccur. 
and  with  them  seventy  males. 

'^And  I  gathered  them  together  to  the  river  that 
runneth  to  Ahava;  and  there  *  abode  we  in  or,  pitched. 
tents  three  days:  and  I  viewed  the  people,  and  the 
priests,  and  found  there  none  of  the  sons  of  Levi. 
'^  Then  sent  I  for  Eliezer,  for  Ariel,  for  Shemaiah,  and 
for  Elnathan,  and  for  Jarib,  and  for  Elnathan,  and  for 
Nathan,  and  for  Zechariah,  and  for  Meshullam,  chief 

JE.  3. 


18  EZRA,    VIII. 

men ;  also  for  Joiarib,  and  for  Elnathan,  men  of  under- 
standing. '^And  I  sent  them  with  commandment  unto 
Iddo  the  chief  at  the  place  Casiphia,  and  *I  ^inh^Frtoruh' 
told  them  what  they  should  say  imto  Iddo,  and  to  his 
brethren  the  Nethinims,  at  the  place  Casiphia,  that 
they  sliould  bring  unto  us  ministers  for  the  house  of 
our  God.  '^And  by  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon 
us  they  brought  us  a  man  of  understanding,  of  the 
sons  of  Mahli,  the  son  of  Levi,  the  son  of  Israel ;  and 
Sherebiah,  with  his  sons  and  his  brethren,  eighteen; 
'^  and  Hashabiah,  and  with  him  Jeshaiah  of  the  sons  of 
Merari,  his  brethren  and  their  sons,  twenty  ;  ^°  also 
of  the  Nethinims,  whom  David  and  the  princes  had 
appointed  for  the  service  of  the  Levites,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  Nethinims :  all  of  them  were  expressed  by 
name. 

^'  Then  I  proclaimed  a  fast  there,  at  the  river  of 
Ahava,  that  we  might  afflict  ourselves  before  our  God, 
to  seek  of  him  a  right  way  for  us,  and  for  our  little 
ones,  and  for  all  our  substance.  "  For  I  was  ashamed 
to  require  of  the  king  a  band  of  soldiers  and  horsemen 
to  help  us  against  the  enemy  in  the  way :  because  we 
had  spoken  unto  the  king,  saying.  The  hand  of  our 
God  is  upon  all  them  for  good  that  seek  him ;  but  his 
power  and  his  wrath  is  against  all  them  that  forsake 
him.  *^  So  we  fasted  and  besought  our  God  for  this : 
and  he  was  intreated  of  us. 

^^  Then  I  separated  twelve  of  the  chief  of  the  priests, 
Sherebiah,  Hashabiah,  and  ten  of  their  brethren  with 
them,  '^and  weighed  unto  them  the  silver,  and  the 
gold,  and  the  vessels,  even  the  offering  of  the  house  of 
our  God,  which  the  king,  and  his  counsellors,  and  his 
lords,  and  all  Israel  there  present  had  oifered :  "^  I 
even  weighed  unto  their  hand  six  hundred  and  fifty 
talents  of  silver,  and  silver  vessels  an  hundred  talents, 
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and  of  gold  an  hundred  talents;  '^also  twenty  basons 
of  gold,  of  a  thousand  drams;  and  two  vessels  of  *fine 
copper,  *  precious  as  gold.  ^^And  I  said  ^J'^^'S^'^i^l 
unto  them.  Ye  are  holy  unto  the  Lord;  the  vessels 
are  holy  also;  and  the  silver  and  the  gold  are  a  free- 
will offering  unto  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers. 
'^  AYatch  ye,  and  keep  tliem^  until  ye  weigh  them  before 
the  chief  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  chief  of 
the  fathers  of  Israel,  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  chambers  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  ^°  So  took  the  priests  and  the 
Levites  the  weight  of  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the 
vessels,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  house  of 
our  God. 

^'  Then  we  departed  from  the  river  of  Ahava  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  the  first  month,  to  go  unto  Jerusalem : 
and  the  hand  of  our  God  was  upon  us,  and  he  dehvered 
us  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  of  such  as  lay  in 
wait  by  the  way.  ^'And  we  came  to  Jerusalem,  and 
abode  there  three  days.  '^  Xow  on  the  fourth  day  was 
the  silver  and  the  gold  and  the  vessels  weighed  in  the 
house  of  our  God  by  the  hand  of  Meremoth  the  son  of 
L^riah  the  priest;  and  ^\ath  him  teas  Eleazar  the  son 
of  Phinehas;  and  with  them  was  Jozabad  the  son  of 
Jeshua,  and  Noadiah  the  son  of  Binnui,  Levites ;  ^^  by 
number  and  by  weight  of  every  one:  and  all  the 
weight  was  written  at  that  time. 

'"'"Also  the  children  of  those  that  had  been  carried 
away,  which  were  come  out  of  the  captivity,  offered 
burnt  offerings  unto  the  God  of  Israel,  twelve  bullocks 
for  all  Israel,  ninety  and  six  rams,  seventy  and  seven 
lambs,  twelve  he  goats  for  a  sin  offering :  all  this  was 
a  burnt  offering  unto  the  Lord.  ^^And  they  delivered 
the  king's  commissions  unto  the  king's  lieutenants, 
and  to  the  governors  on  this  side  the  river :  and  they 
furthered  the  people,  and  the  house  of  God. 
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IX.  Now  when  these  things  were  done,  the  princes 
came  to  me,  saying,  The  people  of  Israel,  and  the 
priests,  and  the  Levites,  have  not  separated  themselves 
from  the  people  of  the  lands,  doing  according  to  their 
abominations,  even  of  the  Canaanites,  the  Hittites,  the 
Perizzites,  the  Jebusites,  the  Ammonites,  the  Moabites, 
the  Egyptians,  and  the  Amorites.  ''For  they  have 
taken  of  their  daughters  for  themselves,  and  for  their 
sons :  so  that  the  holy  seed  have  mingled  themselves 
with  the  people  of  those  lands :  yea,  the  hand  of  the 
princes  and  rulers  hath  been  chief  in  this  trespass. 
^And  when  I  heard  this  thing,  I  rent  my  garment  and 
my  mantle,  and  plucked  off  the  hair  of  my  head  and 
of  my  beard,  and  sat  down  astonied.  ''  Then  were 
assembled  unto  me  every  one  that  trembled  at  the 
words  of  the  God  of  Israel,  because  of  the  transgres- 
sion of  those  that  had  been  carried  away;  and  I  sat 
astonied  until  the  evening  sacrifice. 

^And  at  the  evening  sacrifice  I  arose  up  from  my 
*  heaviness;  and  having  rent  my  garment  and  ov,  affliction. 
my  mantle,  I  fell  upon  my  knees,  and  spread  out  my 
hands  unto  the  J^ord  my  God,  ^  and  said, 

0  my  God,  I  am  ashamed  and  blush  to  lift  up  my 
face  to  thee,  my  God :  for  our  iniquities  are  increased 
over  our  head,  and  our  *  trespass  is  grown  up  or,  guiltiness. 
unto  the  heavens.  ^  Since  the  days  of  our  fathers  have 
we  been  in  a  great  trespass  unto  this  day ;  and  for  our 
iniquities  have  we,  our  kings,  and  our  priests,  been 
delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  kings  of  the  lands, 
to  the  sword,  to  captivity,  and  to  a  spoil,  and  to  con- 
fusion of  face,  as  it  is  this  day.  ^And  now  for  a  *  little 
space  grace  hath  been  shewed  from  the  Lord  Heb.  moment. 
our  God,  to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  escape,  and  to  give 
us  *a  nail  in  his  holy  place,  that  our  God  or,  a  pin:  that  is, 

J     1.  '   ^  -a  constant  and  sure 

may  lighten  our  eyes,  and  give  us  a  little  ^^bode. 
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reviving  in  our  bondage.  ^  For  we  ivere  bondmen ; 
yet  our  God  hath  not  forsaken  us  in  our  bondage,  but 
hath  extended  mercy  unto  us  in  the  sight  of  the  kings 
of  Persia,  to  give  us  a  reviving,  to  set  up  the  house  of 
our  God,  and  *to  repair  the  desolations  thereof,  ^euip"- 
and  to  give  us  a  wall  in  Judah  and  in  Jerusalem. 
'°And  now,  0  our  God,  what  shall  we  say  after  this? 
for  we  have  forsaken  thy  commandments,  "which 
thou  hast  commanded  *by  thy  servants  the  ^ofti^yitlaZ^ 
prophets,  saying,  The  land,  unto  which  ye  go  to  pos- 
sess it,  is  an  unclean  land  with  the  filthiness  of  the 
people  of  the  lands,  with  their  abominations,  which 
have  filled  it  *from  one  end  to  another  ^\dth  ^'VrJ«r"'^ 
their  uncleanness.  '"  Now  therefore  give  not  your 
daughters  unto  their  sons,  neither  take  their  daugh- 
ters unto  your  sons,  nor  seek  their  peace  or  their 
wealth  for  ever :  that  ye  may  be  strong,  and  eat  the 
good  of  the  land,  and  leave  it  for  an  inheritance  to 
your  children  for  ever.  '^And  after  all  that  is  come 
upon  us  for  our  evil  deeds,  and  for  our  great  trespass, 
seeing  that  thou  our  God  *hast  punished  ^;,^J:tt',tS/r 
us  less  than  our  iniquities  deserve^  and  hast  given  us 
sucli  deliverance  as  this;  '^should  we  again  break  thy 
commandments,  and  join  in  affinity  with  the  people 
of  these  abominations,  wouldest  not  thou  be  angry 
^vith  us  till  thou  hadst  consumed  us^  so  that  there 
should  he  no  remnant  nor  escaping?  ''0  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  thou  art  righteous :  for  we  remain  yet  escaped, 
as  it  is  this  day:  behold,  we  are  before  thee  in  our 
trespasses :  for  we  cannot  stand  before  thee  because  of 
this. 

X.  X^ow  when  Ezra  had  prayed,  and  when  he  had 
confessed,  weeping  and  casting  himself  down  before 
the  house  of  God,  there  assembled  unto  him  out  of 
Israel  a  very  great  congregation  of  men  and  women 
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and  children:  for  the  people  *wept  very  ^^^•J''^-„^^'*'''' 
sore.  'And  Shechaniah  the  son  of  Jehiel,  one  of  the 
sons  of  Elam,  answered  and  said  unto  Ezra,  We  have 
trespassed  against  our  God,  and  have  taken  strange 
wives  of  the  people  of  the  land:  yet  now  there  is 
hope  in  Israel  concerning  this  thing.  ^  Now  therefore 
let  us  make  a  covenant  with  our  God  *to  put  ^^^j-ortt'''^ 
away  all  the  wives,  and  such  as  are  born  of  them, 
according  to  the  counsel  of  my  lord,  and  of  those  that 
tremble  at  the  commandment  of  our  God;  and  let  it 
be  done  according  to  the  law.  '^ Arise ;  for  this  matter 
helongeth  unto  thee:  we  also  will  he  with  thee:  be 
of  good  courage,  and  do  it. 

^  Then  arose  Ezra,  and  made  the  chief  priests,  the 
Levites,  and  all  Israel,  to  swear  that  they  should  do 
according  to  this  word.  And  they  sware.  ^  Then 
Ezra  rose  up  from  before  the  house  of  God,  and  went 
into  the  chamber  of  Johanan  the  son  of  Eliashib :  and 
when  he  came  thither,  he  did  eat  no  bread,  nor  drink 
water :  for  he  mourned  because  of  the  transgression  of 
them  that  had  been  carried  away. 

^And  they  made  proclamation  throughout  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  unto  all  the  children  of  the  captivity, 
that  they  should  gather  themselves  together  unto  Je- 
rusalem ;  ^  and  that  whosoever  would  not  come  within 
three  days,  according  to  the  counsel  of  the  princes  and 
the  elders,  all  his  substance  should  be  *for-  B^eh.  devoted. 
feited,  and  himself  separated  from  the  congregation  of 
those  that  had  been  carried  away. 

^  Then  all  the  men  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  gathered 
themselves  together  unto  Jerusalem  within  three  days. 
It  was  the  ninth  month,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
month;  and  all  the  people  sat  in  the  street  of  the 
house  of  God,  trembling  because  of  this  matter,  and 
for  *the  great  rain.     '°And  Ezra  the  priest  stood  ^^howers. 
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up,  and  said  unto  them,   Ye  have  transgressed,  and 
*have  taken  strano^e  wives,  to  increase  the  B.eh.  have  caused 

p    T  1  1 1  A-^  .^  n  -.to  dwell,  or,  have 

trespass  oi  Israel.        JNow  therefore  make  brought  back. 
confession  unto  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  and  do 
his  pleasure :  and  separate  yourselves  from  the  people 
of  the  land,  and  from  the  strange  wives. 

'^  Then  all  the  congregation  answered  and  said  Avith 
a  loud  voice.  As  thou  hast  said,  so  must  we  do.  ''  But 
the  people  are  many,  and  it  is  a  time  of  much  rain, 
and  we  are  not  able  to  stand  without,  neither  is  this 
a  work  of  one  day  or  two:  for  *we  are  ^;;jJr£7S/- 
many  tliat  have  transgressed  in  this  thing.  '*  Let  now 
our  rulers  of  all  the  congregation  stand,  and  let  all 
them  which  have  taken  strange  wives  in  our  cities 
come  at  appointed  times,  and  with  them  the  elders 
of  every  city,  and  the  judges  thereof,  until  the  fierce 
wrath  of  our  God  *for  this  matter  be  turned  ^te'^sfrhef' 
from  us. 

'"  Only  Jonathan  the  son  of  Asahel  and  Jahaziah 
the  son  of  Tikvah  *were  employed  about  this  B.eh.  stood. 
matter:  and  Meshullam  and  Shabbethai  the  Levite 
helped  them.  '^And  the  children  of  the  captivity 
did  so. 

And  Ezra  the  priest,  with  certain  chief  of  the  fathers, 
after  the  house  of  their  fathers,  and  all  of  them  by 
their  names,  were  separated,  and  sat  down  in  the  first 
day  of  the  tenth  month  to  examine  the  matter.  '^And 
they  made  an  end  with  all  the  men  that  had  taken 
strange  wives  by  the  first  day  of  the  first  month. 
'^And  among  the  sons  of  the  priests  there  were  found 
that  had  taken  strange  wives  :  namely^  of  the  sons 
of  Jeshua  the  son  of  Jozadak,  and  his  brethren ;  Maa- 
seiah,  and  Eliezer,  and  Jarib,  and  Gedaliah.  '^And 
they  gave  their  hands  that  they  would  put  away  their 
wives;   and  being  guilty,   they  offered  a  ram  of  the 


24  EZEA,    X. 

flock  for  their  trespass.  ''^And  of  the  sons  of  Immer; 
Hanani,  and  Zebadiah.  '''And  of  the  sons  of  Harim; 
Maaseiah,  and  Elijah,  and  Shemaiah,  and  Jehiel,  and 
Uzziah.  "And  of  the  sons  of  Pashur ;  Elioenai,  Maa- 
seiah, Ishmael,  Nethaneel,  Jozabad,  and  Elasah.  '^Also 
of  the  Levites;  Jozabad,  and  Shimei,  and  Kelaiah,  (the 
same  is  Kelita,)  Pethahiah,  Judah,  and  EHezer.  ^^Of 
the  singers  also ;  Eliashib :  and  of  the  porters ;  Shal- 
lum,  and  Telem,  and  Uri.  ^^  Moreover  of  Israel :  of 
the  sons  of  Parosh ;  Ramiah,  and  Jeziah,  and  Malchiah, 
and  Miamin,  and  Eleazar,  and  Malchijah,  and  Benaiah. 
*^And  of  the  sons  of  Elara  ;  Mattaniah,  Zechariah, 
and  Jehiel,  and  Abdi,  and  Jeremoth,  and  Ehah.  ''"And 
of  the  sons  of  Zattu;  Elioenai,  Eliashib,  Mattaniah, 
and  Jeremoth,  and  Zabad,  and  Aziza.  *^  Of  the  sons 
also  of  Bebai;  Jehohanan,  Hananiah,  Zabbai,  a7id 
Athlai.  '^And  of  the  sons  of  Bani;  Meshullam,  Mal- 
luch,  and  Adaiah,  Jashub,  and  Sheal,  and  Eamoth. 
^°And  of  the  sons  of  Pahath-moab;  Adna,  and  Chelal, 
Benaiah,  Maaseiah,  Mattaniah,  Bezaleel,  and  Binnui, 
and  Manasseh.  ^'And  of  the  sons  of  Harim;  Eliezer, 
Ishijah,  Malchiah,  Shemaiah,  Shimeon,  ^^  Benjamin, 
Malluch,  and  Shemariah.  ^^  Of  the  sons  of  Hashnm ; 
Mattenai,  Mattathah,  Zabad,  Eliphelet,  Jeremai,  Ma- 
nasseh, aiid  Shimei.  ^"^  Of  the  sons  of  Bani;  Maadai, 
Amram,  and  Uel,  ^"  Benaiah,  Bedeiah,  Chelluh,  ^^  Ya- 
niah,  Meremoth,  Eliashib,  "  Mattaniah,  Mattenai,  and 
Jaasau,  "^  and  Bani,  and  Binnui,  Shimei,  ^^  and  Shele- 
miah,  and  Nathan,  and  Adaiah,  ^^  *  Machna-  or,  Mainadehai. 
debai,  Shashai,  Sharai,  "^'Azareel,  and  Shelemiah,  She- 
mariah, ^^  Shallum,  Amariah,  and  Joseph.  ^^  Of  the 
sons  of  Nebo ;  Jeiel,  Mattithiah,  Zabad,  Zebina,  Jadau, 
and  Joel,  Benaiah.  ^"^All  these  had  taken  strange 
wives:  and  some  of  them  had  wives  by  whom  they 
had  children. 
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Adyersakies  of  the  Jews  at 
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8 ;  accuse  the  Jews  to  Aha- 
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xerxes,  8 ;  stop  for  a  time 
the  building  of  the  Temple, 
9  ;  their  letter  to  Darius,  1 1 ; 
his  reply,  12. 

Artaxerxes  countermands  the 
decree  of  Cyrus,  9 ;  letter  to 
Ezra,  15;  and  decree,  16. 

Cyrus,  his  mind  divinely  influ- 
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2 ;  his  grant  of  materials  for 
the  Temple,  6  ;  his  decree  re- 
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12. 
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fession,  20,  21 ;  the  separation 
of  the  Jews  from  heathen 
alliances,  22-24. 

Haggai  prophesies,  10,  13. 

Jeeusalem  to  be  rebuilt,  1 ;  the 
great  gathering  of  the  returned 
families,  6  ;  their  offerings, 
5,  6. 

Jews  invited  to  return  by  Cyrus, 
1 ;  those  who  took  advantage 
of  this  offer,  1-4 ;  their  offer- 
ings at  Jerusalem,  5,  6  ;  those 
who  accompany  Ezra,  14,  15, 
17  ;  Ezra  appoints  a  fast,  18  ; 
the  separation  from  strange 
wives,  20-24 ;  names  of  the 
offenders,  24. 

Passover  at  the  dedication  of 
the  Temple,  14. 


Tabernacles,  feast  of,  6. 

Temple,  vessels  given  up  by  Cy- 
rus, 2 ;  its  worship  restored,  6 ; 
its  foundation  laid,  7 ;  its  re- 
building stopped,  9  ;  the  work 
renewed,  10;  Darius  con- 
firms the  decree  of  Cyrus,  12  ; 
and  furnishes  materials,  12, 
13;  the  building  is  finished, 
13;  the  dedication,  13;  Ar- 
taxerxes  encourages  the  Jews 
by  Ezra,  15  ;  his  decree,  16. 

Zechariah  prophesies,  10,  13. 

Zerubbabel  builds  the  altar,  6 ; 
and  sets  about  the  rebuilding 
of  the  Temple,  7  ;  proceeds  in 
spite  of  the  decree  obtained 
by  the  adversaries,  10 ;  is 
sanctioned  by  Darius,  12. 
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Nehemiah's  history  commences  after  an  interyal  of  about  twelve 
years  from  the  close  of  the  book  of  Ezra. 

It  was  while  Nehemiah  was  cupbearer  in  the  palace  of  Shushan, 
about  the  year  444  B.C.,  that  Artaxerxes,  learning  the  cause  of  his 
evident  distress  of  mind,  was  led  of  God  to  favour  his  return  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  to  provide  from  the  treasures  of  his  kingdom  the  materials 
required  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  the  Holy  City. 

Nehemiah  accordingly  set  out  for  Jerusalem,  the  good  hand  of  his 
God  being  with  him,  and  he  speedily  accomplished  the  rebuilding  of  the 
wall,  though  beset  with  various  and  trying  opposition  from  without  and 
from  within.  After  an  absence  from  Shushan  of  about  twelve  years, 
Nehemiah  returned,  and  was  afterwards  permitted  to  visit  Jerusalem 
a  second  time. 

After  the  building  of  the  wall,  the  efforts  of  ISTehemiah  were  directed 
against  the  sins  and  cruelties  of  his  countrymen,  among  whom  he 
effected  many  important  reforms. 


11  INTRODUCTION. 

He  was  tliroughout  his  mission  to  Ms  people  powerfully  assisted  by 
Ezra.  His  labours  appear  to  have  extended  over  a  space  of  about 
thirty-six  years,  ending  about  the  year  of  the  world,  3595. 

In  the  first  twelve  chapters  are  described  the  arrival  of  Nehemiah ; 
the  building  and  dedication  of  the  walls;  and  the  renewal  of  the 
covenant. 

The  last  chapter  contains  the  account  of  Nehemiah's  second  visit  to 
Jerusalem,  and  the  further  reforms  he  effected  among  the  people. 


NEHEMIAH 


I.  The  words  of  Xehemiah  the  son  of  Hachaliah. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  month  Chisleu,  in  the 
twentieth  year,  as  I  was  in  Shush  an  the  palace,  Hhat 
Hanani,  one  of  my  brethren,  came,  he  and  certain 
men  of  Judah ;  and  I  asked  them  concerning  the  Jews 
that  had  escaped,  which  were  left  of  the  captivity,  and 
concerning  Jerusalem.  ^And  they  said  unto  me.  The 
remnant  that  are  left  of  the  captivity  there  in  the 
province  are  in  great  affliction  and  reproach :  the  wall 
of  Jerusalem  also  is  broken  down,  and  the  gates  thereof 
are  burned  with  fire. 

"^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  I  heard  these  words, 
that  I  sat  down  and  wept,  and  mourned  certain  days, 
and  fasted,  and  prayed  before  the  God  of  heaven,  'and 
said,  I  beseech  thee,  0  Lord  God  of  heaven,  the  great 
and  terrible  God,  that  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  for 
them  that  love  him  and  observe  his  commandments; 
^let  thine  ear  now  be  attentive,  and  thine  eyes  open, 
that  thou  mayest  hear  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  which 
I  pray  before  thee  now,  day  and  night,  for  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  thy  servants,  and  confess  the  sins  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  which  we  have  sinned  against  thee: 
both  I  and  my  father's  house  have  sinned.  'We  have 
dealt  very  corruptly  against  thee,  and  have  not  kept 
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the  commandments,  nor  the  statutes,  nor  the  judg- 
ments, which  thou  commandedst  thy  servant  Moses. 
*  Remember,  I  beseech  thee,  the  word  that  thou  com- 
mandedst thy  servant  Moses,  saying.  If  ye  transgress, 
I  will  scatter  you  abroad  among  the  nations:  ^but  if 
ye  turn  unto  me,  and  keep  my  commandments,  and 
do  them ;  though  there  were  of  you  cast  out  unto  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  heaven,  yet  will  I  gather  them 
from  thence,  and  will  bring  them  unto  the  place  that 
I  have  chosen  to  set  my  name  there.  '°]N[ow  these  are 
thy  servants  and  thy  people,  whom  thou  hast  redeemed 
by  thy  great  power,  and  by  thy  strong  hand.  "0 
Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  let  now  thine  ear  be  attentive 
to  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  to  the  prayer  of  thy 
servants,  who  desire  to  fear  thy  name :  and  prosper,  I 
pray  thee,  thy  servant  this  day,  and  grant  him  mercy  in 
the  sight  of  this  man.     For  I  was  the  king's  cupbearer. 

II.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  month  Nisan,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  the  king,  that  wine  was 
before  him :  and  I  took  up  the  wine,  and  gave  it  unto 
the  king.  Now  I  had  not  been  beforetime  sad  in  his 
presence.  ''Wherefore  the  king  said  unto  me.  Why  is 
thy  countenance  sad,  seeing  thou  art  not  sick?  this  is 
nothing  else  but  sorrow  of  heart.  Then  I  was  very 
sore  afraid,  ^and  said  unto  the  king.  Let  the  king  live 
for  ever;  why  should  not  my  countenance  be  sad, 
when  the  city,  the  place  of  my  fathers'  sepulchres,  lieth 
waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  consumed  with  fire  ? 

'*Then  the  king  said  unto  me.  For  what  dost  thou 
make  request?  So  I  j)rayed  to  the  God  of  heaven. 
^  And  I  said  unto  the  king.  If  it  please  the  king,  and 
if  thy  servant  have  found  favour  in  thy  sight,  that 
thou  wouldest  send  me  unto  Judah,  unto  the  city  of 
my  fathers'  sepulchres,  that  I  may  build  it. 

^  And  the  king  said  unto  me,  (the  *  queen  also  Heb.utje, 
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sitting  by  him, )  For  how  long  shall  thy  journey  be  ? 
and  when  wilt  thou  return  ?  So  it  pleased  the  king  to 
send  me;  and  I  set  him  a  time.  ^Moreover  I  said 
unto  the  king,  If  it  please  the  king,  let  letters  be 
given  me  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river,  that  they 
may  convey  me  over  till  I  come  into  Judah ;  ^  and  a 
letter  unto  Asaph  the  keeper  of  the  king's  forest,  that 
he  may  give  me  timber  to  make  beams  for  the  gates 
of  the  palace  which  appertained  to  the  house,  and  for 
the  wall  of  the  city,  and  for  the  house  that  I  shall 
enter  into.  And  the  king  granted  me,  according  to 
the  good  hand  of  my  God  upon  me. 

^Then  I  came  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river, 
and  gave  them  the  king's  letters.  Kow  the  king  had 
sent  captains  of  the  army  and  horsemen  with  me. 
'"When  Sanballat  the  Horonite,  and  Tobiah  the  ser- 
vant, the  Ammonite,  heard  of  it^  it  grieved  them 
exceedingly  that  there  was  come  a  man  to  seek  the 
welfare  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

"  So  I  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  there  three  days. 
"And  I  arose  in  the  night,  I  and  some  few  men  with 
me;  neither  told  I  any  man  what  my  God  had  put  in 
my  heart  to  do  at  Jerusalem :  neither  icas  there  any 
beast  with  me,  save  the  beast  that  I  rode  upon.  '^And 
I  went  out  by  night  by  the  gate  of  the  valley,  even 
before  the  dragon  well,  and  to  the  dung  port,  and 
viewed  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  which  were  broken 
down,  and  the  gates  thereof  were  consumed  with  fire. 
'^Then  I  went  on  to  the  gate  of  the  fountain,  and  to 
the  king's  pool :  but  tliere  was  no  place  for  the  beast  that 
teas  under  me  to  pass.  '^Then  went  I  up  in  the  night 
by  the  brook,  and  viewed  the  wall,  and  turned  back,  and 
entered  by  the  gate  of  the  valley,  and  so  returned. 

'^And  the  rulers  knew  not  whither  I  went,  or  what 
I  did ;  neither  had  I  as  yet  told  it  to  the  Jews,  nor  to 
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the  priests,  nor  to  the  nobles,  nor  to  the  rulers,  nor  to 
the  rest  that  did  the  work.  '^Then  said  I  unto  them, 
Ye  see  the  distress  that  we  are  in,  how  Jerusalem  lieth 
waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned  with  fire: 
come,  and  let  us  build  up  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  that 
we  be  no  more  a  reproach.  '^Then  I  told  them  of  the 
hand  of  my  God  which  was  good  upon  me ;  as  also  the 
king's  words  that  he  had  spoken  unto  me.  And  they 
said,  Let  us  rise  up  and  build.  So  they  strengthened 
their  hands  for  tliis  good  n:)ork. 

'^But  when  Sanballat  the  Horonite,  and  Tobiah  the 
servant,  the  Ammonite,  and  Geshem  the  Arabian, 
heard  zY,  they  laughed  us  to  scorn,  and  despised  us, 
and  said.  What  is  this  thing  that  ye  do?  will  ye  rebel 
against  the  king?  '°  Then  answered  I  them,  and 
said  unto  them.  The  God  of  heaven,  he  will  prosper 
us ;  therefore  we  his  servants  will  arise  and  build : 
but  ye  have  no  portion,  nor  right,  nor  memorial,  in 
Jerusalem. 

III.  Then  Eliashib  the  high  priest  rose  up  with  his 
brethren  the  priests,  and  they  builded  the  sheep  gate ; 
they  sanctified  it,  and  set  up  the  doors  of  it;  even 
unto  the  tower  of  Meah  they  sanctified  it,  unto  the 
tower  of  Hananeel.  'And  *next  unto  him  ^t-"l^'' 
builded  the  men  of  Jericho.  And  next  to  them 
builded  Zaccur  the  son  of  Imri. 

^But  the  fish  gate  did  the  sons  of  Hassenaah  build, 
who  also  laid  the  beams  thereof,  and  set  up  the  doors 
thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof.  "^And 
next  unto  them  repaired  Meremoth  the  son  of  Urijah, 
the  son  of  Koz.  And  next  unto  them  repaired  Meshul- 
1am  the  son  of  Berechiah,  the  son  of  Meshezabeel.  And 
next  unto  them  repaired  Zadok  the  son  of  Baana. 
'  And  next  unto  them  the  Tekoites  repaired ;  but  their 
nobles  put  not  their  necks  to  the  work  of  their  Lord. 
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^Moreover  the  old  gate  repaired  Jehoiada  the  son  of 
Paseah,  and  Meshullani  the  son  of  Besodeiah ;  they  laid 
the  beams  thereof,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  and 
the  locks  thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof.  ^And  next 
unto  them  repaired  ^Melatiah  the  Gibeonite,  and  Jadon 
the  Meronothite,  the  men  of  Gibeon,  and  of  Mizpah, 
unto  the  throne  of  the  governor  on  this  side  the  river. 
^Xext  unto  him  repaired  Uzziel  the  son  of  Harhaiah, 
of  the  goldsmiths.  Next  unto  him  also  repaired  Hana- 
niah  the  son  of  one  of  the  apothecaries,  and  they 
*  fortified  Jerusalem  unto  \\\q  broad  wall.  "^JfJZT^Z 
^And  next  unto  them  repaired  Rephaiah  the  son  of 
Hur,  the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Jerusalem.  ''And 
next  unto  them  repaired  Jedaiah  the  son  of  Harumaph, 
even  over  ag^ainst  his  house.  And  next  unto  him 
repaired  Hattush  the  son  of  Hashabniah.  "Malchijah 
the  son  of  Harim,  and  Hashub  the  son  of  Pahath-moab, 
repaired  the  *  other  piece,  and  the  tower  of  the  ^t'eamr^ 
furnaces.  ''And  the  next  unto  him  repaired  Shallum 
the  son  of  Halohesh,  the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of 
Jerusalem,  he  and  his  daughters. 

'^The  valley  gate  repaired  Hanun,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  Zanoah ;  they  built  it,  and  set  up  the  doors 
thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof,  and  a 
thousand  cubits  on  the  wall  unto  the  dung  gate. 

'^But  the  dung  gate  repaired  Malchiah  the  son  of 
Rechab,  the  ruler  of  part  of  Beth-haccerem ;  he  built 
it,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and 
the  bars  thereof. 

'"But  the  gate  of  the  fountain  repaired  Shallum  the 
son  of  Col-hozeh,  the  ruler  of  part  of  Mizpah;  he  built 
it,  and  covered  it,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the 
locks  thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof,  and  the  wall  of  the 
pool  of  Siloah  by  the  king's  garden,  and  unto  the  stairs 
that  go  down  from  the  city  of  David.     '^  After  him 
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repaired  Nehemiah  the  son  of  Azbuk,  the  ruler  of  the 
half  part  of  Beth-zur,  unto  the  place  over  against  the 
sepulchres  of  David,  and  to  the  pool  that  was  made, 
and  unto  the  house  of  the  mighty.  '^And  after  him 
repaired  the  Levites,  Rehum  the  son  of  Bani.  Next 
unto  him  repaired  Hashabiah,  the  ruler  of  the  half 
part  of  Keilah,  in  his  part.  '"^  After  him  repaired  their 
brethren,  Bavai  the  son  of  Henadad,  the  ruler  of  the 
half  part  of  Keilah.  '^  And  next  to  him  repaired  Ezer 
the  son  of  Jeshua,  the  ruler  of  Mizpah,  another  piece 
over  against  the  going  up  to  the  armoury  at  the  turn- 
ing of  the  ivall.  "'After  him  Baruch  the  son  of  *  Zabbai 
earnestly  repaired  the  other  piece,  from  the  ov,zaccai. 
turning  of  the  wall  unto  the  door  of  the  house  of  Elia- 
shib  the  high  priest.  "'  After  him  repaired  Meremoth 
the  son  of  Urijah,  the  son  of  Koz,  another  piece,  from 
the  door  of  the  house  of  Eliashib,  even  to  the  end  of 
the  house  of  Eliashib.  "And  after  him  repaired  the 
priests,  the  men  of  the  plain.  ^"  After  him  repaired  Ben- 
jamin and  Hashub  over  against  their  house.  After  him 
repaired  Azariah  the  son  of  Maaseiah  the  son  of  Ana- 
niah  by  his  house.  "'^  After  him  repaired  Binnui  the  son 
of  Henadad  another  piece,  from  the  house  of  Azariah 
unto  the  turning  of  the  wall^  even  unto  the  corner. 
^^  Palal  the  son  of  Uzai,  over  against  the  turning  of  the 
wall^  and  the  tower  which  lieth  out  from  the  king's 
high  house,  that  loas  by  the  court  of  the  prison.  After 
him  Pedaiah  the  son  of  Parosh.  "'^Moreover  the  Nethi- 
nims  *  dwelt  in  *Ophel,  unto  the  place  over  fnoJ^lt^J^^^. 
against  the  water  gate  toward  the  east,  and  ^or:rthe'tower. 
the  tower  that  lieth  out. 

'^  After  them  the  Tekoites  repaired  another  piece, 
over  against  the  great  tower  that  lieth  out,  even  unto 
the  wall  of  Ophel. 

'^From  above  the  horse  gate  repaired  the  priests. 


NEHEMIAH,    IV.  7 

every  one  over  against  his  house.  '^ After  them  repaired 
Zadok  the  son  of  Immer  over  against  his  house.  After 
him  repaired  also  Shemaiah  the  son  of  Shechaniah,  the 
keeper  of  the  east  gate.  ^°After  him  repaired  Hananiah 
the  son  of  Shelemiah,  and  Hanun  the  sixth  son  of 
Zalaph,  another  piece.  After  him  repaired  Meshullam 
the  son  of  Berechiah  over  against  his  chamber.  ^'After 
him  repaired  Malchiah  the  goldsmith's  son  unto  the 
place  of  the  Nethinims,  and  of  the  merchants,  over 
against  the  gate  Miphkad,  and  to  the  *  going  ^liaSlT.' 
up  of  the  corner.  ^'And  between  the  going  up  of  the 
corner  unto  the  sheep  gate  repaired  the  goldsmiths  and 
the  merchants. 

lY.  But  it  came  to  pass  that  when  Sanballat  heard 
that  we  builded  the  wall,  he  was  wroth,  and  took  great 
indignation,  and  mocked  the  Jews.  ''And  he  spake 
before  his  brethren  and  the  army  of  Samaria,  and  said, 
What  do  these  feeble  Jews?  will  they  *  fortify  ^ttlalV" 
themselves?  will  they  sacrifice?  will  they  make  an 
end  in  a  day?  will  they  revive  the  stones  out  of  the 
heaps  of  the  rubbish  which  are  burned?  ^ Xow  Tobiah 
the  Ammonite  if:as  by  him,  and  he  said.  Even  that 
which  they  build,  if  a  fox  go  up,  he  shall  even  break 
down  their  stone  wall. 

""Hear,  0  our  God;  for  we  are  *  despised:  s.^h.deapue. 
and  turn  their  reproach  upon  their  own  head,  and  give 
them  for  a  prey  in  the  land  of  captivity:  ^and  cover 
not  their  iniquity,  and  let  not  their  sin  be  blotted  out 
from  before  thee :  for  they  have  provoked  tliee  to  anger 
before  the  builders. 

^So  built  we  the  wall;  and  all  the  wall  was  joined 
together  unto  the  half  thereof:  for  the  people  had  a 
]nind  to  work. 

"But  it  came  to  pass,  tliat  when  Sanballat,  and  To- 
biah, and  the  Arabians,  and  the  Ammonites,  and  the 
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Ashdodites,  heard  that  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  *were 
made  up,  and  that  the  breaches  began  to  be  B.eh.  ascended. 
stopped,  then  they  were  very  wroth,  ^and  conspired 
all  of  them  together  to  come  and  to  fight  against  Jeru- 
salem, and  *to  hinder  it.  'Nevertheless  we  ^".Vo^Totr" 
made  our  prayer  unto  our  God,  and  set  a  watch  against 
them  day  and  night,  because  of  them.  '°And  Judah 
said.  The  strength  of  the  bearers  of  burdens  is  decayed, 
and  tliere  is  much  rubbish;  so  that  we  are  not  able  to 
build  the  wall.  ''  And  our  adversaries  said.  They  shall 
not  know,  neither  see,  till  we  come  in  the  midst  among 
them,  and  slay  them,  and  cause  the  work  to  cease. 

'''And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  Jews  which 
dwelt  by  them  came,  they  said  unto  us  ten  times, 
*rrom  all  places  whence  ye  shall  return  ^;;^t'<:;r/5i'?r 
unto  us  they  ivill  he  uijon  you,  '^Therefore  set  I  *in  the 
lower  places  behind  the  wall,  and  on  the  ^Si/ci°Zfiace!'il. 
higher  places,  I  even  set  the  people  after  their  families 
with  their  swords,  their  spears,  and  their  bows.  '^And 
I  looked,  and  rose  up,  and  said  unto  the  nobles,  and 
to  the  rulers,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  people.  Be  not  ye 
afraid  of  them:  remember  the  Lord,  wliidi  is  great 
and  terrible,  and  fight  for  your  brethren,  your  sons, 
and  your  daughters,  your  wives,  and  your  houses. 

'^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  our  enemies  heard  that 
it  was  known  unto  us,  and  God  had  brouglit  their 
counsel  to  nought,  that  we  returned  all  of  us  to  the 
wall,  every  one  unto  his  work.  '^And  it  came  to  pass 
from  that  time  forth,  that  the  half  of  my  servants 
wrought  in  the  work,  and  the  other  half  of  them  held 
both  the  spears,  the  shields,  and  the  bows,  and  the 
habergeons;  and  the  rulers  ivere  behind  all  the  house 
of  Judah.  '^They  which  builded  on  the  wall,  and  they 
that  bare  burdens,  with  those  that  laded,  every  one  with 
one  of  his  hands  wrought  in  the  work,  and  with  the 
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other  hand  held  a  weapon.  '^For  the  builders,  every 
one  had  his  sword  girded  *by  his  side,  and  so  ^^^oiTs!"'' 
builded :  and  he  that  sounded  the  trumpet  was  by  me. 
'^And  I  said  unto  the  nobles,  and  to  the  rulers,  and  to 
the  rest  of  the  people.  The  work  is  great  and  large, 
and  we  are  separated  upon  the  wall,  one  far  from 
another:  '°in  what  place  therefore  ye  hear  the  sound 
of  the  trumpet,  resort  ye  thither  unto  us:  our  God 
shall  fight  for  us. 

"'So  we  laboured  in  the  work:  and  half  of  them 
held  the  spears  from  the  rising  of  the  morning  till  the 
stars  appeared.  "  Likewise  at  the  same  time  said 
I  unto  the  people.  Let  every  one  with  his  servant 
lodge  within  Jerusalem,  that  in  the  night  they  may 
be  a  guard  to  us,  and  labour  on  the  day.  '^  So  neither 
I,  nor  my  brethren,  nor  my  servants,  nor  the  men  of 
the  guard  which  followed  me,  none  of  us  put  off  our 
clothes,  *  saving  that  every  one  put  them  2&S."wS^ 
off  for  washing.  ""'^'•• 

Y.  And  there  was  a  great  cry  of  the  people  and 
of  their  wives  ao^ainst  their  brethren  the  Jews.  *For 
there  Avere  that  said.  We,  our  sons,  and  our  daughters, 
are  many:  therefore  we  take  up  corn  for  them^  that 
we  may  eat,  and  live.  ^  Some  also  there  were  that 
said,  We  have  mortgaged  our  lands,  vineyards,  and 
houses,  that  we  might  buy  corn,  because  of  the  dearth. 
"^  There  Avere  also  that  said,  AYe  have  borrowed  money 
for  the  king's  tribute,  and  that  upon  our  lands  and 
vineyards.  ^Yet  now  our  flesh  is  as  the  flesh  of  our 
brethren,  our  children  as  their  children :  and,  lo,  we 
bring  into  bondage  our  sons  and  our  daughters  to  be 
servants,  and  some  of  our  daughters  are  brought  unto 
bondage  already :  neither  is  it  in  our  power  to  redeem 
them ;  for  other  men  have  our  lands  and  vineyards. 

^  And  I  was  very  angry  when  I  heard  their  cry  and 
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these  words.  ^Tlien  *I  consulted  with  ^"tS^^jrl!""' 
myself,  and  I  rebuked  the  nobles,  and  the  rulers,  and 
said  unto  them.  Ye  exact  usury,  every  one  of  his 
brother.  And  I  set  a  great  assembly  against  them. 
^And  I  said  unto  them.  We  after  our  ability  have 
redeemed  our  brethren  the  Jews,  which  were  sold  unto 
the  heathen;  and  will  ye  even  sell  your  brethren? 
or  shall  they  be  sold  unto  us?  Then  held  they  their 
peace,  and  found  nothing  to  answer,  ^Also  I  said, 
It  is  not  good  that  ye  do :  ought  ye  not  to  walk  in 
the  fear  of  our  God  because  of  the  reproach  of  the 
heathen  our  enemies?  '°I  likewise,  and  my  brethren, 
and  my  servants,  might  exact  of  them  money  and 
corn :  I  pray  you,  let  us  leave  off  this  usury.  "Restore, 
I  pray  you,  to  them,  even  this  day,  their  lands,  their 
vineyards,  their  oliveyards,  and  their  houses,  also  the 
hundredth  'part  of  the  money,  and  of  the  corn,  the 
wine,  and  the  oil,  that  ye  exact  of  them. 

'"Then  said  they,  We  will  res.tore  tliem,^  and  will 
require  nothing  of  them;  so  will  we  do  as  thou  sayest. 
Then  I  called  the  priests,  and  took  an  oath  of  them, 
that  they  should  do  according  to  this  promise.  '^Also 
I  shook  my  lap,  and  said.  So  God  shake  out  every 
man  from  his  house,  and  from  his  labour,  that  per- 
formeth  not  this  promise,  even  thus  be  he  shaken 
out  and  *  emptied.  And  all  the  congregation  ^or.S.'^' 
said,  Amen,  and  praised  the  Lord.  And  the  people 
did  according  to  this  promise. 

"^Moreover  from  the  time  that  I  was  appointed 
to  be  their  governor  in  the  land  of  Judah,  from  the 
twentieth  year  even  unto  the  two  and  thirtieth  year 
of  Artaxerxes  the  king,  that  is^  twelve  years,  I  and 
my  brethren  have  not  eaten  the  bread  of  the  governor. 
'^But  the  former  governors  that  liad  been  before  me 
were  chargeable  unto  the  people,  and  had  taken  of 


NEHEMIAH,    YL  11 

them  bread  and  wine,  beside  forty  shekels  of  silver; 
yea,  even  their  servants  bare  rule  over  the  people: 
but  so  did  not  I,  because  of  the  fear  of  God.  '^  Yea,  also 
I  continued  in  the  work  of  this  wall,  neither  bought  we 
any  land :  and  all  my  servants  ivere  gathered  thither 
unto  the  work.  '"Moreover  there  were  at  my  table 
an  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Jews  and  rulers,  beside 
those  that  came  unto  us  from  among  the  heathen  that 
are  about  us.  '^Now  that  which  was  prepared  for  me 
daily  was  one  ox  and  six  choice  sheep;  also  fowls 
were  prepared  for  me,  and  once  in  ten  days  store  of 
all  sorts  of  wine :  yet  for  all  this  required  not  I  the 
bread  of  the  governor,  because  the  bondage  was  heavy 
upon  this  people. 

'^  Think  upon  me,  my  God,  for  good,  according  to 
all  that  I  have  done  for  this  people. 

YI.  Xow  it  came  to  pass,  when  Sanballat,  and 
Tobiah,  and  *Geshem  the  Arabian,  and  the  or,  Ga«Ai»M. 
rest  of  our  enemies,  heard  that  I  had  builded  the  wall, 
and  that  there  was  no  breach  left  therein ;  (though  at 
that  time  I  had  not  set  up  the  doors  upon  the  gates ; ) 
'that  Sanballat  and  Geshem  sent  unto  me,  saying. 
Come,  let  us  meet  together  in  some  one  of  the  villages 
in  the  plain  of  Ono.  But  they  thought  to  do  me 
mischief.  ^And  I  sent  messengers  unto  them,  saying, 
I  am  doing  a  great  work,  so  that  I  cannot  come 
down :  why  should  the  work  cease,  whilst  I  leave  it, 
and  come  down  to  you?  "^Y^et  they  sent  unto  me 
four  times  after  this  sort;  and  I  answered  them  after 
the  same  manner. 

^Then  sent  Sanballat  his  servant  unto  me  in  like 
manner  the  fifth  time  with  an  open  letter  in  his 
hand  ;  Svherein  was  written.  It  is  reported  among 
the  heathen,  and  Gashmu  saith  zV,  that  thou  and  the 
Jews  thmk  to  rebel:   for  which  cause  thou  buildest 
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the  wall,  that  thou  mayest  be  their  king,  according  to 
these  words.  ^And  thou  hast  also  appointed  prophets 
to  preach  of  thee  at  Jerusalem,  saying,  There  is  a  king 
in  Judah :  and  now  shall  it  be  reported  to  the  king 
according  to  these  words.  Come  now  therefore,  and 
let  us  take  counsel  together. 

^Then  I  sent  unto  him,  saying.  There  are  no  such 
things  done  as  thou  sayest,  but  thou  feignest  them 
out  of  thine  own  heart.  ^For  they  all  made  us  afraid, 
saying.  Their  hands  shall  be  weakened  from  the  work, 
that  it  be  not  done.  Now  therefore,  0  God^  strengthen 
my  hands. 

'°  Afterward  I  came  unto  the  house  of  Shemaiah 
the  son  of  Delaiah  the  son  of  Mehetabeel,  who  was 
shut  up;  and  he  said.  Let  us  meet  together  in  the 
house  of  God,  within  the  temple,  and  let  us  shut  the 
doors  of  the  temple :  for  they  will  come  to  slay  thee ; 
yea,  in  the  night  will  they  come  to  slay  thee.  "And 
I  said.  Should  such  a  man  as  I  flee?  and  who  is  there^ 
that,  being  as  I  am,  would  go  into  the  temple  to  save 
his  life?  I  will  not  go  in.  '"And,  lo,  I  perceived  that 
God  had  not  sent  him;  but  that  he  pronounced  this 
23rophecy  against  me:  for  Tobiah  and  Sanballat  had 
hired  him.  '^Therefore  ivas  he  hired,  that  I  should 
be  afraid,  and  do  so,  and  sin,  and  tliat  they  might 
have  matter  for  an  evil  report,  that  they  might  re- 
proach me. 

'^My  God,  think  thou  upon  Tobiah  and  Sanballat 
according  to  these  their  works,  and  on  the  prophetess 
Noadiah,  and  the  rest  of  the  prophets,  that  would  have 
put  me  in  fear. 

'^So  the  wall  was  finished  in  the  twenty  and  fifth 
day  of  the  month  Elul,  in  fifty  and  two  days.  '^  And  it 
came  to  pass,  that  when  all  our  enemies  heard  thereof^ 
and  all  the  heathen  that  were  about  us  saw  these  things^ 
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they  Avere  mucli  cast  down  in  their  o^Yn  eyes :  for  they 
perceived  that  this  work  was  wrought  of  our  God. 

'^  Moreover  in  those  days  the  nobles  of  Judah  *sent 
many  letters  unto  Tobiah,  and  the  letters  ''ts7S;t'iZ^ 
of  Tobiah  came  unto  them.  '^  For  there  icere  many  in 
Judah  sworn  unto  him,  because  he  was  the  son  in  law 
of  Shechaniah  the  son  of  Arab ;  and  his  son  Johanan 
had  taken  the  daughter  of  Meshullam  the  son  of  Bere- 
chiah.  ''Also  they  reported  his  good  deeds  before  me, 
and  uttered  my  *  words  to  him.  And  Tobiah  or,  matters. 
sent  letters  to  put  me  in  fear. 

YII.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  wall  was  built, 
and  I  had  set  up  the  doors,  and  the  porters  and  the 
singers  and  the  Levites  were  appointed,  'that  I  gave 
my  brother  Hanani,  and  Hananiah  the  ruler  of  the 
palace,  charge  over  Jerusalem :  for  he  ivas  a  faithful 
man,  and  feared  God  above  many.  ^And  I  said  unto 
them,  Let  not  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  be  opened  until 
the  sun  be  hot;  and  while  they  stand  by,  let  them 
shut  the  doors,  and  bar  them :  and  appoint  watches  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  every  one  in  his  watch, 
and  every  one  to  be  over  against  his  house. 

"^  Now  the  city  was  *  large  and  great:  but  ^^splZs^ 
the  people  were  few  therein,  and  the  houses  were  not 
builded.  ^  And  my  God  put  into  mine  heart  to  gather 
together  the  nobles,  and  the  rulers,  and  the  people, 
that  they  might  be  reckoned  by  genealogy.  And  I 
found  a  register  of  the  genealogy  of  them  which  came 
up  at  the  first,  and  found  written  therein, 

^  These  are  the  children  of  the  province,  that  went 
up  out  of  the  captivity,  of  those  that  had  been  carried 
away,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon  had 
carried  away,  and  came  again  to  Jerusalem  and  to 
Judah,  every  one  unto  his  city ;  ^  who  came  with 
Zerubbabel,  Jeshua,  Xehemiah,  * Azariah,  Raa-  or,  seraiah. 
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miah,  Naliamani,  Mordecai,  Bilshan,  Mispereth,  Bigvai, 
Nehum,  Baanah.  The  number,  /  say^  of  the  men  of 
the  people  of  Israel  luas  this ;  ^  The  children  of  Parosh, 
two  thousand  an  hundred  seventy  and  two.  ^  The  chil- 
dren of  Shephatiah,  three  hundred  seventy  and  two. 
'°  The  children  of  Arah,  six  hundred  fifty  and  two. 
"  The  children  of  Pahath-moab,  of  the  children  of 
Jeshua  and  Joab,  two  thousand  and  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen.  ''  The  children  of  Elam,  a  thousand 
two  hundred  fifty  and  four.  '^  The  children  of  Zattu, 
eight  hundred  forty  and  ^yq.  '"^The  children  of  Zaccai, 
seven  hundred  and  threescore.  '^  The  children  of 
*  Binnui,  six  hundred  forty  and  eight.  '^  The  or,  Bam. 
children  of  Bebai,  six  hundred  twenty  and  eight. 
'^  The  children  of  Azgad,  two  thousand  three  hundred 
twenty  and  two.  '^  The  children  of  Adonikam,  six 
hundred  threescore  and  seven.  '^  The  children  of 
Bigvai,  two  thousand  threescore  and  seven.  *°  The 
children  of  Adin,  six  hundred  fifty  and  fiYQ.  "'  The 
children  of  Ater  of  Hezekiah,  ninety  and  eight.  "  The 
children  of  Hashum,  three  hundred  twenty  and  eight. 
^^"  The  children  of  Bezai,  three  hundred  twenty  and 
four.  '*  The  children  of  *  Hariph,  an  hundred  or,  jora. 
and  tAvelve.  ^^  The  children  of  *  Gibeon,  ninety  or,  aibbar. 
and  ^YQ.  '^  The  men  of  Beth-lehem  and  Netophah,  an 
hundred  fourscore  and  eight.  *^  The  men  of  Anathoth, 
an  hundred  twenty  and  eight.  ^^  The  men  of  *  Beth- 
azmaveth,  forty  and  two.  ^^  The  men  of  or,  Azmavetn. 
*Kirjath-jearim,  Chephirah,  and  Beeroth,  seven  ^"'JJ^^^^" 
hundred  forty  and  three.  "°  The  men  of  Ramah  and 
Gaba,  six  hundred  twenty  and  one.  ^'  The  men  of 
Michmas,  an  hundred  and  twenty  and  two.  ^'  The 
men  of  Beth-el  and  Ai,  an  hundred  twenty  and  three. 
^^  The  men  of  the  other  Nebo,  fifty  and  two.  ^^  The 
children  of  the  other  Elam,  a  thousand  two  hundred 
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fifty  and  four.  ^^  The  children  of  Harim,  three  hundred 
and  twenty.  ^^  The  children  of  Jericho,  three  hundred 
forty  and  five.  ^^  The  children  of  Lod,  Hadid,  and 
Ono,  seven  hundred  twenty  and  one.  ^^  The  children 
of  Senaah,  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty. 

^^  The  priests :  the  children  of  Jedaiah,  of  the  house 
of  Jeshua,  nine  hundred  seventy  and  three.  ^"  The 
children  of  Immer,  a  thousand  fifty  and  two.  ^'  The 
children  of  Pashur,  a  thousand  two  hundred  forty 
and  seven.  ^^  The  children  of  Harim,  a  thousand  and 
seventeen. 

^^  The  Levites :  the  children  of  Jeshua,  of  Kadmiel, 
and  of  the  children  of  *Hodevah,  seventy  and  ^o'rfjS?^ 
four. 

^^  The  singers :  the  children  of  Asaph,  an  hundred 
forty  and  eight. 

"*"  The  porters :  the  children  of  Shallum,  the  children 
of  Ater,  the  children  of  Talmon,  the  children  of  Ak- 
kub,  the  children  of  Hatita,  the  children  of  Shobai,  an 
hundred  thirty  and  eight. 

^^  The  Nethinims :  the  children  of  Ziha,  the  children 
of  Hashupha,  the  children  of  Tabbaoth,  ^^  the  children 
of  Keros,  the  children  of  *  Sia,  the  children  or,  siaha. 
of  Padon,  ^^  the  children  of  Lebana,  the  children  of 
Hagaba,  the  children  of  *  Shalmai,  ^^  the  chil-  or,  shamiai. 
dren  of  Hanan,  the  children  of  Giddel,  the  children  of 
Gahar,  "°the  children  of  Reaiah,  the  children  of  Rezin, 
the  children  of  Xekoda,  ^'the  children  of  Gazzam,  the 
children  of  Uzza,  the  children  of  Phaseah,  ^'the  chil- 
dren of  Besai,  the  children  of  Meunim,  the  children  of 
*  Xephishesim,  ^^the  children  of  Bakbuk,  the  ov,  yephmim. 
children  of  Hakupha,  the  children  of  Harhur,  'Hhe 
children  of  *  Bazlith,  the  children  of  Mehida,  or,  saziuth. 
the  children  of  Harsha,  ^^the  children  of  Barkos,  the 
children  of  Sisera,  the  children  of  Tamah,  ^Hhe  chil- 
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dren  of  Neziah,  the  children  of  Hatipha.  "  The  children 
of  Solomon's  servants :  the  children  of  Sotai,  the  chil- 
dren of  Sophereth,  the  children  of  *  Perida,  or,  Femda. 
^Hhe  children  of  Jaala,  the  children  of  Darkon,  the 
children  of  Giddel,  =Uhe  children  of  Shephatiah,  the 
children  of  Hattil,  the  children  of  Pochereth  of  Zebaim, 
the  children  of  * Amon.  ^°A11  the  Nethinims,  and  or,  Ami. 
the  children  of  Solomon's  servants,  were  three  hundred 
ninety  and  tAVO. 

^'And  these  were  they  which  went  up  also  from 
Tel-melah,  Tel-haresha,  Cherub,  *  Addon,  and  or,  Addan. 
Immer :  but  they  could  not  shew  their  father's  house, 
nor  their  *seed,  whether  they  were  of  Israel,  ov,  pedigree. 
^'  The  children  of  Delaiah,  the  children  of  Tobiah,  the 
children  of  Nekoda,  six  hundred  forty  and  two. 

^^  And  of  the  priests :  the  children  of  Habaiah,  the 
children  of  Koz,  the  children  of  Barzillai,  which  took 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite  to  wife, 
and  was  called  after  their  name.  ^*  These  sought  their 
register  among  those  that  were  reckoned  by  genealogy, 
but  it  was  not  found ;  therefore  were  they,  as  polluted, 
put  from  the  priesthood.  ^"And  *the  Tirshatha  ^^f/™. 
said  unto  them  that  they  should  not  eat  of  the  most 
holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a  priest  with  Urim 
and  Thummim. 

^"^  The  wliole  congregation  together  was  forty  and 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  threescore,  ^^  beside 
their  manservants  and  their  maidservants,  of  whom 
there  were  seven  thousand  three  hundred  thirty  and 
seven :  and  they  had  two  hundred  forty  and  five  singing 
men  and  singing  women.  ^^  Their  horses,  seven  hundred 
thirty  and  six:  their  mules,  two  hundred  forty  and 
five:  ^Uheir  camels,  four  hundred  thirty  and  five;  six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  asses. 

^°  And  *some  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  gave  seb.  part. 
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unto  the  work.  The  Tirshatha  gave  to  the  treasure  a 
thousand  drams  of  gold,  fifty  basons,  ^ve  hundred  and 
thirty  priests'  garments.  ^' And  some  of  the  chief  of 
the  lathers  gave  to  the  treasure  of  the  work  twenty 
thousand  drams  of  gold,  and  two  thousand  and  two 
hundred  pound  of  silver.  '"And  that  which  the  rest  of 
the  people  gave  was  twenty  thousand  drams  of  gold, 
and  two  thousand  pound  of  silver,  and  threescore  and 
seven  priests'  garments. 

"  So  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  the  porters, 
and  the  singers,  and  some  of  the  people,  and  the 
Nethinims,  and  all  Israel,  dwelt  in  their  cities;  and 
when  the  seventh  month  came,  the  children  of  Israel 
were  in  their  cities. 

YIII.  And  all  the  people  gathered  themselves  to- 
o-ether  as  one  man  into  the  street  that  7cas  before  the 
water  gate;  and  they  spake  unto  Ezra  the  scribe  to 
bring  the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  which  the  Loed 
had  commanded  to  Israel.  "^  And  Ezra  the  priest 
brought  the  law  before  the  congregation  both  of  men 
and  women,  and  all  *that  could  hear  with  S?i«1eaw«^' 
understanding,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  month. 
^And  he  read  therein  before  the  street  that  7cas  before 
the  water  gate  *from  the  morning  until  mid-  ^^^e'itght! 
day,  before  the  men  and  the  women,  and  those  that 
could  understand;  and  the  ears  of  all  the  people  were 
attentive  unto  the  book  of  the  law.  "^And  Ezra  the 
scribe  stood  upon  a  *  pulpit  of  wood,  which  ^o/'JoTd^ 
they  had  made  for  the  purpose ;  and  beside  him  stood 
Mattithiah,  and  Shema,  and  Anaiah,  and  Urijah,  and 
Hilkiah,  and  Maaseiah,  on  his  right  hand ;  and  on  his 
left  hand,  Pedaiah,  and  Mishael,  and  Malchiah,  and 
Hashum,  and  Hashbadana,  Zechariah,  and  Meshullam. 
^  And  Ezra  opened  the  book  in  the  *  sight  of  all  Heb.  eyes. 
the  people;  (for  he  was  above  all  the  people;)  and 
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when  he  opened  it,  all  the  people  stood  up:  ^and 
Ezra  blessed  the  Lord,  the  great  God.  And  all  the 
people  answered.  Amen,  Amen,  with  lifting  up  their 
hands:  and  they  bowed  their  heads,  and  worshipped 
the  Lord  with  their  faces  to  the  ground.  ^  Also  Jeshua, 
and  Bani,  and  Sherebiah,  Jamin,  Akkub,  Shabbethai, 
Hodijah,  Maaseiah,  Kelita,  Azariah,  Jozabad,  Hanan, 
Pelaiah,  and  the  Levites,  caused  the  people  to  under- 
stand the  law  :  and  the  people  stood  in  their  place. 
^  So  they  read  in  the  book  in  the  law  of  God  distinctly, 
and  gave  the  sense,  and  caused  them  to  understand  the 
reading. 

^And  Nehemiah,  which  is  *the  Tirshatha,  and  ^SeV«ot. 
Ezra  the  priest  the  scribe,  and  the  Levites  that  taught 
the  people,  said  unto  all  the  people,  This  day  is  holy 
unto  the  Lord  your  God  ;  mourn  not,  nor  weep. 
For  all  the  people  wept  when  they  heard  the  words  of 
the  law.  '"Then  he  said  unto  them,  Go  your  way,  eat 
the  fat,  and  drink  the  sweet,  and  send  portions  unto 
them  for  whom  nothing  is  prepared  :  for  this  day  is 
holy  unto  our  Lord :  neither  be  ye  sorry ;  for  the  joy 
of  the  Lord  is  your  strength.  "  So  the  Levites  stilled 
all  the  people,  saying.  Hold  your  peace,  for  the  day  is 
holy;  neither  be  ye  grieved.  '^And  all  the  people 
went  their  way  to  eat,  and  to  drink,  and  to  send  por- 
tions, and  to  make  great  mirth,  because  they  had 
understood  the  words  that  were  declared  unto  them. 

'^And  on  the  second  day  were  gathered  together 
the  chief  of  the  fethers  of  all  the  people,  the  priests, 
and  the  Levites,  unto  Ezra  the  scribe,  even  *to  un- 
derstand the  words  of  the  law.  '^And  they  %uts^u!t 
found  written  in  the  law  which  the  Lord  tlMr''"^ 
had  commanded  *by  Moses,  that  the  children  '^t'ndof'f 
of  Israel  should  dwell  in  booths  in  the  feast  of  the 
seventh  month:    '^and  that  they  should  publish  and 


NEHEMIAH,    IX.  19 

proclaim  in  all  their  cities,  and  in  Jerusalem,  saying. 
Go  forth  unto  the  mount,  and  fetch  olive  branches, 
and  pine  branches,  and  myrtle  branches,  and  palm 
branches,  and  branches  of  thick  trees,  to  make  booths, 
as  it  is  written.  '^  So  the  people  went  forth,  and 
brought  them^  and  made  themselves  booths,  every  one 
upon  the  roof  of  his  house,  and  in  their  courts,  and  in 
the  courts  of  the  house  of  God,  and  in  the  street  of 
the  water  gate,  and  in  the  street  of  the  gate  of  Ephraim. 
'^  And  all  the  congregation  of  them  that  were  come 
again  out  of  the  captivity  made  booths,  and  sat  under 
the  booths :  for  since  the  days  of  Jeshua  the  son  of 
Nun  unto  that  day  had  not  the  children  of  Israel  done 
so.     And  there  was  very  great  gladness. 

'^  Also  day  by  day,  from  the  first  day  unto  the  last 
day,  he  read  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  God.  And 
they  kept  the  feast  seven  days  ;  and  on  the  eighth 
day  teas  *a  solemn  assembly,  according  unto  ^^traM. 
the  manner. 

IX.  Xow  in  the  twenty  and  fourth  day  of  this 
month  the  children  of  Israel  were  assembled  with 
fasting,  and  with  sackclothes,  and  earth  upon  them. 
^And  the  seed  of  Israel  separated  themselves  from  all 
*  strangers,  and  stood  and  confessed  their  sins,  ^%Mren^' 
and  the  iniquities  of  their  fathers.  ^And  they  stood 
up  in  their  place,  and  read  in  the  book  of  the  law  of 
the  Lord  their  God  one  fourth  part  of  the  day;  and 
another  fourth  part  they  confessed,  and  worshipped 
the  Lord  their  God.  ""  Then  stood  up  upon  the  *  stairs, 
of  the  Levites,  Jeshua,  and  Bani,  Kadmiel,  ov,  scaffold. 
Shebaniah,  Bunni,  Sherebiah,  Bani,  and  Chenani,  and 
cried  with  a  loud  voice  unto  the  Lord  their  God. 

^  Then  the  Levites,  Jeshua,  and  Kadmiel,  Bani, 
Hashabniah,  Sherebiah,  Hodijah,  Shebaniah,  and  Pe- 
thahiah,  said, 
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Stand  up  and  bless  the  Lord  your  God  for  ever 
and  ever :  and  blessed  be  thy  glorious  name,  which  is 
exalted  above  all  blessing  and  praise.  ^  Thou,  even 
thou,  art  Lord  alone  ;  thou  hast  made  heaven,  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  host,  the  earth,  and 
all  things  that  are  therein,  the  seas,  and  all  that  is 
therein,  and  thou  preservest  them  all ;  and  the  host 
of  heaven  worshippeth  thee. 

^  Thou  art  the  Lord  the  God,  who  didst  choose 
Abram,  and  broughtest  him  forth  out  of  Ur  of  the 
Chaldees,  and  gavest  him  the  name  of  Abraham; 
^  and  foundest  his  heart  faithful  before  thee,  and 
madest  a  covenant  with  him  to  give  the  land  of  the 
Canaanites,  the  Hittites,  the  Amorites,  and  the  Pe- 
rizzites,  and  the  Jebusites,  and  the  Girgashites,  to 
give  zV,  /  say^  to  his  seed,  and  hast  performed  thy 
words  ;  for  thou  art  righteous  :  ^and  didst  see  the 
affliction  of  our  fathers  in  Egypt,  and  heardest  their 
cry  by  the  Red  sea;  '°and  shewedst  signs  and  wonders 
upon  Pharaoh,  and  on  all  his  servants,  and  on  all  the 
people  of  his  land :  for  thou  knewest  that  they  dealt 
proudly  against  them.  So  didst  thou  get  thee  a  name, 
as  it  is  this  day.  "  And  thou  didst  divide  the  sea 
before  them,  so  that  they  went  through  the  midst 
of  the  sea  on  the  dry  land  ;  and  their  persecutors 
thou  threwest  into  the  deeps,  as  a  stone  into  the 
mighty  waters. 

"  Moreover  thou  leddest  them  in  the  day  by  a 
cloudy  pillar;  and  in  the  night  by  a  pillar  of  fire,  to 
give  them  light  in  the  way  wherein  they  should  go. 
'^  Thou  camest  down  also  upon  mount  Sinai,  and 
spakest  with  them  from  heaven,  and  gavest  them  right 
judgments,  and  *true  laws,  good  statutes  and  ^of truth' 
commandments:  '^and  madest  known  unto  them  thy 
holy  sabbath,  and  commandedst  them  precepts,   sta- 
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tutes,  and  laws,  by  the  hand  of  Moses  thy  servant: 
'^and  gavest  them  bread  from  heaven  for  their  hunger, 
and  broughtest  forth  water  for  them  out  of  the  rock 
for  their  thirst,  and  promisedst  them  that  they  should 
go  in  to  possess  the  land  *  which  thou  hadst  fah'^^^^Tp 
sworn  to  give  them.  ^gteihlm.^  ^ 

'^  But  they  and  our  fathers  dealt  proudly,  and  har- 
dened their  necks,  and  hearkened  not  to  thy  com- 
mandments, '^  and  refused  to  obey,  neither  were  mind- 
ful of  thy  wonders  that  thou  didst  among  them ;  but 
hardened  their  necks,  and  in  their  rebellion  appointed 
a  captain  to  return  to  their  bondage:  but  thou  art 
*a  God  ready  to  pardon,  gracious  and  merciful,  ^otpartoni 
slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindness,  and  forsookest 
them  not.  '^  Yea,  when  they  had  made  them  a  molten 
calf,  and  said.  This  is  thy  God  that  brought  thee  up 
out  of  Egypt,  and  had  wrought  great  provocations; 
'^yet  thou  in  thy  manifold  mercies  forsookest  them 
not  in  the  wilderness :  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  departed 
not  from  them  by  day,  to  lead  them  in  the  way; 
neither  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  to  shew  them  light, 
and  the  way  wherein  they  should  go. 

'°  Thou  gavest  also  thy  good  spirit  to  instruct  tliem,. 
and  withheldest  not  thy  manna  from  their  mouth,  and 
gavest  them  water  for  their  thirst.  ''  Yea,  forty  years 
didst  thou  sustain  them  in  the  wilderness,  so  that  they 
lacked  nothing ;  their  clothes  waxed  not  old,  and  their 
feet  swelled  not.  "  Moreover  thou  gavest  them  king- 
doms and  nations,  and  didst  divide  them  into  corners : 
so  they  possessed  the  land  of  Sihon,  and  the  land  of  the 
king  of  Heshbon,  and  the  land  of  Og  king  of  Bashan. 
^^  Their  children  also  multipliedst  thou  as  the  stars  of 
heaven,  and  broughtest  them  into  the  land,  concern* 
ing  which  thou  hadst  promised  to  their  fathers,  that 
they  should  go  in  to  possess  it,    ^^  So  the  children  went 
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in  and  possessed  the  land,  and  thou  subduedst  before 
them  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  the  Canaanites,  and 
gavest  them  into  their  hands,  with  their  kings,  and 
the  people  of  the  land,  that  they  might  do  with  them 
*as  they  would.  ''And  they  took  strong  ^S'hSSZSl^ 
cities,  and  a  fat  land,  and  possessed  houses  full  of  all 
goods,  *  wells  digged,  vineyards,  and  olive-  or.m^em*. 
yards,  and  *  fruit  trees  in  abundance:  so  they  ^of/ood^^ 
did  eat,  and  were  filled,  and  became  fat,  and  delighted 
themselves  in  thy  great  goodness. 

'^  Nevertheless  they  were  disobedient,  and  rebelled 
against  thee,  and  cast  thy  law  behind  their  backs,  and 
slew  thy  prophets  which  testified  against  them  to  turn 
them  to  thee,  and  they  wrought  great  provocations. 
'^  Therefore  thou  deliveredst  them  into  the  hand  of 
their  enemies,  who  vexed  them:  and  in  the  time  of 
their  trouble,  when  they  cried  unto  thee,  thou  heard- 
est  ihern  from  heaven ;  and  according  to  thy  manifold 
mercies  thou  gavest  them  saviours,  Avho  saved  them 
out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies.  ^^  But  after  they 
had  rest,  *they  did  evil  again  before  thee:  ^^\TdVevr''^ 
therefore  leftest  thou  them  in  the  hand  of  their  ene- 
mies, so  that  they  had  the  dominion  over  them :  yet 
when  they  returned,  and  cried  unto  thee,  thou  heardest 
iliem  from  heaven ;  and  many  times  didst  thou  deliver 
them  according  to  thy  mercies ;  '^and  testifiedst  against 
them,  that  thou  mightest  bring  them  again  unto  thy 
law :  yet  they  dealt  proudly,  and  hearkened  not  unto 
thy  commandments,  but  sinned  against  thy  judgments, 
(which  if  a  man  do,  he  shall  live  in  them;)  and 
*  withdrew  the  shoulder,  and  hardened  ^til'-^TolwS!^' 
their  neck,  and  would  not  hear.  ^"^  Yet  many  years 
didst  thou  *  forbear  them,  and  testifiedst  seb.^rowo^.. 
against  them  by  thy  spirit  *in  thy  pro-  ^^V^^ioJlZ^:"^ 
phets :  yet  would  they  not  give  ear :  therefore  gavest 
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thou  them  mto  the  hand  of  the  people  of  the  lands. 
^'  Xevertheless  for  thy  great  mercies'  sake  thou  didst 
not  utterly  consume  them,  nor  forsake  them ;  for  thou 
art  a  gracious  and  merciful  God. 

^^  Xow  therefore  our  God,  the  great,  the  mighty, 
and  the  terrible  God,  who  keepest  covenant  and  mercy, 
let  not  all  the  *  trouble  seem  little  before  Heb.  itean«e»8. 
thee,  *that  hath  come  upon  us,  on  our  kings,  ^/o'^Sls"^'' 
on  our  princes,  and  on  our  priests,  and  on  our  pro- 
phets, and  on  our  fathers,  and  on  all  thy  people,  since 
the  time  of  the  kings  of  Assyria  unto  this  day.  ^^  How- 
beit  thou  art  just  in  all  that  is  brought  upon  us;  for 
thou  hast  done  right,  but  we  have  done  wickedly: 
"^  neither  have  our  kings,  our  princes,  our  priests,  nor 
our  fathers,  kept  thy  law,  nor  hearkened  unto  thy 
commandments  and  thy  testimonies,  where^vith  thou 
didst  testify  against  them.  ^^  For  they  have  not  served 
thee  in  their  kingdom,  and  in  thy  great  goodness  that 
thou  gavest  them,  and  in  the  large  and  fat  land  which 
thou  gavest  before  them,  neither  turned  they  from 
their  wicked  works.  "^  Behold,  we  are  servants  this 
day,  and/<9r  the  land  that  thou  gavest  unto  our  fathers 
to  eat  the  fruit  thereof  and  the  good  thereof,  behold, 
we  are  servants  in  it :  "  and  it  yieldeth  much  increase 
unto  the  kings  whom  thou  hast  set  over  us  because  of 
our  sins:  also  they  have  dominion  over  our  bodies, 
and  over  our  cattle,  at  their  pleasure,  and  we  are  in 
great  distress. 

^^And  because  of  all  this  we  make  a  sure  covenant^ 
and  write  it;   and  our  princes,  Levites,  and  priests, 

*^^^\untoit.  ^    ^trorrLa^r'- 

X.  Xow  *  those  that  sealed  ivere^  Xehemiah,  ^^faungf!' 
*the  Tirshatha,  the  son  of  Hachaliah,  and  Zid-  ^VJuo/." 
kijah,  '  Seraiah,  Azariah,  Jeremiah,  ^  Pashur,  Amariah, 
Malchijah,    ^  Hattush,    Shebaniah,    ]\Ialluch,    '  Harim, 
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Meremoth,  Obacliali,  ^Daniel,  Ginnetlion,  Baruch, 
^  Meshullam,  Abijah,  Mijamhi,  ^  Maaziali,  Bilgai,  She- 
maiah :  these  loere  the  priests. 

^And  the  Levites:  both  Jeshua  the  son  of  Azaniah, 
Bmnui  of  the  sons  of  Henaclad,  Kadmiel ;  '°  and  their 
brethren,  Shebaniah,  Hodijah,  Kehta,  Pelaiah,  Hanan, 
"  Micha,  Rehob,  Hashabiah,  ''  Zaccur,  Sherebiah,  She- 
baniah, '^  Hodijah,  Bani,  Beninu. 

'^  The  chief  of  the  people  ;  Parosh,  Pahath-moab, 
Elam,  Zatthu,  Bani,  '^  Bunni,  Azgad,  Bebai,  '^Adoni- 
jah,  Bigvai,  Adin,  '^Ater,  Hizkijah,  Azzur,  '^  Hodijah, 
Hashum,  Bezai,  '^  Hariph,  Anathoth,  Nebai,  '°  Magpi- 
ash,  Meshullam,  Hezir,  ''  Meshezabeel,  Zadok,  Jaddua, 
"  Pelatiah,  Hanan,  Anaiah,  '^  Hoshea,  Hananiah,  Ha- 
shub,  ^^  Hallohesh,  Pileha,  Shobek,  '''  Rehum,  Hashab- 
nah,  Maaseiah,  '^  and  Ahijah,  Hanan,  Anan,  '^  Malluch, 
Harim,  Baanah. 

""^And  the  rest  of  the  people,  the  priests,  the  Levites, 
the  porters,  the  singers,  the  Nethinims,  and  all  they 
that  had  separated  themselves  from  the  people  of  the 
lands  unto  the  law  of  God,  their  wives,  their  sons,  and 
their  daughters,  every  one  having  knowledge,  and 
having  understanding ;  '^  they  clave  to  their  brethren, 
their  nobles,  and  entered  into  a  curse,  and  into  an 
oath,  to  walk  in  God's  law,  which  was  given  *by  ^!anZf^ 
Moses  the  servant  of  God,  and  to  observe  and  do  all 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord  our  Lord,  and  his 
judgments  and  his  statutes;  ^°and  that  we  would  not 
give  our  daughters  unto  the  people  of  the  land,  nor 
take  their  daughters  for  our  sons :  ^'  and  if  the  people 
of  the  land  bring  ware  or  any  victuals  on  the  sabbath 
day  to  sell,  that  we  would  not  buy  it  of  them  on  the 
sabbath,  or  on  the  holy  day :  and  that  we  would  leave 
the  seventh  year,  and  the  exaction  of  *  every  ^taX''^ 
debt. 
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^'Also  we  made  ordinances  for  us,  to  charge  our- 
selves yearly  with  the  third  part  of  a  shekel  for  the 
service  of  the  house  of  our  God ;  ^^  for  the  shewbread, 
and  for  the  continual  meat  offering,  and  for  the  conti- 
nual burnt  offering,  of  the  sabbaths,  of  the  new  moons, 
for  the  set  feasts,  and  for  the  holy  tilings^  and  for  the 
sin  offerings  to  make  an  atonement  for  Israel,  and  for 
all  the  work  of  the  house  of  our  God. 

^^And  we  cast  the  lots  among  the  priests,  the  Le- 
vites,  and  the  people,  for  the  wood  offering,  to  bring 
it  into  the  house  of  our  God,  after  the  houses  of  our 
fathers,  at  times  appointed  year  by  year,  to  burn  upon 
the  altar  of  the  Lokd  our  God,  as  it  is  written  in  the 
law :  '"'"  and  to  bring  the  firstfruits  of  our  ground,  and 
the  firstfruits  of  all  fruit  of  all  trees,  year  by  year,  unto 
the  house  of  the  Lord  :  '^  also  the  firstborn  of  our  sons, 
and  of  our  cattle,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law,  and  the 
firstlings  of  our  herds  and  of  our  flocks,  to  bring  to 
the  house  of  our  God,  unto  the  priests  that  minister  in 
the  house  of  our  God :  '"'  and  that  we  should  bring  the 
firstfruits  of  our  dough,  and  our  offerings,  and  the  fruit 
of  all  manner  of  trees,  of  vrmQ  and  of  oil,  unto  the 
priests,  to  the  chambers  of  the  house  of  our  God ;  and 
the  tithes  of  our  ground  unto  the  Levites,  that  the 
same  Levites  might  have  the  tithes  in  all  the  cities  of 
our  tillage.  ^^  And  the  priest  the  son  of  Aaron  shall  be 
with  the  Levites,  Avhen  the  Levites  take  tithes:  and 
the  Levites  shall  bring  up  the  tithe  of  the  tithes  unto 
the  house  of  our  God,  to  the  chambers,  into  the  trea- 
sure house.  "^  For  the  children  of  Israel  and  the 
children  of  Levi  shall  bring  the  offermg  of  the  corn, 
of  the  new  wine,  and  the  oil,  unto  the  chambers,  where 
are  the  vessels  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  priests  that 
minister,  and  the  porters,  and  the  singers :  and  we  will 
not  forsake  the  house  of  our  God. 
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XL  And  the  rulers  of  the  people  dwelt  at  Jeru- 
salem :  the  rest  of  the  people  also  cast  lots,  to  bring' 
one  of  ten  to  dwell  in  Jerusalem  the  holy  city,  and 
nine  parts  to  dwell  in  other  cities.  ^And  the  people 
blessed  all  the  men,  that  willingly  offered  themselves 
to  dwell  at  Jerusalem. 

^  Now  these  ai^e  the  chief  of  the  province  that  dwelt 
in  Jerusalem :  but  in  the  cities  of  Judah  dwelt  every 
one  in  his  possession  in  their  cities,  to  loit^  Israel,  the 
priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  the  Xethinims,  and  the 
children  of  Solomon's  servants.  *And  at  Jerusalem 
dwelt  certain  of  the  children  of  Judah,  and  of  the 
children  of  Benjamin. 

Of  the  children  of  Judah ;  Athaiah  the  son  of  Uz- 
ziah,  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Amariah,  the  son 
of  Shephatiah,  the  son  of  Mahalaleel,  of  the  children  of 
Perez ;  ^  and  Maaseiah  the  son  of  Baruch,  the  son  of 
Colhozeh,  the  son  of  Hazaiah,  the  son  of  Adaiah,  the 
son  of  Joiarib,  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Shiloni. 
^All  the  sons  of  Perez  that  dwelt  at  Jerusalem  ivere 
four  hundred  threescore  and  eight  valiant  men. 

^And  these  ai^e  the  sons  of  Benjamin ;  Sallu  the  son 
of  Meshullam,  the  son  of  Joed,  the  son  of  Pedaiah,  the 
son  of  Kolaiah,  the  son  of  Maaseiah,  the  son  of  Ithiel, 
the  son  of  Jesaiah.  ^And  after  him  Gabbai,  Sallai, 
nine  hundred  twenty  and  eight.  ^And  Joel  the  son 
of  Zichri  was  their  overseer  :  and  Judah  the  son  of 
Senuah  was  second  over  the  city. 

'°  Of  the  priests :  Jedaiah  the  son  of  Joiarib,  Jachin. 
"  Seraiah  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  the  son  of  Meshullam,  the 
son  of  Zadok,  the  son  of  Meraioth,  the  son  of  Ahitub, 
was  the  ruler  of  the  house  of  God.  '^And  their  breth- 
ren that  did  the  work  of  the  house  were  eight  hundred 
twenty  and  two:  and  Adaiah  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the 
son  of  Pelaliah,  the  son  of  Amzi,  the  son  of  Zechariah, 
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the  son  of  Pashur,  the  son  of  Malchiah,  '^and  his 
brethren,  chief  of  the  fathers,  two  hundred  forty  and 
two;  and  Amashai  the  son  of  Azareel,  the  son  of 
Ahasai,  the  son  of  Meshillemoth,  the  son  of  Immer, 
''*  and  their  brethren,  mighty  men  of  valour,  an  hundred 
twenty  and  eight :  and  their  overseer  ivas  Zabdiel, 
*the  son  of  one  of  the  great  men.  %'afgldoum^ 

'^  Also  of  the  Levites :  Shemaiah  the  son  of  Hashub, 
the  son  of  Azrikam,  the  son  of  Hashabiah,  the  son  of 
Bunni;  '^and  Shabbethai  and  Jozabad,  of  the  chief 
of  the  Levites,  *  had  the  oversight  of  the  out-  "^^L^"^ 
ward  business  of  the  house  of  God.  '"And  Mattaniah 
the  son  of  Micha,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the  son  of  Asaph, 
was  the  principal  to  begin  the  thanksgiving  in  prayer : 
and  Bakbukiah  the  second  among  his  brethren,  and 
Abda  the  son  of  Shammua,  the  son  of  Galal,  the  son 
of  Jeduthun.  '^  All  the  Levites  in  the  holy  city  were 
two  hundred  fourscore  and  four. 

'^  Moreover  the  porters,  Akkub,  Talmon,  and  their 
brethren  that  kept  *the  gates,  icere  an  hundred  ^^^gatL!^^ 
seventy  and  two, 

'°And  the  residue  of  Israel,  of  the  priests,  and  the 
Levites,  were  in  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  every  one  in 
his  inheritance.  "  But  the  Xethinims  dwelt  in  *Ophel : 
and  Ziha  and  Gispa  icere  over  the  Kethinims.  or,  the  tower. 

"  The  overseer  also  of  the  Levites  at  Jerusalem  was 
Uzzi  the  son  of  Bani,  the  son  of  Hashabiah,  the  son  of 
Mattaniah,  the  son  of  Micha.  Of  the  sons  of  Asaph, 
the  singers  icere  over  the  business  of  the  house  of 
God.  '^  For  it  ims  the  king's  commandment  concern- 
ing them,  that  *a  certain  portion  should  be  for  Ordinance. 
the  singers,  due  for  every  day. 

'^And  Pethahiah  the  son  of  Meshezabeel,  of  the 
children  of  Zerah  the  son  of  Judah,  was  at  the  king's 
hand  in  all  matters  concerning  the  people. 
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""And  for  the  villages,  with  their  fields,  some  of  the 
children  of  Judah  dwelt  at  Kirjath-arba,  and  in  the 
villages  thereof,  and  at  Dibon,  and  z?z  the  villages 
thereof,  and  at  Jekabzeel,  and  m  the  villages  thereof, 
^^  and  at  Jeshua,  and  at  Moladah,  and  at  Beth-phelet, 
'^and  at  Hazar-shual,  and  at  Beer-sheba,  and  m  the 
villages  thereof,  '^  and  at  Ziklag,  and  at  Mekonah,  and 
in  the  villages  thereof,  '^and  at  En-rimmon,  and  at 
Zareah,  and  at  Jarmuth,  ^°  Zanoah,  Adullam,  and  m 
their  villages,  at  Lachish  and  the  fields  thereof,  at 
Azekah,  and  m  the  villages  thereof.  And  they  dwelt 
from  Beer-sheba  unto  the  valley  of  Hinnom. 

^'  The  children  also  of  Benjamin  *from  Geba  or,  o/oeba. 
dwelt  *at  Michmash,  and  Aijah,  and  Beth-el,  ^'if '*■ 
and  in  their  villages,  ^'  and  at  Anathoth,  Nob,  Ana- 
niah,  ^^Hazor,  Ramah,  Gittaim,  ^"^Hadid,  Zeboim,  Nebal- 
lat,  "'"  Lod  and  Ono,  the  valley  of  craftsmen.  ^^And  of 
the  Levites  were  divisions  in  Judah,  and  in  Benjamin. 

XII.  Now  these  are  the  priests  and  the  Levites 
that  went  up  with  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and 
Jeshua :  Seraiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezra,  "Amariah,  *  Malluch, 
Hattush,  ^  *  Shechaniah,  *Rehum,  *Meremoth,  S;S«;aA. 
'Iddo,  *Ginnetho,  Abijah,  =*Miamin,  *Maa- S;SS;i. 
diah,  Bilgah,  ^  Shemaiah,  and  Joiarib,  Jedaiah,  Zl'  jSf«°«: 
^*Sallu,  Amok,  Hilkiah,  Jedaiah.  These  ivere  gjJSf^'- 
the  chief  of  the  priests  and  of  their  brethren  in  the 
days  of  Jeshua. 

^  Moreover,  the  Levites :  Jeshua,  Binnui,  Kadmiel, 
Sherebiah,  Judah,  and  Mattaniah,  which  was  over 
*the  thanksgiving,  he  and  his  brethren.  '"''^tSilS^!' "^ 
^Also  Bakbukiah  and  Unni,  their  brethren,  ivere  over 
against  them  in  the  watches. 

'°And  Jeshua  begat  Joiakim,  Joiakim  also  begat 
Eliashib,  and  Eliashib  begat  Joiada,  "and  Joiada  begat 
Jonathan,  and  Jonathan  begat  Jaddua. 
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'"And  in  the  days  of  Joiakim  were  priests,  the  chief 
of  the  fathers :  of  Seraiah,  Meraiah  ;  of  Jeremiah, 
Hananiah;  '^  of  Ezra,  Meshullam;  of  Amariah,  Jeho- 
hanan ;  '^  of  Mehcu,  Jonathan ;  of  Shebaniah,  Joseph ; 
'^of  Harim,  Adna;  of  Meraioth,  Helkai;  '^of  Iddo, 
Zechariah;  of  Ginnethon,  Meshullam;  '^of  Abijah, 
Zichri;  of  Miniamin,  of  Moadiah,  Piltai;  '^of  Bilgah, 
Shamnma ;  of  Shemaiah,  Jehonathan ;  '^  and  of  Joiarib, 
Mattenai;  of  Jedaiah,  Uzzi;  '°of  Sallai,  Kallai;  of 
Amok,  Eber;  "' of  Hilkiah,  Hashabiah;  of  Jedaiah, 
Xethaneel. 

"  The  Levites  in  the  days  of  Eliashib,  Joiada,  and 
Johanan,  and  Jaddua,  were  recorded  chief  of  the 
fathers :  also  the  priests,  to  the  reign  of  Darius  the 
Persian.  ^^  The  sons  of  Levi,  the  chief  of  the  fathers, 
were  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles,  even  until 
the  days  of  Johanan  the  son  of  Ehashib. 

^^  And  the  chief  of  the  Levites :  Hashabiah,  Shere- 
biah,  and  Jeshua  the  son  of  Kadmiel,  with  their  breth- 
ren over  against  them,  to  praise  and  to  give  thanks, 
according  to  the  commandment  of  David  the  man  of 
God,  ward  over  against  ward.  ^'^  Mattaniah,  and  Bak- 
bukiah,  Obadiah,  Meshullam,  Talmon,  Akkub,  ivere 
porters  keeping  the  ward  at  the  *  thresholds  or,' asTemtifes. 
of  the  gates.  ^^  These  icere  in  the  days  of  Joiakim  the 
son  of  Jeshua,  the  son  of  Jozadak,  and  in  the  days  of 
Xehemiah  the  governor,  and  of  Ezra  the  priest,  the 
scribe. 

'"And  at  the  dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem 
they  sought  the  Levites  out  of  all  their  places,  to  bring 
them  to  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  dedication  with  glad- 
ness, both  with  thanksgivings,  and  with  singing,  icith 
cymbals,  psalteries,  and  with  harps.  '^And  the  sons 
of  the  singers  gathered  themselves  together,  both  out 
of  the  plain  country  round  about  Jerusalem,  and  from 
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the  villages  of  Netopliatlii ;  '^  also  from  the  house  of 
Gilgal,  and  out  of  the  fields  of  Geba  and  Azmaveth : 
for  the  singers  had  builded  them  villages  round  about 
Jerusalem.  ^°And  the  priests  and  the  Levites  purified 
themselves,  and  purified  the  people,  and  the  gates,  and 
the  wall. 

^'  Then  I  brought  up  the  princes  of  Judah  upon  the 
wall,  and  appointed  two  great  companies  of  them  that 
gave  thanks,  whereof  one  went  on  the  right  hand  upon 
the  wall  toward  the  dung  gate :  ^'  and  after  them  went 
Hoshaiah,  and  half  of  the  princes  of  Judah,  ^^and 
Azariah,  Ezra,  and  Meshullam,  "'^  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
and  Shemaiah,  and  Jeremiah,  ^^and  certain  of  the 
priests'  sons  with  trumpets;  namely^  Zechariah  the 
son  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Shemaiah,  the  son  of 
Mattaniah,  the  son  of  Michaiah,  \h^  son  of  Zaccur,  the 
son  of  Asaph:  ^^and  his  brethren,  Shemaiah,  and 
Azareel,  Milalai,  Gilalai,  Maai,  Nethaneel,  and  Judah, 
Hanani,  with  the  musical  instruments  of  David  the 
man  of  God,  and  Ezra  the  scribe  before  them.  ^^And 
at  the  fountain  gate,  which  was  over  against  them, 
they  went  up  by  the  stairs  of  the  city  of  David,  at  the 
going  up  of  the  wall  above  the  house  of  David,  even 
unto  the  water  gate  eastward. 

^^And  the  other  company  of  them  that  gave  thanks 
went  over  against  them^  and  I  after  them,  and  the  half 
of  the  people  upon  the  wall,  from  beyond  the  tower  of 
the  furnaces  even  unto  the  broad  wall ;  '"^  and  from 
above  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  and  above  the  old  gate, 
and  above  the  fish  gate,  and  the  tower  of  Hananeel, 
and  the  tower  of  Meah,  even  unto  the  sheep  gate :  and 
they  stood  still  in  the  prison  gate. 

^°  So  stood  the  two  companies  of  them  that  gave  thanks 
in  the  house  of  God,  and  I,  and  the  half  of  the  rulers 
>vith  me :  ^'  and  the  priests;  Ehakim,  Maaseiah,  Minia- 
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min,  Michaiah,  Elioenai,  Zecliariah,  and  Hananiah,  with 
trumpets :  ^^  and  Maaseiah,  and  Shemaiah,  and  Eleazar, 
and  Uzzi,  and  Jehohanan,  and  Malchijah,  and  Elam, 
and  Ezer.  And  the  singers  *sang  loud,  with  ^-Je  Z^beh^afl 
Jezrahiah  their  overseer.  ^'Also  that  day  they  oiFered 
great  sacrifices,  and  rejoiced :  for  God  had  made  them 
rejoice  with  great  joy :  the  wives  also  and  the  children 
rejoiced :  so  that  the  joy  of  Jerusalem  was  heard  even 
afar  off. 

"^^And  at  that  time  were  some  appointed  over  the 
chambers  for  the  treasures,  for  the  offerings,  for  the 
firstfruits,  and  for  the  tithes,  to  gather  into  them  out 
of  the  fields  of  the  cities  the  portions  *of  '^''X'i^TC-''^ 
the  law  for  the  priests  and  Levites:  *for  ^^^-^^S/"^"^ 
Judah  rejoiced  for  the  priests  and  for  the  Levites 
*that  waited.  ''And  both  the  singers  and  the  ^toT^ 
porters  kept  the  ward  of  their  God,  and  the  ward  of 
the  purification,  according  to  the  commandment  of 
David,  and  of  Solomon  his  son.  ^^  For  in  the  days  of 
David  and  Asaph  of  old  there  were  chief  of  the  singers, 
and  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  unto  God.  '^  And 
all  Israel  in  the  days  of  Zerubbabel,  and  in  the  days 
of  Nehemiah,  gave  the  portions  of  the  singers  and  the 
porters,  every  day  his  portion  :  and  they  *  sane-  ^"^f^aru^ 
tified  holy  things  unto  the  Levites;  and  the  Levites 
sanctified  them  unto  the  children  of  Aaron. 

XIIL  On  that  day  *they  read  in  the  book  ^.^^s-rlZ" 
of  Moses  in  the  *  audience  of  the  people;  and  Heb.  ears. 
therein  was  found  written,  that  the  Ammonite  and 
the  Moabite  should  not  come  into  the  congregation  of 
God  for  ever ;  ^  because  they  met  not  the  children  of 
Israel  -with  bread  and  with  water,  but  hired  Balaam 
against  them,  that  he  should  curse  them :  howbeit  our 
God  turned  the  curse  into  a  blessing. 

^  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  had  heard  the  law, 
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that  they  separated  from  Israel  all  the  mixed  multi- 
tude. '^And  before  this,  Eliashib  the  priest,  *  having 
the  oversight  of  the  chamber  of  the  house  of  ^!ll'ovfr? 
our  God,  teas  allied  unto  Tobiah;  ^and  he  had  pre- 
pared for  him  a  great  chamber,  where  aforetime  they 
laid  the  meat  offerings,  the  frankincense,  and  the  ves- 
sels, and  the  tithes  of  the  corn,  the  new  wine,  and  the 
oil,  *  which  was  commanded  to  he  given  to  meniof'theTenufs. 
the  Levites,  and  the  singers,  and  the  porters;  and  the 
offerings  of  the  priests.  ^  But  in  all  this  time  w^as  not 
I  at  Jerusalem:  for  in  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of 
Artaxerxes  king  of  Babylon  came  I  unto  the  king,  and 
*  after  certain  days  *  obtained  I  leave  of  ?5tt.r-f-S: 
the  king :  ^  and  I  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  understood 
of  the  evil  that  Eliashib  did  for  Tobiah,  in  preparing 
him  a  chamber  in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  God. 
^ And  it  grieved  me  sore :  therefore  I  cast  forth  all  the 
household  stuff  of  Tobiah  out  of  the  chamber.  ^  Then 
I  commanded,  and  they  cleansed  the  chambers:  and 
thither  brouo-ht  I  as^ain  the  vessels  of  the  house  of 
God,  with  the  meat  offering  and  the  frankincense. 

'°And  I  perceived  that  the  portions  of  the  Levites 
had  not  been  given  them :  for  the  Levites  and  the 
singers,  that  did  the  work,  were  fled  every  one  to  his 
field.  "  Then  contended  I  with  the  rulers,  and  said, 
Why  is  the  house  of  God  forsaken  ?  And  I  gathered 
them  together,  and  set  them  in  their  *  place.  B.eh,  standmg. 
''  Then  brought  all  Judah  the  tithe  of  the  corn  and 
the  new  wine  and  the  oil  unto  the  *  treasuries.  ^liullT 
'^  And  I  made  treasurers  over  the  treasuries,  Shelemiah 
the  priest,  and  Zadok  the  scribe,  and  of  the  Levites, 
Pedaiah:  and  *next  to  them  was  Hanan  the  ^^\and!''''' 
son  of  Zaccur,  the  son  of  Mattaniah:  for  they  were 
counted  faithful,  and  *  their  office  was  to  dis-  ^p^nmJm^ 
tribute  unto  their  brethren. 
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'^  Eemember  me,  0  my  God,  concerning  this,  and 
wipe  not  out  my  *good  deeds  that  I  have  done  ^S;^^^"'^' 
for  the  house  of  my  God,  and  for  the  *  offices  ^I'auonr 
thereof. 

'^  In  those  days  saw  I  in  Judah  some  treading  wine 
presses  on  the  sabbath,  and  bringing  in  sheaves,  and 
lading  asses;  as  also  wine,  grapes,  and  figs,  and  all 
manner  of  burdens,  which  they  brought  into  Jerusalem 
on  the  sabbath  day :  and  I  testified  against  them  in  the 
day  wherein  they  sold  victuals.  '^  There  dwelt  men  of 
Tyre  also  therein,  which  brought  fish,  and  all  manner 
of  ware,  and  sold  on  the  sabbath  unto  the  children 
of  Judah,  and  in  Jerusalem.  '^  Then  I  contended  with 
the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  said  unto  them.  What  evil 
thing  is  this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the  sabbath 
day?  '^Did  not  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not  our 
God  bring  all  this  evil  upon  us,  and  upon  this  city? 
yet  ye  bring  more  wrath  upon  Israel  by  profaning  the 
sabbath. 

'^And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  gates  of  Jeru- 
salem began  to  be  dark  before  the  sabbath,  I  com- 
manded that  the  gates  should  be  shut,  and  charged 
that  they  should  not  be  opened  till  after  the  sabbath : 
and  some  of  my  servants  set  I  at  the  gates,  that  there 
should  no  burden  be  brought  in  on  the  sabbath  day. 
'°  So  the  merchants  and  sellers  of  all  kind  of  ware 
lodged  without  Jerusalem  once  or  twice.  "'  Then  I 
testified  against  them,  and  said  unto  them.  Why  lodge 
ye  *  about  the  wall?  if  ye  do  so  again,  I  will  ^!twM? 
lay  hands  on  you.  From  that  time  forth  came  they  no 
more  on  the  sabbath. 

"And  I  commanded  the  Levites  that  they  should 
cleanse  themselves,  and  that  they  should  come  and 
keep  the  gates,  to  sanctify  the  sabbath  day. 

Remember  me,  0  my  God,  concerning  this  also,  and 
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spare  me  according  to  the  *  greatness  of  thy  ov,  multitude. 
mercy. 

''  In  those  days  also  saw  I  Jews  that  *had  ^tiuArttm. 
married  wives  of  Ashdod,  of  Ammon,  and  of  Moab : 
^^  and  their  children  spake  half  in  the  speech  of  Ash- 
dod, and  *  could  not  speak  in  the  Jews'  ^'\ouo  ^pTI"'^ 
language,  but  according  to  the  language  * oi  ^fmiteZie^.^ 
each  people.  ^^And  I  contended  with  them,  and 
*  cursed  them,  and  smote  certain  of  them,  and  ^'^them!^'^ 
plucked  off  their  hair,  and  made  them  swear  by  God, 
saying^  Ye  shall  not  give  your  daughters  unto  their 
sons,  nor  take  their  daughters  unto  your  sons,  or  for 
yourselves.  '^  Did  not  Solomon  king  of  Israel  sin  by 
these  things?  yet  among  many  nations  was  there  no 
king  like  him,  who  was  beloved  of  his  God,  and  God 
made  him  king  over  all  Israel :  nevertheless  even  him 
did  outlandish  women  cause  to  sin.  ^^  Shall  we  then 
hearken  unto  you  to  do  all  this  great  evil,  to  transgress 
against  our  God  in  marrying  strange  wives? 

'^  And  one  of  the  sons  of  Joiada,  the  son  of  Eliashib 
the  high  priest,  luas  son  in  law  to  Sanballat  the  Horo- 
nite :  therefore  I  chased  him  from  me.  '^  Eemember 
them,  0  my  God,  *  because  they  have  defiled  ^fe^ji-ngT 
the  priesthood,  and  the  covenant  of  the  priesthood,  and 
of  the  Levites. 

^°  Thus  cleansed  I  them  from  all  strangers,  and  ap- 
pointed the  wards  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  every 
one  in  his  business;  ^' and  for  the  wood  oiFering,  at 
times  appointed,  and  for  the  firstfruits. 

Remember  me,  0  my  God,  for  good. 
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The  events  of  this  book  are  considered  to  liave  tlieir  historical  place 
between  the  sixth  and  seventh  chapters  of  Ezra.  The  period  during 
which  these  events  happened  was  about  twenty  years,  beginning  from 
3544  A.M.,  in  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanus. 

The  Book  of  Esther  contains  an  account  of  one  of  the  many  astonish- 
ing deliverances  of  the  people  of  God  by  the  manifest  interposition  of 
His  hand. 

In  Ezra  and  ISTehemiah  we  see  God  remembering  mercy  in  the  midst 
of  judgment,  and  bringing  again  His  chosen  people  to  the  land  pro- 
mised to  Abraham ;  and  in  Esther  we  may  notice  how  the  unseen 
operation  of  His  Almighty  power  controls  and  disposes  of  erery  agency 
according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  His  will.    And  our  faith  and  hope 
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are  encouraged  by  seeing  tliat,  at  the  darkest  hour  of  man's  apparent 
success  against  those  he  loves,  His  arm  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot 
save,  but  triumphantly  works  deliverance,  and  brings  forth  salvation 
with  shouts  of  grateful  praise. 


ESTHER. 


I.  Xow  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days  of  Ahasuerus, 
(this  is  Ahasuerus  which  reigned,  from  India  even 
unto  Ethiopia,  over  an  hundred  and  seven  and  twenty 
provinces:)  ^that  in  those  days,  when  the  king  Ahas- 
uerus sat  on  the  throne  of  his  kingdom,  which  was  in 
Shushan  the  palace,  ^  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  he 
made  a  feast  unto  all  his  princes  and  his  servants ;  the 
power  of  Persia  and  Media,  the  nobles  and  princes  of 
the  provinces,  being  h^for^  him;  ^when  he  shewed  the 
riches  of  his  glorious  kingdom  and  the  honour  of  his 
excellent  majesty  many  days,  even  an  hundred  and 
fourscore  days. 

'And  when  these  days  were  expired,  the  king  made 
a  feast  unto  all  the  people  that  were  *  present  B.eb.  found. 
in  Shushan  the  palace,  both  unto  great  and  small, 
seven  days,  in  the  court  of  the  garden  of  the  king's 
jDalace ;  ^  where  were  white,  green,  and  *  blue,  or,  mout. 
hangings^  fastened  with  cords  of  fine  linen  and  purple 
to  silver  rings  and  pillars  of  marble :  the  beds  were 
of  gold  and  silver,  upon  a  pavement  *of  ""Jarfif^^^r^^iJ:!. 
red,  and  blue,  and  white,  and  black,  1^^^^^;^;!^  stone  of  uue 
marble.  ^And  they  gave  them  drink  in  vessels  of  gold, 
(the  vessels  being  diverse  one  from  another,)    and 
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*  royal  wine  in  abundance,  *  according  to  the  SJ^om!'^  Heb! 
state  of  the  king.  'And  the  drinking  was  lZ7/^ll\inl 
according  to  the  law ;  none  did  compel :  for  so  the 
king  had  appointed  to  all  the  officers  of  his  house,  that 
they  should  do  according  to  every  man's  pleasure. 
^Also  Yashti  the  queen  made  a  feast  for  the  women 
in  the  royal  house  which  belonged  to  king  Ahasuerus. 

'°  On  the  seventh  day,  when  the  heart  of  the  king 
was  merry  with  Avine,  he  commanded  Mehuman,  Biztha, 
Harbona,  Bigtha,  and  Abagtha,  Zethar,  and  Carcas, 
the  seven  *  chamberlains  that  served  in  the  pre-  or,  eunuchs. 
sence  of  Ahasuerus  the  king,  "to  bring  Yashti  the  queen 
before  the  king  with  the  crown  royal,  to  shew  the 
people  and  the  princes  her  beauty:  for  she  was  *fair 
to  look  on.  '"  But  the  queen  Yashti  refused  to  ^ounul°i°l 
come  at  the  king's  commandment  *by  his  ^kt:dZfti^eilmch8' 
chamberlains :  therefore  was  the  king  very  wroth,  and 
his  anger  burned  in  him. 

'^  Then  the  king  said  to  the  wise  men,  which  knew 
the  times,  (for  so  was  the  king's  manner  toward  all 
that  knew  law  and  judgment :  "^and  the  next  unto  him 
was  Carshena,  Shethar,  Admatha,  Tarshish,  Meres, 
Marsena,  and  Memucan,  the  seven  princes  of  Persia 
and  Media,  which  saw  the  king's  face,  a7id  which  sat 
the  first  in  the  kingdom;)  '^*What  shall  we  ^tT"' 
do  unto  the  queen  Yashti  according  to  law,  because 
she  hath  not  performed  the  commandment  of  the  king 
Ahasuerus  by  the  chamberlains? 

'^  And  Memucan  answered  before  the  king  and  the 
princes,  Yashti  the  queen  hath  not  done  wrong  to  the 
king  only,  but  also  to  all  the  princes,  and  to  all  the  peo- 
ple that  are  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  king  Ahasuerus. 
'^  For  this  deed  of  the  queen  shall  come  abroad  unto  all 
women,  so  that  they  shall  despise  their  husbands  in 
their  eyes,  when  it  shall  be  reported,  The  king  Alias- 
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uerus  commanded  Yashti  the  queen  to  be  brought  m 
before  him,  but  she  came  not.  '^  Likeicise  shall  the 
ladies  of  Persia  and  Media  say  this  day  unto  all  the 
king's  princes,  which  have  heard  of  the  deed  of  the 
queen.  Thus  shall  there  arise  too  much  contempt  and 
wrath.  ^'  *If  it  please  the  king,  let  there  go  ^tit¥ti!eB^g°^ 
a  royal  commandment  *from  him,  and  let  it  be  f^fo^/uZ 
written  among  the  laws  of  the  Persians  and  the  Medes, 
*that  it  be  not  altered.  That  Yashti  come  no  ^sfnofalay. 
more  before  king  Ahasuerus ;  and  let  the  king  give  her 
royal  estate  *unto  another  that  is  better  than  ^companiol^.'' 
she.  ^°And  when  the  king's  decree  which  he  shall  make 
shall  be  published  throughout  all  his  empire,  (for  it  is 
great,)  all  the  wives  shall  give  to  their  husbands  honour, 
both  to  great  and  small. 

''And  the  saying  *  pleased  the  king  and  ^t-"o/?^°lS/' 
the  princes;  and  the  king  did  according  to  the  word 
of  Memucan:  "for  he  sent  letters  into  all  the  king's 
provinces,  into  every  province  according  to  the  writing 
thereof,  and  to  every  people  after  their  language,  that 
every  man  should  bear  rule  in  his  own  house,  and 
*that  it  should  be  published  according  to  f^^u.ftTJ^tng 
the  language  of  every  people.  t.jj^^e  language  of  ms 

11.  After  these  things,  when  the  wrath  of  king 
Ahasuerus  was  appeased,  he  remembered  Yashti,  and 
what  she  had  done,  and  what  was  decreed  against  her. 
'  Then  said  the  king's  servants  that  ministered  unto 
him,  Let  there  be  fair  young  virgins  sought  for  the 
king ;  "  and  let  the  king  appoint  officers  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  his  kingdom,  that  they  may  gather  together 
all  the  fair  young  virgins  unto  Shushan  the  palace,  to 
the  house  of  the  women,  *unto  the  custody  of  ^fw.'' 
*  Hege  the  king's  chamberlain,  keeper  of  the  or,  segai. 
women ;  and  let  their  things  for  purification  be  given 
them:  '*and  let  the  maiden  which  pleaseth  the  king  be 


4  ESTHER,    11. 

queen  instead  of  A^ashti.  And  the  thing  pleased  the 
king ;  and  he  did  so. 

^Now  in  Shushan  the  palace  there  was  a  certain  Jew, 
whose  name  icas  Mordecai,  the  son  of  Jair,  the  son  of 
Shimei,  the  son  of  Kish,  a  Benjamite;  ^who  had  been 
carried  away  from  Jerusalem  with  the  captivity  which 
had  been  carried  away  with  Jeconiah  king  of  Judah, 
whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon  had  car- 
ried away.  ^And  he  *  brought  up  Hadassah,  B.eh.  nourished. 
that  25,  Esther,  his  uncle's  daughter  :  for  she  had 
neither  father  nor  mother,  and  the  maid  was  *fair  and 
beautiful ;  whom  Mordecai,  when  her  ^pt^ liZTaJ"'' 
father  and  mother  were  dead,  took  for  his  own 
daughter. 

^  So  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king's  commandment 
and  his  decree  was  heard,  and  when  many  maidens 
were  gathered  together  unto  Shushan  the  palace,  to 
the  custody  of  Hegai,  that  Esther  was  brought  also 
unto  the  king's  house,  to  the  custody  of  Hegai,  keeper 
of  the  women.  ^And  the  maiden  pleased  him,  and  she 
obtained  kindness  of  him;  and  he  speedily  gave  her 
her  things  for  purification,  with  *such  things  ^oriiolZ 
as  belonged  to  her,  and  seven  maidens,  which  icere 
meet  to  be  given  her,  out  of  the  king's  house :  and 
*he  preferred  her  and  her  maids  unto  the  seb. /^e^cAa^^ed 
best  place  of  the  house  of  the  women.  '°  Esther  had 
not  shewed  her  people  nor  her  kindred :  for  Mordecai 
had  charged  her  that  she  should  not  shew  it.  "And 
Mordecai  walked  every  day  before  the  court  of  the 
women's  house,  *to  know  how  Esther  did,  ^t'epeacT."^ 
and  what  should  become  of  her. 

'*  Now  when  every  maid's  turn  was  come  to  go  in 
to  king  Ahasuerus,  after  that  she  had  been  twelve 
months,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  women  (for 
so  were  the  days  of  their  purifications  accomplished, 
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to  icit,  six  months  with  oil  of  myrrh,  and  six  months 
with  sweet  odours,  and  Avith  other  things  for  the  puri- 
fying of  the  women;)  '^then  thus  came  evei^y  maiden 
unto  the  king  ;  whatsoever  she  desired  was  given  her 
to  go  with  her  out  of  the  house  of  the  women  unto 
the  king's  house.  '"^  In  the  evening  she  went,  and  on 
the  morrow  she  returned  into  the  second  house  of  the 
women,  to  the  custody  of  Shaashgaz,  the  king's  cham- 
berlain, which  kept  the  concubines :  she  came  in  unto 
the  king  no  more,  except  the  king  delighted  in  her, 
and  that  she  were  called  by  name. 

'^  Now  when  the  turn  of  Esther,  the  daughter  of 
Abihail  the  uncle  of  Mordecai,  who  had  taken  her  for 
his  daughter,  was  come  to  go  in  unto  the  king,  she 
required  nothing  but  what  Hegai  the  king's  chamber- 
lain, the  keeper  of  the  women,  appointed.  And  Esther 
obtained  favour  in  the  sight  of  all  them  that  looked 
upon  her.  '^  So  Esther  was  taken  unto  king  Ahasuerus 
into  his  house  royal  in  the  tenth  month,  which  is  the 
month  Tebeth,  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign.  '^And 
the  king  loved  Esther  above  all  the  women,  and  she 
obtained  grace  and  *  favour  *in  his  sight  ^eh^'be/ore'kim. 
more  than  all  the  virgins  ;  so  that  he  set  the  royal 
crown  upon  her  head,  and  made  her  queen  instead  of 
Yashti.  '^  Then  the  king  made  a  great  feast  unto  all 
his  princes  and  his  servants,  even  Esther's  feast;  and 
he  made  a  *  release  to  the  provinces,  and  gave  neh.rest. 
gifts,  according  to  the  state  of  the  king. 

'^And  when  the  virgins  were  gathered  together  the 
second  time,  then  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's  gate.  . 
^°  Esther  had  not  yet  shewed  her  kindred  nor  her 
people ;  as  Mordecai  had  charged  her :  for  Esther  did 
the  commandment  of  Mordecai,  like  as  when  she  was 
brought  up  with  him. 

"  In  those  days,  while  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's 
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gate,  two  of  the  king's  chamberlains,  Bigthan  and 
Teresh,  of  those  which  kept  *the  door,  were  ^r^^l 
wroth,  and  sought  to  lay  hand  on  the  king  iVhasuerus. 
"And  the  thing  was  known  to  Mordecai,  who  told  it 
unto  Esther  the  queen ;  and  Esther  certified  the  king 
thereof  in  Mordecai's  name.  '^And  when  inquisition 
was  made  of  the  matter,  it  was  found  out;  therefore 
they  were  both  hanged  on  a  tree :  and  it  was  written 
in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  before  the  king. 

III.  After  these  things  did  king  Ahasuerus  pro- 
mote Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite, 
and  advanced  him,  and  set  his  seat  above  all  the 
princes  that  ivere  with  him.  '  And  all  the  king's 
servants,  that  were  in  the  king's  gate,  bowed,  and 
reverenced  Haman :  for  the  king  had  so  commanded 
concerning  him.  But  Mordecai  bowed  not,  nor  did 
him  reverence.  ^  Then  the  king's  servants,  which  tvere 
in  the  king's  gate,  said  unto  Mordecai,  Why  trans- 
gressest  thou  the  king's  commandment? 

^  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  spake  daily  unto 
him,  and  he  hearkened  not  unto  them,  that  they  told 
ELaman,  to  see  whether  Mordecai's  matters  would 
stand  :  for  he  had  told  them  that  he  ivas  a  Jew. 
^And  when  Haman  saw  that  Mordecai  bowed  not,  nor 
did  him  reverence,  then  was  Haman  full  of  wrath. 
^And  he  thought  scorn  to  lay  hands  on  Mordecai 
alone;  for  they  had  shewed  him  the  people  of  Mor- 
decai: wherefore  Haman  sought  to  destroy  all  the 
Jews  that  were  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ahasuerus,  cve7i  the  people  of  Mordecai. 

^  In  the  first  month,  that  is^  the  month  Nisan,  in 
the  twelfth  year  of  king  Ahasuerus,  they  cast  Pur, 
that  Z5,  the  lot,  before  Haman  from  day  to  day,  and 
from  month  to  month,  to  the  twelfth  months  that  is^ 
the  month  Adar.     ^And  Haman  said  unto  king  Ahas- 
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uerus,  There  is  a  certain  people  scattered  abroad  and 
dispersed  among  the  people  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy 
kingdom ;  and  their  laws  are  diverse  from  all  people ; 
neither  keep  they  the  king's  laws :  therefore  it  is  not 
*for  the  king's  profit  to  suffer  them,  ^f  it  ^oteiuat 
j^lease  the  king,  let  it  be  written  *that  they  SroV^Lt" 
may  be  destroyed:  and  I  will  *pay  ten  thon-  neb. weigh. 
sand  talents  of  silver  to  the  hands  of  those  that  have 
the  charge  of  the  business,  to  bring  it  into  the  king's 
treasuries.  '''And  the  kino'  took  his  rino:  from  his  hand, 
and  gave  it  unto  Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha  the 
Agagite,  the  Jews'  *  enemy.  "And  the  king  or,  oppressor. 
said  unto  Haman,  The  silver  is  given  to  thee,  the  people 
also,  to  do  with  them  as  it  seemeth  good  to  thee. 

^^  Then  were  the  king's  *  scribes  called  on  or,  secretaries. 
the  thirteenth  day  of  the  first  month,  and  there  was 
written  according  to  all  that  Haman  had  commanded 
unto  the  king's  lieutenants,  and  to  the  governors  that 
were  over  every  province,  and  to  the  rulers  of  every 
people  of  every  province  according  to  the  writing 
thereof,  and  to  every  people  after  their  language  ;  in 
the  name  of  king  Ahasuerus  was  it  written,  and  sealed 
with  the  king's  ring.  '^And  the  letters  were  sent  by 
posts  into  all  the  king's  provinces,  to  destroy,  to  kill, 
and  to  cause  to  perish,  all  Jews,  both  young  and  old, 
little  children  and  women,  in  one  day,  even  upon  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  is  the 
month  Adar,  and  to  tahe  the  spoil  of  them  for  a  prey. 
^^  The  copy  of  the  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be 
given  in  every  pro^dnce  was  published  unto  all  people, 
that  they  should  be  ready  against  that  day.  '^  The 
posts  went  out,  being  hastened  by  the  king's  com- 
mandment, and  the  decree  was  given  in  Shushan  the 
palace.  And  the  king  and  Haman  sat  down  to  drink ; 
but  the  city  Shushan  was  perplexed. 
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TV.  When  Mordecai  perceived  all  tliat  was  done, 
Mordecai  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  on  sackcloth  with 
ashes,  and  went  out  into  the  midst  of  the  city,  and 
cried  with  a  loud  and  a  bitter  cry;  ^and  came  even 
before  the  king's  gate:  for  none  anight  enter  into  the 
king's  gate  clothed  with  sackcloth.  ^And  in  every 
province,  whithersoever  the  king's  commandment  and 
his  decree  came,  there  loas  great  mourning  among  the 
Jews,  and  fasting,  and  weeping,  and  wailing  ;  and 
*many  lay  in  sackcloth  and  ashes.  ^S:;:^^^:!^::',:^: 

'^So  Esther's  maids  and  her  *  chamberlains  Heb.  eunuchs. 
came  and  told  it  her.  Then  was  the  queen  exceedingly 
grieved ;  and  she  sent  raiment  to  clothe  Mordecai,  and 
to  take  away  his  sackcloth  from  him :  but  he  received 
it  not.  ^  Then  called  Esther  for  Hatach,  one  of  the 
king's  chamberlains,  *whom  he  had  appoint-  ^feibeforJiiel'!'^ 
ed  to  attend  upon  her,  and  gave  him  a  commandment 
to  Mordecai,  to  know  what  it  icas^  and  why  it  loas. 
^  So  Hatach  went  forth  to  Mordecai  unto  the  street  of 
the  city,  which  teas  before  the  king's  gate.  '  And 
Mordecai  told  him  of  all  that  had  happened  unto  him, 
and  of  the  sum  of  the  money  that  Haman  had  pro- 
mised to  pay  to  the  king's  treasuries  for  the  Jews,  to 
destroy  them.  ^  Also  he  gave  him  the  copy  of  the 
writing  of  the  decree  that  was  given  at  Shushan  to 
destroy  them,  to  shew  it  unto  Esther,  and  to  declare 
it  unto  her,  and  to  charge  her  that  she  should  go  in 
unto  the  king,  to  make  supplication  unto  him,  and  to 
make  request  before  him  for  her  people. 

^And  Hatach  came  and  told  Esther  \hQ  words  of 
Mordecai.  '°  Again  Esther  spake  unto  Hatach,  and 
gave  him  commandment  unto  Mordecai;  "All  the 
king's  servants,  and  the  people  of  the  king's  provinces, 
do  know,  that  whosoever,  whether  man  or  woman, 
shall  come  unto  the  king  into  the  inner  court,  who  is 
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not  called,  there  is  one  law  of  his  to  put  him  to  death, 
except  such  to  whom  the  king  shall  hold  out  the  golden 
sceptre,  that  he  may  live :  but  I  have  not  been  called 
to  come  in  unto  the  king  these  thirty  days.  ''And 
they  told  to  Mordecai  Esther's  words. 

'^  Then  Mordecai  commanded  to  answer  Esther, 
Think  not  with  thyself  that  thou  shalt  escape  in  the 
king's  house,  more  than  all  the  Jews.  ^^  For  if  thou 
altogether  holdest  thy  peace  at  this  time,  then  shall 
there  *  enlargement  and  deliverance  arise  to  the  ^t^'/o'?' 
Jews  from  another  place;  but  thou  and  thy  father's 
house  shall  be  destroyed :  and  who  knoweth  whether 
thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this  ? 

'^  Then  Esther  bade  them  return  Mordecai  this 
answer^  '^  Go,  gather  together  all  the  Jews  that  are 
*  present  in  Shushan,  and  fast  ye  for  me,  and  B:eh.  found. 
neither  eat  nor  drink  three  days,  night  or  day ;  I  also 
and  my  maidens  will  fast  likewise;  and  so  v\dll  I  go 
in  unto  the  king,  which  is  not  according  to  the  law : 
and  if  I  perish,  I  perish.  '''  So  Mordecai  *went  B.eh.passed. 
his  way,  and  did  according  to  all  that  Esther  had 
commanded  him. 

Y.  Now  it  came  to  pass  on  the  third  day,  that 
Esther  put  on  her  royal  apparel,  and  stood  in  the 
inner  court  of  the  king's  house,  over  against  the  king's 
house :  and  the  king  sat  upon  his  royal  throne  in  the 
royal  house,  over  against  the  gate  of  the  house.  ''And 
it  was  so,  when  the  king  saw  Esther  the  queen  stand- 
ing in  the  court,  that  she  obtained  favour  in  his  sight : 
and  the  king  held  out  to  Esther  the  golden  sceptre 
that  was  in  his  hand.  So  Esther  drew  near,  and 
touched  the  top  of  the  sceptre.  ^  Then  said  the  king 
unto  her.  What  wilt  thou,  queen  Esther?  and  what  is 
thy  request?  it  shall  be  even  given  thee  to  the  half  of 
the  kingdom.     "^And  Esther  answered,  If  it  seem  good 
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unto  the  king,  let  the  king  and  Haman  come  this  day 
unto  the  banquet  that  I  have  prepared  for  him.  ^  Then 
the  king  said,  Cause  Haman  to  make  haste,  that  he 
may  do  as  Esther  hath  said.  So  the  king  and  Haman 
came  to  the  banquet  that  Esther  had  prepared. 

^Aiid  the  king  said  unto  Esther  at  the  banquet  of 
^\dne,  What  is  thy  petition?  and  it  shall  be  granted 
thee :  and  what  is  thy  request  ?  even  to  the  half  of 
the  kingdom  it  shall  be  performed.  ^  Then  answered 
Esther,  and  said.  My  petition  and  my  request  is ;  ^  If 
I  have  found  favour  in  the  sight  of  the  king,  and  if  it 
please  the  king  to  grant  my  petition,  and  *to  Heb.^o^o. 
perform  my  request,  let  the  king  and  Haman  come  to 
the  banquet  that  I  shall  prepare  for  them,  and  I  will 
do  to  morrow  as  the  king  hath  said. 

^  Then  went  Haman  forth  that  day  joyful  and  with 
a  glad  heart :  but  when  Haman  saw  Mordecai  in  the 
king's  gate,  that  he  stood  not  up,  nor  moved  for  him, 
he  was  full  of  indignation  against  Mordecai.  '°  Never- 
theless Haman  refrained  himself:  and  when  he  came 
home,  he  sent  and  *  called  for  his  friends,  and  ^'to'cZT'^ 
Zeresh  his  wife.  "And  Haman  told  them  of  the  glory 
of  his  riches,  and  the  multitude  of  his  children,  and 
all  the  things  wherein  the  king  had  promoted  him,  and 
how  he  had  advanced  him  above  the  princes  and 
servants  of  the  king.  '"  Haman  said  moreover.  Yea, 
Esther  the  queen  did  let  no  man  come  in  with  the 
king  unto  the  banquet  that  she  had  prepared  but 
myself;  and  to  morrow  am  I  invited  unto  her  also 
with  the  king.  '^  Yet  all  this  availeth  me  nothing,  so 
long  as  I  see  Mordecai  the  Jew  sitting  at  the  king's 
gate.  '^  Then  said  Zeresh  his  wife  and  all  his  friends 
unto  him.  Let  a  *  gallows  be  made  of  fifty  cubits  B.eh.tree. 
high,  and  to  morrow  speak  thou  unto  the  king  that 
Mordecai  may  be  hanged  thereon:    then  go  thou  in 
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merrily  with  the  king  unto  the  banquet.  And  the 
thing  pleased  Haman;  and  he  caused  the  gallows  to 
be  made. 

YI.  On  that  night  *  could  not  the  king  ^^'"•f.l^Ziy"^""^ 
sleep,  and  he  commanded  to  bring  the  book  of  records 
of  the  chronicles ;  and  they  were  read  before  the  king. 
^And  it  was  found  written,  that  Mordecai  had  told  of 
Bigthana  and  Teresh,  two  of  the  king's  chamberlains, 
the  keepers  of  the  *door,  who  sought  to  lay  ^^hAhre^-hou. 
hand  on  the  king  Ahasuerus. 

^And  the  king  said.  What  honour  and  dignity  hath 
been  done  to  Mordecai  for  this?  Then  said  the  king's 
servants  that  ministered  unto  him.  There  is  nothing 
done  for  him.  '^And  the  king  said.  Who  is  in  the 
court?  Xow  Haman  was  come  into  the  outward  court 
of  the  king's  house,  to  speak  unto  the  king  to  hang 
Mordecai  on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for 
him.  ^And  the  king's  servants  said  unto  him,  Behold, 
Haman  standeth  in  the  court.  And  the  king  said.  Let 
him  come  in. 

^  So  Haman  came  in.  And  the  king  said  unto  him, 
What  shall  be  done  unto  the  man  *whom  ^teu^f^Si^ 
the  king  delighteth  to  honour?  Now  Haman  thought 
in  his  heart,  To  whom  would  the  kino^  delisrht  to  do 
honour  more  than  to  myself?  ^And  Haman  answered 
the  king.  For  the  man  *whom  the  king  ^L'i-S;i%£T" 
delighteth  to  honour,  '  *let  the  royal  appa-  ^rh-Si^il^-?? 
rel  be  brought  *  which  the  king  uset/i  ^'V:lZTh^%!"'^ 
to  wear,  and  the  horse  that  the  king  rideth  upon,  and 
the  crown  royal  which  is  set  upon  his  head :  ^  and  let 
this  apparel  and  horse  be  delivered  to  the  hand  of  one 
of  the  king's  most  noble  princes,  that  they  may  array 
the  man  ivithal  whom  the  king  dehghteth  to  honour, 
and  *  bring  him  on  horseback  through  the  ^"VS/""* 
street  of  the  city,  and  proclaim  before  him,  Thus  shall 
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it  be  done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honour. 

'°  Then  the  king  said  to  Haman,  Make  haste,  and 
take  the  apparel  and  the  horse,  as  thou  hast  said,  and 
do  even  so  to  Mordecai  the  Jew,  that  sitteth  at  the 
king's  gate :  *  let  nothing  fail  of  all  that  thou  ^.tiiJ'f;;^/ 
hast  spoken. 

"  Then  took  Haman  the  apparel  and  the  horse,  and 
arrayed  Mordecai,  and  brought  him  on  horseback 
through  the  street  of  the  city,  and  proclaimed  before 
him.  Thus  shall  it  be  done  unto  the  man  whom  the 
king  delighteth  to  honour. 

'*And  Mordecai  came  again  to  the  king's  gate.  But 
Haman  hasted  to  his  house  mourning,  and  having  his 
head  covered.  '^And  Haman  told  Zeresh  his  wife 
and  all  his  friends  every  thing  that  had  befallen  him. 
Then  said  his  wise  men  and  Zeresh  his  wife  unto  him, 
If  Mordecai  he  of  the  seed  of  the  Jews,  before  whom 
thou  hast  begun  to  fall,  thou  shalt  not  prevail  against 
him,  but  shalt  surely  fall  before  him. 

''^And  while  they  luere  yet  talking  with  him,  came 
the  king's  chamberlains,  and  hasted  to  bring  Haman 
unto  the  banquet  that  Esther  had  prepared. 

VII.  So  the  king  and  Haman  came  *to  -Reh.  to  drink. 
banquet  with  Esther  the  queen.  'And  the  king  said 
again  unto  Esther  on  the  second  day  at  the  banquet 
of  wine.  What  is  thy  petition,  queen  Esther?  and 
it  shall  be  granted  thee:  and  what  is  thy  request? 
and  it  shall  be  performed,  even  to  the  half  of  the 
kingdom.  ^  Then  Esther  the  queen  answered  and 
said.  If  I  have  found  favour  in  thy  sight,  0  king, 
and  if  it  please  the  king,  let  my  life  be  given  me  at 
my  petition,  and  my  people  at  my  request:  '^for  we 
are  sold,  I  and  my  people,  *to  be  destroyed,  fnf^ad^'j'Ltroy, 
to  be  slain,  and  to  perish.     But  if  we  had  ZtJia'peri^t 


ESTHER,    VIII.  13 

been  sold  for  bondmen  and  bondwomen,  I  had  held 
my  tongue,  although  the  enemy  could  not  countervail 
the  king's  damage. 

^  Then  the  king  Ahasuerus  answered  and  said  unto 
Esther  the  queen.  Who  is  he,  and  where  is  he,  *that 
durst  presume  in  his  heart  to  do  so?  'And  ^nftkfiudltm! 
Esther  said,  *The  adversary  and  enemy  is  ^Syi^sary."" 
this  wicked  Haman. 

Then  Haman  was  afraid  *  before  the  king  ^^\f;,celf!^' 
and  the  queen.  ^And  the  king  arising  from  the  ban- 
quet of  wine  in  his  wrath  loent  into  the  palace  garden : 
and  Haman  stood  up  to  make  request  for  his  life  to 
Esther  the  cjueen;  for  he  saw  that  there  was  evil 
determined  against  him  by  the  king. 

^  Then  the  king  returned  out  of  the  palace  garden 
into  the  place  of  the  banquet  of  wine ;  and  Haman  was 
fallen  upon  the  bed  whereon  Esther  was.  Then  said 
the  king.  Will  he  force  the  queen  also  *  before  's.eh.wuhme. 
me  in  the  house  ?  As  the  word  went  out  of  the  king's 
mouth,  they  covered  Haman's  face.  ^And  Harbonah, 
one  of  the  chamberlains,  said  before  the  king.  Behold 
also,  the  *  gallows  fifty  cubits  high,  which  Haman  Heb.  tree. 
had  made  for  ]\Iordecai,  who  had  spoken  good  for  the 
king,  standeth  in  the  house  of  Haman.  Then  the  king 
said.  Hang  him  thereon.  '°  So  they  hanged  Haman  on 
the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for  Mordecai.  Then 
was  the  king's  Avrath  pacified. 

YIIL  On  that  day  did  the  king  Ahasuerus  give 
the  house  of  Haman  the  Jews'  enemy  unto  Esther 
the  queen.  And  ]\[ordecai  came  before  the  king;  for 
Esther  had  told  what  he  ivas  unto  her.  ^And  the 
kino^  took  oif  his  rino;  Avhich  he  had  taken  from 
Haman,  and  gave  it  unto  Mordecai.  And  Esther  set 
Mordecai  over  the  house  of  Haman. 

^And  Esther  spake  yet  again  before  the  king,  and 
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fell  down  at  his  feet,  *and  besought  him  ^.^dbltuguhi^: 
with  tears  to  put  away  the  mischief  of  Haman  the 
Agagite,  and  his  device  that  he  had  devised  against 
the  Jews.  "^  Then  the  king  held  out  the  golden  sceptre 
toward  Esther.  So  Esther  arose  and  stood  before  the 
king,  ^  and  said,  If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  I  have 
found  favour  in  his  sight,  and  the  thing  seem  right 
before  the  king,  and  1  be  pleasing  in  his  eyes,  let  it 
be  written  to  reverse  *the  letters  devised  by  ^d^'ikce^ 
Haman,  the  son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  *  which 
he  wrote  to  destroy  the  Jews,  which  are  in  all  ^l^oi"! 
the  king's  provinces :  ^for  how  can  I  *  endure  ^^^imayllf'''^ 
to  see  the  evil  that  shall  come  unto  my  people  ?  or  how 
can  I  endure  to  see  the  destruction  of  my  kindred? 

^  Then  the  king  Ahasuerus  said  unto  Esther  the 
queen  and  to  Mordecai  the  Jew,  Behold,  I  have  given 
Esther  the  house  of  Haman,  and  him  they  have  hanged 
upon  the  gallows,  because  he  laid  his  hand  upon  the 
Jews.  ^  Write  ye  also  for  the  Jews,  as  it  liketh  you, 
in  the  king's  name,  and  seal  it  with  the  king's  ring: 
for  the  writing  which  is  written  in  the  king's  name, 
and  sealed  with  the  king's  ring,  may  no  man  reverse. 

^  Then  were  the  king's  scribes  called  at  that  time 
in  the  third  month,  that  z-9,  the  month  Sivan,  on  the 
three  and  twentieth  day  thereof;  and  it  was  written 
according  to  all  that  Mordecai  commanded  unto  the 
Jews,  and  to  the  lieutenants,  and  the  deputies  and 
rulers  of  the  provinces,  which  are  from  India  unto 
Ethiopia,  an  hundred  twenty  and  seven  provinces, 
unto  every  province  according  to  the  writing  thereof, 
and  unto  every  people  after  their  language,  and  to  the 
Jews  according  to  their  writing,  and  according  to  their 
language. 

'^And  he  wrote  in  the  king  Ahasuerus'  name,  and 
sealed  it  with  the  king's  ring,  and  sent  letters  by  posts 
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on  horseback,  and  riders  on  mules,  camels,  and  young 
dromedaries:  "wherein  the  king  granted  the  Jews 
which  were  in  every  city  to  gather  themselves  toge- 
ther, and  to  stand  for  their  life,  to  destroy,  to  slay,  and 
to  cause  to  perish,  all  the  power  of  the  people  and 
province  that  would  assault  them,  hotli  little  ones  and 
women,  and  to  take  the  spoil  of  them  for  a  prey, 
''upon  one  day  in  all  the  provinces  of  king  Ahasuerus, 
namely^  upon  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month, 
which  is  the  month  Adar. 

'^  The  copy  of  the  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be 
given  in  every  province  was  *  published  unto  ^^h.reveaud, 
all  people,  and  that  the  Jews  should  be  ready  against 
that  day  to  avenge  themselves  on  their  enemies.  '"^aS'o 
the  posts  that  rode  upon  mules  and  camels  went  out, 
being  hastened  and  pressed  on  by  the  king's  com- 
mandment. And  the  decree  was  given  at  Shushan 
the  palace. 

'"And  Mordecai  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the 
king  in  royal  apparel  of  *blue  and  white,  and  ov,viout. 
with  a  great  crown  of  gold,  and  with  a  garment  of 
fine  linen  and  purple:  and  the  city  of  Shushan  re- 
joiced and  was  glad.  ''  The  Jews  had  light,  and  glad- 
ness, and  joy,  and  honour.  '^  And  in  every  province, 
and  in  every  city,  whithersoever  the  king's  command- 
ment and  his  decree  came,  the  Jews  had  joy  and 
gladness,  a  feast  and  a  good  day.  And  many  of  the 
people  of  the  land  became  Jews ;  for  the  fear  of  the 
Jews  fell  upon  them. 

IX.  Now  in  the  twelfth  month,  that  is,  the  month 
Adar,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  same,  when  the 
king's  commandment  and  his  decree  drew  near  to  be 
put  in  execution,  in  the  day  that  the  enemies  of  the 
Jews  hoped  to  have  power  over  them,  (though  it  was 
turned  to  the  contrary,  that  the  Jews  had  rule  over 

m.  7. 
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them  that  hated  them;)  Hhe  Jews  gathered  them- 
selves together  in  their  cities  throughout  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  king  Ahasuerus,  to  lay  hand  on  such  as 
sought  their  hurt :  and  no  man  could  withstand  them ; 
for  the  fear  of  them  fell  upon  all  people.  ^  And  all  the 
rulers  of  the  provinces,  and  the  lieutenants,  and  the 
deputies,  and  *  officers  of  the  king,  helped  Sf^/f^LtS 
the  Jews;  because  the  fear  of  Mordecai  fell  fn'kST^'^'" 
upon  them.  '^For  Mordecai  was  great  in  the  king's 
house,  and  his  fame  went  out  throughout  all  the  pro- 
vinces: for  this  man  Mordecai  waxed  greater  and 
greater. 

^  Thus  the  Jews  smote  all  their  enemies  with  the 
stroke  of  the  sword,  and  slaughter,  and  destruction, 
and  did  *what  they  would  unto  those  that  ^S'ti^^ 
hated  them.  ^And  in  Shushan  the  palace  the  Jews 
slew  and  destroyed  five  hundred  men.  ^  And  Par- 
shandatha,  and  Dalphon,  and  Aspatha,  ^and  Poratha, 
and  Adalia,  and  Aridatha,  ^and  Parmashta,  and  Arisai, 
and  Aridai,  and  Vajezatha,  '°the  ten  sons  of  Haman 
the  son  of  Hammedatha,  the  enemy  of  the  Jews,  slew 
they;  but  on  the  spoil  laid  they  not  their  hand. 

"  On  that  day  the  number  of  those  that  were  slain 
in  Shushan  the  palace  *was  brought  before  the  B.eh.came. 
king.  '^And  the  king  said  unto  Esther  the  queen, 
The  Jews  have  slain  and  destroyed  five  hundred  men 
in  Shushan  the  palace,  and  the  ten  sons  of  Haman; 
what  have  they  done  in  the  rest  of  the  king's  pro- 
vinces ?  now  what  is  thy  petition  ?  and  it  shall  be 
granted  thee:  or  what  is  thy  request  further?  and  it 
shall  be  done. 

'^  Then  said  Esther,  If  it  please  the  king,  let  it 
be  granted  to  the  Jews  which  are  in  Shushan  to  do 
to  morrow  also  according  unto  this  day's  decree,  and 
*let  Haman's  ten  sons  be  hanged  upon  the  ^^V^.*""" 
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gallows.  "^And  the  king  commanded  it  so  to  be  done : 
and  the  decree  was  given  at  Shushan ;  and  they  hanged 
Haman's  ten  sons.  ''  For  the  Jews  that  were  in  Shu- 
shan gathered  themselves  together  on  the  fourteenth 
day  also  of  the  month  Adar,  and  slew  three  hundred 
men  at  Shushan ;  but  on  the  j)rey  they  laid  not  their 
hand. 

'^But  the  other  Jews  that  were  in  the  king's  pro- 
vinces gathered  themselves  together,  and  stood  for 
their  lives,  and  had  rest  from  their  enemies,  and  slew 
of  their  foes  seventy  and  five  thousand,  but  they  laid 
not  their  hands  on  the  prey,  '^on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  the  month  Adar;  and  on  the  fourteenth  day 
*of  the  same  rested  they,  and  made  it  a  day  B.eh.  in  a. 
of  fasting  and  gladness.  '^  But  the  Jews  that  ivere 
at  Shushan  assembled  together  on  the  thirteenth  dai/ 
thereof,  and  on  the  fourteenth  thereof;  and  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  same  they  rested,  and  made  it 
a  day  of  feastmg  and  gladness.  '^  Therefore  the  Jews 
of  the  villages,  that  dwelt  in  the  unwalled  towns, 
made  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Adar  a  day  of 
gladness  and  feasting,  and  a  good  day,  and  of  sending 
portions  one  to  another. 

'°And  Mordecai  wrote  these  things,  and  sent  letters 
unto  all  the  Jews  that  wei^e  in  all  the  provinces  of  the 
king  Ahasuerus,  both  nigh  and  far,  ^'to  stablish  this 
among  them,  that  they  should  keep  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  month  Adar,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  the 
same,  yearly,  "as  the  days  wherein  the  Jews  rested 
from  their  enemies,  and  the  month  which  was  turned 
unto  them  from  sorrow  to  joy,  and  from  mourning 
into  a  good  day:  that  they  should  make  them  days 
of  feasting  and  joy,  and  of  sending  portions  one  to 
another,  and  gifts  to  the  poor.  ''^And  the  Jews  under- 
took to  do  as  they  had  begun,  and  as  Mordecai  had 


18  ESTHEE,    IX. 

written  unto  them;  ^"^ because  Hainan  the  son  of  Ham- 
medatha  the  Agagite,  the  enemy  of  all  the  Jews,  had 
devised  against  the  Jews  to  destroy  them,  and  had 
cast  Pur,  that  Z5,  the  lot,  to  *  consume  them,  B.eh.  crush. 
and  to  destroy  them;  ^^but  *when  Esther  came  ^^e'camT 
before  the  king,  he  commanded  by  letters  ^that  his 
wicked  device,  which  he  devised  against  the  Jews, 
should  return  upon  his  own  head,  and  that  he  and  his 
sons  should  be  hanged  on  the  gallows.  ^^  Wherefore 
they  called  these  days  Purim  after  the  name  of  *  Pur. 
Therefore  for  all  the  words  of  this  letter,  and  That  is,  m. 
of  that  which  they  had  seen  concerning  this  matter, 
and  which  had  come  unto  them,  '^the  Jews  ordained, 
and  took  upon  them,  and  upon  their  seed,  and  upon 
all  such  as  joined  themselves  unto  them,  so  as  it  should 
not  *fail,  that  they  would  keep  these  two  days  Heb.^as*. 
according  to  their  writing,  and  according  to  their  ap- 
pointed time  every  year;  ^^and  that  these  days  should 
be  remembered  and  kept  throughout  every  generation, 
every  family,  every  province,  and  every  city ;  and 
that  these  days  of  Purim  should  not  *fail  from  Heb.  ^as*. 
among  the  Jews,  nor  the  memorial  of  them  *  perish 
from  their  seed.  :Keh.  be  etided. 

^^  Then  Esther  the  queen,  the  daughter  of  Abihail, 
and  Mordecai  the  Jew,  wrote  with  *  all  authority,  ftrenfffh. 
to  confirm  this  second  letter  of  Purim.  ^°  And  he  sent 
the  letters  unto  all  the  Jews,  to  the  hundred  twenty 
and  seven  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Ahasuerus, 
with  words  of  peace  and  truth,  ^'to  confirm  these  days 
of  Purim  in  their  times  appointed^  according  as  Mor- 
decai the  Jew  and  Esther  the  queen  had  enjoined 
them,  and  as  they  had  decreed  *for  them-  ^'\{:L!'''" 
selves  and  for  their  seed,  the  matters  of  the  fastings  and 
their  cry.  ^'And  the  decree  of  Esther  confirmed  these 
matters  of  Purim ;  and  it  was  written  in  the  book. 
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X.  And  the  king  Ahasuerus  laid  a  tribute  upon 
the  land,  and  upon  the  isles  of  the  sea.  ""  And  all  the 
acts  of  his  power  and  of  his  might,  and  the  declara- 
tion of  the  greatness  of  Mordecai,  whereunto  the  king 
*  advanced  him,  are  they  not  written  in  the  ^J^'g^elt! 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Media  and 
Persia  ?  ^  For  Mordecai  the  Jew  was  next  unto  king 
Ahasuerus,  and  great  among  the  Jews,  and  accepted 
of  the  multitude  of  his  brethren,  seeking  the  wealth 
of  his  people,  and  speaking  peace  to  all  his  seed. 
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Ahasuekus,  the  extent  of  his 
dominion,  1,  3,  7,  14;  provi- 
dentially learns  Mordecai's 
claim  upon  his  favour,  1 1 ; 
reverses  the  decree  against 
the  Jews,  14. 

Esther,  her  appointment  as 
queen,  4,  5 ;  learns  the  danger 
of  her  kindred,  8  ;  goes  in 
unbidden  to  the  king,  9  ;  her 
request  for  her  people,  12; 
her  request  to  reverse  the 
decree  against  the  Jews,  14 ; 
her  authority  in  the  kingdom, 
18. 


Haman,  his  rank  and  influence, 
6,  10  ;  conspires  against  the 
Jews,  6,  7;  invited  to  Esther's 
banquets,  10;  erects  the  gal- 
lows for  Mordecai,  11  ;  is 
obliged  to  honour  Mordecai, 
12;  is  accused  by  Esther,  13; 
and  hanged,  13  ;  his  sons  are 
hanged,  16,  17. 

Jews,  their  danger  from  Haman, 
7;  their  lamentations,  8 ;  their 
triumph  in  Mordecai,  12,  15 ; 
they  are  permitted  to  withstand 
their  enemies,  15;  their  suc- 
cessful  resistance,  16;    their 
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rejoicings,  17;    the  perpetual 
feast  of  Purim,  18. 

MoKDECAi,  his  genealogy,  4 ; 
the  service  he  rendered  to  the 
king,  6  ;  refuses  obeisance  to 
Haman,  6  ;  is  honoured  by 
the  king,  11,  12;   is  endowed 


with  Haman' s  possessions,  13 ; 
his  promotion,  18,  19. 

Pur,   the  lot,  6  ;    a  perpetual 
feast,  18. 

Vashti,  refuses  to  obey,  and  is 
deposed,  2,  3. 


THE    BOOK    OE    JOB. 


This  book  derives  its  title  from  the  patriarch  Job,  whose  prosperity, 
affictions,  and  restoration,  are  here  recorded,  with  his  exemplary  pa- 
tience under  all  his  calamities.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Job  was  a 
real,  and  not  a  fictitious  character,  and  that  the  narrative  in  this  book 
is  of  an  historical  fact ;  for  the  prophet  Ezekiel  mentions  Job,  Noah, 
and  Daniel,  as  three  persons  of  eminent  piety  (Eze.  xiv.  14,  20) ;  and 
the  apostle  James  illustrates  the  advantage  of  patience  by  the  example 
of  Joh,  as  he  had  done  the  doctrine  of  faith  and  works  by  the  examples 
of  Abraham  and  Eahab  (Ja,  ii.  21-25;  v.  11). 

I^othing  certain  can  be  determined  respecting  the  age  in  which  Job 
lived ;  though  the  long  life  which  he  attained,  the  general  air  of  anti- 
quity which  pervades  the  manners  recorded  in  the  poem;  the  great 
remains  of  patriarchal  rehgion;  the  worship  of  the  sun  and  moon 
being  the  only  idolatry  mentioned ;  there  being  no  express  allusion  to 
the  Mosaic  law,  or  the  wonderful  works  of  God  to  Israel ;  and  several 
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peculiarities  in  the  language,  style,  and  composition  of  the  work ;  aU 
concur  to  render  it  highly  probable  that  he  lived  in  the  patriarchal 
times,  or,  at  least,  previous  to  the  Exodus  of  Israel  from  Egypt. 

Respecting  the  author  of  this  book,  it  is  highly  probable  that  it  was 
the  production  of  Job  himself,  or  some  other  person  his  contemporary. 


JOB. 


I.  There  was  a  man  in  the  land  of  Uz,  whose  name 
was  Job;  and  that  man  was  perfect  and  upright,  and 
one  that  feared  God  and  eschewed  evih  ''And  there 
were  born  unto  him  seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 
^  His  *  substance  also  was  seven  thousand  sheep,  or,  cauie. 
and  three  thousand  camels,  and  five  hundred  yoke  of 
oxen,  and  five  hundred  she  asses,  and  a  very  great 
*  household;  so  that  this  man  was  the  greatest  or,  hushandry. 
all  the  *men  of  the  east.  ^telZ"^ 

'^And  his  sons  went  and  feasted  in  their  houses, 
every  one  his  day ;  and  sent  and  called  for  their  three 
sisters  to  eat  and  to  drink  with  them.  ^  And  it  was  so, 
when  the  days  of  their  feasting  were  gone  about,  that 
Job  sent  and  sanctified  them,  and  rose  up  early  in  the 
morning,  and  offered  burnt  offerings,  according  to  the 
number  of  them  all :  for  Job  said.  It  may  be  that  my 
sons  have  sinned,  and  cursed  God  in  their  hearts. 
Thus  did  Job  *  continually .  ^eh.  an  me  days. 

^  Now  there  was  a  day  when  the  sons  of  God  came 
to  present  themselves  before  the  Lord,  and  *  Satan 
came  also  *  among  them.    ^And  the  Lord  ^^^-  '!'\f'Z7'. 

.  T  n  TTT1  1  e\     Heb.  m  the  midst  of 

said  unto  batan,    Whence  comest  thou.''  ihem. 

Then  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said,  From  going 
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to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  from  walking  up  and 
down  in  it.  ^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  *Hast 
thou  considered  my  servant  Job,  that  there  ^^^ifhTarton.  "'* 
is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  upright 
man,  one  that  feareth  God,  and  escheweth  evil  ?  ^  Then 
Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said.  Doth  Job  fear 
God  for  nought?  '°  Hast  not  thou  made  an  hedge 
about  him,  and  about  his  house,  and  about  all  that  he 
hath  on  every  side  ?  thou  hast  blessed  the  work  of  his 
hands,  and  his  *  substance  is  increased  in  the  or,  cattie. 
land.  "  But  put  forth  thine  hand  now,  and  touch  all 
that  he  hath,  *and  he  will  curse  thee  to  ^'tKiaT/act" 
thy  face.  '"And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  Behold, 
all  that  he  hath  is  in  thy  *  power;  only  upon  Heb.  Aa«i. 
himself  put  not  forth  thine  hand.  So  Satan  went  forth 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

'^And  there  was  a  day  when  his  sons  and  his  daugh- 
ters were  eating  and  drinking  wine  in  their  eldest 
brother's  house:  '''and  there  came  a  messenger  unto 
Job,  and  said.  The  oxen  were  ploughing,  and  the 
asses  feeding  beside  them:  '"and  the  Sabeans  fell 
upon  them^  and  took  them  away ;  yea,  they  have  slain 
the  servants  with  the  edge  of  the  sword ;  and  I  only 
am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee.  '^  While  he  was  yet 
speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said,  *  The  fire 
of  God  is  fallen  from  heaven,  and  hath  burned  ^^'/,r"' 
up  the  sheep,  and  the  servants,  and  consumed  them ; 
and  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee.  '^  While  he 
was  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said. 
The  Chaldeans  made  out  three  bands,  and  *fell  ^eh.^-ushed. 
upon  the  camels,  and  have  carried  them  away,  yea, 
and  slain  the  servants  with  the  edge  of  the  sword; 
and  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee.  '^  While  he 
was  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said, 
Thy  sons  and  thy  daughters  were  eating  and  drinking 
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wine  in  their  eldest  brother's  house :  '^  and,  behold, 
there  came  a  great  wind  *from  the  wilderness,  ^^^^/jr 
and  smote  the  four  corners  of  the  house,  and  it  fell 
upon  the  young  men,  and  they  are  dead;  and  I  only 
am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee. 

''''Then  Job  arose,  and  rent  his  *  mantle,  and  or,  robe. 
shaved  his  head,  and  fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and 
worshipped,  "'  and  said,  Naked  came  I  out  of  my 
mother's  womb,  and  naked  shall  I  return  thither ;  the 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  blessed 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  "  In  all  this  Job  sinned 
not,  nor  *  charged  God  foolishly.  %ipfGot 

II.  Again  there  was  a  day  when  the  sons  of  God 
came  to  present  themselves  before  the  Lord,  and 
Satan  came  also  among  them  to  present  himself  before 
the  Lord.  ''And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  From 
whence  comest  thou?  And  Satan  answered  the  Lord, 
and  said.  From  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  from 
walking  up  and  down  in  it.  ^And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Satan,  Hast  thou  considered  my  servant  Job,  that 
there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an 
upright  man,  one  that  feareth  God,  and  escheweth 
evil?  and  still  he  holdeth  fast  his  integrity,  although 
thou  movedst  me  against  him,  *to  destroy  ^^^^^S?"''"' 
him  without  cause.  "And  Satan  answered  the  Lord, 
and  said.  Skin  for  skin,  yea,  all  that  a  man  hath  will 
he  give  for  his  hfe.  ^  But  put  forth  thine  hand  now, 
and  touch  his  bone  and  his  flesh,  and  he  will  curse 
thee  to  thy  face.  ^And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan, 
Behold,  he  is  in  thine  hand;  *but  save  his  life,    or, onij/. 

^  So  went  Satan  forth  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  and  smote  Job  with  sore  boils  from  the  sole  of 
his  foot  unto  his  crown.  'And  he  took  him  a  potsherd 
to  scrape  himself  withal ;  and  he  sat  down  among  the 
ashes. 
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^  Then  said  his  wife  unto  him,  Dost  thou  still  retain 
thine  integrity?  curse  God,  and  die.  '°But  he  said 
unto  her,  Thou  speakest  as  one  of  the  foolish  women 
speak eth?  What?  shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand 
of  God,  and  shall  we  not  receive  evil?  In  all  this  did 
not  Job  sin  with  his  lips. 

"  Now  when  Job's  three  friends  heard  of  all  this 
evil  that  was  come  upon  him,  they  came  every  one 
from  his  own  place ;  Eliphaz  the  Temanite,  and  Bildad 
the  Shuhite,  and  Zophar  the  Naamathite:  for  they 
had  made  an  appointment  together  to  come  to  mourn 
with  him  and  to  comfort  him.  '"And  when  they  lifted 
up  their  eyes  afar  off,  and  knew  him  not,  they  lifted 
up  their  voice,  and  wept ;  and  they  rent  every  one  his 
mantle,  and  sprinkled  dust  upon  their  heads,  toward 
heaven.  '^  So  they  sat  down  with  him  upon  the  ground 
seven  days  and  seven  nights,  and  none  spake  a  word 
unto  him :  for  they  saw  that  his  grief  was  very  great. 

III.  After  this  opened  Job  his  mouth,  and  cursed 
his  day.     'And  Job  *sj)ake,  and  said,  Beh. answered. 

^  Let  the  day  perish  wherein  I  was  born,  and  the  night 
in  which  it  was  said.  There  is  a  man  child  con- 
ceived. '^Let  that  day  be  darkness;  let  not  God 
regard  it  from  above,  neither  let  the  light  shine 
upon  it.     ^  Let  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death 

*  stain  it;  let  a  cloud  dwell  upon  it;  *let  or,  cAa«.«^.  zy. 

Till  n      ^  1  '  f      '  6   A      ^'^'  ^^^  tiiem  ter- 

the  blackness  oi  the  day  terrily  it.  As  n/y  u,  as  those 
for  that  night,  let  darkness  seize  upon  ter  day. 
it;  *let  it  not  be  joined  unto  the  days  ^^^i:l;^r/4f^ 
of  the  year,  let  it  not  come  into  the  number  of  the 
months.  ^  Lo,  let  that  night  be  solitary,  let  no 
joyful  voice  come  therein.  ^  Let  them  curse  it 
that  curse  the  day,  who  are  ready  to  raise  up 

*  their  mourning.     ^  Let  the  stars  of  the  or. « leviathan. 
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twilight  thereof  be  dark ;  let  it  look  for  light,  but 
have  none:  neither  let  it  see  *the  dawn-  ^fde^^Z^niuy^ 
ing  of  the  day :  '°  because  it  shut  not  up  the  doors 
of  my  mother'' s  womb,  nor  hid  sorrow  from  mine 
eyes. 

"Why  died  I  not  from  the  womb?  ichy  did  I  not  give 
up  the  ghost  when  I  came  out  of  the  belly?  '''AV^hy 
did  the  knees  prevent  me  ?  or  why  the  breasts  that 
I  should  suck  ?  '^  For  now  should  I  have  lain  still 
and  been  quiet,  I  should  have  slept:  then  had 
I  been  at  rest,  '^with  kings  and  counsellors  of  the 
earth,  which  built  desolate  ]3laces  for  themselves ; 
'"or  with  princes  that  had  gold,  who  filled  their 
houses  with  silver:  '^or  as  an  hidden  untimely 
birth  I  had  not  been ;  as  infants  which  never  saw 
light.  '^  There  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling, 
and  there  the  *  weary  be  at  rest.  ''  There  ^f;,;i7£'^ 
the  prisoners  rest  together  ;  they  hear  not  the 
voice  of  the  oppressor.  '^  The  small  and  great  are 
there ;  and  the  servant  is  free  from  his  master. 

""^  Wherefore  is  light  given  to  him  that  is  in  misery, 
and  life  unto  the  bitter  in  soul ; "'  which  *long  Heb.  wait. 
for  death,  but  it  cometh  not;  and  dig  for  it  more 
than  for  hid  treasures;  "which  rejoice  exceedingly, 
and  are  glad,  when  they  can  find  the  grave? 
^"Why  is  light  given  to  a  man  whose  way  is  hid, 
and  whom  God  hath  hedged  in?  '^For  my  sighing 
cometh  *  before  I  eat,  and  my  roarings  are  ^„^^",S'^ 
poured  out  like  the  waters.  ^^For  *the  S\f£r'/ii 
thing  which  I  greatly  feared  is  come  upon  me, 
and  that  which  I  was  afraid  of  is  come  unto  me. 
*^  I  was  not  in  safety,  neither  had  I  rest,  neither 
was  I  quiet ;  yet  trouble  came. 

lY.  Then  Eliphaz  the  Temanite  answered  and  said, 
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'  If  we  assay  *to  commune  with  thee,  wilt  thou  Tioh.awor^i. 
be  grieved?  but  *who  can  withhold  ^' V-» "orJ.f"'' 
himself  from  speaking  ?  ^  Behold,  thou  hast  in- 
structed many,  and  thou  hast  strengthened  the 
weak  hands.  '^  Thy  words  have  upholden  him  that 
was  falling,  and  thou  hast  strengthened  *the  feeble 
knees.  '  But  now  it  is  come  upon  thee,  ^'^  wl""''"^ 
and  thou  faintest;  it  toucheth  thee,  and  thou  art 
troubled.  ^  Is  not  this  thy  fear,  thy  confidence, 
thy  hope,  and  the  uprightness  of  thy  ways  ? 

'Kemember,  I  pray  thee,  who  ever  perished,  being 
innocent?  or  where  were  the  righteous  cut  oiF? 
^  Even  as  I  have  seen,  they  that  plow  iniquity, 
and  sow  wickedness,  reap  the  same.  ^  By  the 
blast  of  God  they  perish,  and  by  the  breath  of  his 
nostrils  are  they  consumed.  '°  The  roaring  of  the 
lion,  and  the  voice  of  the  fierce  lion,  and  the  teeth 
of  the  young  lions,  are  broken.  "The  old  lion 
perisheth  for  lack  of  prey,  and  the  stout  lion's 
whelps  are  scattered  abroad. 

"  Now  a  thing  was  *  secretly  brought  to  me,  and  ^.uaitl 
mine  ear  received  a  little  thereof.  '^  In  thoughts 
from  the  visions  of  the  night,  when  deep  sleep 
falleth  on  men,  '"^fear  *came  upon  me,  and  ^^^v!""' 
trembling,  which  made  *all  my  bones  ^%XTod"^' 
to  shake.  '^  Then  a  spirit  passed  before  my  face; 
the  hair  of  my  flesh  stood  up :  '"^  it  stood  still,  but 
I  could  not  discern  the  form  thereof:  an  image 
was  before  mine  eyes,  *  there  teas  silence,  ^^^mi'^Zi"' 
and  I  heard  a  voice,  saying^  '^  Shall  mortal  man  be 
more  just  than  God?  shall  a  man  be  more  pure 
than  his  maker?  '^Behold,  he  put  no  trust  in  his 
servants;  *and  his  angels  he  charged  ^^JZr^l^t^'Sp. 
with  folly :  '^  how  much  less  in  them  that  dwell  in 
houses  of  clay,  whose  foundation  is  in  the  dust, 
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icliich  are  crushed  before  the  moth?     ""^They  are 

*  destroyed  from  morning  to  evening:  they  ^-nplTeT 
perish  for  ever  without  any  regarding  if.  ''  Doth 
not  their  excellency  icliich  is  in  them  go  away? 
they  die,  even  without  wisdom. 

V.  Call  now,  if  there  be  any  that  will  answer  thee; 
and  to  which  of  the  saints  wilt  thou  *turn?  ov,iook. 
''For  wrath  killeth  the  foolish  man,  and  *envy 
slayeth  the  silly  one.  ^ I  have  seen  the  fool-  ^I'auon.' 
ish  taking  root :  but  suddenly  I  cursed  his  habita- 
tion. ^His  children  are  far  from  safety,  and  they 
are  crushed  in  the  gate,  neither  is  there  any  to 
dehver  them.  ^  Whose  harvest  the  hungry  eateth 
up,  and  taketh  it  even  out  of  the  thorns,  and  the 
robber  swalloweth  up  their  substance.     ^Although 

*  affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust,  or,  iniquit>/. 
neither  doth  trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground ;  ^yet 
man  is  born  unto  ^trouble,  as  *  the':?/„'4;5r^,,S5-,fj 
sparks  fly  upward.  ^^^  "^  ^"•^•^• 

I  would  seek  unto  God,  and  unto  God  would  I  com- 
mit my  cause:    ^ which  doeth    great  things  and 

*  unsearchable ;  marvellous  things  *  without  ^no'sf'allt!^ 
number:  '°who  giveth  rain  upon  the  ^^\l'll^^^^^^^^ 
earth,  and  sendeth  waters  upon  the  *  fields :  ^JL°"!" 
"to  set  up  on  high  those  that  be  low;  that  those 
which  mourn  may  be  exalted  to  safety.  '''He  dis- 
appoint eth  the  devices  of  the  crafty,  so  that  their 
hands  *  cannot  perform  their  enterprise.  ^'''  ''any'^trml''''''' 
'^  He  taketh  the  wise  in  their  own  craftiness :  and 
the  counsel  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong. 
'■^They  *meet  with  darkness  in  the  daytime,  ^Wo!' 
and  grope  in  the  noonday  as  in  the  night.  '^But 
he  saveth  the  poor  from  the  sword,  from  their 
mouth,  and  from  the  hand  of  the  mighty.  '^  So  the 
poor  hath  hope,  and  iniquity  stoj)peth  her  mouth. 
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'Behold,  happy  is  the  man  whom  God  correcteth : 
therefore  despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the 
Almighty:  '^for  he  maketh  sore,  and  bindeth  up: 
he  woundeth,  and  his  hands  make  whole.  '^He 
shall  deliver  thee  in  six  troubles:  yea,  in  seven 
there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee.  '°  In  famine  he 
shall  redeem  thee  from  death :  and  in  war  *  from 
the  power  of  the  sword.  ''  Thou  shalt  be  °'\£r. ''" 
hid  *from  the  scourge  of  the  tongue:  ^'' tZrg^tt^"" 
neither  shalt  thou  be  afraid  of  destruction  when  it 
cometh.  "At  destruction  and  famine  thou  shalt 
laugh :  neither  shalt  thou  be  afraid  of  the  beasts  of 
the  earth.  ^^For  thou  shalt  be  in  league  with  the 
stones  of  the  field :  and  the  beasts  of  the  field  shall 
be  at  peace  with  thee.  ""^And  thou  shalt  know 
*that  thy  tabernacle  shall  be  in  peace;  %tt?naci>^' 
and  thou  shalt  visit  thy  habitation,  and  shalt  not 
*sin.  ^'Thou  shalt  know  also  that  thy  seed  or,  err. 
shall  be  *  great,  and  thine  ofi'spring  as  the  ov,  much. 
grass  of  the  earth.  ^^  Thou  shalt  come  to  thy  grave 
in  a  full  age,  like  as  a  shock  of  corn  *  cometh  in  in 

his   season.  Heb.  ascend eth. 

"  Lo  this,  we  have  searched  it,  so  it  is;  hear  it,  and 
know  thou  it  *for  thy  good.  Heb./or  %se//. 

VI.  But  Job  answered  and  said, 

Oh  that  my  grief  were  throughly  weighed,  and  my 
calamity  *laid  in  the  balances  together!  B.eh.iiftedup. 
^For  now  it  would  be  heavier  than  the  sand  of  the 
sea:  therefore  *my  words  are  swallowed  That  is.  j  «»«»« 

-P^  -  •'  „,  Ai'i  words  to  exprnfs 

up.     *i^  or  the  arrows  ol  the  Almighty  are  rr.y  grief. 
within  me,   the  poison  whereof  drinketh  up  my 
spirit:    the  terrors  of  God  do  set  themselves  in 
array  against  me.     ^Doth  the  wild  ass  bray  *when 
he  hath  grass  ?  or  loweth  the  ox  over  his  Heb.  at  grau. 
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fodder?  ^Can  that  which  is  unsavoury  be  eaten 
without  salt?  or  is  there  any  taste  in  the  white  of 
an  Qgg  ?  ^  The  things  that  my  soul  refused  to  touch 
ai^e  as  my  sorrowful  meat. 

Oh  that  I  might  have  my  request ;  and  that  God 
would  grant  me  *the  thing  that  I  long  for!  ^p^ctaiioT 
^  Even  that  it  would  please  God  to  destroy  me  ; 
that  he  would  let  loose  his  hand,  and  cut  me  off! 
'°Then  should  I  yet  have  comfort;  yea,  I  would 
harden  myself  in  sorrow :  let  him  not  spare ;  for  I 
have  not  concealed  the  words  of  the  Holy  One. 
"AVhat  is  my  strength,  that  I  should  hope?  and 
what  is  mine  end,  that  I  should  prolong  my  life? 
^^ Is  my  strength  the  strength  of  stones?  or  is  my 
flesh  *of  brass?  ^'"Is  not  my  help  in  me?  B.eh.hrasen. 
and  is  wisdom  driven  quite  from  me? 

'  *  To  him  that  is  afflicted  pity  should  be  shelved  ^hatmeueth. 
from  his  friend;  but  he  forsaketh  the  fear  of  the 
Almighty.  ''My  brethren  have  dealt  deceitfully 
as  a  brook,  and  as  the  stream  of  brooks  they  pass 
away;  '^ which  are  blackish  by  reason  of  the  ice, 
and  wherein  the  snow  is  hid:  '^what  time  they 
wax  warm,  *they  vanish:  *when  it  B^^^^nVe Ztterfof. 
is  hot,  they  are  *  consumed  out  of  their  seb.  extinguished. 
place.  '^The  paths  of  their  way  are  turned  aside; 
they  go  to  nothing,  and  perish.  '^The  troops  of 
Tenia  looked,  the  companies  of  Sheba  waited  for 
them.  ""^They  were  confounded  because  they  had 
hoped ;  they  came  thither,  and  were  ashamed. 
^^*ror  now  ye  are  *nothing;  ye  see  ''l^Z::'"&yoT 
my  casting  down,  and  are  afraid.        Heb.  not. 

'Did  I  say.  Bring  unto  me?  or.  Give  a  reward  for 
me  of  your  substance?  '''Or,  Deliver  me  from  the 
enemy's  hand?  or.  Redeem  me  from  the  hand  of 
the  mighty? 
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^^  Teach  me,  and  I  will  hold  my  tongue  :  and  cause 
me  to  understand  wherein  I  have  erred.  '^How 
forcible  are  right  words  !  but  Avhat  doth  your 
arguing  reprove?  '^Do  ye  imagine  to  reprove 
words,  and  the  speeches  of  one  that  is  desperate, 
which  are  as  wind  ?  '^  Yea,  *ye  overwhelm  ^tf/Jliupon. 
the  fatherless,  and  ye  dig  a  pit  for  your  friend. 

'^  Now  therefore  be  content,  look  upon  me  ;  for  it  is 
*  evident  unto  you  if  I  lie.  ''Return,  I  ^S;}f7 
pray  you,  let  it  not  be  iniquity ;  yea,  return  again, 
my  righteousness  is  *  in  it.  ^°  Is  there  '^^^^thil!^'' 
iniquity  in  my  tongue?  cannot  *my  taste  seh.m^paiafe. 
discern  perverse  things? 

YII.  Is  there  not  *an  appointed  time  to  man  or,  a  tvar/are. 
upon  earth  ?  are  not  his  days  also  like  the  days 
of  an  hireling?  'As  a  servant  *  earnestly  ^^,/;f,f' '^ 
desireth  the  shadow,  and  as  an  hireling  looketh  for 
the  reward  of  his  work :  ^  so  am  I  made  to  possess 
months  of  vanity,  and  wearisome  nights  are  ap- 
pointed to  me.  "^When  I  lie  down,  I  say.  When 
shall  I  arise,  and  *the  night  be  gone?  ^t\tlZ:r 
and  I  am  full  of  tossings  to  and  fro  unto  the  dawn- 
ing of  the  day.  ^My  flesh  is  clothed  with  worms 
and  clods  of  dust;  my  skin  is  broken  and  become 
loathsome.  ^My  days  are  swifter  than  a  weaver's 
shuttle,  and  are  spent  without  hope. 

^  0  remember  that  my  life  is  wind :  mine  eye  *  shall 
no  more  *see  good.  'The  eye  of  him  Jha^'St  "«jo7/"''''- 
that  hath  seen  me  shall  see  me  no  more:  thine 
eyes  are  upon  me,  and  *I  am  not.  ^  As  'ftfnoionlTr. 
the  cloud  is  consumed  and  vanish eth  away :  so  he 
that  goeth  down  to  the  grave  shall  come  up  no 
more,  '°  He  shall  return  no  more  to  his  house,  nei- 
ther shall  his  place  know  him  any  more.  "  There- 
fore I  will  not  refrain  my  mouth ;  I  will  speak  in 
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the  anguish  of  my  spirit ;  I  will  complain  in  the 
bitterness  of  my  soul. 

'Ain  I  a  sea,  or  a  whale,  that  thou  settest  a  watch 
over  me?  '^AYhen  I  say.  My  bed  shall  comfort 
me,  my  couch  shall  ease  my  complaint ;  '^then 
thou  scarest  me  mth  dreams,  and  terrifiest  me 
through  visions:  ''so  that  my  soul  chooseth  stran- 
gling, and  death  rather  *than  my  life.  neh.  than  m>/ lone,. 
'^I  loathe  it;  I  would  not  live  alway :  let  me  alone ; 
for  my  days  are  vanity.  '^"What  is  man,  that  thou 
shouldest  magnify  him?  and  that  thou  shouldest 
set  thine  heart  upon  him  ?  '^  and  that  thou  shouldest 
visit  him  eveiy  morning,  and  try  him  every  mo- 
ment? '^How  long  wilt  thou  not  depart  from  me, 
nor  let  me  alone  till  I  swallow  down  my  spittle? 

"I  have  sinned,  what  shall  I  do  unto  thee,  0  thou 
Preserver  of  men?  why  hast  thou  set  me  as  a 
mark  against  thee,  so  that  I  am  a  burden  to  my- 
self? ''xVnd  why  dost  thou  not  pardon  my  trans- 
gression, and  take  away  mine  inic|uity?  for  now 
shall  I  sleep  in  the  dust ;  and  thou  shalt  seek  me 
in  the  morning,  but  I  shall  not  be. 

YIII.  Then  answered  Bildad  the  Shuhite,  and  said, 

HoAV  long  wilt  thou  speak  these  thiiigs?  and  hoiv 
long  shall  the  words  of  thy  mouth  be  like  a  strong 
wind?  ^  Doth  God  pervert  judgment?  or  doth 
the  Almighty  pervert  justice?  "  If  thy  children 
have  sinned  against  him,  and  he  have  cast  them 
away  *for  their  transgression  ;^  ^  if  thou  Lt/^/n^tlf 
wouldest  seek  unto  God  betimes,  and  make  thy 
supplication  to  the  Almighty;  ^ if  thou  icert  pure 
and  upright ;  surely  now  he  would  awake  for 
thee,  and  make  the  habitation  of  thy  righteousness 
prosperous.     ^  Though  thy  beginning  was  small, 
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yet  thy  latter  end  should  greatly  increase.  ^For 
enquire,  I  pray  thee,  of  the  former  age,  and  pre- 
pare thyself  to  the  search  of  their  fathers:  ^(for 
we  are  but  of  yesterday,  and  know  *  nothing,  Heb,  not. 
because  our  days  upon  earth  ai^e  a  shadow :)  '°  shall 
not  they  teach  thee,  and  tell  thee,  and  utter  words 
out  of  their  heart  ? 

' '  Can  the  rush  grow  up  without  mire  ?  can  the  flag 
grow  without  water  ?  '"  whilst  it  is  yet  in  his 
greenness,  and  not  cut  down,  it  withereth  before 
any  other  herb.  '^So  ai^e  the  paths  of  all  that 
forget  God ;  and  the  hypocrite's  hope  shall  perish : 
'Svhose  hope  shall  be  cut  off,  and  whose  trust 
shall  be  *a  spider's  web.  ''He  shall  lean  ^^''Cclf'''^' 
upon  his  house,  but  it  shall  not  stand :  he  shall 
hold  it  fast,  but  it  shall  not  endure.  '^He  is  green 
before  the  sun,  and  his  branch  shooteth  forth  in 
his  garden.  '^His  roots  are  wrapped  about  the 
heap,  and  seeth  the  place  of  stones.  ''^If  he  de- 
stroy him  from  his  place,  then  it  shall  deny  him, 
saying^  I  have  not  seen  thee.  '^Behold,  this  is 
the  joy  of  his  way,  and  out  of  the  earth  shall 
others  grow. 

*°  Behold,  God  will  not  cast  away  a  perfect  man^  nei- 
ther will  he  *help  the  evil  doers:  "till  f/,5:, S;'L' w! 
he  fill  thy  mouth  with  laughing,  and  thy  lips  with 
^rejoicing.  "They  that  hate  thee  shall  ^^^J:;;"^^ 
be  clothed  with  shame ;  and  the  dwelling  place  of 
the  wicked  *  shall  come  to  nought.  Reh.shaiinotie. 

IX.  Then  Job  answered  and  said, 

^  I  know  it  is  so  of  a  truth :  but  how  should  man  be 
just  *with  God?  ^  If  he  will  contend  ov, before  God. 
with  him,  he  cannot  answer  him  one  of  a  thousand. 
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''  He  is  wise  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  strength :  who 
hath  hardened  himself  against  him,  and  hath  pros- 
pered? ^  Which  removeth  the  mountains,  and  they 
know  not :  which  overturneth  them  in  his  anger. 
^  Which  shaketh  the  earth  out  of  her  place,  and 
the  pillars  thereof  tremble.  ^  Which  commandeth 
the  sun,  and  it  riseth  not:  and  sealeth  up  the 
stars.  ^  Which  alone  spreadeth  out  the  heavens, 
and  treadeth  upon  the  *  waves  of  the  sea.  B.eh.heights. 
'Which  maketh  *Arcturus,  Orion,  and  °t;/S'«S'r^' 
Pleiades,  and  the  chambers  of  the  south.  '"^  Which 
doeth  great  things  past  finding  out ;  yea,  and  won- 
ders without  number. 
"  Lo,  he  goeth  by  me,  and  I  see  him  not:  he  passeth 
on  also,  but  I  perceive  him  not.  ''  Behold,  he 
taketh  away,  *who  can  hinder  him?  ^'^iil'l'a;/"''" 
who  will  say  unto  him.  What  doest  thou?  '^ If 
God  will  not  withdraw  his  anger,  the  *  proud 
helpers  do  stoop  under  him.  '^How  ^^^■or%7enffh'''^'' 
much  less  shall  I  answer  him,  and  choose  out  my 
words  to  reason  with  him?  '^whom,  though  I  were 
righteous,  yet  would  I  not  answer,  hut  I  would 
make  supplication  to  my  judge.  '^If  I  had  called, 
and  he  had  answered  me ;  yet  would  I  not  believe 
that  he  had  hearkened  unto  my  voice.  '^  For 
he  breaketh  me  with  a  tempest,  and  multiplieth 
my  wounds  without  cause.  '^  He  will  not  suffer 
me  to  take  my  breath,  but  filleth  me  with  bitter- 
ness. ''If/  speak  of  strength,  lo,  he  is  strong: 
and  if  of  judgment,  who  shall  set  me  a  time  to 
plead  ?  ^°1H  justify  myself,  mine  own  mouth  shall 
condemn  me :  if  I  say^  I  am  perfect,  it  shall  also 
prove  me  perverse.  "'  Though  I  were  perfect,  yet 
would  I  not  know  my  soul :  I  would  despise  my 
life. 
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"  This  is  one  tJiiJig^  therefore  I  said  zY,  He  destroyeth 
the  perfect  and  the  wicked.  "'^  If  the  scourge  slay 
suddenly,  he  will  laugh  at  the  trial  of  the  innocent. 
^*  The  earth  is  given  mto  the  hand  of  the  wicked : 
he  covereth  the  faces  of  the  judges  thereof;  if  not, 
where,  and  who  is  he  ? 

'^  Now  my  days  are  swifter  than  a  post:  they  flee 
away,  they  see  no  good.  ^^  They  are  passed  away 
as  the  *  swift  ships:  as  the  eagle  that  EtshfpTo/Eilt"' 
hasteth  to  the  prey.  ^'^  If  I  say,  I  will  forget  my 
complaint,  I  will  leave  ofi*  my  heaviness,  and 
comfort  myself:  ^^  I  am  afraid  of  all  my  sorrows, 
I  know  that  thou  wilt  not  hold  me  innocent. 

^^Ifl  be  wicked,  why  then  labour  I  in  vain?  ^°  If  I 
wash  myself  with  snow  water,  and  make  my.  hands 
never  so  clean ;  ^'  yet  shalt  thou  plunge  me  in  the 
ditch,  and  mine  own  clothes  shall  *  abhor  ^I'eMoVrfd!" 
me.  ^^  For  he  is  not  a  man,  as  I  am,  that  I  should 
answer  him,  a7id  we  should  come  together  in  judg- 
ment. "  Neither  is  there  *any  *days-  S;«;"oi?t5?;^if 
man  betwixt  us,  that  might  lay  his  hand  upon  us 
both.  ^^  Let  him  take  his  rod  away  from  me,  and 
let  not  his  fear  terrify  me :  "'  then  would  I  speak, 
and  not  fear  him;  *but  it  is  not  so  ^ro^S^lS/' 
with  me. 

X.  My  soul  is  *  weary  of  my  life;  I  will  leave  2m/?zJ£ 
my  complaint  upon  myself;  I  will  speak  in  the 
bitterness  of  my  soul.  '  I  will  say  unto  God,  Do 
not  condemn  me;  shew  me  wherefore  thou  con- 
tendest  with  me.  "Is  it  good  unto  thee  that  thou 
shouldest  oppress,  that  thou  shouldest  despise  *the 
work  of  thine  hands,  and  shine  upon  the  ^%t'tl7Jf 
counsel  of  the  wicked  ?  ^  Hast  thou  eyes  of  flesh  ? 
or  seest  thou  as  man  seeth?  ^-4r^  thy  days  as  the 
days  of  man  ?   are  thy  years  as  man's  days,    ^  that 
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thou  enquirest  after  mine  iniquity,  and  searchest 
after  my  sin? 

'  *  Thou  knowest  that  I  am  not  wicked ;  and  ^nyicmwiefgT! 
there  is  none  that  can  deliver  out  of  thine  hand. 
^  Thine  hands  *have  made  me  and  fash-  ^twt^?'"' 
ioned  me  together  round  about ;  yet  thou  dost 
destroy  me.  ^Kemember,  I  beseech  thee,  that  thou 
hast  made  me  as  the  clay;  and  wilt  thou  brino- 
me  into  dust  again  ?  '°  Hast  thou  not  poured  me 
out  as  milk,  and  curdled  me  like  cheese?  "  Thou 
hast  clothed  me  with  skin  and  flesh,  and  hast 
*  fenced  me  with  bones  and  sinews.  '"  Thou  -Keb.hedged. 
hast  granted  me  life  and  favour,  and  thy  visitation 
hath  preserved  my  spirit. 

'^And  these  things  hast  thou  hid  in  thine  heart:  I 
know  that  this  is  with  thee.  '"^  If  I  sin,  then  thou 
markest  me,  and  thou  wilt  not  acquit  me  from 
mine  iniquity.  '^  If  I  be  wicked,  woe  unto  me; 
and  if  I  be  righteous,  yet  will  I  not  lift  up  my 
head.  /  am  full  of  confusion ;  therefore  see  thou 
mine  affliction ;    '^  for  it  increaseth. 

Thou  huntest  me  as  a  fierce  lion:  and  again  thou 
shewest  thyself  marvellous  upon  me.  '^  Thou  re- 
newest  *thy  witnesses  against  me,  and  in-  ^^?«^^;f^ 
creasest  thine  indignation  upon  me;  changes  and 
war  are  agamst  me. 

'^Wherefore  then  hast  thou  brought  me  forth  out  of 
the  womb  ?  Oh  that  I  had  given  up  the  ghost, 
and  no  eye  had  seen  me !  '^I  should  have  been  as 
though  I  had  not  been ;  I  should  have  been  carried 
from  the  womb  to  the  grave. 

'^" Are  not  my  days  few?  cease  then^  and  let  me  alone, 
that  I  may  take  comfort  a  httle,  "'before  I  go 
whe7ice  I  shall  not  return,  even  to  the  land  of 
darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death;   "a  land  of 
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darkness,  as  darkness  itself ;  and  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  without  any  order,  and  ivhere  the  light 
is  as  darkness. 

XL  Then  answered  Zophar  the  Naamathite,  and  said, 

^Should  not  the  multitude  of  words  be  answered? 
and  should  *a  man  full  of  talk  be  justified?  ^f/upT" 
^Should  thy  *lies  make  men  hold  their  ov, devices. 
peace  ?  and  when  thou  mockest,  shall  no  man  make 
thee  ashamed  ?  "^  For  thou  hast  said.  My  doctrine 
is  pure,  and  I  am  clean  in  thine  eyes.  ^  But  oh 
that  God  would  speak,  and  open  his  lips  against 
thee;  ^and  that  he  would  shew  thee  the  secrets 
of  wisdom,  that  they  are  double  to  that  which  is ! 
Know  therefore  that  God  exacteth  of  thee  less  than 
thine  iniquity  deserveth, 

^  Canst  thou  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  canst  thou 
find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection?  ^It  is 
*as  high  as  heaven;  what  canst  thou  do?  ^'^Itit^'' 
deeper  than  hell :  what  canst  thou  know  ?  ^  The 
measure  thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and 
broader  than  the  sea. 

'"  If  he  *cut  off,  and  shut  up,  or  gather  together,  a^a^gf. 
then  *who  can  hinder  him?  "  For  he  ^'\ilK^:;'r' 
knoweth  vain  men :  he  seeth  wickedness  also ;  will 
he  not  then  consider  it?  "For  *vain  man  B.eh. empty. 
would  be  wise,  though  man  be  born  like  a  wild 
ass's  colt. 

'^  If  thou  prepare  thine  heart,  and  stretch  out  thine 
hands  toward  him ;  '*  if  iniquity  he  in  thine  hand, 
put  it  far  away,  and  let  not  wickedness  dwell  in 
thy  tabernacles.  ''  For  then  shalt  thou  lift  up  thy 
face  without  spot ;  yea,  thou  shalt  be  stedfast, 
and  shalt  not  fear :  "  because  thou  shalt  forget  thy 
misery,  and  remember  it  as  waters  that  pass  away : 
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''and  thine  age  *  shall  be  clearer  than  ^'^he'llL'^l^ly!'"'''" 
the  noonday;  thou  shalt  shine  forth,  thou  shalt 
be  as  the  morning.  '^And  thou  shalt  be  secure, 
because  there  is  hope;  yea,  thou  shalt  dig  about 
thee^  and  thou  shalt  take  thy  rest  in  safety.  '^Also 
thou  shalt  lie  down,  and  none  shall  make  thee 
afraid;  yea,  many  shall  *make  suit  unto  ^^tyj^f^^ 
thee.  ^°  But  the  eyes  of  the  wicked  shall  fail,  and 
*they  shall  not  escape,  and  their  hope  ^^J^-Sf.tf 
shall  be  as  *the  giving  up  of  the  ghost,  or,  a  puff  of  breath. 

XII.  And  Job  answered  and  said, 

^  No  doubt  but  ye  are  the  people,  and  wisdom  shall 
die  with  you !  ^  But  I  have  *  understand-  ^^h.  an  heart. 
ing  as  well  as  you;  *I  am  not  inferior  ^oie/£nylu. 
to  you:  yea,  *who  knoweth  not  such  ^^oV^^J^afS.'? 
things  as  these  ?  ^  I  am  as  one  mocked  of  his 
neighbour,  who  calleth  upon  God,  and  he  an- 
swereth  him  :  the  just  upright  man  is  laughed 
to  scorn.  '"  He  that  is  ready  to  slip  with  his  feet 
is  as  a  lamp  despised  in  the  thought  of  him  that 
is  at  ease. 

^  The  tabernacles  of  robbers  prosper,  and  they  that 
provoke  God  are  secure;  into  whose  hand  God 
bringeth  abundantly.  ^  But  ask  now  the  beasts, 
and  they  shall  teach  thee;  and  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  they  shall  tell  thee:  ^or  speak  to  the 
earth,  and  it  shall  teach  thee:  and  the  fishes  of 
the  sea  shall  declare  unto  thee.  ^  Who  knoweth 
not  in  all  these  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath 
wrought  this?  '°In  whose  hand  is  the  *soul  orjife. 
of  every  living  thing,  and  the  breath  of  *aU  ^'o>S"' 
mankind. 

"  Doth  not  the  ear  try  words?  and  the  *mouth  T3.eh. ^aute. 
taste  his  meat  ?    '"With  the  ancient  is  wisdom ;  and 

J.  3. 
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in  length  of  days  understanding.  '^*With  ^mgo!/. 
him  is  wisdom  and  strength,  he  hath  counsel  and 
understanding.  '^  Behold,  he  breaketh  down,  and 
it  cannot  be  built  again:  he  shutteth  *up  i^eh.upon. 
a  man,  and  there  can  be  no  opening.  '^  Behold, 
he  withholdeth  the  waters,  and  they  dry  up :  also 
he  sendeth  them  out,  and  they  overturn  the  earth. 

'^With  him  is  strength  and  wisdom:  the  deceived 
and  the  deceiver  are  his.  '^He  leadeth  counsellors 
away  spoiled,  and  maketh  the  judges  fools.  '^  He 
looseth  the  bond  of  kings,  and  girdeth  their  loins 
with  a  girdle.  '^  He  leadeth  princes  away  spoiled, 
and  overthroweth  the  mighty.  ""^  He  removeth 
away  *the  speech  of  the  trusty,  and  taketh  ^£faw%f 
away  the  understanding  of  the  aged.  ^'  He  poureth 
contempt  upon  princes,  and  *weakeneth  ^dielftl^ftrotg' 
the  strength  of  the  mighty.  "He  discovereth  deep 
things  out  of  darkness,  and  bringeth  out  to  light 
the  shadow  of  death.  ^^  He  increaseth  the  nations, 
and  destroyeth  them:  he  enlargeth  the  nations, 
and  *straiteneth  them  agaiii,  ''He  taketh  Heb..j.arf.//. 
away  the  heart  of  the  chief  of  the  people  of  the 
earth,  and  causeth  them  to  wander  in  a  wilderness 
where  there  is  no  way.  ^^  They  grope  in  the  dark 
without  light,  and  he  maketh  them  to  *  stagger 
like  a  drunken  man.  ^^h.n-ander. 

XIII.  Lo,  mine  eye  hath  seen  all  this.,  mine  ear  hath 
heard  and  understood  it.  ''What  ye  know,  the 
same  do  I  know  also :  I  am  not  inferior  unto  you. 

^  Surely  I  would  speak  to  the  Almighty,  and  I  desire 
to  reason  with  God.  ^  But  ye  are  forgers  of  lies, 
ye  are  all  physicians  of  no  value.  ^  0  that  ye 
would  altogether  hold  your  peace  1  and  it  should 
be  your  wisdom.  ^  Hear  now  my  reasoning,  and 
hearken  to  the  pleadings  of  my  lips.     ^  Will  ye 


Heb.  Se  silent 
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speak  wickedly  for  God?  and  talk  deceitfully  for 
him?  ^  Will  ye  accept  his  person  ?  Avill  ye  contend 
for  God?  ^Is  it  good  that  he  should  search  you 
out?  or  as  one  man  mocketh  another,  do  ye  so 
mock  him  ?  '°  He  will  surely  reprove  you,  if  ye  do 
secretly  accept  persons.  "  Shall  not  his  excellency 
make  you  afraid?  and  his  dread  fall  upon  you? 
'^Your  remembrances  are  like  unto  ashes,  your 
bodies  to  bodies  of  clay. 

'^*Hold  your  peace,  let  me  alone,  that  I  may  ^''), 

speak,  and  let  come  on  me  what  imll.  '^Wherefore 
do  I  take  my  flesh  in  my  teeth,  and  put  my  life  in 
mine  hand?  ''Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust 
in  him:  but  I  will  *  maintain  mine  own  ^o?ar.J«e!' 
ways  before  him.  '^He  also  shall  be  my  salvation: 
for  an  hypocrite  shall  not  come  before  him.  '^  Hear 
diligently  my  speech,  and  my  declaration  with 
your  ears.  '^Behold  now,  I  have  ordered  my  cause ; 
I  know  that  I  shall  be  justified.  ''Who  is  he  that 
will  plead  with  me?  for  now,  if  I  hold  my  tongue, 
I  shall  give  up  the  ghost. 

'"Only  do  not  two  things  unto  me:  then  will  I  not 
hide  myself  from  thee.  "'  Withdraw  thine  hand  far 
from  me :  and  let  not  thy  dread  make  me  afraid. 
"  Then  call  thou,  and  I  will  answer  :  or  let  me 
speak,  and  answer  thou  me.  '^  How  many  ar^  mine 
iniquities  and  sins?  make  me  to  know  my  trans- 
gression and  my  sin.  ''Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy 
face,  and  boldest  me  for  thine  enemy?  '^ Wilt  thou 
break  a  leaf  driven  to  and  fro  ?  and  wilt  thou  pur- 
sue the  dry  stubble?  'Tor  thou  writest  bitter 
things  against  me,  and  makest  me  to  possess  the 
iniquities  of  my  youth.  ''Thou  puttest  my  feet 
also  in  the  stocks,  and  *lookest  narrowly  ^eh.  obsewest. 
unto   all  my  paths;    thou  settest   a   print  upon 
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the  *  heels  of  my  feet.  '^And  he,  as  a  Tieh.  roots. 
rotten  thing,  consumeth,  as  a  garment  that  is 
moth  eaten. 

XIY.  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  *of  few  ^%f;:! 
days,  and  full  of  trouble.  '  He  cometh  forth  like  a 
flower,  and  is  cut  down :  he  fleeth  also  as  a  shadow, 
and  continueth  not.  ^And  dost  thou  open  thine 
eyes  upon  such  an  one,  and  bringest  me  into  judg- 
ment with  thee?  ^*Who  can  bring  a  clean  ^tu'givJ7 
thing  out  of  an  unclean?  not  one.  ^Seeing  his 
days  ar^  determined,  the  number  of  his  months 
are  with  thee,  thou  hast  appointed  his  bounds 
that  he  cannot  pass;  Hurn  from  him,  that  he  may 
*rest,  till  he  shall  accomplish,  as  an  hireling,  seb.  cease. 
his  day. 

^For  there  is  hope  of  a  tree,  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it 
will  sprout  again,  and  that  the  tender  branch 
thereof  will  not  cease.  ^  Though  the  root  thereof 
wax  old  in  the  earth,  and  the  stock  thereof  die 
in  the  ground ;  ^  yet  through  the  scent  of  water  it 
will  bud,  and  bring  forth  boughs  like  a  plant.  '°But 
man  dieth,  and  *wasteth  away :  yea,  man  ^'^r!r"5""^' 
giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he?  '^As  the 
waters  fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood  decayeth 
and  drieth  up :  '"  so  man  lieth  down,  and  riseth 
not:  till  the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  shall  not 
awake,  nor  be  raised  out  of  their  sleep. 

'^  Oh  that  thou  wouldest  hide  me  in  the  grave,  that  thou 
wouldest  keep  me  secret,  until  thy  wrath  be  past, 
that  thou  wouldest  appoint  me  a  set  time,  and  re- 
member me !  '''  If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again  ? 
all  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till 
my  change  come.  '^  Thou  shalt  call,  and  I  will 
answer  thee :  thou  wilt  have  a  desire  to  the  work 
of  thine  hands.     '^For  now  thou  numberest  my 
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steps:  dost  thou  not  watch  over  my  sin?  '^  My 
transgression  is  sealed  up  in  a  bag,  and  thou 
sewest  up  mine  iniquity. 
'^And  surely  the  mountain  falling  *cometh  to  Jieh./adeth. 
nought,  and  the  rock  is  removed  out  of  his  place. 
'^  The  waters  wear  the  stones :  thou  *  washest  ^}tzr 
away  the  things  which  grow  out  of  the  dust  of 
the  earth;  and  thou  destroyest  the  hope  of  man. 
^°  Thou  prevailest  for  ever  against  him,  and  he 
passeth :  thou  changest  his  countenance,  and  send- 
est  him  away.  '''His  sons  come  to  honour,  and 
he  knoweth  it  not ;  and  they  are  brought  low, 
but  he  perceiveth  it  not  of  them.  "But  his  flesh 
upon  him  shall  have  pain,  and  his  soul  within 
him  shall  mourn. 

XY.  Then  answered  Eliphaz  the  Temanite,  and  said, 

'Should  a  T\dse  man  utter  *vain  knowledge,  ^'\fZ!f^' 
and  fill  his  belly  with  the  east  wind  ?  ^  Should  he 
reason  with  unprofitable  talk  ?  or  with  speeches 
wherewith  he  can  do  no  good?  ^  Yea,  *thou  .^ate'stlltd. 
castest  oiF  fear,  and  restrainest  *  prayer  be-  ov,  speech. 
fore  God.  ^  For  thy  mouth  *  uttereth  thine  Heb.  teaehetn. 
iniquity,  and  thou  choosest  the  tongue  of  the  crafty. 
^ Thine  own  mouth  condemneth  thee,  and  not  I: 
yea,  thine  own  lips  testify  against  thee. 

'Art  thou  the  first  man  that  was  born?  or  wast  thou 
made  before  the  hills  ?  ^  Hast  thou  heard  the  secret 
of  God  ?  and  dost  thou  restrain  wisdom  to  thyself? 
^  What  knowest  thou,  that  we  know  not  ?  ichat 
understandest  thou,  which  is  not  in  us?  '"With  us 
are  both  the  grayheaded  and  very  aged  men,  much 
elder  than  thy  father.  ^' Are  the  consolations  of 
God  small  with  thee?  is  there  any  secret  thing 
with  thee? 
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'"Why  dotli  tliine  heart  carry  thee  away?  and  what 
do  thy  eyes  wink  at,  'Hhat  thou  turnest  thy  spirit 
against  God,  and  lettest  such  words  go  out  of  thy 
mouth?  '"^What  is  man,  that  he  should  be  clean? 
and  he  which  is  born  of  a  woman,  that  he  should 
be  righteous?  '^Behold,  he  putteth  no  trust  in  his 
saints ;  yea,  the  heavens  are  not  clean  in  his  sight. 
'^How  much  more  abominable  and  filthy  is  man, 
which  drink eth  iniquity  like  water? 

V^  I  will  shew  thee,  hear  me ;  and  that  which  I  have 
seen  I  will  declare;  'Svhich  wise  men  have  told 
from  their  fathers,  and  have  not  hid  it:  '^unto 
whom  alone  the  earth  was  given,  and  no  stranger 
passed  among  them. 

''"The  wicked  man  travaileth  with  pain  all  his  days, 
and  the  number  of  years  is  hidden  to  the  oppressor. 
"  *  A  dreadful  sound  is  in  his  ears :  in  pros-  ^^^ffeZT^ 
perity  the  destroyer  shall  come  upon  him.  "  He 
believeth  not  that  he  shall  return  out  of  darkness, 
and  he  is  waited  for  of  the  sword.  '^  He  wander- 
eth  abroad  for  bread,  saying^  Where  is  it?  he 
knoweth  that  the  day  of  darkness  is  ready  at  his 
hand.  ^^  Trouble  and  anguish  shall  make  him 
afraid  ;  they  shall  prevail  against  him,  as  a 
king  ready  to  the  battle.  ""For  he  stretcheth  out 
his  hand  against  God,  and  strengtheneth  himself 
against  the  Almighty.  '^He  runneth  upon  him, 
even  on  his  neck,  upon  the  thick  bosses  of  his 
bucklers :  ""^  because  he  covereth  his  face  with  his 
fatness,  and  maketh  collops  of  fat  on  his  flanks. 
""^  And  he  dwelleth  in  desolate  cities,  and  in  houses 
which  no  man  inhabiteth,  which  are  ready  to  be- 
come heaps.  '^He  shall  not  be  rich,  neither  shall 
his  substance  continue,  neither  shall  he  prolong 
the  perfection  thereof  upon  the  earth.     ^°He  shall 
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not  depart  out  of  darkness  ;  the  flame  shall  dry 
up  his  branches,  and  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth 
shall  he  go  away. 
"Let  not  him  that  is  deceived  trust  in  vanity:  for 
vanity  shall  be  his  recompence.  ^'  It  shall  be 
*  accomplished  before  his  time,  and  his  ov,  cut  off. 
branch  shall  not  be  green.  '^"  He  shall  shake  off 
his  unripe  grape  as  the  vine,  and  shall  cast  off  his 
flower  as  the  olive.  ^'^For  the  cono-reo-ation  of 
hypocrites  shall  he  desolate,  and  fire  shall  consume 
the  tabernacles  of  bribery.  '"'"  They  conceive  mis- 
chief, and  bring  forth  *  vanity,  and  their  or,  bdquuy. 
belly  prepareth  deceit. 

XYI.  Then  Job  answered  and  said, 

'I  have  heard  many  such  things:  *  miserable  ov,troxMesome. 
comforters  are  ye  all.  ^  Shall  *vain  words  ^"^^^ 
have  an  end?  or  what  emboldeneth  thee  that  thou 
answerest  ?  "^  I  also  could  speak  as  ye  do  :  if  your 
soul  were  in  my  soul's  stead,  I  could  heap  up 
words  against  you,  and  shake  mine  head  at  you. 
^  But  I  would  strengthen  you  with  my  mouth,  and 
the  mo\^ng  of  my  lips  should  asswage  your  grief, 

^  Though  I  speak,  my  s^rief  is  not  asswaged  :  and 
though  I  forbear,  *what  am  I  eased?  ^^j^:'Sf'^ 
'  But  now  he  hath  made  me  weary :  thou  hast  made 
desolate  all  my  company.  ^  And  thou  hast  filled 
me  with  wrinkles,  which  is  a  witness  against  me : 
and  my  leanness  rising  up  in  me  beareth  witness 
to  my  face.  ^  He  teareth  me  in  his  wrath,  who 
hateth  me :  he  gnasheth  upon  me  with  his  teeth ; 
mine  enemy  sharpeneth  his  eyes  upon  me.  '"They 
have  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouth ;  they  have 
smitten  me  upon  the  cheek  reproachfully  ;  they 
have   gathered   themselves   together  against  me. 
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"God  *hath  delivered  me  to  the  ungodly,  ^^^l^'lpf"'^ 
and  turned  me  over  into  the  hands  of  the  wicked. 
'"I  was  at  ease,  but  he  hath  broken  me  asunder: 
he  hath  also  taken  me  by  my  neck,  and  shaken 
me  to  pieces,  and  set  me  up  for  his  mark.  '^His 
archers  compass  me  round  about,  he  cleaveth  my 
reins  asunder,  and  doth  not  spare ;  he  poureth  out 
my  gall  upon  the  ground.  ''^He  breaketh  me  with 
breach  upon  breach,  he  runneth  upon  me  like 
a  giant. 

'^I  have  sewed  sackcloth  upon  my  skin,  and  defiled  my 
horn  in  the  dust.  '^My  face  is  foul  Avdth  weeping, 
and  on  my  eyelids  is  the  shadow  of  death;  '^not 
for  any  injustice  in  mine  hands:  also  my  prayer 
is  pure. 

'^0  earth,  cover  not  thou  my  blood,  and  let  my  cry 
have  no  place.  '^Also  now,  behold,  my  witness  is 
in  heaven,  and  my  record  is  *  on  high.  fighpilcef. 

'°  My  friends  *  scorn  me :  but  mine  eye  poureth  ^tc-orZls"!^ 
out  tears  unto  God.  ^'  0  that  one  might  plead  for 
a  man  with  God,  as  a  man  pleadeth  for  his  *  neigh- 
bour! "When  *a  few  years  are  come,  ^eaflo/Lmitf!'' 
then  I  shall  go  the  way  whence  I  shall  not  return. 
XYII.  My  *  breath  is  corrupt,  my  days  are  ^«\^Sf 
extinct,  the  graves  ai^e  ready  for  me. 

"" Are  there  not  mockers  with  me?  and  doth  not  mine 
eye  *  continue  in  their  provocation  ?  ^  Lay  Heb.  lodge. 
down  now,  put  me  in  a  surety  with  thee ;  who  is 
he  that  will  strike  hands  with  me?  "^For  thou 
hast  hid  their  heart  from  understanding :  therefore 
shalt  thou  not  exalt  them, 

'  He  that  speaketh  flattery  to  his  friends,  even  the 
eyes  of  his  children  shall  fail. 

^  He  hath  made  me  also  a  byword  of  the  people  ; 
and  *  aforetime  I  was  as  a  tabret.     ^  Mine  °'£!'' 
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eye  also  is  dim  by  reason  of  sorrow,  and  all 
*my  members  are  as  a  shadow.  ^Upright  thoughl. 
men  shall  be  astonied  at  this,  and  the  innocent 
shall  stir  up  himself  against  the  hypocrite.  ^  The 
righteous  also  shall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he 
that  hath  clean  hands  *  shall  be  stronger  ^^^/^'S"'^'^ 
and  stronger.  '°But  as  for  you  all,  do  ye  return, 
and  come  now  :  for  I  cannot  find  one  wise  man 
among  you. 
''  My  days  are  past,  my  purposes  are  broken  off,  even 
*the  thoughts  of  my  heart.  ""  They  change  ^t*.S«r" 
the  night  into  day:  the  light  is  *  short  Heb.  «ea»-. 
because  of  darkness.  '^  If  I  wait,  the  grave  is 
mine  house :  I  have  made  my  bed  in  the  darkness. 
'"^I  have  *said  to  corruption.  Thou  artvay  ^r^cauel' 
father:  to  the  worm.  Thou  art  my  mother,  and 
my  sister.  ''And  where  is  now  my  hope?  as  for 
my  hope,  who  shall  see  it  ?  '^  They  shall  go  down 
to  the  bars  of  the  pit,  when  our  rest  together  is  in 
the  dust. 

XYIII.    Then   answered   Bildad  the    Shuhite,  and 
said, 

'  How  long  icill  it  he  ere  ye  make  an  end  of  words  ? 
mark,  and  afterwards  we  will  speak.  ^Wherefore 
are  we  counted  as  beasts,  and  reputed  vile  in  your 
sight  ?  ■*  He  teareth  *  himself  in  his  anger :  ^tui' 
shall  the  earth  be  forsaken  for  thee?  and  shall  the 
rock  be  removed  out  of  his  place  ? 

"  Yea,  the  light  of  the  wicked  shall  be  put  out,  and 
the  spark  of  his  fire  shall  not  shine.  ^  The  light 
shall  be  dark  in  his  tabernacle,  and  his  *  candle 
shall  be  put  out  with  him.  ^  The  steps  of  or,  lamp. 
his  strength  shall  be  straitened,  and  his  own  coun- 
sel shall  cast  him  down.      ^For  he  is  cast  into  a 


26  JOB,     XIX. 

net  by  his  own  feet,  and  lie  walketh  upon  a  snare. 
^  The  gin  shall  take  him  by  the  heel,  and  the 
robber  shall  prevail  against  him.  '°  The  snare  is 
*laid  for  him  in  the  ground,  and  a  trap  for  ^^h.  hidden. 
him  in  the  way.  "  Terrors  shall  make  him  afraid 
on  every  side,  and  shall  *  drive  him  to  his  ^^\ ',«""'*' 
feet.  ''  His  strength  shall  be  hungerbitten,  and 
destruction  shall  he  ready  at  his  side.  '^  It  shall 
devour  the  *  strength  of  his  skin :  even  the  seb.  lar,. 
firstborn  of  death  shall  devour  his  strens^th.  '^  His 
confidence  shall  be  rooted  out  of  his  tabernacle, 
and  it  shall  bring  him  to  the  king  of  terrors,  '^t 
shall  dwell  in  his  tabernacle,  because  it  is  none  of 
his:  brimstone  shall  be  scattered  upon  his  habi- 
tation. '^  His  roots  shall  be  dried  up  beneath,  and 
above  shall  his  branch  be  cut  off.  '^His  remem- 
brance shall  perish  from  the  earth,  and  he  shall 
have  no  name  in  the  street.  ''*He  shall  ""Iw^'lif"'' 
be  driven  from  light  into  darkness,  and  chased  out 
of  the  world.  '^  He  shall  neither  have  son  nor 
nephew  among  his  people,  nor  any  remaining  in 
his  dwellings.  '°  They  that  come  after  him  shall 
be  astonied  at  his  day,  as  they  that  *went  ^r,  zuerf  «t/A 
before  *were  affrighted.  ''  Surely  such  are  ^tl^^iol^' 
the  dwellings  of  the  wicked,  and  this  is  the  place 
of  him  that  knoweth  not  God. 

XIX.  Then  Job  answered  and  said, 

'  How  long  will  ye  vex  my  soul,  and  break  me  in 
pieces  with  words  ?  ^  These  ten  times  have  ye 
reproached  me :  ye  are  not  ashamed  that  ye  *make 
yourselves  strange  to  me.  'And  be  it  ^Jl'JZtaLTme. 
indeed  that  I  have  erred,  mine  error  remaineth 
with  myself.  ^  If  indeed  ye  will  magnify  yourselves 
against  me,  and  plead  against  me  my  reproach: 
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^know  now  that  God  hath  overthrown  me,  and 
hath  compassed  me  with  his  net. 

Behold,  I  cry  out  of  *^vrong,  but  I  am  not  or,  violence. 
heard:  I  cry  aloud,  but  there  is  no  judgment. 
^He  hath  fenced  up  my  way  that  I  cannot  pass, 
and  he  hath  set  darkness  in  my  paths.  ^  He  hath 
stripped  me  of  my  glory,  and  taken  the  crown 
fro7n  my  head.  '"  He  hath  destroyed  me  on  every 
side,  and  I  am  gone:  and  mine  hope  hath  he 
removed  like  a  tree.  "  He  hath  also  kindled  his 
wrath  against  me,  and  he  counteth  me  unto  him 
as  07ie  of  his  enemies.  ''  His  troops  come  together, 
and  raise  up  their  way  against  me,  and  encamp 
round  about  my  tabernacle.  '^  He  hath  put  my 
brethren  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquaintance  are 
verily  estranged  from  me.  ^^  My  kinsfolks  have 
failed,  and  my  familiar  friends  have  forgotten  me. 
'^  They  that  dwell  in  mine  house,  and  my  maids, 
count  me  for  a  stranger:  I  am  an  alien  in  their 
sight.  '^  I  called  my  servant,  and  he  gave  me  no 
answer;  I  intreated  him  with  my  mouth.  '^  My 
breath  is  strange  to  my  mfe,  though  I  intreated 
for  the  children's  sake  of  *mine  own  body,  ^i^ii^^ 
'^  Yea,  *  young  children  despised  me;  I  arose,  Nickel 
and  they  spake  against  me.  '^All  *my  ^finJ^sec7eT 
inward  friends  abhorred  me:  and  they  whom  I 
loved  are  turned  against  me.  '°  My  bone  cleaveth 
to  my  skin  *and  to  my  flesh,  and  I  am  escaped  or,as. 
with  the  skin  of  my  teeth. 

"  Have  pity  upon  me,  have  pity  upon  me,  0  ye  my 
friends;  for  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me. 
"AYhy  do  ye  persecute  me  as  God,  and  are  not 
satisfied  with  my  flesh? 

'^  *0h  that  my  words  were  now  written!  oh  ^'^Z'^e:'" 
that  they  were  printed  in  a  book!    ""^that  they 
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were  graven  with  an  iron  pen  and  lead  in  the  rock 
for  ever ! 
""'For  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth: 
^^*and  though  after  my  skin  worms  l^StJttTt: 
destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  ^±i!t::%l  "^ 
shall  I  see  God;  ''^whom  I  shall  see  for  myself, 
and  mine  eyes  shall  behold,  and  not  *  another; 

*  though  my  reins  be  consumed  SA\^:f  r;-eoS«'.7/S 

*Txri+l->i-n    mo  earnest  desire    Ffor  that  dayl. 

wiimn  me.  Heb.  iw  my  Wm. 

'^But  ye  should  say,  Why  persecute  we  him,  *  seeing 
the  root  of  the  matter  is  found  in  me?  2S^."t«;irL'? 
''^  Be  ye  afraid  of  the  sword :  for  wrath  hringeth  the 
punishments  of  the  sword,  that  ye  may  know  there 
is  a  judgment. 

XX.   Then  answered  Zophar  the  Naamathite,  and 
said, 

""  Therefore  do  my  thoughts  cause  me  to  answer,  and 
for  this  *I  make  haste.  'I  have  heard  the  ^ti7i?''' 
check  of  my  reproach,  and  the  spirit  of  my  under- 
standing causeth  me  to  answer. 

^  Knowest  thou  not  this  of  old,  since  man  was  placed 
upon  earth,  ^  that  the  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is 

*  short,  and  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  hut  ^t^a'?.'""' 
for  a  moment  ?  ^  Though  his  excellency  mount  up 
to  the  heavens,  and  his  head  reach  unto  the  *clouds ; 
''yet  he  shall  perish  for  ever  like  his  own  neh.cioud. 
dung :  they  which  have  seen  him  shall  say.  Where 
is  he  ?  ^  He  shall  fly  away  as  a  dream,  and  shall 
not  be  found :  yea,  he  shall  be  chased  away  as  a 
vision  of  the  night.  ^  The  eye  also  which  saw  him 
shall  see  him  no  more ;  neither  shall  his  place  any 
more  behold  him.  ^°*His  children  shall  ^r2l^Z£^. 
seek  to  please  the  poor,  and  his  hands  shall  restore 
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their  goods.     "  His  bones  are  full  of  the  sin  of  his 
youth,  which  shall  lie  down  with  him  in  the  dust. 

"Though  wickedness  be  sweet  in  his  mouth,  though 
he  hide  it  under  his  tongue ;  '^  though  he  spare  it, 
and  forsake  it  not;  but  keep  it  still  *  within  his 
mouth:  ^'' yet  his  meat  in  his  bowels  is  ^^^fM,fai!!tf'* 
turned,  it  is  the  gall  of  asps  within  him.  '^  He 
hath  swallowed  down  riches,  and  he  shall  vomit 
them  up  again:  God  shall  cast  them  out  of  his 
belly. 

'^  He  shall  suck  the  poison  of  asps:  the  viper's  tongue 
shall  slay  him.  '^  He  shall  not  see  the  rivers,  *the 
floods,  the  brooks  of  honey  and  butter.  ^''ilZt7!''^ 
'^  That  which  he  laboured  for  shall  he  restore,  and 
shall  not  swallow  it  down:  *  according  Heb.  accorded  to 
to  his  substance  shall  the  restitution  he^  eLZvgT'^ " 
and  he  shall  not  rejoice  therein,  '^Because  he  hath 
*  oppressed  and  hath  forsaken  the  poor;  Heb.  ci-ws^ed. 
because  he  hath  violently  taken  away  an  house 
which  he  builded  not;  ^° surely  he  shall  not  *feel 
quietness  in  his  belly,  he  shall  not  save  of  Heb.  icnoxc. 
that  which  he  desired.  "  *  There  shall  "^^/J/^.tf/Ltr"' 
none  of  his  meat  be  left;  therefore  shall  no  man 
look  for  his  goods. 

"In  the  fulness  of  his  sufficiency  he  shall  be  in  straits : 
every  hand  of  the  *  wicked  shall  come  or,  troublesome. 
upon  him.  '^  When  he  is  about  to  fill  his  belly,  God 
shall  cast  the  fury  of  his  wrath  upon  him,  and  shall 
rain  it  upon  him  while  he  is  eating.  '^  He  shall  flee 
from  the  iron  weapon,  and  the  bow  of  steel  shall 
strike  him  through.  '^  It  is  drawn,  and  cometh  out 
of  the  body ;  yea,  the  glittering  sword  cometh  out 
of  his  gall:  terrors  are  upon  him.  '^AU  darkness 
shall  be  hid  in  his  secret  places :  a  fire  not  blown 
shall  consume  him;  it  shall  go  ill  with  him  that  is 
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left  in  his  tabernacle.  '^  The  heaven  shall  reveal 
his  iniquity;  and  the  earth  shall  rise  up  against 
him.  '^  The  increase  of  his  house  shall  depart,  and 
his  goods  shall  flow  away  in  the  day  of  his  wrath. 
*^  This  is  the  portion  of  a  wicked  man  from  God, 
and  the  heritage  *  appointed  unto  him  ^'^'i^tT'" 
by  God. 

XXI.  But  Job  answered  and  said, 

'  Hear  diligently  my  speech,  and  let  this  be  your  con- 
solations. ^  Suffer  me  that  I  may  speak ;  and  after 
that  I  have  spoken,  mock  on. 

''  As  for  me,  is  my  complaint  to  man  ?  and  if  it  ivere  so^ 
why  should  not  my  spirit  be  *  troubled?  -s.eb.  shortened. 
^*Mark  me,  and  be  astonished,  and  lay  your  ^unio^^e^ 
hand  upon  your  mouth.  ^  Even  when  I  remember 
I  am  afraid,  and  trembling  taketh  hold  on  my 
flesh. 

^Wherefore  do  the  wicked  live,  become  old,  yea,  are 
mighty  in  power?  ^  Their  seed  is  estabhshed  in 
their  sight  with  them,  and  their  offspring  before 
their  eyes.  ^  Their  houses  *are  safe  from  ^%Tfear'' 
fear,  neither  is  the  rod  of  God  upon  them.  '°  Their 
bull  gendereth,  and  faileth  not ;  their  cow  calveth, 
and  casteth  not  her  calf.  ''  They  send  forth  their 
little  ones  like  a  flock,  and  their  children  dance. 
''They  take  the  timbrel  and  harp,  and  rejoice  at 
the  sound  of  the  organ.  '^  They  spend  their  days 
*in  wealth,  and  in  a  moment  go  down  to  ov,  in  mirth. 
the  grave.  ""  Therefore  they  say  unto  God,  Depart 
from  us ;  for  we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy 
ways.  '^What  is  the  Almighty,  that  we  should 
serve  him?  and  what  profit  should  we  have,  if  we 
pray  unto  him? 

"Lo,  their  good  is  not  in  their  hand:   the  counsel 


JOB,     XXL  31 

of  the  wicked  is  far  from  me.  '"  How  oft  is  the 
'  candle  of  the  wicked  put  out  ?  and  how  oft  or,  lamp. 
Cometh  their  destruction  upon  them?  God  dis- 
tributeth  sorrows  in  his  anger.  '^  They  are  as 
stubble  before  the  wind,  and  as  chaff  that  the 
storm  *carrieth  away.  '^  God  layeth  up  ^^\^a^!^*^ 
*his  iniquity  for  his  children:  he  ^^^o/a?'4""^^'"^ 
rewardeth  him,  and  he  shall  know  it.  "'  His  eyes 
shall  see  his  destruction,  and  he  shall  drink  of  the 
wrath  of  the  Almighty.  ''  For  what  pleasure  hath 
he  in  his  house  after  him,  when  the  number  of  his 
months  is  cut  off  in  the  midst  ? 

"  Shall  any  teach  God  knowledge?  seeing  he  judgeth 
those  that  are  high. 

"'One  dieth  *in  his  full  streno^th,  being  ^eh.inusveryperfe.- 

^  1  •  21  TT*        Hon,  or,  in  the  strength 

wholly    at    ease    and  quiet.        His  o/ ms  perfection. 

*  breasts  are  full  of  milk,  and  his  bones  are  ^I'auf!" 
moistened  with  marrow.  "'And  another  dieth  in 
the  bitterness  of  his  soul,  and  never  eateth  with 
pleasure.  '^  They  shall  lie  down  alike  in  the  dust, 
and  the  worms  shall  cover  them. 

'^  Behold,  I  know  your  thoughts,  and  the  devices  ichich 
ye  wrongfully  imagine  against  me.  ^^  For  ye  say. 
Where  is  the  house  of  the  prince  ?  and  where  are 
*the  dweUing  places  of  the  wicked  ?  ''  Have  f/VXi7r. 
ye  not  asked  them  that  go  by  the  ^^j'^  ^'JlY^ ''' 
and  do  ye  not  know  their  tokens,  ^°that  the  wicked 
is  reserved  to  the  day  of  destruction?  they  shall 
be  brought  forth  to  *the  day  of  wrath.  ^,>'.S,1:'^ 
'''  Who  shall  declare  his  way  to  his  face?  and  who 
shall  repay  him  ichat  he  hath  done?  ^'Yet  shall 
he  be  brought  to  the  *  grave,  and  shall   Heb.^rare*. 

*  remain  in  the  tomb.  ''  The  clods  of  the  St;£;' 
valley  shall  be  sweet  unto  him,  and  every  man 
shall   draw  after  him,  as  there  are  innumerable 
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before  him.  ^*  How  then  comfort  ye  me  in  vain, 
seeing  in  your  answers  there  remaineth  *  false- 
hood? ^eh.  trans. 


gression. 


XXII.    Then  Eliphaz  the  Temanite  answered  and 
said, 

'  Can  a  man  be  profitable  unto  God,  *as  or,  i/  he  may  le  pro- 

,  .!<••  1  Oil      fitable,    doth    his    good 

he  that  is  wise  may  be  pron table  success  depend  thekon. 
unto  himself?  ^Is  it  any  pleasure  to  the  Almighty, 
that  thou  art  righteous?  or  is  it  gain  to  him^  that 
thou  makest  thy  ways  perfect  ?  "^  Will  he  reprove 
thee  for  fear  of  thee?  will  he  enter  with  thee  into 
judgment?  ^Is  not  thy  wickedness  great?  and 
thine  iniquities  infinite  ?  ^  For  thou  hast  taken  a 
pledge  from  thy  brother  for  nought,  and  *  stripped 
the  naked  of  their  clothing.  '  Thou  ^'^-  Ift/LtV.'^'''"' 
^  hast  not  given  water  to  the  weary  to  drink,  and 
thou  hast  withholden  bread  from  the  hungry. 
'  But  as  for  *the  mighty  man,  he  had  the  ^'«>;^r" 
earth;  and  the  *  honourable  man  dwelt  Heb.  eminent,  or, 

.  ,  Q  rpi  1  .  ,  •  1  accepted  for   conn- 

111  it.  ihou  hast  sent  widows  away  tenance. 
empty,  and  the  arms  of  the  fatherless  have  been 
broken.  '"  Therefore  snares  ar^  round  about  thee, 
and  sudden  fear  troubleth  thee;  "or  darkness, 
that  thou  canst  not  see ;  and  abundance  of  waters 
cover  thee. 
''Is  not  God  in  the  height  of  heaven?  and  behold 
*the  height  of  the  stars,  how  high  they  ^o/tke'^t^rf 
are!  '^And  thou  say  est,  *How  doth  God  or,wiiat. 
know  ?  can  he  judge  through  the  dark  cloud  ? 
''^  Thick  clouds  are  a  covering  to  him,  that  he 
seeth  not ;  and  he  walketh  in  the  circuit  of  heaven. 
'^  Hast  thou  marked  the  old  way  which  wicked 
men  have  trodden?  'Svhich  were  cut  down  out 
of  time,    *whose  foundation   was    ?;^;;£;^SE7' 
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overflown  with  a  flood:  '^  which  said  unto  God, 
Depart  from  us:  and  what  can  the  Almighty  do 
*for  them?  '^  Yet  he  filled  their  houses  ov,  to  them. 
with  good  thmgs :  but  the  counsel  of  the  wicked 
is  far  from  me.  '^  The  righteous  see  zV,  and  are 
glad  :  and  the  innocent  laugh  -them  to  scorn. 
^°  Whereas  our  *  substance  is  not  cut  down,  or,  estate. 
but  *the  remnant  of  them  the  fire  con-  ^^^eulnJ/' 
sumeth. 
""Acquaint  now  thyself  *with  him,  and  be  at  ^^^y^^;^^*'^ 
jDeace :  thereby  good  shall  come  unto  thee.  "  Re- 
ceive, I  pray  thee,  the  law  from  his  mouth,  and 
lay  up  his  words  in  thine  heart.  ""^  If  thou  return 
to  the  Almighty,  thou  shalt  be  built  up,  thou 
shalt  put  away  iniquity  far  from  thy  tabernacles. 
^'  Then  shalt  thou  lay  up  gold  *as  dust,  and  ^y^t'!"" 
the  gold  of  Ophir  as  the  stones  of  the  brooks. 
'''Yea,  the  Almighty  shall  be  thy  *  defence,  ov,goid. 
and  thou  shalt  have  *  plenty  of  silver,  ^'^{rflir^ 
*^For  then  shalt  thou  have  thy  delight  in  the 
Almighty,  and  shalt  lift  up  thy  face  unto  God. 
'^  Thou  shalt  make  thy  prayer  unto  him,  and  he 
shall  hear  thee,  and  thou  shalt  pay  thy  vows. 
'^Thou  shalt  also  decree  a  thing,  and  it  shall  be 
established  unto  thee:  and  the  light  shall  shine 
upon  thy  ways.  ''^When  men  are  cast  down,  then 
thou  shalt  say.  There  is  lifting  up;  and  he  shall 
save  *the  humble  person.  ^°*He  shall  Sz'r4',:f 
deliver  the  island  of  the  innocent:  ^^jiLVTSii"'' 
and  it  is  delivered  by  the  pureness  of  thine  hands. 

XXIII.  Then  Job  answered  and  said, 

*Even  to  day  is  my  complaint  bitter :  *my  stroke  ^^7 
is  heavier  than  my  groaning.  ^  Oh  that  I  knew 
where  I  might  find  him!    that  I  might  come  even 

J.  4. 
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to  his  seat !  "^  I  would  order  my  cause  before  him, 
and  fill  my  mouth  with  arguments.  ^  I  would 
know  the  words  which  he  would  answer  me,  and 
understand  what  he  would  say  unto  me.  ^  Will  he 
plead  against  me  with  his  great  power  ?  No ;  but 
he  would  put  strength  in  me.  ^  There  the  righteous 
might  dispute  with  him :  so  should  I  be  delivered 
for  ever  from  my  judge.  ^  Behold,  I  go  forward, 
but  he  is  not  there ;  and  backward,  but  I  cannot 
perceive  him:  ^on  the  left  hand,  where  he  doth 
work,  but  I  cannot  behold  him :  he  hideth  himself 
on  the  right  hand,  that  I  cannot  see  him.  '°  But 
he  knoweth  *the  way  that  I  take:  ivhe?i  ^''^^"^!^'^ 
he  hath  tried  me,  I  shall  come  forth  as  gold. 
''  My  foot  hath  held  his  steps ;  his  way  have 
I  kept,  and  not  declined.  '"  Neither  have  I  gone 
back  from  the  commandment  of  his  lips ;  *  I  have 
esteemed  the  words  of  his  mouth  more  ^^ovXuilp!^' 
than  *  my  necessary  food.  ^^'  '^Sr''^ 

'^  But  he  is  in  one  mind^  and  who  can  turn  him?  and 
what  his  soul  desireth,  even  that  he  doeth.  ^^  For 
he  performeth  the  thing  that  is  appointed  for  me : 
and  many  such  things  are  with  him.  '^  Therefore 
am  I  troubled  at  his  presence :  when  I  consider,  I 
am  afraid  of  him.  '^  For  God  maketh  my  heart 
soft,  and  the  Almighty  troubleth  me:  '^because 
I  was  not  cut  off  before  the  darkness,  neither  hath 
he  covered  the  darkness  of  my  face. 

XXIV.  Why,  seeing  times  are  not  hidden  from  the 
Almighty,  do  they  that  know  him  not  see  his 
days?  ^ Som.e  remove  the  landmarks;  they  vio- 
lently take  away  flocks,  and  *feed  titer eof.  ov,  feed  ihem. 
^  They  drive  away  the  ass  of  the  fatherless,  they 
take  the  widow's  ox  for  a  pledge.  '^  They  turn  the 
needy  out  of  the  way :   the  poor  of  the  earth  hide 
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themselves  together.  ^Behold,  as  wild  asses  in 
the  desert,  go  they  forth  to  their  work  ;  rising 
betimes  for  a  prey:  the  wilderness  yieldeth  food 
for  them,  and  for  their  children.  ^They  reap 
every  one  his  *corn  in  the  field:  and  ^^''0^7^7/4^^;'°'*"' 
*they  gather  the  vintage  of  the  wicked.  ,5,t2.'S?4l 
^They  cause  the  naked  to  lodge  without  clothing, 
that  they  have  no  covering  in  the  cold.  ^  They  are 
wet  with  the  showers  of  the  mountains,  and  em- 
brace the  rock  for  Avant  of  a  shelter. 

^  They  pluck  the  fatherless  from  the  breast,  and  take 
a  pledge  of  the  poor.  '°They  cause  him  to  go 
naked  without  clothing,  and  they  take  away  the 
sheaf /r6>?7z  the  hungry;  ''which  make  oil  within 
their  walls,  and  tread  their  winepresses,  and  suffer 
thirst.  ''Men  groan  from  out  of  the  city,  and  the 
soul  of  the  wounded  crieth  out:  yet  God  layeth 
not  folly  to  them, 

'^  They  are  of  those  that  rebel  against  the  light ;  they 
know  not  the  ways  thereof,  nor  abide  in  the  paths 
thereof.  '''  The  murderer  rising  with  the  light 
killeth  iho,  poor  and  needy,  and  in  the  night  is  as 
a  thief.  '^The  eye  also  of  the  adulterer  waiteth 
for  the  twilight,  saying,  No  eye  shall  see  me :  and 
*disguiseth  his  face.  ''In  the  dark  they  ^fLtlel^i^ 
dig  through  houses,  which  they  had  marked  for 
themselves  in  the  daytime  :  they  know  not  the 
light.  '^  For  the  morning  is  to  them  even  as  the 
shadow  of  death  :  if  one  know  them^  they  are  in 
the  terrors  of  the  shadow  of  death.  '^He  is  swift 
as  the  waters ;  their  portion  is  cursed  in  the  earth ; 
he  beholdeth  not  the  way  of  the  vineyards. 

'^Drought  and  heat  *  consume  the  snow  B.eh.  viountiytaice. 
waters :  so  doth  the  grave  those  which  have  sinned. 
'°The  womb  shall  forget  him;  the  worm  shall  feed 
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sweetly  on  him ;  he  shall  be  no  more  remembered ; 
and  wickedness  shall  be  broken  as  a  tree. 
"  He  evil  entreateth  the  barren  that  beareth  not :  and 
doeth  not  good  to  the  widow.  "He  draweth  also 
the  mighty  with  his  power:  he  riseth  up,  *and  no 
man  is  sure  of  life.  ''  Though  it  be  ^''^g  ownt/l'"" 
given  him  to  he  in  safety,  whereon  he  resteth ;  yet 
his  eyes  are  upon  their  ways.  ^^  They  are  exalted 
for  a  little  while,  but  *are  gone  and  brought  ^^'^^ 
low;  they  are  *  taken  out  of  the  way  as  ^eh.cUiedup. 
all  other ^  and  cut  off  as  the  tops  of  the  ears  of  corn. 
""^  And  if  it  he  not  5^?  now,  who  will  make  me  a  liar, 
and  make  my  speech  nothing  worth? 

XXY.  Then  answered  Bildad  the  Shuhite,  and  said, 

'Dominion  and  fear  are  with  him,  he  maketh  peace 
in  his  high  places.  ^Is  there  any  number  of  his 
armies?  and  upon  whom  doth  not  his  light  arise? 
*How  then  can  man  be  justified  with  God?  or 
bow  can  he  be  clean  that  is  born  of  a  woman? 
^Behold  even  to  the  moon,  and  it  shineth  not; 
yea,  the  stars  are  not  pure  in  his  sight.  ^How 
much  less  man,  that  is  a  worm?  and  the  son  of 
man,  which  is  a  worm? 

XXVI.  But  Job  answered  and  said, 

''How  hast  thou  helped  him  that  is  without  power? 
how  savest  thou  the  arm  that  hath  no  strength? 
^How  hast  thou  counselled  him  that  hath  no  wis- 
dom? and  how  hast  thou  plentifully  declared  the 
thing  as  it  is  ?  ^  To  whom  hast  thou  uttered 
words?  and  whose  spirit  came  from  thee? 

^Dead  things  are  formed  from  under  the  waters,  *and 
the  inhabitants  thereof.     'Hell  is  naked  ^^'JjlLS/"' 
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before  him,  and  destruction  hath  no  coverino-.  '  He 
stretcheth  out  the  north  over  the  empty  place,  and 
hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing.  ^  He  bindeth  up 
the  waters  in  his  thick  clouds  ;  and  the  cloud 
is  not  rent  under  them.  ^  He  holdeth  back  the 
face  of  his  throne,  and  spreadeth  his  cloud  upon 
it.  '°  He  hath  compassed  the  waters  mth  bounds, 
*  until  the  day  and  night  come  to  an  ^^'./'^SlVwf 
end.  "The  pillars  of  heaven  tremble  and  are 
astonished  at  his  reproof.  '"He  divideth  the  sea 
with  his  power,  and  by  his  understanding  he 
smiteth  through  *the  proud.  ''By  his  Heb./^ri^e. 
spirit  he  hath  garnished  the  heavens  :  his  hand 
hath  formed  the  crooked  serpent.  '^  Lo,  these 
are  parts  of  his  ways:  but  how  little  a  portion 
is  heard  of  him?  but  the  thunder  of  his  power 
who  can  understand? 


Heb.  added 


up. 


XXYII.  Moreover  Job  *  continued  his  para-  fofake 
ble,  and  said, 

''As  God  liveth,  wlio  hath  taken  away  my  judgment; 
and  the  Almighty,  who  hath  Vexed  my  ^:^,aTuer!' 
soul;  ^all  the  while  my  breath  is  in  me,  and  *the 
spirit  of  God  is  in  my  nostrils;  'my  ^^"' 3o?;«t7£"'"* 
lips  shall  not  speak  wickedness,  nor  my  tongue 
utter  deceit.  "God  forbid  that  I  should  justify 
you:  till  I  die  I  will  not  remove  mine  integrity 
from  me.  ^My  righteousness  I  hold  fast,  and  will 
not  let  it  go  :  my  heart  shall  not  reproach  me 
*so  long  as  I  live.  ^Let  mine  enemy  be  ^,fy'd%T 
as  the  wicked,  and  he  that  riseth  up  against  me 
as  the  unrighteous. 

^  For  what  is  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite,  though  he 
hath  gained,  when  God  taketh  away  his  soul? 
^Will  God  hear  his  cry  when  trouble  cometh  upon 
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him?  '°WilI  he  delight  himself  in  the  Almighty? 
will  he  always  call  upon  God  ? 

"  I  will  teach  you  *by  the  hand  of  God :  that  ^^^K"/'" 
which  is  with  the  Almighty  mil  I  not  conceal. 
"Behold,  all  ye  yourselves  have  seen  it ;  why  then 
are  ye  thus  altogether  vain?  '^  This  is  the  por- 
tion of  a  wicked  man  with  God,  and  the  heritage 
of  oppressors,  which  they  shall  receive  of  the 
Almighty.  '"^If  his  children  be  multiplied,  it  is 
for  the  sword  :  and  his  offspring  shall  not  be 
satisfied  with  bread.  '^  Those  that  remain  of  him 
shall  be  buried  in  death :  and  his  widows  shall  not 
weep.  '"^Though  he  heap  up  silver  as  the  dust, 
and  prepare  raiment  as  the  clay;  ''he  may  prepare 
zV,  but  the  just  shall  put  it  on,  and  the  innocent 
shall  divide  the  silver.  '^He  buildeth  his  house  as 
a  moth,  and  as  a  booth  that  the  keeper  maketh. 
'^The  rich  man  shall  lie  down,  but  he  shall  not 
be  gathered :  he  openeth  his  eyes,  and  he  is  not. 
^°  Terrors  take  hold  on  him  as  waters,  a  tempest 
stealeth  him  away  in  the  night.  ''  The  east  wind 
carrieth  him  away,  and  he  departeth  :  and  as  a 
storm  hurleth  him  out  of  his  place.  ''For  God 
shall  cast  upon  him,  and  not  spare :  *  he  ?,^toS52!^ 
would  fain  flee  out  of  his  hand.  ^^Men  shall  clap 
their  hands  at  him,  and  shall  hiss  him  out  of 
his  place. 

XXYIII.  Surely  there  is  *a  vein  for  the  silver,  or, amine. 
and  a  place  for  gold  where  tliey  fine  it,  'Iron  is 
taken  out  of  the  *  earth,  and  brass  is  molten  or,  dust, 
out  of  the  stone.  ^He  setteth  an  end  to  darkness, 
and  searcheth  out  all  perfection  :  the  stones  of 
darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death.  ^  The  flood 
breaketh  out  from  the  inhabitant ;  even  the  tcaters 
forgotten  of  the  foot :  they  are  dried  up,  they  are 
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gone  away  from  men.  ^  As  for  the  earth,  out  of  it 
Cometh  bread :  and  under  it  is  turned  up  as  it  were 
fire.  ^  The  stones  of  it  are  the  place  of  sapphires : 
and  it  hath  *dust  of  gold.  ov,  gold  ore. 

'  There  is  a  path  which  no  fowl  knoweth,  and  which 
the  vulture's  eye  hath  not  seen:  ^the  lion's  whelps 
have  not  trodden  it,  nor  the  fierce  lion  passed  by 
it.  ^He  putteth  forth  his  hand  upon  the  *rock; 
he  overturneth  the  mountains  by  the  roots.  or,flint. 
'°  He  cutteth  out  rivers  among  the  rocks ;  and  his 
eye  seeth  every  precious  thing.  "  He  bindeth  the 
floods  *  from  overflowing  ;  and  the  thing  that  ^feep{7g!^ 
is  hid  bringeth  he  forth  to  light. 

''But  where  shall  wisdom  be  found?  and  where  is  the 
place  of  understanding?  '^Man  knoweth  not  the 
price  thereof;  neither  is  it  found  in  the  land  of  the 
living.  '"^The  depth  saith,  It  is  not  in  me:  and 
the  sea  saith.  It  is  not  with  me.  ''*It  ?,?,,^y;:f/Sl"'' 
cannot  be  gotten  for  gold,  neither  shall  silver  be 
weighed  for  the  price  thereof.  '^  It  cannot  be  valued 
with  the  gold  of  Ophir,  with  the  precious  onyx,  or 
the  sapphire.  '^  The  gold  and  the  crystal  cannot 
equal  it:  and  the  exchange  of  it  shall  not  he  for 
*  jewels  of  fine  gold.  ''  No  mention  shall  ^^^jiS;-^ 
be  made  of  *  coral,  or  of  pearls:  for  the  or,  Ramoa. 
j)rice  of  wisdom  is  above  rubies.  '^  The  topaz  of 
Ethiojia  shall  not  equal  it,  neither  shall  it  be 
valued  with  pure  gold. 

'°  Whence  then  cometh  wisdom?  and  where  is  the 
place  of  understanding  ?  "'  Seemg  it  is  hid  from 
the  eyes  of  all  living,  and  kept  close  from  the 
fowls  of  the  *  air.  "  Destruction  and  death  or,  heaven. 
say.  We  have  heard  the  fame  thereof  with  our  ears. 

"^  God  understandeth  the  way  thereof,  and  he  knoweth 
the  place  thereof.     "'  Tor  he  looketh  to  the  ends 
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of  the  earth,  and  seeth  under  the  whole  heaven ; 
*^  to  make  the  weight  for  the  winds ;  and  he 
weigheth  the  Avaters  by  measure.  ^^When  he 
made  a  decree  for  the  rain,  and  a  way  for  the 
lightning  of  the  thunder:  ^Hhen  did  he  see  it, 
and  *  declare  it ;  he  prepared  it,  yea,  and  or,  number  a. 
searched  it  out.  ''^And  unto  man  he  said,  Behold, 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is  wisdom ;  and  to 
depart  from  evil  is  understanding. 

XXIX.   Moreover  Job  *  continued  his  para-  f'he^^ 
ble  and  said, 

''Oh  that  I  were  as  in  months  past,  as  in  the  days 
when  God  preserved  me;  ^when  his  *  candle  or,iamp. 
shined  upon  my  head,  and  when  by  his  light 
I  walked  through  darkness;  '^as  I  was  in  the  days 
of  my  youth,  when  the  secret  of  God  was  upon 
my  tabernacle;  ^when  the  Almighty  was  yet  with 
me,  when  my  children  icere  about  me ;  ^  when 
I  washed  my  steps  with  butter,  and  the  rock 
poured  *  me  out  rivers  of  oil !  Heb.  wuh  me. 

^  When  I  went  out  to  the  gate  through  the  city,  when 
I  prepared  my  seat  in  the  street;  Hhe  young  men 
saw  me,  and  hid  themselves :  and  the  aged  arose, 
and  stood  up.  ^  The  princes  refrained  talking,  and 
laid  their  hand  on  their  mouth.  ^°  *  The  Sf„,jl:  i^.f 
nobles  held  their  peace,  and  their  tongue  cleaved 
to  the  roof  of  their  mouth.  "When  the  ear  heard 
me^  then  it  blessed  me  ;  and  when  the  eye  saw 
me^  it  gave  witness  to  me  :  '''  because  I  delivered 
the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fatherless,  and  him 
that  had  none  to  help  him.  '^  The  blessing  of  him 
that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  me:  and  I 
caused  the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy.  '^  I  put 
on  righteousness,  and  it  clothed  me:   my  judg- 
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ment  was  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem.  ''  I  was  eyes 
to  the  blind,  and  feet  teas  I  to  the  lame.  '^I  was 
a  father  to  the  poor :  and  the  cause  ivliich  I  knew 
not  I  searched  out.  ''And  I  brake  *the  ^or^<£'^S2rf ' 
jaw^s  of  the  wicked,  and  *plucked  the  spoil  Heb.  caa/. 
out  of  his  teeth. 
'^Then  I  said,  I  shall  die  in  my  nest,  and  I  shall 
multiply  my  days  as  the   sand.     '^My  root  teas 

*  spread  out  by  the  waters,  and  the  dew  Heb.  opened. 
lay  all  night  upon  my  branch.     ^''My  glory  icas 

*  fresh  in  me,  and  my  bow  was  *  renewed  uth/tZnged. 
in  my  hand.  ^'  Unto  me  inen  gave  ear,  and  waited, 
and  kept  silence  at  my  counsel.  "After  my  words 
they  spake  not  again  ;  and  my  speech  dropped 
upon  them.  ''^And  they  waited  for  me  as  for  the 
rain ;  and  they  opened  their  mouth  wide  as  for 
the  latter  rain.  ^*If  1  laughed  on  them,  they 
believed  it  not ;  and  the  lio:ht  of  mv  countenance 
they  cast  not  down.  ^^  I  chose  out  their  way,  and 
sat  chief,  and  dwelt  as  a  king  in  the  army,  as  one 
that  comforteth  the  mourners. 

XXX.  But  now  they  that  are  *  younger  than  ^ays'itiiT.'' 
I  have  me  in  derision,  whose  fathers  I  would  have 
disdained  to  have  set  with  the  dogs  of  my  flock. 
""Yea,  whereto  might  the  strength  of  their. hands 
profit  me,  in  whom  old  age  was  perished?  ^For 
want  and  famine  they  were  *  solitary;  flee-  ^fnigh^ 
ing  into  the  wdlderness  *in  former  time  ^^^fgft" 
desolate  and  waste.  "^Who  cut  up  mallows  by  the 
bushes,  and  juniper  roots  for  their  meat.  '"  They 
were  driven  forth  from  among  men,  (they  cried 
after  them  as  after  a  thief;)  ^to  dwell  in  the  cliffs 
of  the  valleys,  in  *  caves  of  the  earth,  and  b^bk  holes, 
in  the  rocks.  'Among  the  bushes  they  brayed; 
under  the  nettles  they  were  gathered  together. 


42  J  0  B,     XXX. 

^They  ivere  children  of  fools,  yea,  children  of  *base 
men:  they  were  viler  than  the  earth.         ^tonZe^ 

And  now  am  I  their  song,  yea,  I  am  their  byword. 
'°They  abhor  me,  they  flee  far  from  me,  *and  spare 
not  to  spit  in  my  face.  "Because  he  'l^f/^'^.^ntl^ji::' 
hath  loosed  my  cord,  and  afflicted  me,  they  have 
also  let  loose  the  bridle  before  me.  ''  Upon  my  right 
hand  rise  the  youth ;  they  push  away  my  feet,  and 
they  raise  up  against  me  the  ways  of  their  destruc- 
tion. '^They  mar  my  path,  they  set  forward  my 
calamity,  they  have  no  helper.  '"^They  came  upon 
me  as  a  wide  breaking  in  of  ivaters :  in  the  deso- 
lation they  rolled  themselves  upon  me.  '^Terrors 
are  turned  upon  me  :  they  pursue  *  my  ^fipXl'.'" 
soul  as  the  wind  :  and  my  welfare  passeth  away 
as  a  cloud. 

^  And  now  my  soul  is  poured  out  upon  me ;  the  days 
of  affliction  have  taken  hold  upon  me.  '^  My 
bones  are  pierced  in  me  in  the  night  season  : 
and  my  sinews  take  no  rest.  '^  By  the  great 
force  of  my  disease  is  my  garment  changed  :  it 
bindeth  me  about  as  the  collar  of  my  coat.  '^He 
hath  cast  me  into  the  mire,  and  I  am  become  like 
dust  and  ashes. 

"I  cry  unto  thee,  and  thou  dost  not  hear  me:  I 
stand  up,  and  thou  regardest  me  7iot  ''  Thou  art 
*  become  cruel  to  me:  with  *thy  ^:^.SZ;:::,I^S^tk^Han,. 
strong  hand  thou  opposest  thyself  against  me. 
"Thou  liftest  me  up  to  the  wind;  thou  causest 
me  to  ride  iqjon  it^  and  dissolvest  my  *  sub-  or,  ivisdo^n. 
stance.  "^For  I  know  that  thou  wilt  bring  me 
to  death,  and  to  the  house  appointed  for  all 
living.  ^*  Howbeit  he  will  not  stretch  out  his 
hand  to  the  *  grave,  though  they  cry  in  seh.heap. 
his  destruction. 
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'^  Did  not  I  weep  *for  hiin  that  was  in  ^^'°£JifJ!r*'""' 
trouble?  was  not  my  soul  grieved  for  the  poor? 
''When  I  looked  for  good,  then  evil  came  unto 
me:  and  when  I  waited  for  light,  there  came 
darkness.  '^  My  bowels  boiled,  and  rested  not: 
the  days  of  affliction  prevented  me.  '^  I  went 
mourning  without  the  sun:  I  stood  up,  and  I 
cried  in  the  congregation.  '^I  am  a  brother  to 
dragons,  and  a  companion  to  *owls.  ^°  My  ov,  ostriches. 
skin  is  black  upon  me,  and  my  bones  are  burned 
with  heat.  ^'  My  harp  also  is  turned  to  mourning, 
and  my  organ  into  the  voice  of  them  that  weep. 

XXXI.  I  made  a  covenant  with  mine  eyes;  why 
then  should  I  think  upon  a  maid?  'For  what 
portion  of  God  is  there  from  above?  and  ichat 
inheritance  of  the  Almighty  from  on  high  ?  ^  Is 
not  destruction  to  the  wicked?  and  a  strange 
punishment  to  the  workers  of  iniquity?  '^Doth 
not  he  see  my  ways,  and  count  all  my  steps? 

^  If  I  have  walked  with  vanity,  or  if  my  foot  hath 
hasted  to  deceit;  '*let  me  be  weighed  gtzai'^^iifi:" 
in  an  even  balance,  that  God  may  know  mine  in- 
tegrity. ^  If  my  step  hath  turned  out  of  the  way, 
and  mine  heart  walked  after  mine  eyes,  and  if  any 
blot  hath  cleaved  to  mine  hands  ;  ^  then  let  me 
sow,  and  let  another  eat ;  yea,  let  my  offspring  be 
rooted  out. 

^  If  mine  heart  have  been  deceived  by  a  woman,  or  if 
I  have  laid  Avait  at  my  neighbour's  door;  '"then  let 
my  wife  grind  unto  another,  and  let  others  bow 
doAvn  upon  her.  "For  this  is  an  heinous  crime; 
yea,  it  is  an  iniquity  to  be  punished  by  the  judges. 
"For  it  is  a  fire  that  consumeth  to  destruction, 
and  would  root  out  all  mine  increase. 

'^  If  I  did  despise  the  cause  of  my  manservant  or  of 


44  JOB,     XXXI. 

my  maidservant,  when  they  contended  with  me; 
'"^what  then  shall  I  do  when  God  riseth  up?  and 
when  he  visiteth,  what  shall  I  answer  him?  '^  Did 
not  he  that  made  me  in  the  womb  make  him? 
and  *  did  not  one  fashion  us  in  the  ^\ffn\7etomlf'' 
womb  ? 

'"^  If  I  have  withheld  the  poor  from  their  desire,  or 
have  caused  the  eyes  of  the  widow  to  fail;  '''or 
have  eaten  my  morsel  myself  alone,  and  the  father- 
less hath  not  eaten  thereof;  '^  (for  from  my  youth 
he  was  brought  up  with  me,  as  icitJi  a  father,  and 
I  have  guided  *her  from  my  mother's  '^^'t^uliJ!'^ 
womb;)  '^if  I  have  seen  any  perish  for  want  of 
clothing,  or  any  poor  without  covering;  '°if  his 
loins  have  not  blessed  me,  and  if  he  were  not 
warmed  with  the  fleece  of  my  sheep ;  ''^  if  I  have 
lifted  up  my  hand  against  the  fatherless,  when 
I  saw  my  help  in  the  gate :  "  theii  let  mine  arm 
fall  from  my  shoulderblade,  and  mine  arm  be 
broken  from  *the  bone.  ^^For  destruction  ^''' 't,S""'^' 
fivm  God  was  a  terror  to  me,  and  by  reason  of  his 
highness  I  could  not  endure. 

^^  If  1  have  made  gold  my  hope,  or  have  said  to  the 
fine  gold.  Thou  art  my  confidence ;  '4f  I  rejoiced 
because  my  wealth  was  great,  and  because  mine 
hand  had  *  gotten  much ;  ^Mf  I  beheld  seh./ound  much. 
*the  sun  when  it  shined,  or  the  moon  walk-  ^tl'hL^ 
ing  *in  brightness;  '^and  my  heart  hath  neh. bright. 
been  secretly  enticed,  or  *my  mouth  ^^te^l^^'^^^it 
hath  kissed  my  hand :  ^^  this  also  wei^e  an  iniquity 
to  be  punished  by  the  judge:  for  I  should  have 
denied  the  God  that  is  above. 

'^  If  I  rejoiced  at  the  destruction  of  him  that  hated 
me,  or  hfted  up  myself  when  evil  found  him: 
^''neither  have  1  sufi'ered  *my  mouth  to  sin  ^pfia!"e! 
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by  wishing  a  curse  to  his  soul.  ^'If  the  men  of 
my  tabernacle  said  not,  Oh  that  we  had  of  his 
flesh !  we  cannot  be  satisfied.  ^'  The  stranger  did 
not  lodge  in  the  street :  but  I  opened  my  doors 
*to  the  traveller.  ^^If  I  covered  my  trans-  ^X^*!"' 
gressions  *as  Adam,  by  hiding  mine  or, a/ter^tke^manner 
iniquity  in  my  bosom :  ^"^  did  I  fear  a  great  multi- 
tude, or  did  the  contempt  of  families  terrify  me, 
that  I  kept  silence,  and  went  not  out  of  the 
door? 

^^Oh  that  one  would  hear  me!  *  behold,  fj^^^^fjf^'f^y^.jn 
my  desire  is^  that  the  Almighty  would  'mii  answer  me? 
answer  me,  and  that  mine  adversary  had  written 
a  book.  ^^  Surely  I  would  take  it  upon  my  shoulder, 
and  bind  it  as  a  crown  to  me.  '^I  would  declare 
unto  him  the  number  of  my  steps ;  as  a  prince 
would  I  go  near  unto  him. 

^^If  my  land  cry  against  me,  or  that  the  furrows  like- 
wise thereof  *  complain;  ^^if  I  have  eaten  lieb.weep. 
*the  fruits  thereof  without  money,  or  ^^"'/i;:'/!"''' 
have  *  caused  the  owners  thereof  to  lose  fofio/lheliners 
their  life:  ^°let  thistles  grow  instead  of  ^.trfaS/oS"' 
wheat,  and  *  cockle  instead  of  barley.      or,  noisome  weeds. 

The  words  of  Job  are  ended. 

XXXIL  So  these  three  men  ceased  *to  an-  ^nLiill 
swer  Job,  because  he  was  righteous  in  his  own  eyes. 

'Then  was  kindled  the  wrath  of  Elihu,  the  son  of 
Barachel  the  Buzite,  of  the  kindred  of  Ram :  against 
Job  was  his  wrath  kindled,  because  he  justified  *  him- 
self rather  than  God.  'Also  against  his  three  B.eh.ussoui. 
friends  was  his  wrath  kindled,  because  they  had  found 
no  answer,  and  yet  had  condemned  Job.  ^Now  Elihu 
had  *  waited  till  Job  had  spoken,  because  ^"^^rSS? '^"^ 
they  ivere  *  elder  than  he.     ^When  Elihu  saw  5:,'4t' 
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that  there  teas  no  answer  in  the  mouth  of  these  three 
men,  then  his  wrath  was  kindled.  ^And  Elihu  the 
son  of  Barachel  the  Buzite  answered  and  said, 

I  am  *  young,  and  ye  a7^e  very  old;  wherefore  ^^^'dtlV^^ 
I  was  afraid,  and  *  durst  not  shew  you  ^.eb.  feared. 
mine  opinion.  'I  said,  Days  should  speak,  and 
multitude  of  years  should  teach  wisdom.  ^But 
there  is  a  spirit  in  man :  and  the  inspiration  of  the 
Almighty  giveth  them  understanding.  ^  Great  men 
are  not  always  wise:  neither  do  the  aged  under- 
stand judgment.  '°  Therefore  I  said.  Hearken  to 
me ;  I  also  will  shew  mine  opinion. 

"Behold,  I  waited  for  your  words;  I  gave  ear  to  your 
*  reasons,  whilst  ye  searched  out  *what  get:  i'S!' ""'"'" 
to  say.  "  Yea,  I  attended  unto  you,  and,  behold, 
there  was  none  of  you  that  convinced  Job,  or  that 
answered  his  words:  '^lest  ye  should  say.  We 
have  found  out  wisdom :  God  thrusteth  him  down, 
not  man.  ^'^Now  he  hath  not  *  directed  ^Msitr^ 
his  words  against  me:  neither  will  I  answer  him 
with  your  speeches. 

'^ They  were  amazed,  they  answered  no  more:  *they 
left  off  speaking.  ^^When  I  had  ^^'•/^JirrS'Jr'" 
waited,  (for  they  spake  not,  but  stood  still,  and 
answered  no  more;)  '^ I said^ 

I  will  answer  also  my  part,  I  also  will  shew  mine 
opinion.  '^For  I  am  full  of  *  matter,  the  seh.  words. 
*spirit  within  me  constraineth  me.  '^Be-fftyS^^. 
hold,  my  belly  is  as  wine  which  *hath  no  ^open'r^ 
vent;  it  is  ready  to  burst  like  new  bottles.  '°I 
will  speak,  *that  I  may  be  refreshed:  I  S^wJ 
will  open  my  lips  and  answer.  '''Let  me  not,  I 
pray  you,  accept  any  man's  person,  neither  let  me 
give  flattering  titles  unto  man.     "For  I  know  not 
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to  give  flattering  titles;  in  so  doing  my  maker 
would  soon  take  me  away. 

XXXIII.  Wherefore,  Job,  I  pray  thee,  hear  my 
speeches,  and  hearken  to  all  my  words.  ^  Behold, 
now  I  have  opened  my  mouth,  my  tongue  hath 
spoken  *in  my  mouth.  ^My  words  shall  he  ^faitVy 
of  the  uprightness  of  my  heart :  and  my  lips  shall 
utter  knowledge  clearly.  '^  The  Spirit  of  God  hath 
made  me,  and  the  breath  of  the  Almighty  hath 
given  me  life.  ^  If  thou  canst  answer  me,  set  thy 
icords  in  order  before  me,  stand  up. 

'Behold,  I  am  *  according  to  thy  wish  in  ^^^'^^Zau^'' 
God's  stead:  I  also  am  *  formed  out  of  the  ^/L'" 
clay.  ^  Behold,  my  terror  shall  not  make  thee 
afraid,  neither  shall  my  hand  be  heavy  upon  thee. 
^  Surely  thou  hast  spoken  *in  mine  hear-  ^""^ears"!'"^ 
ing,  and  I  have  heard  the  voice  of  thy  words,  say- 
ing^  ^  I  am  clean  without  transgression,  I  am  inno- 
cent ;  neither  is  there  iniquity  in  me.  '°  Behold, 
he  findeth  occasions  against  me,  he  counteth  me 
for  his  enemy.  "  He  putteth  my  feet  in  the  stocks, 
he  marketh  all  my  paths. 

''Behold,  in  this  thou  art  not  just:  I  will  answer 
thee,  that  God  is  greater  than  man.  '^Why  dost 
thou  strive  against  him?  for  *he  giveth  ^"^'/S'"''" 
not  account  of  any  of  his  matters.  '"^For  God 
speaketh  once,  yea  twice,  yet  man  perceiveth  it 
not.  '^  In  a  dream,  in  a  vision  of  the  night,  when 
deep  sleep  falleth  upon  men,  in  slumberings  upon 
the  bed;  'Hhen  *he  openeth  the  ^'^' t::::^'' ""' 
ears  of  men,  and  sealeth  their  instruction,  '"  that 
he  may  withdraw  vndia  from  his  *  purpose,  Heb.trort. 
and  hide  pride  from  man.  '^  He  keepeth  back  his 
soul  from  the  pit,  and  his  hfe  *from  ^X^irJoTt' 
perishing  by  the  sword.     '^He  is  chastened  also 
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with  pain  upon  his  bed,  and  the  multitude  of  his 
bones  with  strong  pain :  '°  so  that  his  life  abhor- 
reth  bread,  and  his  soul  *  dainty  meat.  ^Leh.  meat  o/ desire. 
"'  His  flesh  is  consumed  away,  that  it  cannot  be 
seen ;  and  his  bones  that  were  not  seen  stick  out. 
"  Yea,  his  soul  draweth  near  unto  the  grave,  and 
his  life  to  the  destroyers. 

'''If  there  be  a  messenger  with  him,  an  interpreter, 
one  among  a  thousand,  to  shew  unto  man  his  up- 
rightness: ''Hhen  he  is  gracious  unto  him,  and 
saith.  Deliver  him  from  going  down  to  the  pit :  I 
have  found  *a  ransom.  ^"  His  flesh  shall  ov,  an  atonement. 
be  fresher  *than  a  child's:  he  shall  return  Sw! 
to  the  days  of  his  youth  :  '^  he  shall  pray  unto  God, 
and  he  will  be  favourable  unto  him :  and  he  shall 
see  his  face  with  joy:  for  he  will  render  unto  man 
his  righteousness.  ''*He  looketh  upon  ,^;^»^'Ji;f  S 
men,  and  if  any  say,  I  have  sinned,  and  3;  /^/""^  *"" 
perverted  that  lohich  ivas  right,  and  it  profited  me 
not;  ^'*he  will  deliver  his  soul  ^HH^'J::!^^^^:!'' 
from  going  into  the  pit,  and  his  life  shall  see  the 
light. 

''Lo,  all  these  thiiigs  worketh  God  *  often-  ?ntVw! 
times  with  man,  ^°to  bring  back  his  soul  from 
the  pit,  to  be  enlightened  with  the  light  of  the 
living. 

''  Mark  well,  0  Job,  hearken  unto  me :  hold  thy  peace, 
and  I  will  speak.  ^^  If  thou  hast  anything  to  say, 
answer  me:  speak,  for  I  desire  to  justify  thee. 
"  If  not,  hearken  unto  me :  hold  thy  peace,  and 
I  shall  teach  thee  wisdom. 

XXXIV.  Furthermore  Elihu  answered  and  said, 

*  Hear  my  words,  0  ye  wise  meii ;  and  give  ear  unto 
me,  ye  that  have  knowledge.     ^  For  the  ear  trieth 
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words,  as  the  *  mouth  tasteth  meat.  '^  Let  ^^h.paiate. 
us  choose  to  us  judgment:  let  us  know  among 
ourselves  what  is  good. 

For  Job  hath  said,  I  am  righteous:  and  God  hath 
taken  away  my  judgment.  ^  Should  I  lie  against 
my  right  ?  *my  wound  is  incurable  without  ^t-'rTw!' 
transgression.  ^  What  man  is  like  Job,  ivho  drinketh 
up  scorning  like  water  ?  ^  which  goeth  in  company 
with  the  workers  of  iniquity,  and  walketh  with 
wicked  men.  ^For  he  hath  said,  It  profiteth  a 
man  nothing  that  he  should  delight  himself  with 
God. 

'  Therefore  hearken  unto  me,  *ye  men  of  un-  '^flearL 
derstanding:  far  be  it  from  God,  that  he  should 
do  wickedness;  and  from,  the  Almighty,  that  he 
should  commit  iniquity.  "  For  the  work  of  a  man 
shall  he  render  unto  him,  and  cause  every  man 
to  find  according  to  his  ways.  '*  Yea,  surely  God 
will  not  do  wickedly,  neither  will  the  Almighty 
pervert  judgment.  '^  Who  hath  given  him  a  charge 
over  the  earth?  or  who  hath  disposed  *the  ^1)^!'' 
whole  world?  ^'If  he  set  his  heart  *upon  ^tj°" 
man,  if  he  gather  unto  himself  his  spirit  and  his 
breath;  '^aU  flesh  shall  perish  together,  and  man 
shall  turn  again  unto  dust. 

^  If  now  thou  hast  understanding,  hear  this :  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  my  words.  '^  Shall  even  he  that 
hateth  right  *  govern?  and  wilt  thou  con-  -s.eb.bind. 
demn  him  that  is  most  just?  '^Is  it  fit  to  say  to 
a  king,  Thou  art  wicked?  and  to  princes.  Ye  are 
ungodly?  ^^How  much  less  to  him  that  accepteth 
not  the  persons  of  princes,  nor  regardeth  the  rich 
more  than  the  poor?  for  they  all  are  the  work 
of  his  hands.  '"  In  a  moment  shall  they  die,  and 
the  people  shall  be  troubled  at  midnight,  and  pass 

J.  5. 
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away:  and  *the  mighty  shall  be  taken  ^alafZtdlity^' 
away  without  hand.  "'  For  his  eyes  ar^  upon  the 
ways  of  man,  and  he  seeth  all  his  goings.  "  The^^e 
is  no  darkness,  nor  shadow  of  death,  where  the 
workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  themselves.  ^^  For 
he  will  not  lay  upon  man  more  than  right ;  that 
he  should  *  enter  into  judgment  with  God.  Heb.^o. 
'^He  shall  break  in  pieces  mighty  men  *  without 
number,  and  set  others  in  their  stead.  ^^^-  tlgZu'.''''''^' 
^^  Therefore  he  knoweth  their  works,  and  he  over- 
turneth  them  in  the  night,  so  that  they  are  *  de- 
stroyed. '^  He  striketh  them  as  wicked  Heb.  crushed. 
men  *in  the  open  sight  of  others;  ''^be-  ■^o/stlowX^"''^ 
cause  they  turned  back  *from  him,  and  ^jtruT 
would  not  consider  any  of  his  ways:  '^  so  that 
they  cause  the  cry  of  the  poor  to  come  unto  him, 
and  he  heareth  the  cry  of  the  afflicted.  '^  When 
he  giveth  quietness,  who  then  can  make  trouble? 
and  when  he  hideth  his  face,  who  then  can  behold 
him  ?  whether  it  be  done  against  a  nation,  or  against 
a  man  only :  ^°  that  the  hypocrite  reign  not,  lest 
the  people  be  ensnared. 
''  Surely  it  is  meet  to  be  said  unto  God,  I  have  borne 
chastisement^  I  will  not  offend  aiiy  more:  ^^that 
which  I.  see  not  teach  thou  me :  if  I  have  done 
iniquity,  I  will  do  no  more.  ''*  Should  ^fromMaeeY 
it  be  according  to  thy  mind?  he  will  recompense 
it,  whether  thou  refuse,  or  whether  thou  choose; 
and  not  I :  therefore  speak  what  thou  knowest. 
^'^Let  men  *  of  understanding  tell  me,  and  let  ^,^^;/ 
a  wise  man  hearken  unto  me.  ^^  Job  hath  spoken 
without  knowledge,  and  his  words  were  without 
wisdom.  ''*My  desire  is  that  Job  may  SVo^i/tS 
be  tried  unto  the  end  because  of  his  answers  for 
wicked  men.     ^^  For  he  addeth  rebellion  unto  his 
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sin,  he  clappeth  his  hands  among  us,  and  multi- 
plieth  his  words  against  God. 

XXXY.  Elihu  spake  moreover,  and  said, 

'  Thinkest  thou  this  to  be  right,  tltat  thou  saidst,  My 
righteousness  is  more  than  God's?  ^  For  thou 
saidst.  What  advantage  will  it  be  unto  thee?  and^ 
What  profit  shall  I  have,  *  if  I  be  cleansed  "^h^X^lr^in. 
from  my  sin? 

'^*I  will  answer  t\\QQ^  and  thy  companions  ^tvfjJtS?''" 
Avith  thee.  ^  Look  unto  the  heavens,  and  see ;  and 
behold  the  clouds  which  are  higher  than  thou. 
^  If  thou  sinnest,  what  doest  thou  against  him  ?  or 
if  thy  transgressions  be  multiplied,  what  doest 
thou  unto  him  ?  ^  If  thou  be  righteous,  what 
givest  thou  him?  or  what  receiveth  he  of  thine 
hand  ?  ^  Thy  wickedness  may  hurt  a  man  as  thou 
art;  and  thy  righteousness  may  profit  the  son 
of  man. 

^  By  reason  of  the  multitude  of  oppressions  they  make 
the  oppressed  to  cry:  they  cry  out  by  reason  of 
the  arm  of  the  mighty.  '"  But  none  saith,  Where 
is  God  my  maker,  who  giveth  songs  in  the  night; 
"who  teacheth  us  more  than  the  beasts  of  the 
earth,  and  maketh  us  wiser  than  the  fowls  of 
heaven  ?  '"  There  they  cry,  but  none  giveth  answer, 
because  of  the  pride  of  evil  men. 

'^  Surely  God  will  not  hear  vanity,  neither  will  the 
Almighty  regard  it.  '^Although  thou  say  est  thou 
shalt  not  see  him,  yet  judgment  is  before  him; 
therefore  trust  thou  in  him.  ''"  But  now,  because 
it  is  not  so^  *he  hath  visited  in  his  anger;  That  is,  go^. 
yet  *he  knoweth  it  not  in  great  extremity:  Tiiatis,.7o6. 
"^  therefore  doth  Job  open  his  mouth  in  vain ;  he 
multiplieth  words  without  knowledge. 
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XXXVI.  Elihu  also  proceeded,  and  said, 

'  Suffer  me  a  little,  and  I  will  shew  thee  *that  I  have 
yet  to  speak  on  God's  behalf.  ^  will  ^y'^-Zt^^aol" 
fetch  my  knowledge  from  afar,  and  will  ascribe 
righteousness  to  my  Maker.  '^For  truly  my  words 
shall  not  he  false :  he  that  is  perfect  in  knowledge 
is  with  thee. 

^  Behold,  God  is  mighty,  and  despiseth  not  any ;  he  is 
mighty  in  strength  and  *wisdom.  ^  He  pre-  Heb.  heart. 
serveth  not  the  life  of  the  wicked :  but  giveth  right 
to  the  *  poor.  ^  He  withdraweth  not  his  or,  afflicted. 
eyes  from  the  righteous :  but  with  kings  are  they 
on  the  throne;  yea,  he  doth  establish  them  for 
ever,  and  they  are  exalted.  ^And  if  they  he  bound 
in  fetters,  and  be  holden  in  cords  of  affliction; 
Hhen  he  sheweth  them  their  work,  and  their  trans- 
gressions that  they  have  exceeded.  '°He  openeth 
also  their  ear  to  discipline,  and  commandeth  that 
they  return  from  iniquity.  "  If  they  obey  and 
serve  Azm,  they  shall  spend  their  days  in  prosperity, 
and  their  years  in  pleasures.  '"  But  if  they  obey 
not,  *they  shall  perish  by  the  sword,  ^atyVtnltri' 
and  they  shall  die  without  knowledge. 

'^But  the  hypocrites  in  heart  heap  up  wrath :  they  cry 
not  when  he  bindeth  them.  "^*They  die  in  ^jJI'r 
youth,  and  their  life  is  among  the  *unclean.  or,  sodomites. 
''"  He  delivereth  the  *poor  in  his  affliction,  or,  afflicted. 
and  openeth  their  ears  in  oppression. 

"^  Even  so  would  he  have  removed  thee  out  of  the 
strait  into  a  broad  place,  where  there  is  no  strait- 
ness;  and  *that  which  should  be  set  on  ^%X^ie'"'^ 
thy  table  should  he  full  of  fatness.  '^  But  thou 
hast  fulfilled  the  judgment  of  the  wicked :  *judg- 
ment  and  justice  take  hold  on  thee.  "^''ilJrL^^Slef"^ 
'^  Because  there  is  wrath,  heicare  lest  he  take  thee 
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away  with  his  stroke :  then  a  great  ransom  cannot 
*  deliver  thee.  '^Will  he  esteem  thy  ^"^'aZV^'^ 
riches?  no^  not  gold,  nor  all  the  forces  of  strength. 
'°  Desire  not  the  night,  when  people  are  cut  off  in 
their  place.  "'  Take  heed,  regard  not  iniquity : 
for  this  hast  thou  chosen  rather  than  affliction. 

"  Behold,  God  exalteth  by  his  power :  who  teacheth 
like  him?  ^^  Who  hath  enjoined  him  his  way?  or 
who  can  say.  Thou  hast  wrought  iniquity  ?  *"*  Re- 
member that  thou  magnify  his  work,  which  men 
behold.  ^'  Every  man  may  see  it ;  man  may  behold 
it  afar  off. 

^^  Behold,  God  is  great,  and  we  know  him  not,  neither 
can  the  number  of  his  years  be  searched  out.  '^  For 
he  maketh  small  the  drops  of  water:  they  pour 
down  rain  according  to  the  vapour  thereof:  '^  which 
the  clouds  do  drop  a7id  distil  upon  man  abundantly. 
^^Also  can  any  understand  the  spreadings  of  the 
clouds,  or  the  noise  of  his  tabernacle?  ^'Behold, 
he  spreadeth  his  light  upon  it,  and  covereth  *the 
bottom  of  the  sea.  ^'  For  by  them  judgeth  Heb.  the  roots. 
he  the  people;  he  giveth  meat  in  abundance. 
^'With  clouds  he  covereth  the  light;  and  com- 
mandeth  it  not  to  shine  by  the  cloud  that  cometh 
betwixt.  ^^  The  noise  thereof  sheweth  concerning 
it,  the  cattle  also  concerning  W\q  vapour.  ^'^-JJlhi'^'''^ 

XXXYII.  At  this  also  my  heart  trembleth,  and  is 
moved  out  of  his  place.  '*Hear  attentively  f'tS[ng. 
the  noise  of  his  voice,  and  the  sound  that  goeth  out 
of  his  mouth.  ^  He  direct eth  it  under  the  whole 
heaven,  and  his  *liditnino^  unto  the  *ends  Heb.  %^^. 

"  O  o  ^  ^         Heb.    winga 

of  the  earth.    "^  After  it  a  voice  roareth:  he  o/ the  earth. 
thundereth  with  the  voice  of  his  excellency :    and 
he  will  not  stay  them  when  his  voice  is  heard. 
'  God  thundereth  marvellously  with  his  voice ;   great 


54  JOB,     XXXVII. 

things  doeth  he,  which  we  cannot  comprehend. 
^  For  he  saith  to  the  snow,  Be  thou  on  the  earth ; 
*  likewise  to  the  small  rain,  and  to  B.eh.  and  to  the  suwer  of 

,-,  .  .  n  T   •         ,  ,1  7  TT        rain,  and  to  the  showers  of 

the  great  ram  oi  his  strength.  ^He  rain  a/ ms  strength. 
sealeth  up  the  hand  of  every  man;  that  all  men 
may  know  his  work.  ^  Then  the  beasts  go  into 
dens,  and  remain  in  their  places.  ^*Out  ^^liamier/''^ 
of  the  south  cometh  the  whirlwind :  and  cold  out 
of  the  *  north.  '°By  the  breath  of  God  ^'^■^^l':'''"^ 
frost  is  given:  and  the  breadth  of  the  waters  is 
straitened.  "Also  by  watering  he  wearieth  the 
thick  cloud:  he  scattereth  *his  bright  ^'^f^uglT'^'^ 
cloud:  ''and  it  is  turned  round  about  by  his 
counsels :  that  they  may  do  whatsoever  he  com- 
mandeth  them  upon  the  face  of  the  world  in  the 
earth.  ''  He  causeth  it  to  come,  whether  for  *  cor- 
rection, or  for  his  land,  or  for  mercy.  Heb.  a  rod. 

"*  Hearken  unto  this,  0  Job ;  stand  still,  and  consider 
the  wondrous  works  of  God.  '^  Dost  thou  know 
when  God  disposed  them,  and  caused  the  light  of 
his  cloud  to  shine?  '^Dost  thou  know  the  balanc- 
ings of  the  clouds,  the  wondrous  works  of  him 
which  is  perfect  in  knowledge?  '^How  thy  gar- 
ments ai^e  warm,  when  he  quieteth  the  earth  by 
the  south  ivind?  '^  Hast  thou  with  him  spread  out 
the  sky,  wliich  is  strong,  and  as  a  molten  looking 
glass?  '^  Teach  us  what  we  shall  say  unto  him; 
for  we  cannot  order  our  speech  by  reason  of  dark- 
ness. '''Shall  it  be  told  him  that  I  speak?  If  a 
man  speak,  surely  he  shall  be  swallowed  up. 

''And  now  men  see  not  the  bright  light  which  is  in 
the  clouds :  but  the  wind  passeth,  and  cleanseth 
them.  "*Fair  weather  cometh  out  of  the  Heb.  gow. 
north  :  with  God  is  terrible  majesty.  '^  Touclmig 
the  Almighty,  we  cannot  find  him  out :  he  is  ex- 
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cellent  in  power,  and  in  judgment,  and  in  plenty 
of  justice:  he  will  not  afflict.  '^Men  do  there- 
fore fear  him :  he  respecteth  not  any  that  are  wise 
of  heart. 

XXXYIII.  Then  the  Lord  answered  Job  out  of 
the  whirlwind,  and  said, 

^Who  is  this  that  darkeneth  counsel  by  words  without 
knowledge  ?  ^  Gird  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man ; 
for  I  will  demand  of  thee,  and  *  answer  thou  ^^^'i? 
me. 

*  Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
earth?  declare,  *  if  thou  hast  under- ^t;L?w~* 
standing.  ^Who  hath  laid  the  measures  thereof, 
if  thou  knowest?  or  who  hath  stretched  the  line 
upon  it?  ^Whereupon  are  the  *founda- Heb.^ocie^*. 
tions  thereof  *  fastened?  or  who  laid  the  ^S;S^' 
corner  stone  thereof;  'when  the  morning  stars  sang 
together,  and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy? 

'  Or  who  shut  up  the  sea  with  doors,  when  it  brake 
forth,  as  if  it  had  issued  out  of  the  womb?  ^when 
I  made  the  cloud  the  garment  thereof,  and  thick 
darkness  a  swaddlingband  for  it,  '""and  *  brake  up 
for  it  my  decreed  ^lace,  and  set  bars  ^^If !;;t'r 
and  doors,  "and  said.  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come, 
but  no  further :  and  here  shall  *thy  proud  ^^i^^'ZlT. 
waves  be  stayed? 

"Hast  thou  commanded  the  morning  since  thy  days; 
and  caused  the  dayspring  to  know  his  place; 
'Hhat  it  might  take  hold  of  the  *ends  of  Heb. «;.«(,«. 
the  earth,  that  the  wicked  might  be  shaken  out 
of  it?  '*It  is  turned  as  clay  to  the  seal;  and 
they  stand  as  a  garment.  '^  And  from  the  wicked 
their  light  is  withholden,  and  the  high  arm  shall 
be  broken. 
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'^Hast  thou  entered  into  the  springs  of  the  sea?  or 
hast  thou  walked  in  the  search  of  the  depth? 
'^Have  the  gates  of  death  been  opened  unto  thee? 
or  hast  thou  seen  the  doors  of  the  shadow  of 
death?  '^  Hast  thou  perceived  the  breadth  of  the 
earth  ?  declare  if  thou  knowest  it  all. 

'^  Where  is  the  way  where  light  dwelleth?  and  as  for 
darkness,  where  is  the  place  thereof,  '°that  thou 
shouldest  take  it  *to  the  bound  thereof,  and  or.a^. 
that  thou  shouldest  know  the  paths  to  the  house 
thereof?  *' Knowest  thou  it^  because  thou  wast 
then  born?  or  because  the  number  of  thy  days 
is  great? 

"Hast  thou  entered  into  the  treasures  of  the  snow? 
or  hast  thou  seen  the  treasures  of  the  hail,  '^  which 
I  have  reserved  against  the  time  of  trouble,  against 
the  day  of  battle  and  war  ? 

"'^By  what  way  is  the  light  parted,  which  scattereth 
the  east  wind  upon  the  earth  ?  '^  Who  hath  divided 
a  watercourse  for  the  overflowing  of  waters,  or 
a  way  for  the  lightning  of  thunder;  ""^to  cause  it 
to  rain  on  the  earth,  where  no  man  is;  on  the 
wilderness,  wherein  there  is  no  man;  ''^to  satisfy 
the  desolate  and  waste  ground;  and  to  cause  the 
bud  of  the  tender  herb  to  spring  forth  ? 

^^Hath  the  rain  a  father?  or  who  hath  begotten  the 
drops  of  dew?  ''^Out  of  whose  womb  came  the 
ice?  and  the  hoary  frost  of  heaven,  who  hath 
gendered  it?  ^°The  waters  are  hid  as  with  a  stone, 
and  the  face  of  the  deep  *is  frozen.  Heb. »» <aA;««. 

^' Canst  thou  bind  the  sweet  influences  of  *  Pleiades, 
or  loose  the  bands  of  *  Orion?  g^'b'^^SS! X^.  c.«l 
''Canst  thou  bring  forth  *Mazzaroth  m-^'^XnT^'' 
his  season?  or  canst  thou  *  guide  Arcturus  ^%icml^' 
with  his  sons?     ^^vnowest  thou  the  ordinances  of 
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heaven?  canst  thou  set  the  dominion  thereof  in 
the  earth? 

^'' Canst  thou  lift  up  thy  voice  to  the  clouds,  that 
abundance  of  waters  may  cover  thee?  "Canst 
thou  send  lightnings,  that  they  may  go,  and  say 
unto  thee,  *Here  we  are?  ^^Who  hath  B.eb.Behoidu8. 
put  wisdom  in  the  inward  parts?  or  who  hath 
given  understanding  to  the  heart?  "Who  can 
number  the  clouds  in  wisdom?  or  *  who  ofSl'tot'dZn. 
can  stay  the  bottles  of  heaven,  ''*when  \rnedintot!rJ! 
the  dust  *groweth  into  hardness,  and  the  -B.Qb.u  poured. 
clods  cleave  fast  together? 

^^Wilt  thou  hunt  the  prey  for  the  lion?  or  fill  *the 
appetite  of  the  young  lions,  '^''when  they  Heb.^Aez^/e. 
couch  in  their  dens,  and  abide  in  the  covert  to  lie 
in  wait?  "^'Who  provideth  for  the  raven  his  food? 
when  his  young  ones  cry  unto  God,  they  wander 
for  lack  of  meat. 

XXXIX.  Knowest  thou  the  time  when  the  mid 
goats  of  the  rock  bring  forth  ?  or  canst  thou  mark 
when  the  hinds  do  calve?  'Canst  thou  number 
the  months  that  they  fulfil?  or  knowest  thou  the 
time  when  they  bring  forth  ?  ^  They  bow  them- 
selves, they  bring  forth  their  young  ones,  they 
cast  out  their  sorrows.  ""  Their  young  ones  are 
in  good  liking,  they  groAV  up  with  corn;  they  go 
forth,  and  return  not  unto  them. 

^Who  hath  sent  out  the  wild  ass  free?  or  who  hath 
loosed  the  bands  of  the  wild  ass?  ^ whose  house 
I  have  made  the  wilderness,  and  the  *  barren  ^^L^f 
land  his  dwellings.  ^He  scorneth  the  multitude 
of  the  city,  neither  regardeth  he  the  crying  *of 
the  driver.  'The  range  of  the  mountains  ^t'aftor" 
is  his  pasture,  and  he  searcheth  after  every  green 
thing. 
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^Will  the  unicorn  be  willing  to  serve  thee,  or  abide 
by  thy  crib  ?  '°  Canst  thou  bind  the  unicorn  with 
his  band  in  the  furrow?  or  will  he  harrow  the 
valleys  after  thee?  "Wilt  thou  trust  him,  because 
his  strength  is  great  ?  or  wilt  thou  leave  thy  labour 
to  him?  "Wilt  thou  believe  him,  that  he  will 
bring  home  thy  seed,  and  gather  it  into  thy  barn? 

'^  Gavest  thou  the  goodly  wings  unto  the  peacocks? 
or  *win2:s  and  feathers  unto  the  ostrich?  ov,  the  feathers 

,,.,^,  ,,  ,,  lO/"  ihe  stork  and 

*  which  leaveth  her  eggs  m  the  earth,  ostrich. 
and  warmeth  them  in  dust,  '^and  forgetteth  that 
the  foot  may  crush  them,  or  that  the  wild  beast 
may  break  them.  '^She  is  hardened  against  her 
young  ones,  as  though  they  were  not  her's:  her 
labour  is  in  vain  without  fear ;  '''  because  God 
hath  deprived  her  of  wisdom,  neither  hath  he 
imparted  to  her  understanding.  '^What  time  she 
lifted  up  herself  on  high,  she  scorneth  the  horse 
and  his  rider. 

'^Hast  thou  given  the  horse  strength?  hast  thou 
clothed  his  neck  with  thunder  ?  *°  Canst  thou 
make  him  afraid  as  a  grasshopper?  the  glory  of 
his  nostrils  *is  terrible.  ''  *  He  paweth  grfmrS'^.^. 
in  the  valley,  and  rejoiceth  in  his  strength  :  he 
goeth  on  to  meet  *the  armed  men.  "He  ^rmoul' 
mocketh  at  fear,  and  is  not  affrighted  ;  neither 
turneth  he  back  from  the  sword.  ^"  The  quiver 
rattleth  against  him,  the  glittering  spear  and  the 
shield.  '*  He  swalloweth  the  ground  with  fierce- 
ness and  rage :  neither  believeth  he  that  it  is  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet.  '^  He  saith  among  the 
trumpets.  Ha,  ha;  and  he  smelleth  the  battle  afar 
off,  the  thunder  of  the  captains,  and  the  shouting. 

'^Doth  the  hawk  fly  by  thy  wisdom,  and  stretch  her 
wings  toward  the  south  ?    '^  Doth  the  eagle  mount 
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up  *at  thy  command,  and  make  her  nest  °toJf//^^ 
on  high  ?  '^  She  dwelleth  and  abideth  on  the  rock, 
upon  the  crag  of  the  rock,  and  the  strong  place. 
""^From  thence  she  seeketh  the  prey,  and  her  eyes 
behold  afar  off.  ^°Her  young  ones  also  suck  up 
blood :  and  where  the  slain  are^  there  is  she. 

XL.  Moreover  the  Lord  answered  Job,  and  said, 

'Shall  he  that  contendeth  with  the  Almighty  instruct 
him  ?  he  that  reproveth  God,  let  him  answer  it. 

'  Then  Job  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

'^Behold,  I  am  vile;  what  shall  I  answer  thee?  I  vn\\ 
lay  mine  hand  upon  my  mouth.  ^  Once  have 
I  spoken ;  but  I  will  not  answer :  yea,  twice ;  but 
I  will  proceed  no  further. 

^  Then  answered  the  Lord  unto  Job  out  of  the 
whirlwind,  and  said, 

^  Gird  up  thy  loins  now  like  a  man :  I  will  demand 
of  thee,  and  declare  thou  unto  me.  ^Wilt  thou 
also  disannul  my  judgment  ?  wilt  thou  condemn 
me,  that  thou  mayest  be  righteous?  ^Hast  thou 
an  arm  like  God?  or  canst  thou  thunder  with  a 
voice  like  him?  '°Deck  thyself  now  icith  majesty 
and  excellency ;  and  array  thyself  with  glory  and 
beauty.  "  Cast  abroad  the  rage  of  thy  wrath :  and 
behold  every  one  that  is  proud,  and  abase  him. 
''Look  on  every  one  that  is  proud,  and  bring  him 
low ;  and  tread  down  the  wicked  in  their  place. 
''Hide  them  in  the  dust  together;  and  bind  their 
faces  in  secret.  ''Then  will  I  also  confess  unto 
thee  that  thine  own  right  hand  can  save  thee. 

'^Behold  now  ^behemoth,  which  I  made  with  ?,^'otfttnt' 
thee;   he  eateth  grass  as  an  ox.     '^Lo  now,  his 
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strength  is  in  his  loins,  and  his  force  is  in  the 
navel  of  his  belly.  '^*He  moveth  his  ^eh.  He  setteth  up. 
tail  like  a  cedar  :  the  sinews  of  his  stones  are 
wrapped  together.  '^His  bones  are  as  strong  pieces 
of  brass;  his  bones  ai^e  like  bars  of  iron.  '^He 
is  the  chief  of  the  ways  of  God:  he  that  made 
him  can  make  his  sword  to  approach  imto  him, 
^°  Surely  the  mountains  bring  him  forth  food,  where 
all  the  beasts  of  the  field  play.  ''  He  lieth  under 
the  shady  trees,  in  the  covert  of  the  reed,  and 
fens.  "  The  shady  trees  cover  him  ivith  their 
shadow;  the  willows  of  the  brook  compass  him 
about.  ^^  Behold,  *  he  drinketh  up  a  Heb.  he  oppressetn. 
river,  and  hasteth  not:  he  trusteth  that  he  can 
draw  up  Jordan  into  his  mouth.  ''  *  He  g^;  "U^j^J^l 
taketh  it  with  his  eyes :  his  nose  pierceth  Zdha'gh!i'^  '""'' 
throuofh  snares. 


XLI.  Canst  thou  draw  out  *  leviathan  with  or^1S,2;;tt' 
an  hook?  or  his  tongue  with  a  cord  *ic]iich  thou 
lettest  down?  'Canst  thou  put  an  hook  ^'\7^tt" 
into  his  nose  ?  or  bore  his  jaw  through  with  a 
thorn?  ^Will  he  make  many  supplications  unto 
thee?  will  he  speak  soft  words  unto  thee?  "^Will 
he  make  a  covenant  with  thee  ?  wilt  thou  take  him 
for  a  servant  for  ever?  ^Wilt  thou  play  with  him 
as  with  a  bird?  or  wilt  thou  bind  him  for  thy 
maidens  ?  ^  Shall  thy  companions  make  a  banquet 
of  him  ?  shall  they  part  him  among  the  merchants  ? 
^ Canst  thou  fill  his  skin  with  barbed  irons?  or 
his  head  with  fish  sj)ears?  ^Lay  thine  hand  upon 
him,  remember  the  battle,  do  no  more.  ^Behold, 
the  hope  of  him  is  in  vain  :•  shall  not  one  be  cast 
down  even  at  the  sight  of  him  ?  '°  None  is  so 
fierce  that  dare  stir  him  up  :  who  then  is  able 
to  stand  before  me?     "Who  hath  prevented  me, 
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that  I  should  repay  him  ?  ichatsoever  is  under  the 
whole  heaven  is  mine. 

'"  I  will  not  conceal  his  parts,  nor  his  power,  nor  his 
comely  proportion.  '^Who  can  discover  the  face 
of  his  garment?  or  who  can  come  to  him  *mth 
his  double  bridle?  ''^Who  can  open  the  or,mtkin. 
doors  of  his  face?  his  teeth  are  terrible  round 
about.  "'Ris  *  scales  are  his  pride,  ^'VSf/'''* 
shut  up  together  as  with  a  close  seal.  '^  One  is 
so  near  to  another,  that  no  air  can  come  between 
them.  '^  They  are  joined  one  to  another,  they 
stick  together,  that  they  cannot  be  sundered. 
'^By  his  neesings  a  light  doth  shine,  and  his  eyes 
are  like  the  eyelids  of  the  morning.  '^  Out  of  his 
mouth  go  burning  lamps,  a7id  sparks  of  fire  leap 
out.  ^°  Out  of  his  nostrils  goeth  smoke,  as  out  of 
a  seething  pot  or  caldron.  "  His  breath  kindleth 
coals,  and  a  flame  goeth  out  of  his  mouth.  "  In 
his  neck  remaineth  strength,  and  *  sorrow  is  turned 
into  joy  before  him.  ''  *The  flakes  ^[tZ^^"'"'' 
of  his  flesh  are  joined  together :  they  are  firm  in 
themselves ;  they  cannot  be  moved.  '**  His  heart 
is  as  firm  as  a  stone;  yea,  as  hard  as  a  piece  of 
the  nether  millstone. 

^"  When  he  raiseth  up  himself,  the  mighty  are  afraid : 
by  reason  of  breakings  they  purify  themselves. 
^^  The  sword  of  him  that  layeth  at  him  cannot 
hold:  the  spear,  the  dart,  nor  the  *haber-  ^%mT*' 
geon.  '^  He  esteemeth  iron  as  straw,  and  brass 
as  rotten  wood.  ^^  The  arrow  cannot  make  him 
flee :  slingstones  are  turned  with  him  into  stubble. 
'^Darts  are  counted  as  stubble :  he  laugheth  at  the 
shaking  of  a  spear.  ^°*  Sharp  stones  are  ^%fouL?r' 
under  him:  he  spreadeth  sharp  pointed  things 
upon  the  mire.     ^'  He  maketh  the  deep  to  boil 
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like  a  pot :  he  maketh  the  sea  like  a  pot  of  oint- 
ment. ^'  He  maketh  a  path  to  shine  after  him : 
07ie  would  think  the  deep  to  be  hoary.  '-'Upon 
earth  there  is  not  his  like,  *who  is  ^'' '"t^SS/f r''^''* 
made  without  fear.  ^'^  He  beholdeth  all  high  tlmigs  : 
he  is  a  king  over  all  the  children  of  pride. 

XLII.  Then  Job  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

'I  know  that  thou  canst  do  every  thing ^  and  that  *no 
thought  can  be  withholden  from  thee.  ^''cZtltdera^"'' 
^Who  is  he  that  hideth  counsel  without  know- 
ledge? therefore  have  I  uttered  that  I  understood 
not;  things  too  wonderful  for  me,  which  I  knew 
not.  "^  Hear,  I  beseech  thee,  and  I  will  speak :  I 
will  demand  of  thee,  and  declare  thou  unto  me. 
^  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear : 
but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee.  ^Wherefore  I 
abhor  myself^  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes. 

^And  it  was  so^  that  after  the  Lord  had  spoken 
these  words  unto  Job,  the  Lord  said  to  Eliphaz  the 
Temanite,  My  wrath  is  kindled  against  thee,  and 
against  thy  two  friends:  for  ye  have  not  spoken  of 
me  the  thing  that  is  right,  as  my  servant  Job  hath. 
^  Therefore  take  unto  you  now  seven  bullocks  and 
seven  rams,  and  go  to  my  servant  Job,  and  offer  up 
for  yourselves  a  burnt  offering :  and  my  servant  Job 
shall  pray  for  you:  for  *him  will  I  accept:  ^or,' plrfoZ^' 
lest  I  deal  with  you  after  your  folly,  in  that  ye  have 
not  spoken  of  me  the  thing  which  is  right,  like  my 
servant  Job. 

^  So  Eliphaz  the  Temanite  and  Bildad  the  Shuhite 
and  Zophar  the  Naamathite  went,  and  did  according 
as  the  Lord  commanded  them :  the  Lord  also  accepted 

*  Jr>.\\  Heb.  the  face 

'^OD.  of  Job. 


JOB,     XLII.  63 

'°And  the  Lord  turned  the  captivity  of  Job,  when 
he  prayed  for  his  friends:  also  the  Lord  *gave  Job 
twice  as  much  as  he  had  before.  "  Then  Sha'd'te^en 
came  there  unto  him  all  his  brethren,  and  S'o.S.""^'' ^'^^ 
all  his  sisters,  and  all  they  that  had  been  of  his  ac- 
quaintance before,  and  did  eat  bread  mth  liim  in  his 
house:  and  they  bemoaned  him,  and  comforted  him 
over  all  the  evil  that  the  Lord  had  brought  upon 
him :  every  man  also  gave  him  a  piece  of  money,  and 
every  one  an  earring  of  gold. 

'"  So  the  Lord  blessed  the  latter  end  of  Job  more 
than  his  beginning:  for  he  had  fourteen  thousand 
sheep,  and  six  thousand  camels,  and  a  thousand  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  a  thousand  she  asses.  '^  He  had  also 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  '^And  he  called 
the  name  of  the  first,  Jemima ;  and  the  name  of  the 
second,  Kezia ;  and  the  name  of  the  third,  Keren-hap- 
puch.  ''And  in  all  the  land  were  no  women  found 
so  fair  as  the  daughters  of  Job :  and  their  father  gave 
them  inheritance  among  their  brethren. 

'^  After  this  lived  Job  an  hundred  and  forty  years, 
and  saw  his  sons,  and  his  sons'  sons,  even  four  genera- 
tions.    '^  So  Job  died,  bei7ig  old  and  full  of  days. 
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prosperity,  the  charge  of  hy- 
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are  no  proof  of  his  wickedness, 
J.  6. 
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and  in  despair  again  wishes 
for  death,  ch.  ix.  x. 

The  prosecution  of  the  argument 
with  still  greater  severity  by 
Zophar,  who  exhorts  Job  to 
repentance  as  the  only  means 
to  recover  his  former  pros- 
perity, ch.  xi. 

The  answer  of  Job,  who  retorts 
on  his  friends,  censuring  their 
pretensions  to  superior  know- 
ledge, and  charging  them  with 
false  and  partial  pleading 
against  him,  and  appeals  to 
God,  professing  his  hope  in  a 
future  resurrection,  ch.  xii.- 
xiv. 

The  resumption  of  the  argument 
by  Eliphaz,  who  accuses  Job 
of  impiety  in  justifying  him- 
self, ch.  XV. 

The  reply  of  Job,  who  complains 
of  the  increasing  unkindness 
of  his  friends,  protests  his  in- 
nocence, and  looks  to  death  as 
his  last  resource,  ch.  xvi.  xvii. 

The  former  line  of  argument 
recapitulated  by  Bildad,  who 
applies  it  with  increased  as- 
perity to  Job,  whose  aggra- 
vated sufferings,  he  urges, 
are  justly  inflicted  upon  him. 
ch.  xviii. 


The  appeal  of  Job  to  his  friends, 
and  from  them  to  God;  pro- 
fessing his  faith  in  a  future 
resurrection,  he  cautions  his 
friends  to  cease  from  their 
invectives,  lest  God  should 
chastise  them.  ch.  xix. 

Job's  appeal  retorted  upon  him- 
self by  Zophar.  ch.  xx. 

The  reply  of  Job,  in  which  he 
discusses  at  large  the  conduct 
of  Divine  Providence,  in  order 
to  evince  the  fallacy  of  Zo- 
phar's  argument  of  the  short- 
lived triumph  of  the  wicked, 
ch.  xxi. 

The  resumption  of  the  charge 
by  Eliphaz,  in  which  he  re- 
presents Job's  vindication  and 
appeal  as  displeasing  to  God; 
contends  that  certain  and  utter 
ruin  is  the  uniform  lot  of  the 
wicked;  and  concludes  with 
renewed  exhortation  to  repen- 
tance and  prayer,  ch.  xxii. 

The  reply  of  Job,  in  which  he 
desires  to  plead  his  cause  be- 
fore God,  whose  omnipresence 
he  delineates  in  the  sublimest 
language,  urging  that  his  suf- 
fering are  trials  of  his  faith 
and  integrity;  and  he  shews 
that    the    wicked   frequently 
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escape  punishment  in  this  life.   [ 
ch.  xxiii.  xxiv. 

The  rejoinder  of  Bildad,  who  \ 
repeats  his  former  proposition, 
that,  since  no  man  is  without 
sin  in  the  sight  of  God,  con- 
sequently Job  cannot  be  justi- 
fied in  his  sight,  ch.  xxv. 

The  answer  of  Job,  who,  having 
reproved  the  harsh  conduct  of 
Bildad,  revindicates  his  own 
conduct,  and  concludes  by 
repeating  his  ardent  wish  for 
an  immediate  trial  with  his 
calumniator  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  God.  ch.  xxvi.-xxxi. 

The  summing  up  of  the  whole 
argument  by  Elihu :  who, 
having  condemned  the  con- 
duct of  all  the  disputants, 
proceeds  to  contest  several  of 
Job's  positions,  and  to  shew 


that  God  frequently  afflicts 
the  children  of  men  for  the 
best  purposes,  and  that  in 
every  instance  our  duty  is 
submission ;  and  concludes 
with  a  grand  description  of 
the  omnipotence  of  the  Cre- 
ator, ch.  xxxii.-xxxvii. 

The  termination  of  the  contro- 
versy by  the  appearance  of 
Jehovah  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment ;  who  addresses  Job,  out 
of  a  whirlwind,  and  illustrates 
the  omnipotence  of  God,  and 
man's  ignorance  of  his  ways 
in  the  works  of  creation  and 
providence,  ch.  xxxviii.-xli. 

The  submission  of  Job,  which 
is  accepted ;  his  restoration  to 
his  former  prosperity;  and 
the  double  increase  of  his  sub- 
stance, ch.  xlii. 
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